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NAS-supported Black Hawks in the CNP Aviation Program (ARAVI) 
rescued a Colombian Army soldier who had stepped on a land 
mine 

The ARAVI program has equipped five of the seven CNP Black 
Hawks with search-and-rescue hoists 

permitted a CNP airman to descend approximately 120 feet into 
the trees and pull the soldier into the hovering aircraft. 

With no landing zone in sight in the steep and heavily wooded 
mountains 

life. A Jungla graduate of a NAS-sponsored 18-week medical 
course provided first aide en route to the Popayan Medical 
Center. 


5. (U) PCHP and CNP helos and fixed wing aircraft provided 
invaluable lift support to national security forces. ARAVI 
utilized approximately 270 hours of air support in 185 lift 
missions 

utilized 240 hours of blade time 

an approximate cost of 350 
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profess to want. Nevertheless 

proposal acceptable to all factions have been received 
without great enthusiasm -- especially on the part of the 
PLC 

candidates. The Liberals and other anti-Sandinista parties 
have come to us directly 

assistance with primaries. Our response has been clear: we 
are willing provide assistance 

parameters. 


2. (SBU) Our current proposal for multi-party primaries 

which we plan to transmit to party leaders immediately after 
the April 2 PLC convention 

issued by the Liberal factions and includes the fundamental 
conditions to promote a democratic process and minimize the 
influence of Arnoldo Aleman. The civil society group 
Movimiento por Nicaragua (MpN) would 

assistance and a grant of up to $500 

the proposal under the following conditions: 


- All participating parties and alliances will agree in 
advance to the selection 

presidential candidate and a joint slate of departmental 
deputy candidates. 


- Each party or alliance will appoint two representatives to 
serve on a primary oversight committee 
decisions by consensus. Meetings will be held in a neutral 
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location. Experts 
provide technical assistance. 


- The deadline to accept the proposal is April 17. Keeping 
in mind the Electoral Calendar 
decide on which date to hold the primaries. 


- Domestic and international observers will be invited to 
monitor and observe the primary process. 


3. (SBU) Comment: The democratic contenders have failed thus 
far to agree on a joint proposal because none wishes to 
expend time and effort in holding primaries 

leaders would rather grant deputy candidacies to powerful 
supporters than open the positions to competition. However 
most do want to achieve the unification of the anti-FSLN 
forces and have pleaded with Emboffs time and again to help 
them achieve this goal. The pressures of the Electoral 
Calendar (Ref B) demand a final decision and action (or not) 
on primaries -- hence the ultimatum and deadline. Time is 
running out. 


4. (SBU) Comment continued: The probability of PLC acceptance 
of the proposal is low -- Aleman\'s control of the party would 
be severely undermined if he could no longer name the 
departmental deputy candidates. Jose Rizo 

for the PLC nomination has 

past statements. Offering primaries to Rizo may pressure him 
to define himself to the public 

is truly independent from Aleman 

the PLC\'s national leaders refuse the democratic path to 
unity offered by the proposal in deference to Aleman 
Montealegre and other dissidents may gain considerable 
leverage to pressure local PLC leaders and supporters to 
finally abandon the party. 
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have their agency certify to the Department of State\'s 
Bureau of Diplomatic Security that the employee has 
undergone equivalent security training. The contact for 
this training is Assistant Director for Training at (703) 
205-2617. Country clearance will not be granted for any 
traveler with planned TDY in excess of 30 days if this 
information is not stated/certified. POC for additional 
information is RSO Wellington. 


b. The U.S. Mission in New Zealand currently rates the 
threat from transnational and indigenous terrorism as 
low. There are no terrorist groups or support groups 
believed to be operating in New Zealand at this time. In 
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light of the worldwide security alert all visitors should 
heighten their security awareness and report any unusual 
incidents to the Regional Security Officer. 


c. Anonymous telephonic threats and obscure threat mail 
have occasionally targeted U.S. diplomatic missions in 
New Zealand. In response to U.S. policies and actions 
various groups in New Zealand have demonstrated 
occasionally at the Embassy in Wellington and at the 
Consulate in Auckland. These demonstrations are usually 
small and are peacefully conducted. During these 
demonstrations 

services normally provide adequate protection to the 
Embassy and Consulate. 


d. New Zealand is considered a medium threat crime 
environment. As such 

experienced an increase in violent and petty crimes 
they are usually non-confrontational in nature. However 
home invasion robberies and assaults 

becoming more frequent. Burglaries and thefts occur 
countrywide but primarily in the large cities of 
Auckland 

should be especially aware that street crime 

scams and pickpockets is a daily occurrence in these 
cities. Common sense precautions should be taken 
especially at night 

opportunity. 


e. Generally 

role in the world drug situation; however 

indicates that New Zealand has been utilized as a transit 
point for shipments of Ecstasy 

Australia. The most abused drug in New Zealand is 
locally produced methamphetamine and cannabis. There 
have been increased amounts of lab seizures and violent 
crime associated with groups attempting to control this 
market. 


f. All forms of public transportation are generally safe 

at all times of the day; however 

should use common sense precautions so as to not become a 
target of opportunity. 


g. The traffic situation in Auckland can be difficult 

with a moderate amount of congestion. Wellington and 
Christchurch traffic is significantly better; however 
during rush hour moderate delays can be expected. 
Visitors are advised that traffic drives on the left-hand 
side of the road. Visitors are advised that traffic 
accidents are common and that it is safe to pull over so 
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that police may take an accident report. However 

visitors who experience hostility or anti-American 
sentiment should depart the scene immediately and notify 
the RSO. 


h. Precautions should also be taken to not discuss 
sensitive or classified information outside secure 
environments or over unsecured and/or cellular 
telephones 

sensitive information at the Chancery and not at hotels 
or residences. 


i. Visitors should also be aware of the State 

Department\'s Consular Information sheet for New Zealand 
and the most recent Worldwide Caution Public 
Announcements 

http://travel.state.gov 


j. In essence 

appropriate caution and be alert to their surroundings 
with regard to their personal security. Suspicious 
incidents/activities should be reported to RSO Wellington 
(Telephone (64)(4)462-6000 
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demonstrations 
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services normally provide adequate protection to the 
Embassy and Consulate. 


d. New Zealand is considered a medium threat crime 
environment. As such 

experienced an increase in violent and petty crimes 
they are usually non-confrontational in nature. However 
home invasion robberies and assaults 

becoming more frequent. Burglaries and thefts occur 
countrywide but primarily in the large cities of 
Auckland 

should be especially aware that street crime 

scams and pickpockets is a daily occurrence in these 
cities. Common sense precautions should be taken 
especially at night 

opportunity. 


e. Generally 

role in the world drug situation; however 

indicates that New Zealand has been utilized as a transit 
point for shipments of Ecstasy 

Australia. The most abused drug in New Zealand is 
locally produced methamphetamine and cannabis. There 
have been increased amounts of lab seizures and violent 
crime associated with groups attempting to control this 
market. 


f. All forms of public transportation are generally safe 

at all times of the day; however 

should use common sense precautions so as to not become a 
target of opportunity. 


g. The traffic situation in Auckland can be difficult 

with a moderate amount of congestion. Wellington and 
Christchurch traffic is significantly better; however 
during rush hour moderate delays can be expected. 
Visitors are advised that traffic drives on the left-hand 
side of the road. Visitors are advised that traffic 
accidents are common and that it is safe to pull over so 
that police may take an accident report. However 
visitors who experience hostility or anti-American 
sentiment should depart the scene immediately and notify 
the RSO. 


h. Precautions should also be taken to not discuss 
sensitive or classified information outside secure 
environments or over unsecured and/or cellular 
telephones 

sensitive information at the Chancery and not at hotels 
or residences. 
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i. Visitors should also be aware of the State 

Department\'s Consular Information sheet for New Zealand 
and the most recent Worldwide Caution Public 
Announcements 

http://travel.state.gov 


j. In essence 

appropriate caution and be alert to their surroundings 
with regard to their personal security. Suspicious 
incidents/activities should be reported to RSO Wellington 
(Telephone (64)(4)462-6000 
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28) to discuss a resolution for UNMIL\'s extension. All 
members accepted a six month extension 

U.S. and Japan. There was general agreement on much of the 
language of a resolution. 


3. Less compromising views surfaced on the matter of the 
UNMIL company currently deployed in Abidjan. The French 
proposed an amendment to authorize the extension of the 200 
Nigerian troops transferred to Abidjan for an additional 

three months. Rejecting the U.S. position that the Nigerians 
should return this week to Monrovia 

supported the French amendment. (The Russian support was \"in 
principle\" and subject to confirmation from Moscow.) The 
bottom line 

troops (with their armored personnel carriers) provided a 
greater value-added benefit in Abidjan than in Monrovia. 

They noted that the company comprised only 1.3 percent of 
UNMIL peacekeepers 

stability in Abidjan and that its return at this time without 
reinforcements for UNOCI could undermine UNOCIVs protection 
capabilities and the on-again fledgling peace process. They 
added that the next three months promised to be a sensitive 
and crucial period in Cote d\'Ivoire in determining whether 
Ivoirian parties would move forward to disarm 

identification documents 

French stated that they felt strongly about this issue. 


4. The French arguments were echoed by the UK 
Slovakia 

with varying degrees of emphasis 

maintaining peace in Cote d\'Ivoire in order to support 
stability in Liberia. China and Japan added 
explanation 


5. Several members 
preference for reinforcing UNOCI by means other than a 
temporary transfer. The UK suggested a lengthy extension 
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might reduce future flexibility of transfers. Nonetheless 

it supported the French argument that the presence of the 
Nigerian troops at this time was more important in Abidjan 

than in Monrovia. The UK and Ghana also observed that SRSG 
Doss had stated during consultations that the current UNMIL 
presence (1.6. 

respond to all eventualities in the near-term 

possible insecurity related to the issue of Charles Taylor. 


6. Several delegatons 

reservations on extending the UNMIL troop ceiling of 15 
noting that their instructions were to support the SYGVs 
recommendations. While other members also expressed a 
concern on this point 

flexible as long as the Nigerian company remained in Abidjan. 
(Comment: The inference seemed to be that the ceiling would 
have to be reduced to 15 

from Abidjan. End Comment.) 


7. In addition 

additional formed police unit 

report. (The U.S. noted our congressional notification 
requirement.) China 

recommended updating UNMIL\s mandate 

incorporating suggestions in the SYGVs report. Discussion of 
language relating to Charles Taylor was deferred until the 

next experts meeting scheduled for early afternoon Wednesday 
March 29. 


8. The current draft of the resolution (with U.S. brackets 
added to OP3) follows: 


BEGIN TEXT: 
The Security Council 


Recalling its previous resolutions and statements by its 
President concerning the situations in Liberia and West 
Africa 

2005 and 1638 of 11 November 2005 


Welcoming the Secretary-GeneralVs report of 14 March 2006 
(S/2006/159) 


Welcoming the inauguration of President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
and the installation of the newly-elected Liberian government 


Emphasizing that significant challenges remain in completing 
reintegration and repatriation of ex-combatants and 
restructuring of the Liberian security sector 
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maintaining stability in Liberia and the sub-region 


Expressing its appreciation for the continuing support of the 
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the 
African Union (AU) for the Liberian peace process 

for financial and other assistance provided by the 

international community 


Renewing its expression of appreciation to Nigeria and its 
President 

continuing stability in Liberia and the West African 
sub-region 

stay of former President Charles Taylor in Nigeria 


Stressing that former President Taylor remains under 
indictment by the Special Court for Sierra Leone and 
expressing its hope that he will speedily face prosecution 
before the Special Court for Sierra Leone 


Determining that the situation in Liberia continues to 
constitute a threat to international peace and security in 
the region 


Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations 


1. Decides that the mandate of the United Nations Mission in 
Liberia (UNMIL) shall be extended until 30 September 2006; 


2. Decides to extend the provisions of paragraph 6 of 
resolution 1626 (2005) for the period of specified in 
paragraph 1 above; 


(3. Decides that the provisions of paragraph 1 or resolution 
1657 (2006) shall be extended for a period of three months 
until 30 June 2006 

review the tasks and the troop level of the United Nations 
Operation in Cote dVlvoire (UNOCI) 

additional redeployments of personnel between UNMIL and 
UNOCI;) 


4. Requests the Secretary-General to review his 
recommendations for a drawdown plan for UNMIL in light of 
paragraph 2 above 

keep the Council regularly informed on UNMIL\'s progress with 
the implementation of the mandate; 


5. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter. 


END TEXT 
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regional cooperation. Australia and New Zealand will not 

sign the \"Guiding Framework\" but will send Deputy 
Minister-level representatives to the conference. None of 

the Pacific Island states that recognize Taiwan will attend. 
Ambassador Dinger will attend the conference\'s opening as an 
observer and invited guest. End Summary 


Heads of Government to Nadi 


2. (SBU) According to contacts at the Pacific Island Forum 
(PIF) 

the Pacific Island states with which it has diplomatic 
relations to attend the the conference (reftels) 

exception of Australia and New Zealand. Heads of government 
attending include Prime Minister Qarase of Fiji 

Papua New Guinea 

leaders of Vanuatu 

Micronesia 

bilateral sessions with Premier Wen on April 5. Fiji Foreign 
Ministry officials have told us that President lloilo is also 
scheduled to make the trip to Nadi to meet with Wen. 


\"Guiding Framework 


3. (C) PIF contacts said each of the eight countries noted 
above had already initialed the PRC-drafted \"Guiding 
Framework\" on China-Pacific cooperation (described in detail 
in Ref A). That document will be signed by ministers of 
commerce or trade on the morning of April 5. A number of 
bilateral agreements will also be signed during the 

conference. PNG High Commissioner to Fiji Peter Eafare told 
us PNG and the PRC would be signing four bilateral agreements 
on various aspects of economic cooperation. Eafare noted 
that he had advised Port Moresby against signing the \"Guiding 
Framework" but had been overruled. 
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Australia 


4. (C) Theresa Gambaro 

Affairs 

Luamanuvau Winnie Laban 

Affairs 

Australia\'s Deputy High Commissioner to Fiji 

Australia had originally planned to send a lower level 

person 

New Zealand to increase the level of representation. Neither 
Australia nor New Zealand will sign the \"Guiding Framework\" 
document. 


No Countries That Recognize Taiwan Attending 


5. (SBU) According to the PIF 

countries that recognize Taiwan will attend the conference 
(Kiribati 

Marshall Islands). Representives from the Marshalls 

and Kiribati had previously told us (Ref A) that they had 
received clear instructions not to consider accepting 
invitations to the conference. Nauru\'s High Commissioner to 
Fiji reiterated that stance to us March 28. 


Taiwan Rep Says Conference Exhibits Expanding PRC Influence 


6. (C) Sherman Kuo 

earlier this month that the PRC hopes to use the conference 
and the \"Guiding Framework!" to isolate countries that 
recognize Taiwan. This 

procedure for the PRC in the region. But the PRC has a 
larger goal in sight. The conference 

the beginning of a significant effort by the PRC to expand 
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its economic and political influence in the region. The 
PRC\'s spats with Taiwan 
this. 


Comment: A Big Splash 


7. (C) Wen\'s visit is already generating a large amount of 
press play in Fiji. We expect coverage to increase 
dramatically in the run-up to the visit. Despite the 
high-profile 


Column 3 

have expressed skepticism that the visit 

to be signed in conjunction with it 

impact. They point 

\"Guiding Framework\" is non-binding. Ultimately 

of Wen\'s visit will be judged by whether an already-active 
PRC uses these meetings to further ratchet up its level of 
activity in the region. 
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economic package for Okinawa 

6) Koizumi hangs tough on refusing large revisions in Futenma 
relocation plan; US-Japan realignment talks may resume April 4 
7) Five cabinet ministers meet and agree that 50% would be the 
limit for Japan\'s share of relocating Marines to Guam 

8) LDP rewriting law to allow strategic use of space by SDF 


9) Despite ODA pledge 
to economic assistance complicated by delay in GSDF troop 
withdrawal from Samawah 


10) New Cabinet Intelligence Director Mitani chosen for 
expertise: Chief Cabinet Secretary Abe 


11) Taiwan\'s Lee Teng Hui postpones trip to Japan 


Beef issue: 

12) US 

13) Farm minister Nakagawa: Need to listen to US explanation 
first before can decide on resumption of US beef imports 


14) Former prime minister Mori tells press that Prime Minister 
Koizumi\'s views must be taken into account in electing the next 
party president 


Articles: 
1) TOP HEADLINES 


Asahi: 
Supervisor of NTT Data\'s computer systems stole bank customer\'s 
loan card information 


Mainichi & Sankei: 

Tokyo District Court clears doctor of professional negligence for 
failing to remove part of cotton-candy stick from brain of boy 
who died later 
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Yomiuri: 
Government mulls designating Japanese breed of cow as 
intellectual property 


Nihon Keizai: 
Government considers allowing private broadcasting firms to set 
up holding companies 


Tokyo Shimbun: 
Tokyo Metropolitan panel\'s simulation: 5 
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M7.3 earthquake 
2) EDITORIALS 


Asahi: 

(1) We want to know whether Aum Shinrikyo founder is critically 

ill or faking illness 

(2) Tougher anti-monopoly law making progress toward elimination 
of bid-rigging 


Mainichi: 

(1) It is regrettable the trial of Aum cult\'s Matsumoto will end 
without his attendance in court 

(2) Integrated command of SDF: Need to dispel sense of 
sectionalism 


Yomiuri: 

(1) Primary school English: Teach English at the expense of 
Japanese? 

(2) Dismissal of trial of Aum founder Matsumoto: Defense team\'s 
attitude questionable 


Nihon Keizai: 

(1) Diet should put end to e-mail issue and deal with bills to 
full extent 

(2) Need for guidelines for Hospice care and specialists 


Sankei: 

(1) Primary school English: Teaching Japanese is fundamental 
(2) Fiscal reconstruction: Cuts in expenditures alone do not 
work 


Tokyo Shimbun: 

(1) Asahara trial: We want to hear his voice 

(2) Unemployment strike in France: Young people\'s concern should 
be removed 
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3) Tokyo Metropolitan Government Disaster Prevention Council 
releases report estimating that magnitude 7.3 quake in Tokyo 
would leave 5 


ΤΟΚΥΟ Shimbun (Top Play) (Slightly abridged) 
March 29 


The earthquake taskforce (chaired by Tokyo University Professor 
Emeritus Megumi Jizoue) of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government 
Disaster Prevention Council yesterday finalized and released a 
report on the estimated damage in the event of an earthquake in 
Tokyo. The report estimated that the death toll from a magnitude 
7.3 quake in Tokyo would reach approximately 5 

approximately 159 

that of the 159 

under fallen furniture 

made. The report also noted that approximately 4.48 million 
workers would be unable to return home from work. By station 
largest number 

stranded at Tokyo Station. 


The panel last month released an interim report. The final report 
released yesterday included damage caused by fallen furniture 
with the number of casualties added. 
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The report is based on the assumption of an earthquake occurring 
at 6:00 p.m. in the winter 

occur 

times or seasons. Wind speed of 6 meters per second 

during in this season 


Provided that such an earthquake occurs in the northern part of 
Tokyo Bay 

including approximately 550 

outside the metropolitan area and about 8 

be stranded. About 600 

stations 

90 


Looking at the number of stranded people according to area of 
resident 

home in Tokyo\'s 23 wards 

850 

and a total of 790 

Ibaraki Prefecture. 
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The report also estimated that the number of evacuees would be 
greatest the day after the quake 

have to flee due to fires. Approximately 2.5 million people would 
stay in shelters 

evacuate to areas unaffected by the disaster. 


4) Realignment talks postponed; US distrustful of Japan 


MAINICHI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 29 


Japan and the United States were scheduled to hold another round 
of intergovernmental consultations in Washington on March 30-31 
on the realignment of US forces in Japan with senior foreign 

affairs and defense officials attending. However 

talks will now be postponed at the US government\'s request. The 
proposal to defer the talks has bewildered Tokyo. In the 

meantime 

Okinawa Prefecture 

Corps Futenma Air Station to a coastal area of Camp Schwab in 
the city. However 

April. Behind the scenes of the US governmentVs postponement 
Washington is apparently distrustful of the Defense Agency 

has promised to carry out the Futenma relocation. The Japanese 
and US governments have been also facing rough going in their 
talks about their respective shares of the cost of relocating US 
Marines from Okinawa to Guam. The two governments had originally 
planned to wind up the talks and release a final report in late 
March. 


Last October 

report on their talks over the US military\'s realignment in 
Japan 

March 2006. The United States 

deadline. One senior official of the Defense Agency was 
apparently upset at the US government\'s notification 
VItVs unilateral and discourteous.V The US side cited the 
schedule in Congress schedule for its move to put off the 
scheduled talks. This also is \"too unnatural to suddenly postpone 
the talks 

Agency. 
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Meanwhile 

Nago Mayor Yoshikazu Shimabukuro were scheduled to meet in Tokyo 
to talk about the Futenma relocation issue. However 

meeting will be carried over to next week or afterward due to the 

death of former Nago Mayor Tateo Kishimoto. In their March 25-26 
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meetings 

runway\'s location and direction. However 

substantial changes to the governments plan to place a Futenma 
alternative in a coastal area 

the sea to build a sea-based heliport. Nago is not expected to 
concur on the coastal plan. With its postponement of the 
realignment talks 

future course of local coordination in Japan. At the same time 
the US government is also believed to have shown its distrust of 
the Defense Agency for taking so long to obtain local consent to 
the relocation plan. 


The Japanese government would like to hold a two-plus-two foreign 
and defense ministerial meeting of the Japan-US Security 
Consultative Committee by mid-April to work out a final report. 

If that is delayed into April or afterward 

to get relevant legislative measures through the Diet in the 

current session 

relocation and an economic stimulus package intended to expedite 
US military base relocation. 


5) USFJ realignment: Koizumi orders settlement with minor changes 
to gov\'t plan 


YOMIURI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 29 


Japan and the United States have now decided to postpone their 
talks over the realignment of US forces in Japan. The Japanese 
and US governments will accordingly delay their release of a 

final report into April. The two governments were scheduled to 
hold another round of consultations from tomorrow with senior 
officials for foreign and defense affairs attending. Meanwhile 
Prime Minister Koizumi met with Defense Agency Director General 
Nukaga and former ruling Liberal Democratic Party Vice President 
Taku Yamasaki in Tokyo yesterday evening. In the meeting 

told Nukaga and Yamasaki to retouch the government\'s plan to 
relocate the US Marine CorpsV Futenma Air Station in Okinawa 
Prefecture to the island prefecture\'s northern coastal city of 

Nago. Koizumi also told them expedite local consent to the 
relocation plan with minor changes. In addition 

asked them to study specific measures with due consideration for 
economic packages including remedies for local unemployment after 
the US Marines move Okinawa-based troops to Guam. 


Nago City will hold a funeral service on April 2 for the late 

Tateo Kishimoto 

mayor 

Shimabukuro next week for an early settlement of the relocation 
issue. 
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According to government officials 

governments concurred on putting off the talks scheduled for 

March 30-31 because US Deputy Under Secretary of Defense Lawless 
on the US side has been asked by the US Congress to account for 

the US military\'s global transformation around that time and the 
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US government therefore proposed rescheduling the talks for later 
dates. Tokyo and Washington are coordinating to reset the talks 
for April 4-5. 


It was only yesterday that the Japanese government announced the 
schedule for another round of talks. But the government had to 
reschedule the talks in only one day. In the meantime 

now in coordination with Nago over the planned relocation of 
Futenma airfield to a coastal area on the premises of Camp Schwab 
in Nago. However 

stands 

the US proposal. \"It might be a tactic of the US government 

having lost its patience 


6) Prime minister will not respond to large revisions in Futenma 
relocation plan 

month; Resumption of Japan-US senior working level talks on USFJ 
realignment proposed for April 4 


NIHON KEIZAI (Page 2) (Excerpts) 
March 29 


Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi last evening met in Tokyo with 
Defense Agency Director General Fukushiro Nukaga 

Democratic Party (LDP) Security Research Council Chairman Taku 
Yamasaki and others to discuss issues regarding the realignment 
of US forces in Japan. On the pending issue of an alternate 
facility for Futenma Air Station (Ginowan City 

Prefecture) 

revisions in the original plan. The Prime Minister ordered a 
settlement to be reached with Nago City during April with such 
minor revisions in the plan as changing the angle of the runway 
to be built on the coastal portion of Camp Schwab by 10 degrees 
counterclockwise. 


Yamasaki said: V'Although | am not saying that it would be better 
to move the spot 200 meters toward the ocean 

consideration of the local government that if it's a meter 

move it.\" Prime Minister Koizumi: V'No 

would be OK to say | am not against budging it even a centimeter. 
There\'s not much time left. | want things speeded up. V 
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At the start 

Yamasaki\'s advice 

the local coordination. Vice Defense Minister Moriya also 
attended the meeting. 


At the meeting yesterday 

senior working-level talks between Japan and US foreign and 
security affairs officers starting on the 24th had broken down. 

The Prime Minister that day contacted Nukaga and Yamasaki through 
Moriya. He apparently wanted to unify views because various 
statements were coming out one by one from within the ruling camp 
on the USFJ realignment problem. 


The Prime Minister 

between JDA chief Nukaga and Nago City were not making any 
progress 

the government's plan." Nukuga agreed to comply and they agreed 
that in the next meeting with Mayor Yoshikazu Shimabukuro 

would not accept the plan with a change in the angle of the 

runway and other minor revisions 
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Although senior working level talks of foreign and security 
affairs officials from Japan and the US had been scheduled for 
Washington on March 30-31 

Lawless 

on March 28 that he would not be able to attend the 
consultations. Although Lawless explained that the reason was 
due to Congress\' schedule 

Vthe US is angry 

resumption on April 4-5. 


7) Five cabinet ministers reach agreement on bearing up to 5096 of 
Guam relocation cost 


ASAHI (Page 4) (Excerpts) 
March 29 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo Abe 

Defense Agency Director General Fukushiro Nukaga 

Minister Sadakazu Tanigaki 

Koike held talks at a Tokyo hotel yesterday to discuss JapanVs 
share in the cost of relocating US Marines from Okinawa to Guam 
as part of the realignment of US forces in Japan. As a result 

they reached an agreement that Japan can bear only up to 5096 of 
WashingtonVs request for a total of 10 billion dollars for the 
planned relocation. The US has asked Japan to bear about 7.5 
billion dollars for the relocation. Japan has indicated that it 
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would be able to shoulder 3 billion dollars 

billion dollars in loan for building housing. The five ministers 
seem to have approved the possibility of additional funding. 


8) Space strategy: LDP panel calls for reviewing \"limitation on 
non-military use\" of space to allow SDF use 
law 


MAINICHI (Page 1) (Excerpts) 
Evening 


A subcommittee chaired by Takeo Kawamura under the Liberal 
Democratic Party\'s Special Committee on Space Development decided 
earlier today to draft lawmaker-initiated legislation 

space law\" 

viewpoint of national security. The bill would reverse the 

country\'s previous policy of limiting the use of space to 

peaceful 


The panel plans to draft the legislation to allow the country to 
use space under the purview of the right of self-defense. Based 
on that policy line 

Defense Forces to actively use space in accordance with 
international standards allowing space use for non-aggression 
purposes. Specifically 

intelligence on the unstable post-9/11 world and dealing flexibly 
with extensive disasters by using state-of-the-art satellites in 
the areas of national defense and disaster prevention. 


The committee also would like to have a minister for space and a 
strategic council for space installed in order to eliminate the 
harmful effects of bureaucratic sectionalism by adding the 
viewpoints of security and industrialization to Japan\'s space 
development 

development. 
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Based on the United Nations Space Treaty prohibiting the 
establishment of weapons of mass destruction in space 

adopted in 1969 a resolution on Japan\'s space development and its 
basic use of space 

military purposes. 


In 1985 

the SDF\'s use of space to commercial-off-the-shelf technologies 
only. For this reason 

been allowed. Following North Korea\'s firing of a Taepodong 
missile in 1998 


Column 3 
of identifying objects measuring 4 meters across 
inferior to spy satellites of other countries. 


9) Government releases 76.5 billion yen in yen loans for Iraq 
reconstruction: Remains unable to shift its assistance policy to 
economic cooperation; Timeline for pulling out GSDF personnel 
unclear 


SANKEI (Page 5) (Slightly abridged) 
March 29 


The Foreign Ministry yesterday released a plan to extend yen 
loans totaling 76.5 billion yen in support of the reconstruction 

of Iraq. The government plans to continue to support the 
reconstruction of Iraq even after the pullout of Ground Self- 
Defense Force (GSDF) 

cooperation through official development assistance (ODA). 
However 

intensifying in the nation 

launching of a new government even though about three and a half 
months have passed since the National Assembly election last 
December. There seems to be no timetable in sight for pulling out 
GSDF troops. 


The planned yen loans 

Iraq in over 20 years 

facilities at Umm Qasr 

irrigation facilities aimed to improve agricultural productivity 
at various locations across the country 

a thermal electric power plant in a suburb of Baghdad. 


The government has focused on the dispatch of GSDF troops and ODA 
in Iraq reconstruction assistance. With the decision to extend 

yen loans to the nation 

international community its stance of continuing Iraq assistance 

despite studying a possible withdrawal of GSDF personnel. 


At present 

countries 

Iraq. About 600 GSDF personnel have been engaging in assistance 
activities in Samawah in southern Iraq since January 2004. The 
number of GSDF members dispatched to Samawah has totaled 
approximately 5 


Japan had envisaged starting to withdraw GSDF personnel from late 
March and completing the operation by the end of May 

assumption of the launching of the new Iraqi government. However 
due to the chaotic situation in lraq 

this scenario. Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi also had to 

state 
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to indicate a timeline for the withdrawal of GSDF troops.\" 


10) Hideshi Mitani named cabinet intelligence director; Abe 
thinks great deal of his intelligence-gathering capability 


SANKEI (Page 5) (Excerpts) 
March 29 


The government decided yesterday to appoint Hideshi Mitani of the 
National Police Agency to serve as the successor to Cabinet 
Intelligence Director Toshinori Kanemoto 

1. 


Mitani joined the NPA in 1974. His appointment to a vice minister- 
level post is a triple-jump appointment 

government official. Lurking in the background is Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Shinzo AbeVs intention to strengthen the intelligence- 


SIPDIS 
gathering capability of the Prime Ministers Official Residence 
(Kantei) with an eye on the forthcoming prime ministerial race. 


Abe stated in a press conference yesterday: 


VStrengthening intelligence-gathering capability is extremely 
important to effectively implement JapanVs security and foreign 
policies. To reach that end 

would be necessary. V 


He indicated in his remarks that the government would move ahead 
with a review of its intelligence-collection system from a long- 
term standpoint by taking advantage of the appointment of Mitani. 


The selection of Kanemoto\'s replacement has been a pending issue 
for the government since last year. Kanemoto assumed the post in 
July 2001. It is now time for him to step down from his job. Some 
Kantei officials have been unhappy with Kanemoto 

has not reported to Kantei important information on North Korea 

and China. V" 


However 

motives among officials of not only the NPA but also the Foreign 
Ministry and the Defense Agency. The government looked into the 
possibility of appointing an official of the Ministry of Economy 
Trade and Industry for the reason that it was not good to give 

the NPA both the deputy chief cabinet secretary for crisis 
management post and the intelligence director post. The NPA 
however 
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Mitani was detailed to the Foreign Ministry and then to the 

Defense Agency. He served as a secretary to former Prime Minister 
Yoshiro Mori. He has many connections in political and 
bureaucratic circles. 


11) Taiwan Central News Agency: Lee Teng-hui postpones Japan trip 


ASAHI (Page 4) (Full) 
March 29 


Former Taiwanese President Lee Teng-hui has decided to postpone 
his visit to Japan 

fall or later for health reasons 

reported March 28. Citing a source familiar with Japan-Taiwan 
relations 
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in accordance with a doctor\'s advice to rest for the next three 
months. The former president was hospitalized for six days from 
March 19 due to a cold. Also suffering from fatigue 

reportediy even showed signs of light pneumonia. 


12) Japan 


SANKEI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 29 


Japan and the United States started two days of expert-level 
talks on beef trade in Tokyo yesterday. 


The two governments until now had exchanged views mainly in 
writing over the cause for vertebral columns - a specified risk 
material that could transmit BSE - found in a US veal shipment to 
Japan 

the experts! talks 

but with wide discrepancies remaining in their views about the 
safety of beef 


Foreign Ministry Deputy Director General Masato Kitera said in 
the meeting yesterday: 


\"The Japanese people now have questions not only about the 
problem of the meat-processing plant in question but also about 
the US government\'s checking function at such plants. | hope 
these talks will become an arena for the US to reply to Japanese 
consumers questions." 


Meanwhile 
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at the US Agriculture Department 

early resumption of US beef imports 

reply to any questions. We have implemented safety measures in 
hopes of resuming beef trade with Japan.\" 


Participating in the talks from the Japanese side are responsible 
officials from the Foreign Ministry 

Welfare Ministry 

Ministry. The US side explained in detail why banned vertebral 
columns were included in a shipment and what preventive measures 
the US has taken. 


Japan suspended US beef imports this January 
after it partially lifted aban on US beef 
columns were discovered in a shipment to Japan. 


Within the US 
of beef trade 
parties concerned. 


In its report submitted in February 

ineligible shipment was \"a unique case.\" Japan 

the meat-processing system in the US as a problem 

list of questions 

properly authorized plants for exporting beef to Japan. On these 
questions 

the ongoing meeting. 


13) Agriculture Minister Nakagawa: US explanations necessary for 
Japan to decide to resume US beef imports 
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YOMIURI (Page 9) (Full) 
March 29 


Agriculture 

yesterday that in the ongoing expert-level talks on the beef 

trade issue 

will be able to move on to the next stage.\" He indicated that in 
order to move ahead with discussion on Japan\'s resumption of US 
beef imports 

States are imperative. 


In the expert meeting yesterday 
properly certified plants for exporting beef to Japan 
side reportedly repeated the explanations it has made so far. 


Japan is poised to ask the US in the meeting today to clarify 
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various questionable points 
a shipment to Hong Kong. 


14) Mori: \"All-party approach is necessary\" in selecting Koizumi 
successor; Indicates need to take prime minister\'s view into 
account 


NIHON KEIZAI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 29 


Shunsuke Oba 


Former Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori 

met Japanese reporters on March 28 and emphasized the need for 
the party to be united in selecting the next Liberal Democratic 
Party president in the election in September. He said: \"It is 
important to create an atmosphere for all members to support one 
candidate. An all-party approach is essential.\" On the final 
judgment 

Minister Junichiro Koizumi\'s views.\" 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo Abe and former Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Yasuo Fukuda have been viewed as major candidates in 
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the presidential race. Both belong to the Mori faction. Asked for 
his view on this point 

make a judgment in a cautious manner while taking their 
intentions into consideration 


\"Both have yet to declare their candidacy. Once they decide to 
run in the election 
yet to reach that stage.\" 


Mori further commented: \"The blows and wounds suffered from the 
Koizumi reforms are serious. We must try to heal the wounds 
otherwise we will not be able to put up a good fight in 

elections.\" Touching on the fact that Mori himself and Koizumi 

both of who belong to the Mori faction 

minister 

next prime minister to be picked from the Mori faction again.\" He 
stressed the importance of building a unified party. 


In reference to the Koizumi administration\'s reform line 
said: 


\"Persons who are not interested in politics might be finding the 
current situation interesting 
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Column 3 
politics might be harboring doubts about the current state.\" 
SCHIEFFER 


58508 

Stability Agreement is not for the gain of one side and loss 

of the other side 

paraphrased Secretary Baker this way: Vl came to remind that 
Mongolia is wasting time by delaying the stability 

agreement.\" 


4. The opposition press was less polite: \"Onoodor\" 
(\"Today\") said \"The "two James Bakers\' are pressuring the 
Mongolian Government 

asked \"What was the real reason for James Baker\'s visit? 
Interference in Mongolia\'s internal affairs." \"Onoodor\" 

also had the toughest article 

Baker 

article claimed Secretary Baker\'s visit was a last ditch 
attempt to \"save the family business.\" 


5. From the comments in the media and from discussions with 
reporters and editors 

seems to be the feeling among the press that they were 
intentionally misled by the Mongolian government on the 
nature and reason for Secretary Baker\'s visit to Mongolia. 
Even the pro-government press was caught off-guard by 
Secretary Baker\'s reported advocacy on the Ivanhoe issue. 


SIPDIS 

And the opposition press was incensed that an official guest 
of the Mongolian government would lobby the Prime Minister 
on a private business issue. 

6. Ambassador Slutz hosted a Sunday afternoon coffee for 
the Secretary and his party on the first day of his visit 

and Acting DCM sat in on Secretary Baker\'s March 21 meeting 
with Mongolian President Enkhbayar -- at the GOM\'s 
invitation. Embassy did provide information on \"think tanks\" 
that could be potential partners of the Baker Institute. 
Embassy Ulaanbaatar was not otherwise involved in this 
private visit. 


Slutz 
58509 


58510 
investing closer to home 
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government would seek investment wherever it made 
sense. 


11. (SBU) Wong and Leong said that Trade Minister 
Rafidah would be the key decision maker on most 
aspects ofthe FTA. They suggested that the 
Cabinet would look to the Prime Minister for 
guidance when it comes to any particularly 
controversial decisions related to the FTA 

however 

be able to overcome any dissent if that is his 

desire. 


Comment 


12. (SBU) Bhatia\'s interlocutors were uniformly 
positive about the prospects of the U.S.-Malaysia 
FTA. They also conveyed an expectation that 
Malaysians would judge an FTA with the United 
States to support Malaysia\'s primary economic 
development objectives 

broadly welcomed in the end. For now government 
procurement appears to be the most prominent 
potential impediment. However 

additional education of our negotiating partners 

on our government procurement sector (including 
our own preference programs and the opportunities 
that will be created for Malaysian firms to bid on 
USG procurements) 

round 

the way for productive negotiations of this 

chapter. 


13. (U) Ambassador Bhatia has cleared this cable. 
LAFLEUR 
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Reconstruction\" The liberal Asahi\'s Kabul correspondent 
Kitagawa wrote (3/29): \"It has been more than four years 
since the fall of the Islamic fundamentalist Taliban 
regime. Although the nation has taken its first steps 
toward democracy with the convening of the National 
Assembly for the first time in 32 years 

Afghanistan remains hard. As seen by the frequent 
occurrence of suicide bombings 

lacking 

central government is continuing to look for assistance 
from the international community in the hope of 
eradicating armed groups and improving Afghanistan\'s 
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lagging living standards.... Afghanistan is a multiethnic 
country where ethnically organized armed factions fought 
a civil war. Among the members of the National Assembly 
there are many leaders and commanders of armed factions 
and they are not accustomed to arriving at solutions 
through discussion 

A local journalist stated 

National Assembly could once again become a venue for 
ethnic confrontation.\' Although the disarmament of these 
military groups ended in July 2005 

organizations are said to still exist.... 


2. \"The eradication of illicit drugs 

source of funds for the armed groups 

issue.... According to a report issued by the UN Office 

of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in September 2005 
production of opium in Afghanistan was 4 

decrease of 100 tons from the previous year but still 
accounting for 87 percent of global production. President 
Karzai has said that it will take at least 10 years to 
eradicate production. Donor nations met February in 
London and adopted an agreement that includes 
reconstruction targets for the next five years. The 
agreement also allows the US military and International 
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) to operate in 
Afghanistan through 2010 

dismantlement of all illegal armed groups by 2007 and the 
enactment of a law to curb bureaucratic corruption. The 
Afghan government has said that it needs 4 billion USD 
yearly to reach these targets. The more than 60 countries 
and international organizations attending the meeting 
pledged 10.5 billion USD over five years.... A diplomatic 
source in Kabul stated 

Afghanistan\'s reconstruction could be set back if the 
international community loses interest. US and ISAF 
troops may be needed beyond 2010. There is a long way to 
go until this country is stabilized." 


SCHIEFFER 
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legacy of past corruption 

taken strong steps against abuse by tax officials 

them they will be opened up to monitoring and scrutiny. \"No 
more forgiveness 


3. (SBU) A/S Hill praised the GOI for setting out a solid 
economic policy framework and taking several bold decisions 
over the past year 

cuts. However 

remains concerned about investment climate issues 
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uncertainty about tax 

commented that outlining known consequences," to officials 
engaged in corrupt activities can be a powerful tool. 


4. (SBU) Ambassador Pascoe noted that one of Mulyani\'s early 
successes was getting budget allocations sent to provicial 
governments on time (January 2) 

last year. Mulyani said that despite the allocations 

is watching spending because some localities are holding 
onto their money instead of using it for improved social 
services. On the labor issue 

manufacturing could no longer be a growth engine for 
Indonesia since it is now competing with China and Vietnam. 
Rather than focusing on manufacturing 

for new ideas to promote the underdeveloped services sector 
as well as agribusiness. Former President Suharto handled 
mining and mineral policy poorly 

is suffering from tensions. There is an urgent need for a 

new strategy for responsible natural resources development. 


5. (SBU) A/S Hill noted that despite the considerable press 
attention to India 

highlight Indonesia. Mulyani said that her two basic 
messages for the Secretary would be that on internal 
matters 

pushing reforms forward can be fatiguing 

seems that \"corruption\" is the only label in town. On 
external issues Mulyani said Indonesia needs support. 
\"Though we are not yet achieving strong results 

pat on the back that we are maintaining momentum on change 
in the right direction. We need support 

Dr. Rice can make supportive statements 

great 


AmCham Governors: Reforms on the Right Track 


6. (SBU) American Chamber of Commerce Board of Governors 
members told A/S Hill that President Yudhoyono is a savvy 
but cautious leader 
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with a solid economic reform program. However 
ministers 

\"political maturity.\" Nationalistic interests with their 
supporters in politics often undermine reform efforts. 
Within this dynamic 

policy decisions until the Indonesian public expects a 
change and perceives SBY has no other choice 
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opportunity to reach accommodation with his political 
opponents. On the whole 

approach is producing good results 

than most investors would like. They noted that SBY\'s 
success in raising fuel prices 126 percent in October 2005 
was emblematic of this approach 

contrast to former President MegawatiVs failed attempt to 
raise fuel prices in early 2003 by a much smaller amount. 
Some Board members did wonder 

maintain forward momentum. 


7. (SBU) AmCham Board members said that most American 
companies maintained their investments in Indonesia during 
and after the financial crisis 

have typically earned good profits over the past four years. 
But persistent business and investment climate issues 
continue to worry existing investors and deter significant 

new investment 

greatest risks to foreign investors. Under Indonesia\'s 

labor law 

cover the possible cost of severance payments for all their 
employees 

unless they have committed a crime and police bring criminal 
charges against them. Furthermore 

judicial system provides little guarantee of sanctity of 
contract. Frivolous cases remain a real threat 

those resulting in criminal charges against heads of foreign 
companies (i.e.: Newmont Mining and Manulife Insurance). 


8. (SBU) The Ambassador commented that the SBY 
Administration inherited the Newmont case and had 
miscalculated by entrusting the courts to quickly dismiss 

it. Amcham Board members said they continue to work closely 
with the Embassy and other business associations 

the influential Indonesian Chamber of Commerce 

and push the government on further reform. 


9. (SBU) Several AmCham members said that SBY and some of 
his ministers are very concerned that Indonesia is losing 

out in the regional competition for investment. As multi- 
nationals pursue a \"China plus one\" strategy in Asia 

appears most are viewing Malaysia 

more business friendly than Indonesia. The Ambassador noted 
there is a sense within the GOI economic team that Indonesia 
had lost 10 years of development while its ASEAN rivals had 
developed niches in sectors such as automotives and 
electronics. AmCham members expressed concern that Chinese 
investors 

ethnic Chinese Indonesian community 

their investments in Indonesia\'s oil 

A/S Hill agreed that China\'s regional and cultural links 


Column 3 

well as often shady business practices 

companies with a leg up in winning contacts in Indonesia. 
However 

including President Bush 

U.S. companies overseas. 


AMSELEM 


58513 

Father Thoai presented a letter to the Provincial People\'s 
Committee (PPC) of Son La informing them of his assignment 
on March 8 

take up his duties in the province. Thoai said that nearly 
all of his parishioners in Hoa Binh are ethnic Kinh 
(Vietnamese). At least 1 

live in Son La province as well 

unknown number of other ethnic minority followers in that 
province. Father Thoai has only been assigned to minister 
to Kinh believers. 


3. (SBU) Thoai said that the region as a whole has had a 
difficult history since the 1954 exodus of Catholics 

following the French retreat after the battle of Dien Bien 
Phu. In both provinces 

destroyed or appropriated in the 1950\'s and '60Vs. When the 
Catholic Church returned to Hoa Binh in 2002 

acquired new land to build a church. This building has 
housed the parish since 2004 although it is now too small to 
serve all parishioners. Father Thoai has asked the province 
for permission to lease a small amount of land on a hill 

near the current property to build another church. 

Catholics in Son La reportedly worship in three house 
chapels. Thoai noted that given the amount of land he has 
to cover to minister to his cross-border parish 

better if the Bishop were allowed to assign more priests to 
the job. Things are getting better 

twenty-seven young men from the region are currently 
studying in seminary and once ordained should be assigned to 
the diocese. The parish has grown with the return of pre- 
1954 Catholics and the addition of new converts through 
marriage and through births. Father Thoai performed 100 
baptisms of adults in 2005 and performs six infant baptisms 
each month. 


4. (SBU) The Ambassador offered to raise the property issue 
with the Hoa Binh PPC and the issue of accreditation to Son 

La with the Son La PPC. Father Thoai assented 

that Hoa Binh authorities have been very accommodating since 
the Church returned to the province. He also said when 

asked that he is not aware of any Protestants in Hoa Binh. 
(Note: The Evangelical Church of Vietnam (North) (ECVN) 
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confirms that there are no Protestant groups active in the 
province. End Note.) Father Thoai did not know how many 
Protestants there are in Son La 

4 


HOA BINH PPC 


5. (SBU) Following the church visit 

Hoa Binh PPC Chairman Bui Van Tinh. Following a discussion 
of economic issues (reftel) 

that all religious activities in Hoa Binh have been 
facilitated according to official policy. For example 

current parish church was built on land given by a Catholic 
family 

buy an additional piece of land that they have identified 
very soon. Tinh also noted that Hoa Binh Catholics have 
contributed positively to \"the unity of society and 
grassroots democracy.\" The Ambassador applauded the 
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province\'s efforts to facilitate religious freedom 

particularly the decision to allow the parish to expand. 

He cautioned 

Protestant followers will appear in the province because of 
its proximity to other Protestant areas. It is important 

that Hoa Binh\'s leadership understand their obligations 
under the Prime Minister\'s Directive on Protestantism and 
the spirit of the legal framework on religion when they deal 
with these groups. The Ambassador noted that not all local 
officials have been as accommodating to Protestants as the 
Hoa Binh PPC has been to Catholics. Tinh affirmed that the 
PPC is committed to the religious framework 

since \"religion never goes against the will of the people.\" 


SON LA PPC 


6. (SBU) As noted reftel 

Thuc\'s approach to issues 

a stark contrast with the Hoa Binh Chairman\'s attitudes. 
During his stilted welcome presentation he made no reference 
to religious freedom issues accept to say that the people of 
Son La have experienced spiritual and material improvements 
because of their education and training. As reported 

reftel 

session with the Chairman that one of his five main focuses 
as Ambassador is on human rights and religious freedom. As 
leader of a province with a large number of ethnic minority 
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Protestants 
than other PPC chairmen 


Dinner with Son La Chairman 


7. (SBU) At dinner the following night 

that the GVN\'s new religious framework has improved 
religious freedom in most of the country 

several instances where Son La Province could be doing 
better. The Catholic Church was allowed to establish a new 
diocese in 2002 that includes parts of both Hoa Binh and Son 
La provinces. There are at least 3 

alone 

Bishop Chuong has written to the PPC asking for permission 
for Father Thoai in Hoa Binh to travel to the province for 

this purpose. The diocese will also want to build a church 

in Son La eventually. The Ambassador urged Chairman Thuc to 
approve these requests. 


8. (SBU) The Ambassador also noted that there are at least 
2 

community affiliated with the ECVN. At least six groups 
have applied to register their activities with local 

authorities 

issued his instruction on Protestantism in early 2005 
clearly 

register these groups. Local officials who do not 
understand or do not like religion block believers\' efforts 
to register. In the past year 

the situation for Protestants has improved in Vietnam 
especially in the Central Highlands 

turning to the Northwest. V'I hope your director for 
religious affairs will take the lead in helping these people 
register their faiths 

that the question of removing Vietnam\'s designation as a 
country of particular concern for religious freedom (CPC) is 
likely come up in the run-up to President Bush\'s visit in 
November. Every possible step in facilitating Catholics\' 
and Protestants\' faiths in Son La improves the chances that 
CPC designation will be lifted. 


9. (SBU) Thuc said that the PPC pays close attention to GVN 
policies on religion including the PM\'s Instruction on 
Protestantism. (Note: It was clear at this point that the 
Chairman did not know the difference between Catholicism and 
Protestantism and seemed to think that the PM\'s instruction 
applied to the Parish\'s request and not the Protestants. 

End Note). The twelve different ethnic groups in Son La 

live together in solidarity 

religion here through we respect the right of people to 
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maintain their traditional identities. We do not have any 
Protestants and no religious groupings. Protestantism was 
introduced by lowlanders so we have no chapels or churches. 
Nevertheless 

organizations with their own administrative rules.\" 
Suggestions for such groups must come from a grassroots 
level 
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10. (SBU) The Ambassador challenged these assertions 
that there are believers in Son La who want to be able to 
worship. They are being blocked and this is wrong and 
against Vietnam\'s constitution 

some officials block nontraditional religious practices out 

of a misguided sense of protecting ethnic minorities 
Ambassador continued 

room for tradition and religion in Vietnam." The Ambassador 
also noted that more than a year before 

in Lao Cai and Lai Chau also said that they had no believers 
under their responsibility 

and the PPC chairmen in those provinces support these 
believersV efforts to register their activities. In Son La 

there are at least 3 

\"These are not large numbers but they still shouldn\'t be 
blocked from practicing their faith\". The Ambassador 
promised to provide the People\'s Committee with details on 
these people 

live in. 


11. (SBU) Thuc said that it is the PPCYs approach not to 
interfere in an individual\'s right to practice his own 
beliefs. The provincial leaders have instructed local 
authorities to build a \"cultural house\" in order to \"build a 
civilized life and to maintain cultural identities.\" 
Communities might even build churches if local officials 
approve 

religious freedom is sometimes not an easy issue 
reminded Thuc that Vietnam\'s national law is just that 
law of all Vietnam. 


Comment 

12. (SBU) The difference between the Hoa Binh approach to 
religious freedom and Son La\'s attitudes was stark. Hoa 
Binh PPC Chairman Tinh is a model for the kind of leaders we 
would like to see across Vietnam: policy savvy 

and moderate. We hope that Chairman Thuc\'s approach to 
this important social issue is becoming obsolete 
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have heard denials of the existence of religion from 
provincial leaders in the recent past. While it is true 

that Hoa Binh has not faced the generally more difficult 
problem of assimilating Protestants into their society and 
is thus an unfair comparison with Son La 

to come to terms with even its Catholic residents is 
troubling. Consistently 

concentrations of ethnic minorities have proven the most 
recalcitrant on religious issues 

issues. Lai Chau and Lao Cai demonstrate that attitudes can 
change 

turnaround. End Comment. 


MARINE 
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focused excessively on current events to formulate its policy. 
He argued that the ITF had limited the Turcoman voice at the 
national level because of its decision to run independently in 
the December 2005 national elections. As a result 

acquired only one seat 

uniting with the UIA. Kahiya predicted that if the ITF did not 
reform 


UNFAIR LAND DISTRIBUTION POLICIES 


4. (C) Kahiya complained that many Kurds continue to move to 
Kirkuk and grab land illegally. He confessed that the Kurds had 
the legal right to move into Kirkuk 

trespass or squat on others\' land. He qualified his stance 
however 

immoral for non-resident Kurds to populate Kirkuk in the run-up 
to the 2007 referendum. 


5. (SBU) In describing the Iraqi Property Claims Commission 
(IPCC) 

to resolve many of the claims given to it. A major problem 
according to Kahiya 

written. For example 

for \"public use 

claims. Kahiya said the Turcoman have met with the Council of 
Ministers in an effort to prevent the IPCC in Baghdad from 
reviewing additional cases until these deficiencies were 
accounted for and resolved. 


LEADERSHIP NOTES 


6. (SBU) Kahiya is a politburo member of the ITU. He served 
as the Kirkuk provincial council chairman for two years before 


Column 3 

Iraqvs first provincial elections in January 2005. Kahiya is 
from the Tisin neighborhood in Kirkuk. He graduated from a 
technical institute and later gained an advanced degree in 
religious studies. Kahiya is in his third year of law school at 
Kirkuk University. Kahiya fled Iraq in 1981 when the BaVath 
Party pursued him on execution orders. He remained active in 
the Iraqi Opposition community from 1981 to 2003. Kahiya in 
1991 helped form the ITU 

Party. 


7. (SBU) Abbas Bayati 

Transitional National Assembly and Council of Representatives 
leads the ITU. He served on the ΤΝΑΝς foreign relations 
committee 

from a nursing institute and later gained a master\'s degree in 
religious studies. Bayati is a prolific writer and hails from 
Diyala. 


8. (SBU) Jasim Muhammad Jafar 
Construction 
Tuz in the Salah ad Din province and earned a master's degree in 
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civil engineering. The ITU is lobbying to keep Jafar in his 
ministerial position in IraqVs permanent government. Bayati 
Jafar 

ITU membership is primarily reserved for Shia Turcoman. The 
party prefers to work with other sectarian or ethnic parties as 
counterparts rather than co-opting them into their party. 


COMMENT 


9. (C) Kahiya displayed an antagonistic stance toward the ITF 
which reflects the political and ideological divide that exists 
between Shia and Sunni Turcoman. Kahiya substantiated our 
assumption that the Shia Turcoman are aligned with the Turcoman 
on Kirkuk issues and the Shia coalition at the national level. 
The ITU\'s ability to acquire four seats in the Council of 
Representatives 

constituency - gained only one seat 

ITU\'s claim of superior strategy at maximizing the Turcoman 
voice at the national level. 

ORESTE 


58515 
live there. 


Column 3 
IRAQI ARMY PERSPECTIVE 


3. (C) The Iraqi Army 3rd Battalion is based just outside 
Yengija 

thirteen soldiers and injured fifteen soldiers on a 
three-kilometer stretch of road running through the village. A 
bomb that detonated inside the village\'s security tower the day 
before the security raid caused the three most recent deaths. 
General Anwar stated that lA forces received intelligence that 
Ansar al Islam terrorists were residing in the village. Some 
claim IA forces delivered a message to village leaders the day 
before the raid demanding that the villagers turn over 
terrorists operating in the area. General Anwar 

stated that the Iragi Army and village leaders - including the 
mayor - agreed to a military solution to oust the terrorists 

prior to the raid. 


4. (C) During the raid two innocent civilians were killed in 

what Anwar refers to as an exchange of gunfire\". He stated 
that it is unclear whether insurgents or IA forces were 
responsible. During the operation residences were torched 
beatings took place 

or destroyed. General Anwar admitted that \"mistakes had been 
made\" but insisted that the four terrorists the IA was targeting 
and their sympathizers within the village caused most of the 
damage. He stated that the terrorists were tipped off and fled 
the village during the raid. 


5. (C) General Anwar noted that a Turcoman officer led the 
raid and no arrests were made. The Iraqi Army has established 
dialogue with village leaders 

determine fair compensation to the family members of those 
killed and those affected by the raid. (Note. Coalition forces 
conducted an investigation several days after the incident took 
place and reported the following: \"our conclusion is that the 
operation did occur without proper authorization and may have 
resulted in damage to some property but there is nothing to 
suggest that the damage was excessive or malicious\". End Note.) 
TURCOMAN PERSPECTIVE 


6. (C) Mahdi\'s version of events includes a long list of 
\"atrocities\" committed by IA forces 

of generators 

mutilation of livestock. He stated that IA forces in the area 

are \"over ninety percent Kurdish.\" Mahdi warned that although 
the Turcoman are without a militia 

themselves for protection. He attributed the attacks on IA 
forces to Salam 

Yengija. 


Column 3 


JOURNALIST PERSPECTIVE 


7. (C) The journalist who arrived in the village shortly after 
the raid confirmed that many homes were damaged 
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stolen 

walls and homes filled with Koranic verses 

Islamic extremist presence in the village. It was his belief 

that former Sunni BaVathists (Turcoman and Arab) were most 
likely responsible for the attacks on the lA. He also noted 

that there were incidents of Turcoman attacking local Kurds 
saying that they were spies for the Coalition. (Note. The 
journalist - a Kurd - has a reputation for being \"independent\" 
but previously spent a long career working for PUK publications. 
End Note.) 


COMMENT 

Yengija probably was a legitimate security threat to the IA 

it seems that the IA may have overstepped what should have been 
an appropriate military response. We do not have enough 
information to determine how much ethnic tensions played into 
this event 

friction fueled the fire 

three largest ethnicities co-mingle. The Turcoman threat of 
arming themselves for protection is one that is heard with 
increasing frequency as their frustration mounts. 

ORESTE 
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exchange of experience\" in building the institutions of a 
democratic system. 


ADDIS ABABA CITY ADMINISTRATION 


5. Meles state that the \"government has worked tirelessly to 
ensure that the people are governed by the people they 
elected. Although the opposition have not obtained enough 
signatures to take control the city administration within the 
time frame allotted 

would be given an additional three weeks 

gather the required number of signatures. If successful 
those elected representatives will assume responsibility for 
the administration of Addis and also that of its sub-cities 


Column 3 

and kebeles. Ifthe opposition cannot gain enough 

signatures 

be dismissed and a care-taker administration comprised of 
professionals with a clear mandate to undertake economic and 
social development activities will take its place. The 
care-taker administration would serve for one year at which 
point a new election for city government would take place. 


BORDER 


6. The Prime Minister reaffirmed Ethiopia\'s acceptance of 
the Boundary Commission decision and its readiness to 
implement the decision. However 

\"strong conviction on the need for dialogue in the 
implementation of the decision 

conventional practice in other countries 

a Vdurable peace. Meles thanked the U.S. government for its 
initiative and acknowledged that the meeting in London was a 
positive step 

The Eritrean government 

responsible for the lack of progress on the issue. 
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7. Likening Coalition of Unity and Democracy (CUD) 

activities to a failed attempt at an Ethiopian version of an 
\"Orange Revolution 

had prevailed in the country. He warned that the violence 
advocated by the CUD would only disrupt the country\'s 
development 

and create hopelessness amongst the people. Meles accused 
the CUD of coordinating with other anti-peace elements such 
as the Eritrean government 

existing remnants of the Derg regime. 


HEALTH CARE 


8. Meles reported the governmentVs efforts in the health 
education and environment sectors. The Prime Minister 
announced that thousands healthcare workers have been trained 
and hundreds of new clinics have been opened. Seventy 
percent of children needing vaccinations were inoculated and 

25 percent of women needing family planning services had 
access to it. Free medical service for those with HIV/AIDS 


Column 3 

has grown from 900 to 23 

that for the first time 41 percent of the country\'s kebeles 
will have their own health clinics. 


9. Meles cited overcrowding 

teaching tools and trained teachers as the government\'s 
primary challenges in improving education. The government 
plans to open 13 new universities in 2006 and will recruit 
experienced foreigners to assist in managing these 
institutions. Meles noted that broadband internet access for 
all of its universities is planned. Currently there are 

99 


10. Reporting on severe drought in several pastoralist 

regions 

repairing water wells 

water in tankers for the 2.5 million people affected. To 
overcome limited implementation capacity 

organizational structure of Afar and Somali regions would be 
redesigned to ensure greater efficiency and accountability. 
Meles stated that decision-making is being decentralized down 
to the woreda level to ensure wider participation of the 

people in development activities. 


OPPOSITION MPs RESPOND 


11. Following the Prime Minister\'s speech 

members took the floor to respond. Beyene Petros (UEDF) 
criticized the delay in completing the studies conducted by 
the foreign consultants on parliamentary procedure 

and the media. Commenting on the proposal presented by the 
Prime Minister regarding the handover of sub-cities and 
kebeles administration to elected members of the Addis 
government 

was unconstitutional. He said the government should find a 
political solution to the city handover. Beyene expressed 
his concern about the ongoing unrest by citizens 
(particularly students) taking place in different parts of 

the country. He added that since Meles openly blamed the OLF 
for the disturbances 

with the organization. Regarding the health sector 

said that most of the health centers he visited were not 
adequately equipped and do not have competent health 
professionals. He added that in a country where more than 
four million people are reported to be infected with 
HIV/AIDS 

pitiful. 


12. Merera Gudina (UEDF) said that though Meles talked about 
dialogue with members of the opposition 


Column 3 

violations against opposition members worsen each day. He 
said Oromo National Congress (ONC) members are arrested 
without court order. He asked the government for a temporary 
administrative solution in arranging media access for 
opposition parties. He also noted that the government should 
resolve the problem with the Addis administration through 
dialogue. 


13. Lidetu Ayalew (UEDP-Medhin) said he supported Meles\' 
proposal to extend the registration time for elected members 
of the Addis administration. In the event of a new election 
for the Addis government 

only be held for those not wishing to take their seat versus 


ADDIS ABAB 00000839 003 OF 003 


a complete election for all seats. Lidetu noted that the 
basic problems that resulted in the election-related 
confrontation 

intimidation and detention of opposition members 

been addressed. He concluded by criticizing the NEB for its 
bias and lack of professionalism and commented that the 
organization is too close to the ruling party. 


14. Two other members of the opposition raised concerns 
after the Prime Minister's speech. Temesgin Zewdie (CUDP) 
stated that the elected members of the Addis administration 
could not meet freely to discuss taking over the city 
government. Negasso Gidada (independent) expressed his 
concerns about ongoing student unrest and warned that it 
could easily get out of hand. 

HUDDLESTON 
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of U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Chris Hill 

the view that not only did the U.S. appreciate what we were 
doing in the Pacific 

could do together 

blocks for our relationship into the future." 

McCormick 


58518 
this reason 
negotiations. 


3. (U) HNA cited three reasons for their inability to 

operate flights to the United States at this point: (1) HNA 

is not a designated carrier to the United States under the 
terms of prior U.S.-China agreements; (2) HNA only has two 
long-range aircraft on its fleet (two 767-300s 


Column 3 

case do not have the necessary range to fly nonstop from 
China to America; and (3) The airline is still conducting 

market analysis to determine which American markets would be 
most promising. 


4. (SBU) Explaining to HNA that we understood these 
limitations 

the fact that HNA is not a designated carrier 

affected by the upcoming negotiations. Moreover 

part of a group of six Chinese state-owned airlines that in 
January agreed to buy 60 Boeing 787s 

have the requisite aircraft in its fleet to fly to America 

by as early as 2008. Therefore 

talks were of more than passing importance to HNA. In 
response 

reasons previously stated. (Note: China already has 
available designations that it could award to HNA 

aviation authorities have chosen not to do so. Nonetheless 
if more designations are made available to China after the 
April talks 

carrier would presumably improve. HNA would still have to 
overcome its own operational deficiencies before it could 
begin flights to the United States. End note) 


5. (SBU) Despite the current limitations 

interested in at least exploring the possibility of flying 

to the United States in the future. As one of its 
representatives stated 

American market] is profitable.\" (Note: This conflicts 
somewhat with an assertion made in November by a China 
Southern Airlines (CSA) representative 

Chinese airlines are hesitant to enter the American market 
because they feel unable to compete against the local 
carriers. In fact 

money-loser for them 

with the market than with CSA\'s own operational constraints 
(see REF B). End note) 


It\'s different on the cargo front 


6. (SBU) HNA confirmed that Yangtze River Express 
Group\'s all-cargo airline 

Massachusetts Port Authority (Massport) regarding the 
possibility of starting flights between China and Boston. 
The airline\'s base is in Shanghai 

flights to Boston would be from there as well. 


Comment: We\'ll get there when we get there 


Column 3 

7. (SBU) HNA officials conveyed a sense of apathy regarding 
the upcoming talks 

airline\'s perceived impotence to influence the process. 

This 
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flying to the United States 

However 

only when and if Beijing deems it appropriate 
is probably adopting a \"wait and see\" attitude. 


8. (U) For more information about HNA 
DONG 
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best in China.\" Taking a direct jab at our host cities of 
Guangzhou and Beijing 

province\'s largest city 

the air].\" Meanwhile 

Hainan 

relatively clean. Finally 

\"better than in any other province of China.\" 


4. (U) According to He 

environment is not fortuitous. Since its establishment in 
1989 

to the island\'s environment and undertaken great efforts to 
protect it. In Hainan 

\"productive force\" and a \"lifeline 

\"ideology\" of environmental protection serves as a guide to 
development. Rewarding these efforts 

Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) designated 
Hainan as ChinaWs first \"ecological province.\" (Note: 
Since that time 

provinces. Bai Keming 

to 2002 

strategy in Hebei 

in Hainan. End note) 


Striking a balance 


5. (U) Of course 

in the abstract by Hainan\'s government. Rather 
environmental concerns are balanced with the island\'s 
economic development. Since 2000 

growing at about 10% a year 

living standards in Hainan. The crux of Hainan\'s economic 


Column 3 

growth strategy is in the development of its secondary and 
tertiary sectors 

reliance in agriculture (REF A). This has necessarily had 
an effect on Hainan\'s environment 

to mitigate by postulating the \"three don\'ts\": (1) Don\'t 
pollute the environment; (2) Don\'t destroy natural 
resources; and (3) Don\'t duplicate projects which in 
practical terms means 

island\'s south and east 

Since some pollution and some destruction of natural 
resources 

industrial sector is to be developed 

and (2) mean \"don\'t needlessly pollute or destroy.\" End 
note) 


The paradox of tourism 


6. (U) Certainly 
environment stems from its desire to attract visitors in 


increasing numbers. The island\'s government is very aware 
that its environmental quality and natural resources are key 
selling-points for tourists. For this reason 

essentially corrals its factories in a few areas in the 

island\'s west 

and other tourist attractions. At the same time 

itself can be a strain on the environment. The DLER 
officials we met with are aware of this 

the environmental impact of new developments is evaluated 
before they are approved. 


VSA LIVE MSG 
Comment: Easy does it 


7. (SBU) Tourism alone will not be enough for Hainan to 
sustain 10% GDP growth 

continues to grow at a brisk rate. For this reason 
province must continue to develop its industrial sector. 
The strategy of containing factories and other fixed sources 
of pollution to certain areas of the island works well in 
its stated goal of protecting the premium spots 

Sanya. However 

close to the \"sacrificed\" areas. Moreover 

continues to benefit from its industrialization 

be a temptation to expand its scope 

for industrial build-up. 


Column 3 

8. (SBU) Meanwhile 

all but ruined by mass tourism 

their experiences in mind. With rising incomes across the 
country 

grow. Meanwhile 

still relatively low 

the tourists and their dollars (and yen 

begin to pour in 

flow in the name of its environment. The Hainanese would do 
well to remember that 

short stay 

to lose the most from any environmental degradation. 
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still expects action against the PKK. Senator Warner agreed 
that fighting terrorism is not the responsibility of any one 
country 

Senator Levin added that the PKK problem will be worse if 
Iraq is divided. Quoting the US military 

be no military solution without a political solution. To get 
there 


NO “SUMMARY EXECUTION\" ON ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 


7. (SBU) Erdogan stated flatly that an Armenian Genocide 
resolution \"will impact our relationship.\" In his view 
Armenians have yet to recognize Turkey\'s \"goodwill\". Turkey 
has opened it archives and invited third countries and 
Armenia to do the same so that policy specialists 
archeologists 

together 

Lobbying activities 

will not accept a V'summary execution\" on this issue. He 
stated his belief that the US Senate would continue to 
demonstrate sensitivity on this issue. Senator Warner 
responded that there are two sides to every story but agreed 
that history will be the judge. Warner said that 

part 

today. 


Senate Armed Services Committee Delegation 


8. (U) Senator John Warner (R-VA) 
Senator Carl Levin (D-MD) 
Senator Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 
Senator Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) 
Senator Craig Thomas (R-WY) 


Column 3 
Senator Ken Salazar (D-CO) 


9. (U) The delegation did not have an opportunity to clear 
this cable. 


Visit Ankara\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/ankara/ 
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Syria 

effective than isolation. Ozkok complained about Greeks\' 
intercepting Turkish Air Force flights in the Aegean. Gen 
Pace raised American defense companies" recent difficulties 
in the Turkish market 

same equipment work more closely together. Ozkok offered a 
spirited defense of offsets and Turkey\'s demands for 
technology transfer. Both generals agreed to look for ways 
to expand bilateral training opportunities. End Summary. 


2. (C) CJCS Gen Pace met with Chief of the Turkish General 
Staff GEN Hilmi Ozkok for 1.25 hours on March 23. Ozkok 
thanked the Chairman for supporting Turkey\'s Center of 
Excellence-Defense Against Terrorism (Gen Pace spoke at a 
COE-DAT-sponsored counterterrorism conference the next day). 
He observed that Turkey was in a crucial area of importance 

to the US. While important during the Cold War 

relations were even more important today 

agreed 


Iraq 


3. (S) Ozkok argued that Turkish cooperation on Iraq 
contributed greatly to CF efforts there 

several northern no-fly zone operations after 1991 

Turkish airspace 

vote prohibiting US troops to transit Turkey 

special operations forces to cross the border. While 
regretting the daily loss of life in Iraq 

sometimes sacrifices were necessary to achieve difficult 
objectives. He assessed that the process in Iraq was moving 
forward 


4. (C) Ozkok underscored the importance of Kirkuk as a symbol 
of all of Iraq 

involve all Iraqis. Similarly 

should be used for the benefit of all Iraqis. 


Column 3 

5. (C) Gen Pace expressed appreciation for Turkey\'s 
contributions in Iraq and reviewed recent progress in 
developing the Iraqi Army 

Terrorists understand that Iraq is now the \"center of 

gravity\" of the GWOT 

provide sufficient security for the Iraq to get on its feet 
support the IragisW forming an inclusive 

government 

and killing them but also building the economy and 
infrastructure to reduce unemployment and the temptation to 
take up arms. Walking away from Iraq would only encourage 
the terrorists. He cautioned 

terrorism would be a long one. Ozkok recalled news reports 
earlier in the day of Senate Armed Services Committee members 
saying that the US is a great country and would solve the 
problems in Iraq. (CODEL Warner had meetings in Ankara 
earlier the same day 

security 


6. (C) Ozkok said that conflict between different groups in 
Iraq could lead to invitations for assistance from neighbors. 
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Turkey 
in Iraq. It would be far better to cooperate for the benefit 
of Iraq. That is why TGS supports assisting the US. 


PKK 


7. (C) Ozkok said he understood why the US has not taken on 
the PKK in northern Iraq. He expressed appreciation for 
US-Turkish intelligence exchanges and especially for US 
efforts against these terrorists in Europe. Nonetheless 

more needed to be done in Iraq. He said the PKK operates its 
logistic support and training activities in Iraq without 

fear 

out in attacks in Turkey. The mountainous border is 
impossible to protect without assistance on the other side 

and there is none. He hoped the US would do something to 
avoid giving the PKK the impression that we view it as a 
friend. Strong statements by senior officials would help. 


8. (C) CJCS responded that the PKK is a terrorist 
organization and is 

Iraq 

the US has taken against the organization ) dedicating over 
20 analysts at JAC Molesworth to the PKK 

finances and criminal activity in Europe 


Column 3 

locate PKK leaders in Iraq. Attacking tne PKK would be 
equivalent to opening another front in the war. Instead 
priority should be on the stability and governance of Iraq 
first 

presence. That said 

keeping the PKK on edge 

be done in that regard when he returned to Washington. 


9. (C) Regarding the situation in Turkey 

some people talk of a \"Kurdish problem." (Note: PM Erdogan 
caused a stir last year when he used this term in public 
remarks in Diyarbakir. End note.) \"There isn\'t one 

according to Ozkok. Instead 

southeast are due to geography. \"Even Kurdish businessmen 
invest in the West 

income were $10 

Kurdish state. 


lran 


10. (C) Ozkok declared Iran\'s effort to acquire nuclear 
weapons concerned Turkey 

the \"proliferation axis\" from North Korea through China 

India and Pakistan was reaching Turkey\'s borders. He called 
for the elimination of nuclear weapons from \"the area.\" TGS 
has only minimal relations with the Iranian military. He 
suggested that convincing China and Russia that a 
nuclear-armed Iran would be a threat would be useful. 
Nonetheless 

counterproductive 

self-sufficiency. Dialogue would be more likely to succeed. 
Gen Pace responded that there was a great deal more diplomacy 
likely to occur before this issue is resolved. 


Other Issues 


11. (C) Other issues the two generals discussed were: 


-- Exercises/Training: Ozkok and Pace agreed that we should 
informally preview requests for training or exercises in 

Turkey so we could consider Turkish constraints in our formal 
requests and avoid putting TGS in the awkward position of 
turning us down. Gen Pace added that 

commitments to OIF and OEF diminish over the next year or so 
we should review our bilateral exercise schedule to resume 
activities suspended because we lacked available forces to 
participate. He pledged to do what he could to break down 
barriers to working and training together. 


Column 3 
-- Aegean: Ozkok complained about Greeks\' intercepting TUAF 
flights 
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Aegean 

areas of international air and sea space from other 
militaries\' use. He said Turkey did not want to provoke 
Greece 

seas from shrinking was in the interest of the US as well. 


-- Defense industry: Gen Pace raised the difficulty American 
defense firms were having participating in Turkish tenders. 
Noting that he wasn\'t a salesman 

exclusion of American equipment would erode opportunities for 
our militaries to work together at lower levels (mechanics 
operators 

industry was now more developed and capable; thus 

requires offsets. Some technology transfer restrictions also 
cause problems for Turkey 

preference was for American helicopters 

tamper with the software code making a system inoperable; 
that was why Turkey wanted to develop its own mission 
computers. Ozkok also expressed concern that American firms 
could not say up front whether they will be permitted to 

deliver systems they are bidding to provide. Nevertheless 

he thought all these issues could be solved if the two sides 
came together to do so. Gen Pace said he would look at US 
restrictions once he returned to Washington 

to also work to find a solution. 


--Kosovo: \"Kosovo is a crucial issue that will impact on the 
entire region 
careful.\" 


-- Syria: General Pace asked for Ozkok\'s advice in dealing 
with Syria. The CHOD replied that Asad is young and looks to 
the future 

hard-liners. He thought \"good psyops\" directed at the people 
coupled with support for the president could change the 
country\'s direction. 


12. (U) CJCS cleared this message. 


Visit Ankara\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/ankara/ 
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bitter note. Abdullah basically told Karzai 

want me as foreign minister -- otherwise 

He was not sure what he would do next 

the private sector. He did not want to merely enjoy the 
\"comfortable lifeV' at the UN in New York 

would be well qualified for that post. Exhibiting a bit of 
disdain for Afghans living abroad 

here and help the country. 


5. (C) Abdullah did lash out a little at the \"yes-men\" around 
the President in the Palace who had launched a campaign 
against him. There had been a constant barrage of criticism 
regarding the MFA. Ambitious advisers were playing games in 
order to advance their careers (Karzai\'s chief of staff Jawed 
Ludin wanted London 

National Security Adviser Rassoul wanted the Foreign Ministry 
or a major ambassadorship). Someone (probably Spanta) had 
spread the word that Abdullah was insufficiently supportive 

of the President following a perceived public insult from the 
Pakistanis to which the MFA had not responded. He knew the 
Pakistan equation better than anyone in the GOA 

Abdullah seemed to harbor resentment at Afghans who had 
returned from abroad but were not committed to the country 
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in many cases leaving their wives and children overseas 
(though an MFA staffer mentioned later that Abdullah\'s own 
family is in India.) 


6. (C) COMMENT: Abdullah left open the option that Parliament 
might not confirm Spanta as FM and Karzai might ask him to 
resume the post. Spanta is often labeled as a \"leftist\" and 
disliked by commanders and former warlords 

in the Parliament 

Abdullah should in theory have enjoyed strong support from 
Qanooni 

hear that Qanooni pushed harder for his former campaign 
manager General and former Deputy Minister of Defense 
Barialei Khan to get a cabinet position than Abdullah. 
Qaanooni reportedly wanted Barialei 

candidate (unexplained wealth) to get MOI. Qanooni is said 
to be unhappy about the cabinet list 

that he wants to knock out 50% of Karzai\'s candidates during 
the confirmation process. END COMMENT. 


NORLAND 


Column 3 
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he stated 

some respect for their religion and culture. If Denmark 
these circumstances 

have Cuba 

media freedom? \"This is the clash of civilizations 

the world we live in today.\" he added. (COMMENT: Mission 
notes that GRULAC is maneuvering in other areas: Other 
delegations have advised the Mission that Cuba 

Venezuela wanted GRULAC to send a group letter to the 
Director General criticizing Amcit ADG for Education Peter 
Smith\'s reorganization plans and urging UNESCO to follow up 
on recommendations issued by regional UNESCO Ministerial 
Conferences. This may be a reference to the recent MOST 
Conference in Buenos Aries. There are a few holdouts in 
GRULAC that opposed this letter 

minority. END COMMENT.) 


4. The Council discussed a University of Oslo audit of the 
IPDC program and its reforms and resolved to develop 
benchmarks to help media professionals 

development agencies 

analyze the various elements of a media system and to 
identify areas where support is required. Israel 

and other countries expressed interest in better evaluation 
tools for IPDC programs. A thematic debate was organized in 
cooperation with UNESCO\'s Information for All Programme 
(IFAP) on community radio and blogs. 


5. (SBU) Secretariat sources approached the Mission on the 
margins of the joint IFAP/IPDC thematic debate to inquire 
whether we would support a non-instrument \"moral\" 
declaration dealing with Infoethics principles. The 
Secretariat staffer stated that Chile and Peru were 


SIPDIS 

interested in pursuing this 

might also be interested. He stated that he was trying to 

find other countries that would support the project. 
(COMMENT: This is a classic example of how the Secretariat 
often works at UNESCO - a staffer gets an idea and then 
lobbies countries to take it on - not the other way around. 
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END COMMENT) Mission relayed this conversation to more 
senior staff that had not heard of any C and | initiatives 

on infoethics beyond general discussion by IFAP members. 
The senior staffer noted that some countries active in the 
IFAP debate had also pushed for ethics for journalists 

move that the C and | sector reportedly opposed since it 
would hinder media freedom. (COMMENT: The Danish Cartoon 
Controversy still looms over UNESCO 

over Cubas candidacy unfortunately demonstrated. We note 
that it has rekindled the \"ethics\" debate for the Internet 

and for journalists yet again. While the Secretariat has a 
strong record of commitment to media freedom 

ahead may be very bumpy indeed. END COMMENT.) 


6. (SBU) Mission was advised by the Secretariat that the 

most important issue for the C and | Sector at the Executive 

Board would be the debate on media freedom and UNESCOV\'s role 
after the Danish Cartoon controversy. While some Arab 

countries took a harder line than others 

continued to be division among European Union members. The 
Nordics (COMMENT: Norway and Iceland are not in the 

European Union. END COMMENT.) were strongly in the corner 

of media freedom 

EU President 


7. (SBU) The Secretariat staffer also stated that the 

Library of CongressY John van Oudenarem had been in touch 
with the Communication and Information sector to follow up 
on Associate Librarian for Library Services 

visit to UNESCO. According to the staffer 

Oudenarem were discussing holding a conference to support 
the WDL either in Paris or in Washington in the autumn of 
2006. She noted the Secretariat\'s preference for Paris to 
bring parties together on these questions. 

8. (SBU) COMMENT: The sensitivity of issues involving 
freedom of expression is appearing in multiple UNESCO arenas 
in advance of the Executive Board. Mission was surprised to 
learn that the Library of Congress (LOC) had gone forward 
with joint UNESCO conference plans and notes the continued 
need for clarifying the lines of communication between the 
USG and UNESCO on the World Digital Library Project. END 
COMMENT. 


Column 3 
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that absent a balance of power 
been brought in to ensure stability. 


4. (C) DAS Barks-Ruggles noted that Washington would be 
interested in conceptual ideas on regional security. There 

is an appreciation for the complexities of the Iran-Gulf 
relationship 

which would improve the situation without constantly 
requiring the U.S. to act as the stabilizer has been batted 
about in academic and think tank circles. Progress on these 
regional issues could assist progress on other \"harder\" 
issues. 


5. (U) This message was cleared by DRL DAS Barks-Ruggles. 
SISON 
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cautioned about the coup remark. He traced this position 

to his successful addition of a strong defense of the 

Foreign Ministry\'s role in economic diplomacy into the 
Prime Ministers response to a question posed in a Diet 
Budget Committee session. The Prime Minister's response 
had been formally cleared interagency 

stressed nevertheless that he (Ishikawa) was in danger of 
being \"attacked\" as a result of this \"victory.\" (Comment: 
We had heard that 

Foreign Ministry\'s speech was not cleared interagency. End 
comment.) 


4. (C) Ishikawa also drew attention to the parts of AsoVs 
speech on a possible FTA with the United States. He 
stressed that the current ambivalent language was a more 
positive to an FTA than the flat WnoW that had been Japan\'s 
position earlier. 


5. (C) Ishikawa also stated that he had met with the 
Australian Ambassador and had suggested the possibility of 

a more limited trade agreement than the full economic 
partnership agreement" that had been envisioned. He noted 
that it would not be possible for Japan to negotiate a FTA 

that would meet WTO standards 

arrangement might be possible. Once an agreement had been 
struck with Australia 

United States. He added that he had received some support 
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from (unnamed) senior bureaucrats in the Ministry of 
Agriculture 


6. (C) Amb. Michalak outlined his ideas for greater APEC- 
ASEAN cooperation and described the pilot project on avian 
influenza (Al) that the United States envisioned. Michalak 
also asked whether Japan could provide funding to assist 
the ASEAN members who could not receive aid from the United 
States: Cambodia and Burma. Ishikawa asked APEC Office 
Director Minami to look into whether some of the USD 1.5 
billion that Japan had pledged in development assistance to 
fight Al could be used for that purpose. Michalak then 
indicated that Japan should consider the possibility of 
including support for ASEAN in the framework of the U.S.- 
Japan Strategic Development Alliance. 


7. (C) Ishikawa raised the topic of anew economic 
partnership with the United States and called for an 

approach very close to the U.S. \"building block\" concept. 
Amb. Michalak suggested to Ishikawa a number of areas that 
might be included in a new U.S.-Japan economic partnership. 
These included IPR protection (particularly regarding 

China) 

issues. Action in these areas would still require some 

sort of regulatory reform dialogue and bilateral investment 
talks 

cabinet meeting 

questions. Ishikawa indicated that he agreed with this 
proposed framework. (Note: Director General Ishikawa\'s 
comments on Japan\'s suspension of U.S. beef imports are 
reported septel.) 


8. (U) Ambassador Michalak has cleared this message. 
SCHIEFFER 
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the draft law is the changing of the weekend from the current 
Thursday-Friday schedule to a Friday-Saturday weekend to 
bring it more in line with the international business 

community. Al-KaVabi said Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Zayed al-Nahyan favors the change and would even prefer a 
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Saturday-Sunday weekend. However 
opposition to the proposal 

bin Rashid al-Maktoum 

to Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid (MbR) 
Minister (Ref B). 


4. (C) DAS Barks-Ruggles and Ambassador emphasized that a 
revised labor law would be important in order to take a free 
trade agreement to the Hill and stressed the point that 

changes in the labor law should occur sooner rather than 

later. Ambassador told al-KaVabi she hopes the new law will 
be passed before the Cabinet adjourns for the summer on July 
15. Al-KaVabi replied that the draft law needs Ministry of 
Justice approval before it can be sent to the Cabinet 

hopes the law will be passed soon. 


Control over free zone employees and domestic workers 


5. (C) Turning to an issue in the UAE\'s free zones 

complained about gaps in the system created by the free 
zones. He said he understood MbR\'s motivation at the time to 
set up the free zones quickly absent government bureaucracy 
and noted that since MbR is a leader in the federal 
government 

vision for the country. Al-KaVabi believes the MOL should be 
granted authority to regulate the entire labor force without 
carve-outs for free zone employees and domestic workers. He 
urged Ambassador to raise this issue with MbR since there are 
a large number of free zones in the Emirate of Dubai. (Note: 
Al-KaVabi specifically asked Ambassador not/not to tell MbR 
that he suggested this proposed change. Under the current 
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system 
verify employment 


Seeking Greater UAEG Commitment to Combat TIP 


6. (C) At a meeting with MFA U/S Abdullah Rashid al-Noaimi 
March 18 

progress made to end the use of children as camel jockeys and 
for the progress to date on the new labor law 

the UAE to maintain this positive momentum through further 
progress in outstanding labor issues. Ambassador said that 
the Department was in the process of making decisions related 
to TIP tier ranking 

sex workers will be a key issue. She and DAS Barks-Ruggles 
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pressed the UAE to make a commitment to screening arrested 
prostitutes to separate prostitutes from trafficking victims. 

The police should be working with the victims to obtain 
information that would lead to arrests and prosecutions of 

the traffickers. 


7. (C) Ambassador also reiterated the need for statistics of 
prosecutions in the UAE and passed al-Noaimi a copy of a 
February dipnote formally requesting this data. Al-Noaimi 
indicated that these statistics should be easy to compile. 
The Ambassador said she was also asking the Consul General to 
talk with the Dubai police 

Al-Noaimi replied that the UAE was working with law 
enforcement authorities to sensitize them on the difference 
between criminals and victims 

with help. He believed the message was getting across but 
asked the U.S. to push the issue with the Ministry of 
Interior and the police. In response to his query about 
training options 

whether the U.S. offers specific training on handling sex 
trade cases 

already provided. 


8. (C) DAS Barks-Ruggles also offered U.S. assistance in 
helping the UAE to formulate an interagency process 

regularize which actors handle which pieces of an 

investigation 

elsewhere. Ambassador noted some of the positive innovations 
the UAE has put into place to help abused laborers 

setting up hotlines and distributing information in various 
languages 

tools to combating sex trafficking. 


Exchange with UAEYs New Human Rights NGO 


9. (C) On March 16 

Mohammad Ghubash and Abdul Ghaffar Hussain 

founders of the Emirates Human Rights Association 

first independent human rights organization. The 
wide-ranging discussion included an overview of the new 
organization and the state of human rights in the UAE. 
Ghubash and Hussain explained that the main obstacle the 
organization has faced has been from the government. The 
government was slow to approve the organization\'s application 
and since then 

security services 

board of directors and the membership. They indicated that 
the organization would benefit if the USG were to confer \"ts 
blessing.\" Although they would like the U.S. to encourage 
the UAEG not to interfere 
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publicly acknowledging and supporting the group\'s goals. 


10. (C) Ghubash and Hussain stated that although the human 
rights situation in the UAE is much better than many of the 
neighboring countries 

and improvement. They hope that human rights improvements in 
the UAE will encourage the neighboring countries to follow 
suit. The organization will focus its efforts on reform of 

the courts and the police 

laborers. Hussain pointed out that the Shari\'a courts in the 
UAE impose flogging as a sentence and that this practice had 
to stop. He added that Iran and Saudi Arabia meted out even 
more draconian sentences. 


11. (C) The association\'s board of directors elected to 

decline any funds from the government to maintain their 
independence. Ghubash and Hussain stated that the board was 
depending on friends and sympathizers in the business 
community to fund their associations operations. They also 
mentioned that UAE law prohibits their association\'s 
acceptance of foreign funds. Ghubash and Hussain told DAS 
Barks-Ruggles that they have been in contact with Human 
Rights Watch in New York and the International Republican 
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Institute for advice 


New Willingness to Discuss Sensitive Reform Issues 


12. (U) The UAEG news agency and both the Arabic and English 
dailies published remarks by Barks-Ruggles on political 

reform and human rights 

their part to discuss these sensitive topics. Barks-Ruggles\' 
statements at a press conference were carried widely. \"We\'ll 
continue to urge a greater voice for the people of the UAE in 
their government because that\'s an important step towards 
building democracy 

press freedom and political freedom are important and there 

is room for improvement in both. A free press keeps 
governments and people honest. | gave the example earlier of 
our own press dealing with issues about allegations of 

torture ... at Abu Ghraib (prison in Iraq). The U.S. press 

broke that story. IVd hope to see further freedoms here." 


13. (U) Turning to the UAE 

Barks-Ruggles noted \"advances\" and said that the government 
\"has been very careful in trying to work on some of the more 
serious issues that we\'ve raised in the past 
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prominently perhaps the trafficking small children for camel 
jockeys. It\'s an important step to improve not only the 
image of the UAE at home and overseas but also to begin 
addressing labor issues writ large. There\'s still a lot of 
progress that needs to be made in trafficking of persons 
whole host of subset issues including illegal immigration and 
sex workers. But we\'re beginning to see progress as society 
comes to grips with difficult issues.\" She told the press 

that the U.S. was V'very pleased" about the formation of a 
human rights association and looked forward to seeing the 
group\'s work. Addressing a question about whether the U.S. 
had the moral authority to lecture others about human rights 
abuses 

international community 

about human rights ... We have to continue to raise these 
issues because they are absolutely vital to security 

and each person\'s right to enjoy life." 


14. (U) Barks-Ruggles denied that the U.S. was seeking to 
impose Western-style democracy in the region: \"We understand 
that democracy is something that needs to spring from the 
people. So we are not saying it should be the U.S. or the 
British-style democracy. The shape and form that democracy 
takes is different. But we think that it is important for 

all people to have their voices heard in their government. 

The press is one way of doing that and the ballot is another 

and we think that both are important.\" 


15. (U) This cable has been cleared by DRL DAS Erica Barks 
Ruggles. 
SISON 
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with parts storage drawers twenty feet high 

spare parts for the repair facility and the airline. The 

team found \"the entire place was very dirty and there were a 
lot of parts that did not have paperwork to trace where they 
came from. They seem to have a pretty good handle on how to 
correct this 

entire year to accomplish this.\" Re-certification 

requirements will be satisfied when the FAA receives a copy 

of an acceptable corrective plan from Saudia. 


INSPECTORS IMPRESSED BY MANAGEMENT ATTITUDE 


5. (C) In an aside to Pol/Econ Chief 

unanimously complimented the Saudia managers with which they 
worked for their willingness to rectify the deficiencies 

cited. Saudia management accepted the findings and planned 
remedial measures while the inspection team was still 

conducting its assessment. The lead investigator stated that 
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several of the deficiencies were successfully corrected by 
the time the team left the facility. He also noted that in 

the other cases 

their massive parts storage facility 

committed significant staff and resources to carrying out or 
planning corrective action. In observing the out-brief 
between FAA and Saudia Quality Control management 
also noted that the senior managers present accepted the 
inspectors assessment with a determination to correct 
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problems and acknowledged the immediate need for reformation. 
INSPECTION OF TECHNICAL TRAINING ACADEMY 


6. (C) At the request of Saudia management 
inspectors 

accompanied by Pol/Econ Chief 

Sultan Aviation Academy for technical training. After 
touring the facility located in central Jeddah 

blocks from the Consulate 

quite impressed with the facility. The facility 
instructors were deemed capable of providing very good 
training to students beginning with the most basic 
maintenance tasks for untrained students to training of 
experienced technicians in new 

techniques. 


ACADEMY HAS ROOM TO EXPAND 


7. (C) Notable at the time of the visit was that there were 
comparatively few students for a facility of its size and 
range of potential training courses. There seemed to be 
substantial numbers of students in the basic training courses 
for new employees 

students 

respect 

position to take in students from outside sources for paid 
training courses. General Authority of Civil Aviation VP 
Berenji has told the Consulate that that this is his plan 
(reftel). 


WILL ACADEMY BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN ITSELF UNTIL IT BECOMES 
PROFITABLE? 


8. (C) COMMENT: As Saudia progresses toward privatization 
one must consider if the academy will be able to maintain its 
budget and facilities. Many analysts have commented that 
Saudia staffing and budgets will have to be cut dramatically 
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if the airline is to become competitive. Over the course of 
two to four years 

will the relatively lightly used Academy be able to maintain 
its capabilities or will budget considerations degrade it? 
END COMMENT. 


SAUDIAYS MARCH TOWARD PRIVATIZATION COULD BE BUMPY 


9. (C) At the request of Pol/Econ Chief 

shared the team\'s observations of Saudia\'s potential for 
transformation into a private company 

experience of seeing many airlines throughout the world 
struggle to privatize. He foresaw no \"issues that would stop 
them from privatization 

attractive to investors.\" 


MANPOWER 


10. (C) The inspector observed that \"they will probably have 
to down-size the work force to make it attractive for 
privatization. Saudi Arabian Airlines Repair Station seems 

to have plenty of workers to keep up with the needs of the 
repair Station (and the airline). In fact 

are over-staffed compared to the way private companies work. 
| have watched other companies go through privatization and 
it can be quite painful on the workers 

be the case for Saudi Arabian Airlines Repair Station.\" 
Confirming this observation 

Station 

inspector confided to Pol/Econ Chief 

have working 

work.\" 


FACILITIES 


11. (C) \"The actual size of the facility is just barely 

adequate. For one thing 

enough to house their largest aircraft. In addition 

hangars are not air conditioned. Human factors are becoming 
an issue now 

be affected by the discomfort of the workers during hot 

times. (Furthermore)...without air-conditioned hangars 

doors will likely remain open much of the time which makes 
them susceptible to dirt and dust being blown in. | did 
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notice that a lot of areas are dirty around the facility 
i.e. covered with dust.\" 


Column 3 
TECHNOLOGY 


12. (C) In this category the inspector referred to how 
modern the facility is in terms of equipment and methods. 
\"Generally speaking 

needed. For instance 

currently using are provided to them on disk (CD or DVD). 
But they do not have a central server to make them available 
to everyone 

them to those that need them. Also the aviation test 
equipment they are using 

available. He speculated that the lack of some modern 
equipment is compensated for with extra manpower. 


13. (C) COMMENT: These criticisms suggest that Saudia will 

be faced with the unattractive option of being required to 

make substantial expenditures on facilities and procedural 

reforms just as they are trying to cut their costs 

to become a competitive carrier. It will bear careful 

watching in the future to see if the repair managers are able 

to wrest sufficient funds from an increasingly cost-conscious 
executive as they move towards full competition. END COMMENT. 
Gfoeller 
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post-privatization environment. But mounting debts to cotton 
futures companies 

irrigation network present huge obstacles for this poor 
district. END SUMMARY 


THE ROAD TO FARKHAR 


2. Farkhar district sits 220 km southwest of Dushanbe in the 
Khatlon region 

Pyanzh River. The road to Farkhar from Dushanbe travels through 
the Presidents hometown of Dangara 

relatively good shape except for the winding and precarious 
portion through the Shar-Shar pass (often shut during winter.) 
When the $18 million 2.2 km Shar-Shar tunnel being built by the 
Chinese is complete 

pass. The road for from Dangara to Gulistan is exceptionally 
smooth for Tajikistan 

preparation for the (subsequently postponed) celebration of 
Kulob city's 2 

route turns into a poorly paved potholed road. South of the 
main city of Farkhar 

the Kokul border crossing 

than dry riverbeds. PolOffs\' all-terrain vehicle had a hard 
enough time traveling this route; it is difficult to imagine 
transport trucks ferrying goods to the border crossing 

especially in inclement weather. 
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COTTON: FARKHARVS PRIMARY ECONOMY 


3. Farkhar is among Tajikistan\'s oldest agrarian districts 

with approximately 26 

hectares are naturally arable and used to grow wheat 

yield is not high. The remaining 22 

12 

land is used for vegetables and melons. Farkhar has not reached 
the state-issued cotton target for the past fifteen years (for 
which there is no monetary penalty) 

the 2005 target. However 

district's economy. One hectare of cotton gives 10-12 people 
work 

labor. 


4. Aggressive pests 

Farkhar farmers on the edge of poverty. Last year 

summer 

and the exceptionally hot mid- to late-summer weather encouraged 
insect infestation. Farmers cannot afford pesticides or the 

required year to let land go fallow to fix pest infestation. 

The Pyanzh flooded in late summer and washed away the irrigation 
canal that feeds Farkhar district. The government has put a 

high priority on fixing the irrigation canal by the Chubeck dam 

that supplies water to several districts from the Pyanzh River 
before this summer. Farmland in Farkhar does not appear to 
suffer from over-salinization 

irrigation. 


5. Large amounts of land debt hang over Farkhar\'s farmers. 
Current land tax debt stands at approximately 2.5 million somoni 
($776 

agricultural \"futures\" companies 

futures company 

company is owned by KhatlonZamin Association 

Faizali Hakimov and currently run by his brother Mahmadali 
Hakimov. 


NEW FARKHAR GOVERNOR: ΝΜ HERE TO TEACH THE PEOPLE 
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6. Ina March 23 meeting with visiting PolOffs 

Chairman Ghulom Boyakov said he was sent to Farkhar two months 
ago by President Rahmonov to help the people \"change their 
priorities\" from the state providing everything 

initiative. Boyakov said in the past 

delivered from the government 
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His goal is to help them work in this new farming environment 
although Boyakov noted that the results of privatization of 
processing enterprises and state and collective farms are \"not 
yet positive. As for combating corruption 

that from his perspective he does not feel that corruption is so 
obvious 

made his own wealth." (COMMENT: This likely was a reference to 
his position as head of the cotton board in the mid 199085. END 
COMMENT.) Boyakov conceded 

to make sure that corruption does not exist in tax and land 
inspections 


A VERY POOR DISTRICT 


7. The poverty in Farkhar district is stark. The main town 

(also named Farkhar) is as good as it gets 

hooked up to a sludge-like water supply that both looks and 
smells unappealing. Wealthier residents collect rainwater in 
large elevated tanks and use gravity to pump it into the house. 
Electricity to the main Hukumat building 

companies is provided for one to two hours in the morning and 
for two hours in the evening; the power is sent from Sarband 
small hydropower station downstream of Nurek. The town has a 
network of cement drainage ditches that had a fetid smell even 
in the mild weather of late March. A silkworm home industry 
supplements incomes. Trees other than fruit trees and mulberry 
trees 

homes and are not replanted. 


8. Traveling the road outside of the main town provides an even 
starker picture. The nicer villages had one or two communal 
water pumps 

majority of dwellings were rudimentary mud brick buildings. 
Farkhar has a population of 127 

40 percent - but this rate is relatively low because the 
majority of young working-age people have left the district for 
Dushanbe or abroad (about 5-6 

Russia.) Officially 

unemployed in Farkhar district. Little official trade with 
Afghanistan takes place 

because there is no bridge over the Pyanzh. Many of the 
quarter-century old irrigation systems are in disrepair and the 
drainage systems are blocked with dirt. 


9. COMMENT: A decrease in cotton harvest yields and the flood 
last year have significantly increased hardships in Farkhar 
province. The new Hukumat Chairman clearly was brought in to 
fix some issues 

investment projects he cannot do much. For example 

PolOffs were in his office he received a noncommittal return 
phone call from the Energy Ministry regarding his request for 
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additional electricity. Moreover 

to futures companies and no guarantee of future bumper harvests 
it is hard to see how keeping cotton the primary crop will help 
farmers break even 

federal government is probably the only entity in a position to 

fix the irrigation canals leading to Farkhar to water the cotton 
plantings this summer. Without that assistance 

be even more difficult. END COMMENT. 


10. BIO NOTE: Prior to being appointed the Farkhar Hukumat 
Chairman in early 2006 

Parliament and a member of the Economy 

Taxes Committee. Boyakov does not speak English 

dressed 

matters with PolOffs 

1976 

with a degree in electrical engineering. He was an engineer at 
the cotton gin in Farkhar district in 1974; instructor at the 
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communist party committee in Farkhar 1980-88; head of the 
Department at Provincial Communist Party Committee 1988-91; 
deputy chairman and then chairman of the Committee of the 
Peoples deputies 1992-94; head of the cotton industry 
\"Khlopokprom\" of Tajikistan from 1994-97; and chairman of the 
Cotton Corporation \"Pakhtai tojik\" from 1997-99. Prior to being 
elected to Parliament for the first time in 2000 

the chairman of \"Cotton ServiceY company. Boyakov was born on 1 
May 1950 in the Farkhar district and is married with 6 children. 
His son Davlat studied English in Nebraska for 3 months in the 
late 1990\'s and is now head of his father\'s Ziyoratsho cotton 
ginning company in Farkhar. 

HOAGLAND 
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alliance in broad areas 
this cooperation is increasingly Wenriched and strengthened.\" 


..But Still Many Concerns About Iraq 


3. (C) Moving quickly to Iraq 

ethnic and sectarian violence 

time political leaders in lraq are talking openly of the 
possibility of civil war. The PM emphasized that Turkey will 
continue to contribute to reconstruction and democratization 
in Iraq. He highlighted five issues which have always been 
crucial for Turkey in Iraq: 
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--Irag\'s territorial integrity must be maintained. 

--No single ethnic group should be permitted dominate the 
others. 

--No single religious group or sect should be permitted 
dominate the others. 

--lraq\'s natural resources belong to all its people. 

--Kirkuk province should enjoy a special status. 


Ankara has consistently stated that these five issues should 
be enshrined in IraqVs constitution 

\"but we haven\'t had success in this so far.\" He hoped the 
next GOI will consider these points seriously. 


4. (C) The PM recounted his government\'s efforts to encourage 
Sunni participation in IraqVs elections 

Turkey\'s material support for Iraq 

petroleum products and electricity 

in Iraq and training for 54 Iraqi officers in Turkey during 

2005 under NTM-I (with plans to offer more such training in 
2006) 

permission for use of Incirlik Air Base for refueling tankers 

and the multi-directional cargo hub. 


PKK Still an Issue 


5. (C) Erdogan emphasized that Turkey remains \"uncomfortable\" 
with the continued PKK presence in northern Iraq. He warned 
that the PKK will soon contribute to instability within Iraq. 

He said he has personally expressed these concerns to 
President Bush 

but Turkey has seen no concrete action against the PKK in 

Iraq. This lack of activity encourages the PKK 

and the Turkish public remains concerned. The Makhmour 
refugee camp in northern Iraq remains under PKK control. The 
PM asked that the U.S. help to eliminate the PKK presence in 

the camp and that the camp be closed ASAP. Erdogan welcomed 
U.S. initiatives to disrupt PKK activities in Europe 

added that the PKK\'s presence in Iraq is of vital importance 

for cooperation \"between two strategic allies.\" 


Gen Pace: We Appreciate Turkey\'s Contribution to GWOT 
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6. (C) Gen Pace responded that he came to Turkey to listen 
and to learn how the U.S. and Turkey can remain strong 
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partners. He noted the two countries\' strong mil-to-mil 
relations over the decades 

The Chairman thanked Turkey for its strong support in the 
GWOT. He recalled that Turkey took the lead in Afghanistan 
early and has sustained this effort to the great benefit of 

the Afghan people. Additionally 

assistance for OIF and the Iraqi people. 


Chairman: Stability in Iraq Vital Before Dealing with PKK 


7. (C) Gen Pace said he understood Turkey\'s frustration that 
it has fought the PKK for decades 

operate in northern Iraq. He reaffirmed the U.S.\s firm 
position that the PKK is a terrorist organization and that we 
need to take action against them in Iraq. However 
currently too burdened by ongoing violence in Iraq to carry 
the additional weight of kinetic action against the PKK. 
Until we can do so 

Europe. Our intent is to provide security in Iraq so that 

the GOI can stand up and defend itself. At that point Iraq 
Turkey 

PKK. 


Erdogan on Terrorism: No Religion 
Asymmetrical 


8. (C) Erdogan hoped that these vital issues in Iraq are 
solved as soon as possible so the Iraqi people can live in 
peace and democracy. He noted that 4000 trucks cross the 
Turkey-lraq border every day 

citizens have lost their lives in attacks there 

many who were providing support for U.S. bases there. The 
GOT hopes that the violence in Iraq will stop 

Iraq has become a \"playground\" for terrorist groups. These 
groups also can exploit media outlets in the region to get 
their message out. 


9. (C) The PM underscored his belief that terrorism has no 
religion 

international in scope 

it is asymmetric 

noted Turkey\'s dramatic experiences with terrorism 

30 

Turks feel sorrow for terrorists acts committed anywhere 
in New York 

is the reason Turkish troops serve in Afghanistan and why 
Turkey\'s contributions to the GWOT will continue. 


CJCS: We Must Work to Accommodate Differences 
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10. (C) Gen Pace agreed with Erdogan\'s analysis 

Iraq is now the \"center of gravity\" in the GWOT. If we were 
not in Iraq 

see in Iraq in Afghanistan instead. Iraq is more accessible 
to terrorists than was Afghanistan 

coalition in Afghanistan -- including Turkey -- the Afghan 
people now have a chance to prosper. Furthermore 
Chairman said 

many more of our cities would be under attack. 


11. (C) Gen Pace thanked Turkey for hosting the March 23-24 
symposium on terrorism (at which the Chairman spoke on March 
24). Such a conference gives the international community the 
opportunity to come together and understand where we agree 
and 

accommodate these differences. Erdogan underscored the 
importance Turkey assigns to the terrorism issue. He hoped 

the U.S. and Turkey would continue to expand our CT 
cooperation 
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12. (U) CJCS cleared this cable. 


Visit Ankara\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/ankara/ 
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and large respect human rights 

inquire about detained family members or follow their cases 
in court.\" The imam accused Iran and 

ShiVites of systematically murdering Sunnis. He asked that 
Arab governments reconsider their relations with Iran 

light of this perceived campaign of murder. He concluded by 
condemning the ShiVites and the Iranians of willingly or 
unwillingly helping Americans and Israelis to plant discord 
among Sunni populations. 


FROM MECCA: PROPHETVS LIFE AND JEWS; IMAM ASKS GOD\'S SUPPC 
FOR MUJAHIDIN 


2. (C) Preaching from the Holy Mosque in Mecca on March 24 
Imam Shaykh Salih Al Talib recommended the life of the 
Prophet as the guide for proper behavior. Taking as a useful 
example from the Prophet\'s life 
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the time for poisoning the Prophet 

\"traitors 

The sermon concluded with a prayer for God to strengthen 
Islam and support the mujahidin in Palestine and elsewhere. 


FROM MEDINA: MUSLIMS MUST OBEY GOD; EVEN NATIONS ARE 
PUNISHED FOR EVIL DEEDS 


3. (U) On the same day 

Shaykh Ali Bin-Abd-al-Rahman al-Hudhayfi lectured the 
audience that the \"servants of God\" must obey God as the way 
to success. He warned that evildoers will inevitably be 

punished in life and the afterlife and recited examples from 
history of tyrants and nations that were punished for their 
misdeeds. 

Gfoeller 
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It is possible 
reform itself 
happened. 


6. (SBU) Bringing the discussion around to Russia 

Fried noted that the two paragraphs devoted to Russia in the 
new U.S. National Security Strategy were very clear. The 

U.S. is concerned about the state of democracy in Russia and 
Russia\'s relations with its neighbors 

are complicated. Paet said that Estonia appreciates the 
realistic U.S. approach to Russia and is trying to take a 

similar approach in its own relations with Moscow. 
Unfortunately 

does not seem to be interested in moving forward 
constructively. Coming back to Russia later in the 

discussion 

real challenge for Putin 

of Russia he wants to show the world. He concluded by saying 
that we will work with Russia where we can and as much as we 
can 


7. (C) Deputy Secretary Sampson noted that Estonia\'s 
history and the legacy of President Meri give the country 
important moral authority and urged Estonia to work closely 
to help other emerging democracies. Fried noted that during 
a recent visit to Georgia he told President Saakashvili that 
today Georgia is in the same position that Estonia and Latvia 
were in 10 years ago 

He advised the Georgians to do the same thing the Estonians 
and Latvians had done: refuse to be baited and proceed with 
reforms. The Estonians need to work with the Georgians 
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need Estonia\'s advice. Saakashvili does 

Minister of Defense 

resolving the South Ossetia situation through military means 
which would be a disaster. 


ECONOMIC ISSUES 


8. (SBU) Deputy Secretary Sampson expressed admiration for 
the \"astonishing\" economic success Estonia has produced over 
the last 15 years. He indicated that the U.S. wants to build 

on our current economic and commercial relations 

promised that the Department of Commerce would be represented 
at a high-level at a Baltic investment conference being held 

in Riga this May. When the discussion turned to U.S.-EU 
economic relations 

of competition in the relationship 

and India 

express the hope that this view would drive policy 

development in Brussels. Secretary Sampson noted that the 
U.S. is working closely with the EU 

great deal of room for cooperative efforts 

attempt to deal with IPR problems in third countries. He 

urged the Estonians to stand up strongly for such cooperation 

in Brussels. 


BILATERAL ISSUES 


9. (SBU) Paet also raised two bilateral issues: the Visa 
Waiver Program (VWP) 

President Bush visit Tallinn 

VWP 

Fried responded that the VWP roadmap shows a clear way 
forward. The key condition is a refusal rate of under 3% for 
two years running. There are other conditions as well. The 
Estonians have made progress 

Estonian citizens now down to single digits. Fried assured 
Paet that the President pays close attention to this issue 
and added that he personally believes it would be good for a 
Central European country to make it into the VWP to 
demonstrate that it can be done. Estonia might be first 

this would depend to a large extent on the Estonians 
themselves. 


10. (SBU) Regarding a presidential visit 

President Bush\'s speech in Riga last May was very important 
for Estonia. He pointed out that the President will be back 

in this region twice this year 

and said Estonians would like to see him visit Tallinn as 

well. Without reference to possible timing 
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said he would recommend a visit 

wait and see. (NOTE: No sitting U.S. President has visited 
Estonia.) 
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11. (U) A/S Fried cleared this message. 


WOS 


2. (C) On March 24 

mission on a follow-up visit to Nepal to assess media freedom 
(REF A 

Maoist commanders in Palpa 

(REF C). The mission member who had been sitting across from 
the Maoists at the March 23 meeting told Emboff that the 
Maoist commander insisted a May 19 

Ghodi FM in the far western district of Kailali (some 700 km 
west of Kathmandu) was because of its U.S. connection. In 
the attack 

transmission equipment worth an estimated Rs 1 million (USD 
14 

Journalists (FNJ) told Emboff that security forces later 

seized the rest of the equipment at the station 

source mentioned or could confirm this. END NOTE.) The 
Maoist leader 

in command of the Maoists\' military wing 

running the station 

receiving money from the United States and was targeted 
because of this connection. (Note: Through its conflict 
mitigation program 

Education 

USAID-funded programs. END NOTE.) The Maoists said that 
they could not tolerate any media with \"imperialist\" 
connections. The Maoists then insisted this anti-American 
stance was official policy and that the insurgents would 
continue to attack media with U.S. ties. The media mission 
took the Maoists at their word and wanted to convey directly 
to Emboff the seriousness of this threat. 


BUT PERSONAL CONFLICT MIGHT ALSO BE CAUSE 


3. (C) Several media contacts 
Maoist raid on Ghoda Ghodi FM may have been due to personal 
conflict between the Maoists in Kailali and BASE -- and had 
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no American connection 

works with members of the Kamiya community 

laborers. The station transmitted about 10 hours per day 
half in the local Tharu language and half in Nepali 

social issues as well as local news and entertainment. BASE 
intended to turn the radio station over to the local 

community after getting it up and running. According to a 
former journalist now working with the National Democratic 
Institute (NDI) 

associated with BASE. Unknown personal conflict between 
these Maoists and the NGO caused the raid 

NDI representative speculated this could be partly because 
BASE members are from the Tharu ethnic community while many 
of the Maoists are from the Brahmin/Chhetri castes. He 
surmised that the Maoists did not like BASE\'s work and also 
possibly had tried threatening BASE into broadcasting Maoist 
propaganda. An FNJ contact said he thought the Maoists had 
wanted BASE to turn the radio station over to the local 
community more quickly than was being done 

the FM radio industry said BASE\'s chairman told him the 
organization was in the last stage of doing so when the raid 
occurred. NDI believed that the personal animosity between 
BASE and the local Maoists was the real reason behind the 
raid and that it had no anti-American connection. 


4. (C) Since the raid 


acquired new equipment and is again broadcasting 

fewer hours of programming. BASE still has not turned the 
station over to the local community. Media contacts knew of 
no other Maoist threats or problems with the radio station or 
NGO. 


COMMENT 


5. (C) No matter the actual reasons behind the May 2005 
attack 

media mission that they had targeted Ghoda Ghodi because of 
U.S. connections and that their policy was to target media if 
they work with Americans is worrisome. It follows the recent 
trend of an increase in statements about the United States 
and the Maoists\' \"anti-imperialist\" stance. Post is 
considering working more closely with media 

English Language Teaching via radio. In that context 
Mission will push the Maoists for greater clarity on their 
intentions with respect to U.S. interests. 

MORIARTY 
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districts (\"Loromonu\"). See reftels B 
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have typically been perpetrated by members of martial arts 
groups with a history of violent conflict among themselves 

well as some ad hoc groups 

the East-West issue as a pretext for their own more localized 
agendas. Although a handful of the dismissed soldiers appear to 
have joined in some of the attacks 

any organizational links between the group of dismissed soldiers 
and these events. The spate of incidents combined with the high 
profile of the FDTL developments 

among many Dili residents and rumors of increased violence have 
proliferated. However 

last day or so 

control in the areas that have seen the most disturbances. End 
summary. 


Incidents of unrest in Dili 


2. Following the public announcement by Brigadier General Taur 
Matan Ruak 

that remained on strike would be dismissed (see reftel D) there 
has been increased focus on the issues of discrimination raised 
by the soldiers. Beginning late last week and escalating over 
the weekend 

primarily targeted at houses and other property 

in several areas of Dili. The incidents have typically not 

involved firearms or other serious weapons 

primarily rocks to break windows and other property and some 
machete-wielding threats. The perpetrators are primarily 
members of martial arts groups 

to be ad hoc groups of people identifying themselves as either 
\"Loromonu\" or \"Lorosa\'e\". In some cases the groups have focused 
their attacks on anyone they identify as LorosaVe. In other 
cases 

groups with some history of conflict. (Note: There are a dozen 
or more martial arts groups in East Timor. These groups were 
mostly established during Indonesian times and are focused 
primarily on the training and practice of specific martial arts 
forms. However 

fights with each other 

the past. In 2004 President Xanana Gusmao organized a national 
dialogue to put an end to a wave of violence between these 
groups. This resulted in a joint declaration of non-violence 
signed last June and until this last weekend 

groups had been only sporadic. See reftel A. End note.) 


3. Some examples of the types of incidents occurring are as 
follows. In one of Dilivs major markets 

staged attacks on Friday and Saturday nights (March 25 and 26) 
during which they declared their intention to destroy the market 
and proceeded to destroy the stalls of two Lorosae vendors and 
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throw stones at several \"Lorosa\'e\" houses. In another 
neighborhood across town 

that had split into two rival Lorosa\'e versus Loromonu groups 
targeted each other\'s houses causing considerable damage to 
several and the destruction of one house and several vehicles. 
These incidences have taken place almost exclusively in Dili. 
However there was one confirmed case of an international NGO 
staff member from the eastern region being beaten in Maliana 
near the western border 

Loromonu versus LorosaVe tension occurring in Liquica and 
Maubisse over the weekend. 


4. Allin all 

about five main areas 

Apparently as a result of widespread police patrols 

in and around those areas that have seen the most unrest 

was a dramatic reduction in incidents on Monday and Tuesday 
nights March 27 and 28. The Embassy understands that these 
patrols will continue until the situation returns to normal. 
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Dismissed soldiers remain in limbo 


5. Although the perpetrators of these events have seized on the 
dismissal of 591 striking FDTL members as justification for 
instigating East versus West conflict 

indication of any organizational link between the group of 
soldiers and the various incidents. According to Embassy 
sources and news reports 

have joined in some attacks 

result. But these appear to be the exception to the rule. 


6. Meanwhile 

continues to wait for the President to respond to their request 

for an audience in order to deliver their uniforms 

to make a last appeal for his intervention. The group\'s 
spokesperson 

the lack of response to date to their requests. He has also 
stated that they are planning a demonstration 

connection with the uniform delivery 

see the President 

demonstration by the group on Monday was called off by Salsinha 
allegedly because the President 

Defense were all out of town to attend the anniversary ceremony 
for the national police in the town of Liquica. However 

source reported that when the group gathered to prepare for the 
demonstration 
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up. Itis possible that many have already returned to their 
homes. 


Many Dili residents frightened 


7. Although the incidences described above have so far involved 
little in the way of direct attacks on people 

fear that they have produced among many of DiliVs residents has 
been palpable. As a result 

homes for the time to relocate to places where they feel safer 
often with relatives in other parts of the city. Several 

Embassy staff members reported taking in family or neighbors who 
felt unsafe in their own homes and several sources have noted 

the phenomenon of Lorosae families not returning to their usual 
homes. A number of the Embassy guards also expressed concern 
about returning home at night when working the evening shift. 
These fears seem to have been somewhat ameliorated by the 
resumption of some measure of calm the last two nights. 


8. However 

not feel safe enough to return to their homes. In a dramatic 
example of this is the approximately 200 people 

entire families 

compound 

Embassy staff yesterday (March 28) visited the site and found 
that all of the families are sleeping in the same hall on the 

floor and several children have fallen ill (one was taken to the 
hospital). They reported that some of their homes had been 
attacked directly 

their neighborhoods. Most of the families are Lorosae 

several are Loromonu. One woman expressed her opinion that they 
were in this situation because of their \"leaders\' words" and 
expressed hope that the Government would quickly resolve the 
situation so that they could return to their normal lives. The 
Minister of Interior reportedly visited the compound on Monday 
afternoon to try to convince them that it was now safe to 

return 


Police response: so far so good 


9. The national police (PNTL) in Dili has in general responded 
effectively and professionally to the situation. Over the 

weekend they were reported to respond to calls quickly 

been calm and professional on arrival 

the area for several hours after. Beginning Monday afternoon 

they established patrols in all the main problem neighborhoods 
and along main transportation routes. Monday and Tuesday nights 
therefore saw a dramatic reduction in incidences 

few reported in areas where the police did not have a presence. 
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10. Observers have noted that the PNTL response so far has been 
orchestrated under the direction of Police Commissioner Paulo 
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Martins as the Minister of Interior 

for police responses to security threats 

days 

widely regarded as both ethical and competent 

making authority is often overshadowed by the Minister whose is 
more inclined to politicize such situations and turn a blind eye 
to police brutality. Martins set the tone for a more measured 
response by the PNTL in a public address delivered over the 
weekend in which he called for calm and stated that the PNTL 
would carry out its duties without reference to where people 
came from or other affiliations. 

SHIRATORI 
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the Syrian-Saudi bilateral relationship. Chairman of Western 
Union Mazen Tabbaa stated that al-Walid\'s speech placed Saudi 
Arabia\'s relationship with Syria on par with its relationship 

with the United States 

should continue to defend Arab dignity in the face of undue 
international pressure. Contacts who attended the opening 

say that al-Walid 

businessmen and investors 

ringing endorsement of Bashar al-Asad and the path down which 
he is leading the country. 


2. (C) Syrian and regional press reported widely on the 
inauguration 

al-Walid\'s speech 

the spirits of businessmen who have felt disheartened over 
Syrian economic prospects for the immediate future. 
Al-Walid\'s comments come in the context of an increased 
number of Gulf tourists to Syria in the past year 

high levels of Gulf foreign direct investment (reftel). 

Several Syrian business contacts interpreted al-Walid\'s 
comments as another sign that Syria is not economically 
isolated. Haythem Joud 

stated that al-Walid glowingly endorsed the Syrian economy 
characterizing it as stable and a promising locale in which 
to do business. Joud pointed to al-Walid\'s willingness to 
expand his investments to Aleppo and Lattakia as evidence 
that al-Walid supports Syria\'s economic path. Ammar Sabbagh 
who has partnered with a Jordanian company to construct a 
four-star hotel complex in Aleppo 

challenge to businessmen to commit to Syria and its future 
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has encouraged him to begin exploring similar investment 
possibilities in Damascus. 


3. (SBU) Comment: Whether intentional or not 

optimistic commentary during the Four Seasons inaugural 
events has resulted in prominent members of the Syrian 
businss community rallying around the Asad regime and Syria\'s 
economic future at a time when many were beginning to 
question their long-held belief that Asad was Syria\'s best 
choice for leadership . How long this resurgence of support 
lasts in the absence of real economic reform is anybody\'s 
guess 

marketplace quickly willl trump al-Walid\'s upbeat assessment. 
SECHE 
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Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary for Okinawa\" or \"Okinawa 
Ambassador\" for short. The post was established in 1997 for the 
role of bridging the Japanese government and Okinawa over US 
military base issues. Toshinori Shigeie was appointed to fill the 
post of Okinawa ambassador this month 

incumbent. Shigeie is now busy making a round of courtesy calls 
in Okinawa Prefecture. Many of his shipments have yet to arrive 
in Japan from South Africa 


In Okinawa 

authorities and business leaders. On such occasions 

never fail to ask the Japanese government to make efforts in 
earnest to reduce US military bases. The atmosphere would then 
tend to become standoffish. But even then 

the ice in a moment. That would be when Shigeie introduced 
himself by saying 

Secretary Keizo Obuchi during the Takeshita cabinet.\" Then 


SIPDIS 
of his meeting counterparts smiled with this reaction: \"Oh 
Obuchi? That\'s good.\" 


Obuchi visited Okinawa when he was a student at Waseda 
University. Since then 

to Japan and later took part in its economic development. When 
Obuchi was prime minister 

8 summit in Okinawa. Obuchi\'s popularity stands out in Okinawa 
probably because the residents of that island prefecture know 
what he had on his mind. 


| had an opportunity to interview Obuchi when he was prime 
minister. 
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| remember him saying things like this: If Okinawa hosts the G-8 
summit 

but also in the United States. Okinawa accounts for only 0.6% of 
Japan but is home to 75% of all US military bases in Japan. 
There\'s no end to incidents and accidents involving US military 
personnel. People would realize that we\'ve got to do something 
about Okinawa\'s excessive burden 

such public opinion in and outside Japan. In response 

States would reduce its military presence on the island. Japan 
would take over some base functions at its mainland locations. 
I\'m thinking of asking Okinawa to remain patient for a while. 
That\'s the very best way to share the pain among the three 
parties... 


\"Japan has enjoyed peace and prosperity under its security 
arrangements with the United States 

not force that burden on Okinawa alone 

\"We must equalize benefits and burdens not only in the area of 
social security but also in the area of national security 

that\'s a political role.\" 


Obuchi later collapsed with a stroke 
summit and never to see any base reductions. 


And now 

talks over the realignment of US forces in Japan. The Japanese 
and US governments are about to push ahead with their planned 
relocation of Futenma airfield-a symbol of the US military 
presence in Okinawa-to the island\'s coastal area in defiance of 
local outcries. There is also an idea being floated from within 

the government to make an ad hoc law in order for the government 
to transfer the governor\'s land reclamation clearing authority to 
the state and push for construction work. The government is 
projecting such a strong attitude in order to press Okinawa to 
give in. 


\"If we try to force our way through 

strong backlashes. Prime Minister Obuchi took the time to listen 
to local voices. But now 

getting along with Okinawa.\" This grumbling came from a 
government official engaged in Japan-US relations. 


In the meantime 

relocating some of the Okinawa-based US Marine troops to Guam. 
The US government estimates the total cost of this Guam 
relocation at approximately 10 billion dollars or 1.16 trillion 

yen and asked the Japanese government to pay about 7.5 billion 
dollars or 870 billion yen. 
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Should Japan reject any cost-sharing proposal 

substantially downscale the Marine relocation plan. It wouldn\'t 

cost so much money to move and base those troops somewhere else 
in Japan. In that case 

welcomed anywhere in Japan. Instead 

option for Japan to bargain with the United States for cost 

sharing... Most of the government and the ruling parties have the 
same outlook. 


This time around 
of Japan\'s foreign and defense policies-should make the first 
move to break the ice on Okinawa\'s problems. 


If he did 
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realize Okinawa\'s actual circumstances. The prime minister would 
persuade the mainland population to understand that government 
spending is unavoidable if they cannot take over Okinawa\'s base- 
hosting burden. He would ask Okinawa to remain patient for a 
while. Instead 

hosting burden in the future. ThatVs the way | would like him to 
commit himself with his own words to Okinawa\'s base issues. 
Actually 

issues unlike his initiative to carry out postal privatization 
according to one of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party\'s 
executive officers. 


On May 11 
remembered. Time has passed 
unresolved as ever. 


(2) Focus on whether Mori faction will field single candidate 
for LDP presidential race; 


MAINICHI (Page 1) (Slightly abridged) 
March 28 


With the passage of the fiscal 2006 budget (general account of 
totaling 79.686 trillion yen) on March 27 after the House of 
Councillors approved it 

start moving full-scale in preparing for the September party 
presidential election to determine a successor to Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi 

focus of attention will be on whether the Mori faction will be 
able to field only one candidate for the presidential race 

it has two possible candidates -- Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo 
Abe and Yasuo Fukuda 

Meanwhile 
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Sadakazu Tanigaki will move fast 
enter the party leadership race. 


Largest faction is quaking 


A reporter at a press conference on March 27 asked Abe his 
impression of having secured the highest support rate in an 
opinion poll deeming him the most suitable person to succeed 
Koizumi as the next prime minister. Abe only responded 
politician 


A senior Mori faction member 

from playing up his political identity in order to avoid 
objections from veteran lawmakers who do not want to see a 
generational change now. However 

calling for Abe to become the next prime minister. 


If Abe runs in the presidential election backed by junior and mid- 
level lawmakers 

race. Faction head Mori is strongly concerned that such moves 
would likely lead to a factional split and a generational clash. 
Mori is even looking into the possibility of changing the name of 
the faction to the Fukuda faction should Abe be chosen as a 
candidate in a bid to avoid a generational clash that would split 
the faction 

concern that if Koizumi nominates his successor 

response would fall behind the curve. 


There is in fact a move to tighten the noose around Abe with an 
eye on his candidacy. Former LDP Vice President Taku Yamasaki and 
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former Secretary General Koichi Kato have expressed sympathy for 
Fukuda. \"Both Mr. Makoto Koga and Mr. Bunmei Ibuki would support 
Mr. Fukuda 


Income disparity and Asia 


There is a sharp contrast between Abe and Fukuda in the approach 
to Asia diplomacy. Abe takes a hard-line policy toward China 
supporting Koizumi\'s visits to Yasukuni Shrine. Fukuda 

stresses the need for changing Koizumi\'s policy line toward 

China 


Aso and Tanigaki plan to release their campaign pledges in May 
and June separately. All the more because the two are far behind 
Abe and Fukuda in the polls 

their own political identities. Tanigaki is not trying to draw a 

line with Koizumi 
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reconstruction and halting the widening social disparity. Aso is 
playing up his capabilities to the public by stating that the 
Emperor should visit Yasukuni Shrine and by calling Taiwan a 
country. 


Prime Minister Koizumi stated in a press conference on March 27 
that he wanted his successor to push ahead with the reform drive 
by following the path created by the Koizumi cabinet. He added 
VI hope that a person who armed with a sense of mission 

and passion will become my replacement." 


(3) Former Prime Minister Mori remains silent as to whether he 
supports Abe or Fukuda 
of other factions 


TOKYO SHIMBUN (Page 2) (Abridged slightly) 
March 29 


All eyes are now being focused on moves of former Prime Minister 
Yoshiro Mori 

Democratic Party (LDP) 

Minister Junichiro Koizumi -- incumbent Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Shinzo Abe and former Chief Cabinet Secretary Yasuo Fukuda -- 
belong. Mori has forbid his faction members from mentioning the 
post-Koizumi candidate matter. He has remained cautious about his 
remarks even in Moscow 

real reason for his attitude? 


Mori told reporters accompanying him to Moscow on March 28 
group (Mori faction) should not take any action since neither Mr. 
Abe nor Mr. Fukuda have said that they will run (in the LDP 
presidential race).\" In his remarks 

members for restraint. 


Mori has urged faction members to be cautious in their remarks. 

He especially demanded that aides to Abe 

likely successor to Koizumi 

reiterated that Abe should wait for the next chance 

September leadership race. He assumes that if Abe becomes prime 
minister 

an uphill battle in next summer\'s House of Councillors election. 


Mori is 

factional balance might be undermined. If junior members support 
Abe 

to avoid such a situation 
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calls for Abe to become the next prime minister. 
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Mori told Fukuda that business leaders pinned their hopes on him 
implying his support for Fukuda. This is Mori\'s hidden motive of 
wanting to keep factional balance by giving support to Fukuda. 
This does not mean that he actually supports Fukuda. 


Mori revealed yesterday another reason for his cautious remarks 
about the presidential race 

factions agree to an idea that the next government will again be 
led by a member of our faction 

is concerned that if the next prime minister is chosen from his 
faction 


Of course 

alone. However 

Chairman Mikio Aoki said 

and Mr. Mori talk about the issue 


(4) Polarizing Japan (Part 1): People unable to feel the 
economic recovery 


ASAHI (Page 1) (Abridged) 
March 29 


In the March 24 Upper House Budget Committee session 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi said proudly 

sorts of strains in it 

prosperous. Koizumi was responding to a Minshuto (Democratic 
Party of Japan) lawmaker 

think that income and regional economic disparities are growing 
\"Is that what you wanted for Japan?" 


The ongoing economic expansion that started in February 2002 will 
be the longest in the postwar period if it surpasses the economic 
bubble (Dec.1986 - Feb. 1991) this May and the Izanagi boom (Nov. 
1965 - July 1970) in November. KoizumiVs confidence comes from an 
envisaged declaration that Japan has overcome deflation. 


In late January 
been confirmed. V' Hearing this 
Koizumi for his ignorance of the nation\'s concern. 


Putting forward his logic that the strong would be able to 

protect the weak 

and put the scalpel to skyrocketing social security spending 

in the name of the Koizumi reform drive. In the prime ministers 
defense 

Takenaka and LDP Policy Research Council Chairman Hidenao 
Nakagawa kept making supportive comments 

development is the best medicine for correcting social 

disparity 
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economic growth.\" 


Encouraged by their assistance 

House Budget Committee in late February: \"Japan is potentially 
capable of achieving far greater than today\'s economic growth 
which is still low. We will continue with reforms.\" 


Less fulltime jobs 


Will the majority of the people be able to actually feel 
affluence if the ongoing economic recovery continues and fear 
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about the growing disparity subsides as a result? A comparison of 
various data warrants no optimism. 


Corporate profits 

records 

number of salaried workers making over 20 million yen annually 
increased 18 

Tax Agency. At the same time 

than 3 million yen also increased 1.6 million during that period. 
During the economic recovery 

workers and increased low paying part-time jobs. Although the 
unemployment rate has dropped 

unstable. 


Disparity in savings also increased. According to Internal 

Affairs and Communications Ministry statistics 

household savings was 16.92 million yen in 2004 

of all the households were below average. Another poll showed a 
sharp increase in the rate of those who said they had no savings. 
The number of households on welfare also topped 1 million. 


Regional disparities are also noticeable. Shortly after the 
establishment of the Koizumi administration 

household income marked 95 against the base 100 for Tokyo. 
Sapporo\'s figure dropped to 83. The difference had shrunk during 
the Izanagi boom and slightly expanded during the economic 
bubble. The job-offers-to-seekers ratio also dramatically 

improved in Tokyo from 0.68 to 1.58 during the four-year period 

in contrast to Hokkaido\'s slight improvement from 0.47 to 0.66. 


Also noteworthy is the seriousness of such problems as the high 
unemployment rate for young people 

education 

workers. Koizumi 

itself 

government has been playing up its efforts for resolving such 
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problems. 


Fear of repeating US trend that took toll on young people 
Resolving those problems will not be easy. 


Less than 60% of the college graduates have found fulltime 
employment since 2000. A 36-year-old male Yokohama call center 
operator making 1 

worker-dominated workplace as a \"dead end." A 30-year-old man of 
Tokyo 

noted 

smaller and more unstable than my father\'s corporation.\" 


Koizumi has urged society to give people a second chance. But the 
above-mentioned person said 
mainstream 


Nakagawa 

tide economic policy 

and commodities into growing fields on an extension of structural 
reform in order to overcome deflation aimed at a high growth 
rate. 


In the 1960s 
lifts all boats.\" But in 1997 at the height of the US economy 
under President Clinton 
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produced an annual report 


\"Income disparity shrank during the ten years each before and 
after the Kennedy administration. But the trend has changed 
drastically since the late 1970s 

regardless of economic conditions.\" 


The report also pointed out the difficulty to turn around the 
ongoing trend. 


How will the Koizumi administration respond to such an alarm? 
Nihon University Prof. Yoji Inaba 

US economy\'s job recovery 

similarities between the US of the 1990s 

young people 

situation persists 


(5) Editorial: Integrated command of SDF - Reform needed to break 
sectionalism 
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MAINICHI (Page 5) (Full) 
March 29 


The Self-Defense Forces (SDF) came under the joint operation 
system of integrating the chain of command starting on March 27. 
With the introduction of this system 

Council was scrapped and replaced by the Joint Staff Office 
(JSO) 

SDF troops. 


This is the first drastic reorganization of the SDF since they 
were established in 1954. 


The integrated operations are intended for the SDF to engage in 
operations swiftly and effectively in the event of emergencies 

for instance 

In the past 

and Maritime Self-Defense Forces - assisted the Defense Agency 
director-general separately and issued orders to their respective 
troops. Under the integrated operations 

put in the hand of the chief of JSO. The first chief of JSO 

Hajime Massaki 


The three chiefs of staff are no longer involved in troop 
operations but instead are responsible for such matters as 
personnel matters 


Affected by the extensive changes of the international situation 

the duties and missions of the SDF have also changed 

significantly. The National Defense Program Guideline stresses 

the need for missile defense (MD) programs and defense of remote 
islands. 

The efficacy of the MD system is determined by a quick action. 
This system requires the MSDFVs Aegis ships and the ASDF\'s 
intelligence system to be linked to each other so that they can 

deal well with contingencies. 


If a remote island of Japan were to be occupied by 
terrorists 


landing operation; otherwise Japan could not recover the island. 


The transition to the integrated operations is the need of the 
times 
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including the United States. 


Joint operations and joint disaster prevention drills have been 
already carried out. For instance 
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aftermath of the Sumatra Earthquake and Indian Ocean Tsunami 
Japan dispatched a joint unit to the quake-hit area 

the planned transition to the joint operation system. 


However 

traditions and cultures. They use different computer software and 
radio frequency. The terminologies they use are also different. 
The SDF therefore have three hurdles to clear for the 
transmission of important intelligence. 


The GSDF 

are described below: good preparations and institutional 

sclerosis for the GSDF; traditionalist and self-centeredness for 

the MSDF; and fortitude and inconsistency for the ASDF. This may 
be the result that each organization has fostered its own 

culture. 


The just established JSO is a motley collection of 500 personnel 
from the three forces. If they stick to the usual sense of 
sectionalism 

effective operations. Sour relations between the three forces 
and the JSO must not be created. Uniformed officials and 
administrative officials (in the Defense Agency (JDA)) need to 
build a good relationship. 


In the process of promoting the most drastic reorganization ever 
since the foundation of the SDF 

scandals occur 

Administration Agency (DFAA) officials-led bid-rigging cases and 
the MSDF officials-caused leakage of secrets via the Internet. 


The introduction of the joint operation system may be viewed as 
an opportunity to reform the structure of the SDF. Given this 

is also necessary to reform the SDF 

scandals. We hope to see the SDF 

opportunity 

job of changing their troops\' previous mentality. 


Japan appears to be aiming at boosting its military functions 
but doing so requires politicians to assume a much heavier 
responsibility. We again want to emphasize the importance of 
civilian control in this transition. 


(6) Prime Minister\'s schedule 


NIHON KEIZAI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 29 


09:01 Cabinet meeting in the Diet building. Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Abe remained. 
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SIPDIS 

09:42Arrived atthe Prime Minister\'s Official Residence. 

10:05Met with Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Nagase and Assistant 
Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Saka. Then met with Ambassador to 
South Korea Oshima. 

11:02Met with Mongolian Prime Minister Enkhbold. Then attended 
signing ceremony for yen loans extension. 

13:56Met with the Kuwaiti ambassador to Japan. 

14:30Met with Ambassador to China Miyamoto 

Hieda of the National Association of Commercial Broadcasters in 
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Japan. 

15:23Met with State Minister in charge of Administrative Reform 
Chuma and Administrative Reform Promotion Office executive 
director Matsuda. 

16:05Met with Vice Foreign Minister Yachi 

Sudanese ambassador to Japan. 

17:24Met with State Minister for Financial Affairs Yosano 
followed by Environment Minister Koike. 

18:299Met with Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Futahashi. 
19:03 Dined at Imperial Hotel with Defense Agency Director 
General Nukaga 

Yamasaki and Administrative Vice Minister Moriya. 
20:39Arrived at the official residence. 


(7) (Corrected copy) Household assets decrease 11% over five 
years 


YOMIURI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 28 


The Internal Affairs and Communications Ministry yesterday 
released the results of the fact-finding survey on national 
consumption the ministry conducts every five years. The total 
amount of assets held by one household as of the end of November 
2004 was 39 million yen on average 

survey (1999). The decline in land prices has brought down 
residential land equity 

assets 

6.1% due to increased savings reflecting the recent economic 
recovery. 


Classifying all households into 10 groups according to annual 
income 

held by those in the highest-income group 

income of 16.68 million yen 

the lowest-income group 
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of 2.12 million yen 

average 

groups. The asset differential between the rich and the poor was 
5 fold in 1989 

in 1994 

it widened in the latest survey for the first time. 
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China.\" In the worst case 

turn the DPRK into a client state and the ROK will 

lose forever the opportunity to reunify the Korean peninsula. 
Accordingly 

continues to grow 

pressure to undertake a dramatic expansion of its own 
engagement with the North. END SUMMARY. 


CHINA REMAINS DPRK\'S BIGGEST TRADING PARTNER 


2. (U) According to the Korea International Trade 
Association (KITA) 

2005 hit a new high of USD 1.58 billion. As a result 

PRC continues to be the DPRK\'s biggest trading partner and 
according to preliminary figures 

over 50 percent of North Korea\'s overall trade in 2005. 


(NOTE: Because most of the data on DPRK trade is based on 
mirror statistics collected by the Korea Trade & Investment 
Promotion Agency 

are usually not available until July of the following year. 

END NOTE.) 


North Korea\'s trade with China is increasingly unbalanced 
however 

2005 

Imports rose 36 percent and exports dropped 14.3 percent 
during the same period. 


HUGE GROWTH IN INVESTMENT IN TWO-YEAR PERIOD 


3. (U) Chinese investment in North Korea has also 
increased dramatically in the past two years. Chinese 
investments 

mostly channeled to finance various resource and 
infrastructure projects in the North. In return 

(most of whom are based in ChinaVs three northeastern 
provinces) are guaranteed special rights to use resources 
and ports for a certain period of time. The Ministry of 
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Unification (MOU) estimates that PRC investment in 2005 
doubled from USD 50 million in 2004 to a total of USD 100 
million 

DPRK in-bound investment. The surge in Chinese direct 
investment is even more pronounced when comparing the 
2004 and 2005 figures with the 2003 figure of only USD 1.1 
million. 


FOOD AND ENERGY ASSISTANCE 


4. (U) China remains one of the primary sources of food 
and energy assistance to the DPRK. According to estimates 
provided to poloff by the Ministry of Unification (MOU) 

the PRC is the source of approximately 60 percent of the 
DPRK\'s total energy imports (both commercial and non- 
commercial). The MOU also estimates that China gave a 
substantial amount of energy and technical assistance to 
the North in the form of long-term loans between 2001 and 
2005. China has tried to reduce the financial burden of 

its bilateral relationship with the DPRK by substituting 
trade and investment for assistance. The chronic trade 
deficit that the North has with the PRC 

that a large portion of bilateral trade is Vde facto! aid. 


JAPANESE TRADE DECLINES 


5. (U) The sharp increase in PRC-DPRK trade is in 
contrast to the result of a steady decline in the 
DPRKs trade with Japan as mounting political tension 
surrounding the nuclear and abductee issues has cut 
into bilateral economic ties. 


According to KITA 

from USD 1.3 billion in 2001 to USD 195 million in 2005 (an 
annual average decline of 32 percent) 

1977. Japan\'s share (17.8 percent) of North Korea\'s 
overall trade in 2001 was even greater than that of South 
Korea (15.1 percent) 

partner to the DPRK after China (27.6 percent); by 2004 
however 

percent share in the DPRK\'s overall trade 

(39.0 percent) 

percent). 


6. (U) At the same time 

international aid has led Pyongyang to depend more on 
imported food and energy. In fact 

comprise the top import items in the DPRKs trade with its 
major trading partners 
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PRC SEEKS STABILITY 


7. (U) South Korean analysts see China\'s increasing 
economic engagement in North Korea as reflecting Beijing\'s 
strategic interests in: (1) preventing a North Korean 

collapse 

on its own domestic security; (2) maintaining Chinese 
influence on the Korean peninsula 

influence in the region; and (3) sustaining the two-Korea 
status quo. Forthe PRC 

source for raw materials. At the same time 

remains an ever-increasing market for Chinese goods. Based 
on these economic advantages 

possibility of China incorporating the DPRK into its 
development plans for its three northeastern provinces 

(Jilin 


8. (U) South Korean analysts also see North Korea 
seeking to increase its economic relations with 

the PRC to balance the growing economic leverage of 
the ROK (which is still considered a serious threat 

to the Kim Jong-il regime). The DPRK\'s interest in 
developing its backward economy has also played a role 
in cultivating Chinese economic involvement in the DPRK. 


USD 2 BILLION IN CREDITS? 


9. (U) Meanwhile 

major boost by high-ranking political and economic 
exchanges. In particular 

agreements to promote bilateral investment 

technological cooperation were adopted during DPRK Premier 
Pak Pong-jus visit to China in May 2005 and President Hu 
Jintaos October 2005 visit to the DPRK. Media reports 
indicate that the \"Economic and Technological Cooperation 
Agreement\" adopted during Hu\'s visit is worth USD 2 billion 
in trade credits and investment. 


DEPENDENCY ON CHINA MORE OBVIOUS \"IN THE STREETS\" 


10. (SBU) According to a recent report by Dr. Cho Myung- 
chul of the Korea Institute for International Economic 

Policy (KIEP) 

with the DPRK has not yet resulted in the North\'s 

structural dependence on the Chinese economy. Nevertheless 
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Cho\'s report emphasizes that North Korea\'s poorly developed 
manufacturing industry puts it at a disadvantage in its 

trade with the PRC. As a result 

major import items for the DPRK. Moreover 

of Chinese goods are entering the DPRK through Dandong and 
have become popular on the DPRK black market. According to 
media reports and Cho\'s in-depth interviews of North Korean 
refugees 

the country's markets are Chinese products. The DPRK\'s 
economy also depends heavily on China in other areas 

as transportation and finance. In short 

shows that DPRK economic dependence on the PRC is even more 
evident at the V'street level than at the national level. 


IMPLICATIONS FOR INTER-KOREAN COOPERATION 


11. (SBU) In a March 17 meeting with poloff 

ROK needed to begin preparing for China\'s growing economic 
influence over the DPRK 

the ROK\'s plans for inter-Korean economic cooperation 

also undermine South Korea\'s plans to reunify the Korean 
peninsula under democratic and market-oriented principles. 
ROKG officials routinely express concern about China\'s 
increasing economic influence in the DPRK. These officials 
say that China\'s increasing economic influence on the DPRK 
will naturally lead to more Chinese political influence in 

DPRK affairs. At worst 

could be incorporated into the PRC as a \"fourth 

northeastern province.\" Another scenario being 

discussed in Seoul describes the North Korean elite 
VrunningY to the PRC for help in the event of a DPRK 
collapse 

PRC involvement in North Korean affairs. 

VERSHBOW 
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January represented an equitable 

to the ROK on environmental remediation. Deferring to MOE to 
provide a formal response at SPI the following day 

indicated that domestic political dynamics made it difficult 

for the ROKG to accept the U.S. proposal. Lawless informed 
Suh that both sides had made progress on the Joint Vision 
Study and the Command Relation Study. However 
Comprehensive Security Assessment (CSA) 

still had many issues to resolve. He proposed drafting a 
\"CSA-lite\" or cancel the CSA altogether if an agreement could 
not be reached. When pressed for a quick approval on the 
Strategic Guidance Statement (SGS) for OPLAN 5029 
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for more time. END SUMMARY. 


2.(S) DUSD Richard Lawless met March 20 with NSC Assistant 
Secretary General for Strategy Suh Choo-suk to discuss 


SIPDIS 
alliance issues in advance of the SPI talks the following 
day. 


LaPorte Plan and Environmental Remediation 


3. (S) Lawless stated that the U.S. had been trying to return 
closed USFK bases to the ROK for the past year and a half. 
Currently 

ROK. Lawless was concerned that if an agreement on a process 
to promptly return the closed bases to the ROK did not move 
forward 

programs would be derailed. He stated he was worried the US 
could be criticized for not returning the closed camps and 
reiterated that the U.S. was firmly committed to Yongsan and 
LPP relocation plans and wanted to return the bases on an 
expedited schedule. However 

made on the return of the closed bases 

been closed as long as 17 months. Lawless stressed that the 
U.S. had been trying to find a solution on the issue of 
environmental remediation 

bilateral political issue. The LaPorte Plan 

outgoing USFK Commander General LaPorte 

to take special measures on 5 out of the 24 bases 

found to have contaminants floating on ground water. Lawless 
emphasized that GEN LaPorte believed he had an agreement with 
the Minister of Environment on this proposal 

was the best and final U.S. proposal. Lawless urged the ROKG 
to accept the plan. 


4. (S) Suh said he had studied the LaPorte proposal and 
shared the U.S. concerns on the matter. However 

mindful of the overall political situation within the ROK and 
the overall policy direction of the ROKG. Downplaying NSC\'s 
role 

Environment (MOE) stating that MOE had the lead on this 
issue. Suh noted that 

sought to impose their standards on the government 

were those in the National Assembly who agreed with the 
environmental NGO\'s. Taking into consideration these views 
the ROK interagency had prepared a proposal to be presented 
at SPI. Although the proposal may fail to meet expectations 
from the U.S. 

issue. The NSC Permanent Council 

Minister\'s lead 
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5. (S) On the three alliance related studies 

that the Comprehensive Security Assessment still had 
significant issues to be resolved 

of Japan. He emphasized that the ROK\'s language on Japan was 
something that the U.S. could not accept in the document. 
Discussions in Guam indicated that the two sides were 

actually getting further apart. Since CSA sets the necessary 
foundation for the other studies 

be completed as soon as possible. If both sides could not 
reach an acceptable solution 

released as a less comprehensive and complicated \"CSA-lite\". 
If even that approach could not work 

consider canceling the CSA altogether. In response 

that threat assessments were already included in the Joint 
Vision Study (JVS) and questioned the practical utility of 

the CSA. He thought that a truncated CSA was a good idea. 
Suh commented that Assistant Minister of Defense for Policy 
Planning Kwon An-do 

SPI 

CSA-lite should still reflect the common understanding of the 
ROK-U.S. alliance and not focus on the disagreements between 
the two partners. 


6. (S) Turning to the Joint Vision Study (JVS) 

pointed out that both sides were making good progress and 

that the study would significantly impact the alliance. On 
Command Relations Study 

timeline on command relations by the October Security 
Consultative Meeting (SCM) in Washington. He pressed Suh to 
make progress on signing a Terms of Reference (TOR) on 
command relations. Suh pledged that the NSC would cooperate 
fully on such issues of bilateral importance. 


SGS and 5029 


7. (S) Lawless commented that the U.S. had met ROKYs 
requirements in the Strategic Guidance Statement (SGS) and 
was waiting for ROK\'s approval. He inquired if any 
outstanding issues remained which prevented the ROK from 
approving the draft. Lawless noted that SGS had been in the 
works since 2003 and that both sides needed to move forward 
on this for the sake of the alliance. While delegating the 
primary responsibility over the matter to the Combined Forces 
Command (CFC) and the ROK JCS/MND 

Roh was committed to resolving issues regarding the alliance. 
However 
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convoluted and the negative reaction by the public had 
complicated matters. The President and the policy makers 
were committed to a thorough process on these discussions in 
the spirit of the alliance 

MINTON 
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58545 
58546 
it\'s a different world 


3. (SBU) Ambassador Achour (b. 1949 in Oujda) has been in the 
diplomatic service since 1971 

Spain 

in the latter three posts. He was enthusiastic about the 
Ambassador\'s suggestion that we work with him on our continuing 
efforts to support interreligious dialogue at the Vatican and 

with related organizations. 


ROONEY 
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58548 
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TIP efforts such that sufficient inertia has been created to 
prevent possible regression. The GOAJ is clearly enthused 
and proud of the achievements it has made to date and we 
believe that under the current Coordinator\'s leadership 
issue will continue to receive high-level GOAJ attention and 
effort. 

HARNISH 
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Takebe continued 

the importance of democracy. Together 

Soviet Union threat 

China is trying to create hegemony in Asia 

and we should consider the U.S.-Japan Treaty when we think of 
China. Our relationship is broad and deep 

and Diet must play a lead role 


Travel Plans and Meeting Requests 


4. (SBU) Takebe said he and Fuyushiba would like to meet 
with Vice President Cheney 
Rumsfeld and the leaders of the Democratic and Republican 
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parties during their trip. Since his childhood he has been 
impressed by former President Lincoln and Takebe would like 
to visit Civil War battlegrounds 

Memorial is also on his must-see list. The delegation will 
travel to Branson 

Japanese performer. Takebe -- who has already visited 
Branson twice and knows Tabuchi well -- and Koizumi agreed to 
give Tabuchi the Foreign Ministry Award for his role in 
fostering bilateral ties. Takebe 

Ambassador to the United States Ryozo Kato will travel to 
Missouri to present the award to Tabuchi. 


5. (C) The Ambassador welcomed their visit to the United 
States and assured the secretaries general that we will try 

to accommodate their requests. The Vice President will be 

out of town for two of the three days that Takebe and 
Fuyushiba are visiting 

complicating factor. Nevertheless 

the importance of the trip. The Ambassador assured them that 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo Abe and Foreign Minister Taro 
Aso had also appealed for help in securing their high-level 
meetings. 


6. (C) Fuyushiba noted that the LDP and Komeito have been in 
coalition since 1999 and Takebe is the sixth LDP Secretary 
General with whom he has worked. Takebe has been in place 
now for one and a half years and Fuyushiba said he is looking 
forward to finally traveling together with him to the United 
States. He had visited the United States with then-Secretary 
General Abe in April 2004 

great time. The Ambassador observed that when Abe traveled 
to the United States 

high-level meetings that we are finding it hard to duplicate 

it for successor delegations. 


Suggested Discussion Topics 


7. (C) Now is an important time for U.S.-Japan relations 
Takebe observed. Asked for advice on what to discuss while 


in the United States 

leaders to share their view of possible successors to Koizumi 
and their assessments of various candidates. The beef issue 
remains a top priority and there is great interest in what is 
required to reopen the Japanese market. The Ambassador 
hinted that opinions on defense issues might differ between 
Komeito and the LDP and suggested they explain that dynamic 
to their interlocutors. The Ambassador clarified that no one 
would try to negotiate with them on these issues. 
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8. (SBU) Fuyushiba offered that there is little difference 
between Komeito and the LDP on defense issues. Together 
they passed emergency laws and the Special Measures Law 
against terrorism and supported the Self-Defense Force 
dispatch to Afghanistan and Iraq. He and Takebe had traveled 
to Samawah and rode Black Hawk helicopters 

experience 

coalition with Komeito has helped to form a consensus among 
the Japanese public on various issues. Before the coalition 
was established 

revising the Constitution. Now 

a national referendum bill. Takebe and Fuyushiba thanked the 
Ambassador for his ideas 

high-level meetings. 
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Reflecting a change in tactics 

Democracy (PAD) stationed their demonstration today at Siam 
Square 

major shopping malls in the area announced closure for the 
next two days. The total loss of business for these two days 
are reportedly estimated to be as high as 600 million baht. 
A heavy police presence is reported at Siam Square. The 
police further announced the indefinite street closure of the 
section of the roads affected by the protest. Meanwhile 

to 5 

Thailand" have set up camp in front of the Krungthai Bank 
Headquarters further down the road. PM Thaksin held his 
cabinet meeting via video-conference from his hometown of 
Chiang Mai. Registration for the Senate election on April 19 
closed yesterday with a total of 1 

nation-wide. End summary. 


ANOTHER VOTE FOR VTAKING A BREAK 


2.(C) On March 27 

stalwart that Thaksin would likely take a short break" from 
politics following the election. The Health Minister 
attended a dinner at the residence 

However 

down for just a few months to allow consideration of 
amendments to the constitution. The Health Minister 
suggested that top TRT ministers Somkid (Commerce) 
(Agriculture) 

the interim. He raised the rather odd alternate suggestion 
that Thaksin could serve as president of Parliament during 
this interim period. Then 

elections with all parties participating 
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would again head the TRT list. The Ambassador noted that 
his personal view 

feelings in Bangkok against the PM would cool down in just a 
couple of months. 


ON THE OTHER HAND... 


3. (C) At the same dinner 

told DCM there was \"no way\" Thaksin would resign after April 

2. They suggested the PAD had overplayed their hand by 

taking their protests to the commercial districts of Bangkok 

in recent days. Bangkok citizens were growing weary of the 
commotion and growing more concerned about the impact on the 
economy. \"Thaksin will outlast them (the protesters) 

watch. 


DEMOCRACY A LA MALL 


4. (U) The PAD proceeded to move their demonstration quarters 
from a location near the Government House (where they have 
been stationed since March 14) to the Siam Square area for 
the next two days. They claim that by moving their protest 

to the center of Bangkok 

of the political situation. In response 

shopping malls in the area (Siam Paragon 

Siam Discovery) announced that they will close their doors 

for these two days due to traffic considerations. The 
businesses reportedly pleaded unsuccessfully for the PAD to 
move the demonstrations elsewhere 

is estimated to be as high as 600 million baht. 


AS IF TRAFFIC ISNYT BAD ENOUGH ALREADY... 


5. (C) The Royal Thai Police have a heavy presence in the 
area 

three temporary command posts. The police stated that the 
PAD did not apply to use the traffic space in the area. They 
further warned that they will be imposing a 500 baht fine on 
PAD protesters violating traffic regulations 

announce an indefinite closure of the streets affected by the 
protest. (Comment: This section of the road is already 

heavily congested. The street closings would undoubtedly add 
to the traffic congestion and perhaps cause popular annoyance 
at the PAD if their activity in Siam Square is prolonged. 

Also 
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but it is expected to grow tonight as people get out of work 
to join the protest. End comment.) 


... AND NOW ANOTHER GROUP IS ON THE STREET?? 


6. (C) A group of farmers from sixteen provinces called the 
\"Network of Farmers in Debt of Thailand\" gathered in the Nana 
section of Sukhumvit Road (two sky train stops away from 
Siam) early this morning. Poloff estimated the crowd to be 
around 1 

reported by the Thai press. This group claimed that they are 
not affiliated with either the PAD or the pro-Thaksin 
\"Caravan of the Poor 

front of the Krungthai Bank Headquarters for lower interest 
rates and reduced loan repayments. The group claims that 
they will remain in front of Krungthai Bank and will not join 
the PAD rally further up the street. (Comment: The two 
protest groups actually on the same road with two different 
names -- the protesters at the Nana district are yet another 
group adding to the traffic woes. End comment.) 


WHAT ABOUT THE OTHER RACE? 


7. (C) Unlike the MP race 

candidates closed without a hitch yesterday. A total of 

1 

election. At the last minute 

registered their names to contest in Bangkok 

total of 260 candidates to run in the capital. According to 
the Election Commission 

candidates from the senate race in 2000. 


READING BROADENS THE MIND 


8. (U) Several papers have published a suggested reading list 
for Thaksin when he goes on his \"post-election break 
including \"1984 

course 

ambitious wife. 

ARVIZU 


Column 3 
58552 


DPRI 


2. (C) During a March 29 luncheon meeting with the DCM 
General Affairs Council Chairman Kyuma argued the case for a 
Futenma replacement facility located as close to shore as 
possible. The biggest obstacle to a resolution 

not local politicians 

further offshore the new facility was located 

easier it would be for protestors to block construction. 
Opposition to the new base would be a magnet for 
environmental activists from outside Okinawa 

overseas 

Defense Minister Nukaga agreed 

to be on the shoreline 

To defuse environmentalists\' opposition 

advised JDA to construct the landfill for the new base using 
aluminum piping to ensure sufficient sunlight for the sea 
grass that protesters claim would be killed off by the 
project. 


3. (C) On moving Marines to Guam 

be able to fund (or at least finance) new housing on the 
island 

Self-Defense Forces 

\"very difficult 

fund core operational facilities for the Marines on Guam. 
The U.S. should focus on cutting the cost of those 
facilities 

from Indonesia or the Philippines. The DCM replied that 
without Japanese funding for operational facilities the 
Marines would not be able to leave Okinawa. 


4. (C) Costs for the Guam move could be offset in part by 

cuts in Host Nation Support (HNS) as the Marines leave 
Okinawa 

Okinawans 

resolved 

The Okinawans are masters of getting but not giving 
grumbled. The DCM noted there should be no reduction in HNS 
until the Marines actually leave Japan and the funds are no 
longer needed. 


5. (C) On Japan\'s overall defense budget 

realistic way to get around the one percent of GDP spending 
cap would be to fund high price tag items 

realignments on Okinawa 

budgets. 
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China 


6. (C) Beijing seemed to be moderating its criticism of 
Japan 

to China. Government-controlled Chinese media were now 
sending the message that relations with Tokyo could not be 
based solely on recent wartime history. This was a welcome 
change 

thousand years of history; one brief period should not be 
looked at in isolation. Vietnam was a good model 
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Kyuma 
Washington and Japan as well 
the Vietnam War and World War Il. 


7. (C) Nakagawa voiced concern that PRC President Hu Jintao 
might raise the Yasukuni issue when he visits Washington in 
April. For Japan 

would be unhelpful if the U.S. sought to mediate. The more 
China pounded on the Yasukuni issue 

opinion was souring against China. Some of those upset at 
Chinese criticism were also anti-American. It would be in 
U.S. and Japanese interests to keep \"ultra-nationalists\" 
under control. The Japanese media had falsely reported that 
President Bush had asked Prime Minister Koizumi not to visit 
Yasukuni Shrine 

this wrong impression. 


8. (C) Nakagawa said he had been surprised by the candor of 
some of his Chinese interlocutors on the subject of 
democracy. At a think-tank in Beijing 

talked openly about the need for democratization rising as 

the country\'s economy developed. Turning to Taiwan 

some concern that the opposition Kuomintang was \"leaning a 
bit far towards the mainland.\" 


9. (C) Kyuma said he had a keen interest in changes in the 
Chinese military 

senior commanders and enlisted men. PLA officers and 
soldiers seemed to come mainly from the rural hinterland 
noted. Kyuma speculated that PRC soldiers may resent the 
income disparity they witness between coastal and rural 
provinces. Like Japan in the 1930s 

become a source of political unrest within the military 
observed. 


Iran 


Column 3 


10. (C) On Iran 

opinion would not agree to the government\'s support ofa 
tougher stance against Iran along with the U.S. On Iraq 
Koizumi had been able to take a firm stance 

domestic criticism. If Iran were perceived as the \"next\" on 
the list 

position. Countries dependent on Iranian oil 

Europeans 

he feared. The DCM emphasized that Iran\'s pursuit of nuclear 
weapons was unacceptable 

to move this issue to the UN Security Council. 


Beef Imports Ban 


11. (C) The participation of Japanese experts in stateside 
inspections of U.S. beef bound for Japan was the only 
solution to the current impasse 

stressed that within the LDP and the Diet 

continue to do so. Ministry of Agriculture experts were 
worried about \"being held responsible" for problems in the 
U.S. inspection system 

caused a reimposition of the ban on imports had been unique 
agreed Nakagawa. When Japan had first exported beef to U.S. 
markets 

Japanese experts should now do the same 

stressed that U.S. beef is safe and that we need to come to 
closure on resuming imports 

SCHIEFFER 
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United States entered (Iraq) not understanding the 
environment 

were. The criminal elements (then) advanced themselves.\" 
\"lragis think that Americans are wealthy and smart 

Medhat advised. \"So Iraqis agree that anyone who outsmarts 
an American was smart 


5. (C) Judge Medhat emphasized the importance of choosing 
honest ministers and top ministry officials. \"If the 

minister is clean and the Directors General are clean 

said 

he would refrain from corruption. But when the employee 
sees the Director General or the Minister engaged in 
corruption 

employees often give a portion of their take to the 

Minister. Deputy Ministers often divide the proceeds of 
corruption amongst themselves. \"We must start at the top\" 
to change this 
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6. (S) Judge Medhat was concerned that corruption was 
spreading in ministries because of the political parties 
controlling them. \"Some ministers will come from classes 
that are deprived 

said 

need ministers who don\'t need to rely on corruption.\" If 
Iraq finds good ministers in the \"technical side\" (as 
opposed to the political side) 

Still Judge Medhat said it will take 10-15 years to get 
control of corruption in Iraq. 


7. (C) Asked who would make a good Minister of Justice 
Judge Medhat said that Iraq should find a person not tied 
to a political party 

religious parties.\" Best would be someone working in the 
ministry 


8. (S) Judge Medhat said that he had sent the Prime 
Minister a letter on March 23 requesting the Prime 
Minister's support for prosecuting a current cabinet 
minister (name unknown) for misuse of government funds. 


9. (S) EconMinCouns pushed the Judge to provide both 
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candid views of the various anti-corruption institutions 
and the judge\'s prescriptions for improved cooperation 
among them. Each of the three major pillars of public 
integrity in Iraq -- the Inspectors General (IGs) 

Board of Supreme Audit (BSA) 

Integrity (CPI) -- has problems 

However 

reformed. Many IG\'s are good 

incompetent. In one case 

complaint against Minister for Municipalities and Public 
Works Nasreen Barwari 

indictment. The word of her indictment leaked 

her reputation 

Court of Iraq (CCCI) reviewed the file 

grossly deficient. Experts in procurement were called in 
to assist the CCCI panel 

charge of procurement fraud was without merit. Judge 
Medhat said that subsequent investigation (NFI) revealed 
the IG of the ministry was pursuing a personal or political 
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vendetta against the minister and 

was suspended for six months. The solution 

said 

loyalties and replace them with experts who know the law. 
It was also important that the IGs be independent of the 
ministers they are to investigate 

oversight body of IGs in the Iraqi Government and to the 
Council of Representatives. Ministers must be barred from 
hiring 

hope 

anyone in that ministry and he knows everything that is 
going on in the ministry.\" 


10. (S) Judge Medhat was particularly scathing against 
whomever was leaking word of corruption indictments 
requested by the CPI from the CCCI. He did not identify 
who was leaking these stories 

done for political gain by the opponents of those 
indicted. This was bringing discredit on the institutions 
and the legal process 


11. (S) Judge Medhat says there is a role for the CPI \"if 
it stays close to the Board of Supreme Audit.\" Referring 
to Judge Radhi al-Radhi 

clean person 

lack the experience in investigating certain types of 
crimes that the BSA is better qualified to investigate 
said. 


12. (S) A particular problem was a sudden influx in the 
staff of the CPI 

were so much higher than comparable salaries in other 
agencies 

the best people and then insulate them from corruption 
it opened up room for exploitation. \"So those who have 
connections or political party support got those 

positions 

are not qualified or are under political influence." He 
reiterated the importance of selecting qualified people and 
keeping the ΟΡΙ in close coordination with the BSA. 


13. (S) Judge Medhat 

judges for ties to the former regime 

\"bad elements!" in the judiciary had been removed 

all ofthem. \"The bad elements grew beards 

\"both Sunni and Shia. He cautioned against acting too 
fast 
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once 

\"Individuals supported by the parties in power" would 
succeed in getting their jobs back. 


14. (S) The Judicial Review Committee (JRC) on which Judge 
Medhat sat was able to remove the most corrupt judges 
believed. Removals were based on the evidence 

doesn\'t go by when someone doesn't write a letter 

criticizing the JRC.\" Letters written to ministers by 

those dismissed often result in a request from the minister 

for the JRC to explain its dismissal. \"This is why it\'s 
important to bring in ministers who are clean 

Medhat said 

JRC\'s explanation. 


15. (S) Judge Medhat addressed the requirement in Article 
92 of the new constitution that says that the Federal 
Supreme Court will be made up of \"a number of justices 
experts in Islamic jurisprudence 

Judge Medhat believes that only trained judges should serve 
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on the court. Experts on Islamic jurisprudence should be 
treated as expert advisers to the court 
left to judges 


16. (S) Judge Medhat was asked how many additional judges 
Iraq needed to catch up with the backlog of criminal 

cases. Judge Medhat said that Iraq has 800 judges at 
present 

Training Institute (JTI) has about 150 judges in training. 
(Note: The Director General of the JTI told Embassy Legal 
Adviser separately that they have 179 in their first year 
class and have been asked to select a class this year of 
60-80 prospective jurists. End note.) Judge Medhat said 
that the Training Institute graduated judges at the lowest 
classes 

first or second class 

the most complicated or politically sensitive cases. Some 
judges will be promoted in June 

will increase 

insurgency under control result in more arrests. He looked 
forward to the day when Iraq needed more civil court judges 
to handle commercial law cases in a more active 

economy. 
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17. (U) Regarding the Iraqi Bar Association and the 
efforts to elect a new Board of Directors 

described it as one of the oldest professional associations 
in Iraq. It had a significant political role before 

Saddam. During the monarchy 

and the Law Faculties helped to bring down prime 
ministers. Saddam took gradual control of the Bar 
association and made it a front for the Ba\'th Party. In 

the immediate aftermath of April 9 

said 

Association as if it were the American Bar Association 
this did not work. Instead of letting the former Ba\'thist 
leaders of the Bar Association fail on their own 

rushed elections in August of 2003. As a result 

Ba\'thist board members were all re-elected except for the 
president 

Minister 

president in his place. 


18. (S) The lawyers in Iraq do not think much of the 
present Bar Association 
for them except issue IDs and collect dues. 


19. (S) Judge Medhat said that the Justice Minister\'s 
initiative to call early elections will probably not work. 
Elections would have been in three months anyway. There is 
no natural leader able to lead the Bar Association in the 

right direction 

had not been able to agree on who their candidate would 

be. Judge Medhat was concerned that one of the 
ex-Bal'thists was likely to win 

with poor leadership for the two-year term of this next 

board of directors. 


20. (S) Judge Medhat described some of the efforts of the 
judiciary to get on top of the Jadriyah Bunker scandal. In 
contrast to those incarcerated by the CCCI 

were detained lawfully 

Interior had detainees who had not been before a judge. 


21. (S) Judge Medhat said he had given orders to get 
judges to interview all detainees 

of investigators 

the Deputy Minister of Interior to cooperate with the 
investigation panels 

for the judges to be able to work in. However 
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inthe MOI was \"delaying the resolution of cases.\" 


22. (U) Poloff said that the USG was very concerned about 
the extent of human rights abuses associated with the 
Jadriyah Bunker and other ΜΟΙ detention facilities. It was 
important for there to be a thorough investigation that all 
would see got to the bottom of the allegations. If no one 

is prosecuted 

sectarianism 


23. (S) Judge Medhat said that Deputy Prime Minister Rowsh 
Shuways and his committee needed to meet with the judges 


BAGHDAD 00001024 004 OF 004 


who have been conducting their own investigation into the 
bunker story. Justice Attache Wood encouraged Judge Medhat 
to arrange such a meeting. 


24. (S) Judge Medhat\'s constructive views of 
anti-corruption institutions and apparent willingness to 
work with them was somewhat surprising. Previously 
not appeared to grasp just how massive the corruption 
problem in Iraq had grown. Adjudications of CPI corruption 
cases by the CCCI are vital for the perception of 
legitimacy of the government and the Rule of Law in Iraq. 
Training of CPI investigators continues 

experienced has been in place for only 1 1/2 years. The 
CCCI has issued about 80 arrest warrants based on CPI 
investigations 

adjudicated. 


25. (S) Judge Medhat\'s reputation for commitment to the 
Rule of Law and reform of the judiciary was outstanding 
until 

the judiciary fell short of what was expected from it. 

It will be imperative to stay engaged with Judge Medhat 
to ensure that he understands the importance we place 
in getting to the bottom of the scandal and the need to 
hold accountable those responsible. Finally 

need to place greater emphasis on trying to better 
understand the personalities and politics of the 

Higher Juridical Council 

institution in the coming months as implementing 
legislation for the new constitution tries to define the 
composition of the judiciary. End comment. 
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bad\" this year 
good.\" End summary. 


2. (U) Ambassador Arietti and emboffs met with a group of 
senior GOR officials March 22 

Envoy to the President for the Great Lakes Region Amb. 
Richard Sezibera 

The meeting 

Internal Security Secretary General Amb. Joseph Mutaboba 
Deputy Prosecutor General Martin Ngonga 

Commissioner Mary Gahongayire 

Commissioner Tom Ndahiro 

and Emigration Anaclet Kalibata 

Ministry Americas Desk Officer Augustin Rutikara. 


GOR Critique of Report 


3. (SBU) Sezibera began by observing that Rwanda and the 
U.S. share an interest in advancing the human rights agenda. 
However 

\"accusatory tenor" of the report. He noted 

that the report begins with a statement about the \"largely 
Tutsi\" Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) 

only inaccurate but sets the tone for the rest of the 

report. A subsequent statement that there were \"no reports 
of local government officials inciting Tutsi citizens to 

make false accusations against or discriminate against 
Hutus\" not only gives the impression that this is the norm 
but also contributes to \"social antagonism\" rather than 
advancing the human rights agenda. 


4. (SBU) Sezibera articulated three major objections to the 
content of the report. He objected to language that imputes 
to Rwanda human rights abuses committed by Congolese army 
groups against the Congolese in Congolese territory 

omitting mention of FDLR activities in Rwanda. In addition 

he said the report lacks context 

insensitive way in which it characterizes the gacaca system. 
While acknowledging that the GOR itself has raised questions 
about the system and has been working to address 
shortcomings 

value judgment. In particular 

that the gacaca process is more effective at rendering 

justice than fostering reconciliation. He objected also to 

the implication that the RPF is not subject to gacaca. He 

said gacaca is intended only to address genocide crimes. He 
explained that the RPF 
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as a group and that individual RPF officers have been tried 
for human rights violations. He agreed that gacaca is an 
imperfect system 

option they have. Any critique of gacaca 

viewed in that context. 


5. (SBU) Sezibera acknowledged that LDF members can and do 
commit crimes 

and the number of crimes is not statistically significant. 
He said that individuals are prosecuted and punished if 
found guilty. He asserted that the report\'s claim that the 
LDF is not a constitutionally-based force is inaccurate. In 
fact 

provides for citizens\' participation in leadership 

defense 

is under the Minister of Local Government 

control of the national police. 


6. (SBU) Regarding the Jehovah\'s Witnesses 

Prosecutor General Ngonga noted that they probably have more 
churches in Rwanda than in any other African country 

that their extensive presence does not reflect persecution. 

He commented that it is necessary to differentiate between 

the conduct of individuals and the conduct of the group. He 


pointed out that there are ongoing issues with individual 
Jehovah\'s Witnesses that do not entail activities prohibited 
by their dogma. 


Report Methodology 


7. (SBU) Deputy Prosecutor General Ngonga criticized the 
methodology of the report. He noted that as human rights 
are universal 

the standard of investigation for the Human Rights Report 
should be upgraded. He observed that the U.S. has high 
investigative standards for legal issues and asked why the 
standards are lower for the HRR. When one points to 
specific cases of alleged illegal detention 

one is obligated to dig deeper for all the facts rather than 
simply rely on news media accounts or NGO reports. He said 
that the Prosecutor\'s Office is willing to share its 

findings on all cases. Ngonga expressed concern that 
generalizations in the report were based on insufficiently 
investigated individual cases. He noted 

in the description of the case of an LDF member alleged to 
have committed a crime 

taken by the prosecution or any indication as to whether the 
accused had been apprehended or imprisoned. 
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8. (SBU) Other members of the group noted the lack of 
critical analysis of NGO reports. National Human Rights 
Commissioner Ndahiro stressed the importance of attributing 
sources; otherwise 

endorses the source. He said that the NGOs have a known 
style--\"mobilizing shame against the government\"--of 
describing human rights abuses in order to further their own 
agendas. Ndahiro also pointed out the need to check and 
cross-check facts 

complexities 

source and the translator 

distort the information. Deputy Police Commissioner 
Gahongayire commented on the repetitive nature of the 
report. She noted that cases that had already been reported 
and resolved appeared again in this year\'s report. 


GOR Initiatives on Human Rights 


9. (SBU) Sezibera remarked that the V'slightly improved" 
quality of this years report from that of previous years 
provides a basis for initiating a constructive dialogue on 
human rights 

with a view toward improving Rwanda\'s standing next year. 
The GOR would like to see the quality of the report 

went \"from worse to bad\" this year 

year \"from bad to good.\" 


10. (U) Sezibera announced that the GOR has set up a senior 
inter-ministerial working group to focus on human rights 
issues. As a first step 

human rights report and prepared a detailed written 

response. (Note: After the release of the 2004 HRR 

GOR responded with a detailed 26-page rebuttal. End note.) 
The group 

senior GOR officials: Sezibera 

Secretary General Johnston Busingye 


SIPDIS 
Kalibata 


Next Steps 


11. (U) Ambassador expressed his appreciation to the GOR for 
taking the initiative in putting together the working group 

and initiating the human rights dialogue. He explained that 

the Human Rights Report is a Congressionally mandated 
requirement and that 

as overly critical of the GOR 

base to prompt discussion on shared goals and interests. He 
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acknowledged that there are differences of interpretation 
and reiterated that the USG is open to correction and 
clarification of misunderstandings or misperceptions. 

Noting constraints in format and style in the drafting of 

the report 

that are fundamentally important and not focusing on issues 
of style or specific wording. 


12. (U) Ambassador pushed back on many of the points raised 
by Sezibera. He dealt directly with each of the concerns 
raised by the GOR and suggested two additional areas for 
discussion--press freedom and civil society. He also noted 

the importance of addressing issues relating to the role of 
political parties in Rwanda. 


19. (U) Sezibera responded that the GOR wishes to maintain a 
regular dialogue with Embassy to address all the areas of 
concern raised in the report 

include other relevant parties and observers. He promised 
that the GOR would be specific in its points and offered to 
organize a meeting with the press and civil society. He 

also agreed to Ambassador\'s suggestion to focus on a few 
select topics for the next meeting. 


Comment 


14. (U) This initial meeting on human rights 

the GOR 

further constructive engagement. lt provided both the GOR 
and Embassy an opportunity to candidly voice their views 
about fundamental human rights issues. The level and extent 
of GOR representation at the meeting and the GOR\'s prompt 
formation of a working group to focus on human rights issues 
signal the seriousness with which the GOR takes criticism of 
its human rights record and its interest in a meaningful 
dialogue rather than a mere exchange of criticisms. The GOR 
has offered to share further information on specific cases 
take a critical look at problem areas to reach mutual 
understanding 

laws where warranted. Post will meet with the GOR working 
group on human rights after we receive its written response 
to the 2005 Human Rights Report 

throughout the year. 


15. (U) Post is confident that in some areas we will be able 

to see real progress in the short term 

issues regarding the Jehovah\'s Witnesses and having the GOR 
take a more proactive stance in responding to and taking 

action against complaints of excessive use of force by the 
police. Other issues that are more difficult 
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freedom 

society 

offered to convene meetings with all the stakeholders to 
discuss those issues as well as to meet with others from the 
USG 

NGOs. 


16. (U) Ambassador subsequently briefed EU Chiefs of Mission 
about this meeting. They endorsed the U.S. initiative and 
agreed to look for appropriate ways in which the U.S. and 

the EU can coordinate human rights efforts. 


ARIETTI 
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otherwise 

standing USG financial support for ICARDA - via World Bank 
USAID 

needed for the U.S. export licenses and urges positive 
consideration of the request. End Summary. 

2. (U) Established in 1977 

throughout the world and supported by the Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). ICARDA is a not-for- 
profit 

research and training aimed at alleviating poverty in developing 
countries. The USG has played a critical role in establishing 
ICARDA 

Since ICARDA\'s establishment 

million USD of direct funding through USAID and USDA 
substantial indirect funding through the World Bank. Moreover 
ICARDAVs location in Syria is solely due to the country\'s climate 
and topography 

and research into dryland agriculture. It is not/not an agency 

of the Syrian government. 


3. (SBU) Under the provisions of the SAA 

specific categories of items for which license applications can 
be reviewed on a case-by-case basis 

\"in support of activities 

Since the SAA was implemented 

export licenses 

activities\" by USDOC/BIS. 


4. (SBU) Post believes that ICARDA\'s mission to optimize 
sustainable agricultural production and contribute to the 
alleviation of poverty in dry areas not only supports USG 

policies and initiatives 

Vcreating global prosperity\" - of the President's National 
Security Strategy. ICARDA has carried out its mission in several 
politically-charged locations central to U.S. national interests. 
For example 
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infrastructure and market supply chains in Afghanistan 

\"below the radar assistance\" in the reconstruction of Iraq 

through the USAID Higher Education for Agricultural Development 
Program 

(Food for Peace Program) to enhance food security and decrease 
environmental degradation. 


5. (SBU) ICARDA\'s most recent export license request 
GIS software 
has pointed to projects in which an approved export license for 


such software could be beneficial to USG interests. For example 
it cites GIS land suitability studies in Iraq 

for by the Iraqi government 

diversification 

Program will identify food insecurity and vulnerability in the 
country. 


6. (SBU) Comment: To our knowledge 

Vin support of USG activities 

although it seems to us that under any reasonable definition 
ICARDA\'s research would qualify. Since its establishment 
has enjoyed substantial levels of USG support 

Bank 

over a prolonged period of time to an organization whose goals 
failed to converge with our own. Indeed 

in nations central to the U.S. global war on terrorism such as 
Afghanistan and Iraq strongly support the contention that its 
research fully supports diplomatic and other activities of the 
USG. To penalize such an organization because of a geographic 
accident 

soil and climate conditions are conducive to its important work 
causes no discomfort to the Syrian regime 

of our sanctions policy as indiscriminate. Post therefore 
requests the Department\'s assistance in providing ICARDA an 
export license exemption for items \"in support of USG 
activities\" that will set a precedent on which to base future 
license decisions 

issuance of U.S. export licenses for ICARDA. 
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breakthroughs. According to Deady 
represents an improvement on its initial offer 
still needs to offer more. 


2. (C) Deady said that the big issue was natural resources 
with the UAE stating that the FTA could not include natural 
resources and the Australians arguing that a comprehensive 
FTA could not exclude an entire sector. He added 
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that Australia had said it was prepared to be flexible on the 
issue of natural resources if the UAE could define the scope 
in a sufficiently narrow fashion. The UAE negotiators had 
told him that they would not be able to respond during the 
round. Deady noted that the broader question of whether the 
GCC will permit the UAE to complete another bilateral FTA 
negotiation (i.e. 

EconChief that he thought this would be the last full scale 
formal round 

teams of specialist negotiators (i.e. 

had not proposed dates for any follow-on meetings. Deady 
said that the Australians would contact USTR directly to 
provide a more detailed readout. 

SISON 
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in Tissamaharama in the southern district of Hambantota. In 
the four districts visited (Galle 

Ratnapura) 

parties and 

Jathiika Hela Urumaya (JHU) and 

Workers Congress (CWC). 


3. (SBU) All along the main coastal road south from Colombo 
to Hambantota campaign posters 

occasional rallies and parades sponsored by all three of the 
largest parties were evident 

flags and monumental papier-mache reproductions of the JVP 
party symbol--the bell--clearly predominated in the 

landscape. On March 27 

campaigning before elections take place 

witnessed a total of 11 campaign rallies--eight of them a sea 
of JVP red 

four-vehicle green-bedecked caravan for an admirably 
persistent UNP candidate. (Except for one sighting of about 
six party workers sporting baseball caps in JHU yellow 
monk-based party was nowhere in evidence in the predominantly 
Sinhalese Buddhist southern heartland. Efforts to visit 

JHU\'s Ratnapura office were unsuccessful.) Even along 
comparatively desolate stretches of road 

omnipresent--tacked on to trees 

convenient structure. 


POSTERS VS. PATRONAGE: 
IS SLFP TOO COMPLACENT? 
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4. (SBU) Most sources contacted during the trip 
acknowledging that tne JVP was undoubtedly working harder 
than any other party 

traditionally wielded by the governing party as a 
near-insurmountable obstacle for the reds. (Note: Since the 
Constitution was amended in 1978 

most recent national election has typically won a resounding 
majority in subsequent local elections. End note.) In local 
elections 

platform 

on the central government to get garbage collected or 
playgrounds constructed is the likeliest to get elected. In 

a March 27 meeting 

supporter now running as an SLFP candidate for a local 
council in Galle 

simple (and irrefutably logical) terms: \"If a village has to 

be developed 

organizer Chandima Weerakkody seconded this view 

out that only after Abeynayake\'s decision to cross over had a 
long-blocked irrigation channel in his village finally been 
cleared--through the magic of SLFP intervention and support. 
In a separate meeting later the same day 

UNP organizer for Matara District 

observing that since \"everyone is trying to get benefits from 
the government 

government stands the best chance of attracting votes. He 
added that the biggest obstacle to the UNP winning at the 
local level is rural voters\' fears that their welfare 

\"Samurdhi 

opposition. 


5. (SBU) The \"vote-with-the-government\" bandwagon may be 
strongest in President Mahinda Rajapaksa\'s home district of 
Hambantota. In a March 28 meeting 

community leaders (including at least two long-time UNP 
supporters) told poloff that they expected voters 

presidential largesse for his birthplace 

masse for the SLFP. Even those severely affected by the 
tsunami are unlikely to hold the Government\'s perceived 
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slowness in providing reconstruction assistance against the 
SLFP 

Rajapaksa is president 

reasoned one local businessman 

in-laws in the disaster. Hambantota Chamber of Commerce 
Director Azmi Thassim later explained 

President as a 12-year man\" (i.e. 

for two six-year terms). Since local elections do not 


Column 3 

involve a change of national government or any \"big 
ideologies or policies 

whom they believe is best positioned--usually via membership 
in the ruling party--to get things done. 


6. (C) Despite the SLFP\'s built-in advantage 

interlocutors speculated that JVP diligence would pay off in 
substantially increased membership in local councils in many 
areas outside the north and east. Moreover 

has been publicly reticent about its electoral targets 

can claim any increase of its current modest total (214 
members out of a possible 4 

across the island and control of one local council out of 

over 400) as a victory. And since any increase in JVP 
numbers is likely to come at the expense of the SLFP (which 
competes for essentially the same vote bank as the reds) 
JVP can cite anything other than a complete clean sweep for 
the incumbents as proof of popular dissatisfaction with the 
ruling party. For the JVP (which technically is neither in 

the opposition nor in the governing coalition) 

elections are win-win--and the JVP is definitely playing to 

win as much as it can. SLFP interlocutors complained that 
JVP candidates depict themselves as V'with the 
government\"--and thus able to deliver critical patronage at 
the local level--while distancing themselves from the blues 
when convenient. The JVP \"takes credit for every good thing 
the government does\" while simultaneously criticizing it for 
perceived lapses 


7. (C) Samson Abeykoon 


COLOMBO 00000495 003 OF 004 


lamented that the SLFP and UNP \"only get ready with 
propaganda at election time 

machine 

immediately after the August 12 assassination of Foreign 
Minister and eminent SLFP MP Lakshman Kadirgamar 
beat the SLFP to the propaganda punch 

distributing a visually gripping poster eulogizing the late 
statesman and castigating the insurgent Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) for the murder 

managed to position itself as the pro-national 
security/anti-terrorism party before the SLFP could even 
react to its own member\'s killing 
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JVP has worked carefully over the past few years to make the 
one local council it controls in Tissamaharama a V'modelV of 
rural development 

work there 

site popular with Sinhalese Buddhist pilgrims from all over 

the island 

of its governance to an even wider audience 

sources in Hambantota reported that the JVP 

tagged as a Sinhalese nationalist party 

Tamil-speaking candidates (presumably from the sizable Muslim 
community) for local polls in the district. 


8. (C) SLFP and UNP representatives in the south conceded 
that the JVP was campaigning longer and stronger than either 
of them (although both maintained that their more 
individualized 

effective than the large public rallies the JVP favors). All 
interlocutors also noted that the JVP campaign strategy 

which focuses on attracting votes for the party 

for an individual candidate 

votes for the reds (Reftels). (Note: Each party submits a 
slate of candidates for each local body 

cast a total of three preference votes. Since a voter may 
assign all three votes to the same candidate 

the same party are 

other. This quirk in the electoral system typically makes 
SLFP and UNP candidates unwilling to pool resources or work 
together on a campaign in the same constituency. End note.) 
UNP and SLFP campaign literature 

always specifically targeted to an individual candidate--with 
that candidate\'s image and ballot number 

party symbol 

other hand 

limited to only the party name 

the bell. Names and pictures of individual candidates are 
almost never displayed; indeed 

identified a mayoral candidate for the highly-coveted Colombo 
Municipal Council. 


9. (C) Some interlocutors cautioned against confusing the 

JVP\'s efficient use of propaganda as a measure of its popular 
support. One Hambantota businessman commented on the JVP\'s 
penchant for blanketing a stretch of road with many 

elaborate decorations to give the impression to outsiders 

that the whole area is theirs.\" The JVP is spending too much 
money on propaganda 

speculated that local reds were funding their costly campaign 
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by extorting money from quarries in the area. But in a March 
27 meeting in Hambantota 

expressed confidence that his party\'s campaigning would pay 
off and 

would make a strong showing in the district on election day. 
Perera claimed that 90 percent of local teachers were backing 
the JVP 

similarly high. Nor was the JVP confining itself to large 

rallies 

the homes in the area from Tissamaharama to Tangalle four 
times in house-to-house canvassing. Preparing for a massive 
motorcycle-and-trishaw rally later in the day 

that SLFP thugs were attempting to intimidate his party 
workers 

a set-to just the night before. 
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10. (C) UNP interlocutors in the area 

show of campaigning 

inevitable loss of most of the local councils the party now 
controls. Matara organizer Pathirana acknowledged that party 
morale is in a slump 

presidential polls just four months ago 

greens\' loss in general elections in 2004. He added that UNP 
leader Ranil Wickremesinghe\'s address at a local rally on 
March 19 brought out only 650 supporters 

8 

election. The SLFP government\'s failure so far to provide 

for all of the tsunami-affected in Matara has not been a 

factor in the elections 

seem to be hoping that an SLFP local government will do what 
the SLFP central government so far has not. UNP MP for 
Ratnapura Thalatha Jayasinghe told a similar story of tepid 
public response to Wickremesinghe\'s appearance at a recent 
rally in her electorate. She gloomily predicted an anemic 
overall turnout on election day--perhaps no more than 40 
percent. While both Pathirana and Jayasinghe believe the JVP 
decision to contest separately from the SLFP may marginally 
benefit the UNP 

to make a real difference in their areas. (Note: Moreover 

in Ratnapura any such benefit will likely be canceled out by 
the fact that the Ceylon Workers Congress 

contests with the UNP 
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11. (C) The March 30 elections provide the JVP its first 
real chance since local polls in 2002 to gauge its popular 
appeal as an independent party distinct from the SLFP 
than as a junior member of a coalition dominated by \"Big 
Blue." While the one-time Marxist insurgents know they 
camnot dislodge the SLFP 

presidential polls just a few months ago 

they can be counted on to portray any increase 

slight 

as a victory against the two main parties. For the SLFP 
this can only spell trouble 

use these gains as proof that the people are with them--and 
that they endorse the JVPYs comparatively hard line on the 
peace process. (This will be especially true if the SLFP 
which competes for essentially the same voter base as the 
JVP 

of at least 80 percent of the local councils.) 


12. (C) Comment (cont.): While the JVP is campaigning its 
heart out 

visited 

have awarded the ruling party almost all local councils 
determine electoral outcomes. The SLFP regards these 
elections as a \"gimme\"--the ruling party\'s rightful and 
inevitable piece of the pie--a view the demoralized UNP seems 
to share. While there is little reason to doubt that history 

will repeat itself this time around 

little too complacent and the UNP a little too apathetic than 
is prudent. Since converting from Marxist revolutionaries to 
mainstream politicians in 1994 

incremental 

local 

suppose this time will be any different. The JVP doesn't 
expect to be the second largest party this year or next year 
or even the year after that. But they are clearly planning 

to take on that role sometime--perhaps sooner than their 
inattentive rivals realize. Even if the JVP wins control of 
only a few more local councils 

to boost its visibility 

and get its message out--while the two largest parties appear 
to be asleep at the switch. 

LUNSTEAD 
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civil nuclear agreement as \"historic\" and congratulated Prime 
Minister Singh for \"ensuring the success of President Bush\'s 


Column 3 

visit despite opposition from key allies (read the Left 
Front).\" Calling it \"unforgivable\" and V'something that must 
be opposed 

Samajwadi Party\" of \"trying to communalize our foreign 
policy 

the blasphemous (sic) cartoons published in a Danish 
newspaper and confuse them with the Bush visit to India.\" 
Congress accused the SP of trying to deflect attention away 
from its problems in UP by \"trying to be the champion of 
Muslims 

minority vote." Deriding \"certain parties that did not 
support India\'s own indigenous nuclear program!" for 
championing Wa nuclear Iran 

an insult to the Indian minority community to think that they 
have the interests of another country more than that of 
India.\" 


2. (U) While the SP bore the brunt of the Congress attack 

its Left allies were also not spared. Sonia\'s editorial 

accused the Left of \"ideological limitations that are 

well-known\" consisting of a \"one point program to stop 
economic reform and oppose the United States.\" Congress also 
rapped the Communists for constantly harping \"on how the 
indo-US deal is designed solely to contain China 

accused them of being \"historically wrong always 

they refused to support Indian independence in 1947. 


The Attacks Hit Home 


3. (U) CPI(M) politouro member and MP Sitaram Yechury 
reacted angrily to the Congress attack 

anyone is communalizing the issue it is George Bush. By 
invoking God for attacking other countries 

his God is better.\" At the same time 

clearly uncomfortable with being linked with Muslim 
extremists 

March 3 demonstration in the Uttar Pradesh (UP) capital of 
Lucknow. Yechury reminded reporters that the Left refused to 
participate in a March 1 anti-Bush rally sponsored by the 
Jamaat-e-Islami in Delhi. 


Comment - Fed Up With Its Supposed Allies 


4. (C) The political side of the Congress Party has been 
largely silent about the Left/SP/Muslim protests against the 
Bush visit and their harsh criticism of PM Manmohan Singh\'s 
pro-US foreign policy. SoniaVs editorial suggests that 
Congress is now confident enough of its job security and 
foreign policy stance to take on the critics (which 
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ironically 

opposition BJP). Congress expected the Left to mount its own 
demonstrations against the Bush visit 

the SP and the Left worked together to mobilize large Muslim 
protests. Congress and the SP are locked in a vicious 
struggle over control of UP 

patronizing attitude toward the SP and its many excesses a 
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growing irritant. Communist involvement in SP-sponsored 
Muslim demonstrations further deepened the growing 
Congress/Left rift 

on Muslim vote bank support. The Communists felt caught in a 
dilemma. Repelled by Islamic extremism 

ordinarily kept the maulvis at arm\'s length. However 

Left views the SP as a key component in a future \"third 

front\" government they hope to form 

choice but to go along with Mulayam\'s opportunistic 
demonstrations. Congress anger has been bubbling beneath the 
surface since the conclusion of President Bush\'s visit. By 
making its feelings public 

demonstrated that its patience with the SP ran out long ago 
and the same frustration is now creeping into Congress/Left 
relations. By sharpening and laying out in public its clear 
foreign policy disagreement with its ostensible Left allies 
Congress is showing its dedication to US-India ties 

matter what. This is good for us. 


5. (U) Visit New Delhi\'s Classified Website: 
(http://www. state.sgov.gov/p/sa/newdelhi/) 
MULFORD 
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our March 24 exchange 

basis. We emphasized the pressing need for a peaceful electoral 
process. On economic/trade matters 

Lesotho\'s Millennium Challenge proposal and alerted us to his 
planned April 4 meeting on the SACU/FTA (in South Africa). 
Concerning Article 98 

Minister to work with MFA on draft language) promised to follow 
up with the GOL Attorney General\'s office on the matter. End 
Summary. 


Internal Tensions Within the LCD 


2. (C) Malie recounted the circumstances culminating 
in the attack on Foreign Minister Moleleki in January. In his 
capacity as Secretary-General of the LCD 
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insisted during the January party congress on amendments to the 
body\'s constitution. Especially contentious was the Amendments 
Committee\'s decision to limit membership on the youth wing\'s 
executive committee to those under age 35. Several members were 
well over age 35 and objected strenuously to the new rule. The 
Maseru branch of the party was especially rebellious 

to Malie. Members called amendments the \"Moleleki amendments\" 
as he was chairing the group. Dissident members were raucous 

per Malie 

the roots of dissatisfaction were so intense 

members took out their anger on the FOMIN. He characterized the 
FOMIN as still shaken by the assault; his current trip to Dubai 

with his wife was a vacation intended to mollify the effects of 

the trauma. (Note: In a public statement 

called the assault a criminal matter. End Note.) Media 

allegations of a second (but failed) attack were dismissed as 
\"journalistic imagination by Malie. 


3. (C) Ambassador queried Malie about the LCD\'s efforts to 
restrain violence among these elements and to respond to 
opposition parties in an evenhanded manner with the national 
elections approaching. We stressed the importance of insuring 
free 

committed to order and had already \"disciplined\" certain party 
members. He welcomed U.S. and international community support 
and said he hoped to meet with an NDI representative in country 
to initiate pre-electoral planning. (Comment: Ambassador has 
invited NDI and IRI to consider appropriate programming in 
Lesotho as preparations for the 2007 national elections begin. 
End Comment.) The Minister acknowledged that how the country 
managed the elections was crucial to future economic and social 
development. Assuming the SADC co-chair next year adds to 
Lesotho\'s determination to achieve a positive outcome. 


SACU / Free Trade Agreement / Millennium Challenge 


4. (C) We asked Malie his views as one of Lesotho\'s most 
perceptive officials and as a firm supporter of the U.S. 

position re the SACU/FTA talks. The Minister considered the 
talks \"on hold.\" He believed time and support had been lost due 
to changes in South Africa\'s cabinet. Malie shared his opinion 
that former South African Trade Minister Erwin and his team were 
easier to deal with in the past. Malie plans to meet with South 
African officials the first week in April and express the GOL\'s 
wish to pursue the SACU/FTA. Concerning Lesotho\'s Millennium 
Challenge proposal now being drafted 

inclusion of range management as part of the proposal. We 
observed that several years ago USG had funded research and 
recommendations on this important aspect of development given 
severe soil erosion and unfettered roaming by cattle. Those 
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findings 

the past. Malie asserted that the current government wanted to 
move forward now and take steps to address the problem. 
Ambassador encouraged Malie as akey member of the 
interministerial committee on the MCA to complete a 
comprehensive proposal as soon as possible over the next few 
weeks so MCC teams could begin their reviews. 
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Article 98 


5. (SBU) With Malie as one of the officials tasked by Prime 
Minister Mosisili to handle proposed Article 98 language 
Ambassador informed the Minister that the draft was still under 
review in the Attorney General\'s office. Malie said he would 
press the AG to move forward. 


Comment 

6. (C) Malie is one of the most level-headed and pragmatic 
officials in the GOL. He is a valuable interlocutor with the 

USG and his broad experience at Doha 

of global trade meetings has earned him a good reputation. His 
assumption of the LCD leadership role is timely and ought to 
serve the country well in the electoral run-up. Malie\'s 

analysis of the FOMIN\'s situation matches that of Moleleki\'s 
sister-in-law (a well known doctor) who also told us that being 

in the political spotlight had historically resulted in 

disturbances before major elections. Secretary-General Malie\'s 
firm hand and openness to international community assistance 
should leaven potential eruptions. His voice in the regional 
trade fora may help advance USG objectives regarding SADC and 
SACU as well as serve bilateral interests in development and 
security matters. End Comment 
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TAGS: PGOV 

SUBJECT: UPBEAT CHIEF OF ARMY STAFF SEES POSSIBILITY FOR 
SUCCESS 


REF: A. KATHMANDU 652 (NOTAL) 


B. KATHMANDU 766 
C. KATHMANDU 833 
D. KATHMANDU 831 


Classified By: Ambassador James F. Moriarty 


Summary 


1. (C) In a March 28 meeting 

Pyar Jung Thapa told the Ambassador that he thought Nepal 
could successfully address the Maoist insurgency if enough 
military 

be brought to bear on the Maoists. He cited a number of 
recent military successes to buttress his views 

mentioned that the Royal Nepalese Army (RNA) could do more if 
it had more armaments and helicopters. He noted that the 
King had approved RNA participation in a U.S.-organized 
counter-insurgency seminar. Thapa indicated His Majesty\'s 
Government of Nepal (HMGN) would take steps necessary to 
prevent Maoists from infiltrating the Parties\' planned April 

8 demonstration 

for reconciliation between the Palace and the Parties. The 
Ambassador urged the RNA to continue to improve its human 
rights record. Thapa mentioned that RNA troops could 
participate in the UN Peacekeeping effort in Sudan after the 
Burundi mission ended in December 2006. End Summary. 


RNA Successfully Addressing Maoist Operations ... 


2. (C) COAS Gen. Thapa said that since his March 9 meeting 
with SCA PDAS Camp (ref A) 

confrontations\" with the Maoists. Thapa opined that he did 
not think \"the Maoists are in a very good situation.\" He 
explained that although the Maoists could still attack 

Maoists cadre were deserting and the insurgents faced 
internal political problems. \"We feel with a little bit of 

effort 

military 

to come together to defeat the Maoists. The COAS remarked 
that morale in the RNA was still quite high. Soldiers were 
angry because Maoists had harassed their families and thus 
the soldiers wanted \"to fight and win this war.\" Taking a 
shot at India 
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support from India to the Maoists 

mentioned that reports from eastern Nepal indicated the 
United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) and other insurgent 
groups had infiltrated into Nepal 

those groups as a threat. 


3. (C) General Thapa said that in Kathmandu security services 
had been successful in capturing the Maoist Special Task 
Force (STF) leaders in Bhaktapur and Kathmandu 

Lalitour STF commander had escaped. (Note: RNA spokesperson 
General Chand told the press that STF had infiltrated 
Kathmandu Valley; this story appeared in the March 29 papers. 
End Note.) Elsewhere 

least 700 Maoists in Palpa and Arghakhanchi Districts in 
western Nepal 

Maoists from approaching Kathmandu. He cited the March 21 
attack on Maoists in Dhading (ref B) as a successful military 
operation. Thapa also discussed the March 27 operation in 
Sindhupalchowk (ref C) 

some top leaders 

Maoists had used a school for their gathering 

commented that normally helicopters hover and hold their fire 
until Maoists leave a school. In Sindhupalchowk 

Maoists had fired on the helicopter 

compelled to return fire. (Note: Schools are currently not 

in session in Nepal so students and faculty were not present. 
End note.) 


... But Feeling Lack of Lethal Assistance 


4. (C) COAS Thapa noted that the lack of helicopters and 
armaments had hampered the RNA. Although the RNA was 
acquiring two MI-17 helicopters 

lamented the lack of armored vehicles 

have supplied (36 in 2005 

remarked that armored vehicles would be very effective in the 
terai and other locales with roads. 


April 6-9 Nationwide Closure; Possibility for Reconciliation 


5. (C) Thapa explained that the police and Home Ministry had 
to be careful that the Maoists did not infiltrate Kathmandu 
during the Parties\' planned April 8 demonstration. Upon 
hearing of the possibility that the Parties were calling upon 
the Maoists to withdraw the bandh 

would definitely give an opportunity for dialogue. The 
Ambassador raised the suggestion he had raised with HMGN 
officials that the King should reach out to the political 

parties while announcing HMGN wanted to negotiate a 
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cease-fire with the Maoists (ref D). Thapa responded that 
Vin today\'s world 

you say carries a lot of weight.\" 


Importance of Human Rights 


6. (C) The Ambassador encouraged the RNA to continue to 
improve its human rights record. He urged the RNA to appoint 
a general officer to head up its human rights cell. (Note: A 
colonel currently occupies the position. End note.) He 

noted that Human Rights Watch had issued a balanced report 
which had noted some progress on the RNA\'s part. Thapa 
commented that the International Committee for the Red Cross 
was happy that it now had a Memorandum of Understanding in 
place and that it had resumed its visits to RNA barracks. 

The Ambassador reminded COAS Thapa that allowing access to 
places of detention was one of the conditions required by the 
Leahy Amendment to allow for Foreign Military Financing 
assistance and urged the RNA to meet all the applicable Leahy 
criteria. 


RNA Participation in UN Peacekeeping 


7. (C) General Thapa noted that the Burundi peacekeeping 
mission was scheduled to close operations in December 
RNA might be able to send a battalion to Darfur 

said Nepal was proud of its participation in Burundi over the 
past three to four years and described that as a successful 
mission. 


APCSS Counter-Insurgency Seminar Approved 


8. (C) COAS Thapa stated that the King had sanctioned the 
counter-insurgency seminar planned for June to be organized 
by the Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies (APCSS) in 
Hawaii. COAS Thapa indicated the RNA was enthusiastic about 
the seminar 


Comment 


9. (C) We were struck by COAS Thapa\'s optimism. Although he 
indicated that the RNA could do better if it received lethal 
assistance 

Later the same day 

mostly brigadiers 

of optimism and confidence in private 

with the officers. Although they acknowledged that a 
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military solution was not in the offing 

uniformly maintained that the Army was succeeding in its task 
of creating conditions that will bring the Maoists to the 
negotiating table. While that would be a positive 
development 

the Maoist threat under control militarily 


less likely to feel compelled to reach out to the political 
parties. 
MORIARTY 
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Chief Editor Taher Odwan writes on the back page of 
independent 

(03/29): \"Unlike the Tunis and Algeria summit 
meetings 

from the Khartoum summit. This is an indication that 
the American and European pressures that appeared 
during 2003 and 2004 have stopped. The Arab regime 
despite its weakness and division 

better position than what it has been over the past 
few years 

the Khartoum summit is part and parcel of this feeling 
of reassurance. Of course 

reform pressures on Arab countries was not the result 
of the strength of the Arab regimes 

the results of the American failure in lraq 

failure that was the product of the IragisW resistance 
to the occupation and to the American project. The 
outcome of this failure ended up benefiting Iran in 

the issue of its nuclear weapons 

strengthening its influence in Iraq. In return 

writers and analysts concluded that the Arab regimes 
were the biggest losers from the ongoing conflict in 
Iraq. The reality of the situation 

that these regimes have acquired a precious trophy 
namely the end of international pressures on them for 
reform and democracy.. Today 

European pressures and calls for reform ease 
countries have now come face to face with the need to 
fulfill those pledges they made to themselves in terms 
of \'reform from within\'. Otherwise 

come 

foreign intervention. This is because when an ill 
person does not find a remedy for his illness in his 
own homeland 

countries.\" 


Editorial Commentary on Democracy Promotion 


Column 3 
-- "About the American call for "reform" 


Columnist Lamis Andoni writes on the op-ed page of 
independent 

\"Recent speeches by the U.S. President were void of 
reference to WashingtonYs commitment to “spread 
democracy in the Arab worldW. It is as if the United 
States has gone back to its old policy of providing 
security and stability rather than entrenching 
democratic regimes in the region. The absence of the 
call to democracy in the Arab world in President 
Bush\'s speeches is not surprising in view of the 
American reaction to the victory of Hamas and that of 
the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt. The American press 
started to warn of giving fundamentalists access to 
power and rule if Washington continues to ‘push 
towards free elections in Arab and Muslim countries\’. 
True 

American political speech 

result of the basic nature of the American program to 
spread democracy. Going back to the intellectual 
thinking that prevailed after 9/11 

expanding the prevalence of democracy in the region 
had aimed to diminish the expansion of political Islam 
movements 

representative institutions in the Arab world. There 

is a difference between the two. While entrenching 
democratic freedoms leads to the rise of secular 
trends by strengthening political pluralism 

policy that Washington and its adopted yielded quite 
the opposite. It practically encouraged the 

oppression of and extraordinary laws against Islamic 
movements. Washington used two tools in its democracy 
campaign. The first was financing governments and non- 
governmental organizations to expand the role of 
women 

forums. The second was pressuring governments to 
represent war on terrorism policies through arbitrary 
measures and extraordinary rules that in effect 
represented a violation of human rights and even the 
constitutions of concerned countries. As for the 
financing 

training projects 

political civil society that is not involved in 

national and Islamic issues 

and even local issues that demand genuine struggle and 
conflict with reality 

and the effective demand for genuine political 

reform.. The second tool that the United States used 
and continues to use is originally undemocratic. When 
Washington talks about supporting democracy in the 


Column 3 

Arab world 

forces that think like it and support its policies in 

the region 

9/11 attacks that its allied regimes have failed to 
uproot terrorism from their societies.. The outcome 
was completely and by all measures the opposite. Anti- 
America movements became more popular 
expanded its operations 

the U.S. policy in the region increased. Will 
Washington reconsider its calculations and will it 
backtrack from its projects? Will it settle for 
supporting the regimes or will it try to attract the 
Islamic movement? What is confirmed is that 
Washington does not always learn from its mistakes. 
It does not study the failure of its policies in the 
region 

Revision 

Palestine 


Editorial Commentary on Iraq 
-- ("Resistance is the core issue\" 


Daily columnist Nahed Hattar writes on the back-page 
of independent 

Yawm (03/29): V'The famous American journalist Thomas 
Friedman suggests to the United States to deal a 
devastating blow to Iran. How? By withdrawing 
immediately and fully from Iraq. The Iraqis - the 

free and the fighters - will then have one enemy 

Iran 

or Iran will drown 

Iraqi quagmire. Under pressure of this crisis 
Americans show wisdom and present sound strategic 
proposals 

to parrot the silly statement of \'victory against 
terrorismV in Iraq. Is this a phenomenon of the 

divide between the American intellectual and political 
movement on one hand and the stationary American 
presidency on the other? Or is this stationary 

position a political cover for dealing with 

alternative ideas and opinions? Anyhow 

down to the idea of withdrawal from Iraq 

or gradual.. There are no amazing secrets to the 
developments of the Iraqi issue. The scene is very 
clear. The American project failed in Iraq and now it 
must be shut down. The American policy in the field 
in the inflicted country is centered around exit 
arrangements. The American forces are withdrawing 
from the streets 

focusing on avoiding losses 
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general not towards \'victory\' but towards confinement. 
The American project is not a colonialist occupation 
and although removing the Iraqi threat to Israel was 
one of the secondary objectives of the American 
aggression on Iraq 

Saddam \'Berlin wall and establish a stable comprador 
Iraqi state that allows heavy American investment in 
Iraqi oil. This plan fell through completely. And 

since the investment of Iraqi oil will not be possible 
before 10 or 15 years 

if it leaves the quagmire now. On the contrary 

will cutting back its losses.\" 

HALE 
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which was the official excuse whenever Russia\'s Boris Yeltsin was 
incapacitated. This \"disappearance\" coincides with Lukashenko 
facing unprecedented criticism at home and abroad for blatantly 
undemocratic elections. It remains to be seen if and when 
Lukashenko fully returns to the scene 

most observers who feel he is suffering from stress 

avoiding further international opprobium. End summary. 


Inauguration Postponed 


2. On March 28 the Central Election Commission announced that 
Lukashenko\'s inauguration 

postponed to sometime in the first half of April. CEC deputy 
Nikolay Lozovik told the press he did not know when the 
inauguration would now be held 

Administration would announce the date later. Lukashenko\'s last 
public appearance was on March 20 

on live TV on the previous day\'s elections (reftel). Russian and 
independent Belarusian press commented that President Aleksandr 
Lukashenko was not seen in public for the next eight days. He only 
reappeared for a very brief television appearance on March 28 
where he looked ill and was not his usual demagogic self. 


3. When subsequently asked by journalists why the inauguration was 
being postponed 

no date had ever really been set. He claimed the March 31 date was 
just a proposal. However 

Poloff they received an invitation on March 24 to the March 31 
inauguration. The Bulgarian and Turkish Ambassadors informed their 
EU counterparts they too had received invitations for March 31 

told the MFA they would not attend. The U.S. and EU embassies did 
not receive invitations. 


Column 3 
TV Fixture Lukashenko Off the Air for 8 Days 


4. Mundane coverage of Lukashenko\'s daily activities normally 
dominates the first 30 minutes of the daily state television news. 
However 

On March 28 

than 30 seconds long 

handful of staff on the need for debureaucratization. Lukashenko 
was clearly not as energized as usual 

his normal office 

period state media has been busily trying to defend Lukashenko\'s 
election \"victory\" against all external and domestic challengers 
without Lukashenko\'s presence or participation. PolAsst noted that 
it has been several years since Lukashenko disappeared from public 
sight for such a long period. 


5. Lukashenko\'s web site has not updated its chronicle of his daily 
activities since March 23. Even the days before that showed scant 
activity 

having just two meetings in a week. For March 28 the site shows 
only that Lukashenko is participating in a Conference on 
Perfecting the Structures of Organs of State Management. The news 
that day showed his speaking briefly to six senior staff 

doubt on what sort of conference this was. On March 29 
responding to speculation in the Russian press 

Administration\'s press office announced that Lukashenko would be 
holding a series of working meetings. V" 


“Working with Documents 


6. Russian radio station Ekho Moskvy reported on March 28 that it 
asked Lukashenko\'s press spokesman 

Lukashenko\'s absence. Legkiy replied 

talking about the head of state is working 

less public appearances on television 

worry about. The president is healthy 

are completely groundless and to some degree even a little absurd.\" 
Ekho Moskvy further reported that Lukashenko has not issued any 
statements in response to the congratulations he received for 
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winning the election. Independent Belarusian news service 
Belorusskie Novosti reported on March 28 that when it queried the 
Presidential Administration on Lukashenko\'s status 

that 

Belorusskie Novosti pointed out that whenever Boris Yeltsin was 
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incapacitated 
documents.\" 


Comment 


7. Lukashenko\'s prolonged absence and the postponement of the 
presidential inauguration 

about Lukashenko\'s health. Lukashenko\'s brief reappearance on 
March 28 did not present a man celebrating winning his third 
presidential term with 83% of the vote. Instead he clearly looked 
sick. During the election period a number of people commented to 
us that Lukashenko looked to be under a great deal of stress and 
worried. The press has reported that no one knows why Lukashenko 
dropped from view 

such a low profile now 

day protest in MinskYs main square and when much of the 
international community is castigating Lukashenko and Belarus for 
the recent blatantly undemocratic elections. This absence raises 
the possibility that Lukashenko 

at the best of times 

until interest in Belarus dies down to avoid more criticism or even 
demonstrations. Milinkevich publicly called Lukashenko\'s absence a 
clear sign he is seriously ill." Some sources claim Lukashenko is 
scheduled to travel to Moscow either April 1 and 2 to celebrate the 
tenth anniversary of the Union State treaty 

Administration press office has refused to confirm any presidential 
travel. It remains to be seen if he makes this trip. 


KROL 
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per year to over 30 

illicit crops to acting as stewards of the local 
environment. 


4. Accion Social also continues the anti-poverty measures 
included in Plan Colombia through programs such as Families 
in Action 

supplements to families with children under age 18. The GOC 
spent USD 142 million on the program in 2005. With recent 
expansions in coverage and new programs for displaced 
families 

in 700 municipalities by the end of 2006. More than USD 400 
million has also been made available for infrastructure 
projects 

electrification 

community development projects. 


Column 3 
ASSISTANCE TO VICTIMS OF CONFLICT 


5. Accion Social manages the programs for victims of 
violence previously run by the Network of Social Solidarity. 
Colombians who have lost property or loved ones to terrorist 
acts can receive reimbursement 

reimbursement of up to 40 times the minimum monthly salary 
if a family member is killed as a result of terrorism. When 
the Uribe administration took office 

worth of claims had not been paid to eligible families. 

Most claims have now been paid 

the remainder to be paid by the end of the President\'s first 
term. 


6. Accion Socials National System for Integrated Attention 
to the Displaced Population (SNAIPD) has helped to account 
for 

formal registration 

of standard welfare programs. Today 

half of the displaced population has registered for health 
benefits through the social security system. Through the 
coordination of Accion Social 

as Families in Action have now expanded to address displaced 
persons. Construction projects in 125 municipalities that 
had been attacked by illegal armed groups have been 
completed 

Choco. As a result 

persons peaked in 2002 

Uribe administration to only one third of the peak level in 
2005. Although the GOC reports 82 

have returned to their homes through formal resettlement 
programs 

USAID study showed that nearly 90 percent of the remaining 
displaced do not have even one of their most basic human 
needs met 


7. The third component of Accion Social is the Colombian 
Agency for International Cooperation (ACCI). To better 
align aid to domestic development priorities 

developed a Strategy for International Cooperation which 
they presented at a conference with aid donors in Cartagena 
in February of 2005. The agency developed a unique multi- 
media tool on its web site 

Cooperation 

ongoing projects by type for every department and 
municipality in the country. USAID reports that they now 
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hold monthly consultations with Accion Social in five key 
development areas 

communication with the GOC. As a result 

maintained its high level of multilateral and bilateral 
development assistance in the USD 300 million range for the 
past 3 years 


8. In 2004 

Action Coordination Center (CCAI) to help guarantee State 
presence 

recovered strategic zones covering 51 of Colombia\'s poorest 
municipalities. Composed of 12 GOC agencies and ministries 
CCAI has organized nearly 90 joint visits to the 

municipalities 

registration to simple surgical procedures to over 200 
residents. In many of the communities 

local leaders has resulted in infrastructure and alternative 
development programs. According to Juan Pablo Franco 
Assistant Coordinator for CCAI 

lead role in coordinating the efforts of the participant 
agencies. The initiative encourages ministries to spend 

more of their budgets in these neglected zones 

have already committed USD 45.1 million for 2006. 


9. Luis Alfonso Hoyos 

Accion Social 

in marginal circumstances and/or victims of violence have 
now benefited from over USD 1 billion in social spending 
under Plan Colombia. Since 2002 

displaced persons has fallen more than 60 percent; 
matriculation in primary and secondary schools has risen 12 
percent; the percentage of the population availing 
themselves of subsidized health services has risen from 25 
percent to 35 percent; and the percentage of Colombians 
living in poverty has fallen from 58 percent to 53 percent. 


10. COMMENT. Much attention is paid to the Uribe 
Administration\'s increase in defense spending under Plan 
Colombia. Less apparent has been the Administration\'s 
commitment to increase funding for social programs to 
complement the strategy of Democratic Security. As shown 
above 

development at the national level has shown marked 
improvement. Centralizing program management into a single 
organization 

management and coordination. Moreover 

such as CCAI 
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take the lead with the ministries in getting aid to those 
strategic areas which need it most. END COMMENT. 
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draft Declaration. If Venezuelan opposition continues 

U.S. would defer to Borda\'s leadership. He said the U.S. is 
not prepared to compromise and will not allow this to become 
a public dispute between the U.S. and Venezuela. He also 
praised Brazil and Mexico for their role in promoting the 
declaration. Borda agreed that he didn\'t want a 
confrontation 

prevail. He explained that the vast majority of delegates 
were in agreement with the Declaration\'s text. Crumpton also 
expected consensus 

less desirable option was for Venezuela to obtain footnotes 
inthe document. Maisto said any document \"less than 
optimal\" wouldn\'t serve anyone\'s interests and it was 
important that We are not put at the mercy of Venezuela." 


4. (C) Vice Minister Sanin praised bilateral cooperation in 

the fight against narcotics and terrorism 

increased aerial and maritime assistance. He expressed his 
frustration with Section 484 of the Foreign Assistance Act 
(FAA) that regulates nationalization of U.S. aerial 

components 

regulations were limiting the Colombian military\'s (COLMIL) 
ability to fight terrorism due to legal constraints on the 

aircraft\'s operational use. Removing these limits would 

allow COLMIL to expand its ability to pursue high value 

targets. Sanin said he had met with SECDEF Rumsfeld on this 
issue earlier this year 

conduct a legal review on the topic. On eradication 

said manual eradication had better results than aerial 

methods because coca needs to be sprayed four times to ensure 
complete eradication. The GOC does not have the ability to 

do this 

improve his understanding of the realities of eradication.) 


5. (C) Sanin highlighted progress against kidnapping and 
attributed the decline to President Uribe\'s Democratic 
Security policy and U.S. assistance. He explained that 
kidnappings in Colombia had once numbered over 2 
single year 

Antiterrorism Assistance Program (ATA) 

Anti-kidnapping Training School and the Kidnap Case 
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Management System (CIES) database 

requested increased U.S. technical assistance for the final 
implementation stage of the CIES. 


6. (C) Crumpton shared his view that as COLMIL continues 
operational successes against the FARC 

likely change their tactics to include more individual 
kidnappings 

progress fighting crime 

that other countries could learn a great deal from Colombian 
achievements in combating both kidnapping and illicit crop 
cultivation. 


7. (S) Sanin shared his view that the FARC had a strong 
interest in keeping its three American hostages alive 

calling the hostages \"booty of war.\" He highlighted U.S. and 
Colombian cooperation in searching for the hostages 
explaining that COLMIL always prioritizes the lives of the 
hostages when planning and carrying out operations. \"We 
always evaluate risks of how any actions may impact their 
safety.\" Sanin stated that the FARC holds approximately 50 
\"political\" hostages 

Crumpton said the U.S. wanted a return of all hostages and 
stressed the need for effective operational responses to 
intelligence information in achieving this. He referred to 

this nexus as \"sensor and shooter 

doable.\" Crumpton lamented that COLMIL had often missed 
\"hitting FARC leadership by just hours 

hostages and FARC leaders are often co-located. 


8. (C) Crumpton asked whether the Andean region was prepared 
to battle the FARC 

and intelligence capabilities 

Sanin replied 

the importance of developing lasting cooperation with 
Colombia\'s neighbors by strengthening \"democratic 
institutions similar to our own.\" He said the GOC enjoyed 

good cooperation with foreign authorities on its borders and 
asserted that the GOC was seeking increased cooperation from 
local authorities deeper in foreign territories. Reyes added 

that internal politics of neighboring countries were 

paramount to expanding cooperation. He pointed out that 
political trends could have positive or negative results 


Column 3 

stating that recent events in Ecuador had actually 
strengthened the GOE as various trade associations came out 
in support of President Palacios. Sanin explained that in 

spite of \"good relations\" between the GOC and its neighbors 
\"In some situations 

insurgents through complacency. They ignore the FARC with 
the hope that the problem will just go away.\" Sanin added 
\"This is a subregional fight 


9. (C) The Prosecutor General\'s International Affairs 

Director Cabal explained that the Prosecutor General had 
recently indicted some 35 people on aggravated kidnapping and 
homicide charges 

three U.S. hostages and murder of their companions. Only one 
of those indicted had been detained 

explained that among the 35 indictees were FARC leaders 
\"intellectual authors\" who \"gave the kidnap and execution 
order.\" They include Pedro Antonio Marin aka Tirofijo 

Briceno Suarez aka Mono Jojoy 

Raul Reyes 

Mata aka Efrain Guzman 

Marquez 

Fidel Cassallas. 


10. (C) Cabal explained that the GOC \"unconditionally\" 

supports the trial in the U.S. against Simon Trinidad 

requested that the U.S. allow Colombian prosecutors access to 
him to corroborate information on the American hostage case. 

11. (U) Ambassadors Crumpton and Maisto cleared this message. 
WOOD 
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and Unidad Nacional\'s Lourdes Flores 

latter by working quietly through Church networks. END 
SUMMARY. 


2. (U) Humberto Lay Sun is a Christian evangelical pastor 
former Truth and Reconciliation Commission Member 
presidential candidate for the National Restoration (RN) 
party. 


3. (U) Lay said that his campaign had been moribund 
plagued by abysmal poll numbers and splits among the 
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Evangelicals 

meeting atthe Campo de Marte in Lima attended by 50 
the faithful. This gathering boosted the enthusiasm of RN 
officials and potential voters 

candidacy was viable. Since then 

divisions with other evangelicals 

and former presidential candidate Peter Horner (Refs A-C). 
Lay maintains that his campaign is now taking off. 


4. (U) The latest Apoyo poll (Ref A) shows that support for 
Lay\'s candidacy has doubled to two percent 

congressional slate is at three percent and stands a good 
chance of making the four percent threshold for placing 
candidates in Congress. Lay said that polling experts from 
the Datum consultancy and the Catholic University have told 
him that his real support 

the pollsters who favor the major candidates 

5-10 percent. Lay cited a poll done by the evangelicals that 
found that over 80 percent of the evangelicals in Lima 
intended to vote for him. This would translate into 9.6 
percent of the Lima vote and likely just over 5 percent 
nationwide. Lay conceded that this last survey was 
unscientific 

vote would have significant impact. 


5. (C) Lay stated that he had recently received calls from 

both Unidad Nacional congressional candidate Guido Lombardi 
and Alan Garrido 

candidate Alan Garcia. Lombardi reportedly asked Lay to quit 
the race and 

said 

return for the evangelicals\' support. Lay thought that he is 
being courted because his base of support is among Peru\'s 
poorest social sectors 

base of Ollanta Humala. He added that RN\'s message resembles 
Humalavs in that it promises radical change 

non-violent variety. 


6. (U) Lay described a long list of regional meetings that 

he has held across Peru 

area (Abancay in Apurimac) that were attended by crowds that 
ranged from 1 

2 

out-drawn fourth place Centrist Front candidate (and former 
Interim President) Valentin Paniagua in rural meetings when 
both have been scheduled close to one another. Financing 
complained 
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Consequently 

depend on church networks to get the word out about Lay\'s 
candidacy. Even so 

spreading 

suburbs around Lima 

through church networks. Lay said he will hold another large 
gathering on Thursday 

in central Lima. He predicted that he will once again draw 
50 

NOTE.) 


7. (C) Lay stated that he still hopes to qualify for the 
second-round as the come-from-behind candidate 

that anything can happen in the remaining two weeks of the 
campaign. Nonetheless 

likely. When questioned about whom he would support if 
Humala and Flores faced each other in a run-off 
unhesitatingly that he would back Flores as 

two evils.\" He added that he would not/not endorse her 
publicly 

communicate their position through church networks. For the 
evangelicals 

favors coca cultivation 

positions they find abhorrent. Lay also stated that he hopes 
RN could win a sufficiently large legislative bloc to hold 

the balance of power in the next Congress. 


8. (C) While Lay and his National Restoration party are 
unlikely to poll more than single digits in either the 
presidential or legislative races 

important say over who wins the presidency as well as exert 
an influence beyond the size of their numbers in the next 
Congress. The organizational capacity of the evangelicals 
and their roots among both the poor and rural folk could well 
prove crucial to asecond-round candidate who faces off 
against Ollanta Humala. Peru\'s Evangelicals have made 
themselves felt before 

in 1990 

2006. END COMMENT. 

STRUBLE 
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member states were more interested in either concentrating on 
their own bilateral programs in Iraq or in maintaining a 

limited EU footprint on the ground. 
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MEASURED EXPANSION OF EUJUST LEX? 


3. (C) EUJUST LEX Deputy Head of Mission Ignacio Ulloa Rubio 
(PROTECT) was more optimistic than Serrano. He said five 
options for the follow-on mission are now on the table: (1) 
extend the mission unchanged; (2) enlarge the mission\'s 
Baghdad liaison office from 5 people to 10 people; (3) 
continue to bring Iraqis to EU member states for training 
outside of Iraq 

in Irag; (4) in addition to current training outside Iraq 

begin training on the ground (for example 

Institute of Baghdad); and (5) give EUJUST LEX a role in 
coordinating training activities of EU member states. Ulloa 
Rubio said option (5) would almost certainly not gain the 
approval of EU member states 

freedom of action in Iraq. Option (1) was a possibility 

(2) and (3) -- a measured expansion of the mission -- would 
likely be approved. According to Ulloa Rubio 

option (4) 

but possible. 


4. (C) In a separate meeting 

Permanent Representation in Brussels said a Memorandum of 
Understanding was currently being negotiated between the UK 
and the European Commission (EC) regarding the EC Mission in 
Baghdad 

predicted the EC Mission could open by May. Our UK contacts 
also told us that the UK was pushing the Austrian EU 
presidency to put out a strong EU Foreign Ministers\' 
declaration 

national unity government in Iraq is formed. This 

declaration would express strong EU support for the Iraqi 
government and outline some specific steps the EU would take 
to assist Iraq 


5. (U) This message was not cleared by Ambassador Yellin 
before his departure. 


GRAY 
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and V provocations of a larger nature are probable.\" 
Belgrade 

open hand on how to manage the news 

fact that only four of 21 Serbian media outlets 
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available in Montenegro signed the media code of 
conduct. (Note: As of March 27 

have signed 

Serbia. End note.) The questionable details 
surrounding the recent allegation of DPS \"vote-buying 
and the sensational and provocative way it played in 
the Belgrade press 

mischief that could be expected in the months ahead. 


3. (C) Lajcak said that he and EU representatives have 
continued to insist to pro-Independence leaders that 
the 55 percent supermajority is inviolate and that 

there is no \"grey zone\" (a pro-independence majority 
below 55 percent). While some EU members 

Slovenia and Hungary 

recognize Montenegrin independence as long as a 
majority approves the referendum 

ensure that all of its members remain faithful to the 
EU-brokered arrangement. Lajcak aknowledged the need 
for the international community to be prepared to fend 
off efforts by Prime Minister Djukanovic to exploit 
divisions in the IC in the case of a grey zone result. 


4. (SBU) Lajcak said that Prime Minister Kostunica is 
coordinating closely with the pro-Union opposition on 
ways to affect the May outcome. He officially unveiled 

his campaign to counter the pro-Independence movement 
this week and 

potential victory in Montenegro as a way to improve his 
position in Serbia. Kostunica and the Montenegrin 
opposition view a pro-Union result as the first step in 
bringing down Djukanovic in parliamentary elections 
scheduled for October 2006. 


5. (SBU) Lajcak confirmed his lack of success in 
getting Podgorica and Belgrade to begin a dialogue 
about their post-referendum relationship 

the outcome. Kostunica has rejected all dialogue with 
Djukanovic on any issue until after May 21 

that Djukanovic would use the discussions between the 
two republics to his advantage. In either scenario 
Lajcak sees it unlikely that there would be any 
productive engagement immediately following the vote. 
This is further complicated by the fact that the 
opposition does not support Belgrade\'s goal of creating 
a more centralized state dominated by Serbia. If 
Djukanovic falls short 

will focus on the fall parliamentary elections and 
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leave possible changes in the State Union for the 
future. 


Sign of Things to Come: Voter Fraud and Secret Services 


6. (U) On March 23 and 24 

those which the GOS heavily influences 

an alleged video of members of the ruling Democratic 
Party of Socialists (DPS) trying to bribe a citizen in 
Montenegro into casting a pro-independence vote. The 
two DPS activists claim that Vasilje Mijovic 

Union activist who played a role in disseminating the 
video 
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had fired Mijovic 10 days earlier for forging his 

college diploma. Mijovic also was one of the founders 
of the Red Berets 

that was responsible for human rights abuses and large 
scale organized crime activities during the nineties. 

He is rumored to be tied to Serbian secret services. 


Comment 


7. (SBU) With only two months left before the 
Montenegrin referendum the rules are set and both sides 
are gearing up for the tough race to the finish. 
Tensions are high and neither Belgrade nor Podgorica 
will hesitate to exploit opportunities -- including 
irresponsible press play -- to produce a favorable 
outcome in one direction or the other. As the 
referendum approaches 

on the ground in Montenegro to urge fair play 
continue working closely with the EU to encourage all 
parties to act responsibly and follow the guidelines 
outlined in the new referendum law. 

POLT 
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3. (SBU) Mr. Bass acknowledged the handling agent issue and 
stated that GCAA will be working with GIA and the government so 
that it will not be an obstacle to attracting airlines to Banjul. 

His stated opinion was that the new management team at GIA 
including the new Managing Director Lamin Sanyang 

company easier to work with than in the past. He further stated 
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that the government has established an Air Access Task Force 
chaired by Bass 

to increasing airport traffic. The World Air and NAA executives 
favorably noted this development and expressed their pleasure 
with the level of support they have received from the government 
thus far. 


TSA\'S PRELIMINARY SECURITY ASSESSMENT 
SIPDIS 


4. (SBU) Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Attache 
John Halinski visited Banjul on March 24 to conduct a preliminary 
security assessment in advance of the full security review 
scheduled for May. He reported to econoff that the preliminary 
assessment did not uncover any major security problems at the 
airport that would prevent NAA from receiving approval to fly 
from Banjul to Baltimore. 


5. (SBU) Bass traveled to Canada and Washington DC last week for 
GCAA 

representatives while in Washington. In an email exchange on 23 
March 

felt close to resolving the issues with GIA. 


NEW GCAA DIRECTOR GENERAL APPOINTED 


6. (SBU) According to the GCAA Deputy DG 

Commerce 

24. Paul Bass 

will return to his former position as Director of Flight Safety 
Standards. 


SAA BANJUL-U.S. SERVICE - A DISTANT PROSPECT 


7. (SBU) In February 

page advertisement in local newspapers announcing that direct 
flights from Banjul to JFK were V'coming soon\". When asked about 
the ads 

relations office was getting ahead of itself. He said that the 

airline has not yet applied for a license to operate out of 

Banjul and there are no firm plans for SAA to begin flights. At 

that point 

reflection of increased competition they may be facing for their 
transatlantic flights out of Dakar. 


8. (SBU) COMMENT: The potential NAA deal is a major opportunity 
for The Gambia. There have been no direct flights from The 
Gambia to the United States since 2004 

development back in all areas of trade and tourism. It remains 

to be seen how potential conflicts with GIAYs de facto ground 


Column 3 

handling monopoly will be resolved. GIA suspended flights in 
2005 and at this point the handling operation and ticketing are 
its only sources of revenue. There have been a number of 
airlines considering transatlantic flights out of Banjul over the 
past year 


9. (SBU) COMMENT CONTINUED: It is too early to know what changes 
the new DG may implement at GCAA 

shift in policy 

service between Banjul and the U.S. to continue. It is possible 

however 

was with regard to ending GIA\'s monopoly on handling services at 
Banjul airport. END COMMENT. 
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Matherani. The notices sought information on whether any of 
the individuals had knowledge of the contracts bearing 

numbers M/9/54 (Natwar Singh) and M/10/57 (Congress Party). 
The committee has also issued legal notices to Jamil Zaidi 
former Rajasthan youth Congress president 

Union Minister Shiv Shankar and Minority Affairs Minister 

A.R. Antulay requesting information. 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 


3. Following establishment of the Pathak inquiry 

Enforcement Directorate (ED) began a parallel criminal 
investigation of Natwar Singh 

ED has reportedly obtained documents from Jordan and Iraq in 
connection with the suspected involvement of Indian Members 
of Parliament in the scam. The ED is trying to ascertain 
whether any violation had been committed under the Foreign 
Currency Exchange rules. The ED is also questioning Aditya 
Khanna 


4. The ED reportedly interrogated Natwar Singh on February 
17 and 18 this year but he refused to answer the ED\'s 
specific queries related to his Iraq trip when the deal was 
allegedly struck. The former Minister reportedly claimed 
partial amnesia owing to old age and told the investigators 
that he remembered nothing about the trip. The ED has also 
reportedly sent Letters Rogatory (LRs) to courts in Jordan 
and London to request the banks concerned to part with 
documents related to the transactions of Aditya Khanna and 
Andaleeb Sehgal. ED and Income Tax authorities have 
questioned Andaleeb Sehgal and other associates of Jagat 
Singh. On March 25 

the Foreign Inward Remittances Certificate (FIRC) related to 
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suspect banking transactions. Jagat Singh and Andaleeb 
Singh\'s father Suman have handed over their passports to the 
Enforcement Directorate as of February 16 as part ofthe 
ongoing investigation and questioning. 


5. Visit New Delhi\'s Classified Website: 
(http://www. state.sgov.gov/p/sa/newdelhi/) 
MULFORD 
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also catering to the growing number of gay tourists. 
Atlantis 

Buenos Aires and ticket costs for the cruise liner range 
from USD 2 


8. (U) Argentina\'s hotel sector is expected to attract 
investment totaling more than USD 1.4 billion in 2006 
percent increase over the USD 456 million invested in 2005. 
There are building projects for more than 200 new hotels 
underway 

the 1991-2001 period. For example 

confirmed hotel investments totaling ARP 170 million (USD 
58.9 million) until 2007 while Neuquen province has 
prospective hotel investment totaling ARP 46 million (USD 
15.9 million) for 2006. 


9. (U) The rapid growth of hotels is attracting 

international hotel chains to come to Argentina. The 
Spanish corporation Husa gave its brand to the traditional 
Gran Hotel Buenos Aires earlier this year. One condition 
imposed by the Spanish chain on the current owners is that 
all rooms 40 years or older must be remodeled. The total 
investment for this remodeling is estimated at ARP 3.4 
million (USD 1.2 million). Husa\'s entrance into the 
Argentine market is the company\'s first experience in South 
America. Officials from the Husa Corporation have stated 
that their intention is to add more hotels in Argentina 

Brazil 

has opened two five-star hotels in Buenos Aires in recent 
years. The Hilton international hotel chain will invest USD 
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15 million in building a five-star hotel in the Iguazu 
National Park 
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government of Misiones Province. Misiones Province Governor 
Carlos Rovira is reported to have said that including this 

and other initiatives 

hotel investment in the Iguazu Falls area alone. The Hilton 
hotel chain also has plans to give its name to a new five- 

star hotel in Ushuaia in Tierra del Fuego Province. The 
Sheraton hotel chain also gave its name to two brand-new 
five-star hotels in Salta and Cafayate in the wine country 

of Salta Province. 


10. (U) Law 25 

outline a national tourism plan for the country. The law 
applies a five percent tax on international flights 

directs the appropriated funds into an account that is to be 
used solely for the development of Argentina\'s tourism 
sector. The original law 

established a national tourism fund that applied only a one 
percent tax on international flights. Law 23 

in July of 1987 

international flights from one to five percent. The 

national tax fund was insolvent until 2002 

decided to direct the flow of funds back to the fund. 


11. (U) The GOA invested ARP 1.6 billion (USD 554 million) 
in the tourism sector in 2005. Of this amount 

million (USD 159 million) 

to enhance the infrastructure in underdeveloped tourist 
areas. The GOA\'s plan is designed to increase cooperation 
between the public and private sectors. The plan is to be 
completed by 2016 

the first began in 2004. The GOA is expecting the second 
stage to be completed in 2007 

stages to be completed in 2010 and 2016. The GOA 
conservatively predicts that the revenue earned from the 
tourism sector will double to USD 4.727 billion by 2016 (see 
Table 2). We believe this number understates Argentina\'s 
potential. 


Table 2 
Government Expectations for Tourism Sector 


Year Total Revenue Earned Revenue 
Per 
Foreign from Tourism Tourist 
Tourists Sector (USD Billion) (USD 
Million) 
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Source: Secretary of Tourism 
http://www.turismo.gov.ar/esp/menu.htm 


12. (U) The GOA has not published extensive tourism data 
for 2005 although comprehensive tourist information is 
available for 2004. Argentina received a record 3.3 million 
foreign tourists in 2004 

million. Total tourist arrivals to Argentina increased 11.9 
percent in 2004. The majority of tourists arrived from 
neighboring Chile 

number of tourists was driven by an increase in visitors 
from Chile 

9). 


Table 3 
Number of Foreign Tourists-By Country of Origin 
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Country 2003 2004 Percent Change 
04/03 

Bolivia 590 

Brazil 350 

Chile 767 

Paraguay 429 

Uruguay 363 


North America 224 
Rest of S.A. 229 


Europe 455 
Rest of The world 114 
Total 2 


Source: Secretary of Tourism 
http://www.turismo.gov.ar/esp/menu.htm 


13. (U) Tourism revenue of USD 2.491 billion in 2004 
surpassing the grains sector (USD 2.704 billion) and oil 
exports (USD 2.200 billion) and has more than doubled that 
of meat exports (USD 1 
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generated the largest percent of foreign revenue (29 percent 
in 2004) 

(13 percent) 

had the longest average stay with 19 days 

spend the least 

Paraguayans have shorter average stays 

the most 

South American visitors come to take advantage of 
Argentina\'s low exchange rate (see Table 4). 


Table 4 
Revenue from Foreign Tourists-By Country of Origin 
(USD Millions) 


Country 2003 2004 Percent 
Increase 

04/03 
Bolivia 26 34 30.8 
Brazil 195 226 15.9 
Chile 346 425 22.8 
Paraguay 173 225 30 
Uruguay 117 154 31.6 
Rest of S.A 195 231 18.5 
Europe 529 723 36.7 
United States 247 315 27.5 
Rest of World 114 158 38.6 
Total 1 


Source: Secretary of Tourism- 
http://www.turismo.gov.ar/esp/menu.htm 


14. (U) Buenos Aires was the primary tourist destination 
for U.S tourists in 2004. Some 87 percent of U.S. tourists 
visited Buenos Aires where they stayed an average of 8.5 
days in 2004. Approximately 75 percent of businesses that 
operate in the tourism sector are concentrated in the city 
of Buenos Aires and Buenos Aires Province. The second-most 
popular location was Patagonia 

the U.S. tourist population with an average stay in of five 
nights. Iguazu falls attracted 7.1 percent of U.S tourists 
with an average stay of two nights. The Atlantic coast 

del Plata in particular 

stay of five nights. Cordoba received 4.8 percent but had 
the longest average stay of 11 nights. Mendoza 

largest wine producer 

of eight nights (see Table 5). 
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Table 5 

Percentage of U.S. Tourists that Visited Tourist Locations 
and 

Average Nights Stayed 2004 


Area Percent of 
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Tourists Number of 
Nights 

Buenos Aires 87.1 9-10 
Patagonia 14.9 5 
Cataratas de lguazu 7.1 2 
Atlantic Coast 4.9 5 
Cordoba 4.8 11 
Mendoza 4.1 8 


Source: Secretary of Tourism: National Tourist Development 
Agency 


15. (U) The collapse of the convertibility regime and move 
to a market-based exchange rate regime in 2002 made 
international travel to Argentina relatively inexpensive 
leading to the rapid growth of international tourism. 
Argentina is now considered a dame dos!" country in that 
tourists from neighboring countries now buy two items 
instead of one because the prices are so attractive in their 
own currencies. The rise in tourism has spurred investment 
and created employment in all parts of the country which 
helps explain the GOAYs commitment of resources and revenue 
to the tourism sector. Tourism revenue could easily exceed 
the GOA\'s 2016 estimate of USD 5 billion 
industry analysts. 


16. (U) To see more Buenos Aires reporting visit our 
classified website at: 
hhtp://ww.state.sgov.gov/p/wha/buenosaires 
Gutierrez 
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Bang.\" HaVaretz bannered: \"Kadima Leads 

Shock 

Achievement For Pensioners\" and The Jerusalem Post: 
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\"Exit Polls Show Olmert Can Form \'Pullout\' Government." 
The media speculated on whether parties such as Shas 
which says that it does not accept Kadima\'s 
\"consolidation\" (or \"convergence\") plan 

to join the coalition. 


This morning 

web sites reported that 99.67 percent of the votes have 
been counted 

Knesset seats): Kadima: 28; Labor: 20; Shas: 13; 
Yisrael Beiteinu: 12; Likud: 11; National Union- 
National Religious Party 9: Pensioners\' Party: 7; 
United Torah Judaism: 6; Meretz: 4; Arab parties: 10 
(Balad -- National Democratic Assembly: 3 ; Hadash: 3; 
and United Arab List: 4). The turnout was an all-time 
low for Knesset elections -- 63.2 percent. 


Leading media reported that early this morning 

PM Ehud Olmert appealed to PA Chairman [President] 
Mahmoud Abbas to enter into negotiations over the 
permanent borders of Israel 

would act alone if peace efforts remained stalled. 
Olmert was quoted as saying: \"We are ready to 
compromise 

Israel 

there 

enable you to fulfill your dream and live alongside us. 
If the Palestinians are wise enough to act 

near future we will sit together at the negotiating 

table to create a new reality. If they do not 

will take its destiny in hand. The time has come to 
act" Israel Radio quoted Abbas as saying that he is 
prepared to enter negotiations with Israel under the 
Roadmap. The radio quoted Palestinian PM-designate 
Ismail Haniyeh as saying that he is not optimistic 
given the results of the Israeli elections and Kadima\'s 
declared policy. Israel Radio reported that reactions 
from other Hamas leaders were stronger. 


The media quoted Likud Chairman Binyamin Netanyahu as 
saying that he is not resigning the leadership of his 

party. The media quoted Yisrael Beiteinu Chairman 
Avigdor Lieberman as saying that Yisrael Beiteinu will 

be the ruling party next time. Nahum Barnea of Yediot 
noted that PensionersV Party chairman Rafi Eitan 

was involved in the Pollard affair 

\"first Israeli cabinet minister wanted by law 

enforcement authorities in the US.\" 


Leading media cited a confirmation by the IDF last 
night that Palestinians (from Islamic Jihad) have for 
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the first time fired a Katyusha rocket -- a much longer- 
range projectile than the Qassam -- from the Gaza Strip 
into Israel. The media reported that four Bedouin 
shepherds were killed in separate incidents on Tuesday 
when Qassam rockets and munitions unexpectedly 
detonated in southern Israel. Israel Radio reported 

that three Qassam rockets landed in Israel this 
morning. 


All media reported that on Tuesday 

parliament endorsed the Hamas government 

two abstentions. On Tuesday 

who is slated to serve as deputy to Haniyeh 

as saying on Monday in an interview with HaVaretz: \"The 
new [PA] government does not reject coordination to 
resolve routine problems with anyone 

Israel.\" ShaVer was also quoted as saying that Hamas 
is not ready to concede to Israel. 


HaVaretz reported that the Foreign Ministry has 
completed the drafting of a new bill on security- 
related exports. The new legislation was drafted 
following the US administration\s demand that Israel 
tighten its supervision over weapons sales. HaVaretz 
cited the Foreign Ministry\'s anger over a bill proposed 
by the Defense Ministry that gives the Foreign Ministry 
only a small part in the supervision process. 


Hatzofe reported that the Jerusalem Committee of the 
Zionist Council recommends that JerusalemVs Arab 
neighborhoods administer themselves in the form of sub- 
municipalities 

status agreement for the city. 


On Sunday 

the PA 

busy renovating 

West Bank in response to the transportation problems 
created by IDF barriers and the diversion of 
Palestinian vehicles to secondary roads. 


Citing Reuters 

which is convening in Khartoum 

of the 2002 Arab peace initiative. Leading media 
reported that during an interview broadcast Tuesday on 
PBS-TV 

about the Holocaust. 


Leading media reported that President Bush has 
appointed White House Budget Director Josh Bolten as 
his new White House Chief of Staff 
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Card. Maariv reported that Bolten calls himself a 
\"devoted Jew.\" HaVaretz 

that former US Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger 
passed away Tuesday at age 88. 


HaVaretz cited The New York Sun as saying Tuesday that 
Professor Stephen Walt of Harvard University\'s Kennedy 
School of Government 

about the influence of the Jewish lobby in the US 

retire from his administrative position at Harvard in 

June 

The Jerusalem Post cited the results of a Gallup poll 
conducted among Americans on February 6-9 and released 
on Monday: 

-\"In the Middle East situation 

more with the Israelis or more with the Palestinians”?\" 
Overall 

percent whereas support for the Palestinians was 15 
percent. Only 8 percent of Americans surveyed had no 
opinion 

percent supported both sides equally. 


Senior columnist and longtime dove Yoel Marcus wrote on 
page one of independent 

fact that the voter 

right seems to be a message to the Acting Prime 

Minister: VTake hold of the torch and keep going.WW" 


Senior columnist Nahum Barnea wrote on page one of mass- 
circulation 

momentous news item last night was neither Kadima nor 

the Labor Party. It was the implosion of the Likud.\" 


HaVaretz editorialized: \"Israel\'s new government must 
announce its willingness to talk to any Palestinian 
element that calls for an agreement based on a two- 
state solution.\" 


Diplomatic correspondent Ben Caspit wrote on page one 
of popular 

[Olmert] limited credit. The burden of proof is on 

him. V" 


Editor-in-Chief Gonen Ginat wrote in the editorial of 
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nationalist 

Knesset elections as they appeared last night in the TV 
exit poll are a very serious blow to the right wing." 


Block Quotes: 
Ι. V4.5 on the Richter Scale!" 
Senior columnist and longtime dove Yoel Marcus wrote on 
page one of independent 
29): WInstead of a right-wing government headed by 
Binyamin Netanyahu and the Likud rebels 
any attempt to move toward a peace agreement 
will be getting a government that will have the means 
to implement the plan devised by Ehud Olmert when he 
becomes prime minister... Olmert\'s convergence plan 
speaks of evacuating 60 
Vsettlement blocs.Y Such a move wont pass by without 
violent opposition 
United States will foot the 150-billion shekel [around 
USD 32-billion] bill. Even if Olmert manages to put 
together a peace government 
fact that the voter 
right seems to be a message to the Acting Prime 
Minister: VTake hold of the torch and keep going. VV" 


II. \"Sharon\'s Revenge" 


Senior columnist Nahum Barnea wrote on page one of mass- 
circulation 

\"Every analysis of election results in Israel begins 

with the majority bloc. On the assumption that the 

exit polls last night resemble the final results 

center-left bloc has at least 61 seats. The Right is 
incapable of forming a government. Kadima will form the 
next government 

Nevertheless 

isolated whoops of joy that were aired last night at 
Kadima and Labor Party headquarters. Kadima had 
expected to get far more.... The Labor Party too had 
expected to get more... But the truly momentous news 
item last night was neither Kadima nor the Labor Party. 
It was the implosion of the Likud. This was the 

greatest revenge of the man Vfrom Hadassah Ein KeremV 
[Ariel Sharon 

Likud to 38 seats 

that 

and Yisrael Katz from the Knesset 

a humiliation that no game of chess with his father 

might ever heal. And he did all that with closed 

eyes.\" 
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III. \"Kadima with Labor\" 


Diplomatic correspondent Ben Caspit wrote on page one 
of popular 

that Olmert won on Tuesday have not turned him into a 
determined national leader. The public has allocated 

him limited credit. The burden of proof is on him.... 

It was Ariel Sharon\'s last revenge. It was the 
vengeance of the tractor after its engine had fallen 
silent. He is Iying there between life and death 

the Likud is in a similar situation. The same applies 

to the settlements in Gush Katif. Now this is Olmert 
time. It is his turn now. He won on Tuesday 

together with the other winner 

the new leaders of Israel -- Kadima with Labor. 

[Hebrew play on words also meaning \'Forward to Work\'].\" 


IV. \"Initiatives For New Governments\" 


HaVaretz editorialized (March 29): "Israel's new 
government must announce its willingness to talk to any 
Palestinian element that calls for an agreement based 
on a two-state solution.... The parties that come out 

on top in Israel\'s elections must make a serious effort 
toward a comprehensive diplomatic move that will lead 
to a peace agreement and the end of the conflict.... 
[The Israeli government\'s] unilateralism comes to spur 
on diplomatic efforts 

redundant from the outset. It is to be hoped that the 
Palestinians will openly accept the agreed-upon rules 
of the game. Abbas 

Friday 

without preconditions. If Hamas is willing to go the 
same route 

positions and renounce the armed struggle.\" 


V. \"Facing a Difficult Period\" 


Editor-in-Chief Gonen Ginat wrote in the editorial of 
nationalist 

of the Knesset elections as they appeared last night in 
the TV exit poll are a very serious blow to the right 
wing. The sane camp that warned against the crazy 
policy stayed home. Apathy 

with democracy 

voters 

stations. The right wing 

the Likud 

it will face will be impossible. Because Olmert has 
already promised additional withdrawals.... Let there 
not be a shadow of a doubt: We are facing a difficult 
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period.\" 


The Jerusalem Post editorialized: \"The US is to be 
commended for ... refusing to accept Hamas\'s bid for 
talks with the Quartet before Hamas has accepted the 
QuartetVs conditions.\" 


Block Quotes: 


\"Hamas\'s \'Moderation\'\" 


The Jerusalem Post editorialized (March 29): \"For all 
Hamas\'s previous bravado about not caring about Western 
financial assistance and its claims that the PA will do 
without or find support elsewhere 

much like to avoid becoming an international pariah. 
Haniyeh\'s slight rhetorical shift 

an effort to induce someone -- Israel 

EU -- to break Hamas\'s isolation and agree to talk. 

The US is to be commended for seeing through this and 
refusing to accept Hamas\'s bid for talks with the 
Quartet before Hamas has accepted the QuartetVs 
conditions.... [Besides] 

abandon the dream of destroying Israel 

terrorism or by flooding Israel with \'refugees 

exercising their right of returnY ... may be daunting. 

But with sufficient patience and determination it may 

be accomplished.\" 


Defense and foreign affairs columnist Amir Oren wrote 
in independent 

the risk posed to the US 

Israel 

with another excuse. If the Iranians fail to 
comprehend that 


Block Quotes: 
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\"Of Iraq 


Defense and foreign affairs columnist Amir Oren wrote 
in independent 

new Iraqi military 

stand on its own feet in time 

to gradually withdraw. With or without war in lraq 
Iran\'s determination to achieve nuclear capability 
leads to a US calamity. Saddam 

toppled 

to renew his efforts to arm Iraq with nuclear weapons. 
Now 

commitments to Europe and Israel 

the new Iraq provides him with another excuse. If the 
Iranians fail to comprehend that 

Saddam\'s mistake.\" 


Eve Bonnivard 

Lefebvre 

book denouncing anti-American excesses in French 
textbooks 

\"Current French education might produce an anti- 
American generation apt to accept terrorism as one way 
among others of expressing opposition to American 
imperialism.\" 


Block Quotes: 
\"Anti-Americanism in French Textbooks\" 
Eve Bonnivard 
Lefebvre 
book denouncing anti-American excesses in French 
textbooks 
(March 29): V'If there is one subject that should be 
discussed because its treatment in French school 
textbooks is faulty 
terrorism and the vision of American policy.... Current 
French education might produce an anti-American 
generation apt to accept terrorism as one way among 
others of expressing opposition to American 
imperialism.... Reflecting France 


Column 3 

elites 

world not as it exists but as they fantasize it: a 

world in which the United States is a superpower and 
imposes its point of view on everyone. A world where 
France bravely stands up to VUncle Sam\' as a \'Mother 
Courage\' speaking in the name of the silent majority. 
A world where terrorism is not a killer of democracy 

but the proud reaction of \'humiliated\' Muslims.\" 
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Elaborating the Democratic Reform Program.W The government 
invited representatives from registered opposition movement For 
A Just Kazakhstan (FJK) and from 11 of 12 currently registered 
political parties: the Agrarian Party 

Civic Party 

Communist People\'s Party of Kazakhstan (CPPK) 

Party of Kazakhstan (DPK) 

Rukhaniyat. Commission staff reported that although True Ak Zhol 
was registered on March 21 

prepare an invitation for the party in time. Of the invited 
opposition groups 

Communist party and For a Just Kazakhstan declined. (Reftel 
reports their reasons 

Sarsenbaiuly murder and the structure and true purpose of the 
Commission.) Most parties sent their chairmen as 
representatives. Asar leader Dariga Nazarbayeva did not attend 
however 

the chairman of the Commission 

Oralbay Abdykarimov as his deputy. Abdykarimov is to hold 
periodic meetings of the Commission 

the regions 

Nazarbayev did not indicate how frequently he planned to 
participate in future meetings. 


3. (U) In his opening remarks 

priorities for democratic development: strong basic political 
institutions; effective interaction among the branches of 
government; public accountability for government operations; a 
strong 

political parties. Nazarbayev acknowledged that the government 
should report to the people and that corruption within the 
government remains a problem. Nazarbayev said that the structure 
of executive power should be changed to provide for greater 
public accountability of government agencies and institutions. 
Implementation of e-government could become a tool to reduce 
corruption and increase transparency and access to services. 
Nazarbayev said that democratic reforms should move forward in 
spite of any internal threats or social conflicts. 
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STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENT 


4. (U) Reiterating themes he has raised over the past year 
Nazarbayev asked the Commission to strengthen the role of 
Parliament and increase the independence and accountability of 
local governments. Parliament should participate in the 
formation of the cabinet 

President. Nazarbayev asked the Commission to consider 
increasing the number of parliamentarians in both chambers 
change that would require a constitutional amendment. He stated 
that the administration is preparing a draft law 

Self-government 

Parliament in the next few months. Nazarbayev also noted that 
preparations are underway for the election of district (raiyon) 
akims this year; currently 

President or by the akim of the oblast 

administrative level of government. 
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MANAGED CHANGE 


5. (U) Nazarbayev also returned to his often-expressed mantra 
that social reforms and the construction of a democratic society 
must take into account \"our traditional values.\" Liberalization 

of the political system should be balanced with the efficiency 

of the government. He reiterated concerns that economic 
development and prosperity should not be overrun by democratic 
changes. \"The world has witnessed more than one incident when 
\'recipes\' were automatically planted in unprepared soil and 
yielded results contrary to those expected 

He cited India 

widely recognized as democratic 

the population suffers from poverty. Other countries seen as far 
from democratic 

Asia 

prosperity. \"It is to the experience of these latter countries 

that we often refer 


6. (U) Based on press accounts 

participants were not given the opportunity to speak during the 
opening session. Kazakhstani human rights defender Yevgeniy 
Zhovtis strongly criticized the format of the Commission in 
public comments on March 27. Zhovtis called for all political 
forces to be invited 
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social organizations 

Nazarbayev\'s responsibility to work with all citizens 

those who voted for him 

search for compromise. He rejected a majority voting approach. 


NEXT STEPS 


7. (U) The President tasked his administration with preparing a 
work schedule for the Commission within a month. The Cabinet 
will provide the Commission\'s operating budget 

administered by the Ministry of Culture 

(Note: This ministry was split into two new ministries on March 
27: the Ministry of Culture and Information and the Ministry of 
Tourism and Sport. Although it has not been announced 
Ministry of Culture and Information is expected to assume 
budgetary responsibility for the Commission. End note.) 


8. (U) On March 28 

press briefing in Almaty to elaborate on plans for addressing 

the priority issues identified by Nazarbayev. Underscoring the 
importance of consistency in political reforms 

\"There should be no haste in making changes in the Constitution. 
The Commission should begin with changes in those laws that do 
not require amendments into the Constitution." According to 
Abdykarimov 

proposals for prioritization of those political reforms that the 
President had outlined. Prioritization of reform was crucial to 

the Commission\'s success 

experience of the previous Democracy Commission 

together a program of political reforms with seven major 
directions 

simultaneously we will bring the country to chaos." 


9. (U) In response to a question 

that all political parties were invited to the first meeting of 

the Commission 

said was not formally registered until the day before the 

meeting of the Commission. Abdykarimov stated that True Ak Zhol 
would be invited to join the Commission and send representatives 
to all future meetings. Abdykarimov also commented that though 
unregistered political movements cannot participate formally in 

the Commission 

various issues related to political reforms. 


10. (SBU) COMMENT: Nazarbayev has laid out an ambitious agenda 
for the Democratization Commission. Engaging the opposition in 

the work of the Commission 

Sarsenbaiuly murder 

Abdykarimov\'s promise to include True Ak Zhol in future meetings 
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and his offer to accept contributions from unregistered 
political movements may provide an opening for small 
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confidence-building steps that Post will encourage all parties 

to pursue. The key to the organization\'s success or failure will 
be whether organizers can convince participants that itis a 
forum where they can express their views and be heard publicly 
not just a venue for Nazarbayev photo ops. END COMMENT. 
TRACY 
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this (deal) goes through 

just Iran and North Korea. Brazil 

will all think differently.\" (Kasuri subsequently maintained 

to the Ambassador that his remarks were distorted.) On March 
17 

grant of a waiver as a special case will have serious 
implications for the security environment in South Asia 

well as for international non-proliferation efforts. The 
objective of strategic stability in South Asia(would have 

been better served if the United States had considered a 
package approach for Pakistan and India.\" Continuing on this 
track 

India to continue its weapons programme without any 
constraint. On its part 

discriminatory treatment...Pakistan will neither be oblivious 
to our security requirements 

economic development 

sector 

Ambassador told PM Aziz that official comment critical of the 
nuclear deal was helpful to neither Pakistan nor the US. 

Aziz agreed. There has been no further official word on the 
issue over the last week or so. 


OPPOSITION WELCOMES DEMOCRACY FOCUS 
4. (U) In the days following President Bush\'s visit 
opposition politicians who routinely criticize US policy 
towards Pakistan hailed President Bush 

democracy. PPP Chairperson Benazir Bhutto 
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Ambassador to the US Syeda Abida Hussain 

officials took the Presidents statement that the 2007 
elections should be fair as a very positive sign. Bhutto was 
particularly effusive in her praise 
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the President\'s statement pushing for ademocratic future and 
fair elections reflected the sentiments of the Pakistani 

people. She also praised the President for assuring 
Pakistanis that \"Washington 

applies to America\'s allies as well." Jamait-e Islami deputy 
Liaquat Baloch and other MMA leaders took the President\'s 
speech as a sign that Musharraf would have to take off his 
uniform immediately and hold new elections 

is watching.\" 


\"GIVE US SOMETHING JUST AS GOOD\" 

5. (C) Despite the efforts of Pakistani and US officials to 
de-link the US-Pakistan and US-India relationship 

Pakistani politicians and the ordinary public want equal 
treatment with India. This theme has emerged repeatedly in a 
drumbeat of negative editorials and articles 

conversations with GOP officials. For example 

Commandant LTG Raza Muhammed Khan told A/S Hillen during his 
recent Pakistan visit that \"New Delhi received far more than 

it deserved\" during the President\'s visit. PML Senator Asif 
Jatoi complained to Poloff that once India got the landmark 
civil-nuclear deal 


6. (SBU) Most government officials attempted to stay positive 
in the face of such media criticism. Musharraf told critics 
that they were not being rational 

bother us what the US does with India 

relationships should be viewed independently.\" Others 

as Ministry of Foreign Affairs Additional Secretary 
(Americas) Shahid Kamal have told US officials that as a 
result of the \"big\" deliverables given to India 

Pakistani public now has higher expectations for the 
US-Pakistan bilateral relationship. He suggested that US 
assistance in education and increased market access for 
Pakistani textiles could help improve public perceptions that 
the US values its relationship with India more than its 
relations with Pakistan. 


COMMENT 

7. (C) President Musharraf and senior leaders understand the 
significance of the Presidents visit and appreciate his 
comments on Kashmir and his willingness to overnight in 
Islamabad. The fact that most other Pakistanis have a 
jaundiced view is not surprising 

with India and a festering ambivalence about relations with 
the US. We expect popular perceptions will change over time 
as we begin to put substantive content into the various 
elements of the composite dialogue. As official US visitors 
meet with opposition figures in coming months 
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an opportunity to put to rest any doubts regarding our 
commitment to democracy in Pakistan. End Comment. 
CROCKER 
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visits may occur 

(Note. The last high-level official visit we are aware of was 
a trade delegation led by State Minister Tuzmen to Minsk in 
March 


3. (C) Buyukkarakas explained that Turkey supports 
democratization and human rights in Belarus but believes that 
little will be gained by isolating Minsk; Turkey will instead 
focus on \"constructive criticism.\" She stated that Turkey 
agrees the election was fraudulent; Turkish OSCE observers 
fully concur with the OSCE\'s report. However 

seek to keep open lines of communication with Minsk 
avoiding high-level contacts. 


4. (C) We drew Buyukkarakas\' attention to our discussions 
with EU members and other candidate states on travel 
restrictions on Lukashenka and other regime figures. We 
suggested the MFA review any planned technical contacts with 
Belarus to ensure they do not involve Belarusian security 
personnel or others who might be implicated in election fraud 
or human rights abuses. We also urged the MFA to consider a 
public statement expressing concern for the situation in 
Belarus and support for victims of human rights abuses there. 
Buyukkarakas promised to convey our suggestions to senior 
MFA officials. 


5. (SBU) European diplomats here have told us they have 
received no instructions so far to approach Turkey on Belarus. 


Visit Ankara\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/ankara/ 
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solution to the softwood lumber problem to be highly 
complex. End summary. 


2. (SBU) On March 24 

Counselor and Econ Officers met with officials from 
Weyerhaeuser 

together represent a significant proportion of the Canadian 
lumber industry and have operations throughout the West 
Ontario and Quebec 

executives were in Ottawa to lobby Cabinet ministers in the 

run up to the March 30-31 Leaders\' NAFTA Meeting in Cancun; 
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they told us they are staking their hopes on the POTUS- 
Harper meeting to kickstart a new lumber negotiation. 


Message: Just Do It. 


3. (SBU) The industry officials told us what they are 

telling Canadian ministers: we have a short window of 
opportunity 

election campaign and a Canadian Parliamentary election 
which could take place relatively soon 

words of Trade Minister Emerson) \"swift and efficient 
negotiations\" to reach a deal. They are encouraged by a 
perceived moderation in tone among U.S. industry and 
consumer players at the recent Senate Finance Committee 
hearings and heartened by the US-Mexico settlement on 
cement 

earlier industry comments (reftel) 

governments should not wait for full industry consensus on 
either side 

consultations has passed. Their companies are prepared to 
step back from day-to-day involvement in talks; in their 
view 

inevitable opposition from individual firms since no deal 
will satisfy everyone. In their view the government needs 
to reach a settlement quickly because it cannot afford a 
renewed provincial schism among B.C. 

They believe the message is falling on receptive ears in 
Ottawa 

struggling with staffing issues. 


But Not At Any Cost 


4. (SBU) Nevertheless 

stressed that there are limits to what industry will accept. 
Any deal has to recognize the current status quo 

in both the stronger Canadian dollar over the past two years 
and the \"legal environment 

dispute settlement process and ongoing litigation) Also 

any lumber deal cannot \"discriminate against one province\" 
(presumably meaning B.C.). They also suggested (also a 
recurring theme) that U.S. industry would also have to 
become more realistic in its expectations for a deal. 


Where Are the Provinces? 


5. (SBU) In response to a question about provincial 
politics 
and Quebec Premiers Campbell 
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consulting closely and have made a joint approach to the 
federal government on elements of an acceptable agreement. 
Alberta 

come to the table at the political level but Alberta 

come to the table at the political level but Alberta 

officials are participating in technical meetings. 


6. (SBU) The executives were somewhat defensive about the 
March 24 announcement by the Province of Quebec of new 
proposed aid to forest products companies of over 900 
million CAD in the next four years. They argued 

other things 

cases receive similar support from state governments. We 
took the opportunity to remind them that this package 

the previously announced Ontario and federal government 
assistance packages 

for resolving the issue. 

Elements of a Deal 


7. With the disclaimer that they have no \"specific 
conclusion on what a deal should include 

representatives floated various thoughts on the key elements 
of a settlement. First of all 

be quite complex 

urged governments to avoid trying to \"re-construct the 

forest sector." (Comment: this implies that wholesale 
changes in stumpage and other provincial practices would be 
unlikely to be on the table. End Comment) They would like 
to see a long-term agreement 

duration 

structural shifts now underway in the industry and the 
looming effects of beetle kill in B.C. They thought that 

some of the ideas floated during previous bilateral 
discussions last November should be revived 

elements on market share and volume and some kind of a floor 
price mechanism that would avoid oversupply and wild 
downswings in price as housing starts fall in the U.S. With 
regard to market share 

that any market share percentage should be based on total 
imports into the U.S. lumber market rather than Canadian 
imports 

against Europeans and other new entrants that have snapped 
up U.S. market share. On the touchy question of deposits 
they only said cautiously that Wsomething could be done." 
They clearly expect that a \"large portion" of the deposits 
would eventually be returned to Canadian companies. They 
also repeated the call for a binational panel to oversee the 
agreement. 
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The Future of the Canadian Forest Industry 


8. (SBU) The industry representatives also offered their 
thoughts on the future of the Canadian industry. Beetle 

kill (ref. B) is a critical problem for operations in the 

B.C. interior; existing mills will increasingly wind up 

being surrounded by dead trees and the cost of hauling logs 
from ever-more distant living stands will skyrocket. 
Everybody expects the forest products sector to be 
consolidated into fewer 

away from integrated forestry operations (because capital 
demands are \"too significant\") towards companies 
concentrating on specific product lines; e.g. spinoffs of 

pulp production 

Hemisphere imports. For instance 

market niche in dealing with recycled paper. Increasingly 
Canadian forest producers see a future in the energy sector 
possibly replacing lost pulp and paper exports with 
electricity exports to the U.S. market. (Comment: Ontario\'s 
recent announcement that it will pay subsidized rates to 
alternative energy producers suggests that provincial 
officials 

in forest communities 

development. End Comment.) 
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and says \"the UMP is divided over the strategy for getting out 
of this crisis.\" Under the headline 

identifies the competing strategies as Villepin\'s opposition 

to withdrawing the CPE 

\"Deaf Against All 

that despite the millions of demonstrators in the streets 
Villepin refuses to withdraw the CPE. Similarly 

underscores the PM\'s intransigence 

Still Doesn\'t Budge.\" The first signs of dissension within the 
UMP majority are noted. Parliamentarian Bernard Accoyer has 
\"dropped Villepin\" and sided with Sarkozy\'s idea of suspending 
the legislation. In its editorial Le Figaro comments: \"The 
political right is on the razor\'s edge 

opposing attitudes.\" Interior Minister Sarkozy is on the front 
page of Le Parisien: \"Yes to a Compromise\" says the title 
while Villepin\'s V'No to Withdrawing the CPE.\" Inside 

says that \"compromising is not an insult.\" In its editorial 
Liberation urges President Chirac to intervene. A column 
penned by Alain Duhamel notes that \"Chirac is not very 
talkative\" and that 83% of the French would like to hear him 


Column 3 

on the CPE. The President\'s cancelled trip outside Paris today 
is prominently noted and leads to conjecture about a possible 
presidential address. 


The Israeli elections are today\'s lead international story. 
Europe-1 Radio this morning gave the final tally as 28 seats 
for the Kadima Party. This slim victory also makes the front 
page of Le Figaro 

is the lowest in Israel\'s history. For Le Figaro this signals 

a loss of steam for the Likud Party. Liberation comments in 
its editorial that \"the elections are a referendum on pursuing 
Sharon\'s policy. The victory is a small victory but it marks 

the end of Greater Israel.\" (See Part C) 

Zacarias Moussaoui\'s testimony is widely noted. Le Monde 
reports that Moussaoui \"has been waiting for this moment for 
over four years.\" Le Figaro emphasizes the \"suspicious nature\" 
of his information but also the fact that \"his declaration is 
devastating.\" Liberation titles its report: 'MoussaouiVs 
Plunge Towards Death\" noting that \"his latest testimony is 
only one of several versions.\" Le Parisien calls Moussaoui\'s 
attitude \"a judicial suicide\" and quotes his French lawyer: 

Vit is difficult to defend someone against his own 
accusations. This has never happened to me before.\" 


According to popular right-of-center Le Parisien 

is on the way for prospective travelers to the U.S.: the first 
French biometric passports should be available in Paris on 
April 3 

and through June 12 

able to offer biometric passports. But travel industry experts 
are skeptical. and are asking that travelers to the U.S. from 
the provinces should be given priority because they represent 
more than half of the prospective tourists.\" The article 
concludes with the U.S. Consulate in Paris \"submerged with 
visa requests which is also changing its procedure as of April 
3: at that time only on-line forms will be accepted.\" 


(C) SUPPORTING TEXT/BLOCK QUOTES: 
Israeli Elections 


\"A Small Yes\" 

Gerard Dupuy in left-of-center Liberation (03/29): \"These 
elections were tacitly considered to be a referendum on 
pursuing Sharon\'s policy of withdrawal from the occupied 
territories. The limited victory registered by Kadima added to 
the more than honorable results for the Labor party equates a 
victory for the yes 

settlers began to move out of Gaza 

of Greater Israel started to wane. Yesterday\'s vote confirms 
this trend. although the voting is motivated more by security 
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concerns than a will to establish peace. Yet this approach is 
compatible with peace 

security policy. Kadima\'s unilateral doctrine implies a policy 
of annexation of territories 

community and the Palestinians do not recognize as Israeli 
territories. It also implies isolating the Palestinian entity 

and making its development more difficult. Development is the 
first challenge for the new Hamas government and the key to 
pacifying the region. While this policy of cocooning does not 
offer a durable solution to the region\'s problems 

does it impede a resolution to be found sometime later. This 
requires a government that can implement its policies. 
Olmert\'s slim victory will make it harder for him to lead a 
coalition government.\" 


VOlmertVs Slim Victory" 

Patrick Saint-Paul in right-of-center Le Figaro (03/29): 
\"Yesterday Israel officially renounced its dream of Greater 
Israel. OlmertVs slim victory should not keep him from 
implementing his unilateral pullout strategy as he targets 
IsraelVs "definitiveY borders. Israel\'s border issue was in 
fact the main question in a referendum hiding behind the 
elections." 


\"Separation\" 

Bernard Guetta on government-run France Inter radio (03/29): 
\"One of the most important lessons to be learned from this 
vote is that more than a party 

idea of "separation 

occupied territories. A page has been turned in Israel. If 
Hamas continues to reject the idea of negotiations 

unilateral and armed peace will replace military occupation." 
STAPLETON 
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closer to the vote 
in order to make our choice. End Summary. 


DEMARCHE DELIVERED 


2. (C) Embassy delivered ref B demarche on February 8 and 
both Ambassador and DCM have raised the issue at frequent 
intervals with Minister of Foreign Affairs Meredov and 

Americas Desk Chief Bashimov. During a March 27 meeting on 
another subject 

decision closer to the vote 

information in order to make our choice." At a March 29 
meeting Americas Desk Chief Bashimov told Charge to stop 
asking about this 

later date 
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Charge\'s comment that though she had no instructions to this 
effect 

and whether Russian support for Venezuela would have any 
effect on Turkmenistan\'s vote 

the Venezuelans want to build that big pipeline and wherever 
there are pipelines you\'ll find Russian interest.\" 


COMMENT 


3. (C) Unfortunately post has no knowledge of 
Venezuelan/Russian pipeline potential 

that Bashimov agreed without hesitation that Russia was 

likely to support Venezuela. In this context 

to see the Guatemala-Venezuela contest as a classic Cold War 
confrontation 

We can expect Turkmenistan to use its vote to get whatever 
leverage it thinks it needs with either Russia or the United 
States as the actual vote approaches. GOTX will be watching 
to see whether the United States again co-sponsors a 
Turkmenistan-specific UNGA resolution 

it may use the vote as leverage if GAZPROM negotiations reach 
a peak as they tend to do during the UNGA season. 
Speculation aside 

Guatemala or Venezuela until it sees an opportune time to do 
so. End Comment. 

BRUSH 
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are part of our heritage 

discriminate against any of them. The properties scheduled 
for renovation are all under DGF control. 


6. (C) Turkey\'s religious minorities have long been critical 
of the DGF and the practice of expropriating foundations. 
Nevertheless 

Jewish communities say they consider the renovations a 
positive 

Mesrob II told reporters the renovations are a \"demonstration 
of goodwill\" and said he hopes such efforts continue. Lina 
Filiba 

Turkey 

Still 

renovate a synagogue in Edirne 

Jews left to worship. Filiba said the property could serve 

as an historical site for visitors. The Jewish Community has 
been cooperating with the DGF on the project 
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\"not a cooperation among equals 


7. (C) Metropolitan Meliton of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
was more skeptical about the renovation plans. He noted to 
us that the Greek Orthodox properties slated for renovation 
are among those the Patriarchate sought to reclaim under 
recent reform legislation 

He added that the DGF never contacted the Patriarchate to 
discuss the plans 

an acquaintance affiliated with one of the churches. 
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8. (C) We have met with Beyazit frequently to discuss the 
expropriation of non-Muslim properties. Though he is a 

staunch defender of the status quo system 

in his efforts to improve relations between the Turkish state 

and the religious minorities. These renovations should 

generate some much-needed goodwill. Further improvements may 
be on the horizon if the GOT follows through on its 

commitment to pass a new law on foundations by July 

earlier drafts of the bill indicate it will have a limited 

impact (reftel). 


Visit Ankara\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/ankara/ 
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has turned into a battlefield 

very much bothered by these events." 


4. (SBU) On March 29 

clashes have re-started and are continuing in Diyarbakir. By 
mid-afternoon 

police 

workplaces 

forces closed some roads. The media reported that a 22 year old 
man was shot dead by security forces and another youth was 
wounded when security forces opened fire on him. The Southeast 
Chamber of Commerce (GUNSIAD) and Diyarakir Chamber of Commerce 
(DISIAD) along with other business and civil society 

organizations in the city issued a joint press statement calling 
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for an end to the violence in Diyarbakir. The Armed People 
Initiative declared that \"Diyarbakir people are doing their 

duties against the attacks 

Istanbul and Mersin provinces to join the protests 

the press. Meanwhile 

airport remains open 

clashes between security forces and protestors are taking place 
near the airport and are creating obstacles delaying or 
preventing some passengers from reaching the open terminal. 
There are significant numbers of security forces deployed in the 
vicinity of the airport 

Diyarbakir. 


5. (U) Nearly 5 

March 28. During the funeral procession for one PKK member 
killed in fighting near Mus 

cannon against the mourners\' Molotov cocktails and stones. 
Mourners carried PKK flags and banners and shouted pro-Ocalan 
slogans. Police took an undisclosed number of marchers into 
custody. 


6. (SBU) Contacts in Batman and Siirt told us that large crowds 
held similar funeral processions in those cities on March 28 

but that the situation is currently calm. Our contact in Siirt 

told us that at least 3 people have been detained. Press 

reports claim that a 16-year-old boy was shot and seriously 
wounded by security forces in Siirt while he was attempting to 
raise a PKK flag. Our contact in Batman told us that as many as 
20 people have been detained 


7. (SBU) Comment: Diyarbakir 

hometowns of some of the 14 PKK guerrillas that were killed in 
Mus. The remainder of the guerillas came from Iran 

Syria. These protest events represent the highest level of 

civil unrest and violence in the southeast since the 2001 end to 
the state of emergency. This increased violence is a departure 
from the relatively calm pro-PKK demonstrations over the past 
two years. We expect the GOT will claim that the ΡΚΚ has been 
able to mobilize its urban cadres to use the funerals of the 
guerrillas killed in Mus to stage a regional provocation 
campaign. End comment. 

REID 
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governments do not fully comply with the Act\'s minimum 
standards but are making significant efforts to bring 
themselves into compliance with those standards 
determination that a country is making significant efforts to 
bring themselves into compliance with minimum standards was 
based on commitments by the country to take additional future 
steps over the next year. A ranking of Tier 2 Watchlist 
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would recognize the steps the GOK has taken 
emphasizing that continued progress is essential. End 
summary and comment. 


TIP Report Update: Prosecution 


2. (SBU) The Ministry of Justice has provided Post with 
calendar year 2005 statistics on prosecutions of TIP-related 
crimes in Kuwait: 


-- at least 130 convictions for selling residence permits 
one of the primary means for worker exploitation; 

-- 7 convictions for torture in order to coerce witnesses 
into making statements; 

-- 229 convictions for monetary dues; 

- 19 

-- 451 convictions for failure to provide official documents; 
-- 258 convictions for hiring workers from abroad and then 
not providing them with work; 

-- 12 convictions for employing workers for more hours than 
the legal limit; 

-- 1 conviction for overcrowding company housing; 

-- at least 202 convictions for inciting to indecency or 
prostitution. 


3. (SBU) The Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor (MOSAL) 
has provided Post with statistics covering thousands of 
workplace inspections 

safety hazards to sponsorship infractions. 


4. (SBU) The Ministry of Interior has provided Post with a 
handful of court cases where domestic employees were able to 
get restitution from employers who had been delinquent in 
payment or had treated the domestic employee improperly. 


TIP Report Update: Domestic Labor Shelter 


5. (C) The shelter for domestic workers is currently 

stalled. The shelter is the responsibility of the \"Permanent 
Committee for Organizing the Situation of Expatriate Workers 
in the Private Sector and Treating Problems Relating to the 
Use of Domestic Workers 

includes the Ministry of Interior 

and the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. When asked about 
the progress of the shelter 

under study. MOSAL officials thought it was currently in the 
hands of the Kuwait Municipality 

site for the shelter. Tawfiq Bu Hamad 

General for Project Development at the Kuwait Municipality 
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had his office research the project and responded to PolOff 
on March 28 that no one had requested that the Municipality 
allocate land for a domestic labor shelter. Director of 
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MOSALY's International Relations Department 
encouraged the Embassy to maintain its pressure on the 
committee in order to force a definitive decision to 
establish and build the shelter. 


TIP Report Update: Expatriate Labor Conference in Kuwait 


6. (SBU) Jowhar also told PolOff that the GOK has given a 
preliminary approval to a UN-sponsored conference (ref A). 
UNDP representative in Kuwait 

March 28 that his GOK sources had told him the same thing. 
Indications are that the GOK will not only host the 

conference 

U.S. to convey its labor-related messages through workshops 
and other training sessions. Both the UNDP and the GOK have 
emphasized that they want to coordinate intensively with the 
U.S. on this conference. 


Revised TIP Report 


7. (SBU) KUWAIT (Tier 2 Watch List) 


Kuwait is a destination country for men and women who migrate 
legally from Bangladesh 

Indonesia 

labor 

servitude by employers in Kuwait. Victims suffer conditions 
including physical and sexual abuse 

confinement to the home 

restrict their freedom of movement. Kuwait is reportedly a 
transit point for South and East Asian workers recruited by 
Kuwaiti labor recruitment agencies for low-skilled work in 
Iraq; some of these workers are deceived as to the true 
location and nature of this work and others are subjected to 
conditions of involuntary servitude in Iraq. 


The Government of Kuwait does not fully comply with the 
minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking 
making significant efforts to do so. The Government 
identified the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor (MOSAL) 
as the central agency coordinating the Government\'s 
anti-trafficking activities and established a permanent 
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interagency committee to address the problems of expatriate 
laborers in the private sector and domestic workers. The 
committee met five times in 2005 -2006 and issued 
recommendations regarding minimum wages 

trading 

workers. The Government imposed a strict ban on camel 
jockeys and child camel jockeys are no longer a problem in 
Kuwait due to the Government\'s monitoring and enforcement 
efforts. Kuwait prosecuted some cases of abuse against 
expatriate workers under its criminal laws over the last 

year. The Government has publicly announced that passing a 
draft labor law through Parliament that would criminalize the 
exploitation of foreign workers is a top priority. The 
Government should take immediate and significant steps to 
pass the new labor law 

employers 

enforce decreed standardized contracts that provide some 
security for domestic workers 

by building or providing funds to build a shelter for abused 
foreign laborers. 


Prosecution 


The Government of Kuwait failed to take sufficient measures 
to punish trafficking crimes over the last year. Kuwait 

lacks a specific anti-trafficking law 

sections of its criminal code to prosecute trafficking 

offenses and hand down fines and convictions. The 
Government provided no specific law enforcement training on 
trafficking in persons 

responsibility for investigating trafficking crimes. Kuwait 
should increase investigations and prosecutions for foreign 
domestic worker abuse 

sexual abuse 

penalties sufficient to deter future acts 

enforcement officers and prosecutors on methods of 
investigating and prosecuting trafficking offenses. 


Protection 


During the year 

trafficking. The GOK imposed a strict ban on the use of 
underage jockeys and there is no evidence of children at work 
as jockeys at any camel races. MOSAL has established a labor 
dispute center (for non-domestic workers) to assist workers 

in salary disputes. In addition 
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agency which enables source country embassies 
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GOK mediator 

and facilitate their resolution. The Kuwait Union for 

Domestic Labor Offices (KUDLO) 

also contracted a law firm to provide pro bono legal aid to 
foreign workers. Foreign workers are permitted to file civil 
suits against their employers. Though cases move slowly 
through the courts 

Government provides very inexpensive medical care for foreign 
workers. 


The Ministry of Interior suspended in the past year 163 
domestic labor agencies for illegal practices. Nevertheless 
less scrupulous Kuwaiti labor agencies continued to recruit 
South and East Asian laborers 

fraudulent offers and coercive techniques 

Iraq for cheap third-country national (TCN) labor. The 
Government did not attempt to regulate this lucrative trade 

of workers through Kuwait. The Government does 

enforce laws that only allow incoming domestic workers to be 
picked up from the airport by Government-licensed agencies 
that have already agreed to a contract with the worker. 
These agencies are then responsible for the workers welfare 
for six months. 


In July 

tripartite contract for domestic workers to be signed by the 
recruitment agency 

rights of the domestic employee. The Ministry has set August 
2006 as the implementation date for the decree in order to 
allow Kuwaiti embassies abroad time to establish the 
necessary administrative procedures. 


The Government is in the final stages of the approval process 
for issuance of a license to KUDLO for establishing a 

shelter. In early February 

closed down KUDLO headquarters (where the shelter was to be 
housed) on a zoning technicality. The zoning issue remains 
unresolved. The Government should take immediate steps to 
establish and support a shelter that provides a range of 
protective services to trafficking victims 

screening mechanism to identify victims 

protection to domestic workers. 


Prevention 


This year 

persons have improved. With U.S. assistance 

is launching a public-awareness campaign featuring a 
wallet-sized information card to be distributed at airports 
health clinics and in other places frequented by East and 
South Asian workers in Kuwait. The Government has carried 
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out numerous raids of \"billiard halls 

that illegally employ women who have run away from bad labor 
situations and have few other options for legitimate work. 
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For more reporting from Embassy Kuwait 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/kuwait/?cable 5 


Visit Kuwait\'s Classified Website: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/kuwait/ 
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also discussed her plans for NGO events around the G8 Summit 
and the problems that the Russian-Belarusian Human Rights 
Commission faced in Belarus. She also will look into 

complaints about the treatment of Mikhail Trepashkin in 

prison. END SUMMARY. 


NGO LEGISLATION 


2. (C) In a March 24 meeting with the Ambassador and 
Coordinator for U.S. Assistance to Europe and Eurasia Thomas 
Adams 

Assistance to Development of Institutions of Civil Society 
and Human Rights 

legislation would take effect on April 18. The main problem 
would not be with the law itself 

implemented. She hoped that the implementing regulations 
would decrease the vagueness of the law. Her office and some 
NGOs were familiar with the implementing regulations and 
wanted to comment on them publicly 

wanted to work behind closed doors. She has an agreement 
with various international NGOs 

International 

Foundation 

comes into effect and report any problems to her office. She 
saw her role as being a critic to address any problems with 
the law. In contrast 

to produce propaganda indicating that everything was fine 
with the legislation. After all the international attention 

paid to the legislation 

the Kremlin to prove its critics wrong. 


3. (C) Adams said many major donors at a recent forum in New 
York were glad that some of the suggested changes to the 

first draft of the legislation had been made. However 

of the organizations in attendance at the forum 

Eurasia Foundation 
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British intelligence. Pamfilova replied that NGO leaders who 
were implicated in the \"spy\" scandal such as Andrey Kortunov 
ofthe New Eurasia Foundation 

Moscow Helsinki Group 

the Development of Democracy and Human Rights were part of 
her core group for organizing a recent G8 NGO forum (reftel). 
The scandal had not affected them too negatively 

were still criticizing the government. She would do her best 

to make sure that such people would be around to criticize 

the government in the future. Pamfilova believed that the 
situation six months from now would be different 

fallout from the \"spy\" scandal would dissipate. 


NGO INVOLVEMENT IN THE G8 


4. (Ο) Pamfilova said the March G8 NGO forum had generated a 
great deal of interest among foreign and domestic NGOs that 
wanted to participate in future events. Pamfilova stressed 
that she did not want the NGO events to be dominated by 
Russian organizations 

groups to participate. She had recently met with Rose 
Gottemoeller of the Moscow Carnegie Center to discuss 
conducting an event on nuclear security with Carnegie. 
Pamfilova said she was considering doing more NGO events 
including a conference on social integration in Kazan from 

late May to early June and a roundtable on energy security in 
April in Khanty-Mansiy. She was also trying to schedule 
another meeting with the sherpas in May with a group of 10-20 
experts from the NGO community. The next general NGO forum 
would take place on July 13-14. A major focus of the July 
forum would be internal problems of civil society in Russia 
such as human rights and the NGO legislation 

issues of civil society and human rights around the world. 

She also wanted to engage anti-globalists so that there would 
be a serious dialogue about their concerns 

violent protests. The Ambassador offered to provide 
Pamfilova assistance with those NGO events. 
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BELARUS 


5. (C) Pamfilova said that the Russian-Belarusian Human 
Rights Commission 

problems working in Belarus. Several of its members 
including a journalist and Council on Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Policy Director Sergey Karaganov 
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from entering Belarus. Pamfilova reported that Lukashenko 
had personally complained to Putin about her. She noted that 
the Commission regularly met with Belarusian activists and 
put out a report every few months 

more they could do. In a separate March 24 meeting with 
PolMinCouns 

satisfaction with the activities of the Russian-Belarusian 
Human Rights Commission 

having a positive effect in anumber of areas. 


TREPASHKIN AND HUMAN RIGHTS 


6. (C) The Ambassador raised with Pamfilova concern about the 
treatment of Mikhail Trepashkin in prison. Trepashkin was 
convicted of disclosing state secrets in connection with his 
investigation of possible FSB involvement in a series of 1999 
apartment bombings in Moscow. Human rights leaders have 
written a letter to G7 ambassadors about his treatment. 

Pamfilova replied that the British Embassy had also raised 

the issue with her on March 23 

had not mentioned the problem to her directly. She said she 
would speak with members of her Council and with Human Rights 
Ombudsman Vladimir Lukin to see what had been done about the 
case. Trepashkin\'s case received a great deal of attention 

but prison conditions were poor for many prisoners who were 

not as well known. Looking at human rights more broadly 
Pamfilova noted that the GOR was considering eliminating jury 
trials 

GOR action on that issue. 


7. (U) Coordinator for U.S. Assistance to Europe and Eurasia 
Thomas Adams has cleared this message. 
BURNS 
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approach 

By using the negative position of Hamas 

to make this into a fait-a-complis. But even Abbas will 
have a hard time accepting a border imposed unilaterally by 
the Israelis. The Kadima plan includes an attempt to put 
Jerusalem under full Israeli control and turn it into 

Israel\'s official capital. This would undoubtedly unleash a 
wave of fury in the region. The election results constitute 
a historic step toward the two-state formula 

will tell how realistic this idea proves to be." 


Writing in mainstream Milliyet 


ANKARA 00001676 003 OF 003 


Column 3 


type of government that will be formed is more important 
than the election in Israel. \"The initial election results 
indicate a victory for Kadima 

real surprise is the poor showing by NetanyahuV's Likud. 
This election was important and historically significant for 
Israel. Israeli voters had to choose between the new ideas 
presented by Kadima or a doctrine of unilateralism. Olmert 
will not be able to turn his back on the unilateralists as 

long as Hamas continues to refuse to recognize Israel. 
Therefore 

change its position and heed the advice of Mahmoud Abbas.\" 


TV Highlights 
NTV 


Domestic News 

- Turkish Foreign Ministry denied press reports claiming 

that German Chancellor Merkel asked Prime Minister Erdogan 
to play a mediating role to prevent a US attack against 

Iran. 


- EU Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn said the Cyprus 
issue could cause trouble in ties between Turkey and the EU 
this year 

prevent Va train wreck.V 


- Turkey is preparing for a rare total solar eclipse with 
some 100 

city of Antalya to observe the event today. The eclipse 
will be best observed in 13 Turkish provinces for four 
minutes along a distance of 190 kilometers. 


International News 

- Israel\'s Kadima Party 

send 29-31 representatives to the 120-seat Knesset. The 
second-place Labor Party won 20-22 seats 

polls. 


- More than one million demonstrators took to the streets 
across France on Tuesday to protest a new law that reduces 
job security for young workers. 


- Greek Foreign Minister Dora Bakoyannis said the UN must 
launch a new Cyprus initiative. The Greek Cypriot press 
said British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw is examining the 
possibility of starting direct flights to Turkish Cyprus. 


Economy News 
- Finance Minister Unakitan said the government is preparing 
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to implement VAT discounts in tourism and other sectors in 
Turkey 

to Turkey\'s agreement with the IMF. 


Visit Ankara\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www .state.sgov.gov/p/eur/ankara/ 
MCELDOWNEY 
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EXULTS IN BATTLE VICTORY 


1. (SBU) Summary: Close Deby advisor and fellow Zaghawan 
Interior Minister Mahamat Ali described Deby as the \"least 
bad\" option for Chad 

28. Claiming total victory in the March 20 battle against 

the Chadian Zaghawa rebels 

intra-Zaghawa bloodletting 

other Chadian rebels 

Sudan attack. End Summary. 


2. (SBU) Ambassador Wall called on Minister of Territorial 
Administration Mahamat Ali Abdallah Nassour March 28. 
Mahamat Ali is one of Deby\'s closest advisors 

Zaghawan but not of the same clan (Mahamat Ali is a Kobe from 
Iriba rather than Bideiyat from Bahai) 

leader was instrumental in Deby\'s original conquest of power 

in 1990 and has served in key postings ever since. Mahamat 
Ali had just returned from the East 

Deby in overseeing the March 20 battle at Hadjar Marfaine. 


3. (SBU) Taking a line on the internal political situation 
sounding strikingly similar to the views regularly purveyed 
by the French 

during the conversation 

the \"least bad" option realistically available to Chad 
country he described as extremely difficult to govern and 
hold together. He said he hoped for the understanding of the 
international community 

flaring in the East and even the South 

during its present election 

process was. For all the flaws of Deby\'s governance 

Ali said 

progress to Chad 

Deby came to office. The political opposition had 
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been enticed into a stubborn boycott partly by the prospect 
of a Zaghawa rebellion and a hope that the international 
community would put pressure on Deby not to go forward with 
the election. The opposition\'s demands were unrealistic. 
The government had always been prepared for dialogue 
reasonable limits 

Deby won the coming election overwhelmingly 

want to associate the opposition in realistic improvements to 
the electoral system. Mahamat Ali was unfazed by the 
opposition\'s call for obstructing the election. 


4. (SBU) The Ambassador said that the United States had 
hoped there would be a more credible election. We would have 
liked to provide assistance for the upcoming election 
requested by the Prime Minister 

credible election 

year previously by the United Nations Development Program 
would have required more time than was now available. The 
government not having taken the required measures 

late now for support from the international community. The 
Ambassador said that President Deby deserved credit for 
maintaining a period of relative stability and some economic 
progress in Chad. The United States was grateful for Chad\'s 
cooperation on combatting errorism. In the Ambassador\'s 
view 

continued sability and be widely viewed as a great African 
hief of state if he put in place in Chad a credibleprocess 

of peaceful transition. 


5. (SBU) Mahmat Ali said that he \"fully shared" the 
Ambassadr\'s view. Chad could have done better. However 
Deby resigned or passed the scene 

not enhanced democracy. It was essential for the 
international community to take an understanding attitude and 
accompany Deby in this mandate so the country would not fall 
into the abyss. After some time 

alternation of power. Mahamat Ali was certain that Deby 
thought in this way. He did not have limitless ambition. 

Deby understood the need to associate the opposition in 
governance. One area for improvement was voter 
registration. Mahamat Ali said he had proposed to Deby and 
the Prime Minister a new voter census 

census. The present figure of 5.5 million registered voters 
was indeed very high for a country projected to have only 
nine million inhabitants; however 

Chad\'s population was actually much higher 

million 

likely also well over one million. 


Zaghawa Rebels Smashed 
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6. (SBU) Mahamat Ali said that the battle of Hadjar Marfaine 
on March 20 was a clarifying 

poured in arms 

rebel groups in Darfur -- Bideiyat Zaghawa 

Arab 

that could overthrow Deby and undermine the Darfur rebellion. 
Sudan would now have to think again. The most important of 
the rebel groups was the Bideiyat group under Yahya Dillo 
(SCUD) which had set up a forward base at Hadjar Marfaine 
(just inside Chad 

totally obliterated that base and the SCUD was now in 

complete disarray. The Ambassador asked about the likelihood 
of further Zaghawa defections and reprisals 

battle was the first instance of intra-Zaghawa killing 

about the danger presented by other Chadian rebels such as 
Tama leader Mahamat Nour. Mahamat Ali dismissed Mahamat Nour 
as \"no problem at all.\" If the Sudanese were banking on him 
they were banking on the wrong man. Deby well knew where the 
real danger had lain -- the SCUD -- and he had gone after it. 
Other rebels 

disunited and ineffective. Sudan wanted Mahamat Nour to lead 
them but they would nat follow him. The intra-Zaghawa 

fighting was not mortal to the Zaghawa community. The great 
majority of that community knew full well that they needed to 
stick together behind Deby 

the country to greater democracy and better governance 
combat corruption and build a truly national army. 


7. (SBU) The Ambassador asked whether Mahamat Ali saw a risk 
now of a direct attack from Sudan. Mahamat Ali said there 

was \'very little likelinood\" of it. Sudan\'s strategy was to 

work through the rebels. Chad held to its right to pursue 

Chadian rebels into Sudanese territory 

Sudanese reaction 

part of Sudan\'s general plan. And as of March 20 

Sudanese plan would have to be re-written. 

WALL 
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HUMAN CHAGASY DISEASE" 


REF: STATE 38410 


1. On March 27 

Lucero 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (DCTEC/MFA) 

the National Institutes of Health\'s (NIH) proposed award of a 
research protocol titled V' The Role of CD28-Cells in Human Chagas\' 
Disease 
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is under the direction of Dr. Walderez Ο. Dutra 
University of Minas Gerais (UFMG) 


2. The Embassy sees no adverse foreign policy implications with 
respect to this research project. We emphasize the importance of 
complying with Brazilian laws on the export of data and biological 
material. 


3. We are providing this assessment of foreign policy implications 

in advance of receiving approval from the Brazilian Government for 
the proposed research to go forward 

completing the domestic review process. Upon receipt of Brazilian 
approval 


LINEHAN 
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not yet been disinfected 


Some clarity on PA compensation 


2. (SBU) Deputy Finance Minister Jihad al-Wazir told 
EconChief March 29 that he had already begun transferring 
compensation to farmers from a NIS 20 million credit line he 
opened with the Bank of Jordan. He said there was a sliding 
scale of compensation 

to lesser amounts for a chick. He commented that all 
chickens in Gaza would be killed 

non-infected flocks frozen and later distributed as food 
assistance to needy families. 


Suspected human cases return negative results 


3. (SBU) Daher reported that two farm workers from Tel 
el-Hawa 

el-Shifa hospital for testing. The laboratory results 
confirmed that both cases were negative. He added that two 
new samples from poultry in unidentified areas in Gaza were 
sent to the Israeli labs for testing March 29. (Note: Daher 
said the MOA had not yet revealed the location of these two 
areas. End Note.) 


New Al outbreaks west of Jerusalem 


4. (SBU) GOI MOA confirmed a new outbreak of H5N1 March 28 
at Kibbutz Maale Ha\'Chamisha 

Jerusalem 

culling the contaminated flock of about 35 
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breeders. MOA is inspecting other sites within 10 
kilometers. There is another flock of breeders within the 
three km radius 

flocks 

GOI will continue to adhere to the WHO standards for culling 
and quarantine. 

WALLES 
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change. 
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intimidation to influence the negotiation process. The 
companies 

which could resemble oil company contracts in Venezuela 
the GOB clarifies the operating rules and if 

\"nationalization\" does not turn out to mean \"expropriation.\" 
We heard nothing from Minister Soliz Rada to assure existing 
investors that their interests would be protected. End 
summary. 


GOB to Nationalize Hydrocarbons in April 

2. (SBU) According to press reports 

pledged to nationalize the hydrocarbons sector and launch a 
revamped YPFB (state oil company) by July 2006. In a meeting 
with the Ambassador on March 28 

Soliz Rada stated that nationalization would likely be 
accomplished in April 

care to underline that President Morales would set the date. 
\"Nationalization\" 

participation 

chain as established in Bolivia\'s 2005 Hydrocarbons Law. The 
GOB intends for YPFB to set prices and determine production 
volumes. According to press reports 

Garcia Linera stated that nationalization would have seven 
characteristics: recouping state control over hydrocarbons 

at the wellhead 

commercialization 

companies 

distributing natural gas to the population 

companies that do not comply with the rules 

legal security to foreign investors. Soliz Rada stated that 

the transfer of gas ownership to the state would be 
accomplished through a supreme decree that would implement 
the provisions of the Hydrocarbons Law passed in May 2005 
particularly Article 5 which recoups the Bolivian state\'s 
ownership of hydrocarbons at the wellhead. 


3. (SBU) Soliz Rada explained that after the issuance of the 
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supreme decree 

between the GOB and the companies during which new contracts 
would be agreed upon. During this six-month period 

would conduct audits of the companies to determine the 
companiesY levels of investment and to reckon \"who owes whom 
between the government and the companies\" from the companies\' 
period of \"illegal operation\" between the late nineties and 

now. Soliz Rada claims the current contracts are 

unconstitutional because they were never approved by 

congress 

status allowing operations to continue. Before the new 

contracts are signed 

have to be approved by congress. Soliz Rada stated that this 
procedure would apply to all natural resource contracts. 


4. (SBU) Soliz Rada acknowledged that investment in the 
hydrocarbons sector had stalled 

a natural consequence for an industry \"in a period of 
transition" Responding to the Ambassador\'s probe 

that the gas export project to the United States proposed by 
former President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada was not a good 
deal for Bolivia and was no longer needed. The Minister 
claimed that Brazil and Argentina both wanted to greatly 
increase their purchases of Bolivian gas. Because Chile was 
prepared to buy gas for USD 6 to 8 per MCF 

regional gas prices would quickly rise allowing for upward 
adjustments in the prices paid by Brazil and Argentina for 
Bolivian gas. When asked about the possible export of gas to 
Chile 

discussions were underway to build thermoelectric plants in 
Tarija which could export electricity to Chile. 


U.S. Companies Concerned 

5. (SBU) Hydrocarbons companies are concerned for a variety 
of reasons. Ina March 16 meeting with Econoff 

from Transredes 

U.S. company Prisma 

yet to issue transportation regulations required to implement 
the May 2005 Hydrocarbons Law with respect to pipeline 
operations. Despite the delay and lack of assurances of its 
future operating environment 

has continued with the construction of an expanded pipeline 
(GAA) to bring fuel to the Altiplano. This project to 

increase pipeline capacity is on schedule to be completed in 
July. The GOB recently announced plans to construct an 
additional pipeline to bring gas to the Altiplano to meet 
growing demand. Transredes would be willing to work with the 
GOB to build this pipeline if the GOB clearly laid out the 

rules of the game. Minister Soliz Rada told the Ambassador 
on March 28 that the GOB is currently \"analyzing\" these 
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regulations. 


6. (SBU) On March 20 

Chaco 

us she was extremely concerned that the GOB is employing 
threats and \"extra-legal\" intimidation tactics to influence 

the companies in the negotiation process 

the companies in order to conquer them. The companies are 
particularly disturbed by government\'s heavy-handed and 
highly-politicized legal action against Repsol (septel). 

Chaco 

government take-over (reftel) 

pressure to invest in additional liquid petroleum gas (LPG) 
production under the constant shadow of possible government 
intervention. (Note: Approximately 45% of the shares of the 
previously state-owned companies were allocated to the 
pension fund manager during capitalization (partial 
privatization). End note.) Chaco currently produces about 
35% of Bolivia's LPG. Drakic explained that this production 

is subsidized by Chaco at USD 70/ton. The GOB has promised 
to issue a decree that would make the LPG plants profitable 
but has not yet done so. 


7. (SBU) Drakic said the GOB has not discussed its take-over 
plan with Chaco 

mechanism with the pension fund manager to transfer the 
shares held by the fund manager to YPFB. The GOB has not yet 
provided the companies with model contracts to which to 
migrate. Drakic continued 

state oil company) was advising YPFB on how to draft the 
contracts and gain ownership control over the capitalized 
companies; thus 

contracts in Venezuela to get an idea of what was coming. 


8. (SBU) Jorge Martignoni 

which is owned by U.S. company Occidental Petroleum 

on March 20 that Vintage has only had one courtesy call 
meeting with new GOB representatives 

Minister Soliz Rada and YPFB Director Jorge Alvarado 

the government transition. He said the government promised 
to deliver regulations that would provide benefits to 

producers with small fields 

but has yet to promulgate such regulations or provide Vintage 
with any information about when it might do so. Hydrocarbons 
Minister Soliz Rada told the Ambassador that producers with 
small fields will receive different treatment 

lower tax rates. Both Chaco and Vintage expressed concern 
that Petrobras 

thermoelectric projects with the GOB 

treatment over other companies. The President of Vintage 
stated that Vintage\'s future plans in Bolivia would depend on 
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the GOB\'s actions 
environment here 

look for additional markets 


9. (SBU) Comment: Tired of being in limbo 

companies welcome the expected release in April of the GOBVs 
\"nationalization\" plan. The companies appear willing to 
negotiate new contracts and work with YPFB in a cooperative 
manner as long as the GOB makes the rules of the game clear. 
However 

existing investors that their interests would be protected. 

The GOB\'s interpretation of the Bolivian Constitution\'s 
requirement to have all natural resource contracts approved 

by Congress will likely impact businesses in several other 
sectors 

investment. End comment. 

GREENLEE 
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as two issues which he would like to see addressed. Taking 
a pot-shot at European donors (principally Germany and 
Norway 

local elections) 

what is done with local government elections 

\"we Malwians\" should decide. He also called for the 
conference delegates to address the separation of powers 
and the mandate of the judiciary to interpret the 

constitution. The president noted that Malawi has amended 
its constitution some 100 times since 1994 

delegates to propose modifications that would make amending 
the constitution a rarer occurrence. 


3. (U) Poloffs met with Justice Elton Singini 

ofthe Malawi Law Commission 

review process. Singini said the impetus for a review dates 
back over two years 

Malewezi resigned from his party but maintained his 

position 

months of the Muluzi administration. The Law Commission has 
since convinced current president Bingu wa Mutharika to 
support the review 

serve as a wider 


4. (U) Singini singled out the recall provision 
hiring/firing of vice-presidents 

parliament 

issues that will garner the most attention in the review 
process. 
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5. (U) After the initial conference 

form a panel of experts to come up with proposed changes to 
the constitution. They will then hold a second conference 

in August to review the proposed changes. 


6. (SBU) Following this second conference 

Commission will will present the proposals to both 
Parliament and the Cabinet. Government must then take the 
changes to the floor of Parliament for passage. Government 
is under no obligation to take all of the Law Commissions 
proposals 

few. 


7. (U) Most changes to constitution would then have to be 
passed by a 2/3 majority in Parliament. However 

sections of the constitution require a general referendum to 
change them 

(primarily due to cost). 


8. (SBU) Comment: As reported previously (reftel) 
entire review process could well be hijacked by political 
issues of the day. Mutharika 

to put aside \"old grudges\" 

controversial issues (the floor-crossing provision) in his 
opening speech 

(Note: If the floor-crossing provision is left in the 
constitution 

Mutharika could lose up to half of his party\'s seats in 
Parliament.) 


9. (SBU) For his part 

the challenges the commission faces in effecting real 
change. And as one of the framers of the current 
constitution 

pitfalls and hurdles of this review process. End Comment. 
GILMOUR 
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Classified By: Ambassador 


1. (C) Summary: Socialist Party of Ukraine (SPU) leader 
Oleksandr Moroz told Ambassador and DCM March 29 that a 
reunited \"Maidan\" coalition of Our Ukraine 

Bloc (BYuT) 

and that he had told this to President Yushchenko during 
their March 28 consultations. The SPU Political Council had 
met mid-day March 28 and voted unanimously 

abstentions 

coalition based on the agreement of principles negotiated 
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between the three parties over the past two months. The 
\"grand coalition\" idea of the Maidan three plus Regions was 
only possible in theory 

unworkable. That said 

Regions partly into power 

giving them the governorships of four or five oblasts where 

the \"Blue\" party held sway 

Coal Ministry. Moroz dismissed the notion that the 

Socialists might join a Regions-Communist-Socialist 
\"Blue-Red-Pink\" coalition; he also rejected the possibility 

of the SPU joining Our Ukraine and Regions without BYuT. The 
key now 

come to a mutual accommodation with each other. End summary. 


Maidan reunited is the only option... 


2. (C) Socialist Party chief Oleksandr Moroz told Ambassador 
and DCM March 29 that the SPU Political Committee had met 
mid-day March 28 

Yushchenko. The Political Committee had decided unanimously 
with two abstentions 

trilateral coalition: Our Ukraine 

(note: this decision was reported in the press). Moroz had 

told Yushchenko this when they met later March 28. Moroz 
noted to Ambassador that the three parties had negotiated an 
agreement based on principles over the past two months; Moroz 
felt that the agreement should form the basis of the 

coalition 

to work out a mutual accommodation with each other. He 
personally saw no viable option to the Maidan team 
reunification. 


3. (C) Moroz supported the widely perceived notion that the 
largest stumbling block to an Orange rapprochement remained 
personality conflicts between Tymoshenko and not only 
Yushchenko 

ex-National Security and Defense Council Secretary Petro 
Poroshenko. Yushchenko\'s inner circle would do all that it 
could to prevent Tymoshenko from becoming Premier again 

it was Moroz\'s assessment that that group favored an Orange 
coalition if it could be arranged without Tymoshenko as PM. 
Our Ukraine\'s leaders knew that if they were to cut a deal 
with Regions 

base. 


4. (C) Moroz described a three-way meeting March 27 between 
PM Yekhanurov 

started as a Yekhanurov-Tymoshenko bilat. Tymoshenko felt 
that 240-250 MPs in the Rada that BYuT 

SPU would command would be enough to function normally; 
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Yushchenko at that point was looking for a wider base from 
which to govern. That meant Regions. 


...but best to cut Regions in partially 


5. (C) Moroz rejected the idea of a grand coalition of Our 
Ukraine 

joking that 400 Rada MPs would have to meet en masse every 
time a decision needed to be made. Moroz also rejected the 
idea of an Our Ukraine-SPU-Regions coalition 

Regions vs. Our Ukraine/Socialists ratio of Rada seats would 
be too unbalanced. Our Ukraine would be trying to use the 
Socialists as Videological cover\" in such an alliance 

Moroz would not allow that. He would only consider 
participating in a more balanced grand coalition that 

included BYuT 

non-starter for Tymoshenko 

unwieldy. Yushchenko knows my position on this matter 
added. 


6. (C) While Regions should not be in the coalition 
advocated bringing them \"into power" by offering the 
governorships of four-five oblasts in which they clearly 
dominated the political scene. Moroz said he had made this 
suggestion during his March 28 discussions with Yushchenko 
as they discussed ways of healing the divide (\"raskol\") in 
Ukraine (note: Moroz shared this suggestion with the media 
late March 28). He also did not rule out the possibility of 
offering Regions a token Ministry 

reestablished Coal Ministry 

Policy department 

Mining/Ferroalloy Department. 


7. (C) Moroz said that Tymoshenko was not opposed to this 
partial offering to Regions in order to give them a sense of 
belonging within the system of power 

out completely. That said 

Regions would agree to such a deal in the near future 

they were currently counting on negotiations between Our 
Ukraine and BYuT eventually collapsing 

to cut a deal with Our Ukraine. 


Disappointment with the Socialist showing 


8. (C) Moroz expressed disappointment with the SPU\'s 
fourth-place showing (note: 5.8 percent 

the vote tallied) 

machine throughout the country and had set 13 percent as its 
target. Moroz chalked up the underperformance to \"irrational 
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factors 

performance in office in supporting local favorites 

it be BYuT in Kiev oblast or Regions in Odesa oblast 
provinces in which the Socialists had expected to poll much 
stronger. 


9. (U) Visit Embassy Kiev\'s classified website at: 
www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/kiev. 
Herbst 
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wrong 

had no proper training. And | thought 

guidance for this?" After moving to Saudi Arabia three 
years ago to work for the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry 

mistakes and began volunteering for the Centennial Fund. He 
assumed his present 

year 


3. (U) The pilot program was given a start-up budget of 
approximately 5 million Saudi Riyals and aimed to fund an 
initial 20 projects at up to SR200 

was the result primarily of TashkandiVs fundraising efforts 
and was donated by some of the country's largest companies 
including SABIC 

Juffali Brothers. In response to a series of newspaper 
advertisements soliciting applications from aspiring 
entrepreneurs ranging in age from 18 to 35 

applications were received. CF narrowed these down to 100 
semi-finalists 

on how to conduct a feasibility study of their proposals. 

This included assessments of fixed costs 

potential revenues 


4. (U) Though only 20 young entrepreneurs were ultimately 
selected (nearly 30 percent of whom were women) 

claimed that the experience of the feasibility studies still 

left the other applicants with a tangible skill. \"I looked 

for passion (in making the selections) 

we chose people who had no other means of realizing their 
goals.\" The focus was on working with entrepreneurs outside 
of the country's three main cities; five-year 

loans were given to participants in the Eastern Province 
Abha 


INNOVATION LEADS TO MARKED SUCCESS 
5. (U) Following the selection process 


series of orientation programs to help the entrepreneurs 
flesh out their ideas and develop concrete business plans. 
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Abdulaty explained that CF\'s strength above other 
micro-financing programs is its ability to use SAGIA 
resources to facilitate licensing. He called SAGIA a 
\"one-stop shop 

representatives from 12 different ministries. Specific cases 
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highlight CFYs successes. One SR180 

luggage porter in Medina 

could carry several bags via forklift to and from visiting 
buses instead of hand-carrying them. By charging a mere 
SR2.5 per pilgrim 

the one-month Hajj pilgrimage 

laborer earning a few thousand riyals a month to a well-off 
businessman. His idea to provide more efficient service and 
to increase dramatically the number of bags he can transport 
in a day has apparently caught on 

in the area are now seeking funding to start similar 
businesses. 


6. (U) An equally innovative approach was taken by a loan 
recipient in the Eastern Province 

women-run telemarketing firm in the country. With very 

little overhead 

businesses in her first four months that she has been able to 
hire eight other female employees to place marketing calls. 
Abdulaty used this as an example of the multiplier effect 
that successful businesses can have on the economy 
employment not just for CF\'s \"clients\" but for others. 
Additional Fund projects include a facility for recycling 

used oil from mechanics shops 

variety of retail stores. Despite the fact that each 
entrepreneur is assigned a mentor and that Abdulaty visits 
the small businesses regularly 

the projects have needed more attention and assistance than 
others. Always positive 

case studies for the next group. 


7. (C) COMMENT: Though the Centennial Fund was created under 
the auspices of a government body 

public/private partnership such as those now in vogue in the 
US. Abdulaty insists that it maintains its complete 
independence 

government connection does anything but help the 
entrepreneurs to meet regulatory requirements quickly. CF 
received some initial guidance from Youth Business 
International 

Business Leaders Forum 

international cooperation. According to Abdulaty 
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fund a total of 100 small business loans in 2006 and would 
welcome USG assistance in training the young entrepreneurs 
and refining the program\'s structure 

component. END COMMENT 

Gfoeller 


3. (9) King Abdullah told General Pace that Saudi Arabia and 
the U.S. enjoyed \"a strong and historic relationship.\" King 
Abdullah focused much of the meeting on the situation in Iraq 
and the insurgency threat in the Kingdom (reported septels) 
and 

threat assessment of the Kingdom and an assessment of RSAF 
capabilities 

for improvements. The King suggested that Vice President 
Cheney 

assessments in the past. General Twitchell told the King 

that the USAF team would arrive in the Kingdom the following 
week to meet with RSAF counterparts and develop teams. The 
King was pleased to hear that the USAF team would be arriving 
soon 

quickly as possible." 


4. (S) Crown Prince Sultan opened his meeting with General 
Pace with hearty praise for the U.S.-Saudi military 
relationship. He said that Saudi Arabia \"has never forgotten 
the cooperation from our friends Cheney 

Schwarzkopf" after Iraq\'s 1990 invasion of Kuwait. He told 
General Pace that V'no one objected to the 400 

in the Kingdom" during the Gulf War and that Saudi Arabia 
will never forget George Bush Sr.\'s help in restoring the 
sovereignty of Kuwait. Crown Prince Sultan added that he has 
Vbeen around\" for 12 U.S. Secretaries of Defense 

to Secretary McNamara 

differences 

his own meeting with General Pace 

echoed his father's sentiments. He spoke highly of the U.S. 
leadership during the Gulf War 

the campaign V'to protect Riyadh and the cities of the Middle 
East was launched in Washington." He said the U.S.-Saudi 
military relationship went even further than that because \"we 
shed blood together 


Column 3 

Prince Khalid said he was always optimistic about the 
relationship 

differences 

bilateral military cooperation was even better now than it 
was in 2000 

cooperation was 

friend. 


5. (S) Crown Prince Sultan also said that he believes that 

90% of the terrorist problem in the Kingdom has been taken 
care of 

that Saudi citizens are helping to increase the Kingdom\'s 
security by reporting suspected terrorist activities. He 

added that even religious leaders who had been accused of 
supporting terrorism are now working against extremism in the 
mosques and local communities. He expressed his hope that the 
proposed International Counter- Terrorism Center would be 
established soon. Crown Prince Sultan also said that he hopes 
to see the return of dependent family members of U.S. 

military personnel in the Kingdom 

officers to be satisfied." In his meeting with Prince 

Khalid 

counterterrorism efforts and noted that joint 

counterterrorism exercises were scheduled for July and 
August. Prince Khalid welcomed the joint exercises 
commenting that (the war on terrorism) \"is an international 
war 

terrorists. He remarked that 

the Interior 

improved now 

said the first priority of MODA and the SANG was to support 
the counterterrorism efforts. 


6. (S) Crown Prince Sultan presented General Pace with three 
priority items: 1) to convene the Military Joint Planning 
Committee (MJPC)/Military Working Group of the Strategic 
Dialogue; 2) to initiate U.S. - Saudi joint land forces 

exercises; and 3) to obtain advanced U.S. missiles for the 
Royal Saudi Air Force (RSAF). Crown Prince Sultan said that 
King Abdullah has recently allocated Wa big chunk of money!" 
to modernize the Saudi Armed Forces and that accelerating the 
MJPC/Strategic Dialogue talks would help guide the SAG in 
this modernization effort. General Pace said that U/S of 
Defense Eric Edelman is ready to meet his counterpart 

Khalid bin Sultan 

dates to begin the discussions. 
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7. (S) Prince Khalid outlined a number of priority bilateral 
military issues 

problem. He noted that recent meetings on these issues had 
been fruitful. Like King Abdullah 

planned visit by the USAF assessment team. He also noted 
RSAF complaints concerning a lack of agreement on equipment 
purchases 

told General Pace that the issue of a datalink with the 

Patriot missile systems was being worked out. Prince Khalid 
declined to comment on the Military Working Group issue 
saying only that the new committee was something for the 
Embassy and others to work out. 


8. (S) Land Forces Exercise: Both Crown Prince Sultan and 
Prince Sultan spoke favorably of the U.S.-Saudi joint 
exercises conducted with the Air Force and Navy. However 
they noted that despite an agreement two years ago 

with the U.S. Army have not yet taken place. Crown Prince 
Sultan acknowledged that planned exercises had been postponed 
because of the Iraq War 

Saudi Land Forces obtain most of its weapons from the U.S. 
joint training activities are necessary. Prince Khalid told 
General Pace that he had been disappointed with the proposal 
that the planned \"Friendship 1\" exercise be conducted at the 
battalion- rather than brigade level. He indicated that he 

had hoped that \"Friendship 1\" would be treated like U.S. 

joint exercises with Egypt and other countries. 


9. (S) General Pace said that a U.S. Army delegation will be 
in the Kingdom this summer for counterterrorism training and 
that the U.S. is ready to re-start joint ground forces 
exercises. He told the Crown Prince and Prince Khalid that 
contemplated land forces exercises were an important 
opportunity for both the U.S. and Saudi Arabia. However 
pointed out that 20 U.S. brigades were presently in Iraq and 
Afghanistan 

commitment that made it difficult to plan future exercises. 
Prince Khalid acknowledged the commitment 

a \"good start" could be made with a battalion-level exercise. 
He reiterated MODA enthusiasm for a land forces exercise 
noting the highly-successful joint air forces exercises were 
an opportunity the land forces had never had. General Pace 
said U.S. military planners would be happy to work with a 
Saudi team on such an exercise. 


10. (S) Prince Sultan pressed General Pace for the U.S. to 
provide the RSAF with advanced missiles for its F-15/S 

fighters 

without advanced weaponry.\" General Pace agreed that having 
the same weapons systems as the U.S. military fosters 
inter-operability 
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the weapons acquisition process 
to \"not give up\" on the U.S. 


11. (U) General Pace has cleared the text of this cable. 
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allowed to develop on its own terms. On Georgia 

judged the recent JCC meeting productive and noted that 
Russia would likely sign a technical agreement with Georgia 
on the withdrawal from Russian bases on March 31. He said 
that Russia would hold expert-level talks with Georgia (and 
Moldova) before imposing any ban on wine imports. Russia was 
ready to participate in Five Plus Two talks involving 
Transnistria he said 

participation might be complicated by ongoing talks about 
forming a government. End Summary. 


Ukraine 


2. (C) DFM Karasin said that Russia had closely followed 
the Ukrainian parliamentary election campaign and judged it 
to be a normal" political process which had led to an 
election with no clear winner. The Ukrainian electorate was 
divided. Yushchenko\'s Our Ukraine suffered at the polls 
because of economic developments since the Orange Revolution 
and political infighting 

demonstrated it was a force to be reckoned with in Ukrainian 
politics. More interesting to Karasin was the strong showing 
by Bloc Yulia Tymoshenko; he thought that the ball would be 
in her court to form a government. Responding to the 
Ambassador\'s query about a likely timeline for government 
formation 

we are now watching the first act 

intrigue 

unpredictable twists and turns. 


3. (C) Karasin said that Russia was looking forward to a 
serious partnership with whatever government was formed 
because of the wide range of political and economic ties 
linking Kiev and Moscow. Now that the elections were over 
it was likely that the Putin-Yushchenko bilateral commission 
might finally meet for the first time. Karasin 

co-chairs working group discussions on the Black Sea Fleet 
said that group had agreed to divide outstanding issues among 
several subgroups 

long and complex 

need to be sorted out. In the end 
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resolution of these issues will depend on the sprit of the 
negotiations. 


Nagorno-Karabakh 


4. (C) Karasin expressed appreciation for A/S Fried\'s 

readout of his recent visit to Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

Karasin shares the view that there is an opening for progress 
on Nagaorno-Karabakh that should be tested. He suggested 
that a joint visit in the next few weeks would be useful 

noting that 'unusual approaches\" are sometimes necessary to 
shake up the situation and prod the parties\' thinking. He 

also mentioned that he is planning another trip of his own to 
the South Caucasus in April. 


Belarus 


5. (C) Reflecting on Lukashenko\'s March 19 reelection 
Karasin said that he shared the views of the majority of the 
Russian political class that Lukashenko was genuinely popular 
among Belarusians. There were disagreements among 
Belarusians about the course Lukashenko was pursuing 
such differences were completely normal in any society. 
Karasin said Russia did not understand efforts in the West to 
use sanctions to punish the Belarusian government -- Minsk 
had no nuclear weapons and was not pursuing dangerous 
activities against its neighbors. It simply sought to 

develop on its own terms. 
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6. (C) The Ambassador underlined that the U.S. and EU had 
been very clear in our views about the conduct of the 
Belarusian election and its aftermath. Referring to comments 
Karasin had made to U/S Burns and the Ambassador in February 
(ref B) 

believed Lukashenko would take now that the election was 
over to open up a political space in Belarus. Karasin noted 
that Lukashenko had permitted demonstrations and political 
opposition -- up to a point -- and argued that the pace of 

any future opening would depend on Lukashenko 

outside pressures. 


7. (C) Karasin confirmed that Russia and Belarus would take 
up discussions on gas prices in the near future. Moscow 
wanted a deal that was profitable 

market mechanisms. On Union State negotiations 
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hold out any prospects for a prompt conclusion to talks. 
Karasin noted that Moscow would soon mark the tenth 
anniversary of the opening of discussions and that some 
particularly difficult questions about status remained 
unresolved. 


Georgia 


8. (C) Turning to Georgia 

that bilateral relations had taken a positive turn. Georgia 
and South Ossetian representatives at the March 27-28 Joint 
Control Committee (JCC) meeting in Vladikavkaz had 
constructive discussions. Talks about security guarantees 
and economic projects had been positive 

JCC meeting 

discussions 

that the technical agreement on withdrawing Russian troops 
and bases from Georgia would likely be signed on March 31 in 
Sochi. 


9. (C) Karasin was direct in raising Russian concerns about 
Georgia\'s pursuit of NATO membership. Georgia was now in 
talks with NATO on a Membership Action Plan 

same time its recently enunciated national security doctrine 

had identified Russia as its most likely military opponent. 
Karasin asked how these two points should be understood. The 
Ambassador responded by pointing out that Georgia was at the 
early stages in the process of seeking NATO membership and 
that many steps would have to be taken before it could be 
considered for membership. While this process was ongoing 

it was important for Russia and NATO members to have candid 
discussions 


10. (C) The Ambassador expressed concern about reported 
remarks made by Gennadiy Bukayev 

concerning Russian plans to join North and South Ossetia into 

a new entity under Russian control. Karasin backpedaled 
explaining that press reports about what Bukayev had said 
perhaps had given an incorrect impression. Bukayev had been 
discussing economic integration projects in North and South 
Ossetia 

political integration had not been made clear. In any event 
Bukayev had attended the JCC meeting in Vladikavkaz and would 
thus have been available to provide a personal explanation to 
the Georgian representatives. Karasin said Russia\'s policy 
remains that the future of South Ossetia should be settled 
through talks in the existing JCC mechanism. 

11. (C) The Ambassador raised reports of a ban by Moscow on 
the import of Georgian and Moldovan wine. While Karasin said 
that phytosanitary standards were beyond his expertise 
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claimed that Russia was willing to hold discussions with 
Georgia (and Moldova) at an expert level to explain Russia\'s 
\"technical\" decision before the ban went into place. He 
dismissed reports that Moscow\'s decision on wine imports was 
tied to possible Russian-Georgian discussions on Russia\'s WTO 
accession. (Note: Both the Moldovan and Georgian Embassies 
in Moscow told us March 29 that imports have in fact been 
halted. Both say they have been unsuccessfully seeking 
meetings at the expert level 

Economy in Moscow since March 28 

interlocutor. End note.) 


Moldova 


12. (C) Karasin noted that the \"humanitarian\" convoy of 
medical supplies Russia had sent to Transnistria had finally 
arrived after extended discussions with Kiev about the 
convoy\'s progress through Ukraine. He claimed that the 
shipment had primarily consisted of medicines that were in 
short supply. He suggested again 

Ambassador last week 

aimed less at any real Whumanitarian catastrophe\" than at 
domestic political opinion in Russia. On Five Plus Two 
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talks 

the situation 

Russia was ready for productive talks. Karasin acknowledged 
that Kiev\'s continuing focus on forming a government might 
lead to complications in moving forward. 


NGO Law 


13. (C) Responding to Karasin\'s question about U.S. 

attitudes towards Russia\'s NGO laws 

that implementation of the law would be a critical issue. He 
suggested the MFA and Justice Ministry be transparent in 
explaining to NGOs and the media the approach the government 
would take in implementing the law. 

BURNS 
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The Roma were not a factor according to Peko 

easily manipulated 

He mentioned that many politicians use Roma in the common 
practice of \"chain\" voting. (Note: Chain voting is a process 

in which a non-Roma \"handler\" goes in to vote and brings out 
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the blank ballot. He then fills it out and gives itto a 

Roma who gets a blank ballot but drops the filled out ballot 

in the box. When that Roma comes out he gives the blank 
ballot to the handler in exchange for a bribe and then the 
handler fills out the blank ballot and gives it to the next 

Roma voter and so on. As other inhabitants of eastern Hungary 
have noted (see ref b) Peko said that the number of all-Roma 
or majority-Roma villages were increasing. He claimed that 
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this was due to the higher Roma birthrate and the fact that 
while the high unemployment rate is driving many villagers to 
the city 


10. (SBU) Poloffs also met with Attila Kantar 

a public school in one of Nyiregyhaza\'s communist-era 
\"planned\" communities. Kantar said that while national 
issues were important to local voters 

key local issue. Kantar noted a recent trend of increased 
enrollment at the school and attributed this to villagers who 
were moving to the city to take advantage of its low 
unemployment rate. For his students and their families 
deciding factor in their choice of career tracks was job 
security. Kantar said that MSZP would win at least one seat 
in Nyiregyhaza and maybe two along with four seats outside 
the city. Kantar said he was of the perception that 

religious involvement in politics was a growing trend. His 
views of Roma as a political force were that of other 
interlocutors 

Roma and \"country\" Roma 

less likely to be manipulated. 


11. (SBU) Dr. Joszef Varadi 

the FIDESZ line. He told Poloffs that the unemployment 
situation in the countryside would actually help MSZP because 
the unemployed \"sit around all day watching TV\" and so are 
easily manipulated. Varadi attributed the increasing power 

of MSZP in the region to the local paper being owned by a 
Vleft-wing German news consortium.\" Varadi decried the lack 
of values among MSZP and SZDSZ and said they did not care 
about Hungary\'s decreasing population 

abortion and \"loose\" interpretations of marriage. The priest 
cited Orban\'s protectionist ideas as a good thing 

that multinational corporations are taking jobs away. Varadi 
said that it did not matter if the Church tried to get 
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involved in politics 

congregation what to do they would be too \"insensitive to the 
issues to do anything.\" Varadi thought that SZDSZ\'s handling 
of education and the attempts to force school integration of 
Roma had damaged the educational system and done nothing for 
the Roma. (Comment: Despite the strong opinions expressed 
Varadi presented them calmly and matter of factly 

humor.) Despite being so obviously a FIDESZ supporter 
stopped short of making any predictions for the county 

saying that all the races were unpredictable and too close to 
call. 


12. (U) Visit U.S. Embassy Budapest\'s Classified website at: 
www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/budapest/index.cfm. 
REEKER 
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complaint against the FSLN leadership 

had accompanied the CPDH representatives on their second trip 
to the coast and will be with them for the third trip as 

well. Coleman stated that the CPDH investigation has been 
well received by the local population. Coleman emphasized 
that the Miskito community wants to be sure that the USG will 
see their case through to the end and not lose interest 
midway. Coleman opined that failure to pursue the case to an 
IACHR verdict would be devastating to victims and their 
families 

Coleman) who are putting their lives and credibility on the 

line by taking on the formidable FSLN political machine. 


7. (C) Coleman shared that other prominent leaders of the 
Yatama political party of which Coleman is a part have been 
bought by the FSLN 

leader Brooklyn Rivera 

undermine the CPDH investigation and persuade Miskitos to 
change their stories in return for FSLN largesse. According 
to Coleman 

and blaming the USG for all 1980s rights abuses on the coast 
while Rivera is more subtly arguing against the investigation 
behind the scenes. 

TRIVELLI 
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Martyrs\" seemed to be made up of disgruntled or former 
Polisario members living in the Canary Islands 

not significant.\" Planas pointedly did not reiterate Spanish 
concern about Van Walsum\'s remarks on pulling the Security 
Council back from the Sahara dispute or US interest in 
downsizing MINURSO. On migration 

disappointment with Algeria\'s apparent decision not to 
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participate in the July regional conference in Rabat 

Planas said enjoyed EU buy-in. Planas was interested in a 
recent International Republican Institute (IRI) poll that 
appeared in the March 18 issue of Moroccan weekly Le Journal 
which indicated strong support for Morocco\'s Islamist party. 
The conversation touched briefly on the upcoming NATO 
High-level event in Rabat 

narcotics. End Summary. 


Western Sahara 


2. (C) Continuing a series of reciprocal lunches 

Ambassador Planas Puchades hosted Ambassador Riley and 
Polcouns to lunch at the Spanish residence on March 20. 

Planas was accompanied by his new DCM and previously Spanish 
Ambassador in Nigeria 

Morocco the previous week. 


3. (C) Planas said the GOS was following with great interest 

the King\'s much-anticipated visit to Western Sahara (March 
20-25; see ref A). Ambassador Riley noted we were also 
following the visit with interest. Planas said Spain\'s 

primary message to Morocco at this point was one he believed 
we shared: Morocco should present a credible autonomy plan. 
Planas said Spain would need to review the plan before taking 

a position on it 

\"comfort and support" to the GOM to produce a serious plan. 
Planas was somewhat dismissive of the consultation process 
with Moroccan political parties 

parties meetings with Palace advisor Mohamed Moatassim were 
\"not really an exchange. He said 

conferences such as that held by the PUD and FC several weeks 
ago (Ref B) \"were okay.\" Planas said the Spanish have been 
clear with Morocco that the autonomy plan must be concrete 
and not conservative. Ambassador Riley said this was a key 

US message as well. 


4. (C) Planas said the reported split within the Polisario 
(the so-called Ligne de Martyrs 

significant. These were mostly individuals based in the 
Canary Islands. While the split itself was not significant 
Planas believed there was growing frustration in Tindouf 

it might not be related solely to pressure for negotiation. 
Planas noted that the Polisario cause continued to resonate 
with Spaniards 

year as families back in Spain opened their doors to 
5000-10 


5. (C) Planas did not echo GOS concern about the possible 
backing off of the Western Sahara conflict by the Security 
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Council as advocated by UN Envoy Van Walsum; nor he did 
express concern about a possible MINURSO drawdown. 


Migration 


6. (C) Planas said there continued to be good cooperation 
between Morocco and Spain on migration issues 

after the unfortunate deaths on the frontiers of the Spanish 
enclaves last fall. Planas said the GOS was pleased Morocco 


had announced it was holding a regional conference on 
migration in Rabat in July 

apparently decided not to participate (he actually said 
Algeria\'s non-participation was \"dangerous.\") on the ground 
that the AU was already organizing migration conferences. 
The Rabat conference 

France and the EU 

the growth of trafficking networks in the region 

some migrants bought \"travel packs\" (a package of movements 
-- by road 

phase -- to get one to the desired destination) 

his information cost thousands of dollars 

that one would ever reach the destination. 


Islamists 


7. (C) Planas had read with interest recent coverage in 
Moroccan weekly Le Journal of an American poll on Moroccan 
political attitudes (the poll was conducted by the 
International Republican Institute but was not intended to be 
shared with the press; according to IRI 

parties that had helped with the poll likely leaked it. Full 
details and embassy analysis of the results can be found in 
Ref C). Planas said the results 

likely PJD victory in the 2007 parliamentary elections 

very interesting. Planas said even if it won many seats the 
PJD probably would not be able to govern without a 
coalition. Other political parties are being slow to 
democratize 

little dynamism in the ranks. The PJD seems to be following 
the Erdogan path 


NATO High-Level Event 


8. (C) Planas raised Morocco\'s hosting of the upcoming NATO 
High-Level Event (April 6-7 in Rabat) and said it was an 
important event for Morocco 

meeting of NATO and Med Dialogue Defense Ministers in 
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Taormina in February. Planas added that the upcoming 50th 
anniversary of the Moroccan Armed Forces was also a showcase 
event for Morocco 

robustly. (Comment: we are firming up a robust US 
participation in the 50th Anniversary of the FAR celebrations 
and have tentatively secured a DV embarkation onboard a U.S. 
aircraft carrier as part of the event. End Comment). 
Ambassador Riley thanked Planas for Spanish support for the 
recent planning conference for an upcoming exercise 

Express 

Spanish naval officers for a week in Rabat. 


Spanish Investment 


9. (C) Ambassador Riley noted Spain\'s announcement in 
February of a 200 million Euro plan to facilitate small and 
medium-sized enterprises in Morocco. (Spain is Morocco 
second largest investor). Planas said he hoped the plan 
would assist Spanish enterprises but said Morocco remained a 
challenging place to do business given lack of transparency. 
In terms of providing aid to Morocco Ambassador Riley said 
there ought to be better coordination among donors and 
suggested small meetings for donors for specific regions in 
Morocco 

especially given the MCA activities. Planas agreed and 
pointed out that two thirds of Spanish aid to Morocco went to 
the northern part of the country. 


Narcotics 


10. (SBU) Planas noted that Spain was developing plans to 
promote tobacco production in Larache province (between Rabat 
and Tangiers) as a way of promoting alternatives to narcotics 
cultivation in northern Morocco. 

Visit Embassy RabatVs Classified Website; 

http://www. state.sgov.gov/p/nea/rabat 
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hatred\" and showing \"the close link between ROJ TV and (the) 
PKK.\" The Turks also have passed the package to the Belgian 
MFA 

investigations into PKK media outlets in Belgium 

toward closing such outlets 

ROJ-TV and BRD Corporation Media Production Company -- 
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located in Danderleew 


2. (S) Post has worked to coordinate approaches to the 
Belgians on the PKK with the Turkish embassy 

Department directives. The Turks are responding by 
attempting to provide more information to the Belgians and 
keeping Embassy informed. We will follow up to ensure that 
this material is filtering to the security services. 


3. (SBU) Post has forwarded the package via confidential 
pouch to EUR/UBI desk for appropriate dissemination. 


KOROLOGOS 
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the AU forces\' expenditures in Darfur from six months 
starting from 10/01/06.\" Preambular language includes 
reference to the AU PSC resolution of 10 March 

to UNSCR 1663. Both the resolution and the final communiqu 
stress that the introduction of V'any other forces requires 

the pre-approval of the Sudan government. MFA Minister of 
State Sammani aggressively rejected UN rehatting in comments 
to Charge 

language relating to AL support for AMIS referred to the 
coming six months only. As expected 

gathering provided a friendlier context for Sudan than the AU 
summit 2 months ago; President Bashir was named head of the 
AL for the next year 

may not have gotten all it wanted from the meeting 

no doubt spin this language as a significant victory. Having 
received a commitment by the AL to support AMIS forces 
financially (including beyond October 1) 

argue that the lack of funding for an African peacekeeping 
force can no longer be used as a rationale in support of UN 
rehatting. End Summary and comment. 


2. (U) Arab League SYG Amre Moussa read the final Khartoum 
Communiqu at the end of the summit on March 29. Language 
on Sudan follows: 


- We welcome and support the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
reached in Sudan as well as the steps taken to implement this 
agreement. We call on all the concerned regional and 

international organizations to work towards restoring peace 

and stability in Sudan and to support and help in 

rehabilitation of the South and the war-affected areas. We 

also call on the international community and the donors to 
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fulfill their obligations towards boosting the comprehensive 
development process in Sudan. 


-- We call on the parties to the conflict of Darfur peace 

talks to intensify their efforts to reach a final and 
comprehensive peace settlement to the conflict. We confirm 
our support and cooperation with the African Union in its 
efforts to maintain the cease fire and to solve the problem. 
Sending any other forces requires the pre-approval of Sudan 
government. We intend to increase the Arab force currently 
with in the African Union and we also intend to support it 
financially and logistically to enable it to carry on its 

duties. 


3. (U) A separate resolution on Sudan was also approved by 
the Arab leaders. Relevant portions follow (full text at 
para . 7): 


-- Affirmation of continuation of the African Union efforts 
and accomplishment of its mission in handling Darfur 
crisis(.; affirmation of sending other forces to the region 
requires previous approval of the Government of the Sudan; 
demand of the Arab States to provide financial and material 
support for the African Union Mission to enable it to 
continue its duties and demand of the Arab African States to 
reinforce their participation in the AU forces and observers 
in Darfur region. 


-- To bear the AU forces 
months starting from 10/01/2006. 


- To work on quick political and diplomatic moves with all 
parties concerned with the Darfur question and to give 
priority to the comprehensive peaceful solution. 


-- To call upon the negotiating parties in the Sudanese 

peace talks on Darfur in Abuja for working decisively and to 
expedite reaching a final comprehensive settlement agreement 
regarding Darfur crisis during the present round of 
negotiations. 


4. (U) In his closing remarks as the new President of the 
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AL 

universalization\" (as translated simultaneously during the 
speech) of a Darfur force. He thanked the AL for financing 
an AU troop presence 

solidarity. 
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5. (C) MFA Minister of State Sammani confirmed the text of 
a Reuters report (before we had seen and translated the 
actual resolution) that Sudan had indeed received a 
commitment from the AL to pay for an AU force in Dafur 
after/after October 1. When pressed on UNSCR 1663 and the AU 
request for rehatting 

Rehatting would be counterproductive. The rebels\' 
intransigence is simply growing as they await an 
international force. They are simply biding their time in 
Abuja. \"We are not anti-UN 

But 

terms of the Abuja negotiations.\" 


6. (C) Iraqi FM Zebari provided Cairo poloff and Charge his 
version of what happened. In what he described as a very 
interesting closed meeting March 28 (principal plus one 
only) 

Syria/Lebanon and Iraq (septel on non-Darfur). On Darfur 
recounted that he had been the only official present to warn 
Bashir against his intransigence. Zebari said he told Bashir 
to take what happened to Saddam as an example: it made no 
sense to cross the will of the international community. 
Zebari told us there was general agreement reached to 
increase support for AMIS 

troops. Yemen had pushed hard on this 

but Egypt said it would not send troops. When pressed 
whether this support was offered up until October 1 
explicitly after October 1 

offered for the coming six months. (Comment: This is not 
what is in the text 

Zebari was simply confused -- he seemed well aware of the 
issue 

Sudanese.) 


7. (U) Full text of Sudan/Darfur resolution: 


SUPPORT OF PEACE 
THE SUDAN: 


At the Summit level 


-- After review of the: 
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-- The General Secretariat memorandum 
And the Secretary General 


It affirms its previous resolutions in this regard 


It affirms respect of the sovereignty of the Sudan 

of its territory and its independence and demands all States 
to emphasize this commitment practically and support the 
efforts toward realizing peace and national conciliation 
between its people. 


-- It expresses its utmost concern toward the development of 
the situation in Darfur and the humanitarian crisis that the 
displaced ) from Darfur people and those refugees in Chad- 
are facing. 


-- As it welcomes the African Security and Peace Council 
resolution issued on 03/10/2006 in Addis Ababa. 


-- As it affirms implementation of the comprehensive peace 
agreement in Sudan in the Kenyan capital 

01/09/2006 concluded between the Government of the Sudan and 
the Sudan People 


IT DECIDES: 


FIRST: DARFUR ISSUE: 
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(1) Affirmation of continuation of the African Union efforts 

and accomplishment of its mission in handling the Darfur 

crisis particularly in sponsoring the political mediation and 

its support and observation of the cease-fire; affirmation of 
sending other forces to the region requires previous approval 
of the Government of the Sudan; demand of the Arab States to 
provide financial and material support for the African Union 
Mission to enable it to continue its duties and demand of the 
Arab African States to reinforce their participation in the 

AU forces and observers in Darfur region. 


(2) To bear the AU forces 
months starting from 10/01/2006. 


(3) To work on quick political and diplomatic moves with all 
parties concerned of Darfur question and to give priority to 
the comprehensive peaceful solution. 


(4) To call upon the negotiating parties in the Sudanese 
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peace talks on Darfur in Abuja to work decisively and to 
expedite reaching a final comprehensive settlement agreement 
regarding Darfur crisis during the present round of 
negotiations. 


(5) Appreciation of the role played by the Arab Libyan 

People Socialist Jamahiyria to end the tense situation 
between the Republic of the Sudan and the Republic of Chad; 
to underscore the importance of implementing Tripoli 
Declaration concluded in 02/08/2006 for the keenness of 
normalizing relations between the two sisterly neighbors. 


(6) To provide urgent support to Sudan to reinforce its 

efforts for handling the humanitarian crisis and to restore 
security and stability in Dafur; extending gratitude to the 
member States that provided humanitarian assistance to Darfur 
region; calling the member States 

ministerial councils and native Arab association to provide 
urgent humanitarian assistance to affirm their existence in 
Darfur region to provide humanitarian aid to the affected. 


(7) To extend gratitude to the Arab States 

associations that had immediately responding to provide 
humanitarian assistance to the affected to Darfur people. To 
call upon all Arab parties including the expert Arab 
organizations and native organizations to affirm their 
existence in Darfur region and the refugees 

urgent humanitarian relief operations to the affected. 


(8) To appreciate the positive participation of the Arab 

League in the peace talks between the Government of the Sudan 
and the armed movements in Darfur that are held under the AU 
auspices in Abuja 

efforts with the concerned parties to reach a final solution 

of the crisis. 


8. (U) Tripoli minimize considered. 
STEINFELD 
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PLAYING FOR TIME 


2. (C) Nabih Berri is convinced that the national dialogue 

has exhausted all of its options. On March 28 

political director told us that he and the speaker believe 

the selection of names for the presidency and the weapons of 
Hizballah cannot be resolved by the dialogue. A consensus 
among Christians is needed around the presidency and Syria 
and Iran must be addressed to secure Hizballah\'s weapons. In 
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answer to the question of why the dialogue continues 

told us a joke. A man agrees 

teach a King\'s donkey to sing. When asked why he would 
accept such an impossible task 

over time 

sing. Hamdan expects the dialogue to continue until sometime 
in April. Berri is simply playing out the clock and hoping 

for the best. The best case scenario 

resolution of the presidency issue among the Christians. 
Hamdan said the Shia couldnt accept that the Sunni will 
select the next president in unfair 

Hamdan recognizes it is unlikely for Michel Aoun and the 
other Christians to reach agreement. So 

see the Maronite Patriarch 

Maronites 

that the parliament could discuss them. If the Patriarch 
refuses this role 

clearly tell Lahoud to step down. There is no authority 
short of Cardinal Sfeir\'s high office that could pull the 
Christians together. If none of this happens 

believes Emile Lahoud will finish his term in office. Hamdan 
said that Berri sees no advantage in asking Lahoud to leave 
office until he has assurances that someone acceptable will 
replace Lahoud. 


3. (C) The Syrians are playing for time 

wondered out loud why both Syria and Michel Aoun wanted new 
parliamentary elections. For Hamdan 

convergence of Syrian and Aounist interests was at hand. 

Aoun may sincerely wish to change the balance of power in the 
parliament with new elections. But the Syrians recognize 

that by the time new elections could be organized and carried 
out Lahoud will have finished his term in peace. Now 

majority had to figure out a way to rule with Lahoud in 

place 

of the GOL\'s election commission to produce a recommendation 
for a new law within the time allotted. V'This was their 

thing. No one was blocking them. But they failed 

Hamdan. 


THE PRESIDENCY--A GOAL PURSUED IN HASTE 


4. (C) Akram Shuhhayyeb is a member of Walid Jumblatt\'s 
parliamentary bloc. He is dedicated to the ouster of Emile 
Lahoud and to the permanent retreat of Syrian influences in 
Lebanon. On March 28 

knowledge that Emile Lahoud will finish his term in office. 
Shuhhayyeb put some of the blame on Saad Hariri for the 
present stalemate. He said that Jumblatt 

other allies received assurances from Hariri that external 
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pressure on Damascus would remove Lahoud from office. That 
pressure was to come from the U.S. 

Arabia. Saad had received these assurances from the Saudis. 
The pressure did not come as expected and Lahoud is firmly 

in office. 


5. (C) Now 
it power to influence events. Shuhhayyeb said it took some 
effort to convince Walid Jumblatt to attend the March 27 
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session. The region and the wider world control all of 
Lebanon\'s prerogatives on the presidency and on foreign 
relations 

accord with one another 

candidate to support. The majority in parliament can\'t 

accept Emile Lahoud or Michel Aoun. The decision about who 
runs Lebanon is closely tied to the fate of Hizballah 

it is the business of Iran and Syria. Syrian supporters in 
Lebanon will not move against the present resident in Baabda 
palace without approval from Damascus and this means a return 
of Syrian influence in Lebanese affairs. 


6. (C) Without agreement on who is to follow him 

parliament will not be able to remove Lahoud by 

constitutional action. Shuhhayyeb reckoned that any move 
against Lahoud from the floor would require Aoun or Berri\'s 
full participation. Neither man would be willing to move 

until the successor to Lahoud was named. Shuhhayyeb was not 
certain that in Hizballah\'s case that successor would be 

Aoun. He said that Hizballah Secretary General Hassan 
Nasrallah had made it plain 

Hariri 

Saad Hariri would not put forward any names unpalatable to 
Nasrallah. So the road to progress was blocked by the 
presidency. Shuhhayyeb said that Hariri had proposed to Aoun 
that he would withdraw his name from the running for PM if 
Aoun would do the same for his presidential candidacy. In 
reaction 

through the hors dVouevres. 


7. (C) Shuhhayyeb said that he is part of a small group 

from Jumblatt\'s bloc who meet with Aoun and his people. He 
described the talks as flirtations 

certainly have to deal with Aoun during the extended term of 
Emile Lahoud and beyond. During a meeting with Aoun 
Shuhhayyeb personally told the former general that Hizballah 
had agreed not to support Aoun for president if Hariri agreed 
not to submit names unacceptable to Hizballah. Aoun was not 
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prepared to accept this role as stalking horse. To 
demonstrate Aoun\'s response 

General\'s habit of affecting an erect posture and adjusting 
his vest when disturbed. 


8. (C) Shuhhayyeb was willing to entertain governing with 
Lahoud in office 

progress on the reform front though terrorism. \"They could 
send more cars 

there were scores of vehicle routes into and out of Lebanon 
from Syria. These routes are not controlled by the Lebanese 
authorities and serve as contraband routes for all manner of 
evil goods and people. Security is an illusion that Lebanese 
leaders cannot afford 

was also afraid for his safety. The FPM leader told 
Shuhhayyeb \"In Lebanon there is no political security.\" 


9. (C) The parliament might be able to pass the election 
reform law 

raised objections to the proportional representations 
principles thought to be part of the suggested law as 
submitted to the GOL. Shuhhayyeb said that any talk of 
procedural reform on the election law could be easily done 
after the districts were drawn to the satisfaction of 
everyone. He was especially concerned that the Christians be 
satisfied that a new law protects them. \"Muslims will be 
alright anywhere they are. But Christians have to know they 
can select their own representatives.\" 


10. (C) Saad Hariri was still an inexperienced politician 
according to Shuhhayyeb. \"He has only been in politics for 
six months. But he is learning.\" Shuhhayyeb said that Hariri 
depends on the Saudis 

described as a sincere admirer of Hizballah. The Saudis are 
deeply worried about both stability in Syria and the Shia 
threat to the region. Any deal they broker for Lebanon will 
aim to satisfy their policy goals on these two issues. 


COMMENT 


11. (C) Shuhhayyeb was neither disappointed nor angry at 
the idea of Lahoud remaining in office. He had resigned 
himself to the failure of March 14 to remove the President. 
Hamdan was likewise resigned to the waning of his boss\' 
national dialogue. With both men 

at the middle levels 

into its accustomed slumber if no outside force nudges it 
back to waking. End comment. 
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FELTMAN 
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denied food 

officials visited the detained on March 29 and have concluded 
the prison conditions clearly fail to meet OSCE standards 

but they are reluctant to describe the prisoners 

as dire or extreme. The Prosecutor General told reporters on 
March 29 that 500 people 

detained on March 19-25 and threatened to prosecute 
presidential candidate Aleksandr Milinkevich for leading 
unsanctioned demonstrations. Authorities continue to arrest 
demonstrators and opposition activists but ignore the actions 
of pro-GOB minions. The BKGB terrorism division 

example 

material 

minors were arrested near the Russian Embassy for protesting 
Russia\'s support of Lukashenko 

organization BRSM was allowed to protest at the U.S. and 
other Western Embassies without police intervention. Police 
are investigating the alleged March 25 \"beating\" of state 
media \"correspondents\" 

independent journalists have been beaten 

arrested since March 14. End Summary. 


Human Rights Activists and GOB Announces Figures 


2. (U) Human rights NGO Vyasna reported on March 29 that 480 
people who were arrested following the tent city razing on 

March 24 and the March 25 protest (refs A-D) were sentenced 
from three to 15 days in jail following speedy trials on 

March 27 and 28. The most common charge was participation in 
an unsanctioned meeting. Several detainees were fined and no 
acquittals were reported. A list of detainees and their 

sentences can be found on Vyasna\'s website 
www.spring96.org/by/news/4065/. 


3. (U) During a March 29 press conference 

Petr Miklashevich told reporters that law enforcement 
agencies arrested over 500 people on March 19-25 for 
participating in unsanctioned meetings. According to 
Miklashevich 

received 15-day sentences 

Twenty-one foreigners were detained 

Ukrainians 

Lithuanian 

without being charged and two minors (one Pole and one 
Ukrainian) were released. Fourteen foreigners were sentenced 
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from three to 15 days. Miklashevich claimed that those who 
were in the vicinity of the demonstrations and mistakenly 
arrested were also released. 


Authorities\' Behavior \"Sadistic\" 


4. (U) Human rights lawyer Valentin Stefanovich told online 
news source Belapan on March 28 that it was difficult to list 
those arrested and their sentences 

continue to withhold information. Many parents still do not 
know where their children are being held five days after 
their arrests. Human rights lawyer Vladimir Labkovich told 
human rights NGO Charter 97\'s press center that the 
authorities\' actions where \"barbaric\" and \"sadistic.\" He 
called the detainees\' treatment \"a form of torture\" and noted 
that many were beaten 

access to toilets. Stefanovich reported that he and fellow 
human rights defenders had created a list of 53 judges who 
they feel should be banned from entering the EU. 


OSCE Minsk Office Visits Detained 


5. (C) OSCE Minsk Office Deputy Director Vahram Abadjian 
described for Pol/Econ Chief on March 29 the &unsuitable 
prison conditions8 for those arrested in the recent 
demonstrations. On March 29 
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led a small delegation of OSCE Minsk officials 

Abadjian 

main detention center for those arrested during post-election 
protest rallies. (Note: To the OSCE 

Ministry of Interior took only seven days to review and 
approve the OSCE 

in Okryestina.) Based on several conversations with 
detention center officials and the incarcerated 

confirmed reports that the detention center remains 
overcrowded (approximately 36 to 46 more prisoners than 
maximum occupancy) and was short on food for the prisoners 
for the first few days of the massive intake of detainees. 
However 

the alleged mistreatment can be attributed to an unexpected 
and sharp increase in the number of prisoners. 


6. (C) When asked about reports of detainees being beaten 
inside the detention center 


paper 
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were not subject to such abuse and they did not know of 
anyone who was treated in such a manner. Abadjian noted he 
met with Ten Plus Coalition senior member Anatoly Lebedko and 
student activist Tatiana Kholma (who was expelled from a 
state university in late 2005 for attending a student 

conference in France) 

reported the prison authorities treated everyone in the 
detention center 

universal manner 

noted the behavior of the prison guards was better than on 
previous occasions. Abadjian stressed his office was still 
debating over the final conclusions of their report to OSCE 
Vienna on the status of detained 

criticism of the regime will be limited to noting the prison 
conditions did not meet OSCE standards. 


Trials Ended? 


7. (C) Post has been unable to find out when and where the 
trials are taking place. Stefanovich and Labkovich are 
having the same trouble 

releasing information. The courts themselves may not know 
when detainees will be tried as it depends on whether a 
transfer bus full of detainees shows up at the court or not. 

A lawyer in the OSCE Minsk Office 

the court cases and also experiencing similar difficulties 

told Poloff on March 29 that they suspect the trials have 
ended 

Abadjian told Pol/Econ Chief that despite reports to the 
contrary 

detainees in the detention centers. The detainees are 
transported to a nearby courthouse for their hearing 
although he confirmed the trials are conducted in a matter of 
minutes. 


Milinkevich Could Be Prosecuted 


8. (U) Prosecutor General Miklashevich on March 29 threatened 
10 Coalition presidential candidate Aleksandr Milinkevich 

with possible prosecution for leading two unsanctioned 
demonstrations on March 2 and March 25. Miklashevich claimed 
Milinkevich violated the law after receiving warnings from 

the GOB. 


BKGB Prosecutes Malady Front Leaders 


9. (U) The BKGB on March 28 began prosecuting four Malady 
Front leaders Dmitry Dashkevich 
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Goretsky 

non-governmental association that encroaches on Belarusians\' 
rights and duties as citizens. (Note: Four activists of the 
unregistered NGO Partnership were arrested for the same 
charge in February and are still awaiting trial (ref E).) On 
March 27 

Protection and Terrorism Prevention searched the activists\' 
apartments and seized printed material and computers. If 
convicted 

prison. 


Entire Family Jailed 


10. (U) An entire Gomel family is now sitting in jail. 
Victor Zhilinsky 
arrested on March 18 en route to a district election 
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commission to obtain observation accreditation. He 

reportedly received an invitation from someone claiming to be 

a member of the commission. While walking to the commission 
an unknown man dropped a beer bottle at Zhilinsky\'s feet and 
immediately accused the activist of knocking the bottle out 

of his hands. Police soon arrived and arrested Zhilinsky for 
allegedly using obscene language. 


11. (U) Zhilinsky\'s wife 

were later arrested on March 24 when security forces raided 
the tent city on October Square. Svetlana was sentenced to 
seven days in jail on March 27. Yekaterina was also 
sentenced on March 27 

further information. 


Demonstrators At Russian Embassy Jailed 
Go Free 


12. (U) On March 28 

Matveyev 

demonstrating near the Russian Embassy. The activists 
unfurled a banner that said You supported the dictator 
today. Will you support the criminal tomorrow?\" One 
activist doused a Russian flag in a bucket of soapy water as 
if washing it and then pulled out a Soviet flag from the 
bucket. All three activists are minors and 

Belarusian law 

However 

that the 16-year-old Lozovskaya would stand trial for 
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allegedly not obeying police officers. According to 
Belarusian law 


13. (U) The pro-Lukashenko Belarusian Republican Youth 
Movement (BRSM) on March 26 and 27 picketed the U.S. and 
Western Embassies 

\"international interference. Police 

intervene nor did they make any arrests. Instead 
demonstrations got positive coverage on all state-controlled 
TV channels. 


Police Investigate \"Beating\" of State Media Crew 


14. (U) The authorities on March 28 launched an investigation 
into the alleged \"beating\" of state owned Belarusian TV\'s 
(BT) \"journalists\" during the March 25 demonstration. BT\'s 
news program Panorama on March 27 claimed that opposition 
protesters on March 25 punched and kicked the BT media crew 
causing one \"head injuries.\" The pro-government Belarusian 
Union of Journalist condemned the incident. Witnesses and 
independent journalists report that protesters only threw 
snowballs at the media crew. The Belarusian Association of 
Journalists on March 28 reported that as many as 41 
independent journalists 

arrested 


(i.e. 

opportunity to vote in credible elections) would be taken 
very seriously. We should consult with the French on using 
our public remarks to encourage efforts toward launching a 
transition process. 


9. (C) Other steps we should take in coming weeks include: 


-- dispatching a senior State official to assess the 
situation and inquire about transition prospects; 


-- supplementing the Embassy\'s efforts to monitor the May 3 
elections with TDY help from Washington; 


-- moving forward on plans for TSCTI and ATA training 
keeping a low profile at least until after the inauguration 
of the new President in August; 


-- supporting the World Bank\'s mission now in Chad in 
working toward a deal with strong commitments and safeguards 
before considering unblocking the oil revenue account; 
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-- responding to the letter by Chad\'s Prime Minister for 
last-minute help with the electoral reforms by informing him 
it is far too late to do anything useful; 


-- sounding out senior UN officials (possibly including 
Secretary General Kofi Annan) and sympathetic African leaders 


SIPDIS 
who have shown interest in encouraging democratic change; 


-- reviewing our security posture in light of the greater 
risk of election-related civil disturbances. 
WALL 
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autonomy and would help Morocco produce a clear plan. The 
Ambassador noted that he had participated in a meeting 

earlier that day (Ref B) atthe MFA to provide more 

information on CORCAS\'s role and mission. Ambassador asked 
Benmoussa about the membership of the council and whether it 
included those with different views on the way forward 
specifically those who might oppose autonomy. The Minister 
did not answer directly 

what Morocco underwent before producing the family code 
reforms and the Equity and Reconciliation Commission (IER). 
The Council would help \"narrow the gaps 

The Ambassador responded that family reforms and the IER did 
not require working with the UN or the Polisario. Benmoussa 
said maybe so 

They were big steps for Morocco to take 

project. Ambassador added that consultations regarding 
Morocco\'s the Millennium Challenge account compact proposal 
underway this week in Ourzazate 

to avoid the impression that the compact was all cooked up in 
Rabat. 


Human Rights 


8. (C) Benmoussa expressed hope for an informal 

dialogue with the US on human rights issues. He did not 
criticize the recently released human rights reports 

said he an exchange of information on rights issues would be 
useful. He wanted us to make sure we were getting accurate 
information and a true picture of the human rights situation 

in Morocco. He said the MOI would be open and available for 
such a dialogue. The Ambassador agreed the mission would be 
as well. (Comment: we will follow up on this). 
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Bio Note 


9. (U) Benmoussa became Interior Minister on February 15 
2006 after serving four years as the MOIVs Secretary General. 
Benmoussa replaced Mustapha Sahel 

PermRep in New York. Benmoussa was born in Fez in 1958. He 
graduated from the Ecole Polytechnique in Paris (1979) and 
from the Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chausses (road 
construction) in Paris (1981). He also holds a DESS (diploma 
of specialized studies) from the ISCAE (Institute Suprieur 

du Commerce et de | 

(commerce and business management) as well as a Master of 
Science from MIT. Benmoussa has held several other 
positions. He was research assistant at the MIT 
hydrodynamics Laboratory from 1981 to 1983. He then became 
head of the Management Methods section at the Road Services 
from 1983 to 1985. He also served as consulting engineer in 
the research office Conseil Ingnierie et dveloppement from 
1985 to 1987 

Research at the Ministry of Equipment. Benmoussa served 
successively as Director of the Roads and Road Traffic at the 
Ministry of Equipment (1989-1995) 

Prime Ministers Department (1995-1998) 

SONAID (steel company) 

Zone (1998-2000). Since 2000 

Executive Committee and Administrator General Director of the 
group Brasseries du Maroc (breweries). On December 11 

he was appointed Wali 

Interior. Benmoussa is married and has two children. 
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Visit Embassy Rabat\'s Classified Website; 


http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/rabat 
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OPERATOR IN PALESTINIAN TELECOM MARKET 


REF: 2005 JERUSALEM 4508 


1. (SBU) Palestinian Authority (PA) Telecom Ministry issued 

a tender March 28 for eligible strategic partners to bid on a 

30 percent share of a second mobile telecom operator in the 
West Bank and Gaza. This operator would be granted a new 
license to establish and operate a GSM telecom network and a 
third generation (3G) network 
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and international services as of November 16 

Interested entities must purchase the request for application 
(RFA) from the Telecom Ministry for JD 2 

submit bids and accompanying documentation by June 26. 
(Note: A copy of the RFA was emailed to NEA/IPA and EB/CIP. 
End Note.) In addition 

to pay an application fee of JD 20 

fees of the Advisory Firm tasked with processing and 

selecting the winner of the bid to be announced July 6. 


2. (SBU) According to the RFA 
submit an application 


-- have had substantial experience in the operation of a 
mobile telecommunications network and in the provision of 
mobile telecommunications services for at least three years 
having at least 300 


-- have developed such experience as a new entrant competing 
with an incumbent mobile operator; 


-- have had such experience by direct involvement either as 
the operator itself or through a comprehensive management 
contract giving the applicant substantially full control of 

the operation of the network 

overall running of the business; 


-- neither be a significant shareholder in a mobile 
telecommunications company in the West Bank/Gaza 
indirectly 

capital be held 

telecommunications company in the West Bank/Gaza or any of 
its controlling shareholders (for the purpose of its RFA 
significant share means 10 percent and controlling means 
shareholding over 50 percent); 


-- be organized under the laws of a country in which 
Palestinian companies are permitted to apply for licenses to 
operate telecommunications networks and provide 
telecommunications services; and 


-- have had annual gross revenues of at least JD 150 million 
(USD 212 million) over each of its last three financial 
years. 


3. (SBU) PA Telecom Ministry Advisor Masshour Abudaka told 
EconOff March 28 that the PA is looking for a strategic 

partner with strong Israeli relationships in order to 

persuade the GOI to grant additional mobile frequencies. He 
said the new mobile operator would ideally be able to operate 
in both Israel and the West Bank in order to compete with 
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other mobile operators in the region. He added that the 
Palestine Investment Fund (PIF) would also own a 30 percent 
stake in the pro forma ownership structure 

telecom partners would own 10 percent 

shareholders the remaining 30 percent. 


4. (SBU) Comment: The outgoing PA Minister of Telecom Sabri 
Saidam has been working on liberalizing the market for the 
duration of his tenure in office and succeeded in issuing 

this tender only two days before he left office. However 

an Arabic saying aptly expresses 

mish-mish\" or in the time of apricots 

The combination of the incoming Hamas government and the fact 
that the GOI has yet to assign additional mobile frequencies 

to the PA suggests that this initiative will fall by the 

way-side. End Comment. 

WALLES 
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transmission\" as well as \"switched or non-switched 
private line service supported by facilities 
constructed over public right of way\". It is not 

clear to post that internet services would not be 
covered under that agrement. For a point of 
reference 

exclusive license to provide cellular telephone 
service 

prolonged regulatory battle. The introduction of a 
second fibre optic cable 

voice communications 

to GT&T\'s exclusive license agreement. END COMMENT. 
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international standards for free and fair elections.\" 


3.(SBU) Most notably 

Belarus of the possibility of sanctions and an entry ban. 
V'If the political situation does not improve rapidly and 
durably 

targeted sanctions against Belarus. It could also impose 
entry bans on leading Belarus officials.\" 


4.(SBU) According to Norbert Baerlocher of the DFA\'s Human 
Rights Office 

sanction measures. He confided that there was considerable 
uncertainty whether targeted sanctions or entry bans would 

have any meaningful impact on President Lukashenko. Asked by 
Poloff whether Switzerland would follow the lead of the EU 
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Baerlocher asserted that Bern did not want to be seen as 
following the EU. For example 

first European country to enact measures against Uzbekistan 
following its 2004 elections. However 

matter 

in consort with the EU on possible measures. 

Willeford 
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will set a positive tone for future efforts to untangle such 
issues. The Turkish Cypriots are nonetheless worried that EU 
aid will be funneled through the ROC or subject to Greek 
Cypriot political conditions 

the assistance economically useless and politically 
impossible for the \"TRNC\" to accept. \"President\" Talat has 
for the moment 

coalition partners over whether to accept EU aid 

his policy of consultation with the Commission and not 
blocking project implementation for now. The Commission 
anxious to reverse Turkish Cypriot perceptions that the EU 
does not keep its promises 

quick-start projects -- often without careful forethought 
adequate intelligence about the political context in which 
they operate 

up-and-running CyPEG. At the same time the 
politically-paranoid Turkish Cypriots may pose obstacles of 
their own 

letting the ROC score points is capable of taking measures 
that amount to economic \"self-isolation.\" Haphazard 
planning 

political twitchiness pose a real danger to the effectiveness 
of EU aid to the Turkish Cypriots. END SUMMARY. 


EU PROJECT PLANNING BEGINS 


2. (C) The EU approved its long-awaited 139 million euro 
assistance package for the Turkish Cypriots in February (ref 
a). (COMMENT: The package had been valued at 259 million 
euros when it was proposed immediately following the Turkish 
Cypriot \"yes\" vote in the 2004 Annan Plan Referendum. But a 
drawn-out tug-of-war between the ROC 

Cypriots over whether it should be \"delinked\" from an EU 
direct-trade proposal -- among other things -- resulted in 

120 million of the aid being lost as the budget cycle 
advanced. END COMMENT.) With aid now authorized 

team at DG Enlargement 

the Commission 

negotiating both the technical and political aspects of 

program implementation. 
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3. (C) According to the EC team 

sources 

priorities: economic and social development 

development (to include projects relating to the environment 
and infrastructure) 

preservation of cultural heritage) 

scholarship. The Commission\'s team expressed a clear 
preference for quick-start programs that would be ready for 
approval by the Phare Committee (which oversees EU aid and 
consists of representatives from the member states 

the ROC) by June. According to Turkish Cypriot sources 
Commission\'s team was \"frantic\" to \"show the flag\" in the 
north and was planning to spend as much as 25 million euros 
on quick-impact projects that would counter the perception 
that Europe had not \"kept its promises\" to the Turkish 
Cypriots. 


NEGOTIATING POLITICAL LAND MINES 


4. (C) Before aid can start flowing 

of practical questions -- including several with potentially 
serious political implications -- need to be worked out. The 
first is the question of where the Commission\'s aid office 
will be located. The ROC has insisted that the office be in 
the \"areas controlled by the legitimate government" (i.e. 
the south) 

their aid being \"channeled through the Greek Cypriots.\" They 
would like the EC to follow the example of USAID 

insisted that its contractors open robust \"service centers\" 
north of the Green Line (on undisputed Turkish Cypriot 
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property). The Commission appears to be quietly seeking a 
compromise and has floated the idea of hanging a shingle in 
the south 

a proper office (having a \"presence\") in the north. 


5. (C) It is far from clear that this compromise would meet 
the requirements of both sides. But the \"TRNC\'s\" lead EU 
expert 

trying to find a middle ground. Ercin had similar praise for 
the Commission\'s apparent willingness to allocate aid funds 
via HSBC Bank in the north 

Central Bank in the south -- the apparent preference of the 
GOC. Ercin acknowledged that there would be \"countless 
other\" technical issues to work out in the future 

suggested that 

constructive attitude\" and continued to \"show backbone 
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against Greek Cypriot demands 
resolved. 


6. (C) This cautious praise for the EC is a remarkable change 
of tone for the Turkish Cypriots 

were furious at the Commission for agreeing 

issue an \"unacceptable\" declaration as the price for ROC 
approval of EU aid (ref b). Although the EC later backed 
down amid howls of protest from Talat (and 

from the UK) 

their relationship with the Turkish Cypriots (ref c). Since 

then 

Maurer (whom the Turkish Cypriots blame for December\'s near 
train-wreck) has since been assigned to Kosovo. His acting 
replacement 

Ercin also told us that DG Enlargement\'s #2 

would visit Cyprus on April 4 and meet with Talat (in the 
latter\'s office). Ercin hoped LeighVs visit would produce a 
\"final and acceptable\" agreement on the issue of office 
location -- and mark a definitive turn-around in the 

political atmosphere between Turkish Cypriots and the 
Commission. 


STILL NO RED CARPET UP NORTH 


7. (C) Ercin\'s rosy-ish assessment of Turkish Cypriots-EC 
relations 

sailing for the EUYs aid package up north. Many Turkish 
Cypriots feel that EU aid to develop their economy is useless 
without the corresponding \"direct trade" package that the EU 
proposed 

Plan Referendum. As one commentator put it 

\"moldy half loaf\" instead of a full and nutritious meal. For 
this reason 

decoupling the trade and aid measures. Passing aid alone 
they feared 

its promises to help Turkish Cypriots 

to shelve direct trade for good. 


8. (C) Now that aid is in the pipeline 

public opinion has focused its worry on questions of 
implementation. Most observers assume that the \"Greek 
Cypriot administration\" will use its sway as an EU member 
state to ensure that aid is either stymied or frittered away 
on projects not directly beneficial to the Turkish Cypriot 
economy. Informed experts share this worry. They note 
example 

property rights could severely limit development assistance 
by blocking projects supporting economic activity that takes 
place on Greek Cypriot land (which amounts to at least 80 
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percent of all the land in the north). This belief -- 
compounded with the general sense that the aid is somehow 
going to be \"funneled through the south!" -- has caused 
significant public opposition to \"accepting\" European aid. 


9. (C) Serdar Denktash 

uneasy coalition partner of Talat\'s ruling CTP 

charge against EU aid. Threatening at one point to bring 
down the \"government\" over the issue 

back from the edge after Talat took him to the woodshed in a 
closed-door meeting last week (refs a and d). Calmer voices 
including respected members of the business community 
echoed Serdar\'s call that the \"TRNC\" should reject EU aid. 
Perhaps most significantly 

Talat to block implementation of EU aid -- something the 
local Turkish Ambassador tacitly admitted to Ambassador 
Schlicher on March 14 

Cypriot authorities had made their own 

the matter. 


10. (C) Despite this pressure 

\"TRNC\" officials not to block aid 

Commission\'s aid team. \"PM\" Soyer has reassured the public 
on behalf of Talat 

institutional ties between the Turkish Cypriots and Europe 
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that could prove more valuable than the aid itself over the 
long term. Privately 

that \"the president\" did not want to be painted as a 
nay-sayer by refusing EU aid outright. But they nonetheless 
stress that Talat will constantly reassess his position on 

aid if too many \"unacceptable\" restrictions and/or political 
conditions are \"imposed\" by the GOC. 


WILL IT WORK? 


11. (C) The question of whether Turkish Cypriot authorities 
will accept EU aid is a bit misleading 

is not planning to write checks directly to the \"TRNC.\" 
Nonetheless 

or break the program by granting -- or withholding -- their 
cooperation with implementers. At the logistical level 

there is a range of options at the \"TRNC\'s\" disposal (such as 
demanding VAT payments 

denying entry to implementers) should they decide the 

political cost of accepting EU aid is too high. 
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12. (C) Unfortunately 

willing to shoot themselves in the economic foot to make a 
perceived or symbolic political point. For example 

week \"TRNC\" officials appear to have used indirect pressure 
on the Chamber of Commerce and a \"state\"-owned fruit packing 
company to derail a deal to export citrus through the south 
(ref e). This maneuver was the result of a misguided 

political fear that allowing exports through Limassol -- 
however profitable this might be for their businessmen -- 
would undermine the political argument for direct trade with 
the EU. We have strongly counseled the \"TRNC\" that 

we seek to find ways to end Turkish Cypriot isolation 

in no instance should take action that damages existing 
opportunities and can be styled as \"self-isolation.\" It is 
reasonable to expect the Greek Cypriots to try to exploit 

this self-destructive instinct by kicking up a fuss (over 

office location 

into saying \"no\" to European aid 

Europe curses Talat\'s intransigence. 


13. (C) At the same time 

ability of the EC Cyprus team to manage its aid program 
effectively. As one Turkish Cypriot reminded us 

a startlingly bad understanding of Turkish Cypriot political 
dynamics. Referring to the Commission\'s point-man on the 
Turkish Cypriots (who lodges in the south 

time in Brussels 

EU\'s only consistent presence in the north consisted of 
nothing more than a \"single Italian in a car.\" It is hardly 
surprising that the Commission has repeatedly rammed blindly 
into Turkish Cypriot political redlines as it tried to secure 
approval of aid last year. 


14. (C) The Commission also seems instinctively resistant to 
cooperation with USAID -- refusing 

with us a World Bank study they commissioned on the north\'s 
economy and withholding for over a year the results of their 
feasibility studies in important areas such as water 

water 

attitude appears to stem 

territorial belief that 

the U.S. should butt out. As a result 

here consistently rebuffs our offers to discuss potential 

areas of coordination and deconfliction between our 
assistance programs. This attitude sometimes borders on the 
surreal 

the word \"Partnership\" in the CyPEG acronym (on the grounds 
that the EU\'s \"Partnership for the Future\" program had 
already appropriated the term). Once 

representatives even forbade their contractors to join a 
Turkish Cypriot-led meeting on environmental priorities 
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because AID staff were also present. 


15. (C) In their rush to spend money and make a quick public 
splash 

program management and implementation. Despite the 
managerial and political ineptitude of their local team 

EU has indicated they will likely use the existing 

Partnership for the Future as the delivery mechanism for most 
-- if not all -- of their initial assistance package. Past 
performance suggests this preference for convenience and 
speed could have serious consequences. In one case 
PFF-funded restoration project in Famagusta was put on such a 
tight deadline that Turkish Cypriot municipal authorities had 

to choose between losing EU funding for a restoration project 
or settling on quickly-available contractors whose lack of 
expertise threatened to damage the medieval structure that 
they were trying to protect. This does not bode well for 
successful (or Turkish Cypriot-friendly) quick-start programs 
in the future. 
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COMMENT 


16. (C) The EUVs aid program is probably too little 

to reverse the Turkish Cypriot perception that \"Europe\" has 
abandoned them. At the same time 

coordination will probably dilute the impact of the EUVs 
assistance efforts. Meanwhile 

coupled with the inevitable Greek Cypriot shenanigans 
mean that EU aid will ultimately amount to little more than 
an arena for more childish political games. We will seek to 
forestall this possibility here through pressing for more and 
better coordination and deconfliction of projects and 
priorities. At appropriate points 

colleagues in Brussels and appropriate EU capitals to echo 
this message when needed. END COMMENT. 
SCHLICHER 
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failures within this region. V 


2. (C) President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) 
the Arab Summit in Khartoum to Gaza to swear in the new 
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cabinet late on March 29 

to enter into immediate negotiations with the Israeli 

government to implement the Roadmap. PLO negotiations chief 
SaVeb Erekat separately told reporters that the PA respects 

the democratic choice of the Israeli people and expressed his 
hope that the new Israeli government would refrain from 
imposing unilateral measures. 


3. (C) Fatah PLC member Issa Qaraqi argued to pol specialist 
that it was in Israel\'s best interest to resume negotiations 

with the PLO as soon as possible 

to start those discussions. Qaraqi expressed concern that 
Kadima would find it easier to take unilateral measures than 
to engage in bilateral discussions 

move would mean that there would be no peace process. Qaragi 
disputed the ability of Hamas to make decisions regarding the 
peace process 

- it was the PLO 

engages in negotiations with Israel. 


4. (C) Former PLC member and Fatah High Committee member 
Hatem Abdel Qader told pol specialist that the implications 

of Kadima\'s victory are promising only if Kadima changes its 
policies. He expressed skepticism that Kadima would be able 

to engage in serious negotiations with Abu Mazen. He thought 
that the key to peace making lay in Israel\'s hands 

Hamas would play a relatively small role in the process. He 

said that Abu Mazen is serious in offering to negotiate with 

Israel and that 

the complications ensuing from the Hamas victory 

resolution to the conflict was still possible. He echoed 

QaragiVs points that it is the PLO - and not the PA - that 

runs negotiations with the Israelis. Abdel Qader advocated 

that the U.S. play a constructive role by pushing both the 

GOI and the PLO into an agreement to end the occupation 

said everything depended on Kadima\'s seriousness about ending 
the conflict. 


5. (C) Fatah West Bank Reference Committee member Hussein 
al-Sheikh told pol specialist that he did not expect Kadima\'s 
policies to differ significantly from the previous 

government. He expected the GOI to focus on annexing 
settlements and building more around Jerusalem and that 
under these circumstances 

a peace agreement. Al-Sheikh said that Israel had to decide 
whether it wanted real peace with the Palestinians or simply 
\"more shaky cease-fires 
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\"tremendous pressure!" on the GOI to return to the peace 
process. He agreed with Qaraqi and Abdel Qader\'s position 
regarding the lead PLO role in dealing with the Israelis and 
said there was no practical need for Hamas to be involved in 
the negotiations. 


6. (C) Assistant Foreign Minister for International 

Organizational Affairs Marwan al-Jilani told PolChief that 
Olmert\'s comments about reaching out to Abu Mazen were a 
\"positive statement\" and would place pressure on Hamas to act 
responsibly. He expected Abu Mazen to continue to seek 
negotiations and engagement with the new Israeli government 
and also stressed the PLOVs role in any sort of 
Palestinian-Israeli negotiations. Jilani repeated concerns 

he had expressed previously about the acceptance by Hamas of 
prior obligations such as the Roadmap 

evaluate changes in the MFA by incoming FM Mahmoud Zahar 
before making a decision about continuing as Assistant 

Foreign Minister. 


7. (C) Hamas West Bank spokesman Adnan Asfour dismissed the 
election results in comments to the press 

Israeli elections are of no concern to the Palestinian 

people 

in their hostility against Palestinians. Hamas Gaza 
spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri told the media that the election 
results were a vote on unilateral disengagement from the West 
Bank 

one of the \"most serious Zionist schemes\" because it 
abrogated Palestinian statehood and the right of return and 
imposed solutions. He said that Hamas would continue to 
resist those in Kadima calling for a partial withdrawal or 
continued settlement building. 


8. (C) Incoming PM Ismael Hanniyyah 

for his election reaction 

focused on the prospect of unilateral disengagement 
completion of the separation barrier 

settlements and Jerusalem 

and said that such an approach would \"certainly not be 
acceptable to the Palestinian people or the Palestinian 
government.\" He pushed for a solution that established a 
sovereign and independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as 
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its capital 

acknowledged the right of return; otherwise he predicted \"the 
continuation of the whirlpool of confusion and failures 

within this region.\" 
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significant issue in Guyana is mineral exploitation that 
takes precedence over forestry. If minerals are found in 

an area 

scope for implementing sustainable forest management in 
the affected areas.\" While the report found no evidence 

of mining activity that threatens the area certified by 

the FSC 

sustainable resource management in other areas where the 
industries intersect. 


7. COMMENT: A more pressing criticism of the forestry 
industry in Guyana is the relative lack of value-added 
activity. According to ITTO statistics 

Guyanavs forest product exports in 2005 were in such 
value-added products as furniture 

Meanwhile 

up an additional 28% 

furniture manufacturers consistently complain of the 
difficulty of obtaining logs in such an export-intensive 
market. While the step toward sustainable forestry is a 
positive development 

Guyana\'s success in moving beyond raw timber and sawnwood 
extraction to more value-added exports. END COMMENT. 
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2004 

interference with the operation of an aircraft on a flight 
into Ronald Reagan National Airport; a Virginia Judge 
subsequently found he had been guilty of two counts of 
disorderly conduct (REF B). 


2. (SBU) The Association of Concerned Belizeans (ACB) 
discussions with PolOff 

CommissionVs findings will result in a public prosecution of 
Kaseke. The Commission dismissed charges against Smith and 
Courtenay as \"hearsay and double hearsay 

speculated that a conflict of interest influenced the 

decision 

Belize Holdings Limited 

Director. 
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higher levels in the South than in central and northern Italy 

and southern voters are sure the current economic downturn has 
hit them the hardest. Parents 

young people themselves complain that the South is mortgaging 
its future 

their families and hometowns to head north and even abroad in 
search of adequate employment. Next 

comes the challenge of improving Southern Italy\'s inadequate 
infrastructure 

disadvantage (northern Italy is considerably closer to markets 

in the rest of Europe). The center-left (CL) charges that the 
current center-right (CR) government has \"neglected\" or even 
forgotten the South; the presence in the government of the 
Northern League certainly reinforces that message for many 
southerners 

to mean \"let\'s keep our tax revenues here in the North.\" 


2. (Summary 

to cast their vote for the CL 

their ballot 

make headway with the South\'s problems. Based on these 
pocketbook issues 

traditionally conservative Calabria 

ascendancy in traditionally CL Campania (including Naples 
Italy\'s third largest city) and tiny Basilicata. The CR has 
come from behind enough to make the election a toss-up in 
traditionally conservative Puglia (despite the CL\'s victory in 
the recent regional elections) 

Sicily. Southern CL leaders are cautiously optimistic that 
Prodi will continue to maintain a lead nationwide due to 
economic worries; CR boosters insist the race is too close to 
call 


3. This cable addresses how economic issues are affecting the 
political campaign in the South. A follow-up cable will examine 
the larger political situation in the run-up to the April 

elections. 


Southern Italy still lags behind 


4. The depressed economy in Campania 

coincidentally the three areas with strong organized crime 
presence - remains an intractable national issue. Faced with 
the EU stability pact requirements 
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and increased energy costs 

lag behind more advanced areas. With the current economic 
down-turn 

making economic and social growth in the short- to medium-term 
even more difficult. Consequently 

the number one campaign issue throughout the South. 


5. Our contacts believe the economic situation in the 

Mezzogiorno is only likely to get worse if the national 

government does not take effective measures to boost employment 
and economic growth (including foreign investment) in the South. 
Our interlocutors in political 

economic/business 

for three measures in this regard: (1) an aggressive 

fight against organized crime; (2) an improved infrastructure; 

and (3) bureaucratic reform. 


Organized Crime 


6. Pervasive organized crime has blighted Campania 

Calabria 

business culture. The lack of rule-of-law and widespread 
chronic environmental pollution (aggravated by organized crime 
known in this manifestation as the \"eco-mafia\") have made the 
area unattractive to many private investors. Corruption among 
elected government officials 

organized crime 

mentality. 


Unwieldy Bureaucracy 


7. A deficient infrastructure and an inefficient government 
bureaucracy with little sense of public accountability further 
retard development. Business leaders 

contacts with U.S. companies operating in the South 
infrastructure problems. For example 

to close down its small plant in Sicily because of the 
inadequate water system. 


8. As aresult 

infrastructure and government reform 

will make a difference. For example 

southern region of Basilicata recently noted that the leading 
vote-getter in elections there is usually the protest vote 
indicated by unmarked or defaced ballots 

percent of the vote. 
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9. The largest infrastructure project on the table 
multi-billion-dollar \"Messina Straits Bridge!" to link Sicily 

with the toe of the Italian boot 

uncertainty. A pet project of PM Berlusconi 

government would not go ahead with the bridge project. Many 
political and business leaders in Sicily argue that the bridge 
does not address the more pressing infrastructure needs of the 
region 


Dissatisfaction with Berlusconi 


10. Our CL contacts here cite growing frustration and 
disillusionment with the Berlusconi government 

voters will \"throw the bums outA" However 

maintain that while Berlusconi has not delivered as much as he 
had promised 

accomplished more than the CL the last time it was in power. 


11. Some CR contacts complain of a Southern \"assistenzialista\" 
attitude 

above all 

economy. One Alleanza Nazionale leader noted the significance 
in word choice: Southerners say they want a \"position\" (posto) 
not \"work\" (lavoro). But other Southerners reject accusations 
that the South has grown dependent on financial aid from Rome 
and that it wastes much of what it does receive through 
inefficiency 

insist the government can\'t tackle crime without implementing 
programs to create jobs and boost local communities. 


Yet not convinced by Prodi and the CL 


12. Of course 

fire from a southern perspective. A recent editorial in the 
Palermo-based daily \"La Sicilia\" criticizes Romano Prodi\'s 
announced intention to cut labor costs 

benefit more economically dynamic northern areas - not southern 
ones. The proposal will not cut southern unemployment rates 
nor will it impact on the weak economy 

Theoretically 

but in practice decisions are made with the center-northern 
region in mind. 


Business leaders upbeat~ 


Column 3 

13. Despite the gloomy economic picture 

economic class is not completely disheartened about the future. 
(One exception is a surprising number of political leaders in 
Calabria 

"Ndrangheta organized crime group). Most of our contacts insist 
that southern Italy has great potential to become an advanced 
attractive environment for economic growth. In particular 

has human resources 

universities 

tourism sector. Many in the South pin their hopes on turning 
the South\'s geographic position to its advantage by developing 
trade with the Balkans and with North Africa. 


Voters increasingly turned-off 


14. Southern voters are a different matter; we see widespread 
voter dissatisfaction and skepticism regarding the electoral 
choice before them. But will this attitude be directed against 
both parties (resulting in high absentee rates) 

against the current CR government? Or will Berlusconi succeed 
in convincing voters that his government has made real progress 
and had certainly done a better job than a fractious CL 
government with a potentially dangerous extremist leftist 
component would have done? The gloomy economic picture in the 
South remains uppermost in votersY minds 

portion of Southern voters are still undecided on which 

coalition provides more hope of a brighter future. 
HALLIBURTON 
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of the Armed Islamic Group (GIA) 
figure Ali Belhadj 

Salvation Front (FIS). 


2. (C) Initially 

inclusion of prominent former extremists 

declarations of some of these figures 

of the charter 

especially the victims families 

return to violence. The more general concern 

that the former terrorists will take up arms in the hills 
again 

release of prominent radical Islamists could revive a 
political agenda dedicated to establishing an Islamic state. 
Following the high-profile government warnings and state 
security private warnings 

allayed and the released terrorists have ceased overt 
political activity. Arguably 

that 
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professionals are reacting so quickly and widely at even the 
first sign of extremist Islamic political recidivism. That 

said 

have continued 

and FIS leaders are using the quiet to consider options and 
lay the groundwork for future political action. (End Summary 
and Comment.) 


MAJOR GIA FIGURE RELEASED FROM PRISON 


3. (U) Abdelhak Layada 

two of the GIA 

Layada is the most senior member of the GIA 

of the Islamic groups that terrorized Algeria during the 

1990s 

terrorists through implementation of the Charter for Peace 
and National Reconciliation. Layada was arrested in 1993 for 
recruiting and training members of the GIA in Morocco and 
sentenced to death in 1994. The death sentence was later 
redacted after Algeria abolished the death penalty. 


4. (U) A major figure in the GIA from January 1992 until his 
arrest in 1993 

bombings during that time 

allegations was proven in court. His release brought to the 
surface questions on the implementation of the Charter 
especially among families who lost loved ones to terrorism. 


LAYADA MET AT PRISON GATE BY PROMINENT FIS FIGURE 


5. (U) Upon his release 

Islamic figure of the 1990s 

two of the FIS 

earlier. Press accounts reported that Belhadj 

family and friends 

Serkadji prison. Belhadj accompanied Layada to the grave of 
Layada\'s mother 

Layada\'s home. 


PRESS AND PUBLIC REACT WITH SURPRISE AND CONCERN 


6. (C) The embrace of Belhadj and Layada at the prison gate 
captured on the front pages of most newspapers in the 
country 

much as the release itself. Conversations with Algerians 
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SUBJECT: REALITIES OF RECONCILIATION CHARTER IMPLEMENTATION 
HITTING HOME FOR ALGERIANS 

from all walks of life indicate there is a sense of disbelief 

and anxiousness at the release of prominent extremist 

figures 

by Ambassador 

were deeply concerned by the sweeping nature of the releases. 
A physician worried that extreme anti-human behavior has 
psychiatrically scarred released terrorists and made it 
impossible for them to reintegrate socially without 

psychiatric help. A civil society activist whose work takes 

her to villages and rural areas reported serious unease among 
the villagers. Since provisions of the implementing 
ordinances made clear (see reftels) that those held on 
charges of terrorism involving mass murder 

detonating explosives in public places would not benefit from 
the Charter 

not quality for release in the aftermath of the decision to 

set free the notorious terrorist Layada. Belhadj has also 
pushed the limits of the ban on political activity for former 
members of the FIS by releasing several statements 

criticizing the Charter and stating his intention to resume 
political activity. 


CHARTER REALITIES AROUSE PUBLIC CONCERN 


7. (C) The realities of implementing the Charter have begun 
to hit home for the Algerian public. Despite a claimed 85% 
voter approval for the Charter in September 2005 

of over 2 

rethink what national healing and forgiveness actually mean. 
A Presidential aide quoted in a leading French-language daily 
El Watan said 

unfinished mourning 

majority decided in favor of forgiveness. True 

tell us 

campaign that they were not voting for a general amnesty for 
terrorists. Peace may come at the price of justice 

embrace at the prison gate 

left the impression that former terrorists were free to walk 

the streets and form new alliances 

never part of Belhad¡Ys banned FIS. LayadaYs March 18 
interview on Al-Arabia television where he commented on the 
National Reconciliation also led many Algerians to question 
what constitutes a ban on political activity under the 

Charter. 


LOW-LEVEL BUT CONTINUING PROTESTS 
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8. (SBU) During a March 12 protest rally by several families 
against his release in front of the office of the Prime 
Minister 

Algeria) association said 

No one has the right to forgive 

victims." Many of the demonstrators promised to protest 
every Sunday to show their disagreement with the 
implementation of the Charter. These demonstrations are 
continuing and reportedly growing in size. The March 26 
demonstration featured posters with the faces of women 
murdered by terrorists. 


9. (SBU) In a March 21 meeting with Ambassador 

head of the Samoud organization dedicated to serving the 
interests of the families of terrorism victims 

implementation of the Charter was contrary to the information 
the GOA had provided before the referendum 

ignored the concerns of victims\' families. Noting that he 

had written a letter to President Bouteflika to protest the 
release of terrorists 

under a dictatorship than a democracy in which his views were 
ignored.\" He added that it was characteristic of Algerians 

to forgive as soon as forgiveness is requested 

do not forgive those who do not ask for forgiveness. Samoud 
like Djzairouna 

order to prevent the police from breaking up the 
demonstration planned for the next day 

police officers would be prominent in the group. 


GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 


10. (U) In public speeches meant to reassure Algeria on the 
government's position on the implementation 

Minister Zerhouni said 

Peace and National Reconciliation) is not to use religion as 
an instrument 

activity" Zerhouni continued 

(former members of the FIS) going back into politics; 
however 

not 

not to leave anybody on the margins of society. Why should 
the terroristsW children pay for their parentsY mistakes? V 
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Prime Minster Ouyahia reiterated these statements in his 

March 21 press conference by saying 

banned from political activity 
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the State should shoulder its responsibilities and will 

surely not tolerate any manipulation of Islam...going back to 
the chaotic situation of the 1990\'s will not happen\". A few 
days later during a March 24 speech to an Algerian lawyer\'s 
association 

wounds are still hurting and that the sight of a terrorist 
walking in all liberty hurts tremendously 

| understood that the solution was not eradication (of the 
terrorists). Eradication is one of the weapons used to fight 
terrorism but in precise and clear conditions. The struggle 
is social 

crumbling of our society.\" He also made clear that 
implementation of the Charter would be done in a way that 
would promote security as well as social peace. 


11. (C) The GOA architect of the National Reconciliation 
Farouk Ksentini 

more than an hour with Belhadj. Alluding to a difficult 

encounter 

the limits the Charter imposed on his activities. Ksentini 

also remarked to PolEc Chief that \"the word was being passed\" 
to lower profile individuals released under the Charter 
presumably a reference to home visits by state security 
personnel. 


ISLAMISTS AT THE GATE 


12. (C) Embassy contacts have reported seeing Islamists 
waiting outside prison gates throughout the country during 
prisoner releases. The Islamists 

sources 

reintegration assistance 

One policeman reported that he saw an Islamist giving 
released prisoners envelopes containing 5 

$60). According to several Embassy contacts 

operate large networks in contraband goods 

cigarettes and clothing. This contact expects many of the 
prisoners to take jobs from their Islamic brothers instead of 
seeking governmental assistance under the Charter in 
reclaiming jobs they lost prior to their arrest. 


ERDMAN 
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votes counted 


oblast overall. End summary. 


Brezhnev and the Statue of Liberty 
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2. (U) Dniprodzerzhynsk is located 45 kilometers northwest of 
Dnipropetrovsk (city) 

with a population of 280 

leader of the Soviet Union Leonid Brezhnev was born in the 
town 

Russian 

pronunciation all his life.) As befits a town that bears the 
name of Felix Dzerzhinsky 

the first Soviet secret police 

still to be looking back nostalgically at its past. The 
Embassy election observer team stayed on the city\'s 
developing left bank 

street with a Ukrainian name that translates into \"50 years 
of the Soviet Union. Judging from photographs in the lobby 
wedding couples frequently have their photographs taken 
mimicking the actions of a post-independence statue in front 
of the hotel depicting a loin-clothed man (not Brezhnev) and 
the Statue of Liberty standing together on a globe with 
clasped hands upraised together. The plaque said the statue 
was raised to symbolize the hope that the world would move 
toward greater friendship and peace. 


3. (SBU) Jarring contradictions continued inside the hotel. 
On the right was a bust of Brezhnev and on the left 
entrance to the Montana Bar and Cafe 

U.S. flags and a plaque of the U.S. Constitution. The hotel 
room was decorated with the surrealist art of Salvador Dali 
while a large mirror with an ornate gilded frame and 
reproductions of early Renaissance paintings hung on the 
opposite wall. The receptionist\'s surly attitude and the 
sparse furnishing and the running toilet in the hotel room 
however 


The Electoral District: tough to manage 


4. (SBU) According to District Election Commission (DEC) 
Chairwoman Vera Mamedova 

because of its large area and boundary lines. It included 
145 polling stations 

4 

and 13 small (less than 500 voters). Absentee voters could 
cast their votes at two polling stations 

Dniprodzerzhynsk and one in the DEC\'s rural area. 
Dniprodzerzhynsk city created a large doughnut hole in the 
electoral district 

40 miles from the DEC office. Mamedova said that 

this election 

nominate commission members 

experience 
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5. (U) Despite any nostalgia for the past in 
Dniprodzerzhynsk 

parliamentary and local elections and appeared to carry out 
their duties conscientiously. We observed elections at 12 
polling stations 

located in awomen!\'s prison. There were no indications of 
gross violations or serious misconduct 

process appeared to be free and fair. Common problems 
included overcrowded polling facilities 

voters who chose to vote outside the voting booth 
potentially compromising the secrecy of the ballot. When 
asked if the polling stations were provided with all 
necessary materials (voter lists 

papers 

(PSC) chairman informed us that he photocopied missing 
control slips by borrowing them from a neighboring polling 
location. At one polling station 

told us initially that all voting materials had been 

received 

that her polling station was provided only 15 special sorting 
bags even though there were 45 parties listed on the ballot. 
As a result 

that had been posted in the lobby. 


6. (U) Election officials generally worked hard to overcome 
problems not of their making. At the polling station whose 
opening we observed 

municipal ballots after learning at 3:00 a.m. that morning 
that a court had disqualified the Reforms and Order Party 
from the city elections. Per election law amendments 
party\'s name had to be canceled with a stamp 

so for an initial tranche 

polling station to open a half-hour late. Voters often had 
difficulty deciphering the multiple 

As a result 

vote 

elderly. 


7. (SBU) The PSCs we observed followed election law and 
procedures. At all polling stations visited 

parties agendas were displayed clearly at the entrance (as 
allowed) 

intimidation visible. Commission chairs were generally 
friendly and welcomed us. In one polling station 

commission chairman continued to bird-dog us after explaining 
the station\'s lay-out and procedures. At another 

commission chairman tried discourage us from visiting a 
neighboring polling station located in the same building. 
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(Note: We visited that neighboring polling station and found 
nothing untoward.) In crowded polling stations 

atmosphere was tense 

of the crowded polling stations 

identification documents were checked properly 

waiting voters became agitated 

observers were not needed and only meddled in the process. 


The Final Result: Straightforward count 


8. (U) PSC 86 worked well together 

10:00 p.m. and quickly settling down to the task of counting 
ballots. There was no disagreement over a small number of 
disqualified ballots; despite the late hour 

succeeded in reconciling signatures 

counterfoils after recounting ballots twice more after the 
initial tally. Since the DEC had not provided party labels 

to be used in separating the ballots 

called out the party or bloc\'s number on the ballot. The 
actual count of the national parliament (Verkhovna Rada) 
ballots was over by 2:45 a.m. 

preparation of the protocol took an additional 90 minutes. 


9. (U) At PSC 86 

votes) of the 941 votes cast 

distant second with 14 percent (135 votes) 

bloc third with 5.8 percent (55 votes). The Communist Party 
received 30 votes 

than the Socialist Party\'s 27 votes and Bloc Nataliya 
Vitrenko\'s 25 votes. Lytvyn\'s Bloc received 21 votes; 
Pora-PRP 

round of the 2004 presidential vote 

70 percent in favor of Yanukovych 

large as in a few oblasts further east and south. As 
elsewhere 

appeared to have caused voters to favor BYuT. The PSC 86 
Chairwoman 

appeared embarrassed by the result. She explained that the 
high percentage of pensioners meant the region was especially 
conservative politically and ready to believe in Party of 
Regions\' promises. She expressed hope 

political dynamic would change over time.) 


10. (U) Visit Embassy Kiev\'s classified website: 
www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/kiev. 
Herbst 
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in Kiev. Severodonetsk\'s vote went relatively smoothly March 
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26 

observation team observed more election day procedural 
violations in Severodonetsk than in other locations 

suggesting that some old habits die hard. At least in 
Severodonetsk 

polling station commission (PSC) understaffing proved less 
disruptive than the opposition Regions Party and the 
independent Committee of Voters of Ukraine (CVU) had 
predicted. Most Severodonetsk PSCs were formed a week late 
but CVU thought that voters had had an adequate opportunity 
to check their names on the voter list 

numbers of voters were turned away on election day because 
their names were not on the voter list. The complexity of 
holding four elections at the same time 

space in some polling stations 

exhausted PSC staff 

counting votes late on March 27 

Central Election Commission only on March 29. End summary. 


Severodonetsk: from separatist rally to Regions\' landslide 


2. (SBU) Severodonetsk earned an enduring place on Ukraine\'s 
political map by hosting a frenzied separatist rally 

then-PM Yanukovych attended on November 28 

height of the Orange Revolution. During Ukraine\'s March 26 
Rada (Parliament) and local elections 

election in Severodonetsk under the auspices of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe\'s Office 
for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR). 
3. (U) In Luhansk oblast overall March 26 

74-percent outright victory (with 91 percent of the oblast 

vote tallied) 

established in the 2004 presidential election cycle 

received over 90 percent of the vote 

primary allegiance from Communist \"red\" to Regions\' \"blue\" 
(ref A). In the 2002 Rada elections 

plurality of 39.7 percent in the oblast 

pro-Kuchma For a United Ukraine (from which Regions emerged) 
with 14.4% 

Socialists 3.1% and the Tymoshenko Bloc 1.4%. 


4. (U) Severodonetsk is an industrial city of 140 

Luhansk Oblast 

hosts the AZOT fertilizer plant 

privatization dispute (it was privatized in November 2004 in 
the midst of the heated presidential election season); a 
massive oil refinery is located in the bordering city of 
Lisichansk. On March 25 in advance of the vote 

Sergey Kamyshan 

representatives of District Election Commission (DEC) 109; 
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and with 4 polling station commissions (PSCs) in DEC 109. On 
election day 


Problems with voter list 


5. (SBU) CVU\'s Kamyshan predicted there might be problems on 
election day due to the poor quality of the voter list 

assessment echoed by numerous PSCs. (Inthe end 

the problems did not appear to be that great.) Kamyshan and 

the PSCs blamed the Voter List Working Groups (VLWGs) tasked 
with updating the voter list and the city administration 

heads charged with coordinating the VLWGs. The working 
groups failed to go door to door verifying people\'s 

information 

indicated that the VLWGs were hotbeds of nepotism and 
cronyism with relatives and friends being hired 

actually working on improving the voter list. Problems on 

the voter lists frequently cited by PSCs were bad computer 
transliterations of names and addresses from Russian to 
Ukrainian 

Ukrainian 

actually living at another address. Both the CVU and PSCs 
thought that these problems were well within the capacity of 
PSCs to deal with on election day 

borne out in our observation of the voting. 


PSCs formed late 


6. (SBU) Similar fears that PSCs would not have sufficient 
staffing also went unrealized 

17 amendment to the parliamentary election law to top up PSC 
staffing. According to the DEC 

who worked at the same institution or business that hosted 

the PSC. The DEC indicated that 28 parties were represented 
on PSCs 

commissioners. Visits to PSCs showed a good distribution of 
party representatives on PSCs 

wide range of parties playing leadership roles. Kamyshan 
indicated that most PSCs opened 5-7 days late 

verified by our discussions with PSC commissioners. Kamyshan 
and the PSCs thought this still gave voters sufficient time 

to check their names on the voter list and prevent themselves 
from being disenfranchised 

observation on election day 

away by polling stations ranged from 0-10 per station. 


Long lines 
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7. (SBU) The biggest concern voiced by the DEC and PSCs 
concerned the difficulty of administering four elections at 

the same time 

ballots by hand at large polling stations (2000-plus voters). 
These concerns were borne out as we observed long lines at 
some polling stations 

of registered voters 

voters. PSC management played an important role 

well-run PSCs keeping lines outside the PSC proper to prevent 
overcrowding 

inside 

access to the booths/ballot boxes. We observed wait times 
averaging from 30 minutes to an hour at large urban PSCs. 
Fears of long vote counts also came to pass; we observed the 
vote count at PSC 17 in Severodonetsk 

count 1672 parliamentary ballots. PSC 17\'s results finally 
appeared on the CEC website mid-day March 29 (accurately 
note). Conversations with OSCE/ODIHR\'s long-term observers 
in Luhansk indicated that these problems were endemic 
throughout Luhansk Oblast. 


Possible fraud in local elections 


8. (SBU) CVU\'s Kamyshan thought that 

resources would not be used to influence the parliamentary 
election 

Kamyshan alleged that Party of Regions twice rigged the 
selection process for the chairmanship of a Territorial 
Election Commission (TEC 

local elections) in Severodonetsk. The first time the TEC 
chairman was selected by random drawing 

an official holding aside the envelope with the Party of the 
Regions commissioner\'s names so that it was drawn first. CVU 
sued to have the selection invalidated 

threw out the suit; an appeals court overthrew this decision 
and ordered that the selection be redone. Suspiciously 

the repeat selection 


9. (SBU) During our observation 

violations of election law in the outlying town of Rubizhne 
likely connected with local elections there. At PSC 54 
observed PSC workers giving out ballots without checking the 
voter list 

table. When we asked to see the voter list 

away to see the PSC chairperson. When we returned with 
chairperson in tow 

we also noted PSCs with 100-200 voters registered to vote 
from home. (Note: Ukrainian election law allows the elderly 
and sick to vote from home via a mobile ballot box. CVU in 
Severodonetsk had advised us that more than 50 mobile voters 
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registered with a single PSC should be considered 
suspicious.) At PSC 65 in Rubizhne 

were not stored in the open as required by law 

ina back room 

approximately 200 voters on the mobile list 

the mobile boxes were empty and being kept in a back room 
raising suspicions that they were going to be stuffed. We 
related this to fellow election observers with CVU 

a team to PSC 65 to investigate. When they spoke with the 
PSC Chairperson 

been there at 6:15 am 

slips in the empty boxes. (Comment: The number of votes 
involved was relatively small on the national scale 

could be significant in local elections 

council or mayoral elections.) 

Old habits die hard 


10. (SBU) Comment: The Embassy observation team in 
Severodonetsk witnessed more procedural violations than in 
other provinces covered by Embassy teams. Though 
circumstantial 

had been commonplace on behalf of RegionsV leader Yanukovych 
in 2004 when he ran for president (stacking committees 
manipulating voters" lists 

While the actions in 2006 may well have been locally 

initiated and intended to boost performance in local 

elections 

efforts to project an image of concern over the integrity of 

the election process (refs B-C). In the end 

shortcomings in the voter list should have been addressed by 
the voter list working groups staffed by local administration 
officials 

fealty to Regions. 


11. (U) Visit Embassy Kiev\'s classified website: 
www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/kiev. 
Herbst 
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lower end of the governmentVs forecast for 2006 of 2.0-2.5% 
is within reach 

increasing at the first-half pace in the second.\" INSEE\'s 
2006 GDP growth estimate is line with the 2.1% OECD 
forecast 


3. Avian Flu: INSEE made an estimate of the impact of 
spread of bird flu to poultry in France 

have a minimal 0.02% negative impact on Q-1 GDP. The 
decline is related to a decrease in poultry exports. 
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. . . Mainly led by Household Consumption 

4. INSEE forecast household consumption 

56% of GDP 

Devilliers stated that household consumption would remain 
the main engine behind economic growth 

(annualized) increase in Q-1 and 2.4% in Q-2. Partial 
information confirmed robustness of consumption in Q-1. 
Household consumption of manufactured products increased 
1.8% in February compared with January 

increase in January. According to INSEE 

will be supported by a 1.2% increase in purchasing power in 
the first half. With the stabilization of crude oil prices 

at USD 60 per barrel 

1.6% in June compared with June 2005. 


Government-subsidized Contracts Boost Job Creation... 

5. Assuming that consumption growth is more driven by 
employment than by indebtedness (French indebtedness 
generally is incurred to smooth out decreases in purchasing 
power 

maintain a certain lifestyle) 

consumers purchasing power will be stimulated by a gradual 
decrease in the unemployment rate to 9.2% in June from 9.6% 
in January. INSEE estimates that 100 

created in the first half of 2006 

the full year 2005 

employment contracts. 85 

contracts versus 35 

corresponding to a significant increase in the number of 
contracts in the government sector 

sector as part of the Social Cohesion Plan. INSEE forecast 
creation of only 25 

the private sector in the first half of 2006 compared with 

50 

offset by creation in the construction (15 

(45 


6. Interestingly 

creation through the new contract for employment (\"Contrats 
Nouvelles Embauches\" - CNE) launched in August 2005 that 
allows employers in small-and-medium sized companies to lay 
off employees with no official reason in the first two 

years. INSEE shares the views of two senior labor 
economists 

10 

CNE. This is much less than governments estimate of more 
than 400 

little impact on the labor market." 
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Household Investment Steady; Corporate Investment Slow 
7. Devilliers said that construction and real estate 

sectors had significant contributions to GDP growth in 2005. 
According to INSEE 

(annualized) in Q-1 
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this sector should continue. 


8. INSEE forecast corporate investment growth to slow 2.0% 
in Q-1 from 4% in Q-4 2005 when the manufacturing sector did 
not perform well. It expects a return to 4.0% growth in Q-2 
due to tightening of production capacities. Low real 

interest rates will continue to create favorable conditions 

for borrowing. 


Imports Are Stimulated by Domestic Demand 

9. Buoyant consumer spending will continue to boost 
imports. INSEE forecast imports to increase 6.6% in Q-1 and 
6.1% in Q-2. The foreign trade deficit will have a zero 
contribution to GDP in Q-1 and a 0.1% negative contribution 
in Q-2. 


Exports Do Not Benefit from International Environment 

10. In early 2006 

environment as favorable (\"porteur de croissance\") 

that the euro zone will benefit from strong growth in the 
United States (4.2%) 

Surveys indicate an improvement in the business climate in 
the euro zone. Expecting the euro to stay close to USD 
1.20 

and 5.3% in Q-3. INSEE economist Karine Berger stressed 
that \"France has failed to hook up to world economic 
growth 

2005. Exports increased 2.3% in 2005 when global demand 
climbed 5.5%. Berger said 

market share overseas.\" 


11. Taking into account uncertainties about France\'s market 
share abroad and the price competitiveness of French 
products 

could be significantly worse in 2006 after having negative 
contributions of 1.1% to GDP in 2004 and 1.0% in 2005. 


Upside and Downside Risks 
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12. INSEE sees Y'a more marked economic recovery in 
Germany 

benefit French exports. Any increase in German domestic 
demand including the effect of the 2006 world soccer cup on 
construction 

Germany could benefit French trade. INSEE did not rule out 
the downside risk of a higher-than-expected trade deficit 
due to a dynamic world economy 

materials prices higher 

Widening trade deficits would dent economic growth and 
employment. 


Comment: 

13. The corporate investment growth forecast remains a 
potential problem. Finance ministry chief economist Gerard 
Belet confirmed to us that corporate investment has not 
increased sufficiently 

reduced indebtedness 

rates are low. He stressed that large companies mostly 
invested (and 

investment involved purchases of software and computers 
this had no effect on production capacities. 


14. The preliminary results of government policies to 
stimulate employment are disappointing 

from the private sector than the government had expected. 
Unrest caused by the new employment contract for the youth 
(\"Contrat Premiere Embauche - CPE) indicates that 
substantial labor market reforms are unlikely in the short 

and medium terms. 
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a reported USD 16.4 billion to 35 countries during 2005 and 
the beginning of 2006. The Center for Economic Investigation 
(CIECA) 

25.8 billion over the past seven months. CIECAVs inclusion 
of USD 10 billion for the Fund Against Poverty 

announced in November 2005 but never established 
explains the difference in totals. While the two studies 
suffer from extreme imprecision 

of Chavez! international financial promises (many of which 
have not been executed) and have drawn public criticism 
given deteriorating infrastructure and unmet social needs at 
home. 


3. (U) While the accounting is very imprecise 

do include examples of tangible Venezuelan assistance to Cuba 
and Argentina. The largest support to Cuba was oil; 98 

barrels daily (USD 1.764 billion annually) per Borges or 
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95 

(note: this is in exchange for roughly 20 thousand Cuban 
medical personnel supporting the BRV missions. end note). 
Both studies list Industrial Bank of Venezuela (BIV) 

financing for Cuba 

guarantees. Both studies also reported that Venezuela 
purchased USD 1 billion in Argentine debt and the BRV 
committed to buy an additional USD 2.4 billion. (Note: 
according to press reports the BRV purchased USD 2.8 billion 
in Argentine debt from May 2005 to March 2006 

has resold a substantial portion of the debt.) Both studies 
include the barter of Venezuela oil for Argentine meat and 
industrial products 

agreement (not yet executed) to purchase Argentinian-built 
petroleum tankers. We estimate that assistance to Cuba was 
roughly USD 1.8 billion (mostly oil) and financial support to 
Argentina (mostly debt purchase) was USD 990 million from 
May-December 2005 

2006. 


4. (U) Venezuela\'s yet unrealized commitment to purchase 
petroleum tankers from Brazil and the proposed construction 
of the PDVSA-Petrobras refinery in Pernambuco 

highlighted in both studies. CIECA counts Venezuela\'s 
commitment to buy 28 tankers from Brazil (USD 3 billion) 
compared to BorgesY count of 40 tankers (USD 2 billion). 
Borges places the construction cost of the refinery in 
Pernambuco at USD 2.5 billion 

estimate of USD 1.25 billion. It is premature to determine 
the likelihood of implementation of agreements for Paraguay 
Uraguay 

2006. These include oil at barter and preferential terms 
scholarships for students from rural areas 

hospital equipment. 


5. (U) Neither study includes Chavez\' proposed USD 20 
billion 9 

Argentina. Critics charge that the pipeline is not feasible 
because Venezuela does not have sufficient gas to pump to 
meet regional demand. The delivery of the gas over such a 
long distance would also be prohibitively expensive and cause 
considerable environmental damage to the Amazon rain forest. 


6. (U) Chavez also reached out to the U.S. 

and as far as Indonesia 

Niger. As part of the BRV diplomatic strategy to lobby the 
U.S. public 
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in Boston 

Maine (worth USD 200 million per CIECA or USD 10 million per 
Borges). Venezuela also sold oil at preferential terms to 

the Caribbean (worth USD 536 million per CIECA or USD 742 
million per Borges) 

Organization of American States. Assistance to Mali 

Faso 

however 

to support aid to Africa. However 

could not confirm how much of the aid to Africa had been 
obligated for the purchase of medical and food supplies 
(reftel). In Indonesia 

construction of an educational center. 


7. (U) The table below shows Julio Borge\'s analysis: 


USD thousands 
UNITED STATES 
Study to Clear Hudson River 100 
Citgo Heating oil 200 
Public Propaganda 180 
TOTAL 200 


CUBA 

Construct homes 2 
Financing for Refinery 43 
Electricity Project 20 
Endogenous Development Project 5 
Distribution of Petroleum 1 

Cuban Debt 3 

BIV financing for Construction Ministry 10 
BIV financing for Cubana de Petroleo 20 
BIV financing for lubricant and oil plant 47 
BIV financing for tourism sector 10 
Salaries for Cuban Doctors 96 
TOTAL 5 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Infrastructure loan 156 
TOTAL 156 


DOMINICA 
Donation for construction of new airport 10 
TOTAL 10 


PUERTO RICO 
Chicago Festival 2005 donation 100 
250 
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TOTAL 250 


CARIBE 

Fondo Alba-Caribe 

Finance for Social and Economic Programs 50 
Petrocaribe- 72 

TOTAL 792 


ECUADOR 
Public bonds 25 
TOTAL 25 


BRAZIL 

40 Petroleum Tankers 2 
Refinery 2 
Samba School 1 
TOTAL 4 


BOLIVIA 

Diesel at 10% discount 851 
Barter of Diesel for Agriculture Products 150 
Donation to Bolivia 30 
Scholarships 5 

Network of community radios 1 
TOTAL 188 


PARAGUAY 

13 

barrels/day of petroleum at generous conditions 100 
TOTAL 100 


URUGUAY 

43 

Donations for Refinery la Teja 600 
Purchase of Alcohol Carburante 7 
Barter of Petroleum for Goods and Services 200 
Loan to Equip an Industrial Plant 7 
CADAFE Exchange with UTE 10 
Loan for Social Development Ministry 3 
Loan for Hospital 17 
Assistance to Uruguayan Businesses 5 
TOTAL 889 


ARGENTINA 

Repair of four tankers 6 
Purchase of 2 Petroleum tankers 120 
Argentine Bonds 1 

Barter of 5 million barrels of oil/day 

for meat 200 

Barter of 4 million barrels of oil/day 

for industrial products 340 
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Refinery Rhasa 100 
Argentine Bonds 2 

Line of credit for cooperatives 3 
TOTAL 4 


INDONESIA 
Technology Institute 2 
TOTAL 2 


MAURITANA 
Food Assistance 500 
TOTAL 500 


MALI 
Humanitarian Aid 800 
TOTAL 800 


BURKINA FASO 
Food Assistance 1 
TOTAL 1 


NIGER 
Food Assistance 1 
TOTAL 1 


JAMAICA 

Highway 2000 300 
Donation for the Petrojam Refinery 7 
TOTAL 307 


TOTAL 16 
ADDITIONAL - 
TELESUR 


51% of the shares are for Venezuela 10 
TOTAL 10 


8. (U) The table below shows CIECAVs analysis: 


USD million 
AMERICA 
04/11/2005 Fund to Fight Poverty 10 
TOTAL 10 


ARGENTINA 
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Refinery Campanas 100 
Foreign Debt | 500 
04/07/2005 Cooperatives 3 
12/08/2005 4 million barrels of fuel oil 340 
12/08/2005 Construction of 2 tankers 112 
16/09/2005 Foreign debt Il 500 
20/12/2005 Foreign debt Ill 2 
TOTAL 3 


BOLIVA 

PetroSur: 5 

1 year 30% financing 33 
04/01/2006 Social Works 30 
TOTAL 63 


BRASIL 

30/09/2005 Refinery at Permanbuco (50%) 1 
04/11/2005 28 tankers for PDVSA 3 
17/12/2005 Plant 125 
TOTAL 4 


CARIBE 
30/06/2005 Petro-Caribe 50 
11/09/2005 Petro-Caribe 98 
USD/barrel 45 
TOTAL 536 


CUBA 
Electronic Project for Habana 20 
BIV ) Instalation 
BIV 400 
Petroleo 2006 
95 
22/08/2005 PDVSA/BIV- &Endogenous Development8 8 
02/09/2005 BIV ) Linea de Cred Exp venezolanas 87 
11/09/2005 Petroleo:95 
45 
17/09/2005 BIV-Housing 50 
08/10/2005 Refinery at Cienfuegos 
65 
TOTAL 4 


ECUADOR 
08/12/2005 Bonds 25 
TOTAL 25 


UNITED STATES 

04/09/2005 CITGO ) Donation for Katrina 5 
22/11/2005 Subsidy for heating oil 10 
TOTAL 15 
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GUYANA 

Loan Forgiveness 12 
TOTAL 12 


INDONESIA 
20/08/2005 Educational Center 2 
TOTAL 2 


JAMAICA 
08/10/2005 Refinery Kingston 
con Petrojam 36 
300 
03/01/2006 Highway 2000 300 
TOTAL 600 


PARAGUAY 

11/09/2005 Petroleo 1 - 8 million barrels/day 
USD/barrels 45 

10/12/2005 Expansion of Elisa Refinery 0 

TOTAL 624 


REPUBLICA DOMINICANA 
17/09/2005 Infrastructure 156 
TOTAL 156 


URUGUAY 
PetroSur: 

43.6 M barrels/day 

1 year 
29/07/2005 Refinery La Teja 600 
29/07/2005 CASA )food purchases 12 
18/11/2005 Trust for barter of petroleum for food 200 
08/12/2005 Improvement of hospital infrastructure 1 
09/12/2005 Support for firms for workers 5 
09/12/2005 Alcohol carburante 7 
09/12/2005 Hospital de Clinicas 10 
10/12/2005 Children\'s Center 3 
10/12/2005 Cadafe-UTE Exchange 10 
11/12/2005 BANDES: financing for entrepreneurs 3 
14/01/2006 Firms 5 
TOTAL 1 


TOTAL 25 


9. (SBU) To date 
more rhetoric than dollars; however 
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cases we are talking real money 

perhaps Bolivia. In other cases 

that Chavez is giving away free oil 

he actually only promises a discount 

purchase 

eventual strengthened concrete political support or countries 
will simply take the money 


10. (SBU) However 

National Development Fund (FONDEN) will have received USD 17 
billion in transfers from the BRV (read: Central Bank and 
PDVSA transfers) 

support his diplomatic initiatives without any effective 
public scrutiny or oversight. The BRV could strategically 
deposit or \"invest\" FONDEN funds (as it reportedly did to 
purchase Argentine bonds) 

countries (e.g. 

country FTAs such as Bolivian soybeans) 

various projects abroad. 


BROWNFIELD 
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General Assembly Resolution 60/251 

operative paragraph 13 (OP 13) of the March 15 General 
Assembly resolution establishing the new Human Rights Council 
(60/251). Mexico called for the adoption of and transmission 
to ECOSOC of two outstanding mandates -- the Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (DRIP) and the Draft 
Convention on Forced Disappearances. Pakistan and others 
called for a 1-day final session which would be \"short and 
procedural 

supported by Argentina and Brazil 

extensive final session of the CHR 

agreed procedure and agenda for a one-day session. In 
addition 

close to adoption 

submitting them to ECOSOC 

HRC where they might be subjected to a vote. 


3.(U) ECOSOC Pres. Hachani responded that it is not ECOSOCVs 
responsibility to interpret the substance of 60/251 

discharge ECOSOC\'s duties as set out in OP 13; therefore 

is necessary to abolish the Commission by June 16 and leave 
possible substantive issues for a later date. Pakistan agreed 

with this and again suggested a one-day session. A number of 
African nations 
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stated they would like the CHR abolished quickly and that 
substantive issues such as indigenous peoples should not be 
discussed in this forum at the present moment. Responding to 
a concern raised by Benin on procedures for handling the 
CHR\'s final report 

other reports 

followed-up on if needed. Hachani and others rejected the 
idea raised by Benin that CHR should present a historical 
overview of its 60 years of work. 


4.(U) Tanzania\'s representative agreed with Hachani and said 
the Commission might need a few days to conclude a final 
report. President Hachani reminded the Council a decision was 
needed at this session because ECOSOC could not meet March 
23 

carry-out ECOSOC\'s request. The President stated his 
preference for Tanzania\'s suggestion for a few days of \"short 
and procedural\" work for the Commission to conclude its 
session and submit a final report 

substantive issues for a later date and time. Hachani 

promptly moved to the formal meeting 

abolish the CHR was adopted by consensus. (Comment: The two 
substantive issues of interest to Latin countries 

peoples and forced disappearances 

discussed 

report.) 


Fifth Meeting of the Organizational Session 


5.(U) The formal meeting 

Commission on Human Rights (see above) 

acclamation H.E. Mr. Dalius Cekuolis (Lithuania) as 
Vice-President of the Council to replace his predecessor who 
had departed New York for Vilnius. The meeting then moved to 
the Operational Activities Segment for the 2006 summer 
session 

modalities and funding of UN operations. Both the EU and the 
G77 stated their support for the G77 draft decision 

the Council adopted by a 51-1(US)-0 vote. USDel gave an EOV 
highlighting that the decision does not mention or 
acknowledge in any way whatsoever the (World) Summit 
Outcome 

responsibilities to implement the reform process of the 

Summit Outcome.\" 


Peacebuilding Commission 
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6.(U) In the informal session 

lack of progress on ECOSOC election procedures for the PBC 
Organizational Committee (OC) and his intent to move toward a 
solution in the following week. (Note: he has scheduled 
another formal meeting for March 31.) Several delegations 
then shared their views on the need for strong regional 
representation in the PBC 

The Indian presentation noted the urgent need to get the PBC 
operational quickly 

adjust their policies so that the stand up of the PBC would 

not be \"grossly unfair.\" President Hachani noted that he 
would be working with PGA Eliasson to develop a solution 
quickly. 


BOLTON 
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in Morocco 

of school. Sporys did add 

people seemed to be caught up in the festivities and 
than normal 

streets that 


4. (C) Sporys was intrigued by the visit to the Western 
Sahara by Libyan envoy al-Dam 

on March 20 in Laayoune. Sporys thought it ironic given 
Libya\'s past support for the Polisario 

Polisario still carried around weapons supplied by Libya. 


Moroccan Violations 


5. (C) Sporys said the huge Moroccan security presence in 
Laayoune constituted a violation of the military agreement 
governing the Western Sahara conflict 

report the violation to the Security Council as per normal 
procedures. Sporys said he had been out fishing the week 
before and counted 60 vehicles in a convoy heading into 
Laayoune from the north. The vehicles include Spanish 
humvees\" with mounted weapons. MINURSO understood that 
special precautions were necessary for the King\'s visit and 
was not suggesting the Moroccans had offensive purposes in 
mind with the build-up. MINURSO had already informed the 
Moroccans in writing via FAR General Bennani about the 
issuance of the violation 

was that the build-up was done in order to combat illegal 
migration. 


6. (C) Sporys added that MINURSO was in the process of 
finishing its contribution to the upcoming SYG report on the 
Western Sahara. MINURSO would comment on the situation on 
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the ground 
dealing with broader political developments. 


Morocco\'s Autonomy Plan 


7. (C) Sporys hypothesized that the Moroccan autonomy plan 
would be the \"framework agreement plus. From what he was 


picking up in Laayoune 

about sharing the wealth from resource extraction in the 
Western Sahara with the Sahrawis. W Everything goes to 
Rabat 


Events on the Ground and in Tifariti 


8. (C) Sporys commented that Polisario relations with 

MINURSO were poor. \"They don\'t really like us 

The Polisario feels MINURSO is in Morocco\'s pocket (comment: 
while the GOM feels MINURSO is pro-Polisario...) 

be able to deliver on the holding of a referendum 

disappointed MINURSO cannot be more aggressive with the GOM 
on human rights violations. 


9. (C) Polcouns thanked Sporys for MINURSO\'s interventions 
with both sides during the SADR anniversary celebrations in 
Tifariti in late February 

role in defusing tensions. Sporys said the Moroccans were 
greatly exaggerating Polisario activities in Tifariti; the 
Polisario did not have the money or resources to build a 
parliament or other institutions east of the berm 

alleged. \"There is nothing in Tifariti but a few old 

buildings and cement foundations 

Nevertheless 

observed according to the military agreement 

attract several Algerian ministers (comment: The Turkish 
Embassy in Rabat claims there were 50 Algerian officials 
present) and the South African ambassador based in Algiers. 


Visit of UN Human Rights Commission 


10. (C) Sporys said a visit by the UN High Commission for 
Human Rights (postponed several times) was expected for five 
days starting March 29. The delegation would spend time in 
Laayoune 

how much leeway the group would have to interview people in 
Laayoune 
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Visit Embassy Rabat\'s Classified Website; 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/rabat 
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Sao Paulo state 

died from asphyxiation from burning mattresses. 
The rebellion was in part a protest against 
overcrowding in a facility which was built to hold 
120 persons 

ended when riot troops entered the facility 
considered linked to prison riots throughout the 
state earlier in the week. 


Chaos in the Prison System 


3. (U) The week of rioting began on Monday 
March 20 at the Odon Ramos Magalhaes Penitentiary 
in Ipero 

Twenty-two persons were wounded 

continued until riot police arrived. Riots soon 
followed at one other penitentiary and in three 
\"Temporary Detention Centers (CDPs) 

of the State Penitentiary system 

the presence of riot police at Ipero. (NOTE: 

The availability of cell phones throughout the 

state prison and jail system makes it possible for 
inmate and gang leaders in different facilities to 
coordinate actions. See ref A. END NOTE.) 
Disturbances followed at facilities in Maua 

Caiua 

Paulo city. The week of March 27 began with more 
headaches for state authorities 

in four additional CDPs and at the public jail in 
Tatui in the interior. 


Overcrowding a Common Characteristic 


4. (SBU) All the facilities involved in recent 
riots are overcrowded. For example 

da Rocha facility was built to accommodate 600 
inmates but currently houses 1 

Statistics published by the Secretariat for 
Prisons highlight state-wide overcrowding. The 
prison system was built to accommodate 95 
prisoners 
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Furthermore 

jails and holding cells administered by the State 
Secretariat for Public Security 


SIPDIS 

by Governor Alckmin to close these facilities and 
transfer inmates to the CDPs of the Prison 
Administration. Human rights workers decry the 
often lengthy time detainees spend in public jails 
after arrest. A credible NGO source told Poloff 
that the State Secretariat for Public Security 
which administers the public jails 

to provide inmates with basic toiletry supplies 

let alone social or educational programs 

those waiting official transfer to the penal system 
in worse conditions than they will face in prison. 


Power of the PCC 
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5. (SBU) The PCC is widely believed to be behind 
the prison and jail riots of the last week and a 

half. (NOTE: Ref A discussed the growing power of 
the PCC within the penitentiary system. END NOTE.) 
According to press reports 

disturbances if certain demands are not met 

an end to the hated \"Differentiated Disciplinary 
Regime 

commit crimes while in prison to up to a year in 
solitary confinement in high security facilities. 

In 2001 the PCC was believed to be responsible 
for a series of riots and rebellions that 
simultaneously rocked 29 facilities throughout 

the state. 


Political Motivation? 


6. (SBU) Press reports indicate that Governor and now 
opposition PSDB presidential candidate Geraldo Alckmin 
believes that the series of recent prison disturbances 

are politically motivated. The rebellions began just 

days after AlckminQs nomination was announced by his 
partyQs president. (ref B). Francisco de Assis 

Santana 

Penitentiary System 

the influence of the PCC are the reasons behind the 
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riots. Santana states that the PCC 

the Movimento dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra 
(Landless Rural Workers Movement - MST) 

destabilize the government. Poloff sought 

clarification whether the PCC and MST work together 

or merely along parallel lines. Santana stated that 

the groups work together in many instances. He pointed 
out that in the rural far west of Sao Paulo state 

MST activists and PCC gang leaders are incarcerated in 
the same prisons. Communication in and between 
facilities is not a problem. (ref C). Santana foresees 

a long year of disturbances 

presidential election and the World Cup soccer 
championship will create a heated environment inside 
prisons. 


7. (SBU) COMMENT: This latest wave of prison uprisings 
comes just as Governor Alckmin is under the spotlight 

as a presidential candidate. Some journalists suggest 
that the PCC wishes to draw attention to public security 
as AlckminQs \"Achilles heel.\" Whether or not the wave 
of disturbances is related to the governor\'s candidacy 

the power of the PCC within the state detention system 

is evident and worrisome. END COMMENT. 


8. (U) This cable was coordinated/cleared with Embassy 
Brasilia. 
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defeat Alberto Andrade 

the 2002 race. Casteneda is a native of Chiclayo in northern 
Peru where his father was a highly regarded mayor three 
decades ago. He continues to have strong ties to the north 
coast 

candidates won election in 2001. Casteneda 

success in Lima has been personal rather than institutional; 
Lourdes Flores Popular Christian Party (PPC) 

Casteneda 

more important element in the capital of their Unidad 
Nacional alliance. 


4. (U) Castaneda won the affection of Lima\'s poor in 2002 by 
building several hundred cement stairways up the sand dunes 
where the capital 

water 

Casteneda has pressed forward with the stairways 

calls V'the expressways of the poor 

cumulative number to nearly 1000. The positive impact of 
these routes 
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fuel up several hundred vertical feet of loose sand 

to overstate. The stairways are almost the only public 
works 

not charge a user 


-- built 14 \"solidarity hospitals" in marginal neighborhoods 

of Lima 

into examination rooms. These \"hospitals\" (they are actually 
more like clinics) are all self-financing though the basic 
charge for a non-specialized consultation is only USD 1.20. 
The Ambassadors visited the first solidarity hospital 

was opened just 5 months after Casteneda assumed office. 
That facility is staffed by private doctors and sees an 

average of 2500 patients per day. Casteneda noted that most 
of the clientele could seek free treatment from the Social 
Security hospital system 

costs (not to mention lost time) in reaching those 

centralized facilities are as much as the fee for the service 

he provides. 


-- expanded and rehabilitated several parks. The parks 

charge a basic admission of US 50 cents per person and 
additional fees for use of pools or other special facilities. 

Most are built in C sector neighborhoods and offer the only 
recreation around. As a result 

the cost. Casteneda prides himself on the quality these 

facilities 

that only members of private clubs previously could access. 

The Ambassadors visited two such parks and saw that the boast 
isn 


-- given priority to transportation projects that help the 

poor. By July 2006 the city will have completed the first 
expressway (the Avenida Grau project) for the exclusive use 
of public transportation. It will allow users of the city 

electric train 

reach center of Lima more quickly and cheaply. One year 
later 

station at Plaza Grau that will for the first time connect 

public transportation along expressways that run from the 

city 

government is working with bus owners to establish fixed 
routes and timetables so that commuters of modest means will 
know when they can get service. (Buses presently operate in 
a completely haphazard way.) By removing thousands of buses 
from crowded city streets 

flow in Lima 

there. 


5. (U) Reversing more than a decade of persistent deficits in 
the city budget 
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and more than doubled its infrastructure expenditures. He 
did this first by a relentless crackdown on property owners 
who were either evading or badly in arrears on taxes. His 
first large investments were in toll road expressways. 

Having shown that the income stream on those projects more 
than covered costs 

rating for bond issues to reprofile high-interest debt and 

build more projects. 


6. (C) COMMENT: Casteneda has broken the political mold in 
Peru. While now well regarded by Lima 

supported his opponent in 2002) 

the C/D/E sectors. Yet he does not approach these voters as 
his competitors do -- he rarely gives speeches and is averse 
to offering handouts. Though greater Lima holds more than 
one-third of Peru 

record of launching even its popular incumbents into the 
Presidency. Casteneda decided this time around to stay out 
of the national race 

(a painful bum leg) and because too many of his public works 
projects were still just holes in the ground. He is a driven 
man 

the meantime 

the rallying point for the opposition if Humala wins the 
Presidency. His credibility among the classes that also form 
Humala 

hostile national administration can also dull Casteneda 
record. While Unidad Nacional has wavered between loyal and 
fierce opposition to Toledo 

relationship with the President 

financial backing to the mayor 

transportation projects. END COMMENT. 
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resolved 

confrontation over the issue are hoping for a Constitutional 
Council decision to send the law back to the legislature and 
provide President Chirac and the government with a 
face-saving way out of the current impasse. Otherwise Chirac 
himself may have to step in 

getting the issue off the street and back into the political 
process. The rhetoric of the principal political actors 

remains that of sticking to their guns 

signals they are sending 

that the social confrontation could spin out of control 

aimed at finding a way out. France\'s five major trade union 
federations \"solemnly\" called on President Chirac to 
\"intervene 

Popular Movement (UMP) members of parliament openly supported 
Interior Minister Sarkozy\'s compromise proposal calling for a 
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delay in promulgation of the CPE law. END SUMMARY. 


PUBLIC UNHAPPY WITH DIRECTION OF EVENTS 

2. (SBU) According to most recent polls 83 percent of the 
French want President Chirac to step in 

events 

participation in protests March 28 (ref A) clearly showed 
could well keep growing and 

The public\'s deep dissatisfaction with Chirac is palpable -- 
and has been building for a very long time -- but even so 
ordinary people still look to the president to make the big 
decision to keep the ascendant turmoil and tension of 
increasing protests from snowballing into a major 

crisis. Chirac is in a particularly uncomfortable quandary. 
He can repudiate the prime minister whom he had hoped would 
bring some luster to the record of his last years in office 

or support him into a deepening confrontation that protest 
leaders have vowed to continue if the government does not 
cede. Even as they \"solemnly\" asked for Chirac\'s 
\"intervention\" in defusing the crisis 

trade union federations also announced a new day of protests 
and strike actions for April 4. Should the Constitutional 
Council sustain the constitutionality of the CPE law (a 
decision is expected March 30) 

presidential prerogative for sending laws back to legislature 
for a second look (ref A) 

the streets and back into the political process -- which is 
what most French people want. 


HIGHLIGHTNG FRANCEYS GROWING WSOCIAL FRACTURE" 


underlying motives of the demonstrators. Chirac and the 
political class have already ignored once -- last May at the 
time of the referendum on a proposed constitution for the EU 
-- widespread fears about France\'s fading promise of 
prosperity for middle-class and working people. The current 
disagreement over the CPE reflects the deep split in French 
society 

between those -- in the words of social critic Alain Minc -- 
who feel they have more opportunity in the world of 
globalization 

Yesterday\'s respectable turn-out of students 

workers and their supporters and families clearly evidenced 
how strong the demand for continued \"social protection!" -- 
and the refusal of structural 

reform -- remains among many in France\'s middle and working 
classes. Those who favor Villepin\'s \"liberal\" reform -- 
allowing employers to fire at will within a two year period 
first-time employees under 26 -- clearly fall on that side of 
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the social divide where people are more ready to let go of 
France\'s \"social model 

life that is more individualistic 

to uncertainty. 


HIGHLIGHING THE SPLIT ON THE CENTER-RIGHT 

4. (SBU) The struggle over the CPE has also thrown into 
stark relief the divisions in the ruling 

Even though Va majority of our electorate\" in the words of a 
key UMP strategist and Sarkozy advisor 

what it stands for 

risk turning very sour for the person in charge of the 

police\" (UMP President and Interior Minister Nicolas 
Sarkozy). In a meeting with UMP parliamentarians on March 
28 

an effort to lower the tensions in the streets while changes 

to the law are negotiated with V'the social partners\" -- 
student associations and organized labor. Sarkozy 
compromise solution 

CPE law without withdrawing it outright 

but about 50 or 60\" of the UMP\'s 360 or so members of the 
National Assembly. (Note: Assuming the Constitutional 
Council rules in favor of the CPE law 

will have nine days to promulgate it. Sarkozy 

solution assumes that Chirac will use that nine day period to 
commence serious negotiations with \"the social partners. End 
note.) Villepin and his supporters would have President 
Chirac promulgate the CPE law as soon as the Constitutional 
Council might approve it. In their view 

insistence on \"realism and activist reform without delay\" is 
justified. Those who support the prime minister like to 

point out that 25 percent of France\'s youth between 16 and 25 
who are actively looking for a job (this is 

students) can\'t find one 

belated action of the CPE reform is very much in order. 


COMMENT 

5. (SBU) There is no way to predict how the immediate 
\"crisis over the CPE\" will be resolved. Those who worry that 
that the risks of continuing confrontation have exceeded the 
consequence of the immediate issue at stake are hoping for a 
Constitutional Council decision to send the law back to the 
legislature and provide President Chirac and the government 
with a face-saving way out of the current impasse. 

Otherwise 

at dampening the discontent. Both the Socialist Party (PS) 
and the centrist Union for French Democracy (UDF) are 
insistently calling for the government to back down and 
withdraw the CPE law. The underlying causes of the 
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disagreement over the CPE reform 

free-market orientation and its undermining of social 
protections -- willremain. This underlying battle over \"the 
French social model" -- its adaptability to the world of 
globalization -- will also remain as the underlying issue of 
the 2007 presidential election 

Comment. 


Please visit ParisW Classified Website at: 
http://www .state.sgov.gov/p/eur/paris/index.c fm 
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regional cooperation. Australia and New Zealand will not 

sign the \"Guiding Framework\" but will send Deputy 
Minister-level representatives to the conference. None of 

the Pacific Island states that recognize Taiwan will attend. 
Ambassador Dinger will attend the conferences opening as an 
observer and invited guest. End Summary 


Heads of Government to Nadi 


2. (SBU) According to contacts at the Pacific Island Forum 
(PIF) 

the Pacific Island states with which it has diplomatic 
relations to attend the the conference (reftels) 

exception of Australia and New Zealand. Heads of government 
attending include Prime Minister Qarase of Fiji 

Papua New Guinea 

leaders of Vanuatu 

Micronesia 

bilateral sessions with Premier Wen on April 5. Fiji Foreign 
Ministry officials have told us that President lloilo is also 
scheduled to make the trip to Nadi to meet with Wen. 


\"Guiding Framework 


3. (C) PIF contacts said each of the eight countries noted 
above had already initialed the PRC-drafted \"Guiding 
Framework\" on China-Pacific cooperation (described in detail 
in Ref A). That document will be signed by ministers of 
commerce or trade on the morning of April 5. A number of 
bilateral agreements will also be signed during the 

conference. PNG High Commissioner to Fiji Peter Eafare told 
us PNG and the PRC would be signing four bilateral agreements 
on various aspects of economic cooperation. Eafare noted 
that he had advised Port Moresby against signing the \"Guiding 
Framework" but had been overruled. 
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Australia 


4. (C) Theresa Gambaro 

Affairs 

Luamanuvau Winnie Laban 

Affairs 

Australia\'s Deputy High Commissioner to Fiji 

Australia had originally planned to send a lower level 

person 

New Zealand to increase the level of representation. Neither 
Australia nor New Zealand will sign the \"Guiding Framework\" 
document. 


No Countries That Recognize Taiwan Attending 


5. (SBU) According to the PIF 

countries that recognize Taiwan will attend the conference 
(Kiribati 

Marshall Islands). Representives from the Marshalls 

and Kiribati had previously told us (Ref A) that they had 
received clear instructions not to consider accepting 
invitations to the conference. Nauru\'s High Commissioner to 
Fiji reiterated that stance to us March 28. 


Taiwan Rep Says Conference Exhibits Expanding PRC Influence 
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6. (C) Sherman Kuo 

earlier this month that the PRC hopes to use the conference 
and the \"Guiding Framework\" to isolate countries that 
recognize Taiwan. This 

procedure for the PRC in the region. But the PRC has a 
larger goal in sight. The conference 

the beginning of a significant effort by the PRC to expand 

its economic and political influence in the region. The 
PRC\'s spats with Taiwan 

this. 


Comment: A Big Splash 


7. (C) Wen\'s visit is already generating a large amount of 
press play in Fiji. We expect coverage to increase 
dramatically in the run-up to the visit. Despite the 
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high-profile 

have expressed skepticism that the visit 

to be signed in conjunction with it 

impact. They point 

\"Guiding Framework\" is non-binding. Ultimately 

of Wen\'s visit will be judged by whether an already-active 
PRC uses these meetings to further ratchet up its level of 
activity in the region. 


DINGER 
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weeks ago in Caracas 

press conference with Hugo Chavez and emphatically stated 
that he did not intend to sign an FTA with the United States. 
(Comment: In a face-to-face meeting a week earlier 

had explicitly told me (reftel) that he wished to pursue an 
FTA with us. End Comment.) 


4. (C) According to Lepra 

following messages to the U.S. Charge d\'Affaires: (a) That he 
(Vasquez) knows best how to manage the radicals within his 
governing Frente Amplio (FA) coalition 

needs to placate that crowd 

have little effect on his foreign policy overtures towards 

the United States. 


5. (C) Lepra went on to say that Vazquez! first step in his 
trade policy strategy for engaging the U.S. was to amend 

sign and ratify the Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT) 

process which Uruguay completed last December. The second 
step is to expand commercial ties through JCTI. The third 
step entails beginning actual negotiations with the U.S. on 

an FTA. Vazquez told Lepra that he had hoped to begin FTA 
discussions next year. Lepra was then required to explain 
the issue of Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) and the critical 
timing and deadlines involved. (Note: Lepra has discussed 
this subject at lengih with Ambassador Gianelli in Washington 
and also with us. End Note.) After the explanation 
President\'s response to Lepra was 

this year 

President Bush 

with POTUS. 


6. (C) I had the impression throughout the conversation that 
Lepra wanted assurances that we have the U.S. President\'s 
commitment to an FTA. 
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Comment: 


7. (C) We continue to find ourselves in an awkward position 
when we discuss an FTA with the GOU. While the U.S. 
President\'s National Security Strategy 

Hemisphere strategy document 

the America\'s all list free trade at the top of our agenda 

we seem to have sent mixed signals to Uruguay regarding an 
FTA. At least this is how President Vazquez perceives it. 
End Comment. 
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candidate Ollanta Humala 

a return to the failed statist economic policies of the past. 
Infighting and distrust between the alliance\'s component 
parties remains a problem 

campaign\'s Lima headquarters and its provincial officials. 
END SUMMARY. 


2. (SBU) Poloffs have been sounding out Unidad Nacional 
(UN) alliance congressional candidates and advisors on the 
direction and prospects of their presidential and legislative 
campaign (UN is made up of Flores\' Popular Christian Party 
(PPC) 

(SN) and Congressman Rafael Rey\'s Renovation party). Over 
the past several weeks Poloffs met with UN congressional 
candidates Marco Parra (also Deputy Mayor of Lima and SN 
Secretary General) 


SIPDIS 

and Milagros Campos; Andean Parliament candidate Francisco 
Sarmiento; PPC Political Secretary Percy Tabory; and former 
Interior Minister Fernando Rospigliosi (who has been 
counseling the Flores campaign). 


3. (C) The general picture that emerged from these 
conversations was of a chronically disorganized campaign that 
still has yet to figure out how to get its act together. Two 
months ago Arturo Woodman 

President 

that the alliance\'s campaign had no/no formal command 
structure 

the campaign trail 24/7 and had little time to deal with 
organizational or logistical issues 

in her absence (Ref C). None of those interviewed by Poloffs 
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gave any indication that the situation has changed: 


-- Rospigliosi described the campaign\'s organization as 
\"hopeless 

Ramirez does not/not have a clue regarding the Peruvian 
electorate 

political consultant Juan Jose Rendon will do anything but 

add to the campaign\'s confusion (Note: While a reliable 

source and newspaper reports stated that Rendon\'s contracting 
was a done deal 

no/no agreement has been reached. End Note). In comments to 
the media 

shortcoming has been Flores\' failure to base the campaign on 
a single \"strong idea or axis\" that can resonate with voters. 


-- Castro complained that UN\'s press advisors are not up to 
par 

publicity for Flores\' concrete proposals that could have wide 
popular appeal 

Secure\" law and order initiative. 


-- Tabory and Sarmiento agreed that the campaign has been 
badly managed 
addressed. They pointed out that Flores is making hard 


decisions on campaign strategy 

aimed at polarizing the electoral debate between Flores and 
Humala. They added that 

first round of voting 

out from campaign headquarters in Lima to the provinces to 
ensure diffusion of acommon message and to improve 
management of meetings and rallies. 


4. (C) The three parties that make up UN have not/not been 
a model of cooperation throughout the campaign. Campos 
observed that the preferential voting system for Congress has 
a negative effect on alliances 

compete against each other for seats in the legislature 
(voters cast ballots for an alliance/party and then can 

write-in up to two \"preferential\" candidates: parties are 
awarded seats in proportion to their total vote in each 
electoral district; the individual candidates of each 
alliance/party who garner the most \"preferential\" votes win 
election). Parra agreed that the preferential vote 
complicates intra-alliance relations 

activists from his party only want to work for SN candidates 
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and he has had a difficult time convincing them to also 
devote themselves to the Flores campaign. Only in early 
March 

begin to rein-in the internal squabbling between alliance 
factions. 


5. (C) Parra singled out Rafael Rey\'s Renovacion party as a 
particularly troublesome alliance partner. Percy Medina 
Secretary General of the pro-democracy NGO Transparencia 


SIPDIS 

told Polcouns that Transparencia\'s investigation into the 
defacing of many of Parra\'s billboards concluded that 
Renovacion members were chiefly responsible 

APRA party activists as had first been suspected. Tabory and 
Sarmiento 

been restored within the alliance 

spending most of its money promoting Parra 

does not appear on Parra\'s billboards 

briefly at the conclusion of his radio ads) 

the campaign\'s leadership and work force is drawn from the 
PPC. 


6. (C) Parra 

Flores decided to shift her campaign rhetoric from talking 
about her policy proposals to embrace harsh criticism of 
Humala (Ref A). This 

in a strategy to polarize the electorate between Flores 

the pro-democracy pro-economic growth candidate 

as a candidate who represents a return to authoritarianism 
and the failed polices of statist economic intervention. 
Campos emphasized that Flores needed to make it clear to the 
electorate that a vote for her meant a vote for jobs; a 
prescription the UN presidential candidate tried to fill with 
the claim that her administration would create 650 
annually (Ref B). Unfortunately for Flores 

acknowledged 

economists 

it was indeed achievable. 


7. (C) Tabory and Sarmiento added that Flores will 
henceforth concentrate her personal appearances in Lima and 
other heavily populated departments where she has significant 
support that can be built on 

Libertad 

Other areas in southern Peru 

off as Humala country 
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women 

their husbands 

UN\'s congressional candidates and activists are being 
pressured by Flores to start a door-to-door campaign in 
marginal and poor neighborhoods 

percent of the electorate) live. A media blitz is also 

planned to target C-E voters 

has the support of most of the A-B (upper and middle-class) 
sectors. 


8. (S) Castro 

severe financial constraints while the Humala campaign is 
loaded with cash and spending money well beyond what its 
official campaign finance declarations would make possible. 
They surmised that Humala is receiving funds from Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chavez 

proof to back this up. It is odd 

\"that the party of the rich has limited campaign funds 

the party of the poor is rich.\" (Note: A reliable source 

told us that the Flores campaign has 

received a significant financial contribution. End Note.) 


9. (C) The disjointed and disorganized Flores campaign is 
only starting to get its act together now that the finish 

line is coming into view. With adequate funding 

candidate and a strong message it is possible that Flores and 
her followers can reverse her steady downward slide in the 
polls (one percent weekly since mid-January - see Ref A and 
previous election updates). It remains to be seen 

the extent to which Flores and the component parts of her UN 
alliance will follow-through on implementing their home 
stretch strategy 

C-E sector audience will be receptive at this stage of the 
campaign. END COMMENT. 

STRUBLE 
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and Commercial Relations: China - Mexico in the Latin 
American Context 

a potential partner instead of a threat. The forum began 
with Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) professor 
Enrique Dussel Peters emphasizing that Mexico must devote 
more energy to developing the relationship 

which it has not put much effort up to this point. Yin 
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Xingmin 

pointed out that as an emerging world power 

an interest in its prospects in Latin America. While other 
countries 

the way in commerce with Asia 

Participants considered the prospects for bilateral trade 
focusing on Mexico\'s comparative advantages and weaknesses. 
Chinese exhibitors Yin Xingmin and Li Jian Hua 

Sinatex 

Mexico 

to complement its trade and attract Chinese investment. 
Participants paid special attention to the textile 

electronics 

weaknesses of the Mexican and Chinese economies. End 
summary. 


2. Head official of the International Trade and Investment 
Promotion Office of the Secretary of the Economy 

Solis Sanchez 

energy to developing its relationship with China 

all three major candidates for the Mexican Presidency have 
mentioned in their platforms. While Solis said Mexico did 
not want to negotiate an FTA with China 

promoted the idea of an Agreement for the Protection and 
Reciprocal Promotion of Investments 

towards improving commercial relations. 


3. While Mexico is the top importer of Chinese goods in 
Latin America 

its counterparts. Solis argued that \"the U.S. and EU did 
not wait for China to join the WTO 

Mexico has to anticipate further developments in China 
suggested that it may be too late. Moreover 
participating as an observer of many Latin American 
institutions 

more attention to Asian banks and organizations. 


4. Other participants 

President of the Mexican Chamber for Foreign Trade 

Mexican Senator Dulce Maria Sauri who heads the Asia-Pacific 
Relations Committee 

window of opportunity by depending too heavily on trade with 
North America and ignoring options for diversifying exports. 


5. Fulbright scholar Carol Wise and UNAM Professor Enique 
Dussel Peters presented viewpoints on the Mexico-China 
economic relationship. While Wise believed Mexico still had 
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time to close the gap with China 

has recognized too late the importance of China. Although 
Mexico could still find niches for cooperation with China 
advocating its position as a platform to reach the western 
hemisphere will be difficult since China has stronger ties 

to South American countries. Several exhibitors at the 
conference made suggestions: Mexico must exploit its 
advantage of being amember of NAFTA and the U.S.\'s southern 
neighbor to compete with Asia. Instead of focusing on jobs 
lost in the manufacturing sector 

attention to increasing the global services it offers and 
developing high value added products to move into the next 
stage of economic development. 
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6. Participants discussed the prospects for bilateral 

trade 

weaknesses. Mexico\'s proximity to the U.S. reduces 
logistics and transport costs. China-U.S. transport costs 
increased seven per cent in 2005. Mexico could offer 
alternative ports south of the border such as Manzanillo or 
Lazaro Cardenas to take advantage of overburdened facilities 
in the western U.S. One participant argued that Mexico 
could also offer a base to produce or finish Chinese goods 
for the U.S. market to minimize shipping costs. 


7. Exhibitors also noted that Mexico\'s intellectual 

property rights record 

China\'s 

easily copied technical goods 

Custom made products such as individually designed PCs 
require a quick turnaround time and are therefore easier to 
manufacture south of the border than overseas. For some 
products such as medical supplies and measuring instruments 
quality outweighs price and production has remained in 
Mexico. Larger products with a high weight to value ratio 
such as refrigerators or automobiles benefit from Mexico\'s 
lower shipping costs. 


8. Conversely 

such as textiles 

appliances 

production in China. Mexican manufacturers of these 
products are losing market share in the U.S. to Chinese 
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exports. Additionally 

spillover from manufacturing high tech products and uses 
foreign investment to promote fast learning techniques which 
allow China to catch up on the latest technology 

Mexico does not. Mexican competitors complain that China 
reaps unfair advantages by neglecting human rights 
subsidizing production 

allows the Chinese to export cheap 

value products to flood the Mexican market. 


9. Chinese participant Li Jian Hua 

Chinese textile firm operating in Mexico 

which Mexico could work with China to complement its trade 
and attract Chinese investment. According to Chinese 
businesses investing in production in Mexico 

policies hamper their efforts to expand investment. They 
suggest simplifying the bureaucracy to facilitate opening a 
business 

and varies greatly from state to state. Moreover 
complained about lack of loyalty of employees and the 
restrictions on the number of foreign employees permitted 
per company 


10. Beyond the general discussion 

on the textile 

illustrate strengths and weaknesses of the Mexican economy 
in comparison with China. Textile producers noted the 
upcoming decline of Mexican textile exports as the U.S. 
drops import quotas and exports from China and other Asian 
countries take market share due to cheaper labor costs. 
Producers will consolidate supply chains to five or six 
countries versus as many as twenty. Rafael Zaga 

of Canaintex 

Industry 

Industry Chamber 

the non-transparent manner in which China supplies its 
factories with resources. They noted Mexico\'s time-to- 
market advantage was a niche and suggested that Mexican 
producers switch to heavier items 

quality designer clothing. 


11. Participants commented that the electronics sector will 
face several challenges from increasing Chinese competition. 
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Plants along the border will confront a decreasing pool of 
skilled and unskilled labor as the Mexican birthrate 
declines and a number of eligible applicants migrate north. 
Mexico must further develop talent in basic technical skills 
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and encourage the development of regional clusters to 

exploit economies of scale as Chinese producers make up lost 
ground. China has also invested in R&D 

frequent personnel shuffling behind R&D efforts in China 

have hindered the innovation process. The electronics 
producers suggested that Mexico could exploit this weakness 
by aggressively pursuing comprehensive R&D policies in order 
to sustain an advantage in the sector over a longer period. 


12. Gabriel Szekely 
Secretary 


SIPDIS 

already traveled to Mexico for leisure following its 

approval as an \"acceptable\" destination. He added that 
Mexico would exploit its tourist infrastructure to attract 

the growing Chinese market 

world\'s 4th largest provider of tourists by 2020. Szekely 
added that tourism can be a tool to help bridge the gap 
between the two countries and help alleviate Mexicans\' 
suspicions of Chinese culture. Problem areas for increased 
Chinese tourism in Mexico include visa regulations and the 
lack of information available in the Chinese language. 
Presenter Vivian Lee of Omega International Group suggested 
a training program for Mexican tour guides in China 
multilingual tourist assistance hotline 

direct themselves to the appropriate regulating officials 

and target consumers of China\'s tourism market. 


13. Mexico\'s difficulties raising its level of exports to 
China are no different than its problems expanding exports 
globally. While rising fuel 

costs have given Mexico a temporary pause in the growing 
onslaught of Chinese products destined for the U.S. market 
Mexico is far from achieving the level of innovation 
necessary to compete with the Chinese. 

GARZA 
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Association for El Salvador\") agreed to establish a joint 
venture in El Salvador to import petroleum products from 
Venezuela to El Salvador. PDV Caribe president Alejandro 
Granados and the ENEPASA president (Soyapango mayor Carlos 
Garcia Ruiz) signed the agreement in Caracas with President 
Hugo Chavez 

Ramirez 

Menjivar) and representatives of Salvadoran bus owners 
transport companies 

witness the event. 


3. (U) In comments at the signing 

now-deceased FLMN party leader Schafik Handal with proposing 
a government-to-mayor deal 

practice of agreements with central governments. 

Participants announced that the company would be established 
within 15 days to import fuel and seek to build an 

alternative distribution channel for fuel destined for \"the 
Salvadoran people." ENEPASA 

established in January 2006 

barrels of fuel monthly 

distribution infrastructure - and possibly refining capacity 

- were put in place. Sixty percent of the value of imports 
would be payable within 90 days but payment of the remaining 
40% could be made over 25 years 

period 

help create a seed capital fund 

subsidies 

kind 

industrial goods. (An FMLN deputy told poloff in San Salvador 
that Chavez would get around OPEC restrictions on price 
cutting by picking up all transportation costs (an estimated 

at $6.00-7.00/barrel) and with these special payment terms.) 
In an interview published in the March 21 Salvadoran press 
Venezuelan Assembly President Nicolas Maduro said the 
agreement included provisions on infrastructure financing 

that there were important private Salvadoran businessmen 
involved in the arrangement 

join the initiative. Ramirez told the press that eliminating 

an intermediary would bring the price of fuel down by 8 to 10 
dollars a barrel. 


Background 


4. (SBU) In EI Salvador 

until now as eminently political. Speculation about an oil 

deal from Venezuela circulated last spring and summer in 
response to the steady rise in oil prices and development of 
the Petrocaribe proposal. The Ministry of Economy appeared 
to make a pro forma attempt to approach the Venezuelan 
Government 
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political left by showing it was attempting to find a 

solution to higher oil prices (comment: prices that 

2005 

bill). Publicly 

benefits to El Salvador of such a deal on the grounds that El 
Salvador does not need extended financing terms but 

lower prices; she and President Saca have repeatedly 
expressed their commitment to a competitive 

model for oil and fuel imports. 


Reaction 


5. (C) Most Embassy contacts have characterized the FMLN 
project as an eminently political attempt to show the 
superiority of Chavez" model to the free-market philosophy of 
the Salvadoran government. Technical Secretary Eduardo 
Zablah told econcouns on March 22 that the GOES objected to 
this blatant interventionism by Chavez in El Salvador\'s 
internal affairs but recognized that what ENEPASA wanted for 
its political purposes was for the GOES to say \"no.\" As a 
result 

initiative and hope that it proves untenable. In a public 
statement 


government would facilitate the process (\"dar facilidades V") 
so that the firm could operate 

false expectations. Zablah told econcouns that ENEPASA had 
applied in late February for permission to import fuel 

that the government could not approve this request because 
Salvadoran law did not allows associations to import oil 
products (comment: probably one of a number of other legal 
and financial stumbling blocks.) Likewise 

of oil companies operating in El Salvador (which are 
Exxon-Mobil/Esso; Texaco-Chevron; Shell; and Puma) have 
publicly welcomed new competition in the marketplace. 
Privately 

the logistical challenges while remarking that Chavez appears 
willing to throw a lot of money to overcome them. 


6. (C) Zablah said he could only speculate about how the 
FMLN might realize this plan. He recounted a rumor that the 
FMLN was looking for facilities at the port of Acajutla and 
reasoned that with the cooperation of the gasoline 
distributors\' association 

local storage 

independent truckers to bring the fuel from the port. In 

fact 

import of fuel from Venezuela 

reported that in early March various transport sector groups 
created a new transport chamber including buses and 
microbuses 
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such a deal. A prominent local businessman involved in the 
liquor business told Ambassador on March 28 that FMLN 
representatives had approached him to lease his company\'s 
unused tanks at Acajutla; the businessman refused 
surprised at how organized the FMLN was 

having letters of credit atthe ready. This businessman 
believed that the FMLN had secured alternative storage 
facilities. 


Please Visit San Salvador\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov/gov/p/wha/sansalvador/i ndex.cfm 
Barclay 
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challenge under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
DFAIT\'s legal office has recommended that DFAIT not use the 
UNSTR process of domestic designation (quicker than the years 
often required to list under the Criminal Code) for cases 

where they don\'t have enough evidence 

court challenge could lead to the elimination of the UNSTR 

list in Canada. 


3. (S) Despite these procedural obstacles to co-sponsoring 
DFAIT re-emphasized that they agree with the JI listing in 
principle and they see no specific problems with the four 
names; they just can\'t cosponsor. (Note: In an interesting 
aside 

Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

belong to an organization. Therefore 

organization is already listed 

member individuals 

the organization as a reason for individual listing could be 
challenged under the Charter. End note.) DFAIT asked that 

the GOC be given more time for future requests to co-sponsor 
suggesting a best case where GOC agencies might be brought in 
to the process at the beginning of the USG interdepartmental 
review. DFAIT pointed out that there are working-level 

contacts between USG agencies and the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police 

and that they are looking at ways to improve this cooperation. 


4. (SBU) DFAIT also informed us that they expect their 
terrorism finance activities to be strengthened later this 

year by additional funding from the new Conservative 
government 

funding goes through 

become more efficient through streamlined procedures (which 
may be announced this summer) and additional staffing. If 
this takes place 

with less lead-time 

shorter. Still 
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rather than weeks 
designation as a prerequisite to co-sponsoring. 


Visit Canada\'s Classified Web Site at 
QVisit Canada\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/wha/ottawa 
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the ROKG into awareness of the trafficking problem. (NOTE: 
During the Gilded Cage Operation 

officials seized USD 2 million 

nationals 

women who were victims of the traffickers. END NOTE.). The 
MOJ officials 

currently drafting the 2006 Trafficking in Persons (TIP) 

Report 

could have a negative impact on the 2006 report. However 
Hwang and Jung expressed hope that the working group meeting 
would begin a serious dialogue to maintain Korea\'s Tier 1 
status. The MOJ officials referred to the ROK\'s interest in 
qualifying for the VWP as another impetus to host the working 
group meeting. Jung explained that the ROKG recognized the 
need for Korean and U.S. law enforcement officials to 
cooperate more closely if Korea hoped to qualify for the VWP. 


4. (SBU) Hong Jee-pio 

Services added that MOFAT had taken the lead in an 

interagency campaign to improve the image of Korea 

involved combating human trafficking and prostitution abroad. 

The new media and public relations effort is called the 

\"Ugly Korea Prevention Campaign.\" Hong emphasized that VWP 
was a top priority 

recognized the VWP\'s legal requirement for more law 
enforcement collaboration. 


NEED TO MEET MORE OFTEN 


5. (SBU) Poloff expressed gratitude for MOJ\'s action in 
reconvening the working group 

16-month gap in meetings. During the 2004 inaugural session 
participants had agreed to quarterly meetings (Ref A). Jung 
clarified that the current working group meeting was called 

to prepare for a senior level meeting to be scheduled for 

April. At that meeting 

possibility of holding regular trilateral meetings. 


CANADIAN CONCERNS 


Column 3 


SEOUL 00001035 002 OF 003 


6. (SBU) Canada Immigration Officer John Acheson described 
Mexico as another transit point for traffickers. Acheson 
commented that he had overheard Koreans who were deported 
from Canada remark 

Although 300 Koreans were denied admission to or deported 
from Canada last year 

cases were directly related to the sex trade. Additionally 
Acheson complained about the poor response from ROK law 
enforcement. Although Canadian officials regularly advised 
the ROKG on deportations 

Acheson said he knew of only one case where a deportee was 
met at the airport by Korean police on the basis of 

information supplied by Canadian authorities. 


PUBLIC ENEMY NUMBER ONE: VISA BROKERS 


7. (SBU) Kim Dae-hyun 

Division of the Seoul Central District Prosecutor\'s Office 
emphasized that the U.S. Embassy remained the main route of 
access for traffickers and that every effort would be put 
forward to crack down on brokers who supplied fraudulent 
documents to visa applicants. Effective elimination of the 
trafficking problem 

identifying and punishing the visa brokers. Jung added that 

in February 2006 the ROKG asked for more investigation and 
prosecution of visa brokers 

whether the visa brokers should be charged for fraud or under 
a more severe statute of the Korean penal code. Bae 
Young-won 

Office 

carrying out the crackdown order against visa brokers around 
the U.S. Embassy. 


8. (SBU) Conoff highlighted the excellent cooperation the 
Embassy had received in investigating visa brokers and 
praised Korean police agencies in their efforts to pursue 
them. The Embassy\'s Fraud Prevention Unit (FPU) 
explained 

fraudulent visa applicants by providing descriptions 
addresses 


ROK WANTS BETTER INFO FASTER 


9. (SBU) Both Yoon Jae-pil 
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Crime Division of the Seoul Central District Prosecutor\'s 
Office 

on deportees. When traffickers or their victims returned to 
their homes in Korea 

numbers and with Korea\'s strict privacy laws 

effectively ended the investigation. Cho Woo-suk 

Chief of the Immigration Division in the MOJ 

explained that the ROK had no legal authority to investigate 
groups that had been deported simply due to suspicion 
were arrested under foreign laws and therefore not subject to 
Korean legal jurisdiction. A list of Korean deportee names 
Cho added 

about the individuals provided in advance. For example 
explained 

investigation they would need ample proof that the 
individuals arrested in the U.S. used fraudulently obtained 
Korean documents. Kim added that the sex trade was a 
systemic problem in the U.S. 

obtain more information on U.S. sex rings. Jung stressed the 
urgent need for relevant authorities to share information and 
suggested establishing a system of collaboration and 
communication among key officers. 


10. (SBU) Hong reminded U.S. and Canadian working group 
participants to encourage their respective law enforcement 
officials to inform the ROK Embassy and its consulates 
promptly when ROK citizens were involved directly or 
indirectly with human trafficking and the sex trade. ROK 
consuls 

they are deported. 


SUGGESTION TO ESTABLISH A NEW ROK ANTI-TRAFFICKING DIVISION 


11. (SBU) Poloff suggested creating a specific division 

within the Supreme Prosecutor\'s Office to liaise with and 
share information. Poloff pointed out that Jung\'s plan for a 
systematic approach and contact points was the same solution 
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agreed upon during the November 2004 meeting. However 
despite both U.S. and Canadian officials having sent the ROK 
photos 

there was little evidence of follow-up from the ROK 
authorities. Poloff suggested that a better approach would 

be to create a new division that would be responsible for 
communicating with other nationsV law enforcement officials 
and pursuing joint investigations on international 

trafficking cases. Creating a new division was the same 
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approach 
efforts to protect intellectual property rights. 


12. (SBU) Jung admitted that there was no one section of the 
ROKG dedicated to combating human trafficking 

effort was divided among several offices. The SPO\'s Bae 
expressed a willingness to review Poloff\'s suggestion to 
establish a new office. Jung stated that the ROKG already 
has a plan to set up a special investigative task force 
dedicated to the enforcement of anti-trafficking 

also take the idea under consideration. 


PARTICIPANTS 


19. (U) Participants of the TWG\'s meeting in Seoul included 
the following Korean representatives: Director Hwang 
Chul-kyu 

Prosecutor Jung Jong-wook 

Division 

Immigration Policy Division 

Young-won 

Yoon Jae-pil 

District Prosecutor\'s Office (SCDPO); Prosecutor Kim 
Dae-hyun 

Sung-in 

John Acheson 

Embassy. Embassy participants included Poloff 
Attache Dennis Kim 


COMMENT 


14. (SBU) After 16 months 

discussion among the three countries representatives was a 
positive development. The Ambassador\'s conversation with 
Minister Chun Jung-bae (Ref B) 

the prospects of inclusion in the Visa Waiver Program clearly 
played a part in the reconvening of the TWG. In addition 
Prosecutors Hong and Jung both started their jobs one month 
ago and seem to be bringing with them a fresh seriousness of 
purpose. Although Embassy participants would have liked to 
have seen more concrete results 

meet on a more regular basis 

progress in the ROK\'s commitment to combat international 
trafficking in persons. END COMMENT. 

MINTON 


58652 
of Korea\" 
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Defense and security issues: 

10) Foreign Minister Aso limits Japan\'s share of Guam relocation 
cost to less than 50% 

11) Limiting Japan\'s share of Guam relocation cost to less than 

50% is an Aso ploy to elicit compromise from US 

12) Key to resolving impasse in local coordination of Futenma 

relocation plan may lie in treatment of \"shallow waters and 

Vrestricted waters" near Camp Schwab 


Beef talks: 
13) US 
shipment was an \"unique example 
aiming at restart of beef trade 
14) Japan has softened stand on beef issue 
explanation during experts talks 
15) With US 
of restarting beef imports moves half step forward 


16) Points at issue used in drafting constitutional referendum 
are revealed by Lower House panel 


Articles: 
1) TOP HEADLINES 


Asahi 

Education Ministry unveils 2005 high school textbook screening 
results; Developmental descriptions prevalent; Government\'s view 
reflected in civics; \"lons 

polarizing 


Mainichi: 
Kawasaki 9-year-old boy\'s accidental fall to death may develop 
into murder case; Video footage shows suspicious man 


Nihon Keizai: 
GM intends to sell Isuzu stake either to Mitsubishi or Itochu to 
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put end to invest-in-Japan strategy 

Sankei: 

Pingtien weekly magazine\'s rejection of Sun Yat-Sen University 
professor\'s rebuttal reflects Chinese leadership\'s intention to 
contain academic rows 


2) EDITORIALS 


Asahi: 
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(1) Letschools decide curriculum on English education 
(2) Kadima\'s victory in Israeli poll must be welcomed 


Mainichi: 

(1) Middle East peace: Popular will for changes must be 
respected 

(2) Cultural diversity offers opportunities 


Yomiuri: 

(1) FRB boosts key interest rate: Bernanke\'s decision gives 
peace of mind to the market 

(2) Israeli poll: Will Kadima be able to launch stable 
administration? 


Nihon Keizai: 
(1) New FRB chairman keeps firm grip on inflation 
(2) Israeli election exposes change and barrier to Middle East 


Sankei: 

(1) Rokkashomura active reprocessing test run: Extra caution 
required for finishing up the test 

(2) Voluntary bid rigging declaration system deserves attention 


Tokyo Shimbun: 

(1) New Israeli government: Compromise necessary for pushing 
Middle East peace process forward 

(2) Professional baseball system needs reform in spring season 


3) Prime Minister\'s Official Residence (Kantei) 
Prime Minister\'s schedule 
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09:58 

Met at Kantei with Chairman Ito of the expert panel on relocation 
of national servants\' dormitory and use of vacant site 
Administrative Vice Finance Minister Hosokawa and Financial 
Bureau chief Makino. 


11:08 

Met with GLOBE Japan head Yatsu 
Tokyo and Okayama Prefecture 
later with Matsuoka 

Agriculture 


14:00 

Met National Association of Commercial Broadcasters Chairman- 
designate Hirose 

as well as New Komeito Upper House Chairman Kusakawa. 
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15:01 

Met with LDP Secretary General Takebe and New Komeito Secretary 
General Fuyushiba. Met afterwards with Japan Federation of Bar 
Association incoming and outgoing chairmen Hirayama and Kajitani. 


16:31 
Met with Osaka Gov. Ota and Fukuoka Mayor Yamasaki 
the forum on promotion of direct foreign investments in Japan. 


17:06 
Met Hamburg Sakura Queen Bachmann and Japanese Sakura Queen Miki. 
Attended later meeting of Council on Economic and Fiscal Policy. 


19:18 
Had haircut at barber in Capital Tokyo Hotel. 


20:18 
Returned to his official residence. 


4) In interview 
nuclear issue 
business 
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By Hiroyuki Nakamae in New York 


In an interview with the Nihon Keizai Shimbun on March 28 
Ambassador to the United Nations Bolton commented on the issue of 
Iran\'s nuclear issue: VI ask Japan not to be pressed into a 

dilemma on the nuclear proliferation issue by Iran 

using oil resources as its shield.\" He sought to constrain Japan 

from being weak-kneed on the nuclear issue because of its oil 
industry\'s strong ties with Iran. He also took a negative stand 

on reform of the UN Security Council 

bid for a permanent seat on the Council 

enthusiasm for debating this in the UN General Assembly.\" 


The UNSC is now discussing the issue of Iran\'s nuclear program 
having been entrusted with it by the IAEA. The US is taking a 
hard-line stance that includes the possibility of sanctions 

against Iran. In the interview 

marks 

proliferation issues.\" He urged Japan to go along with the US\' 
stance. 
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In addition 

as a major (oil) supplier.\" He indicated that he considered Iran 

to be aiming to use oil as a weapon to obtain developments that 
would advantage its position. Japan has a high dependency on oil 
imports and has obtained the rights to develop the Azadegan oil 
field in Southwest Iran. The Ambassador warned Japan not be 
influenced by Iran\'s tactics. 


5) Japan\'s cooperation with US over permanent UNSC seat 
unsuccessful; Government puts off submission of UNSC reform 
resolution 
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The government has given up on its plan to present a UNSC reform 
resolution designed to expand the number of members from the 
current 15 to 21. It made this decision because the US 

only hope 

wide support from UN member nations. Japan now finds itself in a 
tight corner with a second failure to obtain a permanent seat on 

the UNSC 


The government 

submitted a resolution last July to increase the number of UNSC 
members to 25. The proposal was 

opposition from the US. 


Reflecting on this outcome 

promoting closer ties with the US. Giving consideration to that 
nation 

independently drafted a plan consisting of the following 
proposals: (1) the number of UNSC member nations should be 
increased to 21; (2) A permanent seat can be awarded to a 
candidate that secured support from more than two-thirds (128 
nations) of the UN member nations in balloting; (3) candidates 
that failed to secure support from more than two thirds should be 
given a semi-permanent membership with a renewable four-year 
term 

term 

other member nations in late January. 


However 

addition 

submitted their own UNSC expansion resolutions. As a result 
Japan\'s new initiative failed to obtain wide support. 
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6) Foreign Ministry poll: 78% say Japan-China relations \"should 
be repaired\" 
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) yesterday released the 
findings of a survey of perception about Japan-China relations. 
The poll showed 77.9% of the respondents said Japan-China 
relations should be repaired 

a large number of the public about the currently strained 
relations with China due to such factors as Prime Minister 
KoizumiVs repeated visits to Yasukuni Shrine. 


The survey was conducted on a total of 2 
20 years of age nationwide on Feb. 10-13. The response rate was 
65.7%. 


In response to the question of what do you think about the 

current Japan-China relations 

\"Japan has favorable relations with China 

respondents said 

with China.\" When asked whether Japan should improve relations 
with China 

the status quo.\" 


When the respondents were asked to pick more than one issue lying 
between Japan and China 

respondents cited \"the issue involving past events 

historical perception\" with 58.9% 
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mutual understanding between the two nations\" with 32.1% 
\"disagreement on policy in international politics\" with 30.2% 
and \"the issue relating to marine interests\" with 28.7%. 


7) Leaders of 7 Japanese friendship organizations will arrive in 
China today 
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The Japanese delegation led by former Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto of leaders of seven Japan-China friendship 
organizations will travel to China starting today and meet with 
President Hu Jintao in Beijing tomorrow. They will visit China in 
response to the China-Japan Friendship Association\'s invitation 
to them to visit China. Attention is now focused on what message 
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the top Chinese leader will signal to Japan regarding the 
currently chilly relations between the two nations due to Prime 
Minister Koizumi\'s continued visits to Yasukuni Shrine. 


The delegation consists of leaders -- including Hashimoto who 
chairs the Association for the Promotion of International Trade 
Japan -- of seven Japanese organizations 

China Friendship Parliamentary League chaired by former Foreign 
Minister Masahiko Komura and the Japan-China Friendship 
Association chaired by Professor Emeritus Ikuo Hirayama of the 
Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music. For the seven 
organizations 


The planned dialogue between President Hu and Japanese 
politicians will follow the last one in last May held in China 
between Hu and the secretaries general of the Liberal Democratic 
Party and the New Komeito. In the upcoming dialogue 

expected to deliver an important speech concerning relations with 
Japan. 


8) Prime Minister Koizumi to visit Ethiopia 
Week holidays 
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Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi will visit Ethiopia 

Sweden from April 29 to May 5 

revealed yesterday at a press conference. Koizumi will be the 
first Japanese prime minister to visit Sweden. He is expected to 
exchange views with his counterparts on Japan\'s economic 
assistant for their countries 

reporters last night at the Prime Minister\'s Official Residence: 
“Nm not looking for short-term success. My aim is to improve 
friendly relations with other countries.\" 


9) High school textbook screening: Education Ministry seeks 
accurate descriptions such as South Korea occupies Japan\'s 
Takeshima islands 


SANKEI (Page 1) (Excerpts) 
March 30 


The Ministry of Education 
Technology revealed yesterday the results of the screening of 
high school textbooks to be used from next spring. The ministry 
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called for more accurate accounts in describing such issues as 
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territorial disputes 

nationals 

corrected the parts. However 

inappropriate descriptions centered on modern history 
repeating the general understanding that there were more than 
200 


The number of descriptions on the Takeshima Islands (Okinoshima 
Town in Tottori Prefecture) and the Senkaku Islands (Ishigaki 

City in Okinawa Prefecture) increased from that of the previous 
screening (in 2001). Almost all textbooks 

and history 

the 40 descriptions 

stipulate in 26 descriptions that those islands are Japanese 
territory. 


On the Senkaku Islands 

Northern Islands and Takeshima Island 

controls the Senkaku Islands 

ministry continued: \"Since the Northern Territories and the 
Takeshima Island 

seized by Russia and South Korea 

territorial disputes with those countries. Although the Senkaku 
Islands belong to Japan 

sovereignty over them." 


10) Aso suggests capping Japan\'s share in Guam relocation cost at 
50% in bid to elicit compromise from US; Reaching agreement in 
mid-April aimed for 
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Touching on the question of cost sharing for the planned 

relocation of US Marines from Okinawa to Guam 

Taro Aso stated before the Lower House Special Committee on the 
Northern Part of Okinawa yesterday 

it by mid-April.\" Aso\'s statement reflected the government\'s 
intention to reach an accord with the US in mid-April after 

arriving at a general agreement at the Japan-US senior working- 
level talks to be held April 4-6. Aso also said regarding Japan\'s 
share 

only so much we can bear.\" 


Five cabinet ministers 

General Fukushiro Nukaga 

Japan would only be able to shoulder up to 50% of the total cost 
estimated at 10 billion dollars. In other words 

setting a ceiling on Japan\'s share at 50% 

with the prevalent view in the government and the ruling 
coalition that Japan should settle on paying half of the total 
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cost. Japan seemingly intends to elicit compromise from the US by 
offering more than it did before but still within a range that is 
convincing to the public. 


But Aso also told the Lower House committee: \"We may be able to 
obtain an understanding on funding housing and the like 

military facilities are out of the question. Rather than focusing 

on the amount 

the government to provide direct outlays of 5 billion dollars 

instead of loans 
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would be necessary. 


The US response remains unclear. To accomplish the Guam 
relocation in a short period of time 

US can bear 

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense Richard Lawless also said: \"The 
relocation is happening at Japan\'s request 

to ask Japan to foot 75% of the bill.\" 


If Japan exhibits a conciliatory stance 

harder for more compromises. For this reason 

to decide on whether to broach the 50% ceiling in the next round 
of talks while carefully watching Washington\'s move. In a press 
conference yesterday 

this about capping Japan\'s share 

target.\" 


11) Foreign Minister Aso says Japan should hold down its share of 
the cost of relocation of US Marines to Guam to \"below 50% \" 
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At a meeting yesterday of the Upper House Special Committee on 
Okinawa and the Northern Territories 

referred to Japan\'s share of the cost of the planned relocation 

of US Marines in Okinawa to Guam as part of the realignment of US 
forces in Japan and noted: V'IVd like to somehow hold down our 
share to below 50%. I\'ve no intention to concede to a 50% share 
but I can\'t tell now where the point of compromise is.\" His 

remarks are construed as indicating Japan cannot accept the US 
call on Japan to pay 75% of the 10-billion-dollar relocation cost 
estimated by the US government. 


12) Futenma relocation: Seaweed bed 
to local coordination 
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The government and Okinawa Prefecture\'s Nago City have been 
coordinating over the issue of relocating the US Marine Corps\' 
Futenma Air Station from the island prefecture\'s city of Ginowan 
to a coastal area of Camp Schwab in Nago. In the meantime 
seaweed beds and restricted waters in the offshore area of Camp 
Schwab are now being floated as factors holding the key to 
coordination over changes to the relocation plan. For one thing 
the plan-depending on how to modify it-could even more seriously 
affect the underwater seaweed bed on which dugongs depend. For 
another 

The government anticipates that this could help local protestors 
conduct even stronger campaigns against the airfield\'s 
relocation. 


Nago City has asked the government to install the planned 
alternative facility for Futenma 

offshore location more than 450 meters south of its planned 
construction site in order to move the flight course of US 

military aircraft to the sea off the areas of local communities. 

The government rejected the proposal 

planned reclamation from the sea is up to 10 hectares but coastal 
reclamation will result in filling up a wider area of the 
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underwater forest. Instead 
runway\'s direction 10 degrees. 


The government wants any changes to be minor 
affect the restricted waters within the offing of Camp Schwab. 


At the time of Okinawa\'s return to Japan in 1972 

and US governments agreed to set up five restricted zones off the 
coast of Camp Schwab. The governmentVs planned relocation site is 
mostly within two off-limits zones called Area 1 within 50 meters 
from the shore and Area 2 within 500 meters from the shore. The 
construction site 

over Area 3 

diving 

government deems it difficult to prevent local protesters from 
approaching. The government once planned to build a sea-based 
heliport in waters off the coast of Henoko in Nago. However 
government had to give up that offshore construction plan after 
encountering local protests at sea. This has become a bitter 
experience for the government and ruling parties. 


13) In expertsV talks on beef row 
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US assertion \"ineligible shipment was unique case;\" Japan 
start procedures for import resumption 
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Japan and the United States yesterday ended their two-day expert- 
level talks on the incident in which vertebral columns - a 

specified risk material (SRM) - were included in a shipment of US 
beef processed at two meatpacking plants in the US. Japan 
indicated a certain level of understanding toward the US 

assertion that the ineligible shipment was caused in improper 

meat processing at the two plants and not by any problem of the 
US inspection system itself. Now that both sides reached a common 
understanding to some extent as to why the inappropriate beef 
export occurred 

procedures with an eye on Japan\'s resumption of US beef imports. 


14) Beef row: Japan makes concession out of consideration to US 
following US admission of fault 
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(Commentary) 


In the Japan-US expert-level talks that ended yesterday on the 
issue of vertebral columns discovered in a US veal shipment to 
Japan 

understanding of the assertions made by the US although it had 
raised questions about the US inspection system itself. With 
Japan\'s about-face 

development reflects Japan\'s consideration to the US government 
and Congress 

irritation at its prolonged ban on US beef imports. 


Japan is worried about the possibility that more violations in 
shipments involving meat-processing facilities other than the 


plants in question could occur. It intended to express such 
concerns to the US side in the talks. A senior official of the 
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a wide perception gap between Japan and the US.\" 


According to Charles Lambert 
secretary for marketing and regulatory programs 


SIPDIS 
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\"Japan and the US reached a common understanding\" on the second 
day of the talks. On Japan\'s switch in posture 

government official said: Japan gave consideration to the US 

which has urged Japan to swiftly resume imports using such 

radical expressions as Vtrade war\'.\" 


In addition 

admitted its fault 

ineligible shipment) could have been avoided if we had improved 
our manuals on exports to Japan.\" Japan was groping for a way to 
come to a compromise. Japan therefore welcomed the US side\'s 
reference to its faults 

able to avoid making a unilateral concession. V 


Last December 

report on the results of deliberations by the Cabinet OfficeVs 
Food Safety Commission. This time 

for the government to reopen its market only with a decision by 
the Agriculture 

Labor 

stage of finding the best timing for resuming US beef imports. 


15) Inching closer to resumption of US beef imports; Japan-US 
beef expert talks share common perception to certain extent 
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The Japan-US beef experts wound up two days of discussion 
yesterday afternoon on a possible resumption of US beef imports 
by Japan. The Japanese side had high praise for the meeting 
deeming that the two countries shared a common perception to a 
certain extent on the cause of the inclusion of vertebral columns 
in a US beef shipment 

governments of the two countries affirmed their intention to 
speed up efforts to map out measures to prevent a recurrence 
including a method of inspecting US meat packers 

toward a reinstatement of beef trade. 


Meeting the press after the session 

Ministry of Agriculture 

explained 

columns 

a US beef shipment.\" He indicated that in his view the bilateral 

talks had made progress with the two countries obtaining a common 
perception to a certain extent on the cause of the inclusion of 

the banned material. 


The two meat packers that shipped the product in question 
exclusively handle calves 
for BSE contamination. Unlike other ordinary cattle processing 
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facilities 

separated at those plants. The Japanese side accepted that 
because of this situation 

facilities were quite different from other facilities. 


The US had thus far insisted that it was appropriate to authorize 
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the two plants to export beef to Japan. It did not change that 
stance at the meeting this time. However 

was an oversight on its side 

needed to be improved 

have been more detailed.\" The Japanese side gave high marks to 
this statement 


The US government claimed that safety was secured as a whole. 
However 
are not convinced to that extent.\" 


Acting Under Secretary of Agriculture Lambert representing the US 
stressed to a press conference 

prevent a recurrence in order to ensure that the incident will 

not happen again.\" The US pledged to press ahead with efforts to 
implement measures to prevent a recurrence 

employees at meat packers 

that similar incidents will not happen. The Japanese side will 

hold a briefing for representatives of consumers to explain the 
result of the meeting. It will also submit a report to the Food 
Safety Commission. The plan is to hold talks with the US to boil 
down matters 

the end of April at the earliest 

process. 


16) Report on points at issue in referendum legislation proposes 
theme-specific voting system 


SANKEI (Page 2) (Excerpts) 
March 30 


The House of Representatives\' Special Committee on the 
Constitution 

report on points at issue the committee will use in drafting 
national referendum legislation governing procedures for revising 
the Constitution. On the controversial issue of a voting system 
on constitutional amendment legislation 

theme-specific voting system in principle. The special committee 
will start discussion of disputed points in its directors meeting 
today. 
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The report was worked out at unofficial talks of the Liberal 
Democratic Party 

Japan (Minshuto). As for a voting formula 

decided to adopt a theme-specific voting system in principle 
instead of a package voting formula. Regarding rules on 
campaigning 

but minimum restrictions attached. V 


Minshuto is calling for general national referendums to be also 
held on key political other than a revision of the Constitution 
but the ruling camp has opposed it. Given this 

included both pros and cons of the issue. 


On the voting age 

years of age or older 

age or older 

be given the right to offer their opinions; and (3) 20 years of 
age or older for the time being 

or older afterward 


SCHIEFFER 


58653 

58654 

58655 

58656 

58657 

provide proof of their security clearance by front 
channel cable. 


9. Meet and Assist: Embassy Baku will provide full 
transportation throughout the visit 
transportation to and from the airport. 


Harnish 


58658 

58659 

should not be allowed to misinterpret and misuse the idea of 
religious freedom 

right of Muslims to be Muslim 

Jews to be Jewish 

noted that they had fought thirty years of war for their 
religion and that would become meaningless if they did not 
defend it now. Virtually all MPs who spoke equated religious 
law and the Afghan Constitution - only one (Shukria Barakzai 
from Kabul) mentioned that the Constitution also includes 
provisions for the protection of human rights. 


-- Rahman should be prevented from leaving Afghanistan. 
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Several MPs noted that European countries had offered asylum 
to Rahman and Parliament wanted to block that action. 
(COMMENT: Parliament is likely to be more critical of the 
government 

Rahman has already left. END COMMENT.) 


-- Rahman should be rearrested pending further investigation 
of the case. 


The primary concern of members of Parliament was that the 
Constitution and law had been violated when Rahman was 
released. All speakers agreed that proper judicial procedure 
had not been followed (as a result of foreign pressure) and 
that the only proper solution was to have Rahman rearrested. 


-- The Wolesi Jirga should investigate the case further 
through committee hearings. 


While the above points reflect the general tone of debate 
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this final point is the only one that was formally voted 

upon. Several committees 

Education and International Relations (Sayyaf\'s committee) 
were interested in conducting further investigation into this 
matter 

the case - Justice 

Justice and is chaired by religious scholar Alemi Balkhi 

the Legal Oversight Committee (equivalent to the Government 
Affairs Committees in the US Congress) 

former communist Kabir Ranjbar. When debate adjourned for 
lunch 

committees would call in the Minister of Justice 

General 

questioning. The Committees were asked to report on their 
findings at the next session of Parliament (on Saturday 

April 1). 


Foreign Pressure Criticized 


4. (C) The debate was overall very critical of what was 
perceived as foreign intervention in Afghanistan\'s internal 
affairs. The comments of Alemi Balkhi (the Chair of the 
Justice Committee) were representative: he stated that this 
is a clear issue - it is not about whether Rahman is crazy or 
not 

He stated specifically that President Bush 

Germany and Italy are interfering in Afghanistan\'s internal 
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affairs. Interestingly 

believe that prosecuting Rahman would put aid to Afghanistan 
at risk 

own national interest and trade. MPs also seized the moment 
to criticize France for not allowing girls to wear the hejab 

(veil) at school. Only one MP (Khalid Pashtoon from 

Kandahar 

was handled incorrectly 

sacrifice the benefits Afghanistan receives for the sake of 

one individual. 

5. (C) Comments ranged from the extreme to the comic: one MP 
stated that the release of Rahman was against the 

Constitution and Afghan law and that \"if this is democracy 

do not accept it 

take our religion from us 

just Rahman 

undergo examinations for mental fitness. But overall 
comments seemed to reflect a desire for more respect from the 
international community. For example 

Azimi from Ghor stated that this case shows that Afghanistan 

is not an independent country; that if it were a true Islamic 
Republic (as its official title states) 

would not have released Rahman. He concluded by stating that 
he wants foreign countries to know that Afghanistan takes 
religion seriously. 


6. (C) While Karzai himself was not mentioned 

critical statements were directed toward his governmentVs 
actions. As former Minister of Commerce Sayed Mustafa Kazemi 
put it 

mistake made by the government." Debate concluded with 
comments by Sayyaf and Rabbani. Sayyaf appeared to make an 
attempt at being conciliatory. He stated that religious law 

is clear on this matter: that no one can force anyone to be 
Muslim or any other religion 

cannot convert. But he went on to say that this case is not 

about Rahman 

people interested in having Afghanistan in conflict with the 

rest of the international community. RabbaniVs arguments 

were more conventional 

against religion 

case. 


Comment 
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7. (C) While the sentiments opposing the GOA handling of the 
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case are genuine (one MP noted that he had gotten hundreds of 
calls from constituents saying that Rahman should be hanged) 
the timing and nature of the debate were very political. 
Qanooni let conservatives speak out against the government 
for most of the morning 

as Qayyum Karzai 

they were not given a chance to speak. Qanooni also did not 
put his summary of debate to a vote by the entire body 

making it difficult to determine whether these views 

represent the entire body or just those speaking. While 
Qanooni may not have asked for this issue to come up during 
debate 

Karzai full rein to speak. The fact that the matter was 

handed over to the judicial and government oversight 
committees indicates that while religion is important in 
Parliament 

WJWs primary concern. 


8. (C) The Rahman case will come up again in the Wolesi 
Jirga 

calendar. After discussing Rahman 

completely to debate on the Cabinet and the structure of the 
government 

focus over the next month. However 

of possibility that Karzai\'s handling of the Rahman case will 
impact on the list of Supreme Court nominees. Judges 
suspected of pro-Western leanings or seen as not fully 
supportive of Islamic Sharia law may find themselves subject 
to harsh scrutiny. END COMMENT. 
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ultra-Orthodox parties -- Shas and \"Torah and Shabbat 
Judaism\" (formerly known as United Torah Judaism) -- 
succeeded in increasing their representation 

six seats respectively 

which won 10 seats (Ref B). Embassy observers and Israeli 
pundits attribute the seven-seat surprise success of the dark 
horse the Pensioners\' party to a protest by voters 

young and old 

concerned about their personal future. 


VOTERS MORE CONCERNED WITH SOCIAL- 
ECONOMIC ISSUES THAN NATIONAL SECURITY POLICY 


4. Embassy officers and FSNs spent hours on election day 
speaking to voters -- in Hebrew 
election officials in over 30 polling stations in 12 cities 
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and towns from Nazareth in the north to the outskirts of 
Beersheva in the south 

coast 

Yam in the suburban hinterland around Tel Aviv. Strong and 
consistent trends -- albeit anecdotal -- emerged that help 
explain the election results. Most striking was a broad 
sense of apathy and disenchantment stemming from what many 
voters termed politicians\' perceived corruption and failure 

to deliver on promises. An elderly woman 

officer what she most hoped to achieve through her vote 
said 

something. 


5. Voters in many stations told officers they voted only out 
of civic duty; others said they voted against one party or 
another -- usually one of the three major parties -- rather 
than in favor of a party. Many Israeli election officials 
confirmed to officers that these elections had less intensity 
than did previous elections; some voters accounted for this 
phenomenon by describing a blurring of lines between 
traditional left and right. Officers also noted that the 
majority of voters focused on social and economic issues in 
response to direct questions about their political 

priorities. Although many made general reference to 
\"security 

spoke more energetically about social issues. Specifically 
officers heard little to nothing about withdrawal from the 
territories 

issue. 


6. Israeli President Katsav has indicated that he intends to 
move quickly to consult possible coalition leaders 

is no doubt that he will follow the unbroken Israeli practice 
of offering to the leader of the largest Knesset faction -- 
Ehud Olmert -- the opportunity to form agovernment. The 
decline in strength of the Likud Party and the National 
Union/National Religious Party means that Olmert faces no 
threat from any blocking effort by far right-wing Israeli 
parties. Instead 

coalition of his choosing. he can go with the Left 
(principally Labor) 

posts and budget allocaitons for social programs 
immediate support for Olmert\'s convergence plan. 
alternatively 

ultra-Orthodox parties 

neutralize opposition on the right 
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progress on Olmert\'s convergence program more difficult in 
the short term. Other combinations are possible 

will depend on the asking prices set by party leaders as well 
as the inclination of Kadima leaders 

inclusive coalition 

coalition. 


7. Here are the politicians of the leading parties (in 
order of electoral strength) to watch as coalition partners 
coalesce over the coming days: 


-- Kadima (28): A Kadima campaign contact told poloff that 
Olmert is directly involved in conducting coalition 
negotiations 

Talks with the ultra-Orthodox are underway 

the contact said 

but it all depends on the political \"price\" demanded. The 
well-informed Maariv reporter 

29 report that Olmert had spoken with Lieberman and had 
already closed a deal with Agudat Yisrael 

the Torah and Shabbat Judaism Party (see below). Contacts 
indicate the Kadima will form a three-person coalition 
negotiating team that will include KAdima legal advisor Eitan 
Haberman and two others yet to be named. MK Haim Ramon is 
also likely to play a significant role in Kadima\'s coalition 
negotiations. 


-- Labor (20): Labor MK Yuli Tamir 

list 

likely be determined within the next few days 

speculated that it will include herself 

two) and Labor Party Secretary-General Eitan Cabel (number 
seven). 


Shas (13): MKs Amnon Cohen and Meshulam Nehari told poloff 
separately 

discussions with Kadima on joining the coalition. Nehari 

said that Shas Party leader Eli Yishai is personally involved 

in the talks. Both Cohen and Nehari said no formal 
negotiating team yet exists. Nehari claimed that Lieberman\'s 
party (Yisrael Beiteinu) would lead the opposition now 
implying -- since Shas is now larger than Yisrael Beiteinu 

and Likud and this would be entitled to lead the opposition 

if it remains outside the coalition -- that Shas does hope to 
join the Kadima-led coalition. Furthermore 

leader Rabbi Ovadia Yossef 

members 
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them Win government.\" In the 1990\'s 

that it is permissible to give up land if this saves lives -- 
a precedent that could allow the party flexibility to finesse 
a deal with Kadima. 


Yisrael Beiteinu (12): Party leader Avigdor Lieberman told 

his supporters on election night that they have become \"the 
largest party of the national camp\" -- a statement that could 
presage his quest to become opposition leader -- or a signal 

to Kadima that he \"won\'t give up on principles" should Kadima 
try to entice him to join the coalition. Number two on the 

list 

be the party without which there will be no coalition.\" 


Likud (11): Party leader Binyamin \"Bibi\" Netanyahu gave a 
defiant 

pinning the blame for Likud\'s showing on Sharon. Likudniks 
who attended Bibi\'s speech 

three) and MK Gilad Erdan (number four) 

Likud is likely to remain in the opposition 

completely rule out joining a Kadima-led coalition. Some 
Likud leaders 

absent from post-election events at Likud headquarters 
seek to oust Netanyahu from the leadership 

pave the way for a possible partnership with Kadima down the 
road. 


Pensioners\' Party (7): Party Chair Rafi Eitan pitched the 
idea of including the pensioners when Sharon created Kadima 
according to press reports 

realistic slots on the Kadima list. Post-election 

reportedly outlined his price for joining the coalition: \"We 
will be only in any future coalition that allows us to take 

care of our issue -- the pensioner issue... | am convinced 
that within a week you\'ll see that we are achieving our 
goals.\" Ben Caspit reported in Maariv that Kadima PR guru 
Reuven Adler 

that talks are already at \"an advanced stage.\" 


Torah and Shabbat Judaism (6): Kadima strategists 

Avigdor Yitzhaki 

out the former \"United Torah Judaism Party\" as a partner in 
its coalition since its \"price\" will be much less than that 

of Shas. The Agudat Yisrael faction leader 

who leads this mostly-Azkhenazi ultra-Orthodox party is most 
likely the point person for coalition negotiations. 


Meretz (4): Party leader Yossi Beilin\'s pre-election 
admonition that Meretz would not join a coalition that 

included Yisrael Beiteinu may have been a gambit designed to 
reassure those within his party who criticized his personal 
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chumminess with Avigdor Lieberman. Post-election 
mean that Meretz is excluded from consideration. Its 
relatively insignificant size and its leftist image may be 
perceived by Kadima as more of a liability than an asset. 
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Visit Embassy Tel Aviv\'s Classified Website: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/telaviv 


You can also access this site through the State DepartmentVs 
Classified SIPRNET website. 
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arguments 

victims of the hijacking. \"Show us how we can comply with 

your request.\" Rizk said that he would postpone forwarding 
his ministry\'s findings to the MFA for now 

USG would come back to him with questions and objections. 


2. (C) Sadr said that the principal legal obstacle is the 

penal code\'s prohibition against the extradition of Lebanese 
citizens. This was a \"sacred principle\" in Lebanon 

especially sensitive issue since both Israel and Syria had 
seized Lebanese citizens and incarcerated them abroad. Given 
this history 

custom by extraditing Lebanese citizens. The Ambassador 
asked whether there was any precedents for rendering Lebanese 
citizens to another country under a form that would not be 
defined legally as extradition. Sadr said that there may be 
some examples under a 1950 protocol with Syria 

Syrian case is special and shouldn\'t serve as a precedent for 
others. 


3. (C) Unprompted 

as an alternative 

felons. He had ruled out this option as well 

ten-year statute of limitations in Lebanese law. This 
ten-year statute of limitations also hindered further the 
GOLY's ability to comply with the USG extradition request. 
Emphasizing that he was not a lawyer 

whether a statute of limitations really applied when it came 
to crimes that would fall under international air piracy and 
terrorism protocols signed by Lebanon and when there 
outstanding interpol notices on which Lebanon had never 
acted. Neither Sadr or Rizk knew the answer. 


4. (C) Sadr also noted the USG proposal to Lebanon to sign 
an Article 98 agreement on a reciprocal basis. In legal 
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reasoning that escaped this non-lawyer Ambassador\'s 
understanding 

Article 98 proposal was contrary to the USG extradition 
request. The Ambassador responded that the Article 98 
proposal was designed to ensure that neither Lebanon nor the 
United States would render citizens of the other state to a 
third party without the agreement of the home state. It did 
not 

request. Moreover 

Article 98 agreement in any case 

irrelevant. (Both Sadr and Rizk expressed support for an 
Article 98 agreement 


MINISTRY\'S LEGAL ARGUMENTS 


5. (SBU) Justice Sadr\'s written analysis follows: 
Begin Embassy informal translation: 


Main outcomes of the study by the Prosecutor General of 
Lebanon and the Legal Department of the Ministry of Justice 
as drafted by Justice Chukri Sader 

Legislation and Advice: 


In the absence of any extradition agreement between Lebanon 
and the United States of America 

following 

presence of the fundamental conditions for extradition. 


The crime of hijacking on TWA flight 847 was committed by 
Lebanese citizens 
of Lebanese law. 


The international agreement mentioned in the US Bill of 
Indictment does not reject the legal jurisdiction of the 
(accused persons\') country of origin 


(accused persons) are present on its territory. 


With regard to the theory of reciprocity 

of America does not allow its citizens to be prosecuted in 
front of foreign courts 

occur before U.S. courts. 


In addition 

Lebanon that it sign a bilateral convention whereby both 
sides would refuse the extradition of their citizens to the 
International Criminal Court 

the US courts for judging US citizens and the competence of 
Lebanese courts for judging Lebanese citizens. Although this 
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convention has not been signed 

international law that each country (should) judge its 
citizens for crimes they commit in foreign territories 
applying the law of the country where the crimes took place. 


Since the persons subject to the request of this extradition 
have already been prosecuted since the 1985 TWA hijacking 
the prosecution has exceeded the 10-year prescription 
(statute of limitations) 

Lebanon\'s penal code. 


The competence of the courts to judge the crimes of the 
Lebanese hijackers is given (only) to Lebanese courts 
defined by Article 20 of Lebanon\'s penal code. 


Article 32 of Lebanon\'s penal code does not permit 
extradition for crimes related to Lebanese personal 
competence 

21 of the Lebanese penal code. 


Since the conditions requested for the extradition of the 
four Lebanese citizens mentioned above have not been 
fulfilled 

extradition as requested by the US authorities. 


End Embassy translation. 


COMMENT 


6. (C) Rizk and Sadr were at pains to demonstrate that they 
are not rejecting the USG extradition request out of hand but 
are taking the issue seriously. We are not lawyers 

believe that the political obstacles (with the four 

terrorists being Hizballah members) are stronger than the 
legal arguments. Rizk is trying to be helpful 

with us the MOJVs thinking before providing it to the MFA for 
formal transmission to us. Before the MOJ arguments evolve 
into a formal GOL denial of our extradition requests 

would welcome Washington\'s views on how to refute the GOL 
legal arguments. For example 

extradites its citizens? We believe that the single most 
difficult legal issue to overcome is the legal prohibition on 
extraditing Lebanese citizens. If there are ways to use the 
international conventions Lebanon has signed to get around 
this and the statute of limitations question 

to make the case. 

FELTMAN 
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circulation 
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change in Israel\'s policy toward the Palestinians is 
unlikely.... The centrist Kadima Party finished first in 
Tuesday\'s general election. The ruling party has pledged 
to remove Jewish settlements from the West Bank and fix a 
border with the Palestinians.... Israel should demarcate 
the border through talks with the Palestinians 

unilaterally decided border is unlikely to remain secure. 

It is thus all the more important for the Palestinians to 
change their position in order to realize the resumption 

of peace talks with Israel. 


2. VA Hamas government has been formed in the Palestinian 
areas 

struggle or accept Israel\'s right to exist 

difficult for other countries 

down with Hamas. Hamas should adopt a more realistic 
policy. At aminimum 

to reject the use of violence 

to exist 

Palestinian Authority and Israel.\" 


3. \"New Kadima Administration in Israel: No Compromise 
No Progress in Middle East Peace\" An editorial in the 
moderate Tokyo Shimbun commented (3/30): V'While the 
centrist Kadima Party finished first in Israel\'s general 
election 

the fundamentalist party Hamas. Although both sides 
remain wide apart in their positions 

peace in the Middle East without them making a 
compromise.... Palestinian Prime Minister Haniyeh has 
hinted at his readiness to hold talks with Israel if 

Israel respects the establishment of a Palestinian state. 
Haniyeh has also proposed dialogues with the U.S. and 
other countries 


4. V'The unproductive Arafat-Sharon era is over 

by Kadima and Hamas. It is clear that peace talks will 
remain frozen unless both sides modify their 
positions.... The US 

strongly advise the two parties to sit at the negotiating 
table and make compromises.\" 


DONOVAN 
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in specific categories of controlled items 
basis. 


7. (C) Ambassador Ziv said Israel is very aware of the U.S. 
position on China. She said that Israel wants its 
businessmen to do business in China 
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with commitments Israel made to the U.S. 


8. (C) MFA Export Control Department Director Haim Waxman 
said that the MFA places great importance on export controls 
and created a new department in the MFA the previous summer 
because of this. He stressed that the current situation was 

a Vonce in a lifetime moment" for the MFA on the export 
control issue 

the export control system as an issue of vital importance. 
Waxman confirmed that the MFA currently sees license 
applications and agrees that an interagency process yields 
better results. The MFA ultimately views each case as a 

piece of policy -- as a case is decided upon 

precedent. If the MFA does not deal with an actual 

case 

this principle will guide the MFA in its negotiations with 

the MOD and MOITAL on proposed export control legislation and 
regulations. 


9. (C) On adopting the nine remaining Wassenaar Arrangement 
categories 

is new to the MFA 

working hard on the issue 

Customs when appropriate. 


10. (C) On the dispute resolution mechanism 
the MFA is trying to have it inserted into the new 
legislation. On dual-use issues 

accept what MOITAL proposes (e.g. 

possible 

the MFA 

Minister as a last resort). 


11. (C) Ambassador Ziv said that the MFA raised these issues 
at the January meeting of the U.S.-Israel Joint 

Political-Military Group (JPMG). She stressed that the MFA 
brings certain strengths to the table that no other GOI 

ministry can bring: it manages foreign relations 

a strategic viewpoint. Ambassador Ziv confirmed that the 
MFA\'s legal advisers are working together with the MOD and 
MOITAL\'s legal advisers 

general are consulting each other. 


12. (C) Under Secretary McCormick reviewed the process of 
consultation and dispute resolution in the U.S.: For every 

100 dual-use licenses the USG issues 

involve differing views. Sometimes compromise can be reached 
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through stipulations that are attached to the license. Those 
cases that are not resolved go to an Operating Committee 
chaired by a career civil servant from the Commerce 
Department. A decision is then rendered. lt can be appealed 
and sent to a political appointee at the assistant secretary 
level for review. The Advisory Committee on Export Policy 
(ACEP) usually resolves the issue. If it is not resolved 

there 

Review Board (EARB) for a cabinet-level decision. If 
necessary 

this is very rare. Under Secretary McCormick said that this 
dispute resolution process works fairly well. Two to three 
weeks can be added to the application process if a dispute is 
elevated to the ACEP. 

13. (C) Waxman said that the MFA is still discussing how much 
time to stipulate for each stage in the application review 
process. The MFA wants to give itself ample time to review 
both dual-use and arms exports cases. Ambassador Ziv 
stressed 

responsible for holding up a transaction. 


14. (C) Ambassador Ziv stressed that the MFA knows only what 
the MOD tells it 

involved in the MOD\'s work on Israel\'s new export control 
system. She suggested that the MOD might be facing some 
difficulty in the project 

understands that there must be real change 

will have to adopt a \"regulator mindset.\" 


15. (S) On implementing Israel's commitments under the August 
2005 Statement of Understanding (SOU) 

nailing down a timetable 

\"high in understanding\" but requires time for legislation to 

be passed. (NOTE: This comment echoed those made earlier at 
the Under Secretary\'s meetings at the MOD and MOITAL. END 
NOTE.) She said that consultations between the MFA and MOD 
are \"far from where they should be 

MFA wants to work more closely with the MOD. She made it 
clear that it is not a prestige issue for the MFA. Under 

Secretary McCormick responded by noting that he reinforced in 


SIPDIS 

his earlier meetings at the MOD and MOITAL the importance of 
having the MFA involved (a) due to its strategic perspective 
and (b) because a genuine interagency process yields better 
results. McCormick added that both the State and Commerce 
Departments conduct pre-license and post-shipment 
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verifications 

export control attaches assigned to them. (NOTE: The March 
29 edition of the major daily 

on page 15 citing the MFA\'s displeasure with the MOD 
regarding the role envisioned for the MFA in the draft 

Defense Export Control Act. The authors notes that the draft 
DECA is to be submitted to the inter-ministerial legislative 
committee on March 29. END NOTE.) 


16. (S) At the end of the meeting 
made the following points: 


(a) The USG is placing growing importance on export controls 
as part of its overall nonproliferation agenda. 


(b) A better export control system increases the likelihood 
of increased trade in sensitive technologies between the U.S. 
and Israel. 


(c) It is clear that Israel has taken initial steps in 
implementing an export control system that serves Israel\'s 
and America's interests. 


(d) Implementing an effective plan consistent with the SOU is 
important. 


(e) The USG is ready to assist. The Commerce Department can 
help. 


(f) The USG believes that the MFA can play a very important 
role in export controls. In the U.S. 

takes the lead on export license applications involving 

munitions. The Commerce Department takes the lead on export 
license applications on dual-use items. 


(g) A genuine interagency process yields better results. 


17. (U) Under Secretary McCormick has cleared this cable. 
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democracy. People showed that they considered the Turkish 
Parliament and the government as responsible authorities to 
solve the Kurdish issue through democratic means.\" 


REID 
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Chamberlin told both that she would relay this requirement to 
the RTG. She suggested that a Thai verbal explanation to the 
Lao Ambassador to Bangkok would satisfy the Lao demand. 
Chamberlin concluded from her meetings that the Lao would not 
require a third party to broker the handover of the children 
but could make the arrangements directly with the Thai. She 
suggested that should the Thai deliver and the Lao then fail 
to uphold their end of the bargain 

community 

with the GoL. End summary. 


Background of the visit 

2. (C) The UNDP handled all arrangements for Deputy High 
Commissioner (and former U.S. Ambassador to Laos 
Wendy Chamberlin\'s visit 

the Lao governmentVs continued detention of the 27 Hmong 
following their deportation from Thailand as illegal 
immigrants. Although UNDP presented the visit as a courtesy 
call 

arrival. (Comment: we believe her trip to Vientiane was 
approved only following deliberation at the highest levels of 
the government 

mission.) 


3. (C) In its diplomatic note requesting the visit 

asked for meetings with \"appropriate officials 

verbally relayed to MFA its desire for Chamberlin to meet 
with the Foreign Minister 

Office Soubanh Srithirath 

President Pany Yathoteu 

approval 

Commissioner would meet with Deputy FM Phongsavath Boupha 
much lower level interlocutor than UNDP had sought. Only 
after ChamberlinVs arrival did the GoL grant her a second 
meeting 

personal favor to UNDP 

her activities in the Assembly and was in part responsible 
for her recent promotion to the Politburo. 


Meetings with the GoL 
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4. (Ο) In a meeting with select diplomats and heads of UN 
agencies the afternoon of March 29 

results of the two meetings. She said she told the two Lao 
officials that the purpose of her visit was \"friendly 

since she had many friends in Laos from her days as U.S. 
Ambassador. She loved the Lao people 

resolve the problem of the missing children. She conveyed to 
Phongsavath and Pany that 

met with Thai NSC Director General Winai Phattiyakhul and MFA 
PermSec Krit Garnchana-Goonchorn 

consistent message: the Thai had \"made a mistake\" in 
deporting the group of Hmong to Laos; the RTG would allow the 
children to return to Thailand on a one-time basis 

arranging with Thai immigration for their smooth transfer 

from Laos; the Thai wanted to see the children in the group 
reunited with their families; and there would be no publicity 
surrounding the return. 


5. (C) Chamberlin told the diplomats and UN officials that 
both Pany and Phongsavath had complained that their 
government had begun looking for the children 

had not yet received a formal explanation of the deportation 
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from the Thai. Without that information 

complete their search. Chamberlin emphasized that neither 
Phongsavath nor Pany said the explanation needed to be in 
written form 

would be sufficient. (At a reception for Chamberlin later 

that evening 

with contacts in the GoL who had confirmed that they did not 
require a written explanation from the Thai.) Her impression 
from the two conversations was the Lao saw the Thai 
unwillingness to provide them with an explanation as a 
diplomatic slight 


The plan -- call in the Lao Ambassador to Thailand 

6. (C) Chamberlin said she told both Lao officials that she 

would be meeting with Winai and Krit in Bangkok on her return 
there 

explain the children\'s deportation. She mentioned to them 

that she would suggest to the Thai that they call in Lao 
Ambassador to Thailand Hiem Phommachanh and give him the same 
four-point explanation they had given her. The Deputy HC 

later told DCM privately that 

done concurrently with a call by the Thai Ambassador to 
Vientiane on the Lao MFA 

(Comment: The gathered diplomats welcomed the idea of calling 
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in the Lao Ambassador. Hiem has apparently been tapped to 
become a Deputy FM and will be returning to Vientiane within 
months to take up his new post. His promotion is viewed 
positively among the diplomatic community here 

as a realist rather than an ideologue.) 


7. (C) Chamberlin said at the briefing that neither 
Phongsavath nor Pany responded directly to her suggestion 
but Phongsavath did say after her proposal that his 
government had been preoccupied with the recent Party 
Congress 

that the Congress was over 

search. Phongsavath also told Chamberlin he did not 
understand why Laos 

the children\'s situation. She responded that she was blaming 
no one 

return the children to their families. 


8. (C) The Deputy HC had no way to assess the chances of 
success of her proposal 

Thai agreement to talk to Ambassador Hiem in Bangkok. She saw 
her visit as a \"last chance\" to resolve the issue quietly. If 

the Lao failed to deliver the children after the Thai had 

talked with Hiem 

up significantly. She also felt that ASEAN countries needed 

to weigh in much more strongly; at a reception the evening of 
March 29 Chamberlin told several ASEAN Ambassadors that their 
countries had an obligation to speak out on the missing 

children 

that ASEAN could take on substantive issues. 


Comment 

9. (C) Chamberlin\'s visit elicited the first signs of 

flexibility on the missing children we have seen from the Lao 
side in over a month. Lao statements about the missing 
children since late February have generally been much more 
categorical that the children were not here 

believe that they had closed the book on the case and had no 
intention of releasing them. But Phongsavath\'s and Pany\'s 
comments to Chamberlin indicate that there is still a chance 
the Lao will release the group 

Thai explanation can be met. They have thrown the ball 
squarely back into the Thai court. ChamberlinVs intention is 
to press the Thai to give the Lao what they are looking for 
pointing out that the Thai would have to tell the Lao no more 
than they told her. 


10. (C) If Chamberlin\'s read of the Lao is correct 
looking for a way out of the corner they have boxed 
themselves into by detaining the children for so long 


Column 3 
need to be confident they will not be blamed for what has 
happened. As a result of that requirement 
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element to securing the release of the children will be 
convincing the Lao that the handover will be without 
publicity and without recrimination. To assure a discreet 
handover 

be handled directly between the Lao and Thai 

involvement of the international community. End comment. 
BAUER 
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optimistic that Japan would send a PRT to Basrah 

member of the recent assessment team 

security situation worse than he had expected. Japan hopes 
to decide certain troop-adjustment issues before the 
scheduled rotation out of its troops in late April 

stated. Consequently 

be crucial in achieving an outcome that benefits all parties. 
At the same time 

office has made clear that the Self-Defense Forces 
humanitarian mission must withdraw from Samawah. In a 
separate meeting at the Prime Minister\'s Office 

Cabinet Secretary Ando\'s Executive Assistant told Poloffs he 
would relay Ref A points to Ando. End Summary. 


2.(C) Following presentation of the information contained 

Ref A regarding U.S. priorities for Japan in Iraq after its 

troop adjustment 

Director Jun Shimmi on March 28 explained to Poloffs that he 
had just returned from Iraq. He had visited Basrah on March 
25 as part of a six-person assessment team sent to evaluate 
its suitability as a possible Japanese Provincial 

Reconstruction Team (PRT) site. Describing his initial 
impression of Basrah as \"much worse than | had thought 
Shimmi told Poloff that while his government would make the 
final decision after an internal review 

optimistic that Basrah would be selected as a PRT site. 

Asked whether Japan would consider places other than Basrah 
Shimmi said Japan was not \"stuck\" on any one place. Basrah 
nonetheless 

as Samawah 

operations 

discussion of PRTs in general 

would still appreciate more specific concrete suggestions on 
possible PRT roles for Japan. 


3. (C) Turning to possible expansion of Air Self Defense 


Column 3 

Forces (ASDF) airlift destinations 

ASDF assessment team was currently evaluating the security 
situation at Baghdad 

The process would take more time to complete 

because U.S. forces 

the various sites 

operational requirements. Nonetheless 

cautiously optimistic that once the process is complete 
C-130 flights would be extended to Baghdad Airport 
minimum. To date 

operations 

the ASDF would see that the security concerns at Baghdad 
Airport were not as grave as they had imagined 

many commercial aircraft are now flying into that airport. 
Separately 

day 

reconstruction (Ref B) 

division. 

Japan\'s Decision Timeline 


4. (Ο) Commenting on the Australian government\'s offer to 
keep forces in Samawah as long as necessary 

that the job of the Ground Self-Defense Force (GSDF) there is 
done. The Japanese government will announce plans for next 
steps at \"the end of April 

contingent of GSDF troops is scheduled to rotate out of 
Samawah. Shimmi outlined Japan\'s general timeline with 
regard to the GSDF: 


-- March 28: \"Mini-Quad\" in London 

-- April 4-9: Shimmi travels to London and then Washington 
to discuss \"parameters\" of Japanese participation post-troop 
adjustment 

-- April 10: Director General-level Full Quad in London 

-- mid-April: Japan\'s decision on next steps for GSDF 

-- April 10-23: Consult domestically and with coalition 
partners 
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-- April 24 (week of): Announce next steps 


These dates are tentative 


Column 3 
presuming that the March 28 \"mini-Quad\" meeting results in an 
April 10 Full Quad meeting. 


5. (C) Whatever the outcome 

must be winners. At the same time 

Prime Minister\'s Office has made clear that the SDF must 
withdraw from Samawah. Consequently 

coordination would be crucial in achieving an outcome that 
benefits all parties. Shimmi underscored that his government 
is considering all three priorities suggested by the United 
States -- airlift expansion 

participation -- but was quick to add that Japan \"politically 
could not manage all three at once." 


6. (C) In a separate March 27 meeting 

points to Hideki Adachi 

Cabinet Secretary Hiroyasu Ando. Adachi told Poloffs that he 
would relay the information on U.S. Government priorities for 
Japanese support of Iraq to the appropriate persons 
including Assistant Cabinet Secretary Ando. When offered 
further detailed information on Provincial Reconstruction 
Teams 

be more appropriate interlocutors and promised to contact 
Poloff if those parties wished further information. 
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optimistic that Japan would send a PRT to Basrah 

member of the recent assessment team 

security situation worse than he had expected. Japan hopes 
to decide certain troop-adjustment issues before the 
scheduled rotation out of its troops in late April 

stated. Consequently 

be crucial in achieving an outcome that benefits all parties. 
At the same time 

office has made clear that the Self-Defense Forces 
humanitarian mission must withdraw from Samawah. In a 
separate meeting at the Prime Minister\'s Office 

Cabinet Secretary Ando\'s Executive Assistant told Poloffs he 
would relay Ref A points to Ando. End Summary. 


2. (C) Following presentation of the information contained 
Ref A regarding U.S. priorities for Japan in Iraq after its 

troop adjustment 

Director Jun Shimmi on March 28 explained to Poloffs that he 
had just returned from Iraq. He had visited Basrah on March 
25 as part of a six-person assessment team sent to evaluate 
its suitability as a possible Japanese Provincial 
Reconstruction Team (PRT) site. Describing his initial 
impression of Basrah as V'much worse than | had thought 
Shimmi told Poloff that while his government would make the 
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final decision after an internal review 

optimistic that Basrah would be selected as a PRT site. 

Asked whether Japan would consider places other than Basrah 
Shimmi said Japan was not \"stuck\" on any one place. Basrah 
nonetheless 

as Samawah 

operations 

discussion of PRTs in general 

would still appreciate more specific concrete suggestions on 
possible PRT roles for Japan. 


3. (C) Turning to possible expansion of Air Self Defense 
Forces (ASDF) airlift destinations 

ASDF assessment team was currently evaluating the security 
situation at Baghdad 

The process would take more time to complete 

because U.S. forces 

the various sites 

operational requirements. Nonetheless 

cautiously optimistic that once the process is complete 
C-130 flights would be extended to Baghdad Airport 
minimum. To date 

operations 

the ASDF would see that the security concerns at Baghdad 
Airport were not as grave as they had imagined 

many commercial aircraft are now flying into that airport. 
Separately 

day 

reconstruction (Ref B) 

division. 


Japan\'s Decision Timeline 


4.(C) Commenting on the Australian government\'s offer to 
keep forces in Samawah as long as necessary 

that the job of the Ground Self-Defense Force (GSDF) there is 
done. The Japanese government will announce plans for next 
steps at \"the end of April 

contingent of GSDF troops is scheduled to rotate out of 
Samawah. Shimmi outlined Japan\'s general timeline with 
regard to the GSDF: 


-- March 28: \"Mini-Quad\" in London 
-- April 4-9: Shimmi travels to London and then Washington 
to discuss \"parameters\" of Japanese participation post-troop 


adjustment 


-- April 10: Director General-level Full Quad in London 


Column 3 
-- mid-April: Japan\'s decision on next steps for GSDF 


-- April 10-23: Consult domestically and with coalition 
partners 
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-- April 24 (week of): Announce next steps 


These dates are tentative 
presuming that the March 28 \"mini-Quad\" meeting results in an 
April 10 Full Quad meeting. 


5. (C) Whatever the outcome 

must be winners. At the same time 

Prime Minister\'s Office has made clear that the SDF must 
withdraw from Samawah. Consequently 

coordination would be crucial in achieving an outcome that 
benefits all parties. Shimmi underscored that his government 
is considering all three priorities suggested by the United 
States -- airlift expansion 

participation -- but was quick to add that Japan \"politically 
could not manage all three at once." 


6. (C) In a separate March 27 meeting 

points to Hideki Adachi 

Cabinet Secretary Hiroyasu Ando. Adachi told Poloffs that he 
would relay the information on U.S. Government priorities for 
Japanese support of Iraq to the appropriate persons 
including Assistant Cabinet Secretary Ando. When offered 
further detailed information on Provincial Reconstruction 
Teams 

be more appropriate interlocutors and promised to contact 
Poloff if those parties wished further information. 
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that ballots were distributed to voters without proper 
identification verification while electoral commission 
members filled out the ballots for hospital staff and 
patients in Slutsk. In Gomel 

that the territorial commission head sent observers home 
before proceeding to another location to count the ballots 
without observers present. 


4. (C) In the report 

due to the authorities use of intimidation 
arrests 

of the 3 


Column 3 

reported that many of its observers were expelled from 
polling stations 

identified as Partnership activists. 


Comment 


5. (C) Partnership\'s final report 

was sent anonymously. While it managed to highlight several 
examples of election violations 

analysis 

of the 2004 referendum/Parliamentary elections. This 

doubt 

detention. 
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(4) Growing Japanese economy (Part 1): Boom in consumer spending 
ignited by increasing household incomes 
among baby boomers 


(5) Light and shadow of what \"Koizumi politics\" has created over 
the past five years -- Changing society (Part 4): Departure from 
Japanese style of employment; One out of three workers is 
nonpermanent employee 


(6) Bright and dark sides of the five years of Koizumi 
administration (Part 5): Social divide expanding; Low- and middle- 
income classes financially strapped 


ARTICLES: 


(1) Possibility of Futenma negotiations rupturing; Worst case 
scenario has air of reality; Government may cut off talks with 
local government; Local community reacting sharply to 
government\'s hard-line stance 


OKINAWA TIMES (Page 2) (Excerpts) 
March 30 


In ongoing talks centered on the relocation of the US forces\' 

Futenma Air Station 

declared a policy course of not responding to anything but \"minor 
revisions\" of the Camp Schwab coastal plan at Nago City 
government has hardened its previous stance even more. The US has 
sought an end to the local coordination going on prior to the 

final report on the realignment of US forces in Japan 

government is considering jumping the gun if the local government 
does not compromise. The sudden death of former Nago City mayor 
Tateo Kishimoto also has produced cold 
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such as one by a senior Defense Agency official 

timetable for the talks will be delayed a little.\" Local 

authorities are reacting strongly to the government\'s hard-line 
stance. The local government is sticking a policy line of moving 
the runway over 400 meters into the ocean side 

involving a breakdown of the negotiations is quite possible. 


Taku Yamasaki: \"Saying one centimeter sounds like your not going 
to move anything at all; how about saying at least a meter?\" 


Prime Minister Koizumi: \"That would give the message that the 
government was flexible. Let\'s go with one centimeter.\" The two 
were having dinner on the evening of the 28th at a downtown 

hotel. Prime Minister Koizumi rejected completely the proposal of 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) Security Research Council Chairman 
Taku Yamasaki for some movement of the location of the runway in 
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the coastal plan. 


A high-level government official after their meeting confirmed: 
\"Nago City\'s call for 400 meters is inconceivable. Even 100 
meters is not possible. You can understand that from that (the 
Prime Minister\'s words).\" A top level Defense Agency official on 
March 29 expressed his displeasure with Nago City\'s proposal 
saying 


The last words of the late mayor 


\"The coastal plan is unacceptable. Don\'t compromise.\" These 
reportedly were the last words to Mayor Shimabukuro and other 
city officials by former mayor Kishimoto 

He transmitted to his successor the view of rejecting the coastal 
plan 

government. Mayor Shimabukuro 

Kishimoto home 

entrusted me with the task 

hand.\" A prefectural assemblyman from the LDP said with a 
painful 

last will and testimony. With Mayor Shimabukuro having accepted 
that dying wish 

government should not let Mr. Kishimoto\'s death have been in 
vain.\" 


(2) USFJ realignment: Final agreement postponed; Futenma straying 
off course; Gov\'t struggling 
locals 


TOKYO SHIMBUN (Page 2) (Full) 
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March 30 


Tokyo and Washington have been consulting on specific issues 
regarding the realignment of US forces in Japan. In the meantime 
tomorrow is the time limit for the Japanese and US governments to 
wrap up their realignment talks for a final agreement. However 
there are still anumber of pending issues. The two governments 
will forego their release of a final report. The United States 

has now asked Japan to pay a huge amount of money in order for 
Japan to share the coast of relocating US Marines from Okinawa to 
Guam. Another difficult problem is the issue of relocating 

Futenma airfield in the city of Ginowan 


\"Nago City officials say they don\'t care about reclaiming land 
from the sea. But we\'ll have to build a facility in the face of 
protests (against coastal reclamation).\" With this 

Agency Administrative Deputy Director General Takemasa Moriya 
exploded his frustration at the city of Nago 

when he met the press on March 27. 


On March 26 

Fukushiro Nukaga and Nago Mayor Yoshikazu Shimabukuro met. In the 
meeting 

proposal of minor changes to its Futenma relocation plan. 

However 

returned to Okinawa. \"Minor changes are no good 

His flat refusal touched off the vice minister\'s anger. 


On March 21 

plan to relocate Futenma airfield to a coastal area on the 
premises of Camp Schwab 

government was ready for minor changes to the plan. Meanwhile 


TOKYO 00001689 003 OF 009 


Nago City 
the negotiating table. 


However 

degrees counterclockwise. The government also implied the 
possibility of moving down the construction site to the south. 
Its possible moving to that direction was up to 50 meters. 
However 

facility at an offshore site 400 meters away from the planned 
construction site. The gap is wide. 


Nago is persistently insisting on basing the alternative facility 

at sea. \"That\'s because the Japanese and US governments changed 
the plan in disregard of the wishes of local residents 

lawmaker elected from Okinawa. 
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Last fall 

report on the US military realignment. Their consultations were 
bogged down over modifications to the Futenma relocation plan. 
Tokyo worked out a coastal relocation plan in defiance of 
Washington\'s proposal to install a sea-based facility. However 
the government explained it to Nago after the de facto agreement. 


The government had initially planned to build a sea-based 

facility. But now 

\"That\'s because we couldn\'t get much cooperation from Okinawa 
Prefecture and Nago City 

Defense Agency. The government is sticking to a coastal area of 
Camp Schwab. That is also because that area is off-limits to 

locals and it will be easy to push for construction even without 

local cooperation. 


The government has knowingly made light of Okinawa 

a ruling Liberal Democratic Party lawmaker elected from Okinawa. 
And now 

in its local coordination. 


The Futenma relocation is an issue of top priority for the United 
States. The US government 

this issue 

OkinawaWs base-hosting burden with Marine relocation to Guam and 
other specific plans. The Japanese government will have to push 

for local coordination on its own responsibility. The government 

now appears to have a hard time of it 

blame for that. 


(3) Three LDP factions -- Tsushima 
for new V'strong characters!" to use in party presidential race 


NIHON KEIZAI (Page 5) (Full) 
Evening 


Now that the fiscal 2006 budget has cleared that Diet 

Democratic Party (LDP) lawmakers are now turning their interest 
toward the party presidential election that will take place in 
September. Although efforts by the government of Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi to eliminate factional influences have been 
promoted 

significantly affect the selection of a successor to Koizumi as 
president of the LDP. Even those factions whose top posts had 
long been vacant have now moved into action 

chosen new leaders. 
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\"Only those who don\'t know anything about politics say that the 
age of factions having influence is over 

veteran lawmaker Yuji Tsushima 

reporters on last Dec. 15 after a general meeting of his faction 
that brought together lawmakers from both Diet chambers. The 
faction held such a general meeting for the first time in a year 
and six months. 


Former Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto 

faction 

responsibility for the decline in the faction\'s power 

for receiving an illicit political donation from the Japan Dental 
Association. The faction split into two camps when selecting its 
candidate for the 2005 presidential race. In the aftermath of the 
internal split 

declared that they would refrain from factional activities for 

the time being. The faction 

Hashimoto\'s successor. 


Tsushima used to be a member of the Miyazawa faction 


SIPDIS 

now changed its name. He left the LDP in June 1994 when the 
cabinet of Prime Minister Tomiichi Murayama was inaugurated. In 
March 1995 

faction. 


Since such veteran faction lawmakers as Tamisuke Watanuki left 
the LDP 
Tsushima was chosen as chairman of the faction last November. The 


SIPDIS 
Tsushima faction intends to work out its own policy proposals 


SIPDIS 

probably after the Golden Week holiday period. Tsushima 

served as chairman of the LDP Research Commission on the Tax 
System and other key posts 

disparity widened by the government\'s structural reform drive 
should be corrected. 


As co-chairmen of the faction 

old Makoto Koga were chosen on Feb. 23. The faction had its 

origin as the Kochikai 

prime minister in the early 1960s. Kochikai produced four prime 
ministers. The chairman\'s post was vacant from last July 

Mitsuo Horiuchi stepped down 

immediately before the Lower House plenary session took a vote on 
the postal-privatization bills. 
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Koga was initially regarded as the replacement of Horiuchi. 
However 

of parliament before the vote on the postal bills. As a result 
the faction selected Koga and Niwa 

and welfare minister 


Koga stressed at a party in late February: \"If Kochikai and 
Heiseiken (Tsushima faction) join hands 
changed.\" 


Niwa also said in a meeting on March 16 of the faction 
display policy measures for the income gap problem and Asia 
diplomacy 

Lower House is dissolved for a snap election.\" 


Bunmei Ibuki 

successor to Nakasone\'s faction 

Since former Chairman Shizuka Kamei and Takeo Hiranuma 
opposed the postal bills 
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forged a collective leadership setup under the leadership of 
Chairman Ibuki and Honorary Chairman Yoshinobu Shimamura. 


Ibuki now chairs the Lower House Special Committee on 
Administrative Reform. While giving positive evaluation to the 
governments structural reform effort 

government) to take flexible measures.\" He wants to regain the 
faction\'s strength taking advantage of the presidential race. 


The Tsushima faction is a mere shadow of the former Tanaka 
faction 

faction call themselves as protgs of Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Shinzo Abe. 


Koga quipped 


The three factions do not have any contenders to run in the post- 
Koizumi presidential race 
filed. It will be difficult for them to regain their impetus. 


(4) Growing Japanese economy (Part 1): Boom in consumer spending 
ignited by increasing household incomes 
among baby boomers 


NIHON KEIZAI (Page 1) (Excerpts) 
March 29 
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The Japanese economy is about to move into a new growth path. An 
increasing number of business sectors are showing better 
performance 

also showing positive movements. Although business conditions 
overseas and the current strong yen remain as potential risks 
sustained economic recovery path now lies ahead. 


Men\'s summer suits priced at 70 

great demand recently in Onward Kashiyama 

of the Takashimaya Department Store in Shinjuku. Suits priced at 

50 

President Shigeru Uemura said: \"There are signs of consumers now 
prefering higher-priced goods.\" 


Consumers tightened their purse strings when the country faced 
deflation 
willing to pay more. 


Suntory Ltd. has marketed a new brand of canned beer at a premium 
value 

other brands of beer. A survey in late January showed 7% more men 
in their 40s drank this brand of beer more regularly than in late 
August of last year. 


Younger persons who had tightened their purse strings have also 
begun to spend more money. Gusto 

franchised by Skylark 

their 20s and 30s. The chain boosted sales in February over the 
previous month for the first time in 17 months. 


In a survey of consumer attitudes conducted by the Cabinet Office 
in February 

level recorded in 15 years and eight months. This figure is up 

0.3 percentage points over the previous month. 
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The recent improvement in household incomes and the job market 
has picked up consumer confidence. Late last year 

job vacancies topped that of job applicants for the first time in 

13 years. The total amount of cash earnings in 2005 also grew 
0.6% over a year earlier after a hiatus of five years. Daiwa 
Securities Co. SMBC predicts that personal consumption in fiscal 
2006 would increase by 1.6% over a year ago 

income increases and improved consumer confidence. 


The economic recovery in the US since 2001 has been supported by 
strong personal consumption. Even in Japan 
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\"have excessive savings with sluggish personal consumption 
signs of a long-term boost in consumer spending are appearing. 
The ratio of spending to disposal income in the case of both 
working worker households and retired elderly families was 83.4% 
in 2005 

ago. In addition to the recent economic recovery 

\"active seniors\" -- baby boomers aged over 60 - have taken the 
lead in boosting spending. 


Compared with elderly persons of long ago 

have contributed more to private consumption growth. The ratio of 
spending to disposal income in the case of those aged 60 years or 
older increased to 90% in 2005 from 77% in 1995. 


The ratio of overseas travelers 50 years of age or older to all 
such travelers increased about 10 points from 14 years ago to 34 
% in 2004. A JTB travel official said: WNot only younger persons 
but senior citizens 

overseas travelers market." Senior members are not hesitant to 
pay money for satisfactory goods. 


Another reason for the spending propensity recently observed 
among elderly persons is because they have psychological leeway 
to spend money instead of increasing saving 

government steadily preparing a system to protect their 

livelinood. The Bank of Japan analyzes: \"The nursing insurance 
system that was introduced in 2000 has served to mitigate elderly 
persons\' concerns about their future and has encouraged them to 
use money.\" 


Stock movements are cited as a cause for anxiety. A plunge in 
stock prices will unavoidably put a damper on personal 
consumption. 


In addition 

generation remains stagnant 

undermined. The number of jobless persons aged 34 years or 
younger decreased about 300 

many of workers are part-timers 

job hoppers. The level of their consumption stays lower than that 
of regular workers. 


As it stands 

order to expand spending further 

government to continue to earnestly carry out reforms that will 
contribute to raising public expectations for their future 

as reviews of the pension and medical systems 

measures to increase jobs for the younger generation. 


(5) Light and shadow of what \"Koizumi politics\" has created over 
the past five years -- Changing society (Part 4): Departure from 
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Japanese style of employment; One out of three workers is 
nonpermanent employee 


TOKYO SHIMBUN (Page 1) (Full) 
March 29 


\"One reason why Nissan Motors slid into a financial crisis was 

too many employees were wallowing in vested interests. With the 
destruction of this corporate climate 

evaluated based on their performances.\" A Nissan employee used 
these words to explain his company\'s miraculous V-shaped comeback 
under the leadership of CEO Carlos Ghosn 

edge of disaster. 


Ghosn has been at the spearhead of Nissan restructuring programs 
since 1999. He took drastic measures 

main factories 

personnel. Meanwhile 

employment characterized by its seniority-based pay and promotion 
system. In 2000 

would receive pay determined by the degrees of their 

contributions to the company. Presumably 

reforms 

conventional Japanese style of employment. 


\"(The important thing to pursue reforms) is whether the leader 
can win public trust 

Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi told Ghosn in a meeting at his 
official residence in June 2001 

administration started. Koizumi 

way of corporate restructuring 

own reform agenda. 


The two leaders shared a common view of breaking up vested 
interests. Last year 

position of section chief in the administrative division. Under 
the new personnel system 

picked for an executive post. A female administrative worker 
with four years of service at the company said the system 
inspires employees to make more efforts 

are now evaluated on the results they achieved after strenuous 
efforts 


However 
system can suffer from the new system. 


Case of Shinya Kobayashi 
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A 65-year-old-worker who we will call Shinya Kobayashi is a \"sole 
proprietor\" who had concluded a consignment contract with a firm 
under which he had received a portion of the proceeds from the 
sale. He is called a proprietor 

than one employee. Last year 

sidedly 

contract starting next year.\" He then keenly realized he was in a 
weaker position than regular employees. 


\"The economy has definitely not recovered as the government 
announced. The company appears to be imposing part of their 
hardship on workers in various forms 


The number of part-timers 
employees like Kobayashi is on the increase. The number of non- 
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regular workers was 13 
16 


Behind this movement is employment-related deregulation advanced 
by the Koizumi administration in the name of the diversity of 

working patterns. With the enforcement in 2004 of the amendment 
to the Worker Dispatch Act 

to use temporary employees. One out of three workers is a 
nonpermanent employee at present. 


According to the Japan Community Union Federation (JCUF) 
national organization that nonpermanent employees also join 

is not a rare case that regular workers are forced by their 
companies to conclude a consignment contract as a sole 
proprietor. Recently 

temporary workers about the case of being forced to accept a wage 
that is below the minimum wage level. JCUF Secretariat Chief 
Akira Takai pointed out: \"The quality of employment is 
deteriorating.\" 


Why are nonpermanent employees on the increase? The reason is 
because companies can hire them at lower wages and easily adjust 
employment if they hire them on a short-term contracts. 

Apparently 

employment in order to bolster their earnings. 


Takai said angrily: \"The so-called Koizumi reforms have brought 
competition as the panacea for every problem. Corporate managers 
who are under pressure to generate profits in a short run are no 
longer eager about educating and giving training to employees. 
Even employees are something disposable now.\" 
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(6) Bright and dark sides of the five years of Koizumi 
administration (Part 5): Social divide expanding; Low- and middle- 
income classes financially strapped 


TOKYO SHIMBUN (Page 1) (Abridged) 
March 30 


In April 2003 

54-story Mori Tower dominates the complex 
information technology firms 

other up-and-coming global companies. 


Also located in the complex are the Roppongi Hills Residences 
which house 800 upscale apartments 

for over 4 million yen a month. They are all occupied. Hills 
occupants 

lavish parties. Office workers also frequent luxury brand shops 
in the complex. 


President Minoru Mori of Mori Building Co. 

Roppongi Hills project 

targeted wealthy people: There are many companies that target 
average people 

tough high-end class?\" 


In 2003 

rate on capital gains and dividend from 20% to 10 %. The 
administration also decreased the maximum inheritance tax rate 
from 70% to 50%. The steps were intended to favor those 
possessing stocks and assets. 
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At the same time 
burdens on the public in many ways. 


The administration also raised the liquor tax on highly popular 
low-malt beer 

tax credit in 2004. The fixed-rate tax cut will also disappear 
next year. 


Additionally 

workers went up from 20% to 30% in 2003. Employee pension 
premiums 

pension premium have been increasing annually since 2004 and 
2005 


Those increases may not mean much to the nation\'s well-to-do 


Column 3 
population 
remaining low- and middle-income classes. 


Atsushi Hirai 

complained: \"My wife has been struggling to make ends meet daily. 
| always take lunch to work. At home 

which is cheaper than regular beer." 


His companys profits have been growing steadily. In his 25th 
year with the company 
annually. 


But he has a mortgage on his house in Chiba Prefecture. He also 
has a daughter and a son who will enter a private university and 
a private high school 

and fees will cost him 1.4 million yen a year. Prioritizing the 
present over sunset years 

hikes and a growing social security burden are strangling the 
economy of the average household 


Last November 

Information released the results of a 2005 survey on financial 
assets that showed a record 23.8% of households had no savings. 
The figure has nearly doubled from 12.4% in 2000 before the 
establishment of the Koizumi administration. 


The average financial assets came to 15.44 million yen in 2005 
up 1 million yen from 14.48 million yen in 2000. 


This showed that the rich has become richer and the poor has 
become poorer over the last five years under the Koizumi 
administration. 


Hirai also noted: 


Nm aware of the need for reform 

will not help Japan turn for the better. The Japanese system has 
been destroyed over the last five years. I\'m afraid that the 
prime minister will just call it quits and step down.\" 
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Korea.\" Accompanied by eight ministers 

a USD 27 million loan from South Korea for the joint 
development of water treatment and tidal power generating 
facilities 

plans to visit Cambodia in November 2006. End Summary 


2. (C) On March 30 
Director of the Asian and Pacific Affairs Bureau 
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Asia Division 

(MOFAT) for a readout of Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen\'s 
March 20-24 visit to South Korea. The Prime Minister was 
accompanied by the Commercial 

Transportation 

Foreign Ministers 

businessmen. According to Koh 

objective was obtaining a \"gentleman\'s agreement\" to work 
toward signing a Memorandum of Understanding during President 
Roh\'s planned trip to Cambodia in November 2006 that would 
designate Cambodia as a country \"qualified to export labor to 
South Korea\". 


3. (C) Koh explained that to date a private Cambodian 
company has acted as a broker for Cambodian laborers seeking 
employment in South Korea. As a result 

system has evolved in which a large number applications for 
work permits in South Korea have come from unqualified 
Cambodian laborers with no Korean-language skills. During 

the trip 

agreement\" with Seoul that once Cambodia establishes an 
office within the Ministry of Labor for a central 

transparent 

the ROK will designate Cambodia as a country \"qualified to 
export labor to South Korea\". Koh stated that he fully 

expected the new work permit application process to be in 

place by November 2006 so that both governments can showcase 
their achievements by signing a Memorandum of Understanding 
during a planned visit by President Roh to Cambodia in 
November 2006. 


4. (C) Through visits to CJ Sugar Factory in Incheon 
Kyungan Cable Company in Hwasong 

southern Seoul 

entrepreneurs sought to gain practical knowledge about South 
Korea\'s factory management practices and standards 

as mass production systems and distribution networks 
they can implement in their own domestic industries 

Koh. During this second official visit to South Korea 

Prime Minister also received an honorary doctorate in 
Political Science conferred by Soonchunhyang University in 
recognition of his crucial role in reestablishing diplomatic 
relations between Cambodia and South Korea in 1997. 
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louder 

become a big impediment to better economic cooperation. 
Deputy Foreign Minister Yabunaka told Bhatia that the Koizumi 
Government well understood the dangers of letting this 
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problem drag on. The government was very much engaged in 
trying to find a solution. A senior-level discussion on the 

topic had taken place at the Prime Minister\'s office earlier 

on March 20 and participants understood the urgency of the 
matter. 


3. (SBU) Yabunaka pointed to a meeting of experts that the 
two sides have scheduled for March 28 and said the climate to 
make more progress should only get better in coming weeks. A 
big hindrance has been the Diet\'s consideration of the annual 
budget 

the upper house 

Yabunaka said 

the good relations that Japan enjoys with the United States. 
Koizumi 

domestic political landmines in Japan over the issue. 

Koizumi \"doesn\'t want to antagonize housewives 

Foreign Minister quipped. Yabunaka claimed to have good 
relations with Agriculture Minister Nakagawa 

stressed with him the importance of moving in a timely way to 
solve the issue. Nakagawa gets it 


Agriculture Ministry Urges Cautious Approach 


4. (SBU) At the Agriculture Ministry 

Kinoshita was very cordial but 

not try to look forward leaning in identifying a road map for 
lifting the ban more quickly. The procedures the U.S. put in 
place last fall to resume trade with Japan did not work 
noted. The two sides first need to sort out what went wrong. 
Japan has posed for the U.S. Agriculture Department 
questions concerning how in January banned beef products 
entered Japan in violation of the bilateral agreement. The 
U.S. replies were only just delivered to the GOJ on March 18 
and Kinoshita said he had not had a chance to review them. 
When Bhatia pressed the Vice Minister on the need for a clear 
time line for reopening the market 

He hoped next week\'s experts level meeting 
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would be a success 
Minister Nakagawa had said to the Diet recently: haste makes 
waste. 


KoizumiVs Advisor 


5. (SBU) At the Prime Minister\'s Office 
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Cabinet Secretary Hiroyasu Ando reviewed with Ambassador 
Bhatia the major bilateral issues between the United States 
and Japan 

that the beef ban was hurting the relationship. Ando added 
that it was important now to keep \"consumer confidence\" in 
mind as the two sides work out this issue. Bhatia stressed 
the importance of not letting beef linger as a problem 
because it would get in the way of the broader relationship. 
The two sides need to work hard in coming weeks to resolve 
the issue quickly. 

DONOVAN 
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countries. Bhatia agreed that the atmosphere had much 
improved and said that 

lay more on capitalizing on opportunity rather than 
minimizing problems. Bhatia said that Japan was our closest 
and largest partner in the region and we should seek to 
\"deepen and broaden\" the relationship. The two countries 
should be thinking how to do this 

of the Prime Minister\'s visit to the United States 

tentatively set for June. 


3. (SBU) Deputy Foreign Minister Mitoji Yabunaka and Vice 
Trade Minister Kazumasa Kusaka agreed that the relationship 
had progressed smoothly over the past five years and both 
their ministries were looking to identify the best way 

forward. The departure from office of Prime Minister Koizumi 
by the end of the summer makes it difficult to launch any 
dramatic new initiatives at the moment. Both governments 
according to Kusaka 

months before the summit in June to study the architecture of 
the relationship over the past five years to assess what 
worked and what did not work. Although no public statement 
need be made 

understanding on these points. Atthe summit 

could instruct their staffs to develop proposals for changes 

in the architecture to be presented to the President and new 
Prime Minister at their first meeting. Yabunaka suggested 
that the two governments should hold talks in April or May to 
prepare for a Bush-Koizumi summit. 


4. (SBU) A consistent theme conveyed to Ambassador Bhatia 
about reshaping the future dialogue was that the United 

States and Japan should work more closely together on IPR and 
energy issues. This was Ando\'s view at the Prime Minister\'s 
office 

meetings. On IPR 

States would consider favorably Japan\'s idea of a 
non-proliferation agreement on counterfeit goods. Ando said 
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the Prime Minister was \"personally interested" in such a 
multilateral agreement. Ambassador Bhatia said there was no 
disagreement with the objective and we would continue to 
study the idea but we were concerned if the tactic could work 
with China. 


5. (SBU) Bhatia also raised \"secure trade 
to use technology to protect transportation systems and 
reduce transaction costs 
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cooperation. On this issue 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) focuses perhaps too 
much on security without taking into account adequately 
commercial concerns. With better coordination 

United States could achieve the same security at less cost. 
Bhatia also raised with Assistant Cabinet Secretary Ando the 
hope that the two governments could make more progress in 
bilateral aviation talks. The current bilateral agreement is 
quite restrictive 

might consider modest liberalization that would give air 
carriers of both nations greater service opportunities. Ando 
pledged to consider this but was otherwise noncommittal. 


Regional Integration 


6. (SBU) Ambassador Bhatia underscored the high priority 
that the United States attaches to boosting its economic 
integration in Asia. In describing the FTA negotiations 
Washington has launched with Korea and Malaysia 

the United States wants to \"signal that we favor open markets 
in the region. The Japanese officials wished the United 
States luck in what is a very ambitious FTA agenda. Yabunaka 
noted that he was intimately involved in Japan\'s FTA talks 
with Malaysia. The climate there 

political. He predicted that autos would figure prominently. 
Kusaka underscored that the talks Washington has launched 
with Korea were \"strategically\" the most important. Bhatia 
noted that agreements varied from country to country 

with very different approaches -- from broad FTA to sector 
specific deals. On the prospect that the United States and 
Japan could eventually work on their own FTA 

demurred: \"I\'m not sure it would be a plus for us." 


Doha Round 


7. (SBU) Bhatia underscored in all his meetings -- 
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including at the Agriculture Ministry -- that the United 

States attaches enormous priority to reaching a successful 
conclusion to the Doha Round and it was time for all 
participants to \"put their cards on the table.\" Hong Kong 

was not a failure 

much more progress -- and is looking to Japan to show 
flexibility. The Administration is not counting on an 

extension to Trade Promotion Authority 

very real. Bhatia noted that there was no strong political 
consensus for trade agreements in the United States at the 
moment; trade negotiators must work hard to reach agreements 
that will enjoy broad bipartisan support. He noted the close 
calls already 

the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) passed last 
summer. 


8. (SBU) Kusaka and Yabunaka claimed Japan wants to have a 
successful trade round too. Kusaka said that when Japan\'s 
flexibility was needed 

the non-agricultural 

WTO-friendly leadership ever 

Minister to the Agriculture and Trade ministers. PM Koizumi 
has the \"courage\" to make decisions 

Nakagawa \"understands\" the issues 

has the political clout to make things happen. At the 
Agriculture Ministry 

be as forward leaning on Doha as its minister 

Hiroyuki Kinoshita conceded to Ambassador Bhatia that Doha 
was an important priority of the Prime Minister\'s. He added 
that the ministry must work to advance the talks 

-- somewhat elliptically -- the need to protect vulnerable 
sectors. 


China WTO Cases 


9. (SBU) In the context of the WTO discussion 
stressed Washington\'s hope that Japan would support the 
United States in two cases it plans to file against China in 
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dispute settlement 

Representative said that filing a WTO case ought not to 
disrupt bilateral relations and is indeed the sign of a 
mature relationship. Japan should not be uneasy about 
joining the United States in these cases. In China 

are reform elements and there are mercantilist elements 
the best way to support the reform process is to hold 
authorities there to their WTO obligations. Bhatia said the 
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United States understands the importance of bringing strong 
cases for consideration in Geneva 


10. (SBU) The GOJ is still studying the U.S. proposals and 
is far from a consensus on what role Japan should play. Ando 
agreed largely with Bhatia\'s description of the issue. We 
should no longer treat China as an apprentice in the WTO 
said 

Kusaka 

is believed to be loath to confront Beijing -- was 
non-committal. He told Bhatia that Japan wanted to help the 
reformers in China too 

to do this. He described some programs that Japan has 
undertaken in China to educate mid-level bureaucrats in 
regional governments to understand their legal obligations 
better on IPR enforcement. And U.S. and Japanese 
corporations should be cooperating more in areas of mutual 
concern and should not hide behind governments. It was 
important that China hear a consistent message from its 
trading partners. But arm-twisting China 

be counter-productive 

and the United States are \"ganging up\" on the Chinese. 


Still Working on Consensus 


11. (SBU) Yabunaka noted that Trade Minister Nikai was the 
biggest obstacle in the Japanese cabinet to taking a stand in 
the WTO against China on IPR and auto parts. Nikai was 
widely regarded as \"very pro-China 

Foreign Minister reassured Bhatia that Japan was still 
examining the U.S. initiative \"very carefully.\" He noted 
ruefully that Japanese commercial interests had certainly 
been affected by ChinaYs non-compliance over the years. 
DONOVAN 
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REF: A. 05 SKOPJE 750 


B. SKOPJE 219 
C. 05 SKOPJE 1150 


1. (SBU) Summary: The Macedonian Orthodox Church (MOC) has 
reacted strongly to recent revelations that the Serbian 

government funds an affiliate of the Serbian Orthodox Church 
(SOC) in Macedonia 

Macedonia\'s domestic affairs. The MOC also has opposed 
international community pressure to liberalize Macedonia\'s 

law on religious groups 

registration to the SOC-affiliated group. Archbishop Stefan 
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the patriarch of the MOC 

resolve the long-running dispute between the two churches in 
the short term. End Summary. 


MOC OBJECTS TO SERBIAN \"INTERFERENCE\" 


2. (SBU) The Ambassador met with Archbishop Stefan on March 
16 at his request to discuss the case of Zoran Vraniskovski 
a defrocked MOC bishop now recognized by the SOC as 
Archbishop Jovan of Ohrid (ref A). Archbishop Stefan said 
that revelations that the Serbian government provides 
subsides to Vraniskovski\'s Orthodox Archbishopric of Ohrid 
an eparchy of the SOC 

dispute between the two churches about the ecclesiastical 
status of the MOC. He predicted that the Vraniskovski case 
would remain in the spotlight despite the latter\'s release 
from prison in early March (ref B) 

for embezzlement was likely to be upheld on appeal and a 
second embezzlement trial was currently underway (ref C). 


3. (SBU) Archbishop Stefan did not repeat MOC Bishop 
Timotei\'s criticism of the 2005 HRR for \"interfering\" in the 
MOC\'s dispute with Vraniskovski\'s group. Echoing some media 
reports 

Vraniskovski and his SOC-affiliated church. In a March 24 
meeting with Poloff 

Timotei\'s statement and said that Timotei was not speaking 

for Archbishop Stefan or the MOC. (Note: In fact 

sidestepped the issue by referring to \"Zoran Vraniskovski 
whom the Serbian Orthodox recognizes as Archbishop Jovan of 
Ohrid.\") Most press coverage 

description of the GOM\'s treatment of Vraniskovski as a 
limitation of religious freedom 

conclusion that Macedonia generally respected human rights 
despite shortcomings in the police and judicial system. 


STATUS OF SOC-AFFILIATED RELIGIOUS GROUP IN QUESTION 


4. (SBU) In response to the Ambassadon\'s remarks on the 
importance of ensuring religious freedom for believers of all 
faiths in Macedonia 

of the MOC. He said that other ethnic and linguistic groups 
could still establish parallel Orthodox churches and serve in 
their respective languages 

the ecclesiastical authority of the MOC on Macedonian 
territory. He pointed to similar restrictions in Serbia and 
other predominantly Orthodox countries as proof that this 
principle is widely respected. \"Each country much protect 
its own interests 
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for Macedonia this entails protection of its national church. 


5. (U) The State Commission on Relations with Religious 
Communities is consulting with OSCE/ODIHR experts on a draft 
law that will determine the status of small religious groups 

such as Vraniskovski\'s SOC-affiliated church. The experts 
note that widespread practices in the region notwithstanding 
Macedonia is obliged by the European Convention on Human 
Rights and its OSCE commitments to protect such religious 
groups. In a February visit to discuss the draft law 

experts advised the Commission to remove a clause that would 
effectively prevent the SOC-aligned group from registering. 
(Note: The Macedonian government 

for European Partnership last December 


implementing OSCE recommendations on the draft law.) 


6. (SBU) Backed by the MOC and other religious communities 
however 

international experts\' recommendations that Macedonian law be 
changed. In an early March meeting with the DCM 

President Cane Mojanoski acknowledged \"tension\" between 
international standards and practice in predominantly 
Orthodox countries 

confrontation with the MOC on the issue. The DCM replied 
that 

international and European standards are often difficult 

they were ultimately in Macedonia\'s interest as it pursues 
NATO and EU membership. (Note: The Commission plans to 
forward the draft law to the Justice Ministry for 

consideration no later than March 30; we do not expect to see 
further action on the law before this summer\'s parliamentary 
elections.) 


NO MOC-SOC COMPROMISE IN VIEW 


7. (U) Despite a January proposal by Russian Patriarch Alexei 
to resolve the long-running dispute between the Macedonian 
and Serbian churches 

sides are seriously negotiating. In an interview with a 
Macedonian daily 

the Macedonian church. That would represent a step short of 
autocephaly 

the Macedonian church but allowing the latter to choose its 
own bishops and manage its own affairs. The MOC roundly 
rejected that proposal. Archbishop Stefan told the 
Ambassador on March 16 that he was not optimistic that the 
MOC and SOC would reach an agreement in the short term on the 
status of the Macedonian church 

had only limited 
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mediation by the Russian or Romanian Orthodox churches could 
be helpful in the long term. 


COMMENT 


8. (SBU) The dispute between the Macedonian and Serbian 
churches is likely to remain an irritant in relations between 
Skopje and Belgrade until the SOC-affiliated group\'s 

inability to register 

leader 

are resolved. In our discussions with Macedonian government 
officials 

protecting the SOC\'s right to organize and lead its adherents 
in Macedonia. At the same time 

Orthodox church should use religious freedom guarantees as a 
pretext for attacking the legitimacy of another. 

MILOVANOVIC 
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begin steps to implement a requirement for 
export/transit/transship licenses for all SHTC items plus the 
commodities on the 89-item list 

discussions with industry on the U.S. 454-item list. BOFT 
estimates that if things go smoothly it could start in May 
sending AIT 100 license applications per month for review by 
Washington agencies. Action request para 6. End summary. 


2. (S) BOFT Chief Secretary Peter Ho and BOFT Export Control 
Task Force Head Wally Su told AIT on March 28 that the Taiwan 
government wished to demonstrate clearly that it was not 
deliberately delaying implementing its export control 
\"gameplan\" commitments 

Ref A demarche. Ho said that as a proof of its \"sincere\" 
attitude towards its commitments 

implement its gameplan commitment to require 
export/transit/transshipment license for all Sensitive 

High-tech Commodities (SHTC) listed in the international 
arrangements 

commodities list that BOFT provided to AIT in October 2005 
(Ref B). 


3. (S) Ho said that BOFT would continue its discussions with 
local industry 

Minister Hwang Ing-san to explain the need for the additional 
454 items suggested by Washington agencies. However 

avoid the appearance any unnecessary delay BOFT had decided 
to first implement its commitment with regard to those items 
where there was already a consensus acceptance from industry. 
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4. (S) BOFT Ho said it will need some time to publish the 
new requirements and give industry advance notice 

if things went smoothly BOFT could start sending the license 
applications to AIT in early May. He estimated that based on 
past shipping statistics there would be about 100 export 
licenses per month for review by Washington agencies. 
However 

transit/transshipment licenses because of the lack of data. 


Possible Role for CSI Team 


5. (S) While BOFT assured AIT that Taiwan Customs uses an 
effective Targeting Risk Management (TRM) system that could 
target inspections on ships that might be carrying sensitive 
commodities to or from Iran or North Korea 

the Container Security Initiative (CSI) computer software 

could provide substantial assistance in identifying which 

ships should be inspected. 


6. (S) Action request: Please advise on the possibility of 

CSI assisting Taiwan Customs in targeting 
transit/transshipment cargoes to inspect for export control 
purposes. We have discussed this with CSI Kaohsiung Head 
Probo Munoz and he is currently looking into the possibility. 


YOUNG 
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my backyard\" mindset. In order to ensure that the local 
public understood the facility was safe 

hosted an open house on March 25 and invited 30 area 
residents to explain to them what kinds of safety measures 
would be implemented at the laboratory. These included 
talking about negative air pressure to ensure that 
pathogens are not released outside the lab 

disposing equipment and gear 

for non-disposable items. 


-- Prefectures Unite to Respond to Potential Crises -- 


6. (U) In response to the recent outbreaks of avian 

influenza across the globe 

Osaka 

Tokushima decided to conclude a comprehensive agreement on 
mutual crisis management support on March 28. This 
agreement is the first of its kind 

potential crises in addition to natural disasters 

terrorist attacks. Based on the agreement 

will accept evacuees from their surrounding neighbors and 
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provide them with necessary aid. 
-- Industry Representative Doubts GOJ Efforts -- 


7. (SBU) ESToff and EST FSN met with Jiro Fukuda (strictly 
protect) 

project 

company's new copper zeolite facemask. As reported in REF 
D 

in protecting the wearer from infection by the avian 

influenza virus because it is able to inactivate 99.9 

percent of the H9N2 virus after ten minutes of contact. 
Fukuda admitted that some test results showed that the mask 
worked even faster in the range of one to two minutes 

that to be on the safe side 

minutes as the figure in its research reporting. 


8. (SBU) Nisshinbo has started to sell the masks to 

individual customers by mail order. However 

Ministry of Health 

approved the mask for use 

all references to avian influenza from the product 

packaging. Fukuda also said that his company had to change 
the name of the product because earlier media reports had 
directly linked GAIACOT with its Al fighting properties. 


9. (SBU) Nisshinbo also plans to produce an air filter and 
a floor mat for use in poultry farms and to manufacture 
clothes for poultry industry workers made from a zeolite- 
based material. Fukuda told ESToff that he felt the GOJVs 
efforts to prevent the spread of avian influenza were not 
enough 

sufficient guidance to industry in preparation for a 
possible pandemic. He said MHLW and the Ministry of 
Agriculture 

only on surveillance and planning for the actions to be 
taken after an outbreak 

companies to proactively use their R&D capabilities to 
prepare well in advance of an Al outbreak in Japan. 
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receiving countries and to share experiences...with the goal 

of reaching an agreement between the two sides on eliminating 
the pending issues relating to the target group of workers 

i.e. those with low incomes 
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exploitation.\" The overriding conference goal is the 
issuance of a Yan announcement of principles in the name of 
the State of Kuwait.\" 


U.S.-led Workshops on Eliminating Expat Labor Problems 


4. (SBU) The second part of the conference will consist of 
\"training workshops organized in cooperation with the 
relevant agencies of the United States... in view of what has 
appeared in the human rights reports of the U.S. State 
Department 

According to Ghazi 

days is a result of recent Post meetings and pressure on TIP 
issues. 


Influencing the Direction of the Conference 


5. (SBU) UNDP representative in Kuwait 

PolOff that the UN will be working on the concept paper to 
begin defining the conference outlines in the next two weeks. 
He promised to allow the United States to participate in the 
process. This is an extremely important opportunity to shape 
the conference so it is in line with U.S. interests on 

expatriate labor issues 

especially keen on the conference producing a final statement 
or principles to which the GOK and other participating 
governments can be held. Therefore MOSALVs language to that 
extent is particularly significant. At the same time 

letter from MOSAL notes that it has decided to hold the 
conference \"in the framework of Kuwait\'s efforts to show its 
positive 

expatriate laborers.\" It is important that the conference 

not be used as an opportunity to whitewash the labor problems 
in Kuwait and other GCC countries. 


Request for Input for Conference Preparation 


6. (SBU) Action request: Post seeks Department input on 
what the U.S. can provide in terms of experts from 
government 

who can address participants and/or run workshops. Post will 
try to be as involved as possible in the planning of the 
conference 

agencies can participate 

included 

sending and receiving countries can become better integrated 
and any other pertinent information. Doraid has said he 
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wants to meet o/a April 10 to discuss the UNDPYs concept 
paper 

also welcomes recommendations from info addressees for 
discussion topics and workshops. 


kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk k 


For more reporting from Embassy Kuwait 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/kuwait/?cable 5 


Visit Kuwait\'s Classified Website: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/kuwait/ 
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CREDIBLE INFORMATION OF GROSS VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS B 
THE ABOVE LISTED PERSONNEL. 

5. POINT OF CONTACT IS ERIC RICHARDSON 

OFFICER 

RICHARDSONENOSTATE.GOV 

RICHARDSONEN@STATE.SGOV.GOV. ALTERNATE POC IS COL FRANK 
MILLER 

MILLERFL @STATE.GOV 

DIMILFL@NOTES 

6. COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS NO INFORMATION TO INDICATE THESE 
INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN GROSS VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS. END COMMENT. 

RANDT 

RANDT 
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But 

now than if Deby were elected and continued to drag the 
country further down. Meanwhile 

people felt betrayed and abandoned by the international 
community. 


6. (SBU) Finally 

Massalbaye 

Massalbaye verged on being hostile in his langugage and was 
expressly critical of the United States 

anger and frustration. He said he was tired of diplomats 
coming to his office 

human rights 

down to the humblest farmer or nomad knew that France was 
Deby\'s backer and that the United States was the only hope 
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for achange 

pressure on France or Deby 

statement by the American Ambassador at the Independence Day 
reception last July. Chadian civil society had shown 
remarkable unity in pushing for this national forum 

succeed 

international community. None had been forthcoming 

result was the May 3 fraud 

process which the United States claimed to support. The 
populace was fed up and the likelihood was a bloodbath. The 
normally peaceful democratic opposition had no choice but to 
call for active obstruction of the election. Make no 

mistake 

whether North or South 

for too long depended on passivity of Southerners and 
Northern fear of losing political control to the South 

now everyone in all sections of the country knew that the 

tiny ruling clique had robbed with equal greed from every 
section 

with nothing. 


7. (SBU) Comment: The dominant hostility 

is toward France 

brush 

wand and transform Chad 

society leaders are understandably feeling raw 

they are with the stark fact of the complete failure of their 
effort to promote national dialogue. Their predictions of 
violent doom are probably exaggerated 

this long-suffering populace just to keep suffering is 
considerable. 

WALL 
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Administration 


The Khartoum Summit was the second focal topic in the Syrian 
papers 

taking part in the summit and conducting a series of meetings 
with leaders 

Khaleifa Al-Thani 

Maktoum 

of Dubai; Sheikh Sef bin Zayed Al-Nahyan 

Interior; Sheikha Lubna al-Qasmi 

Planning; Mr. Mohammed bin Abdullah al-Qarqawi 

of State for the Affairs of the Prime Ministry; Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas; and Yemeni President Ali Abdullah al- 
Saleh. 


Papers also featured Russian President Vladimir Putin\'s message 
to the summit calling for an end to all kinds of foreign 
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intervention in Lebanese internal affairs and Syrian-Lebanese 
relations 

between them. Putin said that the Arab initiative launched in the 
Beirut Arab Summit of 2002 paved the way for realizing inter- 
related strategic goals 

has started in 1967 

and reviving the Mideast peace process from the point at which it 
stopped." He underlined the need to work with a spirit of 
partnership among all civilizations 

initiatives and taking into consideration the region\'s 

experiences and traditions. As for the Palestinian situation 
Russian President underscored the need to recognize the new facts 
resulting from the latest democratic Palestinian elections 

pointing out that his country has started dialogue with Hamas 
starting from this recognition and based on the position of the 
quartet. 


Regarding Iraq 

safety and territorial integrity and serious efforts to hinder 

its slide into civil war 

Iraqi national concord and ending the foreign military presence 
on Iraqi soil 


He committed to work hard to solve the Dafur issue and bring 

about peace in Sudan. \"Russia intends to develop multilateral 
cooperation with the Arab League 

confidence that cooperation between Russia and the Arab countries 
will be enhanced and expanded to serve all parties\' interests. 


End of summary. 
2. Selected Headlines: 


\"President Asad gives an interview to the American PBS TV 
Network 

President Asad: We would like to see peace 

and better standards of life in our country; we are going to play 
our role in the region 

are related to us and nobody else; and some are related to the 
international situation; what we warned the USA and the world 
against before invading Iraq is happening now everyday; stability 
in lraq serves our interests; every imported democracy is a 
failure; we want to cooperate with the US Administration 

can find common interests\" (Government-owned Al-Thawra 


\"The Khartoum Summit holds two closed-door sessions 
situations in lraq 

with Arab leaders and heads of participating delegations recent 
developments and the situation in Iraq\" (Government-owned Al- 
Thawra 
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\"President Putin addresses a message to the Arab summit 
discouraging foreign intervention in Lebanese internal affairs 
and Syrian-Lebanese relations\" (Government-owned Al-Ba\'th 


\"The government of Prime Minister Hanieh wins the confidence of 
the Palestinian Legislative Council with a majority of 71 votes\" 
(Government-owned Al-Ba\'th 


\"Israeli parties Kadima and Labor are neck to neck in the Israeli 
elections. 
3. Editorial Block Quotes: 


Abd-al-Fattah al-Awad 
Thawra 
summit of resolutions 


\"Convening the Arab summit 

reflects commitment to the principle of Arab solidarity. But 

this is not enough. The summit must be a forum for implementing 
resolutions 

rejection.... 


\"For example 

for the Palestinian people to turn into tangible actions. HAMAS 
now needs everyone to help it succeed. Arabs shoulder a big 
responsibility here 

Palestinian people.... 


\"The Iraqi file 

real action based on a solution that protects lraq from division 
in a way that guarantees the departure of the occupation forces. 
If others are doing everything they can to divide Iraq -- land 

and people -- Arabs are required to make tremendous efforts to 
stop this....\" 


Isam Dari 

(3/29): \"The Arab situation today has changed since the Arab 
summit in Khartoum in 1967 

resolutions... 
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\"In the name of realism some Arabs adopted an approach that 
conflicted totally with the approach decided in Khartoum in 
1967.... 


\"But we understand realism to mean dealing with reality without 
relinquishing land 

the white flag and saying loudly and publicly that we have been 
defeated only because our enemy is stronger than we are and is 
protected by a superpower that defends it and prevents the 
United Nations from punishing or condemning it.... 


\"In Khartoum today Arabs face a new test for their will and 
resolve. Passing this test is more than a pressing need. Failure 
is inadmissible under any pretext. The Arab scene 

Palestine to Lebanon 

analyses. The Arab nation is under siege 

dangerous challenges. The Arab peoples 

highest level of solidarity 

content with the lowest level of Arab solidarity. But neither 

the Arab peoples nor history will be merciful 

test or if anyone of us tries to go a single step below this 
lowest level. We have great hopes in the leaders of the nation 
and the new summit in Khartoum....\" 


Bassam Radwan 

(3/29): \"US Secretary of State Condaleeza Rice stated that a big 
reduction of American troops in Iraq is likely to be made this 
year or next in view of the fact that the lraqi forces are 

making progress in controlling the country... 


V'The departure of foreign forces from Iraq is the starting point 
for fraternal Iraq to recover ... its sovereignty and stability 
after its destruction by an aggressive war machine and after 
loss of its independence in an illegitimate war launched on the 
basis of completely false pretexts. 


V'The true reason for the expected US withdrawal 

fierce resistance by lragis.... The New York Times revealed that 
President Bush informed British Prime Minister Tony Blair that 

he was determined to invade Iraq whether or not the country had 
WMD.... This means that the head of the British government bears 
the same ethical 

American president and his administration for the major crime 

and its destructive results for Iraq 

peace generally....V" 


Column 3 
Seche 


58685 

economic freedom go hand in hand.\" On March 1 
Spokesman released a statement praising the GOT release of 
political prisoners and encouraging greater reform (Ref Ε). 
During his March 15 visit to Tunisia 

USG expectations for political reform in Tunisia with a 

variety of GOT and private interlocutors 

Ben Ali (Ref B) 


3. (C) GOT PROGRESS: In the first quarter of 2006 

did take some positive steps towards increased political 
reform. Most notably 

with an American official 

one day be a \"retired\" president (Ref I). In advance of 
TunisiaVs fiftieth anniversary of independence 

pardoned or granted conditional release to over 1600 
prisoners 

prisoners by local and international NGOs (Ref G). The 
International Committee of the Red Cross head of delegation 
also reported continuing good cooperation with GOT 
authorities on improving prison conditions. On March 3 
new political party 

registered 

parties to eight. While the registration of new political 
parties is one of our Freedom Agenda goals 

evidence this party will play an active role in the 

opposition (Ref D). Announced changes to the prior review 
(depot legal) process for print media were ratified in 
January (Ref K). There is also a palpable 

trend toward more critical press coverage of local social 
issues 

expression is growing. In mid-March 

newspaper suggested new print media would appear in the near 
future. These positive actions are significant since they 
include four of the seven political reform targets former A/S 
Craner raised with the GOT in 2004. 


4.(C) GOT RECALCITRANCE: Despite these small positive steps 
the GOT has also maintained many of its status quo positions 

on civil society. Harassment of activists (septel) 

continues 

officials also publicly denounced many activists as 

\"traitors\" (Ref C). The Tunisian Human Rights League (LTDH) 
continues to face a court case brought by GOT loyalists to 

try to reduce the group\'s activism (Ref E). 


5. (C) CIVIL SOCIETY ACTIVISM: The 18 October Committee 
disparate alliance of activists and politicos 
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leftists 

publicly active 

press conferences and demonstrations organized by the group 
in 2006 (Refs H and A). The General Union of Tunisian Workers 
complained that GOT control restricted press coverage of its 
sixtieth anniversary (Ref J). 


6. (C) OUTLOOK: Tunisia remains behind the curve when it 
comes to Freedom Agenda goals. While the GOT may take steps 
that give the appearance of a commitment to democracy (like 
those in para 3) 

willingness to increase political space or discourse in a 
meaningful way in the near term. With major legislative and 
presidential elections scheduled for the fall of 2009 

and strong pressure must be continuously applied to the GOT 
if the Tunisian populace is to be engaged in the political 
process by 2009. 

HUDSON 
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foreign consulates. The event was unique in terms of the 
attempt at openness and inter-agency cooperation among 
Chinese government officials. The event also builds on 
previous breakthroughs by Post 

meeting for a possible digital video conference (DVC) 
between Guangdong health and agricultural officials and 
relevant U.S. medical officials housed at Embassy Bangkok 
(reftel B). The March 29 special meeting included officials 
from the Guangdong Veterinary Station of Epidemic Prevention 
and Supervision 

Guangdong Center of Disease Control (CDC). Officials from 
about half of Guangzhou\'s 23 consulates were in attendance. 


3. The Guangdong officials conveyed that they are taking 
the recent human death case very seriously and seeking to 
improve their policies. Officials are working in six 
different ways to improve Guangdong\'s prevention and 
response mechanisms 

1. Alerting and information abilities 
Technical and personnel capabilities 
Vaccination storage materials and implementation 
Cooperation with all relevant departments 
Cooperation with other regions (i.e. 
Public awareness 


DARON 


Background on Guangdong Poultry and Human Threat 

4. Mr. Yu Yedong of the Guangdong Veterinary Station began 
the meeting describing Guangdong\'s potential source for Al 
and the government reaction before and after the March 2 
human case. Guangdong is China\'s largest source of poultry. 
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In 2005 the province was estimated to have 1.36 billion 
poultry 

accounting for 52.3 percent of China\'s overall poultry 
population. 


5. Yu next described the events surrounding Guangdong\'s 
only confirmed human Al death. On March 2 

Guangzhou native (surnamed Lao) died (reftel A). On March 
4 

case was Al and the Ministry of Health announced the results 
to the provincial authorities. On March 3 

health authorities enacted their contingency plan to contain 
Al. All close contacts of Mr. Lao (124 people) were 
quarantined 

\"tier-three alert". On March 6 

experts met with equivalent Guangdong officials. Throughout 
the ordeal 

contacted. The tier-three alert level was recalled on March 
14. 


Scorecard of Guangdong Implementation Success 
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6. The Guangdong officials described in some detail how 

they are improving policies in the six aforementioned areas. 

1) Alert and information abilities: Since 2004 

Party Secretary Zhang Dejiang and Guangdong Governor Huang 
Huahua have placed Guangdong on \"high alert\" and asked all 
departments to implement relevant measures at the three main 
levels of governance: provincial 

October 2005 

monitoring stations 

the Al situation. (When asked by PolOff about the 

capabilities of these stations 

a limited answer. In terms of staffing 

Guangzhou have 130 staff 

cities have only 10-20 people and in the countryside the 
stations are even smaller.). 


7. 2) Technical and personnel materials: Last year the 
province invested 200 million RMB ($250 

and this year has already spent 8.5 million RMB ($1.06 
million) on vaccination programs. Additionally 

officials have received special training on how to manage AI 
cases. 


8. 3) Vaccination storage materials and implementation: 
Over 1.2 billion poultry have been vaccinated (98 percent of 
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the province\'s poultry) using a domestic Chinese 
vaccination. Last year the veterinary department took 

190 

percent effective. After 14 days the birds develop a strong 
immunity to the disease. Emergency materials for health 
personnel have also increased 

of Tamiflu. 


9. 4) Cooperation with all relevant agencies: The 
government has increased exchanges with other departments 
including broadening cooperation with the Department of 
Education; Department of Transportation; Department of 
Forestry (to collect dead birds for lab tests) and the South 
China Endangered Species Center (to monitor migratory 
birds). 


10. 5) Cooperation with other regions: Guangdong CDC and 
public health officials have had multiple meetings with Hong 
Kong and Macanese officials on how to handle a public health 
emergency. 


11. 6) Public Awareness: The Guangdong government has 
increased the amount of public \"propaganda\". There have 
been more television interviews with doctors than during 
SARS 

and medical centers. 


Whodunnit?: Mr. Lao\'s Death Remains A Mystery 


12. Guangdong has over half of China\'s poultry population 

and one confirmed human case 

deaths in the past two years. The burning question at the 
meeting was: \"What was the source of the human death?\" The 
officials said they still do not know the source but assumed 

it came from one of the 12 marketplaces in which Lao had 

spent significant time. Though Yu of the Veterinary Station 
believed both future poultry outbreaks and repeated human 
infections were possible 

outbreaks in the short term. 


Transparency Issues 

13. PolOff asked specifically about the rules of reporting 
suspected and confirmed Al cases. All final confirmation of 
Al cases remains with the Ministry of Health in Beijing 
requiring two separate labs to confirm a death. Information 
of an Al death can only be released to the public after this 
confirmation. However 

information on any suspected cases when they choose. The 
Guangdong officials agreed to consider sending information 
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via e-mail instead of the slower diplomatic note process. 

The former method was used during some of the worst days of 
SARS. (In the recent human Al case 

having Al on March 2 

until March 4). 


Comment: Improvement and Continuing Problems 


14. The unspoken message from this special meeting was 
obvious: Guangdong does not want another SARS. It is 
believed Guangzhou city was the source of the SARS outbreak 
during which the provincial government was criticized for 
apathy 

is unclear whether the increased transparency resulted from 
foreign or domestic pressure. In terms of influencing the 
Guangdong medical response 

contact with officials through methods such as the planned 
digital video conference. However 

to internal Guangdong meetings 

remain an important conduit for expressing U.S. concern. 
Overall 

the meeting and working with other government departments. 
However 

suspected cases and working with outside groups such as the 
WHO and USG. 


DONG 
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this would impede the fire department from entering and 
fighting the fire 

another fire had broken out and management and workers 
stopped the fire then 

out the fire as in the past. 


4. (SBU) Soon 

supervisors that the fire was \"too big\" and uncontrollable 

so the supervisor broke some windows to permit workers on her 
floor to jump to the ground below. She said she was on the 
upper level of the four-floor building 

caught by people on the ground below. She and several other 
workers showed the burns on their hands and feet 

complained of body aches from jumping. They told laboff 

about other workers with more serious burns and injuries. 


5. (SBU) Another worker told laboff that at around 10 PM 
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went to the Chittagong Medical Hospital to search for her 
missing brother 

the hallways. She said that members of the Rapid Action 
Battalion (RAB) started to enter the hospital 

to come back at 9 AM in the morning when Prime Minister Zia 
was expected to arrive to survey the factory damage. Wanting 
to find her brother 

come back in the morning but instead went to another part of 
the hospital where she saw bodies of people \"stacked higher 
than my head.\" She told laboff that she counted more than 
300 bodies but could not \"identify anyone as all of their 
clothes had been burnt off.\" She is still missing her 

brother 

he has documented 350 deaths related to the fire 

laboff grisiy photos of burnt bodies. 


6. (SBU) According to the workers 

a year and half old 

undergoing expansion. They said that a gas welding machine 
was broken and caused the previous fire 

broken machine caused this one as well. Sources reported that 
the police have arrested a company accountant and another 
factory supervisor 

representative told laboff that he knows of 55 workers who 

are seriously injured and still in the hospital as of 

mid-March. Media placed the latest death toll at 84 dead. 


7. (SBU) The workers told laboff that the fire 
occurred near the end of the month 
received their month\'s wages 
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They said that the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturer and 
Exporter Association (BGMEA) paid a few dozen workers 3 
taka or 52 USD 

average highly proficient garment worker gets 2 

taka a month or 31 to 57 USD. End Note.) The BIGUF 
representative said they are assisting workers to get their 
wages and severance pay 

dead are supposed to receive 100 

none have been paid this. He said that in order to receive 
this money 

However 

pay for the certificate. 

CHAMMAS 
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Arbitration -- ofthe EPZ Workers Association and Industrial 
Relations Act 
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conciliators\' purpose is to settle disputes before referral 

to arbitration and within the context of an impending strike. 
BEPZA Executive Chairman Zakir Hossain told laboff that 
BEPZA received World bank funding to hire the conciliators as 
part of a multi-million dollar institution strengthening 

grant. 


2. (SBU) Laboff spoke to one of the BEPZA conciliators 
Shahida Begum 

Begum 

years practicing civil and criminal law 

labor law. Hired in late December 2005 

attended the same December 2005 training session as the 
counselors and arbitrators and has been using the time since 
then to observe the labor situation in the EPZs.\" Asked if 
BEPZA had sufficiently informed workers on the procedure on 
the use of counselors 

replied in the affirmative but was not able to articulate the 
exact process. 


3. (SBU) The American Center for International Labor 
Solidarity\'s (ACILS) Field Representative 

laboff that hiring conciliators was premature as they are 
needed only in a situation where workers have the right to 
strike. Under current law 

to strike 

for the time when the elections for the Workers Associations 
would permit the right to strike 

conciliators 

hired at salaries twice the market rate for their profession 

yet BEPZA still was unable to obtain qualified personnel. He 
said that many truly qualified human resource managers were 
wary that BEPZA would not be able to compensate them at this 
high rate after the World Bank grant runs out in two years. 
Laboff asked EPZ\'s Hossain how he intended to sustain them 
after the grant ran out. Hossain replied that BEPZA would 

find a way. 

CHAMMAS 
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on March 16 in both their Burmese and English editions 
other print media followed suit. 


7. (SBU) After reporting the outbreak to OIE and 
communicating with the FAO regional office 

allow FAO 

joint UN team 

Diseases Advisor and the FAS FSN representative in Burma 
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departed for Mandalay on March 17. GOB officials welcomed 
the team\'s presence and assistance. LBVD and MOH officials 
were open with information and provided the team with 
regional and local maps of the affected areas and farms. The 
team was taken to the farms 

process of being depopulated and disinfected. The assessment 
team noted numerous deficiencies in the quality of the GOB 
response team\'s activities. GOB officials were receptive to 
the team\'s constructive suggestions and took corrective 
action. 


8. (SBU) WHO and USAID staff met with the Department of 
Health officials in Mandalay for a briefing on current human 
health response activities. Again 

open and willing to answer all questions. The assessment 
team was then able to access the local hospital designated 
for receiving Avian Influenza cases. 


9. (SBU) USAID funds 

purchased 200 PPEs 

sprayers 

containers. Technical assistance was provided by the 
USAID-funded FAO Regional Advisor for Avian Influenza and the 
USAID RDMA Infectious Diseases Advisor. The Government of 
Japan 

virologist for a 2-week consultancy in laboratory 

diagnostics 

number of public awareness posters on Al. The Royal Thai 
Government will fund diagnostic reagents for 1 

FAO/Rome has released $45 

country FAO office to assist with containment activities 
WHO/SEARO provided $20 


10. (SBU) COMMENT: Burma is a risk country for H5N1 
infections. The current outbreak highlights that the 
surveillance for Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza is 
sensitive enough to detect unusual die-offs. When H5N1 is 
suspected 

the cases to the international community and to allow free 
access to affected sites. The GOB response to this outbreak 
also highlights that many challenges remain in making the 
National Plan operational. Burma urgently needs 
strengthening of surveillance and diagnostics 

collection 

specimens. Medium to long-term in-country presence of 
international human and animal health experts in Avian 
Influenza is crucial to assist the technical ministries with 
coordination and enhancement of preparedness and control 
activities 

in response to this outbreak. END COMMENT. 

STOLTZ 
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than expected.\" 


5. However 

largely in Mae Hong Son Province 

consideration as the PAB there has yet to convene its first 
meeting. The delay apparently is due to a dispute between 
UNHCR and local Thai officials over information required by 
the PAB about individual refugees and conditions in Burma 
when the refugees fled. The stalled status of this PAB was 
addressed at a recent UNHCR-RTG retreat. Representatives 
from Thailand\'s NSC 

attended agreed to make a concerted effort to get the Mae 
Hong Son PAB started. 


6. The PABs are also intended to screen those Burmese who are 
fleeing political persecution 

UNHCR 

generally referred to as the urban Burmese." While UNHCR 
and the RTG are still working on procedural details 

likely that persons in this group will be required to 

register at a local government office in the provinces where 

the PABs are located. While waiting for their individual 

cases to be processed 

same holding centers mentioned above for those fleeing 

fighting. NGOs already working in the camps will provide 
services to meet the group\'s basic needs. The Thai and UNHCR 
have agreed that persons approved by the PABs will all be 
submitted for third country resettlement. The Thai and UNHCR 
have also discussed establishing a \"fast track\" procedure on 

a \"case by case\" basis for high profile cases. In an effort 

to hammer out the important details of the process 

made several proposals including ideas on location of offices 

for initial registration and suggestions for documentation. 


7. UNHCR reports that the holding centers in Tak and Mae Hong 
Song Provinces are now completed and ready to accommodate 
Burmese fleeing fighting and political persecution. In the 

Tak camps 

Mae Hong Son the holding center\'s capacity is 250. In 
Kanchanaburi and Ratchaburi Provinces 

will be used as a holding center for the time being 

amount of housing capacity that will ultimately be 

constructed is still unclear. 


8. According to UNHCR 

be an \"extension\" to the refugee camps and those living in 
them should have comparable access to services and 
facilities. Whether this will turn out to be the case is 
unclear. During a March 8 visit to a Mae Hong Son camp 
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Deputy Refcoord observed that the cluster of huts that make 
up the holding center are constructed out οἱ the same 
materials used in other refugee housing in the camp. The 

huts had access to one water source. The space allocated per 
family allows little privacy and is noticeably smaller than 

in camp residences. UNHCR subsequently confirmed that the 
conditions in the holding centers built so far are 

inconsistent. While some holding center housing consists of 
longhouse construction 

structures. Some centers are part of the main camp because 
they utilize existing housing and therefore have access to 

all camp services and facilities 

which result in less access to camp services. UNHCR thinks 
that building inconsistencies are attributable to space 
limitations. UNHCR also noted that the holding centers are 
intended as a temporary place of residence while the PABs are 
performing their work. 


9. Comment: While the PABs have been long in coming 
encouraging that all but one is now operational. The first 

few rounds of PAB meetings have also yielded good results in 
the form of the formal admittance into the camps of thousands 
of refugees. However 

work of screening the cases of persons fleeing fighting and 
political persecution. It remains to be seen how quickly 

such cases will be screened and what the approval rate will 
be. 

ARVIZU 
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Party took credit for increases in foreign investment 

and foreign assistance. It also claimed success in raising 
living standards 

life expectancy 

life measures. 


3. (C) The Party\'s attribution of its economic success to its 
\"renovation policy 

1986 in tandem with \"doi moi" in Vietnam 

Much of what has happened in Laos in the economic sphere has 
been an inevitable result of Laos\' position in the midst of 
economic giants like China 

Vietnam. These are countries that are in need of new markets 
sources of energy and raw materials 

investment money. Laos has played that role well 

because of the government\'s open-armed welcome of foreign 
investment (Laos remains a difficult place to do business 
because of a lack of rule of law 

inefficiency) 

running Laos probably would have done as well. 
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4. (C) By taking credit for economic progress 

LPRP has concluded that it alone has the foresight to direct 
Laos\' development. Having convinced itself of the truth of 
its own rhetoric 

only to direct the current program for removing Laos from the 
ranks of Least Developed Countries by 2020 

to run the country well beyond that time. The political 

signals from the Congress 

activities of the past several months 

the Party toward greater conservatism and less willingness to 
eventually concede power. Far from seeing economic 
development as an opportunity for political liberalization 

the LDRP is trying to consolidate and strengthen its grip. 


5. (C) The new initiatives are comprehensive. New Politburo 
member Somsavat Lengsavad said at a post-Congress press 
briefing that the Party would work to woo new members 
expand Party membership far beyond its current level of 

148 

last decade 

only realistic hope of advancement for anyone in the GoL 
including the country\'s teachers and doctors. The new 
initiative will increase the pressure on those outside the 

Party to join. 


6. (C) The LPRP has also consolidated ¡ts grip on the 
political process. Earlier this year the National Assembly 
announced that Assembly elections originally scheduled for 
2007 would be held in April this year 
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tenure concurrent with that of the new Central Committee. 
That change 

more effectively translated into legislative action 

according to National Assembly spokesman Viseth Svengsuksa. 
Finally 

non-performers. Among other measures 

the conclusion of the Congress that it had strengthened the 
authority of the Party Secretariat 

charged with enforcing discipline. The change would promote 
\"correct\" behavior of Party members 

bad actions of a handful from impacting on the population\'s 
confidence in the LPRP\'s infallibility. 


7. (C) The shift to the right also spells a more troubled 
relationship with the U.S. According to Singapore Embassy 
contacts 

from the Russians 

leadership discussed the bilateral relationship 
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determined that the U.S. was actively working to undermine 
the Party. As evidence 

Embassy was frequently aware of the GoL\'s internal activities 
(possibly referring to our knowledge of the detention of 27 
Hmong children by Lao authorities since December). The 
leadership felt certain there were \"spies\" working for the 
USG within the GoL 

Embassy and with our allies (including the Singaporeans) was 
dangerous. 


8. (C) The Party billed the new Central Committee lineup as 
an injection of youth into the leadership. It was that: the 
average age of the new members is 51 

Central Committee veterans. The purpose of the shiftto a 
more youthful Committee was not to introduce new ideas 
however 

19 new members all possess unquestionable credentials as 
Communist faithfuls 

change. For example 

military\'s political department or from the Party\'s political 
school 

came from within the Party administration. The new CC may be 
younger 


9. (C) The new appointments also reveal a desire to establish 
political dynasties. Three new appointments to the Central 
Committee are children of the senior leaders: Nam Vignaket 

(son of Politburo member Samane Vignaket) 

(son of retiring Party Secretary Khamtai) and Sanyahak 
Phomvihane (son of LPDR founder Kaysone Phomvihane and the 
second of Kaysone\'s sons on the CC). Insiders tell us the 
leadership has struck a bargain to promote each other\'s 

children to the Central Committee 

political futures and thereby their economic futures as well. 


10. (C) Comment: Although \"reform\" was a major theme of the 
8th Party Congress 

the system designed to improve Party efficiency and give the 
Lao population even less room to complain. Nowhere in the 
platform was there discussion of any long-term opening of the 
political system. The message from the Party Congress was not 
one of gradual change 

far into the future as possible. End comment. 

BAUER 
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China 
such \"groundless\" remarks. 
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- China\'s judicial authorities will handle Zhao Yan\'s 
case according to the law. 


- Vice Premier Wu Yi will depart for the United States 
April 3 to attend the U.S.-China Joint Commission on 
Commerce and Trade (JCCT) session. 


- Vice President Zeng Qinghong will attend the April 
21-23 Boao Forum for Asia. 


- Yemeni President Saleh will visit China April 5-10. 
End Summary. 


U.S.-China Currency Issues 


2. Asked during the regular March 30 MFA press 
briefing about recent comments by U.S. Treasury Under 
Secretary Adams on China\'s currency exchange rate 


SIPDIS 

Spokesperson Qin Gang asserted that China currently 
maintains a market-based and flexible exchange rate 
regime. An appropriate decision on the RMB exchange 
rate must take into account China\'s level of economic 
development and the potential impact on the global 
economy. Such a decision must remain in line with the 
country\'s real situation 


UNSC Presidential Statement on Iran 


3. Asked to comment on the UNSC Presidential 
Statement on Iran 

Presidential Statement calls on Iran to follow the 
steps required by the ΙΑΕΑ Board of Governors. In 
particular 

to fully resume suspension of all Iranian enrichment- 
related processing activities 

development. It also emphasizes strong UNSC support 
for the IAEA role in resolving the Iranian nuclear 
issue 

Presidential Statement will help strengthen the role 
and authority of the IAEA. There is still room for a 
diplomatic resolution to the issue within the ΙΑΕΑ 
framework 

measures to achieve a negotiated resolution. 


Japanese Friendship Association Delegation 


Column 3 

4. Questioned about the agenda of reported upcoming 
talks between President Hu Jintao and a delegation of 
Japanese Sino-Japan friendship associations led by 
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former Prime Minister Hashimoto 

confirmed the meeting 

the meeting will only be known following its 
conclusion. Describing the purpose of the Japanese 
visit 

Premier Wen Jiabao on strengthening people-to-people 
contact. Former Prime Minister Hashimoto\'s visit 
reflects China\'s constructive attitude toward 
expanding friendly exchanges with Japan. Asked 
whether the visit will help chances for a China-Japan 
summit meeting 

Beijing\'s policy on bilateral relations. Japan should 
make serious efforts to improve Sino-Japanese 
relations. Questioned about reported plans to revise 
Japanese textbook characterizations of the East China 
Sea 

islands comprise a longstanding and integral part of 
Chinese territory. This is based on indisputable 

legal grounds and Japan should take China\'s position 
seriously 

issues should always be addressed through appropriate 
channels. 


Papal Visit to China 


5. Asked by the China Daily correspondent about 
reported statements by the Vatican Foreign Ministry 
that the Pope hopes to visit China in 2008 

asserted that the Chinese Government maintains a 
sincere willingness to improve relations with the Holy 
See on the basis of two consistent principles 

he did not specify. Beijing has made constructive 
efforts to enhance relations and hopes the Vatican 
will take concrete actions to create conditions for 

the improvement of China-Vatican relations. 


China Dissatisfied with PM Berlusconi\'s Comments 


6. Responding to the China Daily correspondentVs 
question about Italian Prime Minister BerlusconiVs 
reported statement that \"babies were boiled in Mao 
Zedong\'s China 
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with such \"groundless\" remarks. Statements by Italian 
officials should be conducive to the stable 

development of China-Italy relations. 


Zhao Yan 


7. Asked about the legal status of detained NYT 
journalist Zhao Yan 

information. China\'s judicial authorities will handle 
the case according to the law. 


Wu Yi to the JCCT 


8. Qin announced that Vice Premier Wu Yi will depart 

for the United States April 3 to attend the U.S.-China 

Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade (JCCT) session 
which will also be led by Secretary of Commerce 

Gutierrez and USTR Portman. Vice Premier Wu will also 
pay a visit to several U.S. states. 


VP Zeng to Boao 


9. Vice President Zeng Qinghong will attend the April 
21-23 Boao Forum for Asia 

keynote speech 

with other state leaders and representatives at Boao. 


Yemeni President\'s to Visit 


10. Qin announced that Yemeni President Saleh will 
visit China April 5-10. 
RANDT 
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labor disputes occurred only at garment factories (which are 
located in other provinces) 

our province.\" He described the dispute as \"just a 
misunderstanding\" and chided the union for not asking the 
provincial government to assist in getting management to 
accept a union presence. Working conditions in casinos are 
better than those in the garment factories in Phnom Penh and 
Sihanoukville 

privileged few when compared to the thousands of residents of 
Poipet who are homeless or living far below the poverty line. 
(Note: Gen. Chantha was one of three FUNCINPEC governors 
removed from their posts last week as part of CPP\'s political 
infighting with FUNCINPEC. CTSWF President Ly Korm intends 
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to contact the new governor 
days. End Note.) 


Arbitration Proceeds 


6. (SBU) Under Cambodian labor law 

cannot be successfully conciliated by the Ministry of Labor 
are sent to the Arbitration Council 

dispute resolution body founded with US support. 
Participation in the arbitration process is mandatory 

either party can object to an award 

non-binding. Most arbitration cases have dealt with garment 
or hotel sector disputes in Phnom Penh and Siem Reap 
Arbitration Council is now well accepted in these two 
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industries and geographic areas. In many other industries 
and cities 

process and may fear participating in a judicial proceeding 
whose outcome they cannot control. Arbitration Council 
Foundation staff worried that as a foreign owner operating 
far outside the usual geographic and sectoral scope of the 
Arbitration Council\'s cases 

Asawahem might refuse to participate in arbitration. In such 
a 0858 

a powerful tycoon 

arbitration proceedings can simply be ignored. (Note: 
Phunphorn Asawahem is reportedly the son of former Thai 
Minister of the Interior Watana Asawahem. End Note.) 


7. (U) Econoff and Labor Assistant visited Poipet in early 
February to meet with union leaders and casino management 
and to encourage both sides to refrain from any industrial 
action until after arbitration 

arbitration process. Both the union and the casino 
participated in arbitration hearings 

February 8 and 28. The arbitral award issued on March 9 
called for the reinstatement of 11 of the 20 terminated 
workers 

but had not voted in union elections in November were not 
covered by laws protecting workers from anti-union 
discrimination. Casino management objected to the award on 
March 16 

the union. 


Violence 
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8. (U) Despite strong support for a strike in December and 
January 

the logistics of a strike 

while a fervent core continues to urge industrial action. As 
part of their employment contract 

dormitory-style accommodation for most of its workers. If 
the workers go on strike 

to stay. Most workers are migrants from other regions of 
Cambodia and do not have relatives in the area who could 
offer them accommodation. There are not enough low-priced 
hotel rooms in Poipet to house striking workers 

leaders report that traveling to and from Poipet and 
participating in the arbitration process exhausted most of 
the funds they saved to support a strike. Moreover 
residents--many of whom live below Cambodia\'s poverty 
line--are unlikely to be sympathetic toward striking workers 
whom they may regard as well-paid whiners. CTSWF leaders 
also worry about the potential for strike-related violence 
particularly as police in Poipet are unaccustomed to dealing 
with striking workers. 


Thai Embassy: What Labor Dispute? 


9. (SBU) In a meeting March 27 

Songchai Chaipatiyut told Econoff and Labor Assistant that he 
was unaware of the labor dispute or unionization efforts in 
Poipet 

support Thai-owned casinos in Cambodia due to concerns about 
money laundering and other crimes 

distance from the casinos. However 

concerns about the potential for violence and the potential 
economic impact of a strike. He agreed to encourage the 
casino to negotiate with the union and 

violence. 


10. (U) COMMENT. The Cambodian labor movement 

in the garment sector and was given a huge boost by the labor 
provisions of the US-Cambodia Bilateral Textile Agreement 
has slowly moved into other sectors of Cambodia\'s small 
formal economy 

Outside of these sectors 

Reap 

effort to expand the reach of organized labor to casinos in 
the busy and fast-growing border town of Poipet is an 
important and logical next step. However 

Grand Diamond City owner Phunphorn Asawahem is any 
indication 

without resistance. Whereas hotel and garment sector 
unionization efforts benefited greatly from international 
attention and a boycott of hotels involved in labor disputes 
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casino unions are unlikely to find such support from 
international activists 

patrons 

movement has already grabbed the \"low hanging fruit;\" future 
unionization efforts will be more difficult. END COMMENT. 
Mussomeli 
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those liable people pay for this.\" Another terrorist\'s funeral 

was held in Siirt and 5000 people attended it. People marched 

to the city center then and a 500-person group hurled stones at 

the police. Military forces intervened and unidentified one 

person and a 16-year-old person has been wounded during the 
incident. Tension resumed towards evening in Diyarbakir 

security forces dispersed people. Jandarma Commando Teams have 
been deployed in the yard of the Governor\'s Office. 


EVRENSEL / OZGUR GUNDEM: Daily Ozgur Gundem claims that 
Turkish military used chemical weapons during the military 
operation last Friday (03/25) that killed 14 terrorists. 

According to the paper 

held in Diyarbakir. People reportedly clashed with security 
officers for three hours following the end of the funerals. The 
administration of security in the city center has been 
transferred to the Jandarma and special teams for the first time 
after 15 years. Former DEP deputy Hatip Dicle 

provincial chairperson Ahmet Cengiz 

Initiative for Solidarity with Inmate Families) national 
chairperson Nursel Aydogan 

Zana) were among the people that participated in the funeral. 
The dailies also reported that many F-16 military planes flew 
over the funeral place. Police in Siirt allegedly shot Muhlis 

Ete 

democratic confederalism around 4 p.m on a hill viewing the 
funeral area. The young person was seriously wounded and 
hospitalized. The dailies reported as 10 

the funeral in Siirt. Meanwhile 

coffin of another terrorist to Adiyaman. 500 hundred people 
reportedly attended funeral ceremony there. Ali Ekber 
Adiyaman provincial chairperson 

that they still wanted peace despite all the developments taking 
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place. 


OZGUR GUNDEM: Democratic Union Party 

by Kurds in Syria 

to voice protests against killing of 14 terrorists in Turkey\'s 
Mus province. Meanwhile 
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village of Suleymaniyah district of Northern Iraq to protest the 
killing of guerillas. Separately 

Centennial University hung a giant banner on a wall of the 
university that read 

be taken. The banner was removed by the soldiers deployed in a 
police station located at the university. Meanwhile 

4 

the killings in March 25 military operations in Mus. 


RADIKAL / ZAMAN / CUMHURIYET / EVRENSEL: The nine-person 
delegation of the Turkish parliamentary commission probing the 
Semdinli case went to Hakkari yesterday (see press summary 
03/28). Meetings of the commission will reportediy be held at 

the Hakkari Governor\'s Office. Delegation members met the 
Hakkari Governor at his office. Apart from the people related 

with the Semdinli incident 

talks with the owner of a car in which a July 2005 blast killed 

two officers in Hakkari 

Oztunc 

September 2005. Chairperson of the parliamentary commission 
Sivacioglu 

interwoven with politics and that the commission formerly 

disclosed information to the Van prosecutor as he was preparing 
the Semdinli indictment. Meanwhile 

that Prosecutor Ferhat Sarikaya\'s announcement that he would not 
be holding a meeting with the commission members during their 


trip. 


OZGUR GUNDEM: HPG reportedly denied any connection with the 
death of 31-year-old Serdar Donmez who stepped on a mine ina 
village in Tunceli (see press summary 03/28). The Tunceli 
Governor\'s Office had claimed that the mine was planted by the 
PKK. 


EVRENSEL: Speeches of former and current U.S. ambassadors to 
Turkey delivered at the Turkish-American Business Council\'s 
conference reportedly implied warnings to Turkey regarding its 
relationship with Iran. Marc Grossman 

to Turkey 

create a very positive effect on the Turkish-American 

relationship 

further reported that the U.S. has finally won \"the war\" over 

the quotas Turkey imposed on its rice imports after filing a 

complaint against Turkey with the WTO. 


OZGUR GUNDEM: A bomb reportedly exploded in one of the main 
streets of Mardin\'s Midyat district yesterday morning. No 

injuries or deaths were reported following the event. The 

police evacuated and sealed off the area. 


OZGUR GUNDEM: Security forces allegedly opened fire and 
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killed a reported Iranian origin fuel-oil smuggler in Van\'s 
Baskale district. The man was reportedly shot at close range. 


CUMHURIYET / RADIKAL / OZGUR GUNDEM: Ministry of Justice 
inspectors completed their investigation report concerning the 
controversial Semdinli indictment prepared by Van Prosecutor 
Ferhat Sarikaya; and the Ministry of Justice demanded that a 
disciplinary action be brought against Sarikaya for referring to 
concerns in the Semdinli indictment that need not be involved in 

it. The report also demands disciplinary action against 

Sarikaya for sending a written document (of unspecified content) 

to the Hakkari Provincial Jandarma Command. 


RADIKAL / CUMHURIYET / ZAMAN: Amid heated controversy over fraud 
allegations in public tenders in Hatay 

Chairperson 

two AKP deputies to probe the allegations claiming that 

companies with links to AKP deputies in Hatay have won 271 of 

the 273 public tenders in the province in the last three years. 

REID 
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purchase P-3C anti-submarine aircraft and increase Taiwan\'s 
defense budget to three percent of GDP when the issue is 
taken up at some point after PRC President Hu Jintao\'s April 
visit to the U.S. Wang stressed the importance of improving 
cross-Strait relations for Taiwan\'s \"economic survival.\" He 
also urged the U.S. to negotiate an FTA with Taiwan. The 
Director stressed the importance for Taiwan to improve 
inter-party cooperation 

also noted that the U.S. will be sending a high-level 
delegation to Taiwan in May for TIFA discussions. End 
Summary. 


2. (C) The Director paid an initial call on Legislative Yuan 

(LY) President Wang Jin-pyng (Kuomintang) on March 28. The 
Director said that the U.S. and others admire Taiwan for its 
transition to democracy 

now focus on increasing efficiency and improving \"good 
governance\" practices. Wang noted that Taiwan has studied 
and tried to emulate the United States in building its 
democracy. 


3. (C) The Director said the U.S. hopes TaiwanWs political 
parties will work through the distrust which now separates 
them 

as to preclude China from taking advantage of Taiwan\'s 
internal divisions. The military gap between the PRC and 
Taiwan continues to grow 

overwhelmingly strong China will not be good for cross-Strait 
stability as China may be tempted to dictate by threat of 
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force Taiwan\'s future direction. The Director added that the 
U.S. military believes Taiwan should first and foremost 
upgrade its anti-submarine warfare capability by purchasing 
the P-3C anti-submarine aircraft. 


4. (C) Wang acknowledged that Taiwan must assume greater 
responsibility for its own defense and also increase its 
inter-operability with American military forces. There has 
been progress on arms procurement 

People First Party Chairman James Soong 

any arms purchase 

procurement. It is likely that all parties in the LY will 

support increasing the defense budget to three percent of 
Taiwan\'s GDP 

more modern weapons at a reasonable price 

Support within the LY is most widespread for the purchase of 
the P-3C ASW planes 

missiles will have to remain on hold until the three-year ban 
imposed by the failed referendum expires in March 2007. Wang 
said he understands the importance of keeping Taiwan off the 
radar scope during the period before and after PRC President 
Hu Jintao\'s April visit to the United States and therefore 

the LY will wait until after Hu returns to China to take up 

arms procurement discussions. 


5. (C) Although PRC discussions with KMT representatives are 
a positive development 

repeatedly urged the PRC to talk directly with Taiwan\'s 
democratically elected leadership. Wang responded that such 
talks are unlikely because President Chen does not accept 
China\'s \"one China\" precondition and China does not trust 
Chen. Wang added that he has been unable to discuss 
cross-Strait affairs with President Chen since December 2005 
following the DPP\'s defeat in local magistrate elections. 

The Director responded that there should be communication 
between the LY President and President Chen 

the moderate Wang can provide a different and useful 
perspective to the President. 


6. (C) The Director told Wang that his overarching objective 
is to maintain and improve U.S.-Taiwan relations. After 

9/11 

terrorism 

helping China develop into a peaceful 

actor 
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society to decide its own future. 


Column 3 

7. (C) Wang suggested that China\'s continuing economic 
development will work to decrease tensions across the Strait 
making military issues gradually less important. Improving 
relations with the PRC will help Taiwan\'s economy survive 
added. He claimed Taiwan is being \"hollowed out" because 
Taiwan businesses are forced to move their factories and 
know-how to the Mainland in order to remain competitive in 
the PRC market. Ifthere were direct shipping and 
transportation routes 

manufacturing facilities on both sides of the Strait. In 
addition 

Taiwan from regional free trade agreements. If Taiwan were 
able to improve its relations with China 

willing to let Taiwan participate in such agreements. Wang 
also said that Taiwan must develop a new strategy to attract 
foreign investment 

PRC in most manufacturing sectors. 


8. (C) Wang stressed the importance to Taiwan of a free 

trade agreement (FTA) with the U.S. and asserted that Taiwan 
had met the requirements to warrant an FTA. The Director 
said the U.S. would be sending a high-level trade delegation 

to Taiwan in May under the Trade and Investment Framework 
Agreement (TIFA) structure to conduct a comprehensive review 
of U.S.-Taiwan trade issues. FTA could be discussed then 

but so would the full range of options to address outstanding 
trade problems. 


9. (C) Comment: Wang comes across as a moderate willing to 
work with the DPP administration 

such cooperation in the LY is pretty spotty. Despite an 
agreement with his staff to keep this session private 
subsequently briefed the Taiwan media in detail 

the Director's comments on FTA and claiming falsely that we 
had encouraged him to serve as a mediator with China on 
cross-Strait issues. This all-too-typical experience 

underscores the hazards of working within the polarized 

internal Taiwan political community. 


YOUNG 
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-- On March 9 

shot and killed Crisanto \"Ka Santi\" Teodoro 

left-wing political party Bagong Alysansang Makabayan in 
Malolos 


-- On March 17 
member of the board of directors of the United Luisita 
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Worker's Union (ULWU) and coordinator of the Anakpawis 
(Toiling Masses) party-list organization in Hacienda Luisita 
Tarlac. Cruz had led the ULWU in strikes against the 
management of the Hacienda Luisita sugar plantation and more 
recently in protests against the presence of Armed Forces of 
the Philippines (AFP) troops in the plantation. Cruz is the 
second leader of the sugar worker\'s union to be killed since 
October 2005 (Ref B). 


-- On March 19 

Hugo 

the League of Filipino Students (LFS) in the Bicol region. 

He is the second youth activist killed this year 

the death of Audie Lucero of Youth for Nationalism Democracy 
(YND) 


-- On March 20 

Zambales 

lives of both his wife and 5 year-old son. Abelon is still 
hospitalized and 

at least one of his attackers as an AFP intelligence agent. 


3. Leftist organizations continue to blame elements of the 
GRP 

attacks. Increasingly 

Jovito Palparan Jr. 

Division in Central Luzon 

rights abuses in the past (though such allegations have never 
been proven). Palparan 

Philippine Distinguished Service Star for meritorious actions 
as a division commander in Luzon and Samar 

allegations linking him to any extra-judicial killings 

stating 

of the government." The AFP has challenged leftist groups to 
go to court to prove their allegations. 


4. The GRP has denounced the attacks and vowed to bring 
those responsible to justice. Malacanang spokesman Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye 

standing order for the Philippine National Police (PNP) to 

act on these killings of militant leaders 

and arrest the culprits. We cannot allow this murder trend 

to undermine peace and order." 
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5. Mission continues to urge the GRP to investigate each 
killing thoroughly. However 

of attacks will be halted -- or those responsible brought to 
justice -- are low. NPA attacks on both the AFP and PNP have 
increased in recent months 

Roger" Rosal telling the press he now hopes to see one attack 
per day. The escalating level of violence only highlights 

the severe problems the Arroyo Administration faces in 

dealing with leftist groups and the Communist insurgency. 
Kenney 
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Beef was not raised during the meeting. Also 

Secretary Gutierrez met one-on-one for forty minutes before 


SIPDIS 
convening the larger group meeting. End Note.) 


(SBU) Press Comments 


2. (C) Vice Premier Wu Yi opened the meeting by noting that 
the major purpose of the meeting is to discuss the 

seventeenth meeting of the Joint Commission on Commerce on 
Trade (JCCT). Referring to published comments in the United 
States 

give his view on whether the two sides should hold the JCCT 

on April 11 

were in the room. End Note.) 


3. (C) In a good meeting earlier that day 

Bo Xilai and Commerce Vice Minister Ma Xiuhong were 
convincing me that we should have a successful JCCT 
responded Secretary Gutierrez. (Note: Press departed the 
room. End Note.) But the USG was concerned after the 
November meeting of our Presidents that it was not as 
substantive as it could have been. It is important for the 
meeting between our leaders in Washington that the two sides 
are able to guarantee there will be good news for them. The 
U.S. side has provided a comprehensive list of items for the 
JCCT to both VM Ma and Minister Bo and also conveyed a list 
of core items. (Note: This list of core items was conveyed 
orally by Commerce Under-Secretary Lavin and Deputy USTR 
Bhatia to Commerce Vice Minister Ma during discussions March 
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23. End Note.) At the meeting with Minister Bo today 
continued Secretary Gutierrez 

again before the JCCT meeting to ensure that there is clarity 
about what will happen atthe meeting. Itis a sensitive 

time in Washington with respect to U.S.-China bilateral 
relations 

not be good for the leaders 


4. (C) The Government of China attaches great importance to 
the seventeenth JCCT and is making great effort at all levels 
to ensure that it is successful 

leadership fully understands the difficult environment around 
the congressional mid-term elections in the United States. 
The April 11 

suggestion. China agreed to that date with the full 
understanding that it might be difficult. China believes 

that the two sides can work together to assure the success of 
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the seventeenth JCCT. 


(U) IP Actions: Wu Yi 


5. (SBU) VP Wu Yi provided a brief update on the major 
actions China had taken or would soon take with regard to the 
protection of intellectual property: 


(a) Supreme People 
trial courts throughout China to streamline the handling of 
IP cases and publicize decisions; 


(b) In January 2006 

cooperation on IP 

medium sized enterprises on how to protect their rights in 

China 

overseas IPR Ombudsman in the Chinese Embassy in Washington; 


(c) Over the next three years 
complaint and incident reporting centers in fifty cities 
throughout China; 


(d) In 2006 

including plans to revise seventeen laws and regulations 
issue six new judicial interpretations and steps for 
increased legal enforcement; 


(e) As reported at a press conference in Beijing on March 27 
2006 
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Security (MPS) 

Commerce (SAIC) 

Court (SPC) will jointly issue regulations on accelerating 
the transfer of administrative IP cases to criminal courts; 


(f) The SPC and Supreme People 

issued a reply explaining procedures for handling sound and 
audio-visual recording infringement cases including clear 
information on sentencing requirements; 


(g) SPC will issue four new judicial interpretations 
regarding IP cases; the four Jis are now available for 
comment; 


(h) MOFCOM and other relevant agencies have issued 
regulations on protection IP at trade fairs and exhibitions 
and will initiate a one-year blue-sky special operation; 


(i) To further increase transparency 

case decisions available on its website and courts will 
establish offices to answer questions 

websites and make them available in public reference rooms; 


() Currently at the comment stage 

Informatization Industry (MII) and the National Copyright 
Agency of China (NCAC) are drafting procedures to ensure use 
of legal software with a focus on verifying software used by 
large enterprises including state-owned enterprises; 


(k) Relevant agencies are working on a submission to the 
National People 
regarding China 


(1) In response to the Gutierrez-Portman letter on 
infringements by optical disk (OD) operators 

Government has come up with a plan of action including 
announcements on March 27 

have been revoked 

registration and seven OD operators 

pending internal remediation; by the end of December 2006 
National Copyright Association of China (NCAC) and the MPS 
will conduct a nationwide campaign; (Note: VP Wu Yi also 
mentioned the closing of Shanghai 

that products without legitimate trademarks are forbidden for 
sale in all of Beijing 

issues were not specifically related to the OD points. End 
Note.); 
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(m) To further intensify protections against piracy 

NCAC are establishing rules mandating that all PC 
manufacturers pre-install legitimate software on their PCs 
and China is considering a requirement that all PCs sold in 
China must have legitimate software pre-installed; 


(n) The State Council is compiling a list of all IP 
protection actions. 


6. (C) China is willing and ready to work to further the 

protection of IP 

not occur overnight and China 

the development level of China 

protection is a worldwide issue 

United States faces challenges. For example 

how pirated copies of the &For Oscar Review Only8 version 

of the movie Brokeback Mountain could be found in China. 

Over one hundred Chinese movies and musical CDs are available 
in pirated form in the United States 


(SBU) JCCT Buying Missions 

7. (SBU) Wu Yi highlighted that 150 Chinese entrepreneurs 
planned to join the JCCT delegation to conduct trade and 
investment promotion activities in the United States. The 
delegation plans to visit nine states 

then traveling to California 

South Carolina 

District of Columbia. Contract signings in such areas as 
soybean and cotton 

aircraft would total an estimated USD13-15 billion 

The Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Business Associations 
also plan thirty trade and investment events this year 

at assisting U.S. small and medium sized enterprises to 
promote their technology 


(SBU) Export Controls and Visas 

8. (SBU) VP Wu Yi offered to debate 

U.S. claim that its products subject to export controls 
account for less than one percent of the total trade between 
China and the United States. Similarly 

opportunity to further discuss issues related to visa 
application problems for Chinese business travelers. 


(U) In Conclusion 

9. (C) \"What you hear at the JCCT will satisfy you 

Wu Yi in closing. China has a longer outline of planned IP 
actions that extends beyond this year and she promised to 
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provide greater details at the seventeenth JCCT. 


10. (SBU) After taking note of the Chinese side 

on visas and export controls 

the need for the United States and China to have their 
respective teams meet to talk before the JCCT to provide 
needed clarity. 


11. (U) Chinese participants at this forty-five minute 
meeting at the ZhongNanHai leadership compound included: 


Vice Premier WU Yi 

Minister of Commerce BO Xilai 

Vice Foreign Minister YANG Jiechi 

Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) Vice Minister MA Xiuhong 
MOFCOM Director General for American and Oceanian Affairs HE 
Ning 

MOFCOM Protocol Department Deputy Director General ZHOU Ping 
MOFCOM U.S. Affairs Director WANG Hongbo 

MOFCOM U.S. Affairs Official LIU Haiyang 

MOFCOM U.S. Affairs Official XUE Dong 

MOFCOM U.S. Affairs Official TAN Yuwei 

MOFCOM Protocol Dept. Interpreter Ms. XIONG 


12. (U) USG participants in this meeting were: 
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Secretary of Commerce Carlos Gutierrez 


SIPDIS 

Ambassador Clark T. Randt 
Claire Buchan 

Commerce 

Rod Hunter 

Director for International Trade 
Henry Levine 

Craig Allen 

Embassy 

Robert Luke 

Embassy 

Cheryl McQueen 

Area 

Eric Madison 

Economic Section 

Ira Belkin 

Section 

James Brown 

RANDT 
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REF: A. 04 MOSCOW 13032 
B. 05 MOSCOW 7085 
C. MOSCOW 2136 (NOTAL) 


Classified By: Minister-Counselor for Political Affairs Kirk Augustine 
for reasons 1.4 (Β δι D) 


1. (C) SUMMARY. A February speech by Deputy Head of the 
Presidential Administration Vladislav Surkov to a United 
Russia conference sketched out \"basic ideological theses" of 
the Putin Administration. While not attempting to break new 
ground or crystallize a doctrine of V'Putinism 

portrayed Putin\'s policies as consistent and coherent. The 
effort may have been stimulated in part by concern about 
preserving the main policy thrust of Putin 

2008 

Surkow\'s main points included that: 


- Material well-being 
values Putin is trying to advance in Russia; 


- Russia is culturally part of Europe -- and 
implication 
permanently V'unique V"; 


- PutinVs policies avoid the failures of communism and the 
chaos 

the real sense of the word democracy 

institutions"; 


- Democracy and \"sovereignty\" (Wa political synonym of 
competitiveness\") are the two critical requirements for 
Russia to be successful over time. 


- United Russia 

2007 

party 

order to prevent hostile forces from \"knocking Russia off the 
path that has now been marked out for it to go." 


The speech may foreshadow a more authoritative exposition of 


some of its themes by Putin in his annual address to the 
Federal Assembly later this spring. END SUMMARY. 


Stepping into the Ideology Gap 


2. (C) The Kremlin has often been criticized 
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from the \"patriotic\" end of the political spectrum 

failing to deploy a mobilizing ideology that would make clear 
what goals it is pursuing -- and make it more likely that 
those goals would in fact be consistently pursued. Until 
recently there has indeed been no effort to systematize 
Putin 

relate the goals to any larger framework. Instead 
approach to governance has seemed ad hoc and reactive 
sometimes strongly influenced by the financial interests of 
figures in the inner circle. In our view 

nature of Kremlin decision-making reflects Putin 
personality and operational (rather than academic or 
intellectual) background 

broader distrust in Russia -- after 70 years of subjection to 
an ideology that failed -- of all-encompassing doctrines. 


3. (U) Initially delivered February 7 to a United Russia 

(UR) audience 

February 22 and then in March carried by some Russian media. 
It was only the third major intervention he has made in 

public debate in the past 18 months 

with WKomsomolskaya Pravda\" in September 2004 (ref A) and 
remarks to the Delovaya Rossiya business group in May 2005 
(ref Β). Since being reprinted in the press 

generated continuing attention as an expression of views by 
an authoritative and influential but rarely-heard-in-public 
\"deep insider.\" Surkov has since expounded on some of the 
same themes with Ambassador (ref C). 


4.(C) Surkov is indeed close to Putin and is the Kremlin 
operative most directly charged with managing political 
developments 

media reports have even asserted that the speech was prompted 
by a need on Surkov 

position in the PA. (Comment. We heard a similar analysis 
from Carnegie Center analyst Andrey Ryabov 

head Sergey Sobyanin \"hates\" Surkov 

reinforce himself politically through the speech. End 
Comment) Most commentators 

privileged access to Putin and the degree to which the speech 
is assumed to reflect Putin 

Tretyakov 

Surkov \"almost the only source of our knowledge of Russia 
official ideology 
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told us March 23 that the timing of the speech reflected the 
fact that \"that 
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Contemporary History Decoded 


5.(C) Surkov identified the \"fundamental values\" that Putin 
is trying to advance as material well-being 

justice. He immediately linked those goals to argumentation 
that Russia has historically been an inextricable part of 
European civilization and has undergone a broadly similar 
course of development as other European nations. In Russia 
as elsewhere in Europe 

political life of their society 

of government increasingly give way to processes of 
persuasion and agreement. Democratic development in Russia 
will thus lead to increasing stress on ideas (ideology) and 
reasoned discourse 

\"administrative resources\" and force. 


6. (C) Noting that Russians hold sharply differing 
assessments of the Soviet experience 

common ground by asserting that the Soviet Union had a 
progressive influence on world development (although Soviet 
society itself was not free or just) and established the 
industrial base on which Russia 

Despite such achievements 

party dogma rather than efficiency. The USSR failed to meet 
its citizensY needs 

intra-party conspiracy -- brought it down. The loss of the 
other Soviet republics that opted for independence was a 
price the Russian people \"more or less consciously paid\" to 
chart their own course. 


7.(C) Russian society was not ready for democracy in the 
1990s 

(\"manipulation instead of representation\") that unfairly 
discredited the broader business community. Privatization 
was overall a positive phenomenon 

conducted improperly and unjustly. Chaos reigned in the 
relations of state and federal authorities. The outcome of 
the first Chechen war led to a de facto violation of Russia\'s 
territorial integrity. Yeltsin 

perverted democratic processes to avoid an outcome some were 
unwilling to accept. In 2000 the electorate 

Putin was a decision to \"normalize the situation in the 
country 

emerged in distorted forms. Putin has acted to \"return the 
real sense of the word democracy 

institutions 

1990s -- enjoy the support of the people. 


\"Sovereignty\" and Threats to It 
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8.(U) As in his May 2005 speech (ref B) 

the concept of \"sovereignty 

synonym of competitiveness.\" Internationally 

to remain among the states that \"make the decisions on the 
organization of world order.\" If it failed to do so 

decisions inevitably would not take its interests adequately 
into account. Moreover 

power in international relations 

states that -- having never in their national lives been 
genuinely sovereign -- now had no difficulty 

with Moscow 

province of some other country." Russia had no one to run to 
but itself 

influence world politics in support of its interests. Moscow 
supported a V'democratization of international relations" and 
\"fair rules for globalization\" to prevent global decisions 
being taken by \"diktat.\" 


9. (C) Surkov identified democracy and sovereignty as the 
two critical requirements for Russia to be successful over 
time. V'Only a society based on competition and cooperation 
among free people can be effective and competitive. V 
Moreover 

are not broadly integrated into the world economy...we will 
not have access to the contemporary Western technologies 
without which 

impossible. Strengthening Russia 

strengthening civil society 

NGOs and institutions of local self-rule. 


10. (U) Surkov identified four present or potential threats 
to Russia 


- International terrorism. Intensive work 
international cooperation 
to meet the threat; 
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- An external military threat that now was only hypothetical. 
There was no guarantee today\'s lack of such a threat would 
continue 

nuclear deterrent strong was essential; 


- A lack of economic competitiveness. Many problems existed 
including \"monstrous\" delays in structural reforms that 
sooner or later would exact a price. But Russia could not 

rely on free-market panaceas and expect all problems to solve 
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themselves; Putin had identified a realistic path to follow 
drawing on Russia 

concept of an \"energy superpower\"); and 


- A susceptibility to \"orange technologies\" supported from 
abroad: \"If they (Note: Surkov does not say who \"they\" are. 
End Note) were able to do it in four countries 

fifth?\" Russia had in response to develop a 
\"nationally-oriented\" elite 

(rather than \"off-shore\") business class 

Putin 

national orientation was essential 

isolationist and \"Russia for the (ethnic) Russian\" tendencies 
that call themselves \"patriotic.\" If they came to power 

would be a catastrophe that might even lead to further loss 

of national territory. Neither oligarchic revanchists nor 
supporters of a nationalistic dictatorship should be \"allowed 
to destroy democracy using democratic procedures!" (as Hitler 
did in coming to power via free elections). Russia must be 
not only for the ethnic Russians 

Russia. 


11. (C) UR 

victorious in 2007 

to ensure the party 

10-15 years\" to prevent hostile forces from \"knocking Russia 
off the path that has now been marked out for it to go.\" To 
become a dominating force 

internalize and propagate the \"ideology\" set out in 
presidential and party documents. 


Comment 


12. (C) The point of Surkov 

ground 

(e.g. 

Fedorov 

new.V Some of them 

for the idea of clarifying the Kremlin 

strategies 

the right direction in that regard. Andrey Ryabov told us he 
found the speech \"static\" in its assumptions and \"lacking 
vision 

than to intellectuals or the middle class. 


14. (C) \"Sovereignty\" remains Surkov 

addressing both internal (\"sovereign democracy") and foreign 
policies. His linking of \"sovereignty\" to V'competitiveness V" 
is on the whole positive 

to focus on what actually works in the empirical world 
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rather than on romantic assertions of ethnic or neo-imperial 
identity 

achievement 

status. He seems 

not conviction about 

society if it is to sustain its claim to being a Great Power. 
At the same time 

probably a sincere perception of Russian vulnerability -- to 
subordinate the demands of openness to a need for social 
unity 

control. The overall tone of his speech is nonetheless far 
from the enemy at the gates\" shrillness of his post-Beslan 
interview in September 2004 

columns!" and \"dividing lines in every community and 
neighborhood. 


15. (C) Acknowledging that assessments of 20th century 
history remain highly controversial in Russia 

for a balance that pays enough tribute to all viewpoints so 
that critics of the USSR and those nostalgic for it can join 
hands to support Putin\'s policies. His view of the 1990s 
mixes harsh criticism with a refusal to reject everything 
initiated under Yeltsin 

the 1990s is nonetheless more negative than his summary of 
the Soviet period 

Putin 

disorder 

Yeltsin years. 


16. (C) Surkov\'s stress on Russia 
European culture seems intended to rebut arguments that it is 
a \"unique\" civilizational entity requiring political 
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solutions qualitatively distinct from those that have proved 
successful elsewhere in Europe. In that 

declaration that the Soviet Union fell because of its own 
inadequacies 

chauvinism 

the organizing committee for Russia\'s upcoming chairmanship 
of the Council of Europe -- casts himself as a relative 
\"Westernizer\" or \"Europeanist\" among Putin\'s advisors. He 
shows that he belongs comfortably within the Kremlin 
spectrum 

democratizationW has returned \"the real meaning of the word 
democracy 


17. (C) Surkov\'s thesis that persuasion will increasingly 
drive Russian politics implies a need for UR to be an 
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effective promoter of Putinist policies 

beneficiary of Putin 

But he would entrust it only with the downstream task of 
selling whatever the Kremlin has already decided. His speech 
may 

you 

party must be a synthesis of various interests 

take more than a speech to convert UR into the effective 
political force that Surkov 

politics-by-persuasion would require. UR 

is 

tells it to support 

its congenital passivity and growing beyond Putin 
coattails. In our view 

inertial weight in promoting continuity in the succession 
process 

himself and uses it as an instrument for exerting influence 
on his successor as President. 


18. (C) Ultimately 

words -- can define Putinism. As some commentators have 
speculated 

authoritative exposition of some of the same themes by Putin 
in his annual address later this spring to the Federal 
Assembly. 

BURNS 
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support is viewed by many in the RGOB as an Vinvestment 
that in light of recent US criticism in Geneva concerning the 
refugees in Nepal 

investment may never yield a payoff. 


3. (C) PolCouns remarked that the GRULAC UNSC issue is of 
high importance to the USG and we seek to continue to 

interact with the RGOB on the matter 

meeting between Foreign Minister Wangchuk and the Ambassador 
when he is next in Thimphu. With that in mind 

to continue this dialogue on the UNSC. 


4. (U) Visit New Delhi\'s Classified Website: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/sa/newdelhi/ 
MULFORD 
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with the public by acceding to the agreement. As for 
Kamitatu 

incident behind him and concentrate on his electoral 
campaign 

politician eager to make a name for himself 
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have the chance to helm the Assembly 

greatly enhance his national recognition and provide a boost 
for his electoral campaign. His tenure will be brief 

however 

weeks to enable members to conduct their electoral campaigns 
in their home districts. End comment. 

MEECE 
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example would likewise be expelled from the party. Masamba 
had told PolCouns previously that some" party members 
already have registered as independent candidates for the 
National Assembly; he now believes that perhaps 30 have 
registered in Kinshasa 

of the Founders Group. Meanwhile 

UDPS hard-liner Valentin Mbaki is also preparing to register 
-- probably for the presidential race -- while Masamba 
continues to dither over his own electoral possibilities. 


2. (C) Comment: Bazaiba\'s decision makes public the rupture 
within the UDPS caused by Tshisekedi\'s adamant refusal to 
take part in elections or permit his followers to do so. 

While symbolically important -- and personally humiliating to 
Tshisekedi -- Bazaiba does not have the necessary stature to 


SIPDIS 

provoke a large-scale defection of UDPS party members. Should 
Mbaki or Masamba decide to throw their hats in the ring 

however 

of the quietly unhappy in the UDPS ranks. End comment. 
MEECE 
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StateW while France Soir carries a photo of Chirac and the 
headline: What to Say? What to Do?\" Le Figaro leads with 
\"Scenarios for an Out. Experts contend that the CPE 
legislation will be found to be constitutional 

that the Council of State may express \"reservations\" about the 
\"interpretation\" of the legislation. Popular right-of-center 

Le Parisien carries a poll indicating that 8396 of the French 
favor a withdrawal of the CPE legislation. Meanwhile a new day 
of protest and strikes has been called for next Tuesday. 


The lead international story is the \"narrow\" victory of Olmert 
and Kadima. For Liberation 

government 

reference to Greater Israel 

victory \"bittersweet.\" For France Soir it is clearly VA 
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Victory for Sharon\'s Party 

Pierre Rousselin suggests that to succeed 

to show as much determination as Sharon.\" (See Part C) 


Liberation carries a full-page article on the Pentagon\'s study 

on Saddam\'s leadership perspectives and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. Christophe Boltanski starts his report by saying 

\"this could be the story of Saddam in Wonderland.\" and goes on 
to explain why Saddam 

victory. was counting on Paris and Moscow to block the UNVs 
decision on a military intervention." 


Le Monde carries on its front page a report on the \"Hamdan 
versus RumsfeldW case entitled \"Failings of the Bush 
Administration at Guantanamo Before the Judges of the Supreme 
Court." \"Given the historic nature of the issue 

Court granted a rare 90-minute session 

She quotes the National Journal as saying \"it\'s about the 
separation of powers between the President 

federal justice system for issues concerning the war on 
terrorism. The lawyers for Hamdan are questioning the legality 
of military tribunals 

constitutionality of the powers taken on by the President 

since 9/11. The trial appears to be the most important since 
the Rasul v. Bush case 

to question their detention. Justices Scalia and Breyer 
leftist-alter ego and `a distinguished Francophone 

questions. Justice Thomas tips back his black leather chair 
and 

note that no decision is expected before July. 


France Soir interviews former French Guantanamo detainee Nizar 
Sassi who is awaiting his trial in a French prison and who has 
written a book entitled \"Prisoner 325 

Soir makes this commentary: \"While the book gives a clear 
reading of the Guantanamo prison system 

plea of innocence. The reader is at times seized by doubt: is 
Sassi really as nave and candid as he claims to be 

only by a dream of adventure 


In Le Figaro Alain Barluet reports on the Lebanon impasse 
which is a source of concern for the West. The report leads 
with the news that Secretary Rice will be speaking to 
President Chirac this afternoon on the Middle East. (See Part 
C) Catholic La Croix also notes Secretary Rice\'s visit to 
Paris and her meeting with President Chirac. La Croix 
comments: WFrench sources indicate that the situation in 
Ukraine and Belarus will also be discussed." 


La Croix also reports on President Bush\'s cabinet reshuffle 
and his replacement \"on the sly\" of Chief of Staff Andy Card 
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with Joshua Bolten 

other changes will follow? For several months now his advisors 
have suggested changes in order to give his presidency a 
second wind.\" 


Columnist Alexandre Adler in his weekly column writes about 
the \"Iranian Mystery and the Iraqi Key.\" (See Part C) 


(C) SUPPORTING TEXT/BLOCK QUOTES: 
Secretary Rice To Europe - Middle East Issues 
SIPDIS 


\"Lebanon Impasse Worries the West\" 

Alain Barluet in right-of-center Le Figaro (03/30): \"Two 
important questions will be on the menu of the meetings this 
afternoon between Secretary Rice and President Chirac. First 
they will talk about the Iranian nuclear crisis. They will 

also speak about the situation in Lebanon where the hold Syria 
has is making it difficult to put an end to the political 

crisis opened by Hariri\'s assassination. Paris and Washington 
have consultations practically very day 

Palace clearly setting the tone for the French side. But 

despite these concerted efforts 

prospects are grim.\" 


\"Iranian Mystery and Iraqi Key\" 

Alexandre Adler in right-of-center Le Figaro (03/30): \"The 
Israeli elections are not this week\'s key event. The increase 
in tension between the White House and Prime Minister 
candidate Jaafari is either the most destabilizing or the most 
promising incident in the crisis with Tehran. The brutal and 
courageous decision taken by the U.S. President with Hakim 
who is none other than the lraqi associate of Rafsandjani 
sheds new light on the course of events. Thanks to Hakim 
government of Teheran is now renewing negotiations with the 
American Ambassador Khalilzad. This time around 

putting all its weight in favor of a quick victory of 

Rafsandjani and a reconciliation. of the principal Shiite 
moderate parties with the Sunnis who want to join them. What 
is at stake here is no more and no less than the end of the 
anti-terrorist war which began September 11 


Israeli Elections 


\"Towards a Pullout from the West Bank\" 

Pierre Rousselin in right-of-center Le Figaro (03/30): 
\"Although narrower than predicted 

him to form a government able to implement his unilateral 
withdrawal program from the West Bank. But Israel\'s political 
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landscape has changed 

only a few are still attached to the idea of Greater Israel. 
Olmert\'s frank campaign based on Israel\'s borders may have 
cost him some votes. But it has the advantage of clarity and 
makes his future tasks much easier. The Israelis know what to 
expect. Rather than look for a joint peace with the 
Palestinians 

and clear boundaries. Despite the recent victory of Hamas 
this plan can succeed . because it is not dependent on 
negotiations with Hamas or the international community. 
Olmert\'s task will not be easy 

determined as Sharon was. Meanwhile the international 
community will have to make every effort to keep this historic 
opportunity from being spoiled.\" 


VGoodbye Dream" 

Pierre Haski in left-of-center Liberation (03/30): V'Israeli 
voters are sending out two messages. The first 

expected 

illustrated by the rout of the Likud party and its ‘loser 
Netanyahu. The Israelis are slowly moving towards an 
evacuation of the West Bank. While we are very far from a 
peace agreement with the Palestinians 

what might have happened if the Likud\'s hawks had won. The 
second message is more of a surprise and concerns Israel\'s 
social demands. This is an important phenomenon for Israel 
which is taking its first step towards being a ‘normal\’ 

nation 

thieves\' but also its new poor.\" 


VA New Chapter" 

Dominique Quinio in Catholic La Croix (03/30): \"Should we 
believe in Olmert\'s first gesture towards Mahmoud Abbas? The 
end of the Likud and the good score obtained by the Labor 
party leads us to hope that a coalition government will opt 

for seeking solutions. Despite a tendency towards skepticism 
when it comes to this part of the world 

that a new page has been turned. With a dose of auto- 
persuasion 

results with satisfaction. It wants to believe in the 

IsraelisY desire for peace. Hence everyone\'s promise for help 
so as not to waste another opportunity.\" STAPLETON 
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Report 

2005) established a temporary Parliamentary committee on 
February 25 

collecting and examining information relating to allegations 

of illicit financing of the Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP) 

by the Iraqi government through the Oil-for-Food program. 

The Committee was comprised of 17 Members of Parliament and 
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led by Borislav Ralchev from the National Movement Simeon 
Second (NMSS). While the committee was initially supposed 
to exist only for a month 

months 

due to the size and complexity ofthe work. The Bulgarian 
government decided that 

Committee 

when the U.N.Vs IIC report was subsequently released. 


3. (U) During the course of its work 

extensive documentation from various official and unofficial 
institutions 

It issued its final report on May 17 

that four Bulgarian companies had participated in the Oil- 
for-Food program 

pursuing charges against them \"simply because they were 
involved in the program." To date 

has taken no legal actions against the named companies. The 
report determined that BSP was registered as a beneficiary 

of oil vouchers on the lists of the Iraqi oil company SOMO 

but found no evidence that BSP was financed by the regime of 
Saddam Hussein through the Oil-for-Food program. 


4. (SBU) At the Bulgarians request 

substantial number of source documents from the Duelfer 
report 

specific transactions of BSP related to the Oil-for-Food 
program. 


BEYRLE 
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Who's Out 


4. (U) Ministers removed: 


Foreign Minister Abdullah Abdullah 

Minister of Commerce Amin Arsala became V'Senior Minister" 
Minister of Transport Enayatullah Qasemi (US citizen 

required age for Minister) 

Minister of Women Massouda Jalal 

Minister of Mines and Heavy Industry Engineer Mohammad Sediq 
(US citizen) 

Minister of Higher Education Sayed Amir Shah Hassanyar 
Minister for Social and Labor Affairs Sayed Ekramuddin Masoumi 
Minister of Youth Affairs Amena Afzali 

Minister of Martyrs and Disabled Sidiga Balkhi was named to 

the Afghan Senate in December 
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5. (C) Ministers were removed - most voluntarily - for 

several reasons 

consolidation of Ministries 

constitutional requirements for being Minister (either with 
respect to age or having only Afghan citizenship). Foreign 
Minister Abdullah and Karzai had been moving apart for some 
time 

removal. Abdullah was offered other Cabinet positions 
(including Commerce) in place of MFA 

the most prominent Panjshiri in the Cabinet and his ouster 
may have been the source of reports that VP Massoud 
complained to Karzai that there were not enough Panjshiris in 
the Cabinet. The \"promotion\" of Minister Arsala to Senior 
Minister was a face-saving move. Arsala was widely disliked 
in Parliament and an absentee Minster of Commerce (choosing 
to remain in his former Vice Presidential suite in the Prime 
Minister 

Massouda Jalal failed to establish a domestic political base 
either within the Presidency or other sources 

removal was widely expected. 


6. (SBU) While there were reports for weeks that the number 
of Ministries would be reduced 

consolidated during this process -- the Ministry of Youth was 
absorbed into the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of 
Disabled and Martyrs added to the Ministry of Social Affairs. 
More ambitious streamlining plans were reportedly cut off 
due to the political need to maintain positions for key 

allies and ethnic balance. For the same reason 

is not expected to clamor for the consolidation of more 
Ministries. Both of the eliminated Ministries were led by 
women 


Confirmation by Parliament 


7. (SBU) Action on the Cabinet now moves to the lower house 
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of Parliament 

the approval of the Cabinet 

Minister deliver a 20-minute speech to the entire house 

answer one question from each of the 18 committees in the WJ. 
The Wolesi Jirga will vote to confirm each Minister 

individually by secret ballot. Parliament hopes to review 

two or three Ministers a day 
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previous activity 

the Cabinet review process could take several weeks to 
complete. 


8. (C) The reaction of Parliament to the new Cabinet list is 
unclear. Parliament has been out of session for a week for 
the Afghan New Year holiday 

before March 25. While most members of Parliament 

very senior members 

base decisions on the MinistersY qualifications 

ethnicity (for example 

choosing a mullah or a tribal elder 

Ministers\") 

question. Speaker Qanooni 

was displeased with the makeup of the Cabinet and unhappy 
that he had not been consulted on its composition beforehand. 
In addition 

confirmation of the Cabinet - whether they should be approved 
individually or as a group 

should be open or secret - both went against the position the 
Karzai administration lobbied hard for. Each of the 
established nominated Ministers has both friends and enemies 
in Parliament. Whether MPs will seek to make an example of 
certain Ministers to demonstrate their displeasure with the 
Karzai administration or will not seek to make too many 
changes in the interest of unity remains to be seen. 


Brief Biographies of New Ministers 


9. (U) Dr. Rangeen Dadfar Spanta - MFA 


Dr. Spanta has been Presidential Advisor on International 
Affairs since 2004. Originally from Herat 

professor at Kabul University before seeking asylum in 
Germany at the beginning of the communist era. After working 
as a professor at the University of Aachen 

in the Bonn Agreement negotiations and later returned to 
Afghanistan. Dr. Spanta speaks fluent German and modest 
English. 


10. (C) While POLOffs have found him a pleasant and competent 
interlocutor 

begun to raise questions about how effective he will be as 
Minister. With only average English 

follow in succeeding the polished and media-savvy Abdullah 

and he may find managing the Ministry itself a challenge 

since the replacement of Abdullah came as a surprise to MFA 
staff themselves. Dr. Spanta worked closely with Polcouns on 
human rights and transitional justice issues and espoused 
progressive views on those issues. 
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11. (SBU) Dr. Mohammad Haidar Reza - Minister of Commerce 


Currently Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for 
Administration 

participation in the GoA Budget Committee and his 
organization of the MFA-hosted December 2005 Regional 
Economic Cooperation Conference. A former AFS exchange 
student in Kenosha 

at Kabul University in the late 1970s. Following the Soviet 
withdrawal in 1989 

coordinator in northern Takhar province and later as the head 
of the Afghan Red Crescent Society from 1995-96. After a 
number of years in hiding following the Taliban 
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power 
physician 

Geneva 

began work with the Foreign Ministry on budget 
logistics issues. 


12. (C) Reza is considered competent 

self-effacing and is not anticipated to face significant 
parliamentary resistance to his appointment. He arrives at a 
Commerce Ministry whose portfolio has been expanded to 
include the \"Industries\" portion of the former Ministry of 
Mines and Industries. This will give him a stake in the 
politically sensitive state-owned enterprise privatization 
debate. Donors concerned at the Commerce Ministry 
manifest lack of capacity in dealing with its core 
responsibilities of trade facilitation 

and WTO accession 

Minister than Arsala and for a house cleaning of Deputy 
Ministers (Zia and Sharifi) whose free-market credentials are 
suspect and senior advisors (Hakiki) viewed as incompetent. 
It remains to be seen whether Reza has the drive and 
organizational instinct for the jugular needed to revive this 
critical line economic Ministry. 


13. (SBU) Dr. Soraya Rahim Sabrang - Minister of Women\'s 
Affairs 


Dr. Sabrang was Deputy Minister of Womenvs Affairs for 
Professional Affairs (technical deputy) under Habiba Sorabi 
(2003-2004). Dr. Sabrang is a medical doctor who graduated 
from Kabul Medical University. She lived many years as a 
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refugee in Germany 

leaving MOWA 

Human Rights Commission. Dr. Sabrang is viewed favorably by 
the international community 

committed women\'s activist. 


14. (SBU) Gul Hussein Ahmad - Minister of Transport 


Mr. Ahmad is currently the Afghan Consul General in Mumbai 
where he was well and favorably known to Polcouns (then the 
US CG in Mumbai). Originally from Mazar-e Sharif 

was a teacher 

He speaks comfortable English. 


15. (SBU) Ehsan Zia - Minister of Rural Development 


Mr. Zia 

Programs at MRRD for the past few years. Prior to MRRD 
worked for the Norwegian Committee in Peshawar 

has Master\'s Degree in Post-War Reconstruction from York 
University in the UK. He is generally well-regarded and is 
perceived as having been groomed for this position by 
outgoing Minister Atmar. 


16. (SBU) Engineer Ibrahim Adel - Minister of Mines 


Engineer Adel 

Mines. He is a long-term professional employee of the 

Ministry 

the Kabul region. He was educated under the Soviet system 
but was imprisoned by the Communists. Embassy Natural 
Resources Advisor has known Adel since he was a student and 
describes him as competent 

managing the Ministry effectively. 


17. (SBU) Ustad Akbar Akbar - Minister of Refugees 

Ustad Akbar 

to Karzai for this position by Sayyaf. Post has received 
contradictory information about his employment and education 


but Akbar was a refugee in Pakistan and his family still 
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Revolution 

Clearly corruption is a serious impediment for American 
businesses and businesspeople due to the Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act. Most of the local and many of the 
non-American foreign businesspeople 

as just another cost of doing business in Kyrgyzstan. END 
SUMMARY. 


CORRUPTION TAKES A (SHORT) VACATION... 


2. (C) Immediately following the March 

Revolution 

during televised speeches against corruption and promised 
that government corruption would no longer be tolerated. 
These statements actually may have had a positive (if 
temporary) effect. Local and foreign businesspeople noted 
that 

behavior by Kyrgyz government officials appeared to subside. 


3. (C) Traffic police who routinely extorted money from 
businessmen driving expensive foreign automobiles began 
pulling over only those who actually broke the traffic rules 

and then provided receipts for the fines. Importers reported 
that customs officials had stopped requesting bribes and 
goods were clearing customs in hours 

Stephen Ansel 

Regency 

decrease in the time and fees needed to clear their shipments 
through customs. 


... BUT COMES BACK WORSE THAN EVER 


4. (C) Unfortunately 

rebounded 

(noted in reftel) proved hollow. Initially 

anti-corruption efforts appeared to focus on taking revenge 
against those businesses believed (in some cases 

erroneously) to be associated with the Akayev family. Umar 
Shavurov 

Business Council (IBC) provided Pol/Econ Chief the results of 

a survey the IBC conducted in February 2006 of its members on 
government corruption. The survey results indicated that 17 
percent of IBC member-respondents noted less corruption since 
the revolution 

reported slightly more corruption 

more corruption. Shavurov commented that some of the IBC 
members have complained about an increase in visits by tax 
and other government inspectors. 
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CORRUPTION PRESENT AT ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT 


5. (C) Although corruption is present at all levels of 
government 

corruption most when dealing with low-level bureaucrats. 
Shavurov told Pol/Econ Chief that IBC members most often 
experienced corruption when dealing with government officials 
who handle taxes 

licensing. Ermek Niyazov 

in Bishkek 

cause him the largest amount of grief. He said that since 
those officials have the legal right to inspect every single 
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fiscal transaction or every imported item 
out the customs clearance or tax inspection process 
indefinitely until they are offered a bribe. 


6. (C) Bermet Karabekova 

of USAID contractor Pragma 

tax and customs regulations are very complicated 

officials use the complexity to confuse or intimidate 
businesspeople. She also noted that the registration of a 

new business takes several months and often requires dozens 
of official certificates and licenses. She has heard of 
instances when corrupt officials will propose to streamline 

the process for a \"fee.\" Many businesspeople will pay this 
bribe to save time. 


LOW WAGES 


7. (C) A principal cause of mid and low-level government 
corruption appears to be that salaries are too low to 

support a government employee's family without 
\"enhancements.\" Omurbek Abdrakhmanov 

Bishkek Business Council 

official corruption. But he did not place blame on corrupt 
low-level official 

his family. Abdrakhmanov blamed a bloated bureaucracy 
has not substantially changed since Soviet times 

wages for creating a system that stifles business. Computer 
Company Director Niyazov echoed the view that bureaucratic 
positions need to be eliminated 

the salaries of many customs officials even to $1 

month would have no effect since their illegal income is 
sometimes $10 
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fight corruption is for the Kyrgyz government to demonstrate 
real political will to severely punish corrupt officials. 


VINSTABILITY IS WORSE THAN CORRUPTIONY" 


8. (C) Some local and non-American foreign businesspeople 
expressed dismay over the prevalence of government 
corruption 

to be paid. Shavurov noted that most IBC members felt that 
political instability 

inability to protect a business\' assets are greater risks to 
doing business than corruption. Abdrakhmanov also said that 
local businesspeople feared instability more than corruption 
and in the end would pay a bribe if it would save them money 
or time. This attitude puts American investors ata 
disadvantage because they are subject to the U.S. Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act 

investors such as the Hyatt have enough political and 
financial clout to rebuff corrupt officials 

investors find it more difficult. 


9. (U) The American Chamber of Commerce in Kyrgyzstan 
created in January 2005 

members to more than 45 in the last year. This steep growth 

is in part due to the fact that it has become more active in 
publicly speaking out against improper behavior of government 
Officials. Its recently-developed website has an area where 
members can report government corruption. The Chamber has 
been directly involved in issuing open letters and organizing 
media events that have spoken out against issues ranging from 
harassment of American corporate officials to artificial 

delays of imports by customs officials. 


10. (U) The European Union-funded International Business 
Council (IBC) of Kyrgyzstan is older 

much more conservative approach 

papers and organize working groups on various issues 

than directly criticize the government. Interestingly 

Eduard Rausch 

Council 

been impressed with AmCham\'s effective advocacy on behalf of 
U.S.-owned tobacco fermenter Dymon Tobacco 

experiencing problems with the tax authorities. David 
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Larson 
that other IBC members had joined Amcham for similar reasons. 
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COURAGE TO SPEAK OUT 


11. (C) Although many local and foreign business leaders are 
uncomfortable speaking publicly against corruption 

a greater willingness to protest via a business council. 

Yusuf Ugur 

largest supermarket) noted diplomatically that he has never 
had problems with present or past Kyrgyz leadership. (NOTE: 
his supermarket was completely gutted and partially burned 
during the looting of March 24 

dollars in damage. END NOTE.) However 

corruption and the present perception of political 

instability was a problem that did not encourage investment. 


12. (C) COMMENT: Many local and foreign investors believe 
that corruption is a permanent part of the Kyrgyz investment 
landscape and are reluctant to stand up alone against corrupt 
officials. Business councils such as AmCham 

Bishkek Business Council can provide cover and defense for 
businesses struggling with corruption. Initiatives such as 

the Millennium Challenge Threshold program 

the government to make serious efforts to combat government 
corruption 

will to address structural problems that foster corruption 
within its government. END COMMENT. 
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Energy Agency" (AEA) 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs\' Sustainable Development 
Unit. The GoA promotes energy efficiency and renewable 
energy sources 

concluded several energy partnerships with various East 
European countries and with partner countries in the 
developing world. End Summary. 


ENERGY PARTNERSHIPS IN EASTERN EUROPE 


2. Internationally 

\"Energy Partnerships 

beyond. The AEA carries out most of its projects under this 
umbrella with funding from various Austrian government 
entities. Focus states are non-EU countries 

Ukraine 

Balkan countries and Moldova. According to Woergetter 
bilateral energy partnerships with Southeast European 
countries are emerging. 
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3. 2004-2005 best practice projects in Ukraine included 
developing equipment to extract gas from coal; utilizing 
biofuels; investments in the district heating market; and 
capacity building for Ukrainian energy experts. In 
Bulgaria 

Efficiency Fund 

solar energy projects. Similarly 

on bio-energy and power-heat coupling. There remain some 
ongoing projects in the Czech Republic 

and Hungary 

renovation 

praised the excellent cooperation with USAID on training 
energy experts from Bulgaria 

Albania. 


EMERGING MARKETS AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 


4. Our Austrian interlocutors told us that the future focus 
for energy projects would be increasingly in the developing 
world and emerging markets. Austria hosts the secretariat 
ofthe Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership 
and sponsored several events for the Global Forum on 
Sustainable Energy in 2003-2005. Austria has created 
bilateral partnerships and renewable energy projects with 
Ethiopia 

cooperates with the Economic Community of West African 
States on energy. Our contacts cited a wood efficiency 
project in Bhutan (construction of smokeless stoves) as a 
best practice example. 


AUSTRIA - SOME 80 PROJECTS ALTOGETHER 


5. The AEA naturally carries out a vast number of energy 
projects in Austria. The main focus in all areas is on 
increasing energy efficiency and making energy technologies 
competitive in the public-private energy market. This 
comprises contracting 

greenhouse gas emissions trading 

Protocol flexible mechanisms -- \"joint implementation and 
the \"clean development mechanism." 


6. The overall goal of Austrias domestic energy programs 
is to contribute to a reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. 
Austria has targeted initiatives in the transportation 

sector 

Initiatives include mobility management 

gasoline consumption reductions in autos 
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natural gas in the public transport sector 

biomass production 

rail. Other focus points include building insulation 

efficient appliances (including support for \"Energy Star" 
projects in Austria) 

sources to the energy mix that is provided to businesses and 
households. Every year AEA manages approximately 80 such 
energy projects. 


THE AEA: A POSSIBLE ALLY FOR ENERGY PARTNERSHIPS 


7. The AEA is a government-funded energy research and 
policy institution 

and state authorities 

institutions and private companies from a variety of 
sectors. The AEA facilitates public-private-partnerships 
and can also be an ally in creating energy partnerships in 
developing countries. Post recommends collaborating with 
the AEA to the extent that it is relevant to U.S.-sponsored 
energy partnerships. AEA contact information: Herbert 
Lechner 

5861524-21 

herbert.lechner@energyagency.at. 
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5. (SBU) During the very brief question-and-answer period 
Uzbek Ambassador asked if de Gucht planned during his 
chairmanship to do anything to respond to the CIS recommendation 
from at least two years ago that OSCE decrease its \"obsession 
with human rights\" and do a better job of balancing the three 
dimensions. De Gucht replied firmly that he is willing to be 
flexible 

that each country has its own reality 

OSCE\'s clear principles that must be observed 

independence of its component elements like ODHIR. He added 
\"Yes 

change 

means greater attention to the other two dimensions 

attention to democracy and human rights. OSCE will never 
compromise its support for human rights.\" 


NGO LAW - NOT UNTIL NEXT YEAR 
6. (SBU) De Gucht said one of his strongest talking points with 


both Foreign Minister Nazarov and President Rahmonov had been 
about the proposed new NGO law. He said he cannot understand 
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why this has become an issue in Tajikistan and several other CIS 
countries. It\'s a highly retrograde movement that violates CIS 
countriesY OSCE commitments. Restricting or interfering with 

the work of NGOs is \"unacceptable.\" De Gucht said President 
Rahmonov assured him Parliament will not consider a new NGO law 
until after the November presidential election. 


RELIGION LAW - UNDER INTERNATIONAL REVIEW 


7. (SBU) Responding to a question by the Ambassador 

said he also raised the current draft of the new religion law. 

OSCE Head of Mission Couanon added OSCE Dushanbe is meeting with 
all confessional groups in Tajikistan and has already sent the 

draft law to OSCE experts for review and comment. Swiss 

Cooperation Office Head Zuest noted a parliamentary committee in 
Berne is reviewing the law and plans to send its commentary 

directly to President Rahmonov. 


BBC WILL BE REGISTERED 
8. (SBU) Another point de Gucht said he raised was 
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re-registration of BBC to resume FM broadcasts in Dushanbe. 
President Rahmonov assured him as soon as the Ministry of 
Communications receives BBC\'s re-registration documents 
be back on the air \"the next day.\" De Gucht said Foreign 
Minister Nazarov had harrumphed that he himself could fill out 
the forms overnight and cannot understand whatVs taking BBC so 
long. UK Charge d'affaires Belof 

explained that BBC had taken some time to decide whether it 
should give in to the demand to re-register 

call a full meeting of the BBC board of directors to discuss the 
matter 

end of April. 


PRISONS NEED HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 


9. (SBU) De Gucht briefed he also raised prison conditions. 

The Ambassador noted the Unites States is considering whether 
some of his medical assistance can be used for prisons 

added international assistance could perhaps begin to pry open 
the door of the Tajik prison system for the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. Swedish Charge d\'affairs Lagus 
noted the Swedish International Development Agency is 
considering humanitarian assistance for Tajik prisons. De Gucht 
suggested OSCE Dushanbe could become the coordination point for 
prison assistance. 

HOAGLAND 
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government would stand by all agreements. He told us that 

the RGOB\'s latest letter to Foreign Minister Pandey 

reaffirmed that Bhutan would abide by the agreed-upon 
repatriation process and asked that a two member team from 
Bhutan be allowed to visit the Khudunabari Camp for that 
purpose. Tshering suggested that Nepal was not truly in 

favor of finding a solution to the problem 

Kathmandu\'s refusal to allow UNHCR to conduct re-registration 
at the camps and its unwillingness to provide exit permits 

for vulnerable refugees. Tshering\'s message is a reiteration 

of Bhutan\'s tried and true response to the refugee problem 

but the meeting between FMs Wangchuk and Pandey in Thimphu 
could yield detailed Bhutanese terms and conditions for 

return. If so 


Proposed Meeting of Foreign Ministers in Thimphu 


2. (C) Tshering told us that during the latest phone call 
between FMs Wangchuk and Pandey 

counterpart to Thimphu to expedite a resolution of the 
refugee issue. Tshering reported that Wangchuk reaffirmed 
Bhutan\'s commitment to the agreements already made 

its willingness to continue the bilateral process 

expressed its readiness to repatriate Category 1 and 4 
refugees. The letter from FM Wangchuk outlined these points 
as well as requesting that a two-person team from Bhutan be 
allowed to visit Khudunabari to discuss repatriation with 
camp residents 

a paper containing the details of the letter 

indicated he would provide. End Note.) Tshering indicated 
that Bhutan was willing to set a date by which the Category 1 
and 4 refugees would be able to return to Bhutan. He noted 
that the RGOB would then be open to finding solutions for 
category 2 refugees. 


Pointing a Finger at Nepal 


3. (C) Tshering stated that \"Pandey\'s response was not very 
positive 

\"disinterested\" in resolving the problem. He highlighted 
Nepal\'s unwillingness to allow UNHCR to conduct 
re-registration of the camps and its refusal to give exit 

permits to vulnerable refugees as examples of KathmanduVs 
intransigence. \"The letter we received from Pandey contained 
a different message than what was discussed in Dhaka 
Tshering also claimed. He concluded that the RGOB has not 
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SIPDIS 

received a response to FM Wangchuk\'s letter or invitation to 
meet on the subject in Thimphu. 


Comment: The Back and Forth Continues 


4. (C) Tshering\'s message reiterating Bhutanese commitment 
to the repatriation process reflected a welcome reversal of 
his stance. RGOB policy is designed to minimize the number 
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of refugees they must eventually take back and it is clear 

Bhutan is in no great hurry to start repatriations. However 

with the USG having little leverage to press the RGOB into 

action 

process 

resolve the problem and encouraging the meeting between 
Foreign Ministers in Thimphu. Some good may yet come of such 
a meeting. 


5. (U) Visit New Delhi\'s Classified Website: 
http://www state.sgov.gov/p/sa/newdelhi/ 
MULFORD 
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media reported on growing calls on Binyamin Netanyahu 
and Yossi Beilin to resign the leadership of their 
respective parties (Likud and Meretz) in the wake of 

the poor results their parties achieved in the 

elections. 


HaVaretz reported that many US Jews were please by the 
Israeli election\'s results. 


Israel Radio and Ynet reported that the UN Security 
Council unanimously decided to give Iran 30 days to 
suspend its nuclear enrichment activity. The radio 

said that Russia and China toned down the language of 
the resolution. Israel Radio also reported that 
President Bush reiterated his concern about Iran\'s 
nuclear program. 


All media (emphasis in HaVaretz) quoted Palestinian PM 
Ismail Haniyeh as saying on Wednesday after the 
swearing-in ceremony for his cabinet in Gaza that the 
Hamas government is prepared to give negotiations 
between PA Chairman [President] Mahmoud Abbas and 
Israel a chance. HaVaretz quoted Haniyeh as saying: 
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\"If what Abu Mazen presents to the people as a result 

of negotiations serves its interest 

redefine our position.\" Leading media reported that in 
Khartoum on Wednesday 

leadership \"to work to stop the wars and threats and to 
choose the option of peace.\" Abbas was further quoted 
as saying: \"We are prepared to resume immediate 
negotiations with Israel but the new government must 
abandon the intention to impose solutions in a 

unilateral manner.\" HaVaretz reported that sources in 
the Israeli defense establishment told the newspaper 

last night that the question of relations with the PA 

will be discussed today at Defense Minister Shaul 
Mofaz\'s weekly situation assessment with senior IDF and 
Shin Bet officials. HaVaretz quoted the sources as 

saying that officers have not been given any new 
directives regarding coordinating security with their 
colleagues in the PA. The sources were quoted as saying 
that the officers understand that they cannot liaise 

with officials or security people affiliated with 

Hamas 

now. HaVaretz quoted State Department Spokesman Sean 
McCormack as saying on Wednesday that US diplomats were 
instructed to clarify beforehand whether Palestinian 
officials were affiliated with Hamas 

forbids any exchange with members of a terrorist 
organization. Yediot reported on the US decision 

without citing McCormack. 


HaVaretz cited the belief expressed by senior GOI 
sources in Jerusalem Wednesday that Assistant Secretary 
of State for Near Eastern Affairs David Welch and 
Deputy US National Security Advisor Elliott Abrams will 
today demand 

political and military leadership 

passages for goods into the Gaza Strip remain open. 
The Jerusalem Post and Israel Radio reported that soon 
after Hamas formally took power on Wednesday 
announced it was suspending aid to the PA. The radio 
reported that Canada would continue humanitarian aid 
through UN agencies. 


All media reported that on Wednesday 

suicide bomber was apprehended at an IDF checkpoint in 
the Jordan Valley. He was allegedly on his way to 

carry out an attack in central Israel. 


The Jerusalem Post reported that the US did not comment 
on the election of Rafi Eitan 

Pensioners\' Party 

an \"unindicted co-conspirator\" in the Jonathan Pollard 
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spy case and might be taken in for questioning if he 
enters the US. 


Maariv reported that an interview with the Israeli 
Ambassador to the US on Instapundit 
\"blog\" in the US 


All media reported that Daylight Saving Time begins at 
2:00 a.m. on Friday 

to 3:00 a.m. Until the US begins Daylight Saving Time 
at 2:00 a.m. 

of the Eastern US rather than the current seven. 


Independent 

statements voiced [in Israel] in the past 24 hours 
according to which withdrawing from the West Bank is 
not an urgent matter and may not occur during the 
governments first year 


Diplomatic correspondent Aluf Benn wrote in HaVaretz: 
VIf Olmert wants American recognition 

the separation fence will only be the opening 
position. V 


The conservative 

editorialized: \"Further withdrawals would be 
irresponsible without first reaching an effective 
agreement with the international community providing 
tangible diplomatic benefits for Israel.\" 


Liberal op-ed writer Ofer Shelach commented in mass- 
circulation 

have to exhaust every avenue of talks with a 
Palestinian partner. V 


Contributor Yakov Shaus wrote in conservative Russian- 
language daily Vesty: WUnder the current political 
situation it doesn\'t look as though a durable 
government capable of surviving through the next 
elections is being created. V 


Block Quotes: 
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|. \"Kadima\'s Historic Role\" 


Independent 

30): On election eve 

into his government only partners that would declare 
support for a unilateral disengagement from the West 
Bank. That must be the basic condition for forming the 
government 

any government led by Kadima -- a party with one clear 
mission 

entrusted the historic task of leaving the West Bank. 
The statements voiced in the past 24 hours 

to which withdrawing from the West Bank is not an 
urgent matter and may not occur during the government\'s 
first year 

not carried out soon 


Il. \"Olmert\'s Troubles Ahead\" 


Diplomatic correspondent Aluf Benn wrote in HaVaretz 
(March 30): \"All of Olmert\'s predecessors since the 
outbreak of the first Intifada have ended their terms 

to the left of the positions on which they were 
elected.... It\'s hard to believe that Olmert will 

manage to break this tradition 

so -- certainly not after the election results 
strengthened the left wing of his future coalition. 

The conclusion is that if Olmert wants American 
recognition 

only be the opening position. That means that even the 
sacred settlement blocs 

consensus 

[was] accepted by the Palestinian partners to the 
Geneva initiative 

argue that it will form the basis of a viable 

Palestinian state in the future. These decisions 
remain in the distance. First 

establish a coalition and waste a few months ostensibly 
\'searching for a partner\' on the Palestinian side 
before turning to implementation of a unilateral 
withdrawal in the West Bank. But his policy is leading 
him to the point where he will have to retract his pre- 
elections statement that /Ariel is Israel And then 
people will be able to argue that Olmert 

fulfilling his promises.\" 


III. \"Olmert\'s Obligations\" 


The conservative 
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editorialized (March 30): \"Olmert bravely jettisoned 
much of the ambiguity he had inherited from Sharon as 
to his future path. Rather than continuing to claim 

as Sharon had done 

withdrawals 

Vpermanent borders\' by \'converging\' tens of thousands 
of Judea and Samaria [i.e. West Bank] settlers behind a 
completed security fence.... Now that the election is 
behind us 

conflict between conciliatory statements and potential 
heavy-handed action by reiterating his promise to 
consult 

and serious way. The public much preferred the balance 
struck between sensitivity 

employed during the evacuation of the Gaza settlements 
to that displayed at Amona. Nor is sensitivity enough. 
Kadima has pledged not only that it would preserve as 
wide an internal consensus as possible 

international support for its plan would be sought as 
well. The latter is not a luxury but a necessity; 

though called Vunilateral 

be irresponsible without first reaching an effective 
agreement with the international community providing 
tangible diplomatic benefits for Israel.... The 

internal and external aspects are directly related: the 
more the government is able to deliver significant 
international benefits 

support it will receive here at home." 


IV. \"Stalled Unilateralism\" 


Liberal op-ed writer Ofer Shelach commented in mass- 
circulation 

\"Olmert\'s election promise of a year to a year and a 
half of attempts to engage in negotiations is turning 

into a buoy for him and his future government. He\'ll 
have to exhaust every avenue of talks with a 
Palestinian partner: Even with an Abu-Mazen with 
plucked feathers and -- saying it aloud or not -- with 

the Hamas government. With all the boasting about 
drying up the Palestinian Authority and [applying] 
international pressure in order to topple it 

Haniyeh\'s status looks no less stable this morning than 
Ehud OlmertVs. This is a blow to the futile dream 
according to which Israel can determine its borders and 
its future by itself 

not exist. This is also a blow to the flight from 

reality that made most Israelis ignore the ... 

withdrawal from Gaza and its consequences. V 


V. VThe Diminishing 
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Contributor Yakov Shaus wrote in conservative Russian- 
language Vesty (March 30):\"Following the Oslo 
agreements 

left [in Israel] started disappearing.... Will Prime 

Minister Olmert be able to create a national consensus? 
If the Labor Party and Meretz-Yahad join the coalition 
[Israel] will quickly lean to the left ... start talks 

with Hamas thus 

which terrorists would be getting more than 

[originally] expected and [the number of] terror 

attacks increase. [Then] 

government] supported by ultra-Orthodox would press for 
early elections. Olmert might try to avoid leaning on 

the left wing 

supporting the unilateral disengagement policy would be 
a condition for joining the coalition.... Even in case 
Lieberman as a pragmatic politician [joins the 

coalition] ... he won\'t abandon his intention to become 
the national camp\'s leader 

time] ... with the support of the right wing and ultra- 
Orthodox parties would bring down the government.. 
Nobody in Kadima could ... compete with Sharon 
Olmert is not seen as a national leader: everybody 
understands that he got the party as a gift for his 

loyalty to Sharon.... Under the current political 

situation it doesn\'t look as though a durable 
government capable of surviving through the next 
elections is being created." 
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When asked what he sees as the primary challenges 
to securing Iraq 

police forces and the judicial system. 

END SUMMARY. 


2. (SBU) On March 21 

(R-VA) 

(R-AL) 

Thomas (R-WY) 

called on Commander of the Iraqi Joint Forces 
LTG Nasir Abadi. Sen. Warner began by 
noting that most U.S. news coverage on 

Iraq is negative and increasing numbers of 
Americans want our forces to withdraw 
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from Iraq sooner rather than later. Abadi 
responded by focusing on what he believes 
are the positive developments. He outlined 
the progress being made by the Iraqi Armed 
Forces in terms of training 

operations 

space. He stressed that most of Iraq is 
secure 

provinces are considered safe. Abadi said 
the Ministry of Defense (MoD) stands ready 
for the USG to draw down a substantial number 
of troops by the end of the year. 


3. (SBU) Sen. Warner asked Abadi what 

he thought of U.S. CENTCOM Commanding 
General Abizaid 

ethno-sectarian violence is a source of 
greater concern than the insurgency in Iraq. 
Abadi responded that the media is exaggerating 
the situation. The real problems faced 

by Iraqis are not sectarian 

elements who are trying to foment civil war. 
They are the ones responsible for such acts 
of terror as the Samarra mosque bombing that 
led to reprisal attacks against Sunni 

Arabs and their religious sites. He further 
surmised that a civil war is not likely in 

Iraq as all the major Iraqi tribes consist 

of both Sunni and Shia. Abadi described how 
Sunni and Shia live together as neighbors in 
many parts of Iraq. Many lraqi families have 
intermarried 

under the same roofs. He 

from a mixed village in the south. 


4. (SBU) When asked if the violence in 
Baghdad is out of control as reported in the 
media 

raged in parts of the city immediately 

after the bombing of the Samarra mosque 
but now things are returning to normal. 

He said crime statistics kept by Ministry 

of Interior (Mol) bear this out. Abadi 
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went on to stress that the Iraqi Army is 

in complete control of Baghdad 

Sadr City 

periphery of Baghdad and 112 within Baghdad. 
When askedif the army works well 

with the police 

and coordination are improving. 


5. (SBU) Sen. Levin asked Abadi about the 
threat posed by militias. Abadi replied 

militias are a concern 

al-Sadr\'s Jaysh al-Mahdi (JAM). However 
he was confident that the ISF and Coalition 
Forces (CF) are strong enough to handle any 
problems that might arise from the militias. 
He further believes that as the economy picks 
up and people gain confidence in the ISF 
militias will go away. 


6. (SBU) When asked what were the major 
challenges to creating a secure Iraq 

Abadi pointed to the police service 

and the judicial system. He stated 

the police are under trained 

and need much more Coalition supervision. 
He is hopeful that in this year 

the Police as announced by Commanding General 
Casey 

and mentorship will be provided to bring 
the police up to standard. Abadi sees 

the judicial system as \"broken.\" He went 
on to describe Iraqi judges as corrupt 
incompetent 

He opined that the judicial system is slow 

in investigating and prosecuting MoD cases 
and that in general 

(Μου) officials are 

uncooperative partners in security. 
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7. (C) Abadi\'s comments about the state 

of Baghdad security 

and militias were overly optimistic. He 
somewhat misled the CODEL when he stated 
the lraqi Army is in charge of Baghdad 

as this simply is not the case. Responsibility 
for patrolling different sectors 

of Baghdad is shared among MoD 

MNF-I forces. And security in Sadr City 
remains problematic with the presence of JAM. 


8. (SBU) Several of the senators were 
disappointed that MinDef Dulime did not 

host the meeting 

to find the Ministry building practically 

empty of staff during the middle of the work 
week. When Sen. Warner asked why the place 
was like a \"mausoleum\" 

it was a holiday for both Shia and Kurds. 
Warner did not seem to accept this as 
rationale 

the middle of a war and those at the heart of 
its defense establishment should not be taking 
days off. 


9. (SBU) CODEL Warner did not have the 
opportunity to clear this cable before departing 
Iraq. 


KHALILZAD 
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class.\" Every other qada saw a majority of its households in 
the V'lower class\" if not in poverty. Haber\'s study did not 
find a link between education level and poverty by qada 

did register a correlation between poverty rates and average 
family size. End summary. 


POVERTY WORST IN NORTH 


2. On March 22 

Director of Statistics Lebanon 

firm. Statistics Lebanon conducts annual house-to-house 
surveys throughout Lebanon. Haber divided the survey\'s 
households into \"upper class 

and \"lower lower class\" based on a complex formula comparing 
a household\'s income to its family size and expenses. The 

raw data is represented in para 8. below. Based on this 

data 
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poverty 

Lebanon. The average gada had 20 percent of households in 
poverty. Haber\'s survey data showed that the far north of 
Lebanon had the most households in poverty by a wide margin 
over other parts of Lebanon. Qada Akkar had 58 percent of 
households in poverty 

poverty 

poverty. Three other northern qadas 

Koura 

with 22 

above the average for all qadas. 


BIQA AND SOUTH NOT SO POOR? 


3. Surprisingly 

Lebanon had far lower poverty rates than the north 

to Haber''s data. Qadas Sidon and Tyre on the coast each had 
about 10 percent poverty 

had higher poverty rates with 14 percent in Nabatiyeh and 21 
percent in Hasbaya. Nonetheless 

a lower poverty rate than the best northern qada. In the 
Biqa Valley 

were: 15 percent in Baalbeck 

percent in Zahle 

percent in Hermel. It is worth noting 

in the Biqa Valley and in the south had a high percentage of 
their households in the \"lower class V" just above the poverty 
level defined by Haber. 


MOUNT LEBANON AND 
THE BEIRUT ANOMALY 


4. Walid Jumblatt\'s Chouf boasted a nine percent poverty 
rate 

enjoyed poverty rates below the national average: 18 percent 
in Baabda (which includes the southern suburbs of Beirut) 
percent in Metn 

and 11 percent in Aley. Qada Batroun had the lowest poverty 
rate with just seven percent. However 

Valley and in the south 

households in the lower class just above the poverty line. 
The data from mostly Christian and Druze Mount Lebanon 
appeared to suggest that the income gap between Christians 
and Muslims may not be as wide as commonly perceived. 


5. Qada Beirut was unique in that it had a low poverty rate 
(10 percent) 

(2.3 percent) and the highest percentage of V'middle class V" 
households. According to Haber\'s study 
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households were in the middle class. The next closest qada 
was Batroun with 30 percent of households considered middle 
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class. Every other gada had a majority of households in the 
\"lower class 

which had a poverty rate of only 11 percent 

of its households in the lower class 

the middle class. 


EDUCATION NOT RELATED TO POVERTY 


6. Haber\'s survey also tracked educational attainment 
status. There was no apparent correlation between the 
percentage of residents in each qada with university or 
higher degrees and the poverty rate in the qada. The average 
for all of Lebanon was 23 percent of people had earned 
university degrees or higher. One of the poorest qadas 
Akkar 

El-Minieh-Dinnieh 

had a university degree or higher. West Biga had the highest 
university graduate rate with 34 percent. Beirut\'s 

university graduate rate was only 26 percent despite being 
the richest qada. The lowest university graduate rates were 
in Bcharre (13 percent) 

percent). Bcharre had the second highest poverty rate 
Batroun and Chouf had the lowest poverty rates 

suggesting no obvious link to education and poverty in 
Lebanon\'s qadas (Note: It is common practice for university 
graduates to refuse any work beneath their education 

may explain how poverty could exist in qadas with a high rate 
of education. In rural areas 

job opportunities available at a level consistent with a 
university degree. End note.) 


FAMILY SIZE RELATED TO POVERTY 


7. The qadas with the highest poverty rates also tended to 
have the largest percentage of households with five or more 
family members. Akkar 

rate 

households had 10 or more family members. ΕΙ Minieh-Dinnieh 
Tripoli 

of households 

estimated to have majority Sunni or Shia populations tended 

to have larger families. Families in the mostly Druze Chouf 
were only marginally bigger than in Christian-dominated Mount 
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Lebanon. 


CLASS DESIGNATIONS BY QADA 


8. Haber\'s raw data is presented below. The numbers may not 
total 100 percent due to rounding. 


In northern Lebanon: 


--Akkar: Upper class: 0.33 percent; Middle class: 12 percent; 
Lower class: 29 percent; Lower lower class: 58 percent; 
unknown: 1 percent. 


--Tripoli: Upper class: 0.39 percent; Middle class: 21 
percent; Lower class: 51 percent; Lower lower class: 22 
percent; unknown: 6 percent. 


--Zghorta: Upper class: 0.28 percent; Middle class: 22 
percent; Lower class: 44 percent; Lower lower class: 25 
percent; unknown: 8 percent. 


--El Minieh-Dinnieh: Upper class: 0.10 percent; Middle class: 
15 percent; Lower class: 28 percent; Lower lower class: 52 
percent; unknown: 5 percent. 


--Bcharre: Upper class: 2.17 percent; Middle class: 15 
percent; Lower class: 18 percent; Lower lower class: 53 
percent; unknown: 11 percent. 


--Koura: Upper class: 1 percent; Middle class: 28 percent; 
Lower class: 41 percent; Lower lower class: 23 percent; 
unknown: 7 percent. 

In the Biga Valley: 

--Baalbeck: Upper class: 0.13 percent; Middle class: 14 
percent; Lower class: 65 percent; Lower lower class: 15 


percent; unknown: 6 percent. 


--Hermal: Upper class: 0.06 percent; Middle class: 10 
percent; Lower class: 62 percent; Lower lower class: 20 
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percent; unknown: 8 percent. 


--Rachaya: Upper class: 0.66 percent; Middle class: 11 
percent; Lower class: 65 percent; Lower lower class: 13 
percent; unknown: 11 percent. 


Column 3 


--West Biga: Upper class: 0.19 percent; Middle class: 15 
percent; Lower class: 60 percent; Lower lower class: 18 
percent; unknown: 7 percent. 


--Zahle: Upper class: 0.26 percent; Middle class: 18 
percent; Lower class: 63 percent; Lower lower class: 14 
percent; unknown: 5 percent. 


In southern Lebanon: 


--Nabatiyeh: Upper class: 0.10 percent; Middle class: 16 
percent; Lower class: 63 percent; Lower lower class: 14 
percent; unknown: 7 percent. 


--Hasbaya: Upper class: 0.79 percent; Middle class: 6 
percent; Lower class: 60 percent; Lower lower class: 21 
percent; unknown: 11 percent. 


--Sidon: Upper class: 0.26 percent; Middle class: 20 percent; 
Lower class: 63 percent; Lower lower class: 10 percent; 
unknown: 7 percent. 


--Tyre: Upper class: 0.11 percent; Middle class: 10 percent; 
Lower class: 75 percent; Lower lower class: 11 percent; 
unknown: 4 percent. 


In Mount Lebanon: 


Aley: Upper class: 0.33 percent; Middle class: 25 percent; 
Lower class: 60 percent; Lower lower class: 11 percent; 
unknown: 5 percent. 


Baabda: Upper class: 0.80 percent; Middle class: 27 percent; 
Lower class: 50 percent; Lower lower class: 18 percent; 
unknown: 4 percent. 


Chouf: Upper class: 0.19 percent; Middle class: 21 percent; 
Lower class: 65 percent; Lower lower class: 9 percent; 
unknown: 5 percent. 


Batroun: Upper class: 0.07 percent; Middle class: 30 percent; 
Lower class: 55 percent; Lower lower class: 7 percent; 
unknown: 7 percent. 


Metn: Upper class: 0.84 percent; Middle class: 25 percent; 
Lower class: 55 percent; Lower lower class: 14 percent; 
unknown: 5 percent. 


Jbeil: Upper class: 0.19 percent; Middle class: 27 percent; 
Lower class: 54 percent; Lower lower class: 12 percent; 
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unknown: 6 percent. 


Kesrouan: Upper class: 0.43 percent; Middle class: 28 
percent; Lower class: 55 percent; Lower lower class: 13 
percent; unknown: 4 percent. 


In Beirut: 


--Beirut: Upper class: 2.38 percent; Middle class: 66 
percent; Lower class: 17 percent; Lower lower class: 10 
percent; unknown: 4 percent. 

FELTMAN 
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States downgrading the importance of multilateralism. Yang 
complained that the US-India agreement allows the United 
States to act as the arbiter of which countries are deemed 
responsible. 


Impact on NPT and the NSG 


3. (C) The CICIR academics worry the U.S.-India deal will 
negatively impact and erode the authority of the 
Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) and the Nuclear Suppliers Group 
(NSG). Yang asked the point the NPT if a country can decide 
on its own whether to sell nuclear technologies to a non-NPT 
member. (Comment: Overlooking the history of PRC cooperation 
with Pakistan. End Comment.) Beijing is concerned that a 
new international code of conduct will develop as a result of 

the U.S.-India deal. In response to McCormick\'s comment that 
the IAEA Director General had endorsed the agreement as 
beneficial to strengthen nuclear safeguards 

Director for the Institute of Strategic Studies Ouyang Liping 
claimed that the United States \"overly influences\" ElBaradei. 
Yang noted that as relatively new member of the NSG 
organization that China has long tried to become a party to 
Beijing now has questions for the NSG on its decision-making 
mechanisms. China most likely will observe how the NSG 
handles the U.S-India deal rather than presenting its 

opinions on the issue. However 

the NSG faces the same dilemma as the NPT. If one country is 
willing to make unilateral decisions 

point 

as just the tip of the iceberg and worries that the United 

States in the future will make concessions to India on 

missile programs as well. 


Impact on Regional Stability 
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4. (Ο) The U.S.-India agreement has the potential to 
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undermine regional stability and has serious implications for 
South Asian relations 

also create competition in nuclear cooperation between the 
United States 

will want to sell nuclear technologies to India. Dr. Li Wei 
Director of the CICIR Center for Counterterrorism Studies 
also pointed out that the competition to sell nuclear 
technologies could lead to the proliferation of WMD to 
terrorists as companies rush to gain footholds in new 
markets. The deal also undermines international efforts to 
prevent and eliminate nuclear weapons programs in the DPRK 
and Iran 


Perspective on Pakistan 


5.(C) The U.S.-India deal was a \"slap on the face\" for 
Pakistan President Musharraf 

precarious hold on power and Pakistani opposition to the deal 
could lead to protests that challenge Musharraf\'s position. 
Yang said that the deal has made it difficult for Musharraf 

to defend Pakistan\'s cooperation with the United States to 
fight terrorism while the United States ignores Pakistan\'s 
concerns about India\'s growing military strength. Hu 
Shisheng 

said that the deal has destroyed the nuclear balance between 
Pakistan and India and as a result Pakistan feels threatened. 
This will have a negative effect on the Pakistan-India peace 
process. Pakistan\'s foreign policy is India-centered and its 
success is measured by keeping pace with India\'s foreign 
policy achievements 


6. (C) Hu asked if the United States is willing to consider 
compensating Pakistan to in order to balance the deal with 
India and if so 

about the creation of a vicious circle of balancing India and 
Pakistan relations. McCormick responded that the United 
States conducts its foreign policy with India and Pakistan on 
an individual basis and does not link the two countries. At 
the same time 

be seeking some sort of compensation as a result of the 
U.S.-India nuclear agreement. McCormick asked the Chinese 
side what sort of response Pakistan has sought from China? 
Dr. Yang said that Pakistan has asked China for help with its 
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civilian nuclear program but is not satisfied with Beijing\'s 
response. Pakistan has criticized the PRC for being 

reluctant to cooperate with Islamabad on nuclear issues. 

Yang said that it is not easy to work with Pakistan 

that the society is divided between different extremist 

factions and some regard both the United States and China as 
enemies since they cooperate with India. Yang claimed that 

is why Chinese citizens are being killed in Pakistan. 


Perspective on India 


7. (C) Pointing out that India needs to understand how other 
countries will react to its participation in the U.S.-India 
agreement 

discussion with India on the deal. Dr. Yang said that 

Beijing has had no formal contact with New Delhi regarding 
the proposed agreement. (Comment: This does not track with 
some of our discussions with MFA officials 

mentioned briefings by the Indians in Beijing as well as New 
Delhi. End comment.) China\'s position on the nuclear 
cooperation agreement is based on formal principles and is 
not country specific 

not because it involves the United States and India but 
because the deal violates international treaties and weakens 
multilateral organizations and mechanisms. Yang said that 
India is not worried about other countries 

towards it and is very relaxed about possible international 
opposition to the agreement. New Delhi has said that it is 
the United States\' responsibility to assuage international 
angst over the proposed deal. 


How Will India Declare its Nuclear Programs? 


8. (C) Beijing is concerned about how India will declare its 
civilian nuclear reactors 

U.S. Congress will put preconditions or caps on the deal. 
Ouyang said that it is dangerous not to have oversight of 
India\'s nuclear military facilities. Beijing is concerned 

that future reactors built in India will fall outside of IAEA 
safeguards and oversight as China believes the U.S.-India 
agreement encourages India to label new reactors as part of 
its military program. Dr. Yang pointed out that the United 
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and 1960s only to have the India\'s use the assistance to 
build a weapons program. 
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Participants 


9. (U) U.S. Participants: 


-- Kristen Gilley 
International Relations 
-- James McCormick 
Asia and the Pacific 

-- Paul Kreutzer 

-- Elise Williamson 


CICIR Participants: 


-- Yang Mingjie 

the Institute for Security and Strategic Studies 
-- Ouyang Liping 

Security and Strategic Studies 

-- Hu Shisheng 

CICIR Institute of Asia and African Studies 

-- Li Wei 

-- Li Xie 


10. (U) Staffdel Gilley did not have the opportunity to clear 
this cable. 
RANDT 
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scheduled April 19-21. The LTTE appears to be 
fortifying its position in the East for the 

possibility that Geneva Two may fail. End 
summary. 


CIVILIANS FEEL THE SQUEEZE BETWEEN LTTE AND KARUNA 
FACTION 


2. (SBU) Poloff visited the eastern district of 
Batticaloa March 19-21 to observe the situation in 

the interim between the first round of talks 

February 22-23 in Geneva between the Government of 
Sri Lanka (GSL) and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) and the second round 
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held in Geneva April 19-21. According to all 
interlocutors 

break-away group 

the Karuna faction 

The Karuna faction opened two to three political 
offices in Batticaloa district in March under the 
auspices of its new political party 

Eelam Makkal Viduthalai Pulikal (TMVP). TMVP 
graffiti in simple red letters dominated signposts 
and marketplaces. On one main street 

elaborate LTTE mural with Tiger insignia had been 
almost completely covered in black paint. 

Recently 

the Karuna faction allegedly threatened 
shopkeepers to ignore the hartal order and re-open 
businesses (Ref A). Local Sri Lanka Monitoring 
Mission (SLMM) sub-head Leif Ohlson told poloff in 
a March 21 meeting that as a result 

stood in their doorways 

shops at the approach of people they suspected to 
be cadres from either group. 


3.(C) Ata separate meeting March 21 
representative Lisa Sciclina told poloff 

ground 

government and the LTTE 

responsible for the protection of civilians in 
conflict affected areas.\" She said that as a 
result 

group take their greatest toll on civilians. In a 
discussion the previous day 

Secretary of the Young Men\'s Christian Society 


SIPDIS 

(YMCA) 

are afraid to disobey either the LTTE or the 
Karuna faction. He believes that while some 
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appreciated Karuna\'s regional focus on the east 
people were too frightened of the LTTE to overtly 
support the Karuna group. Rev. A. Jesuthasan 
pastor of a local evangelical Christian church 

told poloff 

knowing to which group people have their 
allegiance. When someone is killed 

difficult to determine who is responsible.\" 
Jesuthasan and three other pastors said the public 
perception in the area was that the Karuna 
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faction 

People\'s Democratic Party (EPDP) 
protection. Many interlocutors expressed that 
same view at separate meetings 

cautiously around them 

supported the LTTE or the Karuna faction. 


4. (C) SLMM representative Ohlson also cited a 
dramatic increase in reports of abductions in the 

past two weeks involving the LTTE and other armed 
groups - a total of thirteen adults and children 
abducted during the second week of March alone 
while no abductions had been reported in January 

or February. He noted the Karuna group has become 
more visible 

government to disarm the faction following the 

first round of talks. 


5.(C) Ohlson 

January 13 bomb attack on SLMM vehicles in 
Batticaloa 

attempted to enter the SLMM headquarters in 
Batticaloa on several occasions (Ref A). He added 
that intimidating Karuna cadres entered a house in 
which a monitor was making inquiries 

SLMM to halt patrols in some areas. The SLMM has 
also received threatening phone calls they believe 

to be from the Karuna group 

that they must stop researching the alleged 
abductions of several LTTE-affiliated Tamil 
Rehabilitation Organization (TRO) members last 
January. Ohlson surmised that the LTTE would 
continue to catalog the GSL\'s failures to meet its 
Geneva promises to disarm unauthorized persons and 
groups in government-controlled territories. 


6. (C) Ohlson also speculated the LTTE had 
approached monitors to report incidents the 
organization had likely perpetrated itself. Ina 
March 20 meeting 

Punniyamoorthy refuted this claim to poloff 
saying politicians and media unfairly blame the 
LTTE for incidents in Batticaloa when other armed 
groups are more likely at fault. He asserted the 
LTTE had given full support to development work 
and civil administration since it signed an MoU 
with the GSL in 2002. 
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7. (C) SLMM Chief Ohlson lauded the Election 
Commissioner\'s decision to postpone local 
elections in Batticaloa until September 30 (Ref 

B. Ohlson posited that were the original March 

3 date to stand 

may have been misinterpreted- or misrepresented- 
as ceasefire violations prior to a second round of 
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GSL-LTTE talks in Geneva. Government Agent 
Punniyamoorthy speculated that come election time 
voters will likely favor the LTTE-backed Tamil 
National Alliance (TNA) 

National Party (UNP) 

Marxist Sinhalese nationalist Janatha Vimukthi 
Peremuna (JVP) 

and SLMC-breakaway party National Congress will 
also run candidates. 


8. (C) Epicenter for the past two years of 
factional violence between the LTTE and Karuna 
dissidents 

of being the most volatile and potentially most 
dangerous district in the north and east. Since 
the GSL committed at the first round of talks to 
prohibit activities by \"other armed groups 
scrutiny on Batticaloa has intensified 

by fears that any violence (which had been a near- 
daily occurrence in the district before the talks) 
could jeopardize prospects for a second round of 
talks. 

LUNSTEAD 
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Chief Editor Taher Odwan writes on the back-page of 
independent 

(03/30): \"With no surprises 

concluded with the victory of Kadima party 

SharonVs successor Olmert.. This is the new 
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situation. Sharon\'s Kadima rules Israel under Olmert 
and Hamas heads the Palestinian government 

reject direct negotiations or acknowledging one 
another 

unilateral solution plan that Olmert inherited from 
Sharon. This means that there will be new equations 
on the political 

the occupied West Bank. All currently standing 
circumstances 

international 

is expected that Hamas will commit to a truce or semi- 
truce and so will Israel 

by rocket launching here or there and Israeli 
assassinations of local Palestinian leaders. It is 

also expected that the Olmert government will continue 
to build the separation wall 

borders in the valley area 

settlement around occupied Jerusalem. Yet 

status quo does not mean a freeze 

movement towards some type of solution that Israel 
wants to impose using deceptive slogans 

establishing a Palestinian state side by side with 
Israel and withdrawing from West Bank territories 
when in fact the situation on the ground confirms the 
impossibility of establishing a Palestinian state on 
divided parts of the West Bank and without Jerusalem 
and without resolving the refugee issue. The season 
of deception is on and we are going to find the 
Americans and maybe the Europeans in the front seats 
applauding the Olmert government. The scenario is 
complete 

not prevent its execution but rather will speed it. 

The important thing to say on Jordan\'s part at this 
stage is that whatever is being said in Israel about 
going back to the VJordanian option\' is nothing but 
sick hallucinations and illusions.\" 


-- VJordan and Kadima\'s victory" 


Columnist Hasan Barari writes on the op-ed page of 
centrist 

VOne could say that the current elections constituted 
a referendum on the issue of the demographic 
separation from the Palestinians. With the situation 
being as it is 

authorization to set this separation issue into 

motion. Consequently 

seriousness that KadimaVs program has on the future of 
the solution with the Palestinians 

Jordan 

on the basis of the success of the two-states 
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solution. Kadima\'s program is very clear and does not 
require much interpretation. The important thing is 
that those other parties that will be involved 

although slightly different 

unilateral withdrawal and agree with Olmert that 
demographic developments require Israel to move 
quickly towards defining its borders with the 
Palestinians. There is also a conviction that there 

is no need for a Palestinian party that would accept 
Kadima\'s vision of the solution. Thus 

or lack thereof of a Palestinian partner does not 

affect Kadima in view of an international and American 
understanding of the next step. Olmert may even 
resort to tactics to improve the image of the 
compulsory solution 

a joint dialogue 

agree to this 

justification to move ahead with his unilateral plan. 
What does this mean to Jordan? The Jordanian foreign 
policy was based on the assumption that the two-states 
solution will serve Jordan\'s interests. Otherwise 

not establishing a viable Palestinian state that 
geographically borders Jordan will bring great harm to 
Jordan\'s national security. It is obvious now that 
Kadima\'s program is not going to lead to the 
establishment of a Palestinian state as required 

which constitutes a threat to Jordan\'s national 
security. This is a call from us to the Jordanian 
political elite to pay attention to the grave dangers 

that surrounds Jordan in the near future. One must 
not depend on the presence of a peace treaty with 
Israel. Israelis not going to undertake a military 
operation to threaten Jordan\'s national security 

so there is no fear from the Israeli military machine 
against Jordan. But Israel\'s policy towards the 
Palestinians will create new conditions that do not 
serve Jordan 

options are open.\" 


-- \"No surprise 


Centrist influential among the elite English daily 
Jordan Times editorializes (03/30): V'Beyond a few 
seats here and there 

have thrown up little by way of surprise. Ehud 
Olmert\'s Kadima Party will lead the next Israeli 
government. In all likelinood 

service to the idea of negotiating with the 

Palestinian side 

to set Israel\'s borders and end any chance of creating 
a viable Palestinian state. In spite of repeated 
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entreaties by Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas for 
Israel to negotiate 

Palestinian Hamas-led government that it is ready to 
talk to the international community and willing to 
negotiate with Israel if Israel is committed to ending 
the occupation 

abetted in his fiction that there is no VPalestinian 
partner for peace\' by the international community. 

The West seems more concerned with sanctioning 
Palestinians for daring to resist the occupation than 
the occupying power for maintaining and strengthening 
its grip on that occupation. Itis ameasure of the 
bankruptcy of the international community regarding 
the Palestinian Israeli conflict that it thus tries to 

treat the symptom 

Israeli occupation. Little will stand in the way of 
Olmert\'s dangerous unilateralism.. There is no silver 
lining.\" 

HALE 
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WE BREATHE. 


CLASSIFIED BY: Richard Hoagland 
Dushanbe 
REASON: 1.4 (b) 


1. (SBU) During EmbOff\'s March visit to southwestern agrarian 
Farkhar district 

successful conglomerate with businesses in farming 
construction 

price of doing business in Tajikistan. \"We pay for everything 
but the air we breathe 

corruption 

to rock the boat and suggested that only outsiders could improve 
the environment. 


2. (U) Everyone agrees corruption is an enormous problem -- 
Tajiks ruefully note Transparency International considers their 
country ranked eighth worst (an improvement of three places from 
last year) 

newspaper revealed that if given the chance to talk to President 
Rahmonov 

(NOTE: The other topics reported were Palestine 

presidential elections 

NOTE.) 


3. (U) But no one quite knows how to tackle the issue 
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one wants to risk being cut out or cut off by taking a stand. 
President Rahmonov has spoken publicly for the need to root out 
corruption 

dent the pervasive culture of bribes 

charges." Hakimov\'s complaint and reluctance to step up and 
confront corruption head on 

risk 


4. (U) This cable provides anecdotal examples of corruption and 
its effects in Tajikistan as part of a coordinated reporting 

effort with other Central Asian embassies to highlight regional 
issues. Please see corresponding corruption reports from 
Almaty 


CORRUPTION HERE 


5. (U) Without exaggeration 

citizens face difficult choices everyday 

or go without basic services and documents. Below are a few 
common sectors where most people no longer question the \"service 
fees.\" 


6. (SBU) Utilities: 

To keep the phone connected 

running 

meaning a \"service\" fee. In some cases 

the customer a lower rate of tariff than the official electric 
rates. A Western NGO 

fees\" to ensure that they have a consistent supply of 
electricity. 


7. (SBU) Education: 

An Embassy staff member noted his brother was doing well at a 
local university 

somoni 

official monthly salaries range between $6-100 so students are 
forced to make up the difference. Sometimes the bribe takes the 
form of personal items like clothing 

Students and parents say that most often it is cash 

from several dollars to pass a mid-year test 

thousand dollars for a place at a top university. A teacher may 
force students to make payments regardless of whether the 
student knows the subject or not. In some cases 

force students to purchase books not in the curriculum. 
Students in urban schools may make monthly payments of 5-10 
somoni. Teachers may play favorites with students who pay 
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regularly 
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even a modest bribe. 


8. (U) Medicine and Health: 

Currently 

but each and every patient pays under the table for 
examinations 

hospitalization 

State-funded doctors earn an official salary even less than 
teachers ($5-30 a month) 

payments from grateful patients 

or goods. We have heard anecdotal cases of doctors refusing to 
provide emergency medical care until the patient or his 
relatives pay. 


9. (U) In August 2005 

\"Guaranteed Benefit Package 

certain medical services 

initiative less than two months later due to public backlash at 
taking away their \"free\" medical services. Physicians in 
Qurghon-Teppe expressed to PolOffs resistance about a 
fee-for-service approach to family medicine. With the new 
system 

considerably higher) monthly wage but patients would pay fees to 
a central system 

their incomes 


10. (SBU) Transport: 

\"Rudaki Avenue is a toll road 

Mercy Corps about Dushanbe\'s tree-lined main avenue. 
Strategically stationed every 50-100 meters 

\"pazhaluista\" (\"please\") sticks routinely pull cars over. 
Several taxi drivers told PolOff one somoni (30 cents) would get 
them on the road again 

order. The traffic police are not aggressive about their 
shakedowns. A number of Dushanbe-based foreigners have 
successfully employed the strategy of pretending to not speak 
Russian 

officer waves them off. Traffic police extract payments on all 
Dushanbe\'s major streets 

checkpoints outside the capital. 


11. (C) Taxes and Inspections: 

Dushanbe has very ineffective centralized control over regional 
and local branch tax inspection offices throughout the country. 
Branch offices hire whom they want locally but face enormous 
local government interference. The number of tax inspectors in 
the field offices quite often exceeds the workload. A Kazakh 
diplomat told PolOff that taxes and inspections were the two 
issues Kazakhstani businessmen complained about most in 
Tajikistan 

when Tajik President Rahmonov visited Astana May 4. 
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12. (SBU) A small business in Tajikistan faces myriad 
inspections 

verifying licenses and registration. According to the IFC\'s 
2003 Business Environment Survey in Tajikistan 

enterprises were inspected an average of 16 times and 98% of 
respondents admitted making unofficial payments during the 
inspections. The manager of successful local cafi reported that 
the tax inspectors asked her not to ring up their food purchase 
on the cash register. She refused 

that 

they were there to check 

keep her out of trouble. 


13. (C) Documentation: 

Anecdotes abound in Dushanbe about the various prices for 
getting a passport or visa from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs\' 
Consular Department. Bahrom Kholnazarov 

MFA\'s Consular Department and close relative of President 
Rahmonov 

citizens but also international passports to Tajik citizens who 
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desire to travel outside of Tajikistan. (NOTE: Tajikistan 

still requires that citizens have a domestic passport for 
identification and an international passport for travel. END 
NOTE.) Ask a Tajik about the hassles and \"service charges!" 
required to receive an international passport and be prepared 
for a litany of curses. Kholnazarov makes a corrupt killing. 
Though the required fee for processing is nominal 

charges between $50 and $250 per passport 

badly - or quickly - the passport is needed. For a brief time 
Russia allowed Tajik migrant workers to travel and work in the 
Russian Federation on Tajik domestic passports 

the Russian Duma 

forces 

enormous money every year and has no desire to leave 
reportedly turning down a Deputy Foreign Minister position. One 
source recounted to EmbOff 

another high-ranking Tajik official 

Rahmonov and said 

Consular ChiefAW" 


14. (SBU) Air Travel: 

For airline travel 

know 

flights to $25 for flights to Moscow. At the NGO forum 

number of European NGOs complained about the 10 percent add-on 
to the price of any ticket. A local NGO worker had to appeal to 
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a friend in the Parliament for a ticket to Moscow. The NGO 
worker got a seat 

price of $289. 


15. (SBU) Tajik Air has no set pricing structure or 
standardized reservation system. When seats are not available 
that extra payment can often result in a seat materializing at 
the last minute. (Or worse 

sometimes an appeal to the Ministry of Security is the only way 
to get a seat for an outgoing diplomat.) A position as branch 
manager at a Tajik Air office can be bought for as much as 
$30 

extra $20 per ticket. Given 200 seats per plane a few times a 
week 

investment 

freight costs. 


16. (SBU) Registration: 

The degree of difficulty of getting any organization or 

individual registered can depend on how much \"assistance\" one 
pays for. One NGO recounted its lawyer\'s story with a Ministry 
of Justice official. \"All your papers are in order 

her. \"However 

whether ΙΝ! approve it." She left 

days later. \"You don\'t get it 

need to talk to BEN Franklin. | bought my job 

make my money back 

(COMMENT: We find Tajik officials rarely talk so frankly with 
expats 

about expectations and payments. END COMMENT.) 


SO WHAT? ISNVT EVERY COUNTRY A LITTLE CORRUPT 


17. (U) The ramifications of such widespread corruption are 
almost impossible to quantify 

care 

workers using false documents for positions for which they are 
not trained. The custom of buying a position 

traffic cop or mid-level bureaucrat 

person needs to get his investment back from those below. 


WHAT TO DO? WHAT IS BEING DONE? 


18. (C) President Rahmonov and other high-level authorities 
have talked about the need to root out corruption; high-level 
staffing changes in the presidential administration and various 
ministries have helped improve the government\'s image by 
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removing some notoriously corrupt officials. The head of the 
Presidential Apparatus\'s Department of International Relations 

was dismissed in February; he was rumored to demand money from 
any official nominated for training or business trips to foreign 
countries or his department would refuse to process the 
government\'s approval. However 

like Consular Chief Kholnazarov 


19. (SBU) The government itself has established an 
anti-corruption task force. The First Deputy Prosecutor General 
who oversees the anti-corruption unit 

Parliament is drafting new anti-corruption legislation. He 

added that the special unit working at the Prosecutor General\'s 
Office needs residents to report incidents of corruption. He 
stated the unit could not be effective without help from Tajik 
citizens. 


20. (C) In January 

Agency (SIDA) pledged $1.1 million to UNDP to fight corruption 
and used focus groups to develop a white paper for the 
government to formulate anti-corruption strategies. The white 
paper currently exists only in Russian and has yet to be 
circulated widely among the donors or others. A second 
component aims to strengthen Parliament\'s role in monitoring and 
controlling the state budget. (NOTE: An Amcit consultant working 
on anti-corruption projects at the UNDP quit after three months 
due to his frustration with what he saw as UNDP\'s unwillingness 
to confront anything the government found uncomfortable. END 
NOTE.) SIDA also plans a public awareness campaign to teach 
integrity in the schools. 


21. (SBU) The Ministry of Economy and Trade is preparing to 
launch a website developed by IMF and UNDP to encourage 
government transparency that will include a \"complaint box 
where individuals or businesses can write to the Ministry if 
they are having problems with registration 

or excessive inspections. However 

to complaints has yet to be worked out so that complaints are 
not used to target troublemakers 

remain unresolved. 


22. (U) Despite a tradition of self-censorship and shying away 
from any topics remotely critical of the government 

is becoming bolder about talking about corruption. \"Asia-Plus 

a popular Russian language newspaper 

article on corruption and its toll on Tajikistan. On a local 

level 

meeting in January 

as well as the Kulob Mayor\'s office. Their conclusion: 

corruption had corroded the high echelons of power so much that 
it was impossible to combat corruption in Tajikistan from above 
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and everything depended on society itself. 


23. (SBU) COMMENT: The fact that people are talking about 
corruption more openly gives hope that a few courageous 
individuals will take a principled stand 

and public support for the nascent anti-corruption efforts. But 
most Tajiks have much to lose by refusing to pay 

take 

successful businesses of President Rahmonov\'s family and his 
inner circle 

accountable 

wealth. Unless Tajikistan\'s decision makers realize that more 
profits can be made through successful but transparent business 
practices than from bribes and kickbacks 

efforts will remain largely superficial. Until then 

just might find a way to charge for air. END COMMENT. 
HOAGLAND 
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organized similar services. But Thevenin was wary of Venezuelan 
diplomats exerting nefarious influence here. He told us he had 
heard of attempts to \"politicize\" young Venezuelan seminarians 
studying in Rome 

to buy their allegiance for Chavez. 


3. (C) Meanwhile 

welcoming well-wishers from several countries in Spanish and 
English at a Vatican-sponsored reception open to the public on 
March 24. 


ROONEY 
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criminal trial against him 


5. (SBU) We also note the GOI indicated in its response that 
it would obtain and convey to us information regarding the 
post-extradition treatment of the Sandhus. 


Embassy POC 


6. (U) Per Ref A Para 6 

Madnick. Poloff will be with the Embassy until July 
which time a replacement POC will be selected. Contact 
information: 

-- e-mail: madnickhj@state.gov 

-- work phone: 91-11-2419-8657 

-- mobile phone: 91-98105-97864 


Column 3 
Sandhu Case Not Necessarily a Barometer for Barapind 


7. (SBU) The most glaring difference that distinguishes the 
1997 Sandhu extradition from the Barapind extradition request 
is the changed political climate in Punjab. The insurgency 
that spawned police excesses was dying out in the mid-1990s; 
as of 2006 Vthe Punjab militancy\" is a historical event 

the passage of time has reduced the intense operating 
environment. Many new human rights cases today are filed by 
the alleged victims of long-past abuses. Although the courts 
have been slow in clearing the historical case load 

of truly new abuse cases are a small fraction compared to 
those lodged during the height of the insurgency. Moreover 
Indian society\'s treatment of Sikhs has returned to the 
harmony and respect of the past 

positions throughout government and society. 


8. (SBU) Another important difference to consider is that 

the Sandhu case proceeded relatively swiftly; the Indian 
government requested extradition in 1996 and it was executed 
in 1997 (Ref E). The Barapind extradition process has 
proceeded more deliberately 

government request for extradition in September 1997. 
Mission believes the time and effort the Indian government 
has invested in retrieving Barapind -- and the prospect of US 
cooperation on future extraditions -- will also help protect 
Barapind\'s human rights. 


Improved Conditions for Sikhs 


9. (SBU) Conditions for Sikhs began to improve in the 
mid-1990s and progress has been rapid during the past five 
years. In order to answer Department of Homeland Security 
questions regarding the current treatment of Sikhs in India 
Embassy New Delhi investigators have worked in Punjab and 
other Indian states for years to determine the validity of 

Sikh asylum applications; to date 

substantiate a single such claim. Conditions since the 
mid-1990s have improved so dramatically that there have been 
no legitimate grounds for such asylum seekers since that 
period. Many legitimate asylum seekers who applied before 
that period and had already been settled in the US and other 
countries have since returned to India and reassimilated into 
Indian society. Indeed 
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highlighted the cases of \"wanted terrorists\" who have since 
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assumed leading positions in the Punjab business community. 


Signatory to Convention Against Torture 


10. (U) India signed the UN Convention against Torture and 
other Cruel 

(Convention Against Torture or CAT) in October 1997 

than a year after the Sandhus were extradited 

years ago. Although not yet ratified 

recognizes that \"as a signatory 

obligation not to act against the objectives and purposes of 
the Convention\" (Ref B). 


High Profile 


11. (SBU) Mission is keenly aware of the culture of torture 
and extrajudicial punishment in Indian jails 

outlined in successive Human Rights Reports; furthermore 
Mission has been unable authoritatively to confirm whether 
the Sandhus were tortured by Indian police officials after 
their extradition. However 

Chopra -- who lost several relatives to Sikh terrorists in 

the 1980s-90s -- told us \"no one will touch (Barapind)\" 
because his case is considered high profile (in part because 
of the extradition) and also because of the strength of human 
rights activists in Punjab (Ref D). Mission understands this 
will be the first extradition to India from the US since 

2000. Mission also notes the continuing Indian press 
coverage of Abu Salem 

year for his alleged role as the principal suspect in the 
March 12 

more than 700. If Barapind is extradited 

the Abu Salem extradition and the recent (and extensively 
media covered) historic visit of President Bush 

expects extensive and long-running media coverage will 
contribute to guaranteeing good behavior on the part of 
Barapind\'s jailers. 


12. (SBU) We are similarly encouraged by the most recent 
terrorism case involving Sikh suspects 

cinema bombings (Ref F). Mission believes the high 

visibility of the case helped ensure that police officers in 

Delhi 

The investigation into the cinema bombings was marked only 
by arrests 

excesses. 


National Human Rights Commission Maturing 
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19. (SBU) India\'s National Human Rights Commission -- the 
entity created in 1993 and tasked by law \"for better 
protection of human rights\" -- was a nascent organization 
when the Sandhus were extradited in 1997 

decade of experience in investigating and assessing human 
rights violations in India. Their mandate includes both 
positive human rights violations and \"negligence in the 
prevention of such violation 

Human Rights Act (1993). GOI assurances aside 

legally empowered to visit prisoners \"in any jail or any 
other institution under the control of the State Government\" 
for this purpose. Their senior officers are empowered to 
\"enter any building where the Commission has reason to 
believe that any document relating to the subject matter of 
the inquiry may be found 

The NHRC is an active organization that operates 
independently of the government and has loudly criticized 
some government institutions and actions. 


Changed India-US Macro Dynamic 


14. (SBU) Finally 

have dramatically improved over those in 1997. From a narrow 
and emerging relationship 

deep-rooted bilateral agenda on a range of issues 
counter-terrorism 

the Barapind extradition -- if it is to transpire -- will do 

so after not one but two US Presidential visits since the 
Sandhus were extradited. The GOI would be interested in 
maintaining and furthering these relations 

future extraditions 
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allowing any missteps that could lead to a reversal of 
relations either on extraditions specifically or on the 
India-US relationship more broadly. 


15. (U) Visit New Delhi\'s Classified Website: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/sa/newdelhi 
MULFORD 
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the region 

cooperation. The Turkish delegation is generally headed by 
the TGS J5 Chief of Strategy and Force Planning 

general. The U.S. has been represented by either a DAS or 
Office Director from OSD. 
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2. (C) Regrettably 

CWG has borne little fruit. At least on the Turkish side 

the political-military session has been a recitation of 

talking points 

succeeded in creating real synergy between U.S. and Turkish 
security cooperation efforts in the region. Generally we 

brief on what we do 

it does. We understand from colleagues in OSD and EUCOM that 
they share this perception. Recently Turkish Land Forces 
Chief of Staff GEN Saygun (protect) told the Charge that he 
had helped found the CWG but was disappointed with it in its 
current form. 


3. (C) Additionally 

channel Turkey into the South Caucasus Clearing House (SCCH) 
regime. Turkey has been reluctant to join SCCH 

because it is technically not a NATO activity (though it has 
become the avenue Allies tend to prefer for coordinating on 
South Caucasus security cooperation) 

officials chafe at the Baltic states being the lead in SCCH. 

We continue to try to persuade Turkish officials here to join 
SCCH. Most recently 

Plans 

accompanied EUR A/S Fried and S/NEC Mann on a visit 
encouraged Turkey to participate in the SCCH at a March 17 
meeting with MFA Deputy Undersecretary Uzumcu on Caucasus 
issues. 


4. (C) We understand Washington has some interest in 
modifying the CWG 

political-military dialogue with both State and DoD 

participation. (NOTE: TGS has already brought MFA into its 
delegation to the CWG. END NOTE.) We would welcome this 
and would be delighted to work with Washington agencies on a 
way forward. Further 

cooperation portion of the CWG be dropped and those issues be 
incorporated into the SCCH. We understand U.S. ODCs and DAOs 
maintain informal discussions with Turkish DATTs in the 

region 


Visit Ankara\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/ankara/ 
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which added to our understanding of the mercurial Gonsalves 


and his often contentious role in Caribbean politics. 
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U.K.\'s Caribbean Downsizing 


6. (C) Terry Knight proved himself to be one of Post\'s most 
valuable contacts in St. Vincent. While his personal 
relationship with Ralph Gonsalves made this situation 
exceptional 

other islands in the Eastern Caribbean have also proved to be 
invaluable by virtue of both their knowledge of the countries 

in which they live and unfailing collegiality. 

Unfortunately 

permanently removed their Resident Commissioners from St. 
Vincent and Grenada in December 2005 as part of a downsizing 
of staff. Currently 

Antigua and St. Lucia in addition to the High Commission in 
Barbados. (Note: Terry Knight\'s new position is Resident 
Commissioner in Antigua 

he will become as close to Prime Minister Baldwin Spencer as 
he did to Ralph Gonsalves. End note.) 


7. (C) Comment: While all reporting officers face the 
problems inherent in developing and maintaining contacts 
challenge is particularly acute in the Eastern Caribbean 
where Emboffs working out of Barbados can travel only 
infrequently to the other islands they cover. As a result 

it can be difficult to identify and cultivate key contacts 
without regular interaction with members of the political 
establishment. Considering 

countries in the region 

information during periodic visits to meet the Department\'s 
needs. In St. Vincent 

because of Ralph Gonsalves\'s role as a perennial thorn in 
Washington\'s side and best friend of Cuba and Venezuela 
was particularly fortunate to have among its contacts two 
individuals who could provide valuable insight on the PM and 
his small island-state. The departure of diplomat Terry 
Knight and aide Glenn Jackson\'s tragic death were setbacks 
that Post will overcome as we strive to continue producing 
quality reporting. End comment. 

KRAMER 
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of Castro. Martino has the standing to make public statements 
on issues he covers. However 

Secretariat he creates problems. Only the pope could 


SIPDIS 
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realistically stop Martino from sounding off - and he is 

unlikely to do so. Martino will continue to speak his mind 
confuse some observers as to the Holy See\'s official positions. 
End Summary. 


2. (C) Holy See Country Director for Cuba Nicolas Thevenin was 
careful in his phrasing 

others in the Vatican MFA (Secretariat of State) did not share 
Cardinal Renato Martino\'s rosy view on religious freedom in Cuba 
(ref a). He also said he had heard that some priests in Cuba 
were not pleased with media reports of Martino\'s opinions. 
Thevenin confirmed ref (a)\'s conclusion that Martino\'s comments 
did not reflect any change of the Holy See\'s position re U.S. 
policy of Castro\'s treatment of the Church. 


3. (C) When asked about Martino\'s insistence that he could not 
call the Cuban Church persecuted 

recently at the papal nunciature in Havana) was firm. \"It 
depends what you mean. It\'s not China 

either 

which the Church\'s activities were curbed 

missionaries to the lack of Church publications in the country. 
VI would call it perhaps freedom of cult 

religion 

that talk of a papal trip to Cuba was at the least premature. 

VI can\'t rule anything out 

visits for their own uses 

would go unless we saw a major change in the dynamic there.\" 


4. (C) As noted in ref (a) 

touched on Cuba with the Ambassador in a meeting on the margins 
of the recent consistory 

officially for the Holy See. George said that Cuban Cardinal 

Jaime Ortega did not share Martino\'s \"appreciation\" of Castro. 
According to George 

U.S. Bishops Conference this fall. 


Comment 
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5. (C) As president of the Pontifical Council for Justice and 
Peace 

is entitled to make public statements on issues he covers. 
However 

lead on foreign policy issues - he creates problems. Only the 
pope could realistically stop Martino from sounding off - and he 
is unlikely to do so. Instead 

his mind 

official positions. As noted in ref (a) 

a frequent Embassy interlocutor. 


ROONEY 


58739 

58740 

58741 

58742 

collaboration 

Gilmore 

Tunisian percussionist 

Tunisian and Arabic music and American bluegrass melodies 
and rhythm and featured original music by both Gilmore and 
Fehri. The result was an exciting harmonious fusion of sound 
and culture that built a bridge of understanding between the 
United States and the Arab world. This collaboration 
resulted in unprecedented positive press coverage of an 
Embassy event 

print press and interviews on Tunisian television and radio 
that highlighted the \"harmony\" of the mix οἱ diplomacy and 
culture and praised the genre-defying new Arab-Appalachian 
sound. End Summary. 


What is Kantara? 

2. Political Officer Brennan Gilmore 

musician 

Fehri shortly after his arrival in Tunis in May 2005. Fehri 

has long been interested in fusion music and has worked with 
other American artists sponsored by the US Embassy in past 
years. Gilmore 

percussionist 

musicians (childhood friends of Gilmore) formed a new 
musical group known as \"Kantara\" (or bridge 

This new group brought together traditional Tunisian and 
Arabic music and traditional Appalachian music in a way that 
synthesized the talents of the artists and the musical 
traditions that had formed them. Thanks to a grant of $6200 
from the ECA Performing Arts Initiative (Ref A) 

was able to bring the three American musicians to Tunis to 
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perform in Tunis and in Sousse in March 2006. The group 
also performed in Florence to large appreciative audiences 
(Ref B). 


3. The three American musicians 

Blatter 

Gilmore and preeminent musicians in their own right. Ann 
Marie Calhoun is one of the most talented American 
violinists of her generation 

classical music with years of bluegrass and old-time 
fiddling. She has won numerous awards in fiddle contests 
has appeared at prestigious venues such as the Kennedy 
Center 

Matthews Band 

Zack Blatter studied music theory at the University of 
Virginia and toured the United States with a variety of 
musical ensembles. Brian Calhoun studied at the Berklee 
School of Music in Boston 

bluegrass band \"Walker\'s Run\" with Gilmore. A talented 
craftsman of guitars and mandolins 

acclaimed Rockbridge Guitar Company. 


Public Diplomacy Coup 

4. Kantara made its debut in Tunis on March 10 

they played to a packed 

Theater in Tunis and to rave reviews in the press. This 
collaboration 

the US Embassy 

who rewarded the musicians with the most positive and far- 
reaching coverage of an Embassy program that we have seen in 
years. Ten Tunisian newspapers and magazines reported on 
Kantara while both of the Tunisian television stations 
(Channel 7 and TV Hannibal) ran pieces on the group 
including interviews with Gilmore and Fehri. Both of the 
private radio stations and one of the government radio 
station also ran spots on Kantara 

featuring interviews with Gilmore and Fehri. 


5. The media coverage spanned almost one week and focused on 
the use of music as a bridge between peoples. Many papers 
were particularly admiring of Gilmore\'s status as an America 
diplomat. As one journalist wrote 

that if all diplomats in the world had artistic or musical 

expertise on their resumes 

states would have a proper resolution. With art and with 

style. That is utopia. We will console 

moment 


6. Praise for the groundbreaking new genre of Arab- 
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Appalachian music was also forthcoming in the press reviews: 
Kantara \"succeeded in sowing joy throughout the audience by 
offering a display of jubilant art to make us forever forget 
hatred. We spent an hour and a half of happiness.\" (\"Le 
Quotidien\") Kantara \"knows no borders\" and \"has created a 
program which departs from the ordinary and allows a harmony 
between different types of music which one might believe 
impossible.\" ("Le Temps\") \"The music is a dream 

by its accord 

rhythms 

American instrumentalists.\" ("La Presse\") A sampling of 
the headlines are provided in para 10. 


Walker\'s Run Event in Sousse 

7. In addition to the Kantara concerts at the Tunis theatre 
and a well-received concert/reception at the DCM\'s 
residence 

bluegrass group \"Walker\'s Run 

Institute of Music in Sousse. During the day the musicians 
gave group and individual workshops to over 200 students 
explaining and demonstrating traditional American music 
styles and having Tunisian students play along. The 
afternoon workshops ended with an hour long jam session 
alternating between Appalachian and Tunisian songs 
combining the two. In the evening 

concert for the assembled student body 

the Institute and the President of the University of Sousse. 
After performing traditional and original material for 

nearly an hour 

newfound Tunisian friends on stage for a show-stopping half 
hour jam 

By the end of the performance many students were dancing on 
their chairs 

ovation. 


Comment 

8. In a highly controlled media environment that is 
restricted by both government control and by some anti- 
American sentiment 

newspapers who rarely print Embassy press releases and 
otherwise refuse to print positive articles on the United 
States lauded Kantara. Even though Embassy Tunis frequently 
sponsors American musicians in Tunis 

that we have seen such wide and positive coverage of an 
Embassy event. It would appear that the presence of an 
American diplomat on stage 

through music 

capturing the \"hearts and minds!" of the journalists and the 
Tunisian public alike. Not to mention that the genre- 
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defying music itself was universally praised by both 
Tunisians and international concert attendees. 


9. Embassy Tunis would like to extend a special thanks to 
ECA for its generous support to this important initiative. 
We hope that this particularly successful program 
highlights American culture at the same time that is shows 
the positive possibilities of Arab-American cultural 
cooperation 

other areas with significant Arab-Muslim populations. End 
Comment. 


Sample headlines 


10. Sample headlines from the Tunisian press include: 


\"La PresseW (government owned daily 

March 8 \"A bridge between diplomacy and music\" March 12 \"An 
American dream and stars in their eyes\" 

\"Le Temps! (privately owned daily 

March 9 \"Search for harmony via a bridge of song\" March 12 
\"Kantara: for a musical reconciliation\" 

\"Le Quotidien\" (privately owned daily 

March 8 \"Bridge of love\" March 12 \"Kantara: A good recipe: 
Two Tunisians and four Americans succeeded in sowing joy on 
all levels in offering us a joyous are to help us forget 

hatred\" 

\"Le Renouveau\" (government owned daily 

March 21 \"Between Medjerda and the Appalachians\" 

\"As Sabah\" (privately owned daily 

March 8 \"Press conference: Riadh Fehri announces the 
Tunisian-American Kantara show and promises the public a big 
surprise during next summer\" 

\"Al-Horriya\" (government owned daily 

March 9 

expression without borders!\" 

\"As-Sahafa\" (government owned daily 

March 9 

American group Kantara: an innovative mixture between 


different types of music. Music bridges to open up horizons 
of dialogue and communication among people.\" 
HUDSON 
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scored a 32-percent plurality. Crimean PM Burdyuhov 
representing President Yushchenko\'s People\'s Union-Our 
Ukraine party 

annulled due to vote count irregularities and failure to 
distribute ballots for the Crimean rada at some polling 
stations likely to vote in favor of Our Ukraine. The race 
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for Simferopol mayor was annulled due to last-minute 
deregistration machinations and will be rerun. The house of 
one of CrimeaWs leading journalists 

subject to an arson attack March 1 after she published a 
Ministry of Interior list of hundreds of criminals and 
suspected criminals running for office in Crimea; a village 
administration head winner was the subject of a fatal assault 
March 29 in what may have been an election-related crime. 
End summary. 


You\'ve got that Russian feeling 


2. (SBU) The run-up to election day in Crimea was dominated 
locally by efforts to place a Russian-language referendum on 
the ballot and nationally by concerns that hundreds of 
suspected or convicted criminals were running for seats in 

the Crimean Parliament and local councils. The Crimean 
Appellate Court and Central Election Commission put a stop to 
the Russian-language referendum effort 

complied with appropriate legal procedures.. 


3. (SBU) In March 25-26 visits to a dozen precincts in the 
region around Simferopol covered by District Election 
Commission (DEC) no. 1 

pro-Russian 

nationalist messages of the Crimean branches of Party of 
Regions 

the SDPU(o)-led Ne Tak bloc. The pro-Russian attitude of 
RegionsV Crimean branch was even more pronounced than that of 
its headquarter 

Bekir 

Russophile political forces in Crimea. Yanukovych received 
81 percent of the Crimean vote in the December 2004 
presidential election re-vote. 


4. (SBU) With 100 percent of Crimean precincts reporting the 
March 26 election results 

CrimeaWs vote for the Verkhovna Rada. \"We know they are 
SOBs 

commission (PSC) member told us March 26. The main 
countervailing influences that we detected were Crimea\'s 

Tatars (who now form 13 percent of CrimeaVs population and 
have traditionally affiliated with Rukh 

national Our Ukraine Bloc) and the Tymoshenko Bloc (BYuT) 
whose populist message resonated among some younger people. 


Crimean parliament - Crimean PM claims: We wuz robbed! 


5. (U) The voting for Crimea\'s own 100-seat parliament (rada) 
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was more dispersed. (Note: The Crimean Rada is separate 
from the Crimean Tatar Mejlis 

represents the interests of the Tatar population 

formal government institution 

cycle.) With 92% of precincts reporting by late March 29 
the \"For Yanukovych\" electoral bloc 

branch of Party of Regions and a local V'Russian bloc!" party 
had received a plurality of 32.1% 

PM Kunitsyn\'s bloc (8.4%) 

vote) 

BYuT (6.3%) 

Apparently failing to clear the three-percent threshold were 
Ne Tak! (2.7%) 

Ukraine (1.4%) 


6. (U) Crimean PM Anatoliy Burdyuhov 

2005 and the top candidate on the Crimean parliament slate of 
PeopleWs Union Our Ukraine (PUOU) 

its fellow national Our Ukraine bloc component Rukh party in 
the Crimean elections 

conference. He blamed \"considerable falisifications\" for 
PUOU being shut out of the Crimean parliament 

PUOU had recorded instances where votes cast for PUOU and the 
Socialists were \"recorded as votes given to the For 
Yanukovych electoral bloc.\" On March 28 

branch called for the annulment of the elections to CrimeaVs 
parliament 

had not been issued ballots for the Crimean parliamentary 
election at 14 different PSCs. 


Despite disorganization 


7. (SBU) Despite widespread fears nationally about problems 
with voter lists 

of PSC members 

and on election day revealed generally well prepared 
commissions that had worked conscientiously to correct voter 
lists in the lead-up to election day. In precinct 132 

instance 

inadvertently been left out of the list issued in November 
2005 

just over 3 

have to wait 45 minutes to vote 

inconvenience. 


8. (SBU) Somewhat surprisingly 

problems with computer-aided transliteration from Russian to 
Ukrainian of names on the voter lists 

highlighted by spokespersons for Regions Party and for the 
independent NGO Committee of Voters of Ukraine (CVU). When 
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we asked poll workers about the transliteration problem 
dismissed it 

authority under the law to authorize on-the-spot corrections. 
The local CVU representative and OSCE/ODIHR long-term 
observers (LTOs) did not identify any major concerns 
emphasizing instead the dirty campaigning that had been 
conducted at the local level. 


9. (SBU) One notable glitch occurred in the Simferopol 
mayoral race. Confusion over implementation of an 11th-hour 
court order to delete and/or reinstate a Simferopol mayoral 
candidate on the ballot led to uneven actions across 
Simferopol. As a result 

declared invalid and will have to be rerun. 


Criminals 


10. (SBU) Crimea attracted negative pre-election coverage 
regarding concerns about the potential criminalization of its 
local councils (where deputies\' immunity was available) after 
Interior Minister Lutsenko announced in late February that 
over 100 candidates for the Crimean parliament were the 
subject of open criminal investigations 

candidates for local councils were convicted criminals. 

After independent Simferopol-based journalist Liliya 
Budzhurova published the names of those fingered by Lutsenko 
in her Pervaya Krymska paper 

middle-of-the-night arson attack March 1 (no one was injured 
as the fire was fortunately quickly extinguished). 


11. (SBU) Budzhurova told us March 2 that the situation in 
Crimea was as bad as it had been since the early 1990s 
criminals once again acting with impunity. Anatoliy 
Symonenko 

administration near Yevpatoria 

brutal March 29 assault by two unidentified club-wielding 
individuals. Lutsenko 

and National Security and Defense Council Secretary Kinakh 
all spent time in Crimea in early March attempting to ensure 
the situation did not spin out of control and to make clear 

to Crimean authorities that Kiev was watching developments 
closely. March 30 press reports indicated that Lutsenko 
would personally supervise the criminal investigation into 
Symonenko\'s death. 


12. (U) Visit Embassy Kiev\'s classified website at: 
www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/kiev. 
Herbst 
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5. (U) On March 10 

Lumpkin and Asst. Commissioner Melinda Plaisier met Belgian 
officials to discuss a possible bilateral confidentiality 
agreement. A bilateral accord would facilitate information 
sharing about pharmaceutical companies and their 
manufacturing capacity to assist with regulatory oversight 
and permit advance notification among authorities of public 
actions on pharmaceutical issues 

withdrawal. D/HHS Secretary Azar 

November 2005 

towards such an agreement. 


6. (SBU) Belgium\'s Health Ministry was represented by 
Johann Van Causter (Director General of Medicines) 
Geeraert (Legal Affairs) 

Cabinet) 

Van Causter asked for clarifications about the purpose 
scope 

agreements. Could Belgium undertake such a bilateral 
agreement within its EU and European Medicines Evaluation 
Agency (EMEA) obligations? FDA officials answered fully 
detailing that France and Germany have concluded such 
confidentiality agreements with the US in the past year 


SIPDIS 

other EU members are arranging the same. Noting that FDA 
was open to additional Belgian language that would adapt the 
agreement to meet Belgian needs and concerns 

invited Belgian text additions. The legal departments of 

FDA and the Health Ministry expect to exchange texts in 
coming weeks 

the next few months. 


7. (U) Belgium\'s Construction Federation estimates that it 
is Polish carpenters not plumbers 

livelihoods of Belgian workers. The trade association 
estimates that Polish construction workers and cleaning 
ladies are the majority of the 100 

nationals working in the informal sector of the Belgian 
economy. High Belgian wage rates are partly to blame 
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note: a Belgian union tile-layer gets 40 euros per square 
meter of tile installed 

get only 10 euros for the same work. The industry 
recognizes the problem 

engagement of foreign workers - if they use one of the three 
programs for legitimately working in Belgium. Such work 
permits and foreign firm affiliates are not attractive to 

the sector 

insurance contributions are channeled back to the country of 
origin. 


8.(U) Belgacom 

leading the sector in fixed-line 

broadband communications 

since last Fall (ref B). The takeover bid was finalized 
February 15 

shares. On March 15 

Belgacom\'s bid on Telindus Group NV (Telindus) 

officially delisted from the Brussels Stock Exchange. The 
mobile communications component associated with each company 
had posed a problem to the merger: Belgacom is the parent 
company of Proximus 

communications in Belgium 

mobile competitor 

part ofthe France Telecom Group. France Telecom had been 
competing with Belgacom to acquire Telindus 

nearly five percent of Mobistar. Belgacom has reported 

that 

\"strategic stake 

itself of the Mobistar shares Telindus holds. This should 
maintain competition in the Belgian mobile telephony sector. 


9. (U) In 2005 

largest trading partner 

leaders Germany and France. Because the trade data are 
based on value not volume of exports 

for natural gas and petroleum products are the main cause of 
this development. Belgian petroleum products enter chiefly 
through the port of Rotterdam and are piped down to Antwerp 
while the Dutch natural gas is imported from Groeningen. 
Belgium now has a substantial trade deficit with the 
Netherlands 

both France and Germany. The U.S. is still Belgium\'s fifth 
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largest trading partner (with combined imports and exports 
worth 20.6 billion euros in 2005) 

number four. 


10. (U) A follow-up on Belgium\'s chocolate industry (ref 
C): New Tree Chocolate held its scheduled IPO in the 
Brussels Euronext stock exchange in December 

million euros to permit its expansion plans. Now a rival 
chocolate maker 

own capital - from an unexpected source. Galler 
Chocolatiers has increased by 3 million euros its financial 
base to permit its expansion in London 

Control of the company remains with the Galler family (52% 
shareholding) 

Lebanese investors and 12% ownership by Qatari nationals 
including Shief Jassim Mohamed Al-Thani and Tarek Jamal 
Hamid Kassem. Given the massive petrodollar revenues middle- 
eastern tycoons are currently enjoying 

Belgian product of growing popularity holds great promise. 
But will it shift the product mix out of liqueur-filled 

truffles 


Korologos 
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origin. A report signed by OSCE Special Representatives 
Andrzej Kasprzyk of the shooting (text below) will be 

delivered in the coming days to the OSCE Permanent Council. 
According to Kasprzyk 

contact remains very tense. End Summary. 


2. (C) OSCE Special Representative Andrzej Kasprzyk and 
Personal Representative to the OSCE Chairman in Office Peter 
Keay (UK National) each led teams of monitors on the line of 
contact (LOC) between N-K Armenian and Azerbaijani forces 
March 29. Ambassador Kasprzyk led the team on the N-K side 
and Keay led the team on the Azeri side. 


3. (C) Ambassador Kasprzyk suspended the monitoring event 
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after his team registered two single shots fired in the 
vicinity of his monitoring site 

team arrived at their positions on the Azeri side 

forth shot shortly thereafter. According to Kasprzyk 

shots came from the same direction and \"a great distance.\" 
Three of the four shots were likely from a standard 
semi-automatic rifle. One shot had a much louder 
sound 

sniper rifles he knew to be in use now on both sides of the 
LOC. 


4. (C) Local commanders from both sides separately reported 
that their sides had not fired shots. Kasprzyk said the 

Azeri local commander claimed that 

Azeri soldiers had not heard shots -- a fact Kasprzyk said he 
immediately dismissed because he had personally registered 
the shots. Kasprzyk said the local commander on the N-K side 
was forthcoming 

agreed that they came from the direction ofthe LOC. 
Kasprzyk said he judged the incident as either a \"lack of 
control\" on the Azeri side or shots of unknown origin fired 
from uncontrolled positions. 


5. (C) VI am almost sure that the Azeris are provoking many 
of the cease fire violations 

returning from the monitoring mission. V'The situation is 
very tense 

their trench positions and was moving closer to the Armenian 
side 

of cease-fire events had not significantly increased 

believed the introduction of higher-powered 

weapons on both sides of the line of contact had increased 
the frequency of deaths and casualties. 


6. (C) The OSCE Monitoring Report follows. (Note: Internal 
paragraph markings and OSCE classification. Original in 
English. End Note.) Begin text: 


Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 


Column 3 


The Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairman-in-Office on 
the 
Conflict Dealt with by the OSCE Minsk Conference 


CONFIDENTIAL 
SIPDIS 


Report No. 156 on Monitoring on the Line of Contact 29 March 
2006 


1 Basic Data on the Monitoring 
1.1 Introductory remarks 


The Monitoring on the LOC was initiated by the Personal 
Representative (PR) of the CiO. The PR requested the 
Monitoring to be held on 29 March 2006 in the vicinity of the 
village of Seysulan 

last Monitoring in this area took place on 12 January 2006 
(MR 152). The aim of the Monitoring was to verify the current 
situation in view of reports of intensified shooting 

incidents along this part of the LOC. 


The Monitoring was canceled before the first set of security 
guarantees as a result of shots heard in the vicinity of the 
Monitoring site. 


1.2 Monitoring Requests and Security Guarantees 


On 17 March 2006 

Request to the Azerbaijani MFA. The Azerbaijani side 
responded positively on 27 March and offered security 
guarantees in their response. A corresponding request was 
presented to the Nagorno-Karabakh (NK) authorities on 20 
March 2006. They responded positively on 24 March in a letter 
that also included security guarantees. 


1.3 Place of the Monitoring 


The Monitoring on the LOC was due to take place east of the 
village of Seysulan in the northern part of the LOC. 


Team No.1 (NK side) 


OSCE Monitoring Team 
Amb. Andrzej Kasprzyk 
(Poland) 

Lt. Col. Imre Palatinus 
Olexander Samarskyi 
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Escort Personnel 

A. Baghryan 

Maj. M. Arushunyan 

Lt. Col. N. Avanesyan 

Lt. Col. S. Ambartsumyan 


Team No.2 Azerbaijani side) 


OSCE Monitoring Team 
Peter Keay 
Field Assistant (Finland) 


Escort Personnel 

O. Ismayil-Zade 
Capt. R. Kerimov 

Lt. Col. G. Guseynov 
Maj. M. Qasimov 


2. Detailed account of the Monitoring 
2.1 Course of the Monitoring 


The two Teams traveled in a total of four clearly marked OSCE 
vehicles 

General visibility was good 

conditions were good. As Team 2 was traveling to the position 
from where commanders were due to give the first set of 
security guarantees 

registered two single shots fired in the vicinity of the 
Monitoring site. After Team 2 arrived at their position 

third shot was registered by Team 1. The PR requested both 
sides to investigate the source of the firing and received 
confirmation from both sides that no shots had been fired 

from their positions at the Monitoring site or neighboring 
positions. The Azerbaijani local commander also informed that 
no shots were heard by his servicemen or at adjacent sectors. 
As this information did not correspond with the fact that 


shots had been clearly heard by Team 1 
decision to cancel the Monitoring for security reasons. 


Team 1 


Team 1 met the local military commanders in Mardakert-Agdere 
and was given a briefing on the situation on the LOC. The two 
vehicles of Team 1 

moved to a covered position and where they halted to obtain 
security guarantees. Three single shots were registered by 

the Team. As Team 1 was waiting to leave 

registered. 
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Team 2 


Team 2 was given a briefing in Terter by the Deputy Head of 
the Local Executive and military commanders. After the 
briefing 

from the Azerbaijani side 

km north of the village of Kapanly where they halted to 

obtain security guarantees. At this point 

informed by Team 1 that shots had been heard in the vicinity 
of the Monitoring site and the Monitoring was halted. After 

the PR requested information from the Azerbaijani side 

local commander confirmed with officers at the Monitoring 

site and neighboring commanders that no shots had been fired. 
Local and neighboring commanders also informed that no shots 
had been heard. 


2.2 Information obtained during Monitoring as stated by the 
respective Parties 


Team No.1 (NK side): 
Cease-fire violations 


Team 1 was given a list of fourteen cease-fire violations on 
the whole of the LOC since the last Monitoring on 10 March 
2006. Ten of these violations were said to have taken place 
in the Mardakert/ Agdere sector 

held. Of the remaining violations 

Hadrut sector and one in the Agdam sector. No casualties were 
recorded. According to local commanders assault rifles 
sniper rifles and light and heavy machine guns were used by 
the Azerbaijani side. It was stated that the situation is 

most tense in the proximity of the Azerbaijani villages of 
Kapanly 


Other Military Information 


Local commanders stated that the Azerbaijani side has been 
conducting engineering works 

positions and move them forward. According to them 
movement forward has created disorder within Azerbaijani 

units and as a result on one occasion they even shot at each 
other. Local commanders expressed concern at the proximity of 
the positions. They stated that as a result 

side was able to use a sub-machine gun\'s grenade launcher to 
fire into NK trenches. 


Mines 


No mine incidents were reported on the NK side 
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was given a list of five mine explosions that were said to 

have taken place on the Azerbaijani side of the LOC since the 
last Monitoring. 


Civil Affairs 


The Team clearly saw a shepherd and a flock of sheep on the 
Azerbaijani side approximately 700 meters behind the LOC. 


Team No.2 (Azerbaijani side) 
Cease-fire violations: 


The local commander stated that the situation in this part of 
the LOC has not improved since the last Monitoring in the 
area on 12 January 

almost daily cease-fire violations 

night. Firing mainly comes from Seysulan 

Talysh 

machine guns. He added that the use of sniper fire has 
significantly increased since the beginning of the year 
especially from destroyed buildings in the village of 


Seysulan. In the past six weeks 

into the village of Kiziloba (formerly Karmiravan) deserted 

by civilians 

practice. The local commander stated that there has been no 
movement of positions 

continues to strengthen existing ones. Since the last 
Monitoring on 12 January 

have been killed on this part of the LOC 

and 22 March) 

were also reported to have been injured on this part of the 
LOC since the last Monitoring 

2 March) and in Jamelya (17 and 19 March). The local 
commander reported that the violation of the cease-fire on 17 
March in Jamelya 

more than 40 minutes. He stated that the increase in shooting 
by the NK side may have been an attempt to disrupt the 
Azerbaijani Novruz Bayram holiday. No civilian casualties 
were reported. According to the local commander this is as a 
result of the fact that civilians are too afraid to work in 

the fields. Both the Deputy Head of the Local Executive and 
the local commander stressed that regular Monitorings help to 
reduce tension on the LOC. The local commander stated that 
before Monitorings 

of the where the Monitoring is due to take place. 


Mines: No mine incidents were reported on the Azerbaijani 
side. 
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Civil Affairs 


The Deputy Head of the Local Executive reiterated that firing 
from the NK side prevents villagers from working in the 
fields situated close to the LOC. The NK side often cuts off 
the irrigation canals so that the villagers do not have 
permanent access to water. He underlined the difficult 
conditions of the civilians living in villages close to the 

LOC 

working in the fields. He stated that the four villages of 
Kapanly 

affected. The Deputy Head of the Local Executive stated that 
as a result of the increase of sniper fire 

have had to reinforce their homes. He added that the road to 
Kapanly is under continuous threat from shooting. On 12 
March 

road. He stated that although the local population are fully 
supportive of efforts to resolve the conflict peacefully 

people are also ready to take back territory by force if 
necessary. 


3. Conclusions 


The situation in this area appears mostly unchanged since the 
last Monitoring and tension remains high. The reported number 
of casualties 

fatalities is a serious cause for concern. The proximity of 

the front lines and the apparent increase in the use of 

snipers contribute to continuous tension on this part of the 
LOC. 


The fact that shots were registered immediately prior to the 
Monitoring 

the need for vigilance by the Monitoring Teams. The parties 

are requested to take all possible measures to ensure the 

safety and security of OSCE personnel. Local commanders must 
guarantee that sufficient safety and security measures are in 
place to control units in the Monitoring area and neighboring 
units. 


Normal life for the civilian population in the area continues 
to be impeded by the situation especially due to beginning of 
the spring agricultural works and locals are anxious for an 
improvement. 


ANDRZEJ KASPRZYK 
Personal Representative of the CiO 


End Text of OSCE Monitoring Report. 
GODFREY 
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58748 

58749 

U.S. supported 

effective than the cease-fire that is ostensibly already in 
place 

form the basis of further security discussions 

could offer its encouragement. The Deputy Secretary noted 
his earlier meeting on March 20 with EU Special 
Representative for Sudan Pekka Haavisto 

Salim\'s interest in going forward in this manner. 


6. (C) The Deputy Secretary commented that progress in 
Abuja would help in many respects. He noted 
divisions on the rebel side persisted 
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difficult to reach an agreement when one side continued to be 
divided. It would be important 

solution and is able to bring the GNU along 

rebel side. However 

would be in a position to negotiate. Progress by Salim would 
increase the need for rebel leaders to go to Abuja. The 
rebels and government were both part of the process. Another 
factor to consider were the tribes/clans in Darfur. Progress 
on security would have to complement reconciliation in 
Darfur. If not 

Sudanese government. 


7. (C) On AMIS 
from NATO and the EU. He had discussed the issue with NATO 
Secretary-General de Hoop Scheffer. The most likely option 


SIPDIS 

seemed to be robust planning support. Recent assessments of 
AMIS showed a shortage of personnel 

intelligence 

shortfalls. The Deputy Secretary said the U.S. was looking 

for contributions from NATO and the EU and was not 
\"theological\" on how that could be obtained. However 

would need an AU or UN. Without support from NATO and the 
EU 

who would provide forces? Who would provide additional 
funding? 


8. (C) On the UN issue 

continued opposition to a UN mission. Solana in Brussels had 
prodded Sudan Second Vice-President Taha 

BBC news footage 
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resembled soldiers and not students. Solana effectively made 
the point that attacking the UN was not sensible and that \"we 
are all members. At the Sudan Consortium Conference the 
previous day 

outrage to Taha and Salva Kiir that some were calling for the 
deaths of UN Special Representative Pronk and U.S. Charge 
Hume. We needed to push harder in explaining that this was 
completely unacceptable 

Chairman Konare seemed willing to be supportive regarding a 
UN operation 

be balanced against Khartoum\'s pressure to avoid a UN 
mission. The Deputy Secretary had received mixed reports on 
what the AU might decide on March 10. One option 
Secretary continued 


SIPDIS 

achieving successful results at Abuja and to link UN 
participation to Abuja. The Deputy Secretary noted that as 
he was leaving Brussels 

not against the UN 

that some in Khartoum were taking a harder line. 


9. (C) On the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) 
Deputy Secretary said that it was appropriate to acknowledge 
progress 

to exert pressure to build momentum. There was also a need 
to develop financial controls 

funds we provide are used. Within the CPA context 

to push on security issues as well 

progress 


10. (C) The Deputy Secretary noted his first meeting with 
Salva Kiir and the huge challenges he faced. He has proved 
to be an intelligent individual coping well with the 

pressures he faces on many sides -- from Khartoum 
(including Mrs. Garang 

considered 

done relatively well. We needed to support and strengthen 
him. It was easy to criticize him 

weaken him. The Deputy Secretary believed that Salva Kiir 
was capable of a larger role 

with the Darfur problem. Salva Kiir should also be 
associated with any progress on the Abuja talks as well. 


SUDAN: BONNECORSE 


11. (C) Bonnecorse thanked the Deputy Secretary for his 
analysis. He said the Brussels meetings had been useful and 
that there had been a good climate at the Consortium 
Conference on March 9. Concerning the AU PSC and UN issue 
Bonnecorse said that he did not believe the PSC would decide 
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on an outright \"no.\" However 

an WOK 

strong link between progress αἱ Abuja and the move to a UN 
mission 

AMIS. He said there were problems involving timing and the 
pressure the international community could bring to bear. 
Progress might be achieved in Abuja within three or four 
months 

African states 
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said it was nearing time to \"put a gun to their heads\" to 

reach agreement in Abuja. Bonnecorse also suggested the need 
for a cease-fire agreement enforced by AMIS and a framework 
agreement on power sharing and the distribution of wealth. 

This framework agreement was something that could perhaps be 
considered or implemented once the UN mission is operating. 


12. (C) Bonnecorse said that the GOF had discussed Sudan 
and the UN issue with a number of countries. He noted 
President Chirac\'s discussion with Egyptian President 
Mubarak. Chirac called a number of African heads of state 
after speaking with President Bush. The \"reasonable\" leaders 
understood the need to go to the UN. However 

the French had received was that the UN mission should not be 
composed primarily of peacekeepers from Western countries. 
He added that concerning operational planning and logistical 
support 

leadership. He advised that respecting these factors could 
make it easier to obtain support for a UN mission. 


13. (C) Bonnecorse said the EU and France did not have 
extensive influence over the rebels and encouraged the U.S. 
to use its leverage. Mentioning Salim\'s negotiations 
Bonnecorse said that the rebels should be brought together 
and encouraged to develop a common political outlook 

he said they now lacked. He repeated that France continued 
to lobby its African contacts 

AU 


14. (C) The Deputy Secretary said he agreed with 
Bonnecorse\'s analysis 

rebels were also limited. He said the U.S. would try to 
influence them. He suggested that the EU and U.S. both 
attempt to do so together. The rebels had started their 
rebellion with no political agenda. Salim\'s process could 
identify an outcome that we should persuade the rebels to 
accept. 
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15. (C) The Deputy Secretary expressed concern that the 
situation in Darfur would deteriorate. Violence could 
escalate at any point such that NGOs and the UN would have to 
leave. Calamity would ensue 

unfed and left to fend for tnemselves. He repeated the need 
to push for progress at Abuja 

the UN mission. The UN process could take time 

could complicate existing problems. The Deputy Secretary 
said that President Bush raised UN peacekeeping during his 
recent visits to India and Pakistan and that we would do so 
with the Egyptian Defense Minister during his Washington 
visit. 


16. (C) MFA A/S-equivalent for Africa Joubert said that 
regarding a UN mission in Sudan 

what its role and mandate would be. He noted Sudan\'s 
concerns about such a mission being \"too heavy.\" The Deputy 
Secretary said that he and Solana discussed this with Taha in 


SIPDIS 

Brussels. The Deputy Secretary emphasized that having a UN 
presence was in Sudan\'s interest. Khartoum would be better 
off with the UN present 

for the Darfur situation. Khartoum would no longer be held 
completely responsible. The UN mission\'s mandate could 
depend on the Abuja talks. It would be important to create 

an environment where refugees and displaced persons were 
confident they could return home safely 

being attacked by the Janjaweed or other groups. The UN 
mission presented several worries for Khartoum 

loss of sovereignty 

no progress in Abuja. The Deputy Secretary again noted that 
one challenge was to make Khartoum understand that the UN 
option was in its own interest. 


17. (C) Turning to Joubert\'s point on the UN mission\'s 
mandate 

a robust one. A lightly armed force would face the same 
difficulties as AMIS in dealing with relatively well-armed 

hostile forces. He stressed the needed for an environment 
conducive to a return home by those displaced. We would have 
to keep discussing with the Sudanese. Successful talks in 
Abuja would make this easier. 


CHAD 


18. (C) During the discussion of Sudan 
Secretary asked about Libya\'s interests. Bonnecorse said 


SIPDIS 
Libya was now engaging France in regional issues such as 
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Sudan 

with France in the region 

engaging the Libyans. The Deputy Secretary and Bonnecorse 
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then focused on Chad. Regarding the recent meeting in 

Tripoli 

trust between Chad and Sudan had not been re-established in 
Tripoli. One positive development was that support by one 

side for the other side\'s rebels had diminished somewhat. He 
said that France \"knew\" that Chad was helping Sudanese rebels 
in Darfur politically and militarily 

opposed to Deby were being helped by Sudan. He did not know 
the extent to which Sudanese help was attributable to Bashir 
himself or came from local factions. He said there were some 

7 

and that their objective was to march on Ndjamena. 

Bonnecorse said that in addition to his fears of being 

overthrown 

the \"ethnic cleansing\" taking place in Darfur and the 

possibility that it could spread to Chad. 


19. (C) The Deputy Secretary noted recent discussions 
between the French and U.S. ambassadors in Ndjamena on the 
succession issue and contingencies. He said the U.S. 
welcomed these exchanges and would like the U.S. and France 
to continue consulting on these matters. The U.S. shared 
France\'s concern over developments in Chad. We would prefer 
that Deby not be destabilized 

worried about his strength and ability to continue. Deby 
seemed to be moving forward to tne May elections 

instituted UNDP reforms. If he went forward with elections 
would there be a risk of instability? Would these elections 

be accepted? Even if elections were successfully held and he 
retained power 

election victory followed a year later by stepping down from 
power lead to a peaceful transition? These were some of the 
things that we needed consider but for which there were no 
easy answers 


20. (C) Bonnecorse agreed that discussions between the two 
ambassadors in Chad were useful and thought they should 
continue. He said it would be difficult for France to 

support the notion of Chad\'s not going forward with 

elections 

would implement some of the UNDP\'s suggested reforms and do 
something for the opposition before the elections. 

Bonnecorse noted that everyone assumed it would be \"easy\" for 
Deby to win 
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opposition united behind one candidate 

chance of winning. The opposition 

so. They will run five or six candidates 

easy for Deby to win. Bonnecorse predicted Deby would make 
some political gesture at opening up 

say whether the opposition would be receptive to such a 
gesture. When asked about Deby\'s health 

had recently received treatment at the American Hospital in 
Paris. He \"looks better 


21. (C) The Deputy Secretary asked whether holding 
elections and making overtures to the opposition risked 
encouraging instability. Joubert believed that given current 
conditions 

hand 

members of his own clan. This would create a void. Deby has 
made clear that he has always defended the rights of his 
Zaghawa ethnic group. The Deputy Secretary commented that 
elections could help identify a successor to Deby. But he 
acknowledged that there was no identifiable successor at 
present. Joubert agreed 

advising Deby to broaden his appeal and create a more 
multi-ethnic base of support. Bonnecorse agreed on the 
difficulty of identifying a successor to Deby. He lamented 

that Chad in many ways was not really a state but rather a 
collection of warlords. Despite this 

Chad has been relatively stable 

had since independence. All agreed that another 15 years of 
stability would be most welcome. 


22. (C) Bonnecorse referred to a ministerial meeting on 
March 8 in Tripoli 

involving the same countries. Foreign Ministers from Chad 
and Sudan were present. He understood that there was an 
agreement to develop concrete measures on joint border 
patrols. France had indicated that it could help with air 
monitoring 


23. (C) Discussion returned to Libya and its motives and 
objectives regarding Sudan and Chad. Bonnecorse noted the 
complex relations between the three countries 

previous attempts to create multilateral arrangements in the 
region that had not succeeded (e.g. 

patrolling). Bonnecorse referred to Qadhafi\'s megalomania 
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and desire to be the first president of the \"United States of 
Africa" 
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24. (C) The Deputy Secretary and Bonnecorse agreed on the 
need for continued consultations on Chad and the succession 
issue. 


COTE DVIVOIRE 


25. (C) Bonnecorse thanked the U.S. for its attention to 
Cote dVlvoire and its willingness to have senior-level 
participation in the International Working Group (IWG). This 
was an important signal to illustrate the seriousness of U.S. 
engagement. On the current situation 

more and more African leaders were telling the French there 
would be no solution as long as the incumbent (e.g. 

stayed in power. Bonnecorse said France also preferred a 
stronger international presence in Cote dVlvoire 

stronger UNOCI 

predicted that elections in Cote dVlvoire would not take 
place in October as scheduled. 


26. (C) The Deputy Secretary said that Banny\'s appointment 
as Prime Minister was a positive step (with which Bonnecorse 
agreed). He reiterated U.S. support for the IWG and 
indicated that Washington officials would attend some of its 
meetings 

He noted the poor security situation in the north and west 

of Cote d\'Ivoire. 


27. (C) As for strengthening UNOCI 

said France seemed to understand the U.S. desire not to risk 
destabilizing Liberia. However 

Eritrea would perhaps wind down soon 

for use in Cote dVlvoire. He understood that France would 

like more police forces rather than soldiers in Cote dVlvoire 
(which Bonnecorse confirmed). The Deputy Secretary suggested 
P-3 discussions on how to proceed in Cote dVlvoire. We 

should also work to strengthen PM Banny. 


28. (C) Bonnecorse agreed with the Deputy Secretary\'s 
analysis. France supported PM Banny as well -- \"the only 
good news we\'ve had in 3 and 1/2 years. Bonnecorse said 
that two ways to strengthen him were the IWG process and an 
enhanced UN presence to counteract the extremists in the 
Gbagbo camp. Joubert said that any new mandate put in place 
if UNOCI enlarges should allow for UN forces to exert greater 
control over Cote d\'Ivoire\'s radio and television 

broadcasting facility 

to use for propaganda purpose whenever trouble erupts. 
(COMMENT: Bonnecorse\'s suggestion that UNOCI be enhanced was 
expressed in very moderate 


BENIN 
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29. (C) Bonnecorse then raised concerns about democracy in 
Benin. He noted that the first round of elections had taken 
place on March 5 

President Kerekou had not changed the 1990 constitution and 
by its terms was not able to seek re-election. However 
Bonnecorse said that members of Kerekou\'s entourage wanted 
him to run again. Bonnecorse understood that they had a plan 
to cancel the results of the March 5 election on the basis of 
some invented subterfuge 

stay in power until \"proper\" elections could be held. 


30. (C) Bonnecorse said that if this coup happened 
international community would need to condemn it swiftly and 
strongly. Two-thirds of Benin\'s population had stated their 
desire for a change in leadership 


31. (C) The Deputy Secretary noted the recently concluded 
Millennium Challenge Account with Benin 

partly on democracy and good governance principles. He said 
the U.S. would use its MCA leverage if necessary in response 
to problems that might arise in Benin along the lines 
Bonnecorse mentioned. The two sides agreed to remain in 
contact on events in Benin. 


CHARLES TAYLOR 


32. (C) Bonnecorse said that France understood that 
Liberia\'s President Johnson-Sirleaf had met with Nigerian 
President Obasanjo within the past few days and had agreed on 
a plan to transfer Charles Taylor first to Freetown 

to the Hague 

Security Council would likely have to approve this course of 
action. 
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33. (C) The Deputy Secretary said his knowledge of the 
situation was similar to Bonnecorse\'s. Bonnecorse said 
France had \"general\" information that a member of the UNSC 
might not agree to UNSC authorization of Taylor's transfer. 
He said that the agreement so far was backed only by 
Johnson-Sirleaf and Obasanjo -- he was not aware that any 
other African leaders had taken a position. Bonnecorse said 
he hoped that the UNSC could act quickly on this matter. 
France very much wanted to avoid having Taylor spend any 
significant time in Sierra Leone 

supporters might try to free him from confinement. D Special 
Assistant Smith noted that the Dutch seemed opposed to a 
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Chapter VII UNSC resolution on Taylor; Joubert said France 
was aware of and did not support the Dutch position. 


34. (C) The Deputy Secretary agreed to study the issue 
further. He thought problems with China in the UNSC could be 
avoided 

issue was presented in a way consistent with China\'s 
interests. China had not been a problem regarding Sudan and 
the AU/UN issue 


35. (C) The meeting concluded with the Deputy Secretary 
telling Bonnecorse that he would keep in touch on the issues 
they had discussed 

noteworthy from his talks later in the day with Salim 
concerning Sudan. 


36. (U) The Deputy Secretary\'s office has cleared this 
message. 


Please visit ParisW Classified Website at: 
http://www .state.sgov.gov/p/eur/paris/index.c fm 
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lira 

arguing that its promised assistance to the their industry is 
too little 


2. (SBU) Istanbul-based business organizations have been 
increasingly critical of the Central Bank appointment process 
in recent days as it (in the words of newspapers here) has 
degenerated from \"comedy to farce. Turkish Industrialists 
and Businessmens\' Association President Omer Sabanci 
forthrightly told the daily \"Sabah\" here that the appointment 
process has been mishandled 

come up with a name that will \"give confidence both to 
domestic and foreign markets. Echoing something we have 
heard frequently in private from many contacts 

questioned why a change needed to be made at the bank. It 
had a \"very successful governor and management and this was 
accepted by everybody 

why Sureyya Serdengecti was not appointed again. Sabanci 
added a warning that the Central Bank cannot join the ranks 
of the numerous government institutions that are headed by 
Acting Chiefs 

appointment. \"The Central Bank cannot afford such interim 
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management 

us that many perceive that the government believes that it 
has achieved an economic plateau that allows it to dabble in 
politics and to fiddle with institutions like the bank. 

\"They are too unsophisticated to recognize that fine-tuning 
the economy requires daily effort 


3. (SBU) The criticism from the Istanbul establishment comes 
at a time when the GOT has been facing separate attacks from 
textile manufacturers-- who disliked Serdengecti and would be 
happy to see a loosening of the bank\'s monetary policy-- but 
who remain disappointed that the sole measure of support they 
have gained from the government to date is a VAT tax cut that 
marginally benefits domestic yarn producers 

assistance to beleaguered exporters. One Central 
Anatolian-based textile manufacturer who produces higher-end 
denim products for export told us recently that the 

criticisms have some merit. While not among those who have 
spoken out publicly 

insulated him from the effects of the lira\'s high value 

noted that the VAT cut is of little help to anyone but 

consumers 

products. Given that exporters already receive a rebate of 
whatever VAT they pay 

little consequence. 


4. (U) Disappointment with the measure led to a tense 
showdown between Prime Minister Erdogan and the head of the 
Istanbul Textile Makers Export Association (IKTIB) 

Orakcioglu 

last week. Orakcioglu claimed that the GOT had been duped by 
a few yarn producers and that the VAT cut would have little 
impact on the sector. He warned of dire consequences for the 
overall economy 

accounts for 19 billion USD in exports and employees 

millions. V'Those who tell us to give up on this sector 

cannot replace it with anything else 

pressed for an equal environment with our competitors.\" 
Ironically 

strongest critics 

believing that his exchange rate policies allowed the lira\'s 
overvaluation. 


5. (U) In his remarks at the Chamber 
criticized Orakcioglu for fear-mongering 
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not fair to argue that the Turkish economy is on the brink of 
a crisis. He defended the governments policy on textiles 


Column 3 

noting that the VAT cut was among the priorities the sector 
identified 

of the unregistered economy. We are doing what we can with 
limited resources 

rate 

provinces. \"Nobody has thanked us 

if you are still suffering 

government also secured support from two major yarn 
producers 

Konukoglu of Sanko 

regarding the importance of the VAT cut 

government's commitment to address other issues over time. 
VWe have obtained positive relations with the government 
should not spoil it 


6. (SBU) Comment: The governmentVs mishandling of the Central 
Bank appointment 

arise this week surrounding the Banking Supervision and 
Regulatory Agency (Chief Tevfik Bilgin\'s term expires on 

April 6) has unsettled both Istanbul business circles and 
markets 

of the year. As Ankara has reported (reftels) 

business unease with the Central Bank situation has been 
compounded by concern with the \"populist\" VAT rate cuts the 
government has announced 

unsettled period in IMF-GOT relations. TUSIADVs warning is a 
reminder that while big business here has tolerated the AKP 
government 

government's delivery of strong economic results. If the 
government falls short on that front 

which have never shared AKP\'s ideology 

government and make problems for it. The irony is that the 
putative beneficiaries of the largesse that has created some 
of these problems are themselves not satisfied 

to agitate against the government. The resulting uncertainty 
is a reminder that weather can change very rapidly on the 
Bosphorus 

conclusion 

above Istanbul. End Comment. 

JONES 
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indicated that 

support the imposition of sanctions 

that Russia and China would go along with this in the UN 
Security Council. Bot stated that it might not be necessary 

to isolate Iran because Iran in general wishes to maintain a 
form of international respectability and nearly half of 

Iran\'s population is under 21 years of age and has very 
different aspirations from the current government. He 
suggested that new ways to keep pressure on Iran may have to 
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be found and the EU and US would need to be tough with Iran 
if they fail in the UN Security Council. Congressman Wexler 
largely agreed with Bot 

either sideW the US and EU were working in complete concert 
on dealing with Iran\'s nuclear ambitions. 


3. (SBU) In his remarks during a discussion on US and EU 
policies towards Iran and Hamas at the Center for 
Information and Documentation on Israel (CIDI) on March 22 
MP H.J. Ormel 

Christian Democratic Alliance (CDA) party 

comments about Iran. Ormel said that Iran is a \"nice 
country 

ayatollahs.\" He suggested that the West should find a way 
to directly engage the Iranian people because if it isolated 
Iran 

also stated that a pre-emptive strike would be a bad idea 
but that if Iran does obtain nuclear weapons 

consider taking military action in response. Wexler again 
agreed with his Dutch counterpart 

not rule out military action. 


Hamas and Israel 


4. (SBU) On Hamasvs victory in the Palestinian elections 

Bot stated that the Dutch had no direct dealings with Hamas 
or their representatives. Bot added that Hamas needed to 
take certain steps (recognition of Israel 

terrorism 

obligations) before the Dutch would even consider dealing 
with them in the future 

the EU to engage with Hamas. That did not mean that Hamas 
might not eventually be dealt with 

the PLO 20 years ago was \"worse than Hamas is\" right now. 
Bot raised concern over how to deal with Hamas 
representatives at international organizations 

advocated for developing a unified approach. Bot and Wexler 
agreed that the most pressing challenge was to figure out 

how to continue assisting the Palestinian people without 
providing any money to Hamas. Bot expressed concern that if 
aid budgeted to build water and power plants were suddenly 
cut off 

assistance 


5. (SBU) Bot also indicated skepticism about Israeli PM 
Olmert\'s proposed unilateral approach to setting IsraelVs 
borders. Bot felt that it would be difficult to obtain 

broad support for such an agreement 

Palestinians did not have an interest in complying 

be hard to implement. Statements by Olmert that indicated 
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that a unilateral plan would be a first step in the road map 
encouraged Bot 

hard time implementing a unilateral agreement with its 
neighbors in the long run. Nonetheless 
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stated that the entire peace process hinged on Olmert 
winning the March 28 parliamentary elections. Wexler went 
on to say that 

would lobby the USG for support of his unilateral road map 
and then work with the US to sell it to other countries. 


6. (SBU) In his remarks at CIDI 

lobbied the Dutch Parliament to label Hamas a terrorist 
organization 

raised some different concerns. Ormel stated that Dutch 
public opinion is not very favorable towards Israel 

that if there were a humanitarian crisis in Palestine 
support for Israel would drop even lower. Ormel further 
stated that Hamas campaigned effectively by trying to 
address issues that worry everyone - schools 

jobs 

distrust. Wexler rebutted that no differentiation should be 
made between honest and corrupt terrorists. Ormel went on 
to say that Hamas is not a threat to Israel because \"it 
can\'t make a fist" The real threat posed by Hamas is a 
broader one: that it is a fundamentalist party. 


7. (SBU) Given the NetherlandsY long history with Indonesia 
Congressman Wexler asked Bot for his advice on how best to 
engage Indonesia. Wexler mentioned to Bot that he nominated 
President Yudhoyono for the Nobel Peace Prize and jokingly 
asked Bot to write a letter supporting his nomination. Bot 
who was born in Indonesia and visits Indonesia at least once 
a year 

largest Muslim country in the world. Characterizing 

Indonesia as stable 

Indonesia could become a regional counterweight to China 
India and Pakistan. He said that the country first had some 
internal housekeeping to take care of and that it was very 
important for the army to modernize 

Vlikeable and trustworthy" former general as president 
should help accomplish both of those challenges. 


Bot Asks Wexler About Iraq 
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8. (SBU) Bot asked Wexler about Congress\'s long-term plans 
regarding Iraq. Wexler replied that the HIRC had not held a 
hearing on Iraq since May 2004 

Congressional action for the US to \"get out tomorrow.\" Bot 
reported that he had been called before Parliament the day 
before about Iraq and was asked whether civil war had 

started there. Bot said that he replied 

it depends on what one calls civil war.\" Bot said that 

people in the north and south of Iraq were doing much better 
and would likely have little reason to start a civil war. 

He added that the Sunnis would undoubtedly lose to the north 
and south and therefore wouldn\'t have much reason to start a 
civil war. Mentioning that 1400 Dutch troops had served for 
almost two years in Iraq 

would have terrible consequences. 


Muslim Outreach 


9. (SBU) In Amsterdam 

Ahmed Aboutaleb 

recent local elections and one of the Embassy\'s best 

contacts in our Muslim outreach programs. Aboutaleb told 
Wexler about his work with Amsterdam\'s mayor to promote open 
dialogue among different religious and ethic communities 

within Amsterdam. He also discussed a course he developed 

to integrate the Middle East peace process into secondary 
education. Aboutaleb said that the course 

class trip to Auschwitz 

Amsterdam\'s schools and was developed to promote dialogue 
between young adults who had essentially heard only their 
parents\' perspectives on the Middle East before starting the 
class. Aboutaleb went on to express frustration with Prime 
Minister Balkenende over his slow response to the murder of 
filmmaker Theo van Gogh and blamed Balkenende\'s government 
for setting a negative climate regarding integration. 

Aboutaleb said that the national government needs to 
\"differentiate between extremist and mainstream Muslim 

parties. Diversity should lead to chances 
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Wexler later met with district council member Fatima Elatik 
who showed Wexler some of the community centers she has 
developed in a largely immigrant sector of Amsterdam to help 
young and old immigrants integrate into Dutch society. 


Arnall 
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Christian Ganczarski case and the conclusion of the ex-GTMO 
detainees investigation. End summary. 


2. (S) Ricard described his new position at the Ministry of 
Defense as advisor on military jurisprudence and informal 
advisor on C/T matters to Defense Minister Alliot-Marie 
the title of Wmagistrate general. He also plans on 
continuing in an informal advisory role with the terrorism 
section of the Paris Prosecutor\'s office. Ricard said it was 
possible he would return in two to three years to take 
Bruguiere\'s position. Leaving for a higher-level position 
as is the case for his new job at the Ministry of Defense 

a prerequisite to being eligible for Bruguiere\'s job. 


3. (S) When asked whether his replacement would be one of the 
recently hired terrorism investigating judges 

no. His replacement would likely be someone more senior who 
already has the confidence of the DST 

intelligence agencies. Ricard explained that the specificity 

of a veteran terrorism judge like himself or Bruguiere is 

that they are shown all manner of raw intelligence 

which can never be included in judicial investigations. 

Being trusted by the intelligence agencies with this type of 
information is a slow process 

he said it was only after five years as a terrorism 

investigating judge that the intelligence agencies allowed 

him to see the full scope of raw intelligence. Of all the 
terrorism investigating judges in the Paris Prosecutor\'s 

office 

Ricard. Relationships within the French intelligence and C/T 
world evolve slowly. 


4. (S) Ricard confirmed that Bruguiere was seeking a position 
in a future Sarkozy administration 

Interior or deputy Minister of Interior. Traditionally 

positions are given to elected officials (with the notable 
exception of current PM Villepin) 

will likely run as a UMP candidate for deputy in the third 
district of Lot-et-Garonne (southwest France) in the June 
2007 legislative elections (ref B). 


5. (S) Ricard said the open-ended dossier on V'jihadists to 
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IraqV' continued to dominate the workload of the terrorism 
investigating judges. Within the dossier are four separate 
investigations 

fighting \"jinad\" in Iraq continues. Recently 

had questioned a suspect in one of the investigations who had 
converted to Islam in prison 

focused on leaving for Iraq. Iraq has begun to overshadow 
the Israel-Palestinian conflict as the obsession for many 
Muslim prisoners 


6. (S) Ricard confirmed that the investigation of the six 
ex-GTMO detainees was finished 

likely charge all of them with \"terrorism conspiracy.\" 
Although the maximum prison term is ten years 

believe that any of the six would be given the maximum. The 
investigating judges had successfully kept the Guantanamo 
issue out of the actual case files 

impossible for the judges issuing the sentences not to take 
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into account the detainees\' previous imprisonment at 
Guantanamo 

detainees - Khaled Ben Mustafa and Redouane Khalid - to be 
serious threats. Ricard added that he and Bruguiere had 
fought to keep Ben Mustafa and Khalid imprisoned 

length of their pretrial detention 

detention at Guantanamo 

detention\" judge to release them on bail. The trial of the 

six ex-GTMO detainees should begin in mid-May 

Only one detainee 


7. (S) German convert Christian Ganczarski and Moroccan 
national Karim Mehdi were arrested in 2003 and since then 
have been in French custody under suspicion of having ties 
with al-Qaeda. Their investigation continues 

said he is convinced that Ganczarski was aware of the 
planning for the 9/11 attacks. He mentioned a video he had 
seen showing Osama bin Laden lecturing 

to bin Laden in the front row and Mohammed Atta 

9/11 hijackers 

atall 
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SS general 


8. (S) In other updates 

relationships recently had become strained between Tunisia 
and France. The strain originated on the Tunisian side 
Ricard 

calculations. (Comment: Since a FM Douste-Blazy visit to 
Tunis last fall 

rights in Tunisia 

End comment.) Regarding the Moroccan terrorist group GICM 
Ricard said investigations into a GICM cell discovered in 
2005 were wrapping up 

to trial in September. Finally 

signs that small terrorist groups made up of individuals from 
North Africa are quietly using Libya as a training base 
Ricard. He speculated that the Libyan intelligence services 
are generally aware of this and working to disrupt them 

said it would likely be difficult to do so given that the 

groups are very small. 


9. (U) Tripoli minimize considered. 
Please visit ParisY Classified Website at: 
http://www .state.sgov.gov/p/eur/paris/index.c fm 


Stapleton 
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paranoid 

by agreeing with Polcouns that continued coordination between 
the U.S. and the GOI could advance our mutual interest in 
democratic reforms in Burma. End Summary. 


Kalam Raises Democratic Reforms 


2. (C) In a March 30 conversation with PolCouns and Poloff 
Mohan Kumar 

Maldives 

need for democratic reforms with Burma\'s General Than Shwe 
behind closed doors twice during his visit (Ref A). The 

first time 

his own 

Point Roadmap and the National Convention process. Without 
mentioning Aung Sang Suu Kyi (ASSK) 

process needed to be more inclusive and broad-based 
according to Kumar 
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ASSK and her National League for Democracy. The President 
told Shwe that if he wants Indian support in the 

international arena to continue 

our job easier 

democratic reforms. Kalam raised the issue again in Kumar\'s 
presence as the GOI delegation was leaving 

ASSK is very well respected and admired in India. He 
reminded Shwe that just a few years ago 

to ASSK as his daughter and implored him to release her. 
According to Kumar 

would get back to him. Emphasizing that Kalam is an 
independent operator who speaks his mind 

these were unscripted interventions that reflected the 
sentiments of average Indians. 


GOI Happy to Work with US 


3. (C) Kumar acknowledged the importance of continuing to 
push the Burmese regime toward democracy and 

PolCouns 

cop 

hook." However 

to critique U.S. policy 

instruments!" like sanctions were very effective. PolCouns 
cited recent actions by Japan and ASEAN to underline that the 
U.S. was hardly acting alone in our toughened approach. 
Kumar told PolCouns his sense was that \"these guys become 
more hardline\" when you push them. Kumar reported that Shwe 
told Kalam that \"Western interference is not going to hasten 
the process. Kumar responded positively to PolCouns\'s 
comment that Burma is a high priority for Washington 
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that \"you can rely on India to convey your message. He 
added that India is a more reliable partner than China in 
Burma due to Kalam\'s ability to convey a difficult message to 
General Shwe 

man\" (Refs B and C). 


Comment: GOI Taking a \"Nuanced Approach" 


4. (C) While Mohan Kumar\'s comments underscore the GOIVs 
continued balancing act in Burma 

closed-door commitment to democratic reforms are encouraging 
iftrue. In particular 

willingness to deliver hard messages privately 
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desire to work with the U.S. on Burma can be useful tools. 

We will continue to engage with the Indian MEA on ways to 
publicly and privately encourage democratic reforms in Burma. 


5. (U) Visit New Delhi\'s Classified Website: 
(http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/sa/newdelhi/) 
MULFORD 
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BALANCE" OF IRAQ STABILITY 
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CLASSIFIED BY: Cameron Munter 
Reconstruction Team Ninewa 
REASON: 1.4 (a) 


1. (C) According to the Western Ninewa director of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 

\"hangs in the balance. Ethnic tensions and the flow of 
terrorism from Iraq\'s neighbors are all contributing to a 
potentially combustible situation 

with its predominantly Shia and Sunni Turkoman 

if Iraqi President Talabani and U.S. Ambassador Khalilzad did 
not personally intervene. Khokhe asks that U.S. and Coalition 
Forces not draw down since insurgents led by former Baathists 
and Osama bin Laden are waiting to \"take over\" the country. If 
problems could be corrected in Ninewa 

positive impact on the rest of the country. Khokhe believes 
however 


2. (SBU) PRT PolOff met with Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
Western Ninewa Director Mustafa Khokhe in Mosul on March 27. 


3. (C) After spending the past four months for the PUK in 
western Ninewa 

real center of problems in Iraq. Terrorists -- mainly from 
Saudi Arabia 

across Ninewa\'s border with Syria 
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that the border patrol was weak on both sides 

Iraq has had to combat years of smuggling rings that have not 
ceased since the fall of the former regime. \"The same people 
are in charge 

Yawar family (relatives of Vice President Sheikh Ghazi Al Yawar) 
of being behind the organized movement of contraband. During 
the former regime 

free reign in the area 

problem would be \"very complicated.\" The solution 

Khokhe 

Iraqi Army (IA). 


4. (C) Problems at the border paled in comparison with what he 
claimed were the dire state of affairs in Tal Afar. \"There are 
still areas not under Coalition 

he said. The reason why the dilemma in Tal Afar was more 
complex was the predominance of Turkoman there 

Sunni and Shia factions. Also complicating matters was the 
presence of the Badr Army 

intelligence. The situation was \"so tight and divisive\" that he 
believed it called for the direct intervention of Iraqi 

President Jalal Talabani and U.S. Ambassador Khalilzad 

\"The top leaders need to be involved 

they understand Islam and can sit down with the tribal leaders.\" 
According to Khokhe 

treaties were brought about by an intervening party that 
conducted a series of meetings over dinner 

exchanged to settle past scores. He claimed this process was 
\"very successful" in the past. Talabani and Khalilzad were 
needed because 

[the warring sides] together." The tribes in question were 
members of the Shia 


5. (C) Mosul 

Baathists who were reluctant to let go of the city after the 

fall of the regime 

terrorists in the city. Khokhe said the governor\'s public 
comments about Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) being in control in 
the city were false. More Peshmerga and CF were needed to 
secure the western side of Mosul 

served as a \"pathway\" for terrorists to enter the city. 
Speaking on Iraqi Kurdistan 

government also had operatives or double agents in the Kurdish 
ranks that did not want to see a viable and strong Kurdistan. 
The Syrians were intimately involved 

a protected Kurdish area would affect internal policies within 
their own country. \"This area will be the center of conflict 

for the next 100 years 

attempts to build a state in the Middle East. \"It will cause 
regional problems in the future 
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6. (C) Correcting these issues was of utmost importance to 
Khokhe because he believed if Ninewa contained the terrorist 
threat it would have a great impact on the situation in Iraq. 

The current situation in Tal Afar was \"fertile ground for 

terror.\" Baathists were paranoid because they were seeing their 
grip on power \"slipping away.\" And more importantly 

doing everything within its power to thwart all U.S. efforts at 
democracy in Iraq because it was a real threat to that country\'s 
leadership. Khokhe suggested that job opportunities be created 
with the ISF to make the forces more representative and allow 
for local buy-in from the people. \"They would feel they have 
something at stake in the future of Iraq 

they would be tied into the process.\" Good people from all 
walks of life wanted to help but were discouraged by threats 
intimidation 


7. (C) Khokhe pointedly asked that U.S. and CF forces \"never be 
withdrawn\" because he claimed the terrorists 

Laden 

U.S. departed. He said recent elections in Palestine where 
Hammas took control 

Turkey were all Winterconnected.W Iraq waited in the balance 
he said 

foolish.\" An Iraq controlled by terrorists 

a Vbig threat on the global level." The GOI was nothing more 
than Vink on paper 

\"corruption and bribes 

bordered Iraq on one side and Iranian Shia on the other 

both were \"united against\" the U.S. 

it was up to the U.S. to take the lead to correct the issue. 


8. (C) KhokheVs words paint a very bleak picture of the state 

of stability in Ninewa and the country. He is not the PUK\'s 

most authoritative voice 

has spent the better part of the last four months in Sinjar 

Afar 

span across ethnic and religious divides 

credible and accurate. His request that U.S. and CF forces not 
be drawn down anytime soon reflects Kurdish concern if they are 
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left to fend for themselves. In previous conversations 

has repeatedly expressed apprehension over this issue 
especially since as he noted before 

neighbors would not prefer to see a Kurdish state -- whether 
part of Iraq or independent -- in the future. Our view is less 
apocalyptic than Khokhe\'s 

other sources familiar with the borderlands. 

MUNTER 
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detailed his most recent interrogation with SARG authorities 
during which time he was given a two-month ban on speaking 
with the press. He also commented on recent Syria-related 
events 

the National Salvation Front in Brussels 

discussing his own future political plans. He also called on 
the USG to work more closely together with the EU on human 
rights issues. END SUMMARY. 


2. (C) SEIF NOT APPLYING FOR MEPI FUNDING THIS CYCLE 
LONG-TERM INTEREST IN ASSISTANCE: Key opposition figure Riad 
Seif met with Poloff in his office on March 26. During 

discussions 

pursuing ΜΕΡΙ funding 

behalf. Seif also made clear that he is still interested in 

USG funding in the mid- to long-term 

support and at the right time. \"We have time to discuss 

this 

the right time. He also raised again the fact that many of 

his fellow opposition figures are in dire financial straits. 

Fellow ex-Damascus Spring detainee Walid al-Bunni 

example 

noted that he himself is receiving approximately $2000 

monthly from his relatives 

come under recent security scrutiny regarding this support.) 


3. (C) SECURITY CHIEF PLACES TWO-MONTH BAN ON PRESS WORK: 
Seif also detailed his most recent interrogation by SARG 
security officials on March 23. He noted that during the 
interrogation 

General Intelligence Directorate (GID) State Security 
Internal Branch (Branch 251) 

longer cares about the opinion of the international 
community 

and assuring the regime\'s survival. Kheirbek told him to 
make no statements to the press until the new party law had 
been presented. Seif told Kheirbek that the new party law 
should only take two months so he agreed to be silent for 
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that period 

decrease their 24-7 surveillance of him (including following 
him to restaurants 

contact with diplomats 

tried to apply pressure to stop meeting with diplomats. Seif 
refused this outright 

individual 

whomever he wanted. He also presented Poloff with a copy of 
a letter addressed to members of the European Parliament 
detailing his recent problems with security services. 


4. (C) STATE OF ΤΗΕ SARG: NERVOUS AFTER BRAMMERTZ 
SHOULD NOT BE WORRIED ABOUT NSF: According to Seif 
has been acting very nervous of late \"as if they\'re expecting 
something unusual.\" Seif attributed this nervousness to the 
most recent Brammertz report 

revealing everything and V'waiting for the right time." 

Brammertz is going slowly 

everything." Seif speculated that President Bashar al-Asad 
himself could be accused. (For more reaction on the Brammertz 
report 


5. (C) On the other hand 

not be worried about the new National Salvation Front (NSF) 
recently formed in Brussels (ref B). Former Vice President 
Abdulhalim Khaddam 

coalition 

Bayanouni 

said Seif. If Khaddam tries to lead the opposition 
movement will be unsuccessful as it would lack credibility. 
The MB 

is not at present a major organized political force in Syria. 
The MB 

pro-regime) Syrian Islamist establishment. 


6. (C) SEIFVS FUTURE PLANS: Seif plans to use the next two 
months to prepare for the launch of his party and to develop 

a party platform. He will be ready to announce it at V'the 

right time\" in about 6-8 weeks. The founding group will be 
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more exclusive than originally planned 

12-15 people. When asked about the role of external actors 
in opposition politics 

the internal opposition until the party is firmly 

established. This means no cooperation or partnership with 
the foreign opposition or foreign countries. He returned to 

his theme of wanting to form a bona fide establishment versus 
having a one-man show 
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central figure in the opposition continues to put him in 
danger. Forming a \"real party\" would provide \"real 
protection\" for himself. 


7. (C) COMMENTS ON USG STATEMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION 
Seif noted that the street is very anti-American at the 

moment 

human rights situation in Syria was nonetheless a good thing. 
He noted that he continues to research and speak about the 
positive situation of Muslims in the U.S. 

counteract SARG propaganda that the U.S. is anti-Islam. 
(NOTE: Post is working with SeifYs office to provide him with 
articles and materials about the Muslim community in the U.S. 
END NOTE.) He encouraged the USG to issue joint statements 
with the EU 

their governments will start pushing the SARG hard on human 
rights issues within the next two weeks. He noted that the 
SARG still feels it has business connections with the EU 

with the USG there is \"no hope.\" 


8. (C) COMMENT: The relentless pressure and threats on Seif 
and his family since his release seem finally to be having 

their expected impact for the SARG 

profile to the point of near-zero visibility. While he seems 
relatively confident that the SARG will come forward with a 
political parties law in the next two months 

sanguine and wonder whether he will suffer under a much more 
extended press ban than what he believes he has agreed to. 
His point that forming a political party will help shield him 

from SARG repression also seems debatable. Seif is more 
persuasive when he points to Khaddam\'s lack of political 
support inside Syria 

although some of the savviest among them refuse to dismiss 
Khaddam completely as an embittered has-been with no 
political future in Syria. SeifVs case illuminates just how 
difficult it is for a potentially influential opposition 

figure to make any significant organizational or media move 
to increase that influence without arousing immediate 
repressive action by the SARG 

to family members. Given those dynamics 

how the internal (secular) opposition will ever be able to 

pose much of a challenge to the regime. Islamist and Kurdish 
leaders have potential \"street\" power behind them that the 
secular forces lack. Seif has the potential to make inroads 
among these groups 

subjected him to such intense pressure since it released him. 


SECHE 
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or Basque nationalist left 
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approximately 150 
population of 2.1 million 
play a spoiler 


3. (U) ETA\'s military capacity has been in steady decline 
since 1990 

The combination of Spanish/French police pressure and the 
exclusion of ETA front group Batasuna from the political 
system (because of its refusal to renounce terrorism) had 
greatly weakened ETA by 2004. Most police observers believe 
that fewer than 150 ETA terrorists remain at large 

more than 500 are being held in Spanish and French jails. 
The March 2004 Madrid train attacks added complications for 
ETA in the form of increased public intolerance of political 
violence 


4. (U) The Socialist (PSOE) victory in 2004 also led to 

greatly improved relations between the central government and 
moderate Basque political parties 

Basque nationalists. Zapatero hinted 

would be open to a greater political role for ETA front 

groups if the organization abandoned the armed struggle 
important signal in advance of key municipal elections coming 
up in 2007. Sensing the shift in its political and military 
environment 

2004 to suggest exploratory discussions. 


//MULTIPLE CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION// 


5. (U) While the small circle of Zapatero advisers who manage 
the ETA peace process have refused to discuss details 
reports indicate that Zapatero responded positively to ETA\'s 
soundings 

led to the March 22 cease fire announcement. It appears that 
those discussions were undertaken through intermediaries in 
different locations 

summer of 2005 

confidence building measures rather than to formally resolve 
specific issues. 


6. (U) At the international level 

an important role in convincing ETA to announce a cease fire 
and express support for a political solution to the conflict. 
Specifically 

have been identified as Sinn Fein \"advisers\" to ETA 

they allegedly took on at the request of Batasuna. According 
to the daily \"El Mundo 

leader Gerry Adams 

UK governments 

Mitchell Reiss and former President Clinton 
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of the talks. According to Spanish daily \"El Periodico 

Spanish government sources report that former President 
Clinton contacted Zapatero to offer to act as a mediator in 

ETA discussions; the press report said Zapatero was very 
interested in involving a \"U.S. Democrat with international 
prestige\" in the peace talks. COMMENT: The Embassy has not 
received any such indications from the Spanish government. 
END COMMENT. 


7. (U) While these international contacts were important in 
bringing ETA along 

with a set of conversations between the Basque branch of the 
Spanish Socialist Party and Batasuna leader Arnaldo Otegi in 
early 2004. Through these discussions (which will be 
reviewed extensively in a separate cable) 

government signaled its willingness to negotiate with radical 
Basques 

activities. Batasuna and Basque Socialist leaders agreed 
during these talks that ETA would leave political issues to 

be handled by \"abertzale\" (Basque leftist) political parties 
while ETA would only address issues related to weapons and 
ETA prisoners. Under these terms 

fire 

certainly 

Batasuna would have time to negotiate its participation in 

the 2007 Basque municipal elections. 


//PARSING THE CEASE FIRE// 


8. (U) Spanish experts and media pored over the March 22 
cease fire announcement to compare it with previous truce 
delcarations. The most critical element in the 2006 ETA 
document in comparison with previous delarations is the 
absence of an explicit demand for Basque self-determination 
ETA\'s central ambition throughout its history. The short ETA 
statement appears to have been drafted to fit the resolution 
approved by Spain\'s Congress in May 2005 

ETA\'s abandonment of the armed struggle as a pre-condition 
for government negotiations with ETA. Skeptics point out 
that the ETA statement neither expressed regret for ETA\'s use 
of terrorist methods nor repudiated tactics such as extortion 
and \"kale borroka 

violence) 

truces. It is vague in that respect and could leave the door 
open for ETA to continue to use these methods. 


9. (U) Zapatero is expected to delay responding to ETA for at 
least two months to allow the government to determine whether 
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ETA is complying with its cease fire. In an important 
clarification 

Vega indicated that the government viewed both the cessation 
of ETA street violence and the halt of ETA extortion of 
Basque businesses as part of the cease fire. 


//A POLITICAL COUP FOR ZAPATERO// 


10. (SBU) While there is far to go in achieving a definitive 

end to the ETA problem 

constitutes a resounding political victory for Zapatero. The 
cease fire not only vindicated Zapatero\'s pursuit of a 
negotiated solution to the conflict 

opposition accusations that he was weak on terrorism. The 
result was an immediate jump in Zapatero\'s approval ratings 
and a surge in confidence within the Socialist Party 

until the ETA announcement was barely one point ahead of the 
PP in the polls. Rafael Estrella 

in the Parliamentary Foreign Affairs Commission 

and Political Counselor on March 22 that the ETA announcement 
virtually guaranteed a political victory for the Socialist 

Party in the 2008 general elections. Less partisan observers 
have echoed this analysis. 


11. (U) Zapatero has moved swiftly to consolidate his 
advantage. After dramatically expressing his \"full 
confidence" in the PP to work responsibly with his government 
in managing the ETA peace process 

Party (PP) leader Mariano Rajoy on March 28 to seal the 
bargain. The PP grudgingly agreed to support the 
governments initiative 

significant backlash if the party were perceived as blocking 
an opportunity to bring an end to ETA violence. In order to 
obtain full political cover 

political parties to seek their support and is expected to 
eventually ask the Parliament for authorization to start 
official talks with ETA. 


//COMMENT// 


12. (SBU) It may be early for the PSOE to forecast victory in 
the 2008 elections 
a very strong position and well situated to direct events to 
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PSOE\'s advantage. Many observers expect Zapatero to delay 
any definitive solution regarding ETAVs status and Basque 
autonomy until after the 2008 elections rather than risking a 
bruising political fight on these issues before electoral 
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victory is assured. Zapatero could suffer if his handling of 
ETA is viewed as insensitive to the victims of terrorism 

his caution and pursuit of broad political backing for his 
approach to ETA will shield him to some degree. A more 
controversial point will be the political \"reinsertion\" of 
ETA-affiliated groups 

and yet anathema to the PP and to conservative voters. At 
this point 

new Basque nationalist party rather than the \"legalization\" 
of Batasuna 

and is associated by the public with its defense of ETA 
terrorism. 

AGUIRRE 
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Center was located downtown and was a hub of student 
activity. Entertainment at the event was provided by 

Embassy Poloff Brennan Gilmore 

American songs of all genres to the delight of the Tunisian 
audience gathered around him. This event was announced by 
two daily newspapers and covered by a third weekly paper 
reaching over 110 


Good Start 

4. Since its inauguration 

open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

a small but steady stream of daily visitors 

are students at AMIDEAST but others who are simply 
interested passers-by. The Director of the Corner 

instituted a biweekly American film showing which revives an 
old 

American Center was located in downtown Tunis. The 
Director 

over the past two months 

Blues by the Embassy Medical Officer 

Tunisian poet who writes in English 

visiting NASA scientist Dr. Joe Davila (reftel). The 
attendance varied widely 

program with the American scientist. There are currently 
two American AISEC (an international exchange organization) 
interns helping to staff the American Corner and to assist 
with programming 

insight into America to the visitors to the Corner. 


Looking Ahead 

5. The American Corner provides a new and exciting program 
platform for the Embassy 

closer to the heart of Tunis. In this regard 

designing a series of programs in the month of April 
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include an extensive American Studies series 
advertising the American Corner and attracting a wide 


variety of audiences. Thanks to an ongoing State 
Partnership between the state of Wyoming and Tunisia 
also recently made contact with the Wyoming State Library 
who is interested in partnering with the American Corner in 
Tunis. The PA section is currently collecting books from 
departing FSO\'s so that we can begin a lending library - 
this will serve both as a means of funding for the American 
Corner as well as an additional attraction to perspective 
clients. We will continue to develop this first project as 

we begin to search for partners for a second Corner in 
Tunisia. 

HUDSON 
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town 

550-600 Kosovo Serbs live. In May 2004 former Prime Minister 
Bajram Rexhepi also visited Rahovec during a similar outreach 
program to build confidence with minorities (Reftel). 


3. (SBU) Ethnic-Serb Rahovec deputy mayor Ljubisa Djuricic 
told PoIFSN on March 28 that he was encouraged by Sejdiu\'s 
flexibility and his willingness to accept the use of the 

Cyrillic alphabet on road signs in Serb-inhabited areas of 
Rahovec. He said that in response to a Kosovo Serb request 
for assistance in locating pre-war employment documents 
Sejdiu agreed to serve as a mediator with the now privatized 
former socially owned enterprises (SOEVs) which the Serbs 
believe can access those documents in their archives. 
Djuricic said that the Kosovo Serbs lost their documents when 
they fled their homes in 1999 

their eligibility for former Yugoslavia state pensions 
administered by Belgrade. 


4. (SBU) Dragash deputy mayor Sabidin Cufta told PoIFSN that 
he was satisfied with Sejdiu\'s March 23 visit 

Kosovo Albanians 

public meeting. In addition to discussing standards 
implementation 

relations 

infrastructure and roads that they say are needed to promote 
economic development and access to education. (NOTE. Cufta 
approached USOP on March 3 to request assistance with a road 
infrastructure project 

assistance from UNMIK 

unsuccessful. END NOTE). 


5. (SBU) Sejdiu\'s advisor Samet Dalipi told PoIFSN on March 
29 that Sejdiu plans to engage in further outreach to 
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minorities in the coming weeks. He said that Sejdiu plans to 
visit Shtime and Lipljan on one trip (with Roma and Serb 
populations respectively) 

municipality of Hani | Elezit on another. 


6. (SBU) COMMENT. President Sejdiu\'s first visits to 

minority communities were a success. Kosovo Serbs have long 
said that Kosovo Albanian leaders need to do more to reach 
out to them publicly and to set an example for ordinary 

Kosovo Albanian citizens that it is acceptable and even 
encouraged to engage with Kosovo Serbs and welcome them into 
Kosovo society. Follow-up efforts by the president 

example in facilitating access to SOE records as requested 
would reinforce the message that minorities really are 

welcome in Kosovo 

are responsive to their needs. END COMMENT. 


7. (U) Post clears this message in its entirety for release 
to Special Envoy Ahtisaari. 
GOLDBERG 
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population from jobs and its community programs. Nearby 
major city Erzurum hopes to benefit more from development as 
an energy transit cross-roads 

leave it very dependent on state support. End Summary. 


2. (SBU) Energy Officer visited BTC Pump Station Number 3 
(PT3) near Erzincan 

astir with arrival of first oil only a few days before on 

March 20 (substantially on current schedule for first tanker 
load at Ceyhan on May 27). BOTAS Station Manager Murat 
Erkan took Energy Officer through the \"red zone\" (pumping 
piping 

procedures now that the facility had gone \"live\". He 
showed the two newly arrived \"pigs\" (pipeline testing units) 
that had preceded the first oil 

wear and tear were evidenced after the journey from PT2. 
Hot testing of the relief facilities 

etc was underway with a target of sending oil onwards on 
April 4. He said operation of Pump Stations 1 and 3 would 
be adequate for initial levels of BTC pipeline oil flow. 


3. (SBU) The PT3 manager insisted that relations were good 
between BOTAS (prime contractor) and the BTC consortium 
(owner 

disputed cost over-runs between BTC and BOTAS 
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contact called Energy Officer during his visit and 

complained about BP leaking confidential negotiations to USG 
officials. He expressed hope for reaching an agreement 

noted that BOTAS was preparing for potential international 
arbitration on covering $334 million in cost overages 

related to delays and (what BOTAS argues are) scope changes 
(Ref). 


4. (SBU) Energy Officer was impressed with visible security 
and safety at the PT3 site. The mountain-top station was 
surrounded by watch-towers 

inner fence securing the red zone. Unlike at PT1 
gendarmerie station was not adjacent to the station 
gendarmerie had established its camp at a nearby village. 


5. (SBU) Erzurum (Eastern Turkey\'s nearby regional center) 
officials and interlocutors were uniformly positive about 

BTC 

value of transit to Erzurum and Turkey. Officials and 
university professors were unanimous in recognizing that BTC 
brought significant present and future benefits in fees 

regional linkages 

PT3 has brought significant construction employment 

schools 

villagers. Many Erzurum trades-people confused BTC with the 
municipal natural gas distribution project 

Turkish Palen Company. Chamber of Commerce President 
Muammer Cindiller told Energy Officer that although the 
connections to natural gas were behind schedule 

already improvement in the vexing problem of pollution as 
gas replaces the imported dirty Russian coal. He admitted 
that people readily accepted gas for cooking 

worried about price of gas for heating. 


6. (SBU) Deputy Mayor Eyup Tavlasoglu noted that people 
supported the arrival of BTC 

consortium to meet all their raised expectations for jobs 
and benefits. Officials were also optimistic about the 
connection of the South Caucasus (gas) Pipeline to the 
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Turkish grid at Erzurum (also the connection for the spur 
from Iran) 

energy cross-roads. The Chamber President advocated the 
idea of a refinery in Erzurum which could use BTC oil and 
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serve eastern Turkey (Energy Officer politely pointed out 
that the consortium would probably not be interested in that 
business investment). 


7. (SBU) Officials lamented Erzurum\'s natural challenges: a 
long 

Turkey\'s east 

Erzurum 

establish investment feasibility. The Chamber President 
listed ErzurumVs main endowments as the 40 

Ataturk University 

suspected avian influenza cases in January 

was one confirmed case) 

hospitals. University officials were hopeful that Erzurum 
could gain a future Winter Universiades competition 
leveraging the proximate 

for state support to increase skating facilities. The 
University Hospital avian influenza expert advocated outside 
support to establish a testing lab in Erzurum. All 

officials touted Erzurum\'s ski center 

from the city 


8. (SBU) All Erzurum interlocutors were unanimously 
insistent that there was not significant Iranian influence 

in Erzurum. The Deputy Mayor pointed out that the Iranian 
Consulate (only diplomatic representation in the city) was 
opened during the time of the Shah when there was more 
bilateral commerce and Iranian tourists. All officials said 
the consulate was now low profile and barely open. In 
response to Energy Officer\'s observation of a minority of 
older women clad in apparent chador-burka style full body 
covering garb 

related to Iran; rather 

traditional \"ehram\" attire 

(but only used by women). All officials emphasized the big 
cultural and religious differences between Sunni Erzurm and 
Shia Iran that militate against Iran having significant 
influence. 
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9. (SBU) Energy Officer addressed a standing room crowd of 
about 250 students from a variety of departments at Ataturk 
University on \"East-West Energy Corridor; Erzurum Connects 
to the Global Economy\". Students asked tough questions that 
indicated great skepticism about U.S. policy in Iraq and the 
Middle East and with respect to Iran. Students in Erzurum 
appear to have the same concerns on these issues exhibited 
elsewhere in Turkey. 
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of seeing terrorists released by \"cowardly judges\" or \"corrupt 
military and police officials. Corruption and cowardice aside 
problems now tend to be centered on poor communication and 
coordination among the Iraqi judiciary and the security forces. 
The impetus for the Ninewa Criminal Justice Committee (NCJC) is 
to serve as an effort to acknowledge these problems and work 
towards solutions collectively to improve the criminal justice 
system in the province. The first meeting 

exceeded expectations by both the parties involved as well as 
PRT and MNF-N officials observing. End Summary. 


2. (SBU) PRT Rule of Law Coordinator and PolOff met with 
Provincial Chief of Police (PCOP) BG Wathiq Al Qudir 

Chief Judge Faisal Sadeeq Hadeed 

Rasheed Hammedi and Iraqi Army (IA) 2nd Division Commander MG 
Jamaal 

Mosul on March 25. 


3. (C) The public is frustrated with the effectiveness of the 
criminal justice system in Ninewa. During a conversation with 
two colonels from the Provincial Joint Coordination Center 
(PJCC) on March 24 

his colleagues at the PUCC had been working hard over the past 
three years -- at risk to their own personal safety -- to make 

Iraq safer. However 

negated when \"well-known terrorists\" were released from prison. 
He and Col Khaled Suleiyman believed these events damaged the 
public\'s faith in government institutions. Khader believed 

there had to be some sort of collusion between terrorists and 
judges 

Coalition Forces (CF) were complicit since they were not doing 
enough to keep the bad guys behind bars 

terrorists have the streets 

asked for USG assistance to rid local government and security 
forces of corruption and help restore the public\'s faith in the 
government. \"We think America could do something to leave a 
good impression 
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4. (C) Over several meetings with IA 

officials similar complaints arose: there was little or no 
communication 

Chief of Police Al Qudir told PRT officials on several 

occasions he recognized the need to increase the public\'s trust 
of the police. Since there had been corrupt officers in the 

past 

Such problems were complicating the force\'s ability to improve 
since they were not receiving information tips 

from concerned citizens about terrorist activities in their 
neighborhoods. More importantly 

the IP was complicit with the release of terrorists from prison. 
This made him angry and fostered his own distrust of Ninewa\'s 
judges with prosecuting cases (ref a). Chief Judge Hadeed and 
Investigative Judge Hammedi saw the problem from another angle. 
While the IP and IA commanders could \"go public\" and \"blame\" the 
judiciary for releasing terrorists (ref b) 

forbidden to defend themselves in the press. Even more 
frustrating 

getting out: although some judges were corrupt 

working hard to hear terrorist cases with missing evidence 
crimes scenes not protected 

to testify by their commanders. V'The system cannot continue 
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that way it\'s going 
figure this out with the army and police.\" Here was where the 
PRT\'s Rule of Law unit stepped in. 


5. (C) The first meeting of the Ninewa Criminal Justice 
Committee served as a chance for the PCOP 

begin honest dialogue and work on issues to improve coordination 
on criminal investigations and evidence collection. Chief Judge 
Hadeed began the meeting by spelling out the local judiciary\'s 
frustration with IP and IA investigative information. He 

chalked up the problem to poor communication and a lack of 
education by ISF investigators on criminal case reporting 
procedures. \"There was no contact" with ISF on cases and 
therefore they could not be tried. With Ministry of Interior 
commandos 
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ISF was acting like they were above the law 

was guilty since they did not know Iraqi law 

One of the biggest problems was when ISF were transferring 
suspects to CF custody. \"Judges should be involved and given 
all documents 

blame Hadeed said some judges were \"being lazy 

moving through cases. But most upsetting 

the IA would not allow their agents to testify. 


6. (C) Chief of Police Al Qudir said the IP was upset as well. 
There were cases where they caught insurgents \"red-handed\" in 
the act of committing a crime 

thrown out because the IP did not follow procedures. He said 
this problem was more pronounced with CF 

cooperating better with CF 

finished their investigation before taking custody of the 

suspect. Al Qudir also claimed that witnesses and informants 
were sometimes difficult to track down. 


7. (C) Iraq Army (IA) 2nd Division MG Jamaal began by launching 
into his frustrations with the judiciary. He claimed that if 

there was no law then only chaos would exist 

all sides would have to work together. He believed terrorists 
were benefiting since judges were not standing firm against 
them. He blamed lawyers for exploiting the system for personal 
gain. More importantly 

commitment to uphold the law 

he could to enforce it. Jamaal did not understand why his 
investigators\' testimony was needed if the IA caught terrorists 
in the act of committing a crime or having given a documented 
confession. His conclusion was that it was the fault of the 

court system that terrorists were released. 


8. (C) JamaalVs solution? Judges had to be firmer and not 
allow lawyers to push them around. He said the work of the IA 
was becoming increasingly more difficult because most terrorists 
knew they would only have to stay in prison for three to four 
months before being released. He accused judges of buying off 
on terrorists that pleaded they were coerced into confessing 
under duress. Using a battlefield analogy 

Jamaal that there were two types of leaders: those on the 
battlefield 

Comparing himself to the desk officer 

did not allow him much flexibility. Like Jamaal 

soldier who was limited by the rules of engagement. Accusations 
that the judges were folding under pressure from terrorists had 
been mitigated 
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investigations with panels so that any decisions would not 
single out a particular judge. He said that if a panel had 
received a threat the case would not be prosecuted locally 
shifted to the Higher Juridical Council in Baghdad. Such 
precautionary measures did not allow judges to \"fool around\" 
with case procedures 

to hear cases it would only reflect poorly on Hadeed 

could also cost him his job. 


9. (C) Admitting their forces had committed procedural errors 
Generals Jamaal and Al Qudir extended an olive branch to Hadeed. 
Crime scenes had to be protected 

compromised (ref b). The judges had to see the lA 
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investigators 

otherwise be thrown out. The ISF could not keep moving 
detainees to different courthouses 

outside of Ninewa\'s jurisdiction and could not adequately hear 
the cases 

IA investigative experts to protect crime scenes and better 

collect evidence. Moving one step further 

the ISF form a committee for IA agents to meet and work with the 
judges. There should be cooperation between investigative 
judges and the IA investigators 

Hammedi agreed and said more would need to be done to train ISF 
investigators on interrogation and investigation procedures. 


10. (C) Building the capacity of the criminal justice system to 
identify 

criminals is key to bringing the security situation under 

control. As the capacity of the ISF to perform their security 
function increases 

investigative function to assist the courts is of equal 
importance. Because the courts in lraq ultimately control the 
investigative process and also act as the prosecuting authority 
cooperation and coordination with the ISF is critical. As is 
clear today 

for example 

taken off the streets and incarcerated consistent with Iraqi 

law. The NCJC is a small but important step in efforts to make 
such successes the rule rather than the exception. In addition 
[consistent with the PRT mandate] the NCJC places the 
responsibility for strengthening the relationship between the 
ISF and courts in the hands of the Iraqis themselves. However 
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due to the distrust and finger pointing of the past 

committee will likely continue to require U.S. facilitation in 
the near term. In time 

courts will see the value in working together to secure the 
province under the rule of law and will continue to do so after 
U.S. facilitation ceases. 

MUNTER 
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that they do not exactly see the eye to eye with U.S. 
concerns about the legislation 

Bucharest evaluated as quite sound. 

VALLEE 
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enjoyed by the U.S. in regards to air navigation 

services would not change" and that the GOE will cover 
the exemption costs. 


WOS 
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lower growth figures 

Ukrainians in 2005 

similar percentage of votes to the parties who stood together 
on Maidan as they had to Yushchenko in 2004; just over half 
the voters voted for Orange parties or similarly oriented 
forces. In the December 2004 presidential re-vote 
Yushchenko received 52% of the vote to Yanukovych\'s 44. 
(Note: With 99.95 percent of precincts reporting 

forces of BYuT 

seats in the Rada 


Party winner: BYuT 


3. (SBU) Based on expectations heading into the election 
runaway winner March 26 appears to be BYuT 
pre-election polls for months had predicted would finish 
third with around 15% of the vote. In the competition for 
Maidan votes 

14%; BYuT won pluralities in 13 central and western Ukrainian 
oblasts plus Kiev 

BYuT also more than tripled its 2002 Rada vote (7.2%). 
Furthermore 

Ukraine 

Socialists can currently lay claim to being truly national 
parties. BYuT may have benefited from being out of 
government 
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led by the most charismatic of Ukrainian politicians 
Tymoshenko. But BYuT\'s effective grass roots organization 
and focused campaign tactics deserve a great deal of credit 
(ref A). That leaves BYuT and Tymoshenko herself 
well-positioned for future election cycles (2009 

presidential 


Secondary winners: Regions and Socialists 


4. (C) While many Western press stories immediately labeled 
Yanukovych and Party of Regions the \"victors\" in the March 26 
vote based on their plurality 

nuanced. Regions did not aspire to be a national party in 
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this election cycle; instead 

November 2005 

east and south against the Communists and Vitrenko (ref B). 
Regions ran a well-financed 

successfully consolidating that base 

Communist in the 1998 and 2002 Rada elections. Regions won 
the nine oblasts plus Sevastopol that Yanukovych carried in 
2004 

Yanukovych received then. Employing American consultants 
rather than Kremlin operatives to advise it on tactics and 
outreach to the media and Western interlocutors 

partially rehabilitated an image tarnished by its attempts to 
steal the 2004 election. Regions\' challenge looking forward 
will be to develop a strategy that appeals beyond its base. 


5. (SBU) The Socialists (SPU) can also be considered a 
secondary winner in the 2006 cycle 

more than the 5.7% they received in their predicted 
fourth-place finish. The Socialists expanded a nationwide 
party structure and polled nearly evenly across the country 
the only such Ukrainian political force to do so; they 
confirmed party leader Olexander Moroz\'s 2004 presidential 
first-round third-place support (5.8%) 

past the Communists for the first time as Ukraine\'s leading 
\"leftist\" (in traditional European terms) force (ref B). 

While the Socialist niche is modest 

a generally forward-looking 

economic ideas 

succeeded despite that fact that it being in power deprived 
it of the chance to tap into the protest vote 

contributed to the SPU\'s 6.9% showing in the 2002 Rada 
elections. 
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Democratic Initiatives and the Exit Poll Consortium 


6. (SBU) The widely respected Democratic Initiatives (DI) 
polling firm should also be considered one of the winners of 
the 2006 election cycle. Alone of Ukraine\'s major polling 
firms 

game -- BYuT surging 

final published poll March 10 (note: Ukrainian law bans 
polls two weeks prior to elections). While the Institute of 
Social and Political Psychology of the Ukrainian Academy of 
Pedagogical Sciences showed BYuT ahead of Our Ukraine in its 
final March 10 poll 

previous polls; all other polling firms showed Our Ukraine 
holding onto the 3-4% lead over BYuT it had enjoyed since 
mid-January. Democratic Initiatives combined with the 
Razumkov Center and the Kiev International Institute of 
Sociology to run an exit poll March 26 that accurately 
predicted the final results of the election 

stated margin of error. 


Local and regional elected officials 


7. (SBU) The winner in the Kiev mayoral race 

Chernovetsky 

Mayor Omelchenko but also ex-WBC heavyweight boxing champion 
Klychko 

stealth campaign which clearly managed to secure a larger 

share of the anti-Omelchenko vote than Klychko. 


8. (SBU) Finally 

but which received little attention internationally 

oblast 

with mayors. Under constitutional reform and the delayed 
administrative reform 

changes in governance at the national level in Kiev 
provincial and local bodies will receive more resources and 
authority in the coming years. The elections under 
proportional representation clarified allegiances to voters 
previously faced with many unaffiliated local strongmen 
improving accountability; the election also gives the 
councils a clear democratic mandate in negotiating with the 
center 


The Big Losers: Lytvyn and Our Ukraine 


9. (SBU) The biggest individual loser of the 2006 election 
cycle was undoubtedly Rada Speaker Lytvyn 
bloc failed to reach the 3-percent threshold for the Rada 
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leaving Lytvyn out in the cold. Lytvyn\'s bloc spent more 
money on advertising than any other party but Regions 
according to official Central Election Commission (CEC) 
figures 

overall. Lytvyn\'s campaign suffered from fatal flaws 
however. Itlacked any real organization beyond a collection 
of \"names\" at the national and local district level 

whom were tainted with the Kuchmaist label (note: Lytvyn 
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served as Kuchma\'s chief of staff prior to becoming Rada 
Speaker in 2002). The Lytvyn bloc had no real message for 
voters 

reunite Ukraine between warring Orange and Blue factions. In 
the end 

number of members his party claimed to have. 


10. (C) The biggest party loser was Yushchenko\'s People\'s 
Union Our Ukraine (PUOU) 

election bloc 

third place and below 14% on election day. Presidential 
chief of staff Rybachuk had told us in late January that 
PUOU\'s organization was in complete shambles 

to the election 

afterwards. Pre-election provincial visits confirmed 
Rybachuk\'s gloomy assessment; Our Ukraine had no visible 
effective organization outside of Lviv and several other 
western provinces 

campaign and Orange Revolution nostalgia. Voters did not 
respond. 


11. (C) Our Ukraine\'s disappointing performance -- which has 
been characterized by many as a defeat for Yushchenko -- is 
also a reminder that Yushchenko\'s electorate in 2004 voted 
for him out of several motivations 

Yushchenko. One early 2005 survey indicated that only 37 
percent of those who said they had voted for Yushchenko had 
done so primarily because they supported Yushchenko 
personally; 34 percent did so primarily to protest Kuchmaism 
and 29 percent did so primarily to defend their right to 
choose. PUOU\'s party leadership is currently dominated by 
the same unpopular Orange oligarchs -- Poroshenko 
Tretyakov 

jettison in the September 2005 government shakeup 

still form Yushchenko\'s \"kitchen cabinet.\" Our Ukraine\'s 
poor organization for the 2006 election cycle does not bode 
well either for Yushchenko\'s presumed run for re-election in 
2009 or for the next Rada cycle in 2011 

Rybachuk\'s advice and rebuilds its organization. 
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The Orange Splinters - repeating the mistakes of the 1990s 


12. (SBU) Two οἱ the more organized party elements of the 
initial five-party Our Ukraine bloc that won a 23.6% 

plurality in the 2002 Rada elections 

Ukrainian People\'s Party (UPP) and the Reforms and Order 
Party (PRP) 

Ukraine bloc in 2006 

Yushchenko and his entourage. In doing so 

mistake both made in 1998 

failed to reach the threshold. While both factions will 

enter a variety of city and provincial councils with their 
modified blocs (Kostenko-Plushch 

totals in the Rada race (1.9 and 1.5% 

with that of Our Ukraine MP Yuri Karmazin 

(0.7%) 


Pro-Russian hardliner opposition - marginalized 


13. (SBU) Regions\' heavily pro-Russian campaign rhetoric 
(pro-Russian language 

with Russia 

two parties who made the trio of issues the center of their 
campaigns: Natalya Vitrenko\'s People\'s Opposition Bloc 
(2.9%) and the Ne Tak! bloc centered around the SPDU(o) 
(1.096) 

vigorous street campaign 

threshold. The SPDU(o) 

vote 

but had no organization or street presence whatsoever. The 
2006 results and disappearance from the political scene 
confirmed the loss that it and its leader Viktor Medvedchuk 
suffered in 2004 as the most reviled force behind the 
excesses of the Kuchma regime. While the Communists will 
have 21 seats in the next Rada sitting 

but a shadow of the 20% they received in 2002. They rana 
nearly invisible campaign; their dedicated electorate is 

dying off 

southern anti-Kiev protest vote that voted communist in 1998 
and 2002. 


14. (C) It would be a mistake to write off the pro-Russian 
marginalized opposition completely 

proven staying power on the streets of Ukraine 
observers suspecting she receives financial support from 
Russia. If Regions ever transforms itself into a more 
Western-looking 

disgruntled \"protest\" electorate will likely turn elsewhere 
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to voice its discontent. With the Communists dying and the 
SPDU(o) disappearing 
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the Rada as the next protest vehicle. 


15. (U) Visit Embassy Kiev\'s classified website at: 
www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/kiev. 
Herbst 
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March 2 proposals to enhance EU coordination on development 
assistance should be \"reasonably dismissed 

claimed that the Irish Times had simply recast earlier 

reports in the \"European Voice\" and \"Terra Viva Europe\" that 
Ireland 

misgivings about Commissioner Michel\'s proposals (which ref C 
had identified as inaccurate). Sanfey acknowledged that the 
CommissionVs goals on development assistance were not 
identical in every respect to those of Member States 

difference that yielded 

emphasized 

\"were all in this together" and that Ireland favored 

collective efforts to make assistance more effective. 


Lockstep on Irish Opposition to EU Flexibility on Doha 


4. (SBU) When emboff asked for Irish Aid\'s views on the 
Irish GovernmentVs opposition to further EU concessions on 
the agricultural market access component of the WTO 
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negotiations 

recent hardships faced by Irish farmers as well as their 
domestic political influence. She pointed out that CAP 
reforms had affected farm income 

sugar regime were likely to close down Ireland\'s sugar 
industry. She also claimed that the EU had lost the 
Vpropaganda wan" in the debate on which WTO members were to 
blame for the current impasse in the Doha negotiations 

the United States 

in agricultural subsidization. She added that the most 
impoverished developing countries 

apparently had little to gain from the currnt agricultural 

terms discussed in the Doha Roun. Moreover 

already enjoyed 100percent duty/quota-free access to the EU 
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agriculural market. Creed also expressed concern that 
further erosion of agricultural floor prices in the U under 

a Doha deal would harm developing countres 

benefited from the same pric supports. In reply 

cited voluminous stdies that the more liberal agricultural 
market access regime envisioned under a Doha deal could 
potentially lift hundreds of millions in the developing world 
out of poverty 

Irish Aid. 


An Irish Development Bank and the ODA White Paper 


5. (SBU) Irish Aid was considering proposals to establish an 
Irish development bank to provide easier access to credit for 
entrepreneurs in developing countries who could not obtain 
loans from mainstream banks 

recover its money on a non-profit basis and recycle the 
capital to its locale of operation 

existing Dutch and Norwegian development banks. (The March 2 
Irish Times reported that Irish Minister of State for 
Development 

development bank: one from a partnership of Citibank and an 
Irish venture capitalist 

German Depfa Bank 

Financial Services Center.) Sanfey noted that the proposals 
had not yet worked their way to technical experts at Irish 

Aid 

regular assistance programs. 


6. (SBU) Proposals for a development bank would be folded 
into Ireland\'s first ever white paper on ODA 

expected would be published this summer 

Aid was consulting with other government agencies on the 
paper 

hall meetings around the country to invite public input on 
the initiative. The white paper consultations 

Sanfey 

Irish development strategy 

budgetary ramifications. The white paper also offered entre 
for Irish Aid into the policy discussions of those agencies. 
Sanfey noted 

more effectively with the Department of Defense on Irish 
peacekeeping operations and also with the Department of 
Enterprise 

that latter 

aid-for-trade programs. 


USAID\'s Collaborative Efforts Welcome 


Column 3 

7. (SBU) Irish Aid welcomed USAIDVs efforts in recent years 
to strengthen coordination on development programs with other 
national aid agencies 

Ireland and other European donor countries typically funneled 
assistance funds through the governments of recipient 
countries 

programs through non-government channels. These contrasting 
approaches underlay previous challenges in cooperation 
between USAID and other aid agencies. McLean said that 
USAID\'s collaboration on the ground with other agencies in 
recent years had helped to improve the effectiveness of 

donors 

Cooperation Ireland had 

to capitalize on the positive branding associated with USAID. 


Comment: Disappointing Views on Doha 


8. (SBU) Post was disappointed with the views expressed by 
the Irish Aid officials on the WTO negotiations. We had 
heard similar comments over the past year about domestic 
political sensitivities on agriculture from the Department of 
the Prime Minister and key economic ministries 
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hoped that at least mid-level Irish Aid officials would 
understand the potential for poverty alleviation presented by 
a more liberal international agricultural trade regime. 

These officials 

offered little to 

developing countries were standard EU fare. Irish AidVs 
sympathy with the Irish Government\'s opposition to a more 
flexible EU approach to the Doha talks stands in contrast 
with the agency\'s long-standing advocacy for increased 
international ODA to developing countries. 

KENNY 
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editorials appeared in pro-government newspapers 
reflecting accurate but targeted coverage of President 
Bashir\'s March 29 interview with Al-Jazira. End summary. 


2. Media coverage of the Arab League Summit was 
generally positive 
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and radio programming 

government Sudan Vision newspaper ran a special issue on 
the event 

headline 

President Bashir\'s assumption of the role of Chairman 

also received acclaim. 


3. African Union Special Representative Baba Gana 
Kingibe criticized the Arab League offer to provide 
financial assistance to the African Union Mission in 
Sudan (AMIS) from October 1 

it was \"too late as troops need immediate cash to help 
stop escalating violence there. This is medicine after 
death. We need the assistance now in order to be able to 
resolve the crisis.\" 


4. On March 30 

newspapers 

Hayat 

several of the points made by President Bashir in his 
March 29 interview with Al-Jazira television following 
the Arab League Summit in Khartoum. The text ofthe 
editorials is as follows (informal Embassy translation): 


(Begin text) 


Al-Bashir Says the American Policy of Targeting Sudan 
Never Stops 


President Al-Bashir accused the Western countries that 
call for deploying UN forces in Darfur of their real aim 
which is to have these forces stay for good in Darfur 
and not to solve the conflict. He pointed out that the 
American policy of targeting Sudan would not stop 

if all Sudan\'s conflicts were solved. He renewed 
Khartoum\'s stance of rejecting foreign forces entry to 
Darfur. 


Al-Bashir 

continued to say that the Arab Summit 

its sessions yesterday 

military support to the AU forces operating in Darfur. He 
went on to say that the summit did not fix a certain sum 
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of money 

expenses for six months as of October 2006. He added 
that the summit decision includes supporting the AU 
forces with additional force from some Arab countries 
from Egypt 

Mauritania. 


Al-Bashir considers the United States of America\'s policy 
of targeting Sudan 

that Sudan practices its independent views and has 
political stances that contradict many of the American 
polices in Iraq 

with Israel 

of Sudan and its abundant resources in oil 

water supply. 


Al-Bashir went on to say that one of our problems is that 
Sudan became one of the American internal political 
elements as well as became one of the American elections 
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agenda items. He confirmed that Sudan would not agree 
for international force to enter into Darfur 

whoever was behind the planned entry of the international 
forces into Darfur wanted this force to stay for good and 
not to solve the conflict. He reiterated that it is 

possible for the UN to have a role after peace is 

achieved in Darfur 

Sudan. 


(End text) 
STEINFELD 
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5. The envelope containing the bid must include all supporting 
documents to satisfy the Evaluation Criteria and be marked at the 
top right-hand corner \"Bid for the Supply of Workshop Equipment 
for School Projects and addressed to: 


Chairman 

National Board of Procurement and Tender Administration 
Ministry of Finance 

Main 8 Urquhart Streets 

Georgetown 

Guyana 
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6. Bids must be placed in the Tenderbox of the National Board of 
Procurement and Tender Administration at the address mentioned 
above before 09:00h on Tuesday 9 May 2006. It will not be 
necessary to submit bids in person since they may be sent by mail. 
However 

thereof and or after the time and date specified for receipt of 

bids. Late bids will be rejected and returned unopened. 


7. Valid Guyana Revenue Authority and National Insurance Scheme 
certificates of Compliance must accompany bids for firms 

registered in Guyana. All other requisite documentation must be 
submitted along with bids. 


8. Bid proposals will be opened at a public ceremony 

presence of those Bidders or their representatives who choose to 
attend immediately after 9:00 hours on Tuesday 9 May 2006 in the 
boardroom of the National Board of Procurement and Tender 
Administration 

Georgetown 


End Text. 


9. Additional information may be obtained from Ms. Jillian 

Duncan 

Ms. Duncan may be contacted by Tel: 592-225-4900~9 or Fax: 592-225- 
8497 


BULLEN 
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race in Eger because the local FIDESZ members are \"at each 
other\'s throats.\" Kuhne also gave similar odds for all 

FIDESZ candidates throughout Heves County. According to 
Kuhne 

traditionally at odds with FIDESZ on local issues. Composed 

of members of the town\'s leading families 

Patriots\" do not consider themselves a political party 

its members have traditionally dominated the city government 
(though it now has few representatives on the city council). 
Kuhne also stated that FIDESZ fortunes are further 

complicated by internal party personality clashes and a local 
leadership vacuum. FIDESZ candidate Demeter has tenuous ties 
to Eger and Kuhne speculated that Demeter was brought in as a 
FIDESZ attempt to impose its will on the local party. 


5. (SBU) MSZP\'s strength in the city stems from three 
sources 

population lives in a communist era \"planned community\" 
(whose original residents were transplanted to Eger during 
the previous regime) and these inhabitants are staunchly 
MSZP. Eger\'s local college 
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socialist bent that influences the political thinking of the 

many local leaders who attended classes there 

manifest prosperity is associated with MSZP\'s leadership. 
Kuhne said that relations between the church and the city 
government are good and that he really could not discern the 
local church\'s position toward the various parties. 

(Comment: Kuhne\'s inability to determine the local church 
stance is in itself a significant indication of the good 

relations between the church and the city government.) Kuhne 
described the Roma as manipulated by various politicians and 
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lacking political influence. Kuhne dismissed the Roma Unity 
Party (which managed to get enough nominations for candidates 
to run in two of Heves\'s districts) as a factor 

nominations are easy to get. 


6. (SBU) Laszlo Molnar 

Karoly College 

providing food and cleaning services to local government 
institutions 

Molnar told poloffs on March 24 that \"Politicians love the 
Roma because they can be bought.\" Molnar said that eight of 
his company\'s twenty-six employees were Roma. He claimed that 
he actively recruits Roma out of a sense of social 
responsibility and even then he found it hard to find any who 
were \"willing to work.\" Molnar said that many of his workers 
tell him firsthand stories of politicians bribing Roma and 

using them to commit vote-fraud. 


7. (SBU) Molnar predicted an MSZP win in Eger saying that 
FIDESZ had made two major mistakes in the campaign. The 
first was that Demeter is unknown in the area and has few 
ties to Eger 

too late to win. Per Molnar the most important regional 

issue is unemployment and he estimated the unemployment rate 
to be 3-4 percent in Eger and 9-10 percent in the 
countryside. Molnar said the city is doing well and 

benefiting from its huge tourist influx and other prospering 
industries. Molnar observed that Eger is a mostly Catholic 
city and even though he is Catholic he considers himself a 
\"liberal Christian.\" He announced that he was \"fed up\" with 
both MSZP and FIDESZ and would vote for SZDSZ or MDF. 


Column 3 
Roma Businessman Pro-FIDESZ 


8. (SBU) Local Roma Sandor Danyi told Poloffs that as a 
businessman he supports FIDESZ because it is pro-small 
business. Danyi 

construction company said that during the past four years his 
company had built significantly fewer buildings 

attributed this to MSZP\'s perceived poor family aid policy 

which discourages new housing development. Danyi also 
mentioned that in his opinion 95 percent of Roma support 
\"whoever gives them something. Still he said 

have better economic and social aid plans for Roma because 
MSZP plans require too much of a down payment" from Roma. 
(Comment: Poloffs interpreted this to mean that Danyi thinks 
MSZP puts too many requirements on aid to Roma.) Danyi said 
that he does not expect the Roma Unity Party to do anything 
and that the Roma will not be a force unless various national 
Roma leaders put aside their personal agendas and unite. 


9. (SBU) Danyi predicted that MSZP would likely win in Eger 
and said that running Demeter as a candidate was a \"bad 
decision" by FIDESZ. He added that MSZP would also win at 
least five and maybe all six of the seats in Heves. Danyi 
attributed MSZP\'s strength to the fact that the region was 
doing extremely well economically and that tourism and 
industry were booming. (Note: In December 2005 the mayor of 
Hatvan 

told poloffs that the unemployment rate overall was 3.5 
percent and only 7-8 percent for the city\s Roma. The 
remarkably low Roma unemployment rate is a sure indicator of 
the area\'s thriving economy.) Danyi did point out that while 
Eger was doing well 

were much worse off. 


10. (SBU) American Studies Professor Lehel Vadon explained 
to Poloffs that prior to the communist era 

religious and conservative city. To counter this \"bourgeois\" 
element 

politically reliable citizens to Eger in the housing area 

described in paragraph 5. In recent years 

that part of Eger have reasserted their socialist leanings 

and this has contributed to MSZPYs dominance. Dr. Vadon said 
that voter apathy was also an issue. The professor who 
teaches at Eszterhazy Karoly College 

relationship between the local MSZP government and the church 
as one of \"peaceful co-existence. As an example he told how 
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a local MSZP councilman had arranged for funds to restore a 


BUDAPEST 00000656 003 OF 003 


local church\'s altar. (Comment: The peaceful relations 
between the Church and the city government certainly cannot 
hurt MSZP as it may take the edge off anti-clerical charges 
sometimes leveled against it elsewhere.) 

REEKER 
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that this was not a coincidence. Khan has directed threats 
against the Ambassador in the past. Khan has deep roots in 
the security services in Guyana. (reftel D) 


4. (SBU/NF) The Ambassador has requested RSO to assist the 
local police bodyguards in escort portal-to-portal 

protection. The RSO and Ambassador firmly believe that the 
local bodyguards cannot provide an adequate level of 
protection given the recent threat level towards him and the 
rising likelihood that political violence will only escalate 

until the election. The Ambassador feels that his protection 
may be further jeopardized when he will have to take 

political stances that may cause negative responses from 
either political party. These stances may be interpreted in 

a negative manner and has the potential to create some form 
of retaliation directed against him. Further rumors suggest 
that the opposition party is planning a large-scale event 
directed towards the diplomatic community to disrupt the 
elections. Since the United States has the largest mission 

in Guyana 

target of such an attack. 


5. (SBU) Since the ARSO has been tasked with the Ambassador\'s 
protection 

not operating at an acceptable level. Basic functions of the 

RSO office such as emergency preparedness are not being met 
much less routine reports such as Quarterly Security Reviews 
(QSR) and overdue building surveys. RSO is trying to recover 
from the routine lag of having approximately fifteen TDY RSOs 
that preceded the current RSO. RSO will continue to provide 
protection for the Ambassador until he PCSY out of the 

country around mid August. Without additional assistance 

will continue to fail to meet the minimum RSO requirements. 
RSO is unable to resolve this issue at post and requests 
DS/IP/WHA provide the requested assistance. 


6. (S) Political / security background. A series of brazen 
crimes have hit Georgetown in recent weeks. A PARTY OF 25 TO 
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30 PERSONS ARMED WITH SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLES 

PISTOLS KILLED EIGHT PERSONS FEBRUARY 26 ON THE CITY\S 
OUTSKIRTS. THE GUNMEN MANAGED TO OPERATE WITH IMPUNITY FC 
CLOSE TO AN HOUR BY BLOCKING TRAFFIC ON THE EAST BANK 
HIGHWAY. ALSO 

FEBRUARY 28 THAT THIRTY-THREE AK-47 SEMI-AUTOMATIC RIFLES AN 
FIVE AUTO-PISTOLS HAD DISAPPEARED 

GEORGETOWN WEAPONS STOREHOUSE (LOCATED LESS THAN A MILE 
THE CHANCERY). Several prominent Guyanese - including a 

former Commissioner of Police and head of the GDF - believe 

that these crimes were driven by political motives. Credable 

independent sources have indicated that these weapons may be 

used in a coup attempt preceding the election. There is an 

undeniable connection between the deteriorating security 

situation in Guyana and the upcoming national elections due 

constitutional by August 4. There is credible evidence that 

heavily-armed groups associated with the main political 

parties may target high-profile individuals during the 

build-up to elections. 


7. The cost of the TDY is listed below: 


Airfare: N/A 
Per Diem: 131 days x $46 = $6046 
Lodging: Post Expense 


8. (SBU) RSO Comment: With a month of providing American 
protection for the Ambassador 

as though the bodyguards 

The bodyguards do not make efforts to correct their 
performance after receiving day-to-day instruction. RSO 
believes that changing the bodyguard will not resolve the 
constant errors of the detail being that the errors are 

cultural and not the lack of knowledge of protection 

etiquette. The bodyguards have received formal DS PRS 
training in the past. 


9. (U) RSO Georgetown respectfully requests one (1) TDY ARSO 
to assist in the portal-to-portal protection of the 

Ambassador until his departure in mid August and DS drivers 
training for four FSNVs assigned to the two vehicle 
Ambassador\'s detail. 

10. (SBU) Ambassadors Comments: Since my arrival to post in 
August 2003 

Several of these threats were deemed to be credible and 
necessitated a body-guard detail for all my in-country 
movements. Recent threats made against me 

tension 

appearing on a list of persons to be killed 

additional security measures by the RSO. These have included 
an armed police guard at my residence and an RSO or ARSO 
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escort. | believe that these enhanced security measures are 
entirely appropriate. These measures have placed an added 
strain on posts\' limited security resources to the point 

where DS assistance is needed. | therefore fully concur with 
RSO Georgetown request fora TDY RSO to assist with 
portal-to-portal protection. 


BULLEN 
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Force of Change\" -- the party of President Fradique de 
Menezes) and the MLSTP (\"Movement for the Liberation of Sao 
Tome and Principe\" -- the party of the Prime Minister) split 
the vote in the March 26 Sao Tome and Principe (STP) 
legislative elections 

Alliance\" -- the party of Patrice Trovoada) finishing third. 

The MDFM took 22 seats 

("New Direction\") 1. ADIVs strong showing puts Patrice 
Trovoada in position to negotiate with the MDFM or MLSTP for 
the best deal to join a governing coalition in Sao Tome\'s 55 
seat assembly. The campaign and election were peaceful 
26 voting places (out of a total of 232) were shut down by 
local activists or boycotted on voting day as ameans of 
protesting local economic/infrastructure conditions. 
International observers noted some minor technical problems 
during the election and suspected incidents of vote buying 
but considered the vote to be generally free and fair. Those 
polling stations that had to close or were boycotted March 26 
are scheduled for a re-vote on Sunday 

in Sao Tome\'s voting laws) 

anticipated to affect significantly the outcome of the 
legislative elections. There were 79 

for the elections 

160 


2. (C) Sao Tome and Principe -- considered by many to be 
one of the few genuine democracies in this part of Africa -- 
concluded two-weeks of campaigning for legislative elections 
with large rallies throughout Sao Tome on March 24. The 
final day of campaigning was virtually a carnival 

singing and dancing widespread and noisy political party 
rallies taking place just a few blocks apart. The events 
included a profusion of free hats 

entertainment. The dirt-poor country seemed awash in 
campaign paraphernalia As predicted by banker Acacio Bonfim 
(reftel) 

temporarily strengthened due to inflow of hard currency 
allegedly to finance the election. A twenty-year old dancer 
performing at one rally was undecided on which party she 
would vote for 

of 40 dollars 
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a decision. Gabonese President Bongo appeared to be one 
international contributor: on March 23 

election and a week after President de Menezes made a private 
visit to Gabon 

arrived from Libreville on an airline owned by Bongo. Many 
suspected that the delivery was a sign that Bongo was 
financially backing Menezes. 


3. (U) On election day 

particularly in rural areas of MeZochi province 

voting at 26 polling stations. The Electoral Commission 
rescheduled the voting in those locations for April 2. While 
the stations accounted for over 9500 registered voters 
votes are unlikely to shift the outcome by more than one or 
two seats. The protests were only marginally related to the 
election process; activists in most of the involved 
communities were demanding water 

roads -- one village hung up a banner \"no road 

and blocked access to the polling stations with trees 

cars 

concerns. The protesters were non-violent 

and talked freely with electoral observers and security 
forces; the latter took no action to remove the barricades or 
arrest demonstrators. One community (a village involved in 
labor difficulties with the Pestana Group 

resort company) allowed the electoral workers to set up a 
polling station but then boycotted the election completely as 
a means of publicizing their grievances. 


4. (U) In a letter delivered to the president of the STP 
Electoral Commission 

team from the US Embassy in Libreville 

flaws 

lack of sufficient ink at some polling stations. There was 
no evidence or accusations of voter intimidation or threats 
by the government or security forces 

the voting occurred peacefully 

neither intentional nor influential on the results. The 
observers concluded that \"the elections were generally 
conducted in a manner that met international norms\" and that 
STP voters were free to express their political choices at 
the ballot box. 


5. (C) However 

definitively prove 

election day -- or at least the expectation on the part of 

some voters that they would be paid for their votes. Voters 
milling around some polling stations told observers they were 
waiting for someone to give them money for a vote; some even 
approached observers with offers to sell their vote. Many of 
these individuals 
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finally gave up and swelled the waiting lines late in the 
day 


6. (U) As predicted (reftel) 

the vote 

with twenty-two seats. The MLSTP won twenty 

Novo Rumo one seat. Twenty-eight seats are needed for a 
majority in Sao Tomevs fifty-five seat National Assembly. 
The strong showing by ADI allows it to hold out for the best 
deal in forming a coalition government in partnership with 
one of the larger parties. 


7. (U) We will provide further analysis once the votes of 
Sunday April 2 are in and the final election results tallied. 
WALKLEY 
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T-shirts in Abidjan. Peace is clearly in the air. 


6. (C) Still 

daunting 

the really thorny issues that trouble this country. There 

are now only seven months left before presidential elections 
are supposed to be held in October. Former UN High 
representative for Elections Antonio Monteiro estimated that 

six months would be needed to complete the process of issuing 
national identification cards and registering voters 

this could be a very optimistic estimate. It is good that 

the leaders agreed at the Yamoussoukro summit to do these two 
things simultaneously 

started. Since Cote d\'Ivoire law requires a three month 

period for examining the voter registration lists after they 

are completed 

the elections on schedule. October is not a deadline 

engraved in stone -- the country can survive the passing of 
October 31 without elections as long as substantial 
preparations have been made by then 

set in the not too distant future. 


7. (C) Other than plans for the two chiefs of staff to start 
talking soon 
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Disarmament 

Clearing the arrears with the World Bank would be an 
important step forward 

promised $80 million contribution toward the costs of DDR. 
However 
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of the thorniest isues of the day 

leader Soro made clear to Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Thomas-Greenfield at their March 16 meeting that the FN will 
not finally lay down their arms until they and other 
disenfranchised Ivoirians receive documentation of their 
citizenship. President Gbagbo 

at the March 29 cabinet meeting that he thinks the 
identification process should be done after the upcoming 
presidential elections 

the Secretary General of the CNRD (National Congress of 
Resistance for Democracy) 

pro-Gbagbo political formations 

that there can be no identification before disarmament. 


8. (C) Another FN precondition for beginning to disarm has 
been dismantling of the pro-Gbagbo militias. Indeed 

roadmap also calls for DDR and dismantlement of the militias 
to begin simultaneously. The militias have not been heard 

from much lately 

of them are armed. There has been no mention of beginning to 
dismantle them. 


9. (C) Comment. In fact 

much peace 

take. They have long lived by confrontation and 
intimidation. It is important to bear in mind that holding 

an election 

country's deep wounds even if it is relatively free and fair. 
It would take a major change in this country\'s mindset for 
both winner and losers to graciously accept the results. 
Another important thing to bear in mind is the enormous gap 
between Cote d\'Ivoire\'s political elite and its people. 
Political leaders live in a world far removed from even their 
party faithful 

the biggest manifestation of this gap is the fact that some 
of the poorest people 

at a rate of 50 percent to keep the corrupt political 
machinery running. The field of likely front-runners in the 
election is lackluster to say the least. None of them have 
much appeal beyond their loyal followers. Meanwhile 
ordinary people still identify themselves much more by region 
and ethnicity than by political orientation. As long as the 
current political and ethnic tensions continue 

will remain divided in reality even if it is reunified on the 
map. End Comment. 


Hooks 
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and \"Mi Cafeteria.\" Suarez also recognized Soriana as the 
most competitive rival 

hometown store 

However 

Mexico\'s retail sector was only 40-50% saturated 

great opportunity. WalMex 

care of business.\" 


THE ONLY REAL THREAT 


5. (SBU) While demonstrating growing sales totals that 
surpass the combined competition (up 3.9% in February 2006 
compared with February 2005) 

growth could be restricted by government policies which limit 
competition in the sector 

areas of the Mexican economy. Suarez also privately admitted 
that the proposed \"Commercial Practice Initiative 

temporarily defeated in the Chamber of Deputies (due in part 
to a huge lobbying effort by WalMex) 

in 2007 in a more nationalistic context. The initiative has 

two main facets; limitation of store construction to sites 
\"consistent with Mexican interests\" and approved by a federal 
regulatory board 

below cost (a common technique utilized by WalMex to capture 
market share). Both elements were described by Suarez as the 
only real threat confronting WalMex 

top priority at WalMex is ensuring competition everywhere." 


AND IN THE OTHER CORNER... 


6. (SBU) Arturo Monroy 

Association of Retailers (ANAM) told Econoff that his 
organization 

represents 111 retail chains (all Mexican) locked in 
competition with \"autoservicios\" (WalMex 

could not predict the likelihood of the initiative being 

passed in 2007 (due to the uncertainty of the election in 
2006) 

Monroy described the future for his clients; synchronized 
distribution centers and networks 

technological platforms 

their natural competitive advantage 

Admitting that the competition from WalMex had resulted in 
the reorganization of his clients as well as discounted 
prices and smaller profit margins 

about the flood of Chinese products (many of whom escape 
import taxes) and their deleterious effect upon Mexican 
suppliers. Similar to WalMex and Costco 

clients are focused on expanding into medium sized markets 
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with lower income levels. 


PROMOTING \"MEXICAN\" RETAIL EXPANSION 


7. (SBU) Recognizing potential rewards 

unemployment and prices 

throughout Mexico are aggressively promoting the opening of 
retail supercenters targeted to medium sized population 
centers. The Secretary of Economic Development for the state 
of Mexico 

development 

programs designed to encourage economic growth in previously 
underserved communities. According to both 

development is easier and faster to achieve than industrial 
development 

informed econoff that a vast majority of over 400 business 
license petitions issued in 2005 from the state of Mexico 
were from the retail sector. Privately 

acknowledged a confidential but clear directive from the 
Governor to encourage and promote! Mexican chains over 
foreign firms 

not the case). Garcia admitted to Econoff that this policy 
was highly divisive 

subject within the government in the immediate future. It 

can be reasonably assumed that this policy is not unique to 
the State of Mexico. 


A VPYRAMID'" OF LOCAL DEVELOPMENT 


8. (SBU) It has been 17 months since San Juan de 
Teotihuacan 

50 

famous archeological site of Teotihuacan 

headlines by hosting the opening of a Bodega Aurrera. This 
medium sized city 

20 

over 80 

can illustrate the potential effects of the type of retail 
expansion likely to become commonplace in Mexico. Econoff 
met with the general manager of Bodega as well as the mayor 
both of whom confirmed that WalMex had already hired over 200 
full-time employees 

in 2006. The general manager 

growth had so far exceeded all expectations. The mayor 
Adrian Galicia 

retail prices had fallen 1596 and the level of visitors from 

area communities had risen 2596 

Mr. Galicia was pleased because he expected the construction 
of a second warehouse 
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to begin within the year. Econoff inquired about possible 
negative effects of the Bodega 

the infrastructure (primarily the road network) was 
insufficient to handle the huge increase in traffic. 
However 

to address this issue. 


COMMENT 


9. (SBU) The retail leader in Mexico is still clearly 

WalMex 

Mexicana 

also will likely face a threat of Mexican nationalism in the 

form of new regulation 

as well as official and unofficial government policies 

favoring domestic chains. Privately 

camps expect several dynamic years of intense competition in 
2006-2007 

Deputies 

advertising campaigns directed at new customers in presently 
underserved areas. Strong expansion of the retail sector 
(possibly reaching 5% in 2006) will likely continue in the 

near future 

medium-level income areas. 


Visit Mexico City\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www .state.sgov.gov/p/wha/mexicocity 
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evangelical community to support presidential candidate 
Eduardo Montealegre now that she has become a member of 
Montealegre\'s ALN-PC caucus (reftel). Arellano backs a 
proposal to chose a woman as the ALN-PC vice presidential 
candidate 

Institute director Lucia Salazar for the position. She 

predicts that Francisco Aguirre Sacasa will emerge as the PLC 
presidential candidate and has encouraged independent deputy 
Jaime Morales Carazo to pursue the FSLN vice presidential 
nomination. Arellano is also concerned that FSLN mayors in 
Leon are taking credit for MCC programs to support political 
goals. End Summary. 


THE WRIGHT TIME" TO JOIN EDUARDO 


2. (C) Pol Counselor and poloff met with National Assembly 
deputy Delia Arellano on March 24 to discuss her move from 
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the Camino Cristiano (CCN) bancada to the ALN-PC. Arellano 
who previously told poloffs on several occasions that she 
intended to defect to Eduardo Montealegre 

explained that she had to wait for the \"right time\" to 
announce her move so she would not look like an opportunist 
betraying the CCN. This opportunity came 

leader Rev. Guillermo Osorno made apparent his intentions to 
seek an alliance with the PLC and implied that he may vote in 
favor of an amnesty for convicted PLC leader Arnoldo Aleman. 
Arellano stated that such a posture is contrary to her 

Christian beliefs 

(Comment: For some time 

following Osorno 

(bribe)\" by some. She enjoys a strong personal relationship 
with Montealegre 

inclinations. End Comment.) 


3. (C) Arellano was very enthusiastic in her support for 
Montealegre and raved about his performance before a March 23 
COSEP panel. (Note: Other contacts were similarly laudatory 
towards Montealegre. Nelson Estrada 

only criticized Montealegre for supporting the 6% set-aside 

in the national budget for universities 

Sandinista platform to assure loyalty from university 

students and professors -- at the expense of primary 
education and other priorities. End Note.) She claimed that 
Montealegre is making considerable headway with women and 
youth. Arellano reported that she is encouraging Montealegre 
to select a female vice presidential running mate. Of the 
leading candidates 

director Lucia Salazar 

Cristiana Chamorro 

Other possibilities include Azalia Aviles 

Castellon 

herself. 


4. (C) Arellano claimed that she is actively recruiting 
evangelicals for Montealegre. She remarked that some have 
expressed concern that they would have to become \"Liberals\" 
and abandon their political connection to the CCN 

Arellano explained that they can join the \"Vamos con Eduardo\" 
movement 

members from many different political ideologies. Arellano 
favors holding multi-party primaries to unite the democratic 
forces that would include CCN deputy candidates. Delia was 
receptive to making violence against women a campaign issue 
noting the low penalties for statutory rape among 14-16 year 
olds proposed in the new Criminal Code and Nicaragua\'s high 
prevalence of domestic violence. 


DELIAYS PLC AND FSLN CANDIDATE PREDICTIONS 
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5. (C) Delia also commented on possible PLC and FSLN 
candidates. She mentioned that independent deputy Jaime 
Morales told her that he will be Daniel Ortega 

mate. Arellano deliberately encouraged his ambitions 
confiding to poloffs that Morales is known as \"The 
Inquisitor\" to many evangelicals for trying to impose laws 
that would restrict their worship services 

his candidacy would alienate many evangelicals. Regarding 
the upcoming PLC primary 
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Aguirre Sacasa will become the PLC 
though did not elaborate on why Aguirre Sacasa would win the 
primaries. 


EVANGELICALS CLAIM SANDINISTAS TAKING CREDIT FOR MCC PROGR 


6. (C) Arellano voiced concern that the Sandinistas are 
exploiting the MCC to advance their own campaigns in Leon 
citing the fact that an evangelical pastor was recruited to 

join the Sandinistas with promises of funds for programs that 
will benefit the community. Delia claimed that these 
programs are MCC-related but the Sandinistas are not selling 
them as such 


7. (C) Comment: Post occasionally receives hearsay comments 
of this type from various contacts. MCC Director has met 

with different groups on several occasions to dispel rumors 
regarding the management of MCC funds 

mayors have very limited influence over the management and 
distribution of funds. Disbursement and procurement for the 
program will be managed by an international private sector 
firm. Arellano is willing to facilitate a similar meeting 

with the evangelical pastors from Leon. 


8. (C) Comment continued: While the risk always exists that 
local leaders of any political affiliation may attempt to 

exploit USG assistance for their own ends 

mayors in Leon and Chinandega have 

positive factor in the development of the MCC program. 
Specifically 

their outlook towards USG activities in the region and 
lobbied the FSLN\'s national leadership not to interfere with 
or politicize 

TRIVELLI 
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pay is not in question 

they did in 1998 in US dollar terms 

told emboff that the most recent adjustment at Alumina 
Partners (ALPART) amounted to USD 80 million or an average 
of USD 64 

clarify that this was not an increase 

to 1998 salaries in US dollar terms. DaCosta further 
noted that the industry was more than able to pay given 
the unprecedented demand and prices for its product. 


4. (U) In late 2005 

the management of Jamaica Aluminum Company (JAMALCO). 
Strike action was temporarily averted through the 

intervention of Minister of Labor Horace Dalley. On 

January 16 

to request solidarity from other plants in the sector if 

workers\' demands were not met. The dispute was forwarded 
to the Ministry of Labor (MOL) for mediation and settled 

on March 12. On February 5 

despite an order from the Industrial Disputes Tribunal 

(IDT) for the employees to return to work. DaCosta opined 
that defying the IDT order was best for the workers and 
ultimately best for the nation. The defiant workers 

eventually returned to work on February 9 after agreeing 

to a 32 percent increase in salaries and benefits 

amounting to USD 80 million. 


5. (U) The tension in the sector escalated even further 
when DaCosta became embroiled in a dispute with West 
Indies Alumina Company (WINDALCO). The tension escalated 


on February 28 following an allegation by the company that 
DaCosta had exposed the handle of his firearm during a 
stormy meeting. The company requested the intervention of 
the MOL 

with DaCosta. The Ministry convened a meeting between the 
disputing parties 

company\'s demand to have DaCosta removed as the lead 
negotiator was rejected. The dispute was resolved only 
after Prime Minister-designate Portia Simpson-Miller 
intervened. The record 33-hour meeting 

Simpson-Miller 

with ALPART. When asked about the role of Simpson-Miller 
in the negotiations 

by her mediation skills and in-depth knowledge of the 

global aluminum industry. He said the settlement had set 
the stage for a return to normality in the sector 

although three companies have yet to conclude agreements. 
\"If her approach is any indication of how she will handle 
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the post of Prime Minister 

country 

to sign the agreement 

addendum to protect the union delegates from planned 
redundancies at the company. 


6. (U) The Mirant-owned Jamaica Public Service Company 
which reported profits of USD 23.1 million for 2005 

only able to avert large scale strike action among a cross- 
section of its workforce after it agreed to the unions\' 
demand for a signing bonus and a 36 percent increase over 
three years. Technical employees at the company had held 
a brief strike 

persuasion of their union 

the intervention ofthe MOL. Cool Petroleum 

recently bought out the business of Shell International 

is also involved in what is shaping up to be a major 

battle with the country\'s two largest trade unions 

National Workers Union (NWU) and the Bustamante Industrial 
Trades Union (BITU). Both unions are accusing Cool of 
refusing to recognize their representation of the workers 
despite Cool\'s decision to continue their employment. The 
unions have called the companys action \"union busting\" 
and have written to the Ministry of Labor requesting 
intervention. Finally 

Government Officers has also announced that negotiations 
for a new contract with the GOJ-owned National Water 
Commission might be problematic 

ensure that their workers get what they deserve. 


7. (SBU) Public sector workers are also gearing up to 

battle the GOJ 

March 31. These workers are anticipating a significant 
adjustment in their salaries after accepting a wage freeze 
during the period of high inflation from 2004 until the 
present. Unions have already indicated their 

unwillingness to consider a wage component as part of a 
new MOU. Acting Head of the Fiscal Policy Management Unit 
at the Ministry of Finance 

that while there is no contemplation of a wage freeze 

there could be a wage cap. He said increases are expected 
to be in line with inflation (about 25 percent compounded 
over the two-year contract period). When asked about the 
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impact of this adjustment on the budget and the 
possibility of job losses 

increase would be large in nominal terms 

would remain relatively stable as a percentage of GDP. 
Regarding job cuts 

retirements and attrition should start the rationalization 
process. Nevertheless 

that the unions were cognizant of the inevitability of 
downsizing and were therefore pushing for increased 
training as part of any new MOU. 


8. (U) DaCosta 


Misunderstanding 

but that each partner must be prepared to bring something 
to the table. He opined that the last MOU should not have 
included a wage freeze as it runs contrary to market 
philosophy. DaCosta recognizes that public sector 
rationalization is required 

movement and the GOJ squandered a golden opportunity in 
2004 to finally cut the service and create a more 

efficient public sector. Likewise 

there has been general wage restraint over the two-year 
period. With public sector workers set to receive a major 
adjustment 

significant increases amidst rising profits. Williams 

told emboff that he expects private sector agreements to 
be in the region of 25 to 30 percent over the two-year 
period and any major deviation from this target could lead 
to disturbances. 


9. (U) With expectations running high following the 
generous settlements at high-paying bauxite and utility 
companies 

further turbulence during the remainder of 2006. In fact 
with so many contracts expiring in 2006 and with inflation 
fresh in the minds of workers and unions 

negotiations might spill over into 2007. In particular 
private sector workers who accepted minor adjustments 
during two years of relatively high inflation will seek to 
recover their lost purchasing power. The standoff could 
become even more intense given that these workers have 
seen company profits jump during the period. The GOJ is 
trying to avert any disturbance in the public sector by 
negotiating a new MOU with a relatively generous wage 
component 

impressed. This could lead to industrial action unless 
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Simpson-Miller can intervene successfully. With 
expectations so high - particularly from trade union 
leaders who have already welcomed her election as a 
positive for workers - any deviation from this expectation 
could dent her popularity. End comment. 
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generally used for consumption purposes 
retirees without sufficient resources for retirement. 


6. Industry players 

supporting regulations to the Act due to: (1) the costs 
associated with bringing the industry in line with the 
requirements of the act and regulations; (2) the perceived 
burden of compliance; and 

offences and penalties 

trustees to criminal prosecution. It was these concerns 
that prompted the Senate to send the act and regulations 
to a select committee for review. 


7. Patrick Lynch 
group of companies pension scheme 
the country 


USD 2.3 million of the approximately USD 2.3 billion under 
management annually. Lynch has also reiterated his strong 
objection to the FSC being given control over private 
pension funds and retirement schemes 

authority to refuse the dissolution of a fund or scheme 

even if the trustees agreed to do so. 


8. William McConnell of the Lascelles DeMercado Group 
(and prominent member of the Private Sector Organization 
of Jamaica) argued that regulatory fees amount to a new 
\"tax\" on retirees. Some detractors also argue that the 
regulations impose costs that could wipe out a number of 
the smaller pension schemes. However 

Omar Davies and Executive Director of the FSC Brian Wynter 
have countered by suggesting that the policy of levying 
charges to cover the cost of regulation is universally 
accepted. Davies said the GOJVS sole interest in the 
matter is the protection of the savings of contributors 

and the treasury would not benefit from the passage of the 
legislation. 
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9. Despite trade union pressure 

include vesting and portability of pension rights as part 
of the reformed pension landscape. These rights are 
expected to ensure that persons are more prepared for 
retirement and would prevent them from claiming any refund 
of their contributions before retirement. While GOJ 
officials and other industry players agreed that vesting 
and portability rights were necessary 

insisted that persons should be allowed to claim for 
refunds. With the deadlock stalling the reform process 
the GOJ eventually decided to postpone the issue 
signaled its desire to pursue the issue in a second phase 
of reforms. In fact 

to establish a task force comprising representatives of 
the various stakeholders as well as FSC officials to 
consider this and other measures. 


10. The approval of the Pensions Act will add an 
important layer of regulation to the financial sector 
bringing the country\'s regulatory framework closer to 
international standards. This is particularly important 
given that the imprudent management of pension funds was 
one of the underlying reasons for the mid-1990s financial 
sector crisis. The improved regulations intend to provide 
greater protection for retirement savings in a country 
with a limited social safety net. The reform process is 
therefore likely to bring some order to the way that 
pension funds of approximately USD 2.3 billion are 
invested. It also provides a significant pool of long- 

term savings 

for investment in long-term projects. Already 

funds are looking forward to the possibility of investing 

in infrastructural projects like toll roads 

turning out to be relatively lucrative investments. 
Nevertheless 

costs associated with meeting the regulations and the 
impact of the new regulations on small funds. 


11. Comment (cont\'d): While the cost of regulation is 

not a tax on the industry 

especially in a low interest rate 

environment. Small funds could find it difficult to 

comply with some of the regulations and might be forced to 
dissolve. The issues of vesting and the portability of 
pensions (to ensure that persons are more adequately 
prepared for retirement) cannot be overstated 

expect a second phase of reform by the GOJ to be imminent. 
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End comment. 
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militias. A proposed fourth brigade of UN peacekeepers 
for Katanga was shelved 

peacekeepers from Benin is expected soon in Katanga. 


Logistics and Infrastructure Deficit 


4. Although Katanga once had a notable road and railway 
system 

long-term conflict and neglect. In an attempt to 

alleviate some of the severe hunger 

Program recently sent a truck convoy from Lubumbashi to 
Mitwaba 

to complete the journey. The only alternative to ground 
transportation 

a vestige of rail service between Lubumbashi and Kalemie 
still exists 

falling apart and transit often takes weeks because of 
breakdowns. When the trains do run 

can afford much higher tariffs than humanitarian 
organizations dominate usage. All UN agencies and NGOs 
attempting to provide services in the province cite lack 

of infrastructure and logistical difficulties -- second to 
security issues -- as the major challenges to providing 
humanitarian aid. 


5. Spontaneous returnees from Tanzanian refugee camps and 
displaced persons in rural areas of Katanga lack access to 
food 

Unemployment is very high and there is little economic 
development. Even international and non-governmental 
organizations are largely unable to provide basic services 

in many rural areas. Many returnees and IDPs said that 
absent security 

receive food 


targets for criminal groups. 
6. Comment: The humanitarian challenges in northern and 


central Katanga are daunting. As noted in the 
International Crisis Group\'s recent report on Katanga 
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genesis of the current situation is complex and multi- 

layered 

responses. The planned deployment of peacekeepers in the 
area 

integration 

forces 

displaced by the long-running regional tensions. However 
an improvement of the grim reality on the ground will only 
come with increased security. End comment. 


MEECE 


Section) under headline \"US Assistant David Welch lauds US- 
UAE ties.\" 


Welch: We appreciate the bilateral relationship between our 
countries and consider it very important in all its 
aspects." 


2. Dubai-based Arabic daily \"Al-Bayan\" (circulation 
90 

Section) under headline \"US official: P&O deal did not 
affect US-UAE relations.\" 


Welch: \"President George Bush made great efforts to convince 
the Congress that Dubai Ports World is efficient and capable 
enough to manage US ports.\" 


3. Abu Dhabi-based Arabic daily \"Al-Ittinad\" (circulation 

65 

headline \"Welch lauds UAE efforts to achieve stability in 
Iraq and Afghanistan\" and in the Business Section under the 
subhead \"The era when Syria had custody over Lebanon is 
over.\" 


Welch: \"We appreciate the efforts taken by the UAE government 
to achieve stability and rebuild Afghanistan and Iraq. We do 
not the play the role of custodian over Lebanon.\" 


4. Dubai-based Pan Arab daily \"Emaratalyoum\" (circulation 
25 
headline \"US official: P&O deal will not affect US-UAE 
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relationship\". 


Welch: The wise leadership of the UAE played a prominent 
role in shortcutting the problem when it handed the 
management of the ports to a US company. 


5. Dubai-based Pan Arab daily \"Akhbar Al-Arab 
(circulation 25 

Section) under headline \"David Welch affirms his country\'s 
appreciation of its ties with the UAE.\" 


Welch: \"We appreciate the bilateral relationship between our 
countries and consider it very important in all its 
aspects.\" 


B. English Dailies 


1. Under the headline \"US official: No longlasting fallout 
over DP world issue 

Ports Authority for the way they handled affair 

English Language daily \"Gulf News\" (circulation 95 
March 30 page 7 article with photo in the Nation Section. 


Welch: \"US-UAE relations have suffered no long-term fallout 
over Dubai Ports World decision to transfer its US ports 
operations to a US authority. Did we learn some lessons from 
this? | think absolutely. The American administration has to 

be careful to make a more convincing case about issues such 
as foreign investment in strategic areas. And our foreign 
partners likewise want to pay attention to the political 
environment in the United States and to make presentations in 
a way that is responsive to that political environment.\" 


2. Under headline \"Welch: Behaviour of Tehran \'worrying\' 
GCC states 

regime is not accepted 

\"Khaleej Times\" (circulation 80 

with photo in the Nation Section. 


Welch: \"The GCC states are justified in their concerns about 
Iran\'s nuclear ambitions. We commend the government and the 
Dubai Ports Authority for the statesmanship the government 

has shown and the company\'s recent announcement that it will 
transfer its US ports operations to a US entity.\" 


With regard to Iran 

diplomatic solution. President George Bush has a clear and 
fixed idea of what is necessary 

off the table. However 
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Democracy in Arab world: 

\"... Welch said he had no contacts with former Syrian Vice- 
President Abdel Halim Khaddam 

he said the US has no objection to talk to him." 


C. TV 


1. UAE channel 2 carried a 2-minute report on March 29 
citing David Welch 

Welch lauded the decision taken by the government of Dubai 
to hand the management of the US ports to an American 
company to resolve the issue. He added that the UAE and the 
US are working together to conclude an FTA. 


2. Abu Dhabi TV carried a 7-minute interview on the daily 
program (News of the Day) March 29 with David Welch 
commenting on Syria 

Hamas. Abu Dhabi TV carried excerpts of David Welch\'s 
interview on News of the Day March 30 (Noon 


p.m.). 
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passing in December 2005 of an Interior Ministry-drafted law 
on political parties that restricts public funding for 

parties to those who win at least 5 percent of the national 
vote. The new law also requires parties to practice more 
democracy and ensure greater financial transparency in their 
internal affairs. Of Morocco\'s 28 plus legally registered 
parties 

comparatively stronger internal democracy 

for Justice and Development (PJD) and leftist Socialist Union 
of Popular Forces (USFP) appear to be the two most likely to 
emerge to fulfill the King\'s vision of a \"coherent\" majority 
and \"constructive\" opposition in 2007 

elections continue their trend of being freer and fairer than 
under former King Hassan Il. This cable summarizes the 
institutional constraints that limit the political activities 

of Morocco\'s leading parties and assesses each of their 
strengths and weaknesses. End Summary. 


Fractured Political Landscape 


2. (SBU) During the last parliamentary elections in 2002 
which were by most accounts (including our own) the freest 
and fairest in Morocco to date 

officially registered at the Interior Ministry (MOI). Ofthe 
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26 that ran candidates 

parliament\'s Chamber of Representatives (lower house). The 
government that was formed reflected a 6-party coalition 
grouping together conservatives with the former Communist 
party and including multiple political tendencies in between. 
The inability of the two main victors 

Istiglal Party 

led in part to King Mohammed\'s decision to appoint technocrat 
and former Interior Minister Driss Jettou 

elections 


King Urges Political Rationalization 


3. (C) Critics point to the formation of this broad 

coalition comprising parties at ideological odds with one 
another as a key reason for the governmentVs perceived 
failure to create enough jobs 

the population. This in turn has eroded the publics already 
low confidence in the political system. It also prompted 
public calls by the King 

slow-footedness in carrying out his vision for the country 

for a \"rationalization\" of the political landscape and the 
formation of V'strong coalitions\" and \"distinctive blocs V" that 
compete with each other on the basis of specific development 
platforms (ref A). Starting with the 2007 parliamentary 
elections 

alternating control at the top 

Moroccan citizens 

of Morocco\'s 28 plus officially recognized parties are best 
positioned to fulfill this vision 

institutional constraints that will limit their success? 


Royal Constraints 


4. (C) Although each political formation is unique 
Moroccan parties are subject to the same constraints inherent 
to the political environment in which they operate. Despite 
being led by a generally progressive 

Morocco is a constitutional monarchy in which supreme 
authority rests with the King. Political parties exist at 

the King\'s discretion. During the reign of former King 
Hassan Il 

manipulated elections 

opposition 

nationalist movement and encourage the development of a 
multi-party system. As lower house deputy Fatna ΕΙ Khiel 
(Popular Movement) told Poloffs in October 2005 

the father of all parties\" (ref B). Since his arrival in 

1999 
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and invited them to participate more in the exercise of 
power. 


5. (C) Yet 

appoints the government 

Ministers 

remove any minister 

Accordingly 

confront the authority of the state rather than share in its 
power. They are oriented to fight for democracy rather than 
live it. The experience of their leaders has programmed them 
to believe that power and legitimacy come from the top of the 
pyramid where the King rules rather than from the bottom 
where the people are. The King\'s steady opening has 
disoriented most parties 

rollback 

than reorienting themselves entirely toward the population 
parties instead have intensified calls for constitutional 

reforms as a means to ensure that the opening is genuine and 
lasting. 


Weak Internal Democracy 


6. (C) Inthe meantime 

undemocratic and their structures anachronistic. 
Heavy-handed 

parties 

collective action on behalf of the public interests it 
supposedly represents. This culture creates an environment 
where dissent within parties is quieted or marginalized and 
because leaders see youth and women as threats rather than 
tools for restoring party legitimacy 

stifled and women\'s access to political power is restricted. 
Party structures lack a robust framework for airing disputes. 
Militants who question the direction of their parties are 

left with few formal mechanisms to express disagreement 
internal revolts or party splits proliferate. 


Poor Performance in Parliament 


7. (C) Parties also suffer from the poor image that their 
parliamentarians have in the eyes of the population. 

Research by MEPI/USAID-funded National Democratic Institute 
(NDI) shows that deputies are widely perceived as not taking 
their jobs seriously and are accused of protecting their own 
interests rather than representing those of citizens. The 
negative perception of parliament 

remains a serious concern 

paltry 68 parliamentarians (21 percent) voted in the lower 
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house\'s October 2005 vote on the political party law 

example 

November 2005 vote on the budget law 

these two bills were arguably the most important pieces of 
legislation passed by parliament during its fall session. 
According to Istiqlal executive board member and upper house 
councilor Mohamed ΕΙ Ansari 

can be considered legitimate public servants; we\'re the ones 
who do all the work.\" Lower house deputy Ahmed Zarouf 
(Popular Movement) expressed identical statements to Poloffs 
in February 2006. Many deputies view their jobs as no more 
than a stepping stone to one day becoming a minister. 


8. (C) Another part of the problem stems from the 
institutional deficiencies of parliament. Bureaucratically 
it remains subordinate to the monarchy and is the last 
institution -- after the government 

of Moroccan legislation 

legislation. The King reserves the right to veto any laws 
dissolve either house of parliament 

Deputies complain that the government is indifferent toward 
the legislature and lacks respect for the prerogatives 
delegated to the parliament in the area of legislative 
functioning and oversight of the executive branch. They also 
complain that the government 

too often gives parliament too little time to deliberate 
draft laws 

Agreement-related 

passed in December 2005 (ref C). Meanwhile 

is slow to take action on proposed legislation that 
originates in parliament. According to Moroccan press 
government has not yet responded to 109 law proposals 
(Wpropositions de loi\") that parliament has made since 
October 2002. 


Parties at Crossroads 


9. (C) Stuck between a monarch calling for a democratic 
reorientation of parties and a political system in which the 
same monarch holds and exerts supreme power 

action of Morocco\'s leading parties -- with rare exception -- 
is rendered divided and ineffective. Preoccupied with the 
imbalance of power between parties and the Palace 
expend tremendous energy and resources militating for 
expansion of the competencies of parliament and a 
strengthening of the prime minister\'s prerogatives. This 
effort diverts parties\' attention away from their fundamental 
role as organizers of society and mouthpieces for the people 
and it exacerbates the public\'s perception that politicos 
only care about their own interests and are out of touch with 
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the people 

International Republican Institute found (ref C). This is 

one of the reasons that the King pushed for the adoption of a 
new law on political parties 

December 2005 

democracy and financial transparency in party affairs (ref 

D). Only the strongest and nimblest parties will succeed in 
striking this delicate balance. 


Party Assessment: Popular Movement Union (70 MPs) 


10. (SBU) Background: The traditionally rural Popular 
Movement Union (UMP) is the product of the impending 
re-constitution of Morocco\'s three pro-Berber parties -- the 
Popular Movement (MP) 

the Democratic Union (UD) -- into one entity. The UMP will 
hold its constituent congress on March 24-25 

Established in 1959 

around the monarch 

Amazigh as a national language 

dwellersY monopoly on government positions and preference for 
a one-party system. Despite their rural origins 

parties have made important inroads into Morocco\'s cities 
winning seats in Casablanca 

the 2003 municipal elections. 


11. (C) Strengths: As the largest caucus in the lower 
house 

political force. Its greatest strength lies in the 

personalities of its members 

landowners who wield significant influence in rural 
communities. UMP parties tend to enlist strong candidates 
whose Berber identity appeals to voters. They are 
long-standing allies of the Palace and 

independent weekly Le Journal 

urging of the MOI. 


12. (C) Weaknesses: The UMP is very much a work in 
progress. It was not until January 2006 when members of the 
executive board of the UD orchestrated a revolt to overthrow 
UD founder and secretary general Bouazza Ikken that UD\'s 
support for the unified UMP was secured. (Note: The 
mutineers objected to IkkenVs unilateral decisionmaking and 
constant waffling on the merger 

End Note.) The new party will have to overcome the steeply 


ingrained culture of rivalry and competition that flourishes 

at the base of the three formations. The UMP does what the 
Palace wants 

country\'s problems 
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as Ikken\'s clumsy ouster demonstrates. Despite being formed 
in 2004 

follow the party\'s orders uniformly 

elections for parliament speaker in April 2005 when a sizable 
group of UMP deputies refused to vote for Abdelwahed Radi 
(USFP) on the second ballot. As lower house deputy Zarouf 
explained to Poloffs in February 2006 

the UMP because of a platform (which he said does not exist) 
but because it is convenient. It also remains to be seen 
whether MP secretary general and Minister of Agriculture 
Mohand Laenser and the MNP\'s domineering 

Mahjoubi Aherdan will be able to co-exist at the top of the 
new party as 


Party Assessment: Istiqlal Party (60 MPs) 


13. (SBU) Background: Founded in 1944 

the patriarch of Morocco\'s nationalist parties. It emerged 

as a result of national awareness and the need to organize 
the activities of nationalists in their struggle against 

French and Spanish occupation. It seeks to uphold Islamic 
values and advocates democratic government. On the eve of 
the 1992 parliamentary elections 

alliance 

USFP 

other parties that have since abandoned the alliance. 
Working together 

re-writing of the constitution in 1996. In October 2005 

Istiqlal renewed its commitment to the Koutla and announced a 
pact with USFP for the 2007 elections 

long-standing 

according to Moroccan press reports. 


14. (C) Strengths: Istiqlal has widespread name recognition 
and a well-organized 

society. According to leader Abbas ΕΙ Fassi 

instituted a 20-percent quota for women at each level of its 
bureaucracy and has two directly elected women 
parliamentarians 

E). It has a vibrant youth wing that meets regularly. It 
boasts strong Islamic credentials 

favor of the Palestinians 

nationalist causes like the Western Sahara. It counts on the 
support of organized labor 

Moroccan Workers (UGTM). While historically pro-monarchy 
challenges the Palace 

appeals of late for more power for parliament and the prime 
minister. The party is aware of the most important social 
and economic problems facing the country. 
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15. (C) Weaknesses: Upper house councilor ΕΙ Ansari told 
Poloff in December 2005 that the heads of Morocco\'s largest 
and most influential families continue to dominate the 

party\'s leadership structure and exert a tight grip on the 
direction of the party. While party members criticize the 
government and Palace behind closed doors 

Ansari 

Wrapped up in the glory of its nationalist past 

has a tendency to dwell on the fruits of its struggles rather 
than on the design of a new and innovative social program for 
the country. Along with USFP 

the PJD-led opposition\'s criticism of the Jettou government. 
It also carries the baggage of being the pet party of 
Morocco\'s historical Fes-based bourgeoisie 

appeal to potential supporters in the context of Morocco\'s 
highly charged regional rivalries 


Party Assessment: Socialist Union of Popular Forces (56 MPs) 


16. (SBU) Background: Founded in 1975 

origins to leftist dissidents of the National Union of 

Popular Forces 

opposition to the government led to the arrest and conviction 
of many of its members 

Minister of Territory Development 

Mohamed El Yazghi. Ravaged by two decades of state 
oppression 

party to lead the government and the first to take the reigns 
during the era of government by alternation.\" The party is 
a strong proponent of MoroccoYs democratic transition. It 
seeks to rally all leftist parties around itself in a quest 

to form a united socialist left. In December 2005 

absorbed the Democratic Socialist Party (PSD) and acquired 
PSD\'s four lower house deputies. The move isolates the 
former Communist PPS and Parti Al Ahd 

formed the Socialist Alliance. Also in December 2005 
secretary of state in charge of small and medium enterprises 


SIPDIS 

Abdelkrim Benatik left the party to create a new party 
according to press; a small group of militants reportedly 
followed him. 


17. (C) Strengths: The USFP has glowing credentials as a 
militant for democracy. It is not afraid to battle for 

change even at the price of self-sacrifice. \"We have labored 
for three decades 

Poloff in 2005 

reforms we seek then we are prepared for it" In August 
2005 
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social problems and recommend policy to the party 

to press. USFP is meeting with citizen groups to hear ideas 
and incorporate them into an innovative platform for 2007 
press indicates. It\'s modernizing its structures and 
following its June 2005 national congress 

abolished its administrative and central committees 

work was duplicative of the national council. It established 

a 20-percent quota for women and 10 percent for youth in all 
governing bodies 

active and cohesive and its leader exerts considerable 
influence in parliament. The June 2005 congress appears to 
have cemented El Yazghi as party leader and Radi as his 
deputy; notwithstanding Benatik\'s departure and some 
rumblings from the youth wing 

fall in line behind El Yazghi in the run-up to 2007. 


18. (C) Weaknesses: USFP\'s public image has plummeted since 
it joined the government in 1997. Now publicly regarded as a 
party that has been \"bought 

credentials have taken a hit. A party of heady intellectuals 

and academics 

assuming power. El Yazghi is often at odds with the youth 

wing and has waged an open battle with dynamic 

Secretary of State to the Prime Minister for Youth 


SIPDIS 

El Gahs 

press sources. Other intense 

an anchor on the party\'s march toward a modernized and 
democratic internal structure 

creation of the Unified Socialist Party (PSU) following the 
September 2005 merger of the Unified Socialist Left with the 
Moroccan association Faithfulness to Democracy threatens 
USFP\'s goal of galvanizing the left around itself. A 
stronger than expected showing by the PSU in 2007 could 
divide the left into two rival formations and dilute its 

power in the lower house. Currently 

leftist parties account for just some 80 of the lower house\'s 
325 seats 

means that the USFP will need to forge political 

ideological 

(like it has with Istiglal) 


Party Assessment: Party for Justice and Development (42 MPs) 


19. (C) Background: The sole 

Morocco 

union of religious hard-liners in the form of the Reform and 
Unification Movement with young 

intellectuals and civic-minded volunteers 
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advocates good governance 

minister and parliament. It opposes corruption 

power 

and inefficient public administration. It recognizes the 
King\'s religious authority 

Charity Organization. It has adopted a pragmatic and 
responsible approach to assuming power. Espousing a desire 
to learn how to govern in a gradual manner 

to limit the number of districts in which it ran candidates 

in the 2002 and 2003 elections but has signaled its intention 
to run full-bore in 2007. In November 2005 

charter of cooperation with the liberal democratic Citizen 
Forces party 

open to all partners. Secretary general Saad Eddin ΕΙ 
Othmani also has stated publicly that the party is 
considering a possible alliance with the centrist National 
Rally of Independents (RNI). In December 2005 

Khalidi 

small group of former PJD militants 

aimed at creating an alternative Islamist movement based on 
openness 

press. 


20. (C) Strengths: The PJD advocates a specific platform 
and holds its members accountable to defending it in all 
aspects of their political activities. Its serious and 
conscientious political action is inspired by a strong 
faith-based 

protecting its public image; its deputies take pride in 

taking public transportation to attend parliamentary sessions 
and often refuse to attend events where alcohol is served. 

It enjoys the public perception of being a V'no nonsense\" 
organization. It is the single most active party at the 
grassroots level 

practitioner of the politics of proximity. The PUD fines its 
caucus members for missing sessions in parliament. It gives 
its young militants opportunities to shine. It has a strong 
record on internal democracy and has advanced the role of 
women in its governing structures. (Note: The PJD caucus 
has the highest percentage of women deputies than any other 
party in the lower house. End Note.) According to Zarouf 

it is the only party that can accurately quantify the level 

of its support in terms of number of likely votes in every 
electoral district. 


21. (C) Weaknesses: The party\'s principle weakness lies in 
its religious reference. The GOM 

several occasions that the \"Islamists are not to be trusted 

is very suspicious of the party\'s real intentions should it 
come to power. The May 16 terrorist bombings were a huge 
test for the party. It continues to try to differentiate 
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itself from Islamic extremists by denouncing terrorist acts 
and being on the front lines of calls for tolerance and 
moderation. The public anti-alcohol and pro-hijab stands of 
party hard-liners make potential supporters nervous and lend 
weight to its rivals\' arguments that it is too radical to be 
entrusted with public administration. Although its 

reputation for having strong internal democracy is well 
deserved 

struggle between hard-liners and moderates would overly 
strain the party in the event it comes to power. (Note: As 
an example of this struggle 

the party\'s election of hard-liner Mustapha Ramid as caucus 
leader in favor of the more moderate Abdellah Baha in October 
2004. In October 2005 

chair the Committee on Justice 

in the lower house. End Note.) Because of the Palace\'s 
misgivings about the party and the nature of Morocco\'s 
multi-party system 

with another party to form the majority; any potential 

partner is likely to have already been tainted by 

participating in previous governments. 


Party Assessment: National Rally of Independents (39 MPs) 


22. (SBU) Background: RNI emerged from a caucus comprising 
61 deputies elected to parliament with no party affiliation 

who grouped together in 1978 after municipal and 
parliamentary elections in 1976 and 1977 

party is criticized for its close association with the 

monarchy -- indeed 

created by the Palace. Ex-prime minister and brother-in-law 

of former King Hassan II 

since its creation. RNI split in the 1980s 

formation of the National Democratic Party. Osman\'s 

allegedly undemocratic management of party affairs prompted a 
mini-revolt in January 2006 when 

the party 

Human Rights Mohamed Aujjar prevailed upon the executive 
board to agree to reform the party and consider a change in 
leadership 

indicate that Osman has reasserted control in recent weeks by 
making concessions 

the executive board and establishing 16 committees to suggest 
ways to reform the party. In December 2005 

party 

partners USFP and Istiglal concerning 2007 elections 
considering an alliance with the PJD 

Aujourd\'hui Le Maroc. Lower house deputy and deputy mayor of 
Rabat sister city Sale 

November 2005 that RNI could play the role as a moderating 
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force in a PJD-led government. 


23. (C) Strengths: Despite its dubious beginnings 

party evolved to represent the political interests of big 
business. Its main supporters and deputies still come mainly 
from the ranks of Morocco\'s wealthiest farmers 

and bankers. RNI still has a strong presence in both houses 
of parliament; its caucus in the Chamber of Councilors (upper 
house) comprises 47 councilors (17 percent) and is the 
largest 

seven with 39 deputies (12 percent). 


24. (C) Weaknesses: Because ΗΝΙ represents the interests of 
privileged landowners and bankers 

to those of the monarchy 

masses and has no popular base 

poll on popular political attitudes (ref Γ). Osman\'s 
28-year-long stranglehold on the party has extinguished most 
of the party\'s dynamism and further dimmed its appeal to its 
natural power base in business circles. The party 
desperately needs an infusion of new energy and a rebirth 
under new leadership. Yet Osman 

meeting with the Ambassador was not engaged on any of the 
topics discussed and gave the impression of being aloof from 
his party and disengaged from Morocco\'s socio-economic 
realities (ref G) 

to unseat (should he wish to stay) 

by Aujjar and company. 


Other Parties 


25. (SBU) Of Morocco\'s remaining parties 

only the PPS 

Ahd 

weathering the storm of complying with the new party law 
which limits public funding for parties to those that win at 
least 5 percent of the national vote. Former Communists 
PPS is now a well-organized 

in close touch with societal and political realities in 
Morocco and is motivated to stay near the top. However 

is not the most effective party at translating its ideas into 

a platform and an election strategy that appeal to voters. 

It will struggle to 

threshold in 2007. Its main weaknesses lie in a paltry voter 
base and in the USFP\'s efforts to force its hand by isolating 
it politically. USFP caucus chair Lachgar confirmed the 
USFP\'s strategy to marginalize the PPS to Poloff in a 
conversation in January 2006. 


Comment 
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26. (C) We are persuaded that of Morocco\'s leading parties 
the PJD and USFP are in the best position to take advantage 
of the political opening by King Mohammed. Each party is 
politically active 

less so than PJD) 

Each appears to be individually respected by the Palace as a 
formidable political force 

oppressive treatment of the USFP since the 1970s (which has 
relaxed since it joined the government in 1997) and the 
Moroccan GovernmentVs repeated insinuations to us about the 
PJD\'s true intentions. Each is vocal about its desire to 
strengthen parliament\'s powers and expand the prerogatives of 
the prime minister in a tug of war with the monarchy. Both 
parties have equally high hopes for the 2007 elections 

the PJD\'s Islamic-framed political values gives it wider 
appeal 

whom are uneducated and illiterate and therefore more prone 
to the PJD\'s appeals to the heart than the USFP\'s appeals to 
the intellect. 

Visit Embassy RabatVs Classified Website; 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/rabat 
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reiterated that position during a March 27 meeting 

that Hamas \"owes its current position to previous agreements 
including the Oslo accords 

other elements of previous agreements\" such as nonviolence 
Israel 

\"pick and choose.\" The SAG 

ideological support for dialogue and engagement rather than 
isolation in virtually all circumstances. The Israelis share 

our concerns 

meet a South African delegation. Marx also noted that the 
SAG holds substantial Iraqi debt and pledged to check on the 
status of possible debt relief. He doubted the SAG would 
open a mission in Iraq until security improved. End Summary. 


2. (C) CDA met with SAG DFA Chief Director for the Middle 
East Ambassador Johann Marx on March 22 

press reports that Hamas officials might visit South Africa 
drawing on Ref A points. DFA Director of The Levant and 
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PolCounselor also attended. CDA strongly urged the SAG to 
hold off on contacts with Hamas until Hamas accepts quartet 
conditions. CDA noted that the SAG and Palestinians have 
exchanged diplomatic missions 

effectively without high profile visits. CDA also stressed 

that Hamas would use a high level visit to acquire 

legitimacy 

South Africa visit had almost certainly been just for that 
reason. 


3. (C) Marx stated that the SAG understands the quartet 
conditions 

Africa at some future date within this framework. The SAG\'s 
goal 

process 

encourage Hamas to recognize a two-state solution 

violence 

between Israel and the PLO (\"which neither party has 
implemented\"). Inthe SAG view 

other outside country except the U.S. can influence direct 
negotiations \"since Israel only trusts the U.S. 

Marx. He recounted SAG \"SPIER Initiative\" efforts between 
2002 and 2004 to bring Palestinians and Israelis together for 
dialogue in South Africa. The objective has been to share 
South Africa\'s experience of bridging hardline positions of 
former apartheid leaders and the ANC via negotiation 
dialogue and the ballot. He said we all pressed the 
Palestinians to be democratic under the Oslo Accords and now 
must live with the outcome of free and fair democratic 
elections. 


4. (C) Marx stressed that South Africa would not allow itself 

to be misrepresented 

on key principles such as acceptance of Israel\'s right to 

exist and nonviolence. He stated \"they will come and the SAG 
will continue to engage them in any event 

ultimately accept the conditions 

immediately say so publicly" He noted a Newsweek report 
that 68% of Hamas supporters and 86% of all Palestinians 
support negotiation with Israel. Marx affirmed that \"the SAG 
will not be out of step with the UN.\" 


5. (C) To discuss how to move the process forward 

disclosed that Intelligence Minister Kasrils and Deputy 

ForMin Pahad plan to visit Israel 

the Palestinians within the next few weeks 

visits to South Africa by PLO President Abbas and the King of 
Jordan. (NOTE: Press reports indicate that the Pahad/Kasrils 
visit could be as early as next week. END NOTE) Marx said 
that on Pahad\'s instructions he was to relaying this 
information to the CDA and requested that it be kept 
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confidential until all the countries involved were informed 
of SAG plans. 


6. (C) Charge followed up this discussion on March 27 with 
Presidential Legal Advisor Mojanku Gumbi 

A points. Gumbi reiterated the SAG position outlined by 
Marx. In particular 

current position to previous agreements 

accords 

previous agreements\" such as nonviolence 

exist 

CDA repeatedly stressed that Hamas would attempt to 
manipulate meetings with the SAG for its own purposes and 
that high level contact risks hardening the Hamas position. 


7.(C) Backed by his Deputy Ilan Fluss 

llan Baruch told CDA on March 27 that the DFA had informed 
him only the week before of SAG plans to visit Israel 

Syria 

Africa. (NOTE: He also said that someone in the Jewish 
community here already had informed him of these initiatives 
in December 2005. End note.) Ambassador Baruch said the DFA 
had asked whether Israel maintained the policy from the 
Arafat period of not receiving any official delegation that 

met with the PLO. He said he had no instructions from Tel 
Aviv on the last point but thought it best not to give an 

explicit answer at this time. Baruch noted his personal 
opinion that the SAG risked alienating Israel and the U.S. by 
pursuing its present course 

complicated by elections and likely coalition building after 

the elections. Ambassador Baruch said wanted V'some practical 
way\" of changing the SAGVs plan 

Hamas visit to South Africa and the proposed April 6-10 SAG 
visit to the MidEast. CDA noted that he had initiated a 
meeting recently with the DFA to reiterate the USG and 
quartet\'s position in dealing with Hamas. CDA welcomed 
further coordination on the issue. 


8. (C) Ambassador Baruch said he planned to meet with Deputy 
Minister Pahad on March 29 to \"load him with another piece of 
substance." According to Baruk 

Hamas transform from an armed struggle organization to a 
viable political party. Ambassador Baruch said he had heard 
that Hamas had asked to meet with the SAG defense 
establishment to learn how to transform a \"jigsaw\" of 
organizations into one security apparatus. He resented not 
hearing from the SAG earlier 
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is implementing a \"carefully calculated design with timing 
and outcome\" that in his view serves President Mbeki\'s 
political goal of \"using the Middle East conflict to become a 
player on the world scene.\" 


9. (C) Fluss subsequently told DepPolCouns on March 28 that 
they had received instructions from Tel Aviv to \"ignore\" the 

DFA query. They had considered and decided against 
recommending an Olmert-Mbeki phone call because it could have 
\"no positive outcome\". He had outlined Israeli concerns to 

DFA working levels following Charge\'s meeting with Baruch but 
had stressed that domestic politics would make it extremely 
difficult for any Israeli official to meet with the South 

Africans following the Kasrils trip. 


IRAN 


10. (C) Drawing parallels between SAG relations with Hamas 
and Iran 

from its \"intransigence\" but affirmed support for the 
country\'s right to pursue peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 
The SAG\'s approach is for \"talk 

The CDA noted that Iran\'s rejection of reasonable EU-3 and 
Russian offers and single minded (and secret) pursuit of a 
full nuclear fuel cycle for a still non-existent reactor 

indicates that its interest is not peaceful nuclear energy. 
Marx looked uncomfortable and noted that Iran 

program was not within his portfolio. 


11. (C) In response to Ref B points 

\"significant\" Iraqi debt primarily from military sales 

dating back to when Iraq was \"also on good terms with the 
U.S.\" That debt has not been recouped 

not know SAG intentions and promised to check. Per Marx 
DFA was not involved in the recent Iraqi parliamentary 
delegation\'s visit to South Africa and meeting with President 
Mbeki 

recent Muslim conference on the outskirts of Pretoria 
participant in the Mbeki meeting told PolCounselor that the 
Iraqis \"got everything they wanted from President Mbeki.\") 
Notwithstanding what the President promised 

expect to open a SAG Mission in Iraq because of the \"security 
situation.\" Instead 

opening more Embassies in Africa 
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12. (C) We do not subscribe to Ambassador Baruch 
Machiavellian view of SAG intent regarding its involvement in 
the Middle East Peace Process. The SAG believes that its own 
experience of reconciliation and transition makes it a useful 
model and mediator in conflicts around the world. They argue 
that their willingness to engage Hamas is an extension of a 
much longer policy of engagement with both Israelis and 
Palestinians 

Parliamentarians and then-Deputy Prime Minister Olmert. We 
will continue to press the SAG on its engagement of Hamas 
focusing on the fact that such engagement will likely harden 
Hamas attitudes and ultimately be counterproductive. If the 
SAG regional visit takes place (as seems likely) 

makes no public concession toward Quartet principles (as 
seems likely) 

South Africans that the reciprocal Hamas visit should be 
\"delayed\" until such time as Hamas is ready to play a 
constructive role. 
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orders than as advisers with real influence on the 
President 


3. (C) While Morales excels at domestic political 
machinations 

areas of economics and international relations 
decisionmaking. A man who likes to be in control 

has shown an eagerness for learning what he needs to make his 
own decisions in these areas. He has sought out intellectual 
\"experts 

provide him tutoring in the areas he lacks. Morales often 
tunes out detailed economic discussions with foreign 

officials and will at times defer to his \"experts\" when 
speaking to the press 

issues he is uncertain about. His domestic intellectual 
advisers (SEPTEL) 

Linera 

Minister of Planning Carlos Villegas 

ideologues and have tended to have more influence with the 
President compared to his domestic political advisers because 
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of his difficulty grasping complex economic theories and lack 
of experience in the international arena. Unfortunately 

some of this advice borrows from a storehouse of discredited 
ideas and fantasyland assumptions. 
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Evo: The Cuban and Venezuelan conspirator 


4. (S/NF) The third group is a pandora\'s box of Cuban and 
Venezuelan advisers 

President. While we do not know the extent of their 
presence 

privately with his foreign advisers multiple times a week 
without any domestic advisers present. The same reporting 
also indicates that he receives both political and economic 
advice from the Cubans. Morales is implementing several 
programs initiated by the Cubans and Venezuelans in the areas 
of education 

the President\'s domestic advisers are working hand in hand 
with the Cubans and Venezuelans 

markets with Venezuelan trade deals 

says that they are regularly traveling to Cuba for political 
training. 


5. (C) Comment: Morales has had a roller-coaster 
relationship with several of his key domestic advisers 
especially Vice President Garcia Linera. He is highly 
suspicious by nature and is unlikely to tolerate advisers 
with their own agenda for power and recognition. Morales 
likely sees the Cuban and Venezuelan advisers as 
non-threatening to his domestic power. In addition 
admirer of Cuban President Fidel Castro and Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chavez 

longevity of their time in power and seeks to emulate their 
\"success.\" If Morales grows wary of his domestic advisers he 
is likely to rely more heavily on his foreign advisers to 
carry out his vision. End comment. 

GREENLEE 
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features students and members of the working and middle 
classes who 

and the leftist parties (including the main opposition 
center-left Socialist party) 

largely peacefully against a labor reform promulgated nearly 
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without parliamentary debate by a center-right majority 
government. The difference is further underscored by 
television and print media images of underprivileged 
almost exclusively male suburban youths seen clearly 
exploiting the demonstrations to attack demonstrators and 
police alike. It is tempting to conclude that the events of 
November and March have very little 


Causes Same 

3. (C) Such a conclusion would nonetheless be somewhat 
misleading 

the same underlying causes -- namely economic stagnation and 
employment inflexibility that results in lack of opportunity 

for the young. Whether underclass 

class 

they either already are 

denied the kinds of career prospects -- modest or otherwise 
but in either event stable and predictable -- enjoyed by the 
previous generations. They differ in that the March 
demonstrators remain relatively empowered within the system. 
Their efforts are aimed at influencing a system to which they 
feel they still or should belong 

of a piece of legislation passed with undue haste and without 
an attempt to solicit their buy-in. The underclass youths of 
November 

society 

anger 


Both in a Downward Spiral 

4. (C) Unemployment in France 

percent overall for years and at 22 percent for French youth 
(and 40 percent for underclass suburban youth) 

nothing new. What is new is that for today\'s youths of all 
classes -- with the exception of those students who qualify 
for the elite schools (the so-called grandes ecoles\") -- the 
goals of attaining a standard of living higher than that of 
their parents and of planning their lives accordingly 

the predictability that follows from relative job security 
appear increasingly and irrevocably beyond their reach. In 
the case of underclass youth from the suburbs 

to the conclusion that the hard work of their parents 

in menial jobs and at low wages 

improvement in their own prospects 

find work at all. The factory jobs of yore have simply 
disappeared. Although to a lesser extent 

over diminishing prospects holds true 

much higher numbers of students now attending the less 
prestigious universities. Many of them will complete their 
studies 
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use of other opportunities 
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the credentials that will make them attractive to future 
employers. But jobs with genuine career prospects are 
increasingly few and far between. 


The Sound - 

5. (C) The differences between November and March are 
perhaps best explained by the psychological reactions of the 
underclass and student youth to France\'s ongoing crisis of 
unemployment. The March demonstrators appear motivated 
primarily by a pervasive sense of anxiety; they are 
protesting \"for\" the French system and preservation of the 
status quo rather than \"against\" it and for change 

that the predictable careers and job benefits of the previous 
generation 

them. They resent that their generation is being singled out 
to bear the burden of lessened job security in lieu of 
spreading the sacrifice more equitably throughout French 
society (whence the volatile indignation and charges of 
discrimination in what purports to be an egalitarian 

society). That said 

exists a more inclusive 

problems 

they have channeled their protests through the existing 
system. 


- And the Fury 

6. (C) A minority of the underclass suburban youths 
contrast 

Bereft of schooling 

are outsiders with little 

Effectively excluded from the French political scene 
(underclass minorities are not active in 

any of the major political parties 

Socialist Party and the Communist party) 

means at their disposal to articulate their anger in a 
coherent fashion. As a result 

out\" their fury in acts of vandalism and acts of defiance 
against the police. This is a vicious cycle 

urban culture 

reinforce the systemic racial and ethnic discrimination that 
is preventing their integration into French society. 
Additionally 

discriminatory society and their demonstrations as efforts to 
preserve the status quo. This also helps explain why a small 
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minority of these underclass youths are prepared to prey on 
the March demonstrators despite the fact that they and their 
student counterparts are confronted with the same problems of 
unemployment and dimming prospects for their futures. 


So far Separate 

7. (C) Thus far at least 

demonstrators of March have viewed each other more as 
adversaries than as potential allies 

their different social and ethnic origins. There have been 

no attempts to make common cause 

through concerted action. Indeed 

have every reason to view the underclass suburban youth with 
great distrust 

prey on the former during recent demonstrations. But that 
does not mean that convergence 

outside the realm of possibility. There is always a chance 
that tensions between the government on the one side 
students and labor unions on the other 

increase if both sides continue to hold firm in their 

positions. In a worst-case scenario 

confrontations between demonstrators (or suburban hooligans) 
and police could spark more widespread civil disturbances 
possibly even setting off in parallel a new round of violence 

in the suburbs. 


Please visit ParisW Classified Website at: 
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Amazigh culture and history to visitors 

inhabitants understand themselves to be fully integrated and 
not to have a separate identity from other Moroccans. At the 
same time 

areas benefit more from the regional governmental structure 
than the Erfour-Rissani area does. End Summary. 


2. (U) The road from Rabat to Irfrane 
only English-language university in Morocco 
winds through agricultural fields to the foothills of the 
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Middle Atlas mountain range. In the second week of March 
the remains of a major snowstorm in February were still 
visible. Al-Akhawayn University is designed like a small 
French village -- small 

roofs. 


3. (U) The road slowly winds through the mountains to 
Midelt. Midelt lies on the northern side of the mountains 
and has a large Amazigh population. Hassan Aourid 

of Meknes-Tafilalt (reftel) 

and museum in Midelt. It is in Midelt where a visitor is 
initially exposed to the selling of Amazigh culture. Souvenir 
vendors 

mountains 

Midelt. From Midelt 

and descends to Er Rachidia 

anti-Atlas. The drive south to Erfoud is through foothills 
and eventually desert. 


4. (SBU) Erfoud is a busy place 

economic energies towards tourism. Billing itself as the 
\"threshold of the desert 

in vans and busloads of tourists who will spend time riding 
camels on the Saharan dunes in Merzouga to the southeast. 
The main road south is lined with tourist shops 

cultural artifacts from rugs to jewelry 

Driving through Erfoud 

with bicycles. The cyclers are of all ages and both sexes: 
men and boys 

(Note: While it is usually assumed that a women or girl with 
a scarf covering her hair is making a religious statement 

the truth may have more to do with other cultural patterns 
e.g. 

the wind and sand quickly make hair dirty; and 

bicycle with hair whipping around one\'s face would be 
dangerous. The women and girls knotted their scarves or tied 
them gently in the back 

people were not exhibiting conservative Muslim leanings. 
Conversations with the population indicated various reasons 
for women wearing scarves 

of strict interpretations of Islam. End Note.) 


5. (SBU) As the traditional date farming in the Erfoud area 
has declined 

the tourist industry. The industry caters to all levels of 
tourists from backpackers to tour buses. A hotel training 
institute is located on the outskirts of Erfoud. (Comment: 
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The water problems in the Erfoud-Rissani area are obvious. A 
dam in Er Rachidia has partially created the problem 
available water resources are being used to the north 

the lack of rain in the last ten years in the entire eastern 
section of the anti-Atlas has exacerbated the water shortage 
problem. Palm trees are dead or dying and there is 
insufficient water to use in the irrigation system. 

Throughout the anti-Atlas 

is used: plots of land have soil berms around them 

floods the plot. The water allotment system is based on 
trust 

only uses that amount. The water measurement is the 
\"tartassed\" in Amazigh and is both a unit and an amount of 
time. Note that the tourism industry will likely demand 
greater water resources 

the local population. End Comment.) 


6. (U) The two-lane road south of Erfoud to Rissani is 

lined with what once were extensive date palm farms. Today 
most of the trees are dead or dying and the ground has 
patches of salt. In early (Roman) and late antiquity 

Rissani was a major caravan center because of the oasis which 
was known as V'Sijilmassa. With the oasis mostly gone and 
the date farm industry all but over 

is visible: multi-storeyed mudbrick houses 

\"kasbahs 

central faucets 

tourists. 


7. (U) Modern Rissani is known as the founding place for the 
current ruling Moroccan dynasty 

the town 

Alaouite history 

were created by the American archaeologist who excavated the 
site and are the primary museum display. The panels 

explicate the site\'s history and the importance of the gold 

from Sudan. (Note: The Moroccan archaeologist present would 
not comment on pre-Islamic inhabitation at the site. End 

Note.) 


8. (C) On March 12 
an Amazigh English teacher 
English coordinator for the Ministry of National Education. 
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Boubekri described himself as an \"integrated Berber 

means \"someone who accepts life as it is.\" Part of the 
reason why Boubekri defines himself as integrated has to with 
the history of the Amazigh in the Erfoud-Rissani area. The 
Amazigh have intermarried with Arabs for centuries 

there were severe tensions in the 1960s between the two 
groups. (Note: Boubekri seemed to be alluding to 

difficulties immediately following independence. When 
pushed 

Note.) When problems occur between the individuals 
reconciliations are reached in the mosques. From Boubekri\'s 
perspective 

of the caravans. (Note: Boubekri said there are racial 
problems in Souss-Massa to the west (reftel) 

sub-Saharan African population 

brought to work in the fields 

Note.) The most important Amazigh characteristic with which 
Boubekri identifies is \"tamsumat 

diplomatic way.\" Following \"tamsumat 

noble man 


9. (C) For Boubekri 

to work are local ones 

associations should concentrate on economic and social 
development and not on 

Berber language.\" If people want to know those things 
asserted 

in the Erfoud area are predominantly centrist; the National 
Democratic Party (PND) is the most appealing 

are not involved 

d\'etre\" appeared to be to maintain the Erfoud area as it once 
was with date palm farms. (Note: This theme was repeated 
consistently. While educated individuals know the GOM and 
the regional government can do little about the water 
shortage 

needed to do was \"push a button\" and everything would be as 
it used to be in the Erfoud area. End Note.) 
Parliamentarians and business people are 

Boubekri 

water. For Boubekri 

return from Rabat 

significantly 

old ways of living 


10. (C) Boubekri guided Missionoffs through a partially 
restored \"kasbah\" or large family dwelling which would 
originally have accommodated between 400 to 500 people. He 
was proud of the kasbah which is being refurbished with 
private funds. He was 

differentiation within the kasbah 

gate was for the men and the wells were for the women. 
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(Comment: When asked why he did not live in a restored 
kasbah 

concrete house. His appreciation for the kasbah seemed to 
extend to a romantic view of what the past was like in 
Erfoud. End Comment.) 


11. (C) Boubekri showed no interest in the Western Sahara 
issue 

\"moudawana.\" He said the people in the Erfoud area \"do not 
really care\" about the moudawana because they had the same 
rights prior to the new code. His implication was that the 

code was for an Arab population 

that specifically. When asked about judges and the court 
system in implementing the new family reform 

judges used \"tamsumat\" before the institution of the 
moudawana 

Boubekri implied an Amazigh tribal adjudication system 
without being specific. 


12. (C) Mubarak Achabrou 

the Erfoud-Rissani area 

also thinks that integration of the Amazigh has happened and 
is fine. Achabrou 

the language and is himself a poet 

Amazigh culture. Like his father before him 

poetry at weddings and cultural events. While arguing 
strongly for a standard Amazigh language because the three 
main groups (reftel) do not necessarily understand each 
other 

Achabrou desires an Amazigh identity within the larger 
cultural identity of Morocco. He did 

he understood why others 

differently. Wanting to be understood 

importance of the long-term Moroccan military base which was 
in Erfoud under King Hassan II. He implied that the 
population in the area lived under intimidation and that 

their attitudes were still colored by the past. 


13. (C) Over dinner on March 12 

Abdelrahman Bel Hassan 

Moulay Mustapha ldrissi 

Mestouri 

(Note: La Liberation is one of the French-language 
newspapers 

Popular Forces 

and member of a human rights organization; and Malika 
Akhenji 

Amelagou is a village in the Atlas mountain range 
approximately four hours from Erfoud. Akhenji and her 
colleagues traveled to Erfoud to meet Missionoffs. End Note.) 
According to the dinner participants 
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isolated from Er Rachidia and the rest of the Meknes-Tafilalt 
region and suffers because of this. There is a lack of 
attention paid to the area on the part of the government 
the regional government is not dealing with the water 
problems adequately 

the area; however 

of the cost the government is expecting it to provide 
according to Bel Hassan. (Note: Solid waste disposal is 
also an issue in the Erfoud-Rissani area; however 

the main concern. End Note.) 


14. (C) Of the dinner participants 

outspoken concerning political parties 

being an elected official. His opinion is that only the 

Islamist Justice and Development Party (PJD) is organized 
and 

While Idrissi 

echoed Bel Hassan\'s sentiments. Bel Hassan 

only participant who said he would change his party 

affiliation 

(PND) 

viewed Amazighs to be fully integrated; he does not 
understand how anyone could trace their Amazigh heritage. He 
said that some of his ancestors were Arabs to emphasize how 
integrated the population is. 


15. (C) Discussions in the Erfoud-Rissani area focused on 
the lack of distinctions between Amazigh and others. Being 
integrated into the wider Moroccan society was most important 
to those with whom Missionoffs spoke. Local issues 
including the lack of potable water 

employment and the tourist industry 

minds. An interesting point 

industry is selling Berber (Amazigh) culture to visitors: 

the industry is selling a distinct identity 

population seems to be integrated 

Missionoffs to understand the population as integrated. 


kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk 


Visit Embassy Rabat\'s Classified Website; 
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meetings on Al on April 6. End summary. 


2. Dr. Faris Al-Bakhit 

of Agriculture (MOA) told FAS FSN that the MOA is closely 
monitoring the Kufranjeh/Ajloun area 

cases were found. He said that the MOA considers three days 
without further cases as a critical period but that thirty 

days must pass before they consider the outbreak completely 
stamped out. He said veterinary authorities have inspected 

a 10 kilometer radius and no further H5N1 cases have been 
found. The MOA has culled 12 

7 

updates and procedures will be discussed in the regional OIE 
conference in Beirut on April 6-7. Post understands that 
Cairo-based USDA/APHIS officials will attend that meeting. 


3. Embassy contacts and press reports note that careful 
active monitoring is underway elsewhere around Jordan as 
well. Dr. Ali AsVad 

Affairs at the Ministry of Health (MOH) 

MOH is expanding surveillance 

from the Royal Medical Services 

active surveillance 

Dr. AsVad said the GOJVs media plan is almost ready to 
launch. The MOH has requested funding for this plan 
funding has not yet been approved. The media plan is being 
implemented under a USAID project on health communication 
that was already in place with Johns Hopkins University and 
the Ministry of Health. 


4. To date 

farmers for the birds that were culled by GOJ authorities 

from the farms within six kilometers of the confirmed cases 
as announced on March 28 by Minister of Agriculture Akef Al- 
Zubi. Also on March 28 

Sharif ZuVbi (no relation to the Minister of Agriculture) 

said that the Cabinet has formed a committee to look into a 
mechanism that would compensate poultry farmers for losses 
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from bird flu. This mechanism would have a wider scope than 


the approved compensation for the Kufranjeh culling 
topic is still being discussed within the GOJ and no further 
details are available. 


5. On March 27 

counterparts at the Allenby Bridge to exchange information 
on avian flu. FAS FSN was told that the two sides discussed 
and evaluated their respective responses to the outbreaks. 
Participants from the Palestinian Authority were apparently 
invited but were unable to attend. MOH Secretary General 
AsVad told AID FSN on March 29 that the Jordanian and 
Israeli parties expressed concern that the lack of 
compensation plans for culling poultry in Gaza threatens 
both Israel and Jordan with continuing outbreaks. The 
parties agreed to continue sharing information on Al in a 
transparent fashion. 


6. Arabic daily Ad-Dustour reported that the price of 
chicken has fallen as low as $0.70 per kilo 

for poultry has dropped by 90%. (Note: Government 
statistics agencies are not able to measure real-time demand 
for fresh poultry. Domestic poultry production figures are 
published on a 3-4 month lag time. End Note.) Ina 
statement to Ad-Dustour 

President Raed Hamada said bird flu in Jordan has led to a 
50% drop in restaurant sales. He urged the government to 
exempt restaurant owners from sales taxes and interest on 
bank loans so that restaurants will be able to meet their 
obligations to their workers. 


7. Arabic daily Al-Rai reported that between February and 
March 

gone up by 5% 

price of eggs decreased by 20%. The report refers to a study 
conducted by the Control and Quality Department at the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 

the prices of 54 commodities between last month and this 
month. 


Poultry Farmers Stage Sit-In 
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8. Arabic Al-Arab Al-Yawm reported that the lack of 
sufficient information in the public domain on avian flu is 
causing public anxiety. Al-Arab Al-Yawm reported that a 
number of medical specialists confirmed that eating cooked 
poultry meat and eggs cannot transfer the virus to humans. 
Dailies also reported that poultry farmers and farm owners 
staged a sit-in March 27 at the Ministry of Interior 

demanding the government find ways to market and sell their 
poultry. The dailies also reported that commercial poultry 
de-feathering centers in Amman governorate have closed down 
and that slaughterhouses there have refused to receive live 
chickens. 


9. According to Al-Arab Al-Yawm 

Shiyab authorized the re-opening of chicken processing in 
his governorate after he received confirmation from 
authorities that there are no new bird flu cases. Shiyab 
noted that the precautionary measures taken by authorities 
helped control the outbreak. Shiyab met with poultry farm 
owners in Ajloun 

they have suffered. He responded that the culling of the 
birds in their farms and other precautionary measures were 
critical to control the spread of H5N1 disease and to 
safeguard their health and that of all citizens. 


10. Post will have additional Town Hall" meetings on April 
6 as recommended in Post\'s Avian Flu Trip Wires Plan to 
update and educate Embassy staff on the current avian flu 
situation. A large-scale Embassy event for the American 
community is also being planned 

diplomacy events on avian influenza. 


HALE 
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an embarrassment\" in international fora. 
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6. (C) Labor leaders will respect Dorado as an expert 

they do not look forward to any major advances in the labor 
field. Chavez feels threatened by organized labor 

among his own followers 

dismantling the sector 

2002. The appointment of a qualified expert to a ministerial 
position is rare for Chavez 

technocrats. Dorado is probably the exception that proves 
the rule 

a priority on brain power in his senior government 
nominations. 
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manager and editor-in-chief contribute to the jittery 

atmosphere. Another daily 

coverage to Ambassador\'s March 29 statement of USG opposition 
to extra-constitutional attempts to change governments. 

Despite the jitters here 

Jammeh\'s hold on power is slipping or that the country's 

stability is in jeopardy. END SUMMARY 


JITTERS IN AFTERMATH OF COUP ATTEMPT 


2. (SBU) The failed coup attempt March 21 continues to 
overshadow events in the Gambian capital (see ref a for 
background). Amidst the prevailing calm and general 
normality 

current shortage of fuel in the Banjul area is contributing 

to the nervousness 

suspected of involvement in the failed overthrow attempt. 
While we believe that the GOTG is having these confessions 
aired in order to convince any doubters that the plot was 

real 

instilling in some Gambians a sense of unease as to the 
country's stability and security. (NOTE: Since the failed 
coup attempt 

stability; e.g. the incident has generated no significant 

public gatherings 

doubtlessly organized by the GOTG -- for President Jammeh 
when he appeared in public March 24 (ref B). 


TELEVISED CONFESSIONS 


3. (SBU) Ref a reported televised confessions by suspected 
plotters March 27; one suspect 

statement that the plotters had planned to issue on toppling 
the Jammeh government. In their statement 
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cited the country\'s V'social and economic degradation\" as 
justification for their move and spoke of establishing an 
interim government within ten days. There were further 
televised confessions on March 29 

\"marabouts\" (traditional Muslim religious guides) were 
broadcast. The pair acknowledged having prior awareness of 
the overthrow scheme through contact with plotters 

denied any actual involvement and proclaimed their loyalty to 
Jammeh (text being sent to AF/W). The March 29 footage also 
featured a statement by a senior civilian official 

Accountant of the Treasury 

in the March 27 airing. Jobe 

figure in the plot 

former Chief of Defense Staff Lt Col Ndure Cham 

him to head a post-coup government. 


UPDATE ON DETENTIONS AND RELEASES 


4. (C) A senior police officer familiar with the GOTG\'s 
ongoing investigation into the aborted plot told Ambassador 
March 30 that that coup ringleader Cham remained at large and 
was probably in the Casamance. This source denied rumors 
that Senegalese authorities had located Cham and taken him 
into custody. This source estimated the current number of 
detainees at around 28 and noted the release earlier this 
week of two military officers cleared of involvement in the 
plot 

Battalion 

State Guards (NOTE: Jammeh\'s release was particularly 
noteworthy 

statements March 27; investigators evidently accepted his 
assertion that he learned of the plot only on the day it was 


BANJUL 00000194 002.2 OF 002 


to occur 

police contact asserted that various civilians -- e.g. 

former Gambian Ports Authority head Adama Deen and former 
National Assembly member Ramzia Diab -- had been picked up on 
suspicion of supporting the coup 

Ambassador stressed the importance of authorities\' respecting 
detainees\' rights and avoiding abuses; the police officer 
responded that he was not aware of any detainees\' being 

tortured or otherwise abused. 


SENEGALESE ANGLE 


5. (C) Asked about a possible Senegalese hand in the failed 
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overthrow attempt 

that elements in the Senegalese military and security forces 
were aware of it 

President Wade was aware or that he would have approved of 
supporting a coup attempt. Noting plotters\' televised 
statements about ringleader Cham\'s assertions of Senegalese 
forces\' readiness to assist coup plotters in securing Gambian 
military sites (ref A) 

Cham had indeed lined up such contingency support from 
Senegalese forces. Asked why Senegalese forces would 
support JammehVs overthrow 

former were concerned that Jammeh 

ethnic background with the majority of Casamance residents 
had supported Casamance rebels in the past and would continue 
to do so. (NOTE: According to local press reports March 29 
the Senegalese Embassy here declined to comment on 
allegations of Senegalese involvement. END NOTE) 


6. (C) According to an Amcit businessman who met March 30 
with Jammeh\'s senior adviser 

Jammeh was dissuaded 

anti-GOS statement 

involvement in the plot. Njie reportedly said that Jammeh 
had sent his Interior Minister to Dakar to discuss the 
allegations of Senegalese involvement. 


CLOSURE OF DAILY NEWSPAPER 


7. (C) Authorities\' March 28 closure of the offices of the 
newspaper \"The Independent\" and ongoing detention of its 
General Manager and Editor-in-Chief contribute to the jittery 
atmosphere (ref C). The precise reasons for the GOTG\'s action 
remain unclear 

opposition concerns about Jammeh\'s wealth and containing 
critical references to his own 1994 coup may well have 
prompted authorities to act. As in his March 29 conversation 
with the Interior Minister 

over this crackdown on \"The Independent\" in March 30 call to 
the Information Minister and has requested a meeting with her 
March 31. 


AMBASSADOR\' STATEMENT CONDEMNING COUPS 


8. (U) Ambassador\'s March 29 interview with the 

journal 

opposition to any effort to change governments by 
extra-constitutional means such as coups 

coverage in the paper. In a March 30 editorial 

applauded the U.S. statement of opposition to coups and 
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contrasted it with the Senegalese Embassy\'s failure to 
comment 


COMMENT 


9. (C) Despite the jittery atmosphere as the GOTG\'s 
investigation of the failed coup continues 

that Jammeh risks losing his hold on power or that the 
country\'s stability is becoming shaky. However 

move against \"The Independent 

knowledge if not at his instruction 

recent aftermath of the ovethrow attempt 

personal criticism is even greater than usual. END COMMENT. 
STAFFORD 
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(circ. 3 
\"Human Rights and Real Politics in the Global Scenario.\" Quote: 


\"The day after the solemn creation of the Human Rights Council 
United States launched its VOperation Swarm\' in Iraq.... The 
argument is that U.S. intervention is aimed at preventing a civilian 
conflict...but the truth is that the attack is due to nothing more 

than the population\'s resistance to the occupation. The punishing 
operation corresponds to the tactical scheme of systematic terrorism 
against the civilian population characteristic of the Preventive War 
Doctrine. It is significant that the operation occurs when President 
George Bush\'s popularity is at its lowest point.... To it should be 
added those abducted in Guantanamo...and Venemy combatants\' kept 
secretly in camps in Afghanistan 
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U.S. 

It seems the White House is oblivious to the world\'s rejection of 
this conduct and attempts to place limits through organizations such 
as the Human Rights Council.\" 

KELLY 
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which means that President Chirac may now promulgate the law 
at any time during the next nine days. President Chirac will 
address the nation tomorrow March 31 

communicate his intention to promulgate the law 

that he has already done so 

summit\" to include representatives of all parties concerned. 


2. (U) Initial reaction from opponents of the CPE was 
predictable and swift. Francois Chereque 

most progressive trade union federation 

immediately declared that he would not attend such a 
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conference. Chereque summed up the position of those who 
have been leading the protests (ref A and B) against the CPE: 
that the measure must be withdrawn to be submitted to 
negotiation with worker and student representives. Francois 
Hollande 

President Chirac promulgates the law 

to facing a test of strength." 


3. (U) Should Chirac follow through 

minister by promulgating the law 

upcoming test of strength will likely be next Tuesday 
4 

another round of demonstrations and strikes. 


Please visit ParisW Classified Website at: 
http://www .state.sgov.gov/p/eur/paris/index.c fm 
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by virtue of Section 9 of the Fugitive Offenders Act of 
1988 stipulates that in order for the Director of Public 
Prosecution to make an application for the extradiction 
of Moonie Moses 

on September 15 

County Massachusetts 

indictment against him as well as the warrant for his 
arrest would be required." 


3. The point of contact for this cable is RSO Brandon 
Lee. 


BULLEN 
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made a deal with Brazilian giant Petrobras to increase its 
market dominance; because Repsol did not pay the required 
\"fines\" to Bolivian Customs; and/or because the government 
wants to soften company positions in the run up to 
negotiations. Whatever the real reasons for the government\'s 
action 

wide-eyed and hungry in its pursuit of a political result. 

End Summary. 


The Political Plan 


2. (SBU) Throughout the election campaign and before the 
inauguration 
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that had committed fraud 

taxes. Many observers speculated that 

MAS would seek to send a political message -- that it was 
firmly in charge -- and to show impatient supporters it was 
moving against hated \"transnationals\" on the path to promised 
nationalization. The MASVs public pledges were particularly 
worrisome for Spanish/Argentine gas company Repsol YPF 
(Bolivia\'s second-largest gas producer and holder of the 
country's largest gas reserves) 

Chaco. Allegations that both companies had engaged in 
contraband 

for months. Atthe same time 

corruption and contraband in Bolivia -- close to 70% of the 
economy is estimated to be informal 

contraband goods of all kinds 

targeting of these companies strongly suggested the search 
for a politically convenient scapegoat. 


Raid on Repsol Offices 

3. (SBU) On March 9 

threat. Under the glare of TV cameras 

Cruz raided the offices of Andina 

Repsol 

the company had illegally exported USD 9.2 million of oil 
between July 2004 and February 2005. The executives were not 
found in the raid 

to the prosecutor\'s office 

Gavito was arrested and held in custody for one night. (He 
was released on bail the following day). On March 22 
resigned his position as president in order to focus on his 
defense 

procedural flaws in the government's case. On March 27 
according to news reports 

Repsol was not legally liable for the USD 50 

Bolivianos) bond paid for the release of Gavito and another 
Repsol executive after their arrest. Gavito continues to be 
under a bail order that prevents him from departing the 
country without the governmentVs express permission. 


4. (SBU) In a March 20 meeting 

had exported oil without the proper papers 

evaded any taxes and had subsequently obtained the proper 
documentation. He added that Chaco 

to obtain the necessary export documents 

of a paper trail in Chaco\'s case had probably allowed the 
case to fizzle out. Another industry insider told us Chaco 
had paid a USD 1 million \"fine\" to Bolivian Customs 
caused the case to vanish. 


The Reasons 
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5. (SBU) Industry representatives 

speculate variously about the GOB\'s real reasons for 

targeting Repsol. Some suggest that the company was singled 
out for being a \"big fish 

guarantee high political impact. Others say it reflects the 
GOB\'s animosity toward privatized companies 

is a prime example 

economic model 

seriously damaged Bolivia\'s economy. Some whisper about a 
secret government deal with Petrobras to enable the Brazilian 


SIPDIS 

giant to increase its current market dominance 
suggest a similar agreement with PAVSA 
Venezuelan firm\'s position in Bolivia\'s gas industry. 


6. (SBU) Many surmise that RepsolVs reluctance to pay 
required \"fines\" to Bolivian Customs may have caused Bolivian 
\"justice\" to clamp down in this case (which suggests the 

ironic possibility that Repsol is being pursued on corruption 
charges for refusing to engage in corruption). And almost 
everyone believes the government wants to make a show of 
force and to intimidate hydrocarbons companies into softening 
their positions in the run up to coming contract 

negotiations. 


Comment: 

7. (SBU) The GOB persecution of Repsol has U.S.-owned 
hydrocarbons companies worried about their own futures 
(septel) 

administration. Whatever the reasons for the government\'s 
action 

wide-eyed and hungry in its pursuit of a patently political 
result. End comment. 

GREENLEE 
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Times\" reprint of an opinion piece by former US 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright highlighting 
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that \"Common sense indicates that Washington should 
not support a change of regime in Iran because nothing 
favors a radical government more than open US 
antagonism.\" 


2. OPINION PIECES AND KEY STORIES 
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- \"Bush\'s chief of staff is replaced\" 


Hugo Alconada Mon 

daily-of-record \"La Nacion 

President George W. Bush announced the resignation of 
an influential member of his administration during his 
second term in office. 


\"Chief of Staff Andrew Card will be replaced by Budget 
Director Joshua Bolten. Analysts expect this will be 

the beginning of an expected overhaul at the White 
House. 


V... Last week 

extraordinarily stable administration 
this is good for a nation\' even when 
opinion polls 

historically lowest point. V 


- The message" 


Paula Lugones 

VClarin 

been clear in Israel. Most people voted in favor of a 
solution to the conflict with the Palestinians 
suggests Israel\'s partial withdrawal from the West 
Bank and the creation of a Palestinian State. 


\"It will likely be a unilateral Israeli solution that 

will not suit its neighbors 

Hamas is in power. However 

Party have proposed to take steps to set limits on a 
region that no longer tolerates violence. 


\"For their part 

program from their next administration. This is why 
Laborites 

their campaign 

seats... V 


- VA new era marked by unilateralism\" 


Elisabetta Pique 

comments (03/29) V'If confirmed 

could mean the Israeli withdrawal from occupied 
territories and unilateralism as a method to face the 
eternal conflict with its Palestinian neighbors 

a tired 

believes in peace and much less in political leaders. 


V Many analysts believe that yesterday's elections have 
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marked the beginning of a new era for Israel 

it will be full of riddles and complex challenges 
usual. 


V... Hamas has warned that it considers unacceptable 
the Israeli plan of unilateral withdrawal from the 

West Bank 

for the Palestinians but just the opposite. 


\"In this framework 
Israelis to be an obvious solution for a permanent 


conflict and for their own security problems 

worsen an already complex situation and become a time 
bomb. Bearing in mind all this 

by the international community 

the US 


- VAnti-money laundering legislation 
US 


Armando Vidal 

(03/29) \"The (Argentine) House of Representatives 
could pass a partial amendment to the country\'s anti- 
money laundering legislation. The US has insisted on 
providing this legislation with greater rigor in order 

to prevent international terrorist financing. 


\"The congressional steps in the amendment will likely 
be accelerated due to the arrival of Egyptian Kader 
Asmal 


Y... Other amendments are still pending approval. One 
is the labeling of terrorist financing and related 
money laundering as crimes.\" 


To see more Buenos Aires reporting 
classified website at: 
http://www .state.sqov.gov/p/wha/buenosaires 


The Media Reaction Report reflects articles and 
opinions by the cited news media and do not 
necessarily reflect U.S. Embassy policy or views. The 
Public Affairs Section does not independently verify 
information. The report is intended for internal U.S. 
Government use only. 
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corporations located in our country to continued 
investment in Argentina;\" Brazilian political expert 

and historian Luiz Alberto Moniz Bandeira\'s statements 
that the US wants an FTA 

subordinated integration of South American countries 
to its own economy;\" Peru\'s political crossroads; and 
Argentina\'s concern over the prevalence of farm 
subsidies. 


2. OPINION PIECES AND KEY STORIES 
- VNI had to fly into the White House" 


Daily-of-record \"La Nacion\" reports (03/28) \"French- 
Moroccan Zacarias Moussaoui 

US due to the September 11 attacks 

that Osama bin Laden 

him to fly into the White House on that date 

other two airplanes hit the WTC 

US Pentagon 


\"Moussaoui also said during a hearing... that after 
being arrested in August 

September 11 attacks 

to let the attacks happen.\" 


- VThe Middle East political and geographic map is at 
stake\" 


Elisabetta Pique 

for daily-of-record \"La Nacion 

\"Beyond the skepticism of most of the people living in 
this land... 


\"These elections will determine the future political 
and geographic map of Israel 

Palestinian territories 

is overwhelmed by a long-term conflict in the Middle 
East. 


\"While just a few believe this 

not been dismissed that elections may result ina 
point of departure to re-launch the dead-locked Middle 
East peace process. 


\"Ehud Olmert 
will be the new Israeli PM 
challenges. 


\"First and foremost 
security 
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Palestinian terrorist attacks but also by the so- 
called Vaxis of the evil\' (Libya-Syria and Hezbollah 
and the Iranian nuclear threat). 


\"The only major topic in the current elections was the 
debate on how to obtain security and a definitive 
separation from the Palestinians 

something which for many Israelis has turned into a 
real phantom.\" 


- \"An international delegation will ask for more 
controls in the struggle against money laundering\" 


Laura Serra 

\"La Nacion 

tomorrow 

(ΕΑΤΕ) will arrive in the country and will express its 
concern over the Vlack of progress on the 
recommendations made to ArgentinaW regarding 
legislation to fight money laundering and terrorist 


financing. 


Y"... For Argentina 

being a FATF full member because it implies that it is 
not a Vrisk country 

perform international financial transactions and 
receive World Bank and IDB loans. 


V... Argentine legislative sources are confident that 

no sanctions will be imposed on our country because 
during the last couple of years certain FATF 
requirements were met. As a matter of fact 

the House of Representatives will reportedly speed up 
one of the recommended laws - a draft bill that will 
eliminate options for acquittal 

banking and stock exchange transactions. \" 


- VLabor rulings 


Sergio Dattilo 

\"Ambito Financiero 

lunch hosted by VP Daniel Scioli and attended by some 
businessmen who are members of the AmCham board said 
VThe main topic of the lunch was how to boost US 
investment in Argentina.Y 


V... As in any other business meeting with members of 
the Government 
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agitation - some of the guests did not hide their 
concern over some recent judicial rulings in this 
field and some draft bills that are in the works.\" 


- WWEurope will never remove farm subsidiesWW" 


Alejandro Bercovich 

VEI Cronista 

and historian Luiz Alberto Moniz Bandeira 

(03/28) Y"... VThe US wants an FTA 

subordinated integration of our countries to its 
economy. If Argentina cannot compete with the 
Brazilian industries in some articles 

ever be able to compete with that of the US? The US is 
interested in governmental purchases 

investment guarantees. They talk about mutual 

treaties 

initiatives in the US and Argentina has none. The 
agreements the US proposes imply ceding sovereignty. 


\"Asked if the motivation is only economic 

Bandeira said \'No 

an emerging pole of political power in South America. 
Brazil's GDP is higher than Italy\'s. Argentina and 
Brazil together make up a 220-million-people market. 
Together 

What Washington is seeking is to counteract the 
increasing South American rejection of US 
interventions. 


\"Regarding minor Mercosur partners 

that are most inclined to reach a deal with the US 

Moniz Bandeira replied Vlt is blackmail. The US does 

not need Uruguayan meat or rice 

advantages from larger partners because they know that 
they can obtain them. The FTAA collapsed 

is attempting to revive it 

useful for this purpose." 


- \"Peru\'s political crossroads\" 


James Scott 

\"Buenos Aires Herald 

nationalist presidential candidate Ollanta Humala 
passed conservative frontrunner Lourdes Flores in the 
polls last week in the race to lead Peru 

markets trembled. The Peruvian stock market dropped 
four percent. The currency weakened against the 
dollar. Then Merril Lynch & Co. 

securities firm 

in Peru and invest instead in Colombia... 
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\"Experts say that the underlying economic frustration 
felt by many in this country where one out of two 
people live off about two dollars a day 

as the engine driving voters. Fuelling the tension is 
years of political corruption and scandal - including 


the ouster of former president Alberto Fujimori. 


\"Fritz Du Bois of the Peruvian Economic Institute in 
Lima said that Peru is at a political and economic 
crossroads. The Peruvian election comes at a time when 
free-market policies advocated by Washington are 
coming under fire by those who wish to close the doors 
and increase state control in business. 


\"\This election is basically between going the Chilean 
way or the Bolivian way 
are right in between." 


3. EDITORIALS 
- \"Prevalence of farm subsidies\" 


An editorial in leading \"Clarin\" reads (03/28) \"The 
visit of Peter Mandelson 

revived the discussion on the status of Argentina\'s 
trade negotiations with industrialized countries 

which is marked by disagreement over the agricultural 
issue. 


V... In the framework of last December\'s Hong Kong 
conference 

2013 was agreed upon 

subsidies... It was decided that representatives of 
country-members should reach an agreement for the 
trade of agricultural and industrial goods by the end 
of April 


\"The future of negotiations will depend largely on the 
decision of industrialized countries to make progress 
on the committed and dishonored agricultural 
liberalization agenda rather than on Argentina\'s 
willingness to negotiate as a member of Mercosur.\" 


To see more Buenos Aires reporting 
classified website at: 
http://www .state.sqov.gov/p/wha/buenosaires 
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The Media Reaction Report reflects articles and 
opinions by the cited news media and do not 
necessarily reflect U.S. Embassy policy or views. The 
Public Affairs Section does not independently verify 
information. The report is intended for internal U.S. 
Government use only. 
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Exploratory Permit (SFEP) to Aurelius Inc. 

controlled by known drug trafficker Shaheed \'Roger\' Khan.\" 
After the INCSR\'s release 

quibbled with this assertion on semantic grounds only. 


2. The independent Stabroek News reported March 28 that 
concerns about the lack of due diligence into Aurelius\' 

owners were raised at recent GFC meetings 

board has agreed to examine more rigorously the bona fides of 
future SFEP applicants. A GFC board member has confirmed 
this to PolOff 

the timber industry from infiltration by narco-interests. 


3. GuyanaWs timber industry offers an easy cover situation 

for narco-criminals 

a significant threat. Timber is a capital-intensive business 

that requires substantial up-front equipment purchases - very 
convenient for laundering money. The timber concessions are 
located in remote locations - where owners operate airstrips 
invisible to the Guyanese authorities as well as freighters 

full of timber that can be used as cover for drug shipments. 


4. Comment. A more circumspect GFC is an important 
development in Guyana\'s fight against narco-trafficking. 
Post is encouraged by some Guyanese authorities fledgling 
efforts to put pressure on major drug traffickers. End 
comment. 
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the actions of the Constitutional Tribunal" Morales 
turn 

don\'t know how much it cost him to get the Court to rule 
favorably.\" 


3. (SBU) In one of her first public acts as president of the 

TC 

accusations 

declaration drafted by Iniguez 

rejected the GOB\'s \"reckless\" accusation. Salame challenged 
Morales to come forward with proof 
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permit anyone 

While GOB officials admitted that they lack evidence of 
bribery 

institutions 

traditional political parties." 


4. (SBU) On March 29 

an official declaration renouncing the GOB\'s attack. The 
declaration \"definitively and emphatically\" rejected the 
charges and again demanded proof or a public retraction. It 
described the Presidents words as Wan affront to another 
state power 

respect for independence of the other branches of government 
as a fundamental principle of the democratic system. The 
declaration further called the statements \"direct 
interference with the independence and autonomy of the 
judicial branch 

exist among the state powers and the social and democratic 
system of law. The Supreme Court stated its intent to take 
its concerns to the International Court of Human Rights in 
Costa Rica if the GOB fails to respond appropriately. 


5. (SBU) Meanwhile 

(CNE) 

personal reasons 

five justices. Hassenteuffel\'s long anticipated resignation 
will be effective April 1 (reftel B). CNE officials say the 
court can continue to operate as normal and that its 
preparations for the July 2 Constituent Assembly election 
will not be impacted. (NOTE: The fifth seat on the CNE has 
been vacant since August 2005). 


6. (SBU) Comment: The judiciary\'s collective resistance to 
the MAS attacks is welcome 

public that separation of powers is a critical component of a 
democratic government. While Hassenteuffel told poloff 
recently that he was resigning for personal reasons 
speculate he felt forced to leave. Ifthe MAS acts quickly 

it will have an opportunity to fill two vacancies on the CNE 
leading up to the Constituent Assembly 

Morales government will relish. End comment. 
GREENLEE 
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candidate Ollanta Humala\'s unofficial liaison to the business 
community 

personality and advisors during a meeting with the Ambassador 
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on March 24. Lerner described Humala as honest 

and not anti-American 

The latter 

paranoia 

claim that the USG 

organizations 

committed human rights abuses when serving in the Huallaga 
Valley in the early 1990s. Lerner tried to be reassuring 
about Humala\'s intentions to \"renegotiate\" tax stability 
agreements 

UPP candidate wanted foreign companies to share with Peru 
their windfall profits from high prices for natural 

resources. While admitting that he was ignorant regarding 
Humala\'s coca policy 

Hernando de Soto. Lerner also mentioned that Humala has 
expressed interest in visiting the United States between the 
first and second round of presidential balloting. END 
SUMMARY. 


2. (C) On March 24 

conversation with Salomon Lerner Ghitis 

earliest prominent supporter within the Peruvian business 
community. Lerner is Humala 

business groups and has also been involved in some of the 
candidate 

noted that he had requested a meeting with Humala which had 
been scheduled for March 19. A few hours before the 
appointed time 

have to be postponed until Ollanta met with his political 
advisors; the Embassy had heard nothing since. The 
Ambassador said that we were prepared to wait but it was 
looking as though there was more to the delay than campaign 
obligations 


3. (C) Lerner said that Humala is not anti-American but 
some people around him are. They feed his paranoia. Most 
recently 

the USG is financing the Human Rights groups -- particularly 
the Instituto de Defensa Legal (IDL) -- that have accused 
Humala of serious abuses against peasants in Madre Mia 
(Huallaga Valley) when he was stationed there with the Army 
in the early 1990s. This had led Humala to conclude that he 
should not meet with the U.S. Ambassador at this time. 
Lerner also mentioned the frequent criticism of Humala by 
former Minister of Interior Fernando Rospigliosi 

CHS receives USG funding. The \"Comandante 

also was resentful over distorted statements by some 
businessmen he had met with 

who heads the Mining and Energy Society and represents Hunt 
Oil in the Camisea gas export consortium. Humala believes 
that the campaign is about to get even dirtier because 
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Lourdes Flores has just hired J. J. Rendon 

an anti-Chavista tied to Venezuela 

asserted that Rendon is being paid by COPEI to work for 
Flores.) Insum 

has to really watch himself in the runup to the April 9 first 
round. 


4. (C) The Ambassador said that he had seen the press 
reports alleging that we are behind the human rights 
accusations against Humala. The source for these charges 
appears to be blogger Jeremy Bigwood 

National Endowment for Democracy 

Transition Initiatives finances and controls both the 

Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA) and IDL 

pushed the human rights abuse charges. Our support of NGOs 
is conducted in a very transparent way*we publicize the 

amount of grants and their purpose. The Ambassador said that 
he was unaware of whether NED had contributed money to WOLA 
but anyone who knows the organization would find allegations 
that the USG controls it unreal; WOLA is a prominent critic 

of many USG programs and policies in Latin America. IDL 
Ambassador noted 


reform program 

September. IDL receives funding from many sources and like 
WOLA has often criticized the USG posture on issues like the 
International Criminal Court. (Lerner interjected a comment 
here that Humala agrees with our reservations about the ICC.) 
The Ambassador noted that he represents the U.S. Government 
not NGOs 

businessmen 

wait until Humala found it convenient to meet 

regretted that the candidate was making a decision based upon 
bad information. Lerner said he would talk to Humala and 
suggest that he reconsider. 


5. (C) Turning to his own association with the Humala camp 
Lerner said that he has repeatedly told the candidate that he 
does not want a position in an eventual government. Lerner 
thought that had given him greater credibility with Ollanta 

who recognizes that many who are rushing into his camp are 
looking for patronage. Lerner said that he believes Humala 

is honest and reasonable 

and this assessment could be wrong. There are people around 
Humala who are low quality and worrisome 

trying to orient Humala in a good direction. When Humala 
concludes that someone is incapable he does act decisively to 
remove the person. Lerner 

facilitate contact between the candidate and the business 
community. He had helped set up meetings with the National 
Industrial Society and with Spanish businessmen and was 
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involved in some of the planning or facilitation of foreign 
travel. In that connection Lerner mentioned that Humala is 
now thinking of visiting the United States between the first 
and second rounds. 


6. (C) The Ambassador asked about Humala 

the juridical and tax stability agreements that underpin 

large foreign investments in Peru. Lerner said that Humala 
has repeatedly stated that he will not expropriate nor 
nationalize businesses. He will \"suggest\" that companies 
which have signed tax stability agreements when oil 

an example 

of 60 dollars a barrel either pay more in royalties or 
contribute to the development of Peru 

industry. As he did during Humala\'s recent meeting with EU 
Ambassadors (Reftel) 

be a big change because 85 out of 194 stability agreements 
had been modified in the past four years. The Ambassador 
said that to his knowledge such modifications had happened 
when companies were making significant new capital 
investments. Lerner conceded the point while adding that 
modifications had also been sought when foreign companies 
like Doe Run argued that they could not meet their 
obligations. 


7. (C) Lerner admitted that he knew too little about the 

coca issue to clarify Humala 

that the candidate 

development program is one he got from famed Peruvian 
economist Hernando de Soto. The latter told Humala that he 
has a fully fleshed out plan that he had developed in the 
1980s. Lerner termed \"nuts\" the proposal 

UPP Congressional candidate Daniel Abugattas 

powder as a nutritional supplement in the bread given to 
schoolchildren. 


8. (C) Lerner said that in private conversations Humala has 
expressed firm confidence that he can eliminate the \"Artemio\" 
Sendero Luminoso column in 90 days. The Armed Forces know 
where Artemio is 

determined and firm leadership to deal with the problem. 


9. (C) COMMENT: Humala 

both prickly ex-military nationalists and members of Peru 

old left. Both groups harbor deep suspicions of the United 
States and are inclined to view us through a conspiratorial 

lens. We have important substantive differences with the 
candidate on issues like the Free Trade Agreement and counter 
narcotics policies 

our viewpoint. That gives broad latitude for conspiracy 

theories within the Humala camp. Ollanta himself is trying 
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to reassure voters that he will have productive relations 
with the U.S.: his most recent statement to that effect was 
made over the past weekend. At almost the same time 


however 

Garcia 

threat by Sendero Luminoso to oppose an Humala government in 
the following way: \"In the final weeks of an electoral 

process where the candidate who is supported by the United 
States Embassy is not winning 

Luminoso appears. This is asmoke screen 

by all 

for a response to fear." END COMMENT. 

STRUBLE 
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that Somali normality could have a calming effect on the 
entire Horn region and suggested that sustained international 
attention on this area could provide a good example for the 
rest of the continent and would prevent the need for peace 
support operations ad infinitum. 


ONE LAST CHANCE IN ZIMBABWE? 


6. (C) Lord Triesman was particularly seized with the current 
plight of Zimbabwe 

were likely twice the VofficialV figure of 750 percent and 
could accordingly lead to the country's VimplosionV at any 
time. He feared that the potential displacement of up to six 
million people across the border to South Africa and he 
raised the possibility of a visit by SYG Annan to address 

this problem. Ambassador Bolton shared Lord Triesman\'s 
concern about possible displacement 

instability 

Ambassador Bolton stressed that governments in the region 
needed to be increasingly engaged and that improvement would 
come if President Mugabe left office. Ambassador Bolton 
offered to raise the country\'s situation with USAID 
Administrator Tobias to examine possibilities for assistance. 
BOLTON 
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\"Nicanor 

old Congress building 

Monsignor Lugo 

apologize to the Paraguayan people and for the Supreme Court 
to resign. The march represents growing dissatisfaction with 
President Duarte and served as a positive example of 
non-violent civic participation. END SUMMARY. 


2. On the evening of March 29 
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political parties 

Querida (PPQ) 

(UNACE) 

of the Colorado Party (ANR) led a large group of largely 
middle class citizens 

professors 

peaceful march against the recent actions of President Duarte 
to deepen his grip on power. Press reports between 

30 

the numbers some predicted. Marchers finished in front of 
the old Congress building. Many marchers carried posters and 
banners declaring \"Dictatorship 

Liar.\" According to press reporting 

around the country in Encarnacion and Pilar to join the march 
and voice their opposition to Duarte. In Encarnacion as many 
as 500 people participated. 


3. The march culminated with speeches from leaders of the 
protest 

Fernando Lugo 

resistance" He underscored the reason for the protest was 
to call attention to the violation of the constitution by 

five members of the Supreme Court (ref A) and the Presidents 
attempt to \"inaugurate a new era of dictatorship\" in 
Paraguay. Lugo called for the resignation of the Supreme 
Court Justices; if they did not resign on their own 

the Congress to remove them. Lugo also called on President 
Duarte to apologize to the Paraguayan people for his \"absurd 
and farfetched actions 

consolidate his authority and make a run at reelection. Lugo 
pointed out the unity of the diverse group of political and 

civic organizations present at the march indicated that 
Paraguayans are tired of the government\'s abuse of power 
extending to constitutional violations. He emphasized that 
Paraguayans would not stand for such abuses. 


4. RSO reports that there were no incidents of violence 

during the evening\'s protest. Paraguayan Police placed 
approximately 2000 policemen at the scene to provide security 
and quell any possible outbreak of violence. According to 

the RSO 

Commander Fidel Isasa issued explicit orders for the police 

to not carry arms to the site. Police contacts did note one 
group of approximately 40 university students carrying 
anti-U.S. signs and chanting \"Yankee Killers.\" 
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Reactions to the March 


5. Before the protest 
On the one hand 
conspiracy driven effort to undermine his authority. Atthe 


same time 

a dialogue on reform issues. Television coverage monitored 
Colorado Party allies of President Duarte entering and 
exiting the Presidential residence all night in display of 
support for Duarte. ANR party youth organizations plastered 
the city\'s main roads with banners declaring support for 
Duarte. Civil society representatives described the march as 
a clear display of civic responsibility 

conditions can change for the better in Paraguay. Several 
contacts 

diverse nature of those in attendance reflected the 
overwhelming dissatisfaction of everyday Paraguayans with the 
current political scene. 


6. Post considers this demonstration a significant 
development in Paraguay\'s ongoing transition to democracy. 
Opposition members and members of broader civil society 
peacefully united briefly and firmly voiced their 
dissatisfaction with the President for his perceived 
aspirations to expand his power. In the history of Paraguay 
to have 30 

without provoking a hostile reaction from the government 
represents an important step in Paraguay\'s evolution into a 
more mature democratic state. For context 

that three-hundred thousand voted for Duarte in the recent 
Colorado primary. 


7. The role of Monsignor Lugo in heading this protest proved 
less controversial than originally expected. (Note: Lugo was 
forced to step down as the Bishop in the Department of San 
Pedro in 2005 -- ostensibly for his high profile advocacy for 
and leadership of campesino demonstrations that included land 
invasions that occasionally became violent. Lugo is also 
rumored to have fathered a child which may have served the 
immediate reason for his resignation End Note). Some 
opposition leaders 

who seeks to project an image of himself as a moderate 
responsible leader 

holding hands with Lugo on the eve of the demonstration. 
However 
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Lugo\'s efforts to rein in his rhetoric 

appears to have averted a negative spin on its affiliation 

with Lugo. Organizers may have agreed on Lugo as spokesman 
to avoid a fight among political parties for this leadership 
position. The press noted that party leaders still jockeyed 

for prominence 

very early to dominate choice spots before the cameras. 


8. Notwithstanding the success of the March 29 protest 
organizers have been vague about next steps. Duarte and his 
cabinet ministers for their part exercised restraint in their 
remarks highlighting the fact that the police in no way 
interfered in the demonstration. Rare opposition unity 
reflects real public distaste for NDF\'s antics 

probably short-lived unless Duarte overplays his hand. 
CASON 
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Commission (UNIIIC) established pursuant to Security Council 
resolutions 1595 (2005) 

included both his open briefing and his comments in closed 
consultations that followed 

that in the eight weeks since he assumed his 

responsibilities 

UNIIIC\'s resource needs 

investigation 

provide technical assistance to the Lebanese authorities 
make progress in obtaining Syrian cooperation and to manage 
the high level of expectations -- within and outside Lebanon 

-- that all these tasks will be completed quickly. 


2. On organizational needs 

arrived in Beirut in January 

authorized investigators on the job 

having departed in late Fall in anticipation of the December 
expiration of the Commission\'s mandate. Saying that good 
people have good jobs and are generally unavailable for 
short-term assignments 

identify and make available qualified personnel to ensure 
medium-term staffing stability in the run-up to the June 15 
expiration of the current mandate. Regarding the continuity 

of and progress in the investigation 

investigation had entered a second phase 

pure collection to preparation for a judicial process. He 

said that the Commission has developed new staffing patterns 
and methodological approaches to accommodate the change in 
focus and 

(unspecified) progress in understanding the crime. He said 
that an agreement had been made with the GOL not to discuss 
details of lines of inquiry to safeguard the integrity of the 
proceedings. On the UNSCR 1644-mandated extension of 
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assistance to Lebanese authorities on their investigation of 
14 other possible cases of terrorism 

provided 

in finding links among the cases and with the assassination 
of Rafik Hariri. He said that in providing the assistance 

the Commission had become aware of the structural 
deficiencies of Lebanese law enforcement and judicial 
institutions to deal with these cases. 


3. On Syrian cooperation 

had reached an understanding with Syria on \"practical 
modalities of cooperation.\" He said that the Commission\'s 
expectations vis-a vis the Syrian authorities are high and 
that it has already prepared several new requests for 
cooperation. He said the coming weeks would prove whether 
requirements have been fulfilled and that he would report to 
the Council on the progress of such requests in the next 
report 

managing expectations remains his key challenge 

means the Commission must strike a balance between an 
interest in transparency and the need to protect 
confidentiality of findings. He said he could not predict 


SIPDIS 
the outcome of the investigation and warned that it might 
require as long as two years to complete an investigation. 


Security Council Reactions 


4. Council members reacted positively to the report 

with varying degrees of enthusiasm. French PR de La Sabliere 
said he understood the nature of the interim report and the 
constraints which prevented Brammertz from providing the 
details of his work. He said France would support measures 
to improve the personnel situation. On Syrian cooperation 
de La Sabliere commented that it was only because of the firm 
position taken by the Security Council that Syria is now 
beginning to understand that it must cooperate and said he 
expected Brammertz to report earlier than the next report if 
Syrian cooperation was not forthcoming as pledged. 
Ambassador Sanders 

Brammertz and the work of the Commission in providing 
technical assistance for the 14 other terrorist attacks 

noted SyriaWs agreement to arrange meetings with the 
President and Vice President of Syria 

that it must make all persons unconditionally available to 

the Commission. She said that on all procedures 

cooperate in substance and form. UK DPR Thompson 
reference to Syrian cooperation 

be waiting to see whether Syria followed up on its offer to 
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cooperate. 


5. Russian PR Denisov said Russia understood and supported 
Brammertz\'s concern with strengthening the UNIIIC staff in 
order to be achieve concrete results in the investigation. 

He said that the outcome of the investigation should be based 
only on the facts as developed by UNIIIC. He said that 

Syrian cooperation with the UNIIIC was critical as was mutual 
cooperation between all parties to the investigation. Qatari 

PR Al-Nasser characterized the report as \'commendable\" and 
without premature references to outcomes of the 

investigation. Commenting on the reports reference to the 
agreement between the UNIIIC and Syria on \"operational 
modalities 

positive responses from Syria. Japanese PR Oshima 

the UNSCR 1636 Sanctions Committee 

Committee has finalized the text of the Committee guidelines. 


SC Press Statement on Third Interim UNIIIC Report 


6. Following the closed consultations discussion 

approved a French-circulated Press Statement to be read by 
Security Council President (Argentinean PR) Cesar Mayoral: 
Text follows: 


The members of the Security Council received a briefing today 
from the Commissioner 

interim report of the International Independent Investigation 
Commission on the assassination of former Prime Minister of 
Lebanon Rafik Hariri. 


The members of the Security Council welcomed the report and 
commended Mr. Brammertz and his team for their outstanding 
professional work. 


The members of the Security Council noted with satisfaction 
that the investigation into the terrorist attack has advanced 
further. They also welcomed the steps taken by the 
Commission to extend additional technical assistance to the 
Lebanese judicial and law enforcement agencies with regard to 
their investigation into other terrorist attacks that have 

occurred in Lebanon since October 2004. They commended the 
Commission and the Government of Lebanon for their excellent 
working relationship. 


The members of the Security Council took positive note of the 
common understanding reached between the Commission and the 
Syrian authorities regarding Syria\'s required full and 

unconditional cooperation with the investigation on legal and 
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operational matters. They look forward to its implementation 
consistent with Security Council resolutions 1595 

1644. 


Finally 

unwavering support for the Commission and its central role in 
identifying the perpetrators 

heinous terrorist act so that they can be brought to justice. 
They stand ready to assist the Commission as necessary. 
End Text. 
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than simply a bid for a sole importer of fuel. Even the 
organizer of the populist march 

the rhetoric in calling for greater social justice. 


4. (C) Zelaya told the Ambassador that 

Washington visit 

bidding process. He maintained that the GOH continues 
searching for alternative ways to bring down prices at the 

gas pump and would not be swayed by political considerations. 


The Ambassador outlined the importance of competitiveness 
open and transparent communications 

adhering to commercial rules 

process leading to market liberalization. Zelaya accepted 

the Ambassador\'s message 

U.S. oil companies 

difficulty in obtaining oil company participation in the bid 
process 

process without the multinationals. 


5. (C) With regard to the hiring of American businessman 
Robert Meyering to develop the bidding process 

that no contract would be signed absent a guarantee of a 
price reduction by a specific date. (Note: The press had 
conflicting reports on March 30 on whether or not the 
contract had been signed 

yet available. End Note.) 


6. (C) Zelaya had earlier met with Vice President Santos 
who recently returned from a Washington visit. Referring 
both to Deputy Secretary Zoellick and NSC Director for Latin 
America Dan Fisk 

that the U.S. had several concerns with the bid process and 
the resulting monopoly and threat to U.S. company interests. 


7. (C) Note: On March 30 
the Ambassador that she traveled to Venezuela on the day 
prior to the Ambassador's meeting with Zelaya. According to 
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Moncada 

Venezuela to participate in the fuel bid. She was apparently 
told to keep her visit quiet. In speaking to the Ambassador 
Zelaya had made no mention of Moncada\'s trip 

allude to his belief that a country should never negotiate 

from a standpoint of weakness. Zelaya then added that at 
times it might be useful to refer to the Venezuelan option. 

The Ambassador cautioned Zelaya that he needed to consider 
how people in Washington react to such references. End Note. 


8. (C) Zelaya underscored the value of CAFTA to Honduras 
and the opportunities the agreement will offer. While 
expressing sensitivity to perceived \"U.S. favors\" extended to 

El Salvador 

CAFTA work in order to compete with El Salvador and other 
nations. He noted that CAFTA opens the doors and windows of 
Honduras to U.S. investment and he stressed the importance of 
the Port of Cortes Container Security Initiative as well as 
opportunities to develop agriculture 

and tourism. Zelaya also referred to the possibility of 
expanding Soto Cano Air Base (Palmerola) to include 
commercial use - a topic Zelaya discussed with SOUTHCOM 
General Craddock several weeks ago. Zelaya said he wants to 
talk about CAFTA during his June visit to Washington and the 
Ambassador noted opportunities to jointly promote CAFTA 
during that visit. 


9. (C) Zelaya warmly received the DEA Country Director and 
Deputy Director 

some three tons of cocaine in international waters that 

involved both the U.S. Coast Guard and the Honduran Navy. In 


response to ZelayaWs request 

major drug organization leaders operating in Honduras. One 
of those names surprised Zelaya 

for many years. Zelaya concurred with DEA on various 
suggestions regarding cooperation with telephone companies 
broader authorities for prosecutors 

anti-drug police forces 

operations. Zelaya requested that DEA prepare a plan of 
action for his consideration 

Minister of Public Security. Zelaya mentioned the possible 
convening of the Security Minister 
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Attorney General 

with narcotics chiefs. Zelaya saw little gain by simply 
arresting low level traffickers. 


10. (C) Zelaya and Jimenez commented on a range of other 
issues: 


-- After listening to latest developments on U.S. immigration 
reform 
Honduras would never defend illegal immigration. 


-- Zelaya readily accepted the Ambassador\'s demarche on 
Guatemala\'s candidacy for the UN Security Council. He said 
it was logical that the Central Americans support Guatemala 
and he concurred with Jimenez contacting the Panamanian 
Foreign Minister to urge Panama\'s support for Guatemala. 
(Note: Jimenez suggested that Costa Rica\'s support for 
Guatemala may not be firm. End Note.) 


-- Zelaya listened to the Ambassador\'s comments about the 
importance to the U.S.of Nicaraguan election. Zelaya agreed 
to look very closely at the political situation in Nicaragua 

in establishing a position on the elections. 


-- The Ambassador reminded Zelaya of the Center for 
Hemispheric Studies! facilitation of a conference on building 
a national security strategy to be held outside Tegucigalpa 
on May 5-7 - a conference set up by the U.S. Southern 
Command. Zelaya confirmed his interest in attending a 
portion of the event. 


-- Jimenez stated that good progress is being made on border 
dispute issues. He has participated in discussions with 

Belize and Guatemala. Jimenez said that he hopes for an 
agreement with El Salvador on border issues 


-- Jimenez also confirmed GOH acceptance of conditions 
related to the acceptance of U.S. military equipment 
contained in our diplomatic note on Article 505/GPOI. 


11. (C) Comment: ZelayaVs cooperation on CAFTA 
immigration 
appears firm and consistent. The fuel bid issue 
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raises doubts about his style and candor. While appearing to 
be open and frank 

Labor Minister was in Venezuela discussing the actual terms 

of a possible PetroCaribe deal at the very moment he conveyed 
his reservations about the bid process. Zelaya\'s almost 


mocking reference to the fuel bid process netting a mere 1 
Lempira reduction at the pump 

a high-priced contract the next day with the American advisor 
who is promoting the bid scheme. Zelaya\'s \"shoot from the 
hip\" style is often difficult to fathom and leaves us 

guessing as to whether he misunderstands complex issues 
deliberately deceives his audience 

in diplomatic communications 

received from his mixed group of advisors. It could also be 
that Zelaya is much smarter and politically astute than 
others might think 

abilities. Perhaps 

process by having it fail 

resorting to more liberal market approaches. Or 

has already arranged a deal with PetroCaribe to help him 
achieve his political imperative to lower gas prices. The 
direction this process takes over the next two/three months 
will tell us much about Zelaya\'s leadership. End comment. 
Ford 
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5. (SBU) Montealegre\'s Leon campaign manager 

is a lapsed PLC militant who abandoned the PLC after he 
refused to defend PLC caudillo/convicted money launderer 
Arnoldo Aleman. He shared with Ambassador one of Aleman\'s 
favorite mantras: VAn ounce of loyalty is worth a quintal 

(one hundred pounds) of wisdom 

six times to convince Masias to return to the PLC fold. He 
warned Ambassador that Nicaragua is \"on the brink of a 
political catastrophe\" if Daniel Ortega wins in November. 
Noting that Nicaragua\'s rural vote will be key to winning the 
November election and that most of Nicaragua\'s rural voters 
hate the Sandinistas 

nonetheless be difficult to draw this support to 


Montealegre\'s camp because -- thanks to Aleman\'s politically 
astute program to build schools and health clinics in remote 
areas -- rural voters are diehard PLC loyalists. Further 

though much weakened 

machinery 

st and experienced than Montealegre\'s. Mentioning that Radio 
Corporacion reaches every corner of the department 
suggested that well-targeted messages via radio could help 
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garner support for Montealegre. (Radio Corporacion\'s 
baseball announcer already throws in pitches for Montealegre 
in between calling balls and strikes.) 


6. (SBU) Masias acknowledged that a four-way presidential 
race presents its risks 

both Montealegre and Lewites enjoy considerable support in 
Leon 

Montealegre\'s youth and honesty. The FSLN\'s competitive 
advantage is its funds to buy votes and its promises that a 
Sandinista victory means food and jobs for everyone. Still 

if elections were held today 

the vote 

that Herty garners no Sandinista support 

people are afraid to voice their opinion for fear of losing 
their jobs or scholarships in the Sandinista-dominated 
department. To Ambassador\'s query over the appropriateness 
or not 

politicos may fuss over them in public 

politicians is the only way to have impact. Further 

ventured Masias 

U.S. is helping th 

em 

funds went to the people and less to \"expensive foreign 
consultants.\" 


CAFTA: BEST THING THAT COULD HAPPEN 


7. (SBU) A self-made leather producer 

Nicaragua is not a poor country but lamented that its 
politicians have made the people poor and the wealthy have 
not learned to share. He believes that small industry will 

be the key to Leon\'s economic future. To Ambassador\'s query 
over local viewpoints on CAFTA 

firm CAFTA supporter 

could happen to Nicaragua 

prepared to compete and suffer from exorbitant energy costs 
(over $1 

being an industrialist is a heroic exercise 

Masias 

responsive to Ambassador\'s initiative for the private sector 
to help its employees obtain national ID cards (cedulas) to 
vote and to go to the polls on Election Day. 


HERTY 2006 AIMS TO TAKE VOTES FROM FSLN AND PLC 


8. (C) Herty supporters Julio Argueta (Herty 2006 
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coordinator); Humberto Altamirano (Movimiento Pro-Rescate 
Sandinista) 

del Sandinismo 

(former Leon mayor and leader of the Movimiento para la Union 
pro Leon) coincided that the FSLN maintains is dominance over 
Leon. However 

enjoy considerable support and that 

results might tilt in the favor of these two dissident 

candidates. They explained that Herty Alliance priorities 

for now are to build a cadre of campaign activists and 

monitors; so far the alliance has 1 

to reach 10 

Sandinistas and independents 

people are drawn to Lewites\' opposition to the Aleman-Ortega 
pact 

Sandinista \"commandantes\" than OrtegaYs mafia-run FSLN. The 
FSLN is not internally democratic 

Liberal elites care about social justice and jobs for the 

poor; the Sandinista intellectuals are with Herty 

Silva Roman. 


9. (C) Silva Roman confirmed that the FSLN is threatening 
Lewites supporters that they will lose their jobs and 
scholarships if they continue supporting Herty. This fear of 
reprisal prompts many poll respondents to claim they support 
Ortega 

who added that Lewites sincerely seeks a constructive 
respectful relationship with the United States. The problem 


is not the United States 
most Nicaraguans desire positive relations with the United 
States and most have family or friends there 


SANDINISTA MAYOR - EX-YOUTH COMMANDO TURNED PRAGMATIST? 


10. (C) Mayor Transito Genaro Tellez 

the MCA-Nicaragua (MCA-N) board 

he is a public servant for all residents first 

Sandinista second. Attempting to distance himself from 
Daniel Ortega 

Ortega preferred another mayoral candidate. Tellez also 
criticized Sandinista dissidents Alejandro Martinez Cuenca 
and Herty Lewites for failing to support him at that 
juncture. He had nothing but praise for the MCA-N 
initiative. To Tellez 

reviving LeonYs mayors\' association 

extinction until the Millennium Challenge Account reunited 
the group and gave them something to work for. He is 
optimistic that the MCC will bring prosperity to the region 
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and improve bilateral relations 

Rice\'s remark that the U.S.G. has made considerable 
investment abroad but it has had little impact. To Tellez 

the new MCC assistance scheme is a better approach. Proud of 
his Sandinista roots 

Sandinista teeth as a member of its youth commando in the 
1980s. 


11. (SBU) A self-declared political reformist and journalist 

by training 

from within. He appeared receptive to AmbassadorYs message 
that 

democratic credentials 

evolution into a modern 

Tellez dismissed Herty as an agent of change 

already had his chance and enjoys little support in Leon. 
Rather 

generations 

Managua 

are young and are questioning the old ways. Tellez remarked 
that election fever has already arrived in Leon 

eight Sandinista pre-candidates will vie in May primaries for 
National Assembly seats. He predicted Daniel Ortega will be 
Nicaragua\'s next president 

the past 16 years have failed to meet the people\'s needs and a 
spirations. 


12. (SBU) As an example of moral decay and national 
government ineffectiveness (over the prolonged public 
hospital doctors\' and medical workers\' strike) 

a recent grisly discovery by city employees of six human 
fetuses in a hospital dumpster. Moreover 

access to medicines 

illiteracy rate dropped to 10 percent 

to 30-40 percent. Tellez also claimed that Ortega has 
changed his ways and will not return the country to the days 
of the 1980s. Ambassador pushed back 

continues to use hostile 1980s rhetoric 

blaming the U.S. for the worldwide drug scourge and even 
accusing U.S. lawmakers of being complicit. 


PRIVATE SECTOR 


13. (SBU) Receptive to COSEP cedulation and voter outreach 
BANPRO managers Xavier Lopez Guerrero and Juan Carlos 

Gurdian; BANCENTRO branch manager Carlos Fernandez Sera; BAC 
branch manager Hipatia de Montalvan; and 

Manager of ARNECOM 

Explorers 

Leon area lacks preparation to compete in CAFTA 


Column 3 

concurred that it will ultimately benefit from it 

that as a university town 

applicants to draw on. According to the bankers 
Managua 

record deposits. Despite the uncertainty of the November 
election outcome 

certificates of deposit 

2007 at the latest 

production and investments 

contingency plan: in the event that the Sandinistas win and 
Ortega implements draconian policies 

against the private sector 

country. 


CIVIL SOCIETY: WE MUST PROMOTE CITIZEN RIGHTS 
ELECTIONS 


14. (SBU) Movimiento por Nicaragua (MpN) and Etica y 
Transparencia (ET) representatives who met with Ambassador 
argued that that civil society must not only prepare 
Nicaraguans for elections 

rights and responsibilities as citizens and to lobby for 

better public services. Leon ET coordinator Hermogenes 
Santiago Media Rodriguez and MpN coordinators Allison Maria 
Loasiga 

explained they are encouraging Leoneses to challenge 
electricity provider Union Fenosa for its exorbitant yet 
mediocre service (see para 17). On the political landscape 
Salgado asserted that Tellez had stacked the already bloated 
municipal government with his cronies and was not popular 
having won with only 12 percent of the eligible voter pool. 

If it had not been for PLC leader Enrique Quinonez 

ALN-PC Assembly Deputy Maria Eugenia Sequeira would have been 
mayor 

barging onto the stage and attacki 

ng participants). MpN activities for the November election 
include helping citizens obtain and verify their cedulas and 
educating them on the process and the candidates through 
spots on a Radio La Carninosa. ET is auditing the cedula 
process and the voter roster (padron) 

cadre of electoral observers 


15. (SBU) While Salgado 

Ambassador that Nicaragua has progressed over the past ten 
years 

economic indicators. \"You can\'t eat macroeconomics 
quipped 

as potential growth areas that could benefit from CAFTA. 
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However 

enable Leoneses to compete. For example 

196 bakeries have potable water 

concurred that Nicaraguans desire a political change and were 
receptive to Secretary Rice\'s assertion that the problem is 

not the Left but how to make the Left democratic. \"Civil 
society\'s job will not end with the election; the MpN must be 
the fly in the eye of whatever government that comes to 

power 


MCC COMPACT - WE NEED IT 


16. (SBU) An atmosphere of enthusiasm and anxiety pervaded 
the Ambassador\'s meeting with the Leon and Chinandega 
development councils (Nicaragua has a network of local 
development councils at the departmental and municipal levels 
and under the framework of the National Development Council 
(CONADES) established by the Citizen Participation Law). 
Without exception 

UPANIC (Agropecuarios Producers of Nicaragua); Agrecio Osejo 
FSLN Mayor of Somotillo-Chinandega; Alberto Aviles (GON\'s 
representative in Chinandega (associated with 
presidential-hopeful/APRE member Jose Antonio Alvarado); 
Jilma Balladares VP of CDD Leon and President of Fundapadele 
NGO (constructs low-budget housing); and Ernesto Medina 
outgoing UNAN rector had nothing but praise for the MCC 
compact. However 

anxious that the program\'s fate could hinge on the outcome of 
the November election 

withdraw the program if Daniel Ortega wins. SomotilloWs 
Sandinista mayor summed up the group\'s sentiment on the MCC: 
\"We need it 

also asserting that Nicaragua\'s changes were irreversible and 
even an Ortega victory would not return Nicaragua to the 

1980s. To this concern 

continue so long as the new Nicaraguan government maintains 
the required score in the MCC\'s assessment scale 

measures democracy/human rights 

and economic and investment openness. 


ALL GANG UP AGAINST POWER GIANT UNION FENOSA 


17. (SBU) All interlocutors voiced pride for their region 

and all shared a common dislike for power giant Union Fenosa. 
In exchange for exorbitant fees 

access to electricity and mediocre service with frequent 
outages that damage equipment 


all political ilk complained. (Note: This perception is not 
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unique to Leon. End Note.) 


LEON: DEMOGRAPHICS AND VOTING PROFILE 


18. (U) Total Population (2005 est.): 
Total Urban Population: 
Total Rural Population: 


Votes Received by Party 


PLC: 41 
FSLN: 66 
APRE: 5 
PRN: 871 
AC: 811 
CCN: 1 

PLI: 1 

MSL: 144 
PLN: 1 


Votes Received by Party 
PLC: 73 
FSLN: 83 
PC: 5 


COMMENT 


19. (C) Notwithstanding Leon\'s Sandinista proclivity 
government and university authorities appear willing to 
participate in U.S.-funded programs 

than to improve regional prosperity. However 

some 

deputy Delia Arellano 

caucus 

with the Americans in Leon (Reftel). Specifically 

alleged that the Sandinistas are disguising the benefits of 

the MCA-N program as FSLN-sponsored goodies to attract more 
support. She claims evidence of this comes from evangelical 
pastors in the area 

Sandinistas have approached them on these supposed FSLN 
programs to attract them to the FSLN. While we have heard 
these allegations before 

We will facilitate a meeting with the MCC director and these 
evangelist leaders to clarify their assertions and to explain 

in more depth the compact program. 

TRIVELLI 
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the oil companies -- which stand to lose the most from the 
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bid -- will play major roles in the process. Zelaya also 
privately told Ambassador that he would sign no consultancy 
contract unless it also contained a guarantee of a minimum 
savings on fuel costs by a certain date. Meanwhile 
companies continue to state that they will not negotiate the 
use of their storage facilities 

openly question whether any one company could bid 
competitively. This may leave the door open for PetroCaribe 
and a GOH minister who recently visited Venezuela and met 
with President Hugo Chavez indicated that the GOH is 
continuing to consider such a deal. End Summary. 


2. (U) According to published reports 

contract with U.S. citizen consultant Robert Meyeringh to 
develop a national bid strategy. His responsibilities would 
include developing an energy strategy for the short and long 
term 

executing the bid. Meyeringh would have two weeks to set up 
his office 

timeline he would have the bid available for publication by 
mid-May. 


3. (C) News reports also quoted Minister of the Presidency 
Yani Rosenthal as saying the contract &still needs to be 
analyzed in light of the State Contacting Law to determine if 
any conflict exists8 before approval. Interestingly 

President Jose Manuel \"Mel\" Zelaya made a point of indicating 
that 

to the country 

will participate in the bidding process.8 Oil company 
spokesman Mario del Cid doubted the accuracy of the reports 
stating that 

Zelaya 

placed in Meyeringh 

with remarks Zelaya made to Ambassador on March 28 
septel. End Note.) Del Cid estimated this savings guarantee 
at about five U.S. cents per gallon 

U.S. dollars per year. How that savings would be measured 
and over what timeframe 


4. (Ο) The oil companies 

Exxon/Mobil 

could not deliver all of Honduras 

Representatives from both companies indicated that they 
probably would not offer a bid in the process 

field open for either &ghost traders8 

traders with no real investment stake in the country 
Venezuela through PetroCaribe. The Exxon/Mobil 
representative reiterated the rumor (ref a) that Venezuelan 
state oil company PdVSA has expressed an interest in buying 
Honduran retail gasoline station operator DIPPSA. Other 
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sources indicate that Honduran energy magnate Freddy Nasser 
has bid on the company. However 

Ambassador and EconChief 

with the rules governing fuel imports and distribution in 

flux 

and to make an appropriate bid. Nasser 

fuel imports for his electricity generating plants 

strong reservations about the state-sponsored import scheme. 


5.(C) Ambassador and PolChief met March 30 with Minister of 
Labor Rixi Moncada Godoy in a standard courtesy call. Atthe 
end of the meeting 

the Embassy had heard that she would be traveling to 
Venezuela to discuss the planned Honduran fuel bid. Minister 
Moncada said that in fact she had just returned from 
Venezuela 
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travel). Moncada said that the purpose of the trip was to 

invite the Venezuelan parastatal oil company PdVSA to take 
part in the fuel bid. However 

possible PetroCaribe deal were also discussed. Moncada met 
with the Commerce Minister 

the Minister of the Presidency 

himself. Moncada said that it appeared that PAVSA might 
participate in the fuel bid 

deal was a real possibility. 


6. (C) Moncada said that the PetroCaribe terms were 60 
percent due within 90 days 

over the next 25 years at a rate of one to two percent. 

(Note: This is consistent with what other sources had 
predicted to Post 

structure of the PetroCaribe offer. End note.) Moncada 
admitted that she was not an energy nor financial expert and 
was apparently chosen as the GOH 

closeness to the President 

that the terms appeared good from a price/legal standpoint 
(Moncada is a lawyer). Moncada also said that the Honduran 
company Lufussa 

in southern Honduras 

reduced rates from Venezuela 

saving be passed on to consumers via parastatal electricity 
company ENEE. Moncada opined that the GOH needed an overall 
energy plan. It appeared to EmbOffs that Moncada was being 
very upfront in her comments about her trip (which followed 
an excellent discussion on labor issues 


7. (SBU) Oil companies representatives have long since lost 
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confidence in dealing with the GOH. Per reftels 

effectively ambushed last March 6 at a &technical8 meeting 
to discuss the bid 

were found waiting with members of the Patriotic Coalition 
the main group supporting the state-run international bid 
tender. On March 24 

with Minister Rosenthal 

two-week averaging method for determining fuel prices unless 
&another Hurricane Katrina strikes.8 Shortening the 
averaging period would allow the GOH to take advantage of 
declining prices 

the impact of rising prices. The very next day the averaging 
period was extended to twenty-two days in the face of 
threatened transportation strikes around the country. 


8. (C) Comment: Whether or not Meyeringh 

officially signed 

will be underway soon 

May. With the oil companies adamant about not sharing their 
storage facilities 

somewhere to store the estimated fifteen million barrels of 
refined fuel 

Venezuela will play through PetroCaribe still remains 
unclear 

continues to consider a PetroCaribe option. End Comment. 
Ford 
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2. (C) Rodrigo personally oversaw the effort to remove legal 
obstacles to Oscar Arias\'s repeat presidential campaign. 
When efforts to negotiate a change to the 1969 law forbidding 
second terms failed in the Legislative Assembly 

engaged several law firms to challenge the law on 
constitutional grounds--despite his brothers public pledge 
not to invoke the courts. Rodrigo Arias managed the 
successful electoral campaign 

transition. He was Oscars first cabinet nomination--to be 
Minister of the Presidency 

Staff with additional responsibilities for liaison with the 
Legislative Assembly and oversight of the intelligence 
service. Rodrigo held this same position during his 
brother\'s first term. 


Political 


3. (U) Rodrigo Arias began his involvement with politics in 
1974 when he was elected 

Heredia 

Rodrigo was chosen by his peers to chair the council until 
the end of his term in 1978. He served as Minister of 
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Presidency during his brother\'s first term (1986-1990). 
Rodrigo also served for six months as a senior adviser to 
President Pacheco during 2003. Rodrigo stepped down over 
differences with Pacheco confidants like Richardo Toledo and 
due to pressure from PLN leaders interested in forming a 
full-fledged opposition in response to the Pacheco 
Administration\'s falling popularity. 


4. (U) A lawyer by training 

Rodrigo Arias graduated from the University of Costa Rica 
UCR) in 1969. He obtained a Master\'s Degree in commercial 
law (M.C.L.) from the University of Pennsylvania in 1971 and 
returned to UCR to teach law from 1971-1973. In 1971 
Rodrigo also joined Facio and Canas 

largest and oldest law firms. Although he resigned from the 
firm in 2003 to insulate it from his campaign to re-elect his 
brother 

the firm as a retired partner. 


5. (U) In addition to his law practice 

spent a substantial part of his career in corporate 

leadership positions. In 1974 

holds the presidency of the Taboga Sugar Refinery 

owned in part by the Arias family. Between 1971 and 1985 
Rodrigo held positions such as treasurer 

director and vice president of the Costa Rican Stock Market. 
From 1997 to 2003 

market. Since 1990 

and Industrial Sugar Cane League. 

Since 1996 

Producers\' National Chamber and has been on the board of the 
Central American Division of the British American Tobacco 
Corporation since 2001. 


Personal Information 

6. (C) Born July 26 

younger than Oscar. Rodrigo Arias married Milena Grillo in 
December 1977. They had three children 

Aug 1978) 

(DOB 4 Mar 1982) 

Although Rodrigo jealously guards his privacy 

noticeably happier 

dating Gretty Clausen Gutierrrez 

Jimenez Echevarria 

Costa Rica\'s largest daily newspaper. Rodrigo told the 
Ambassador on March 29 that he will undergo hip replacement 
surgery during the April 21-23 time frame. 


Hint of Scandal 
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7. (U) In July of 2005 

Nacion published documents insinuating that Rodrigo Arias had 
engaged in influence peddling in 2001 to support EBI 
Canadian company 

sole-source landfill contract with the City of San Jose. 

After the Comptroller had twice rejected the contract for 
insufficient sole-source justification 

representative requested assistance from Rodrigo Arias\'s law 
firm 

and nine days later the contract was approved with no further 
justification required. Facio and Canas billed EBI $1 

Rodrigo admits making the phone call 

influence 

No charges were ever filed. The timing of the news report 
was clearly related to the electoral campaign and led to 

calls for Rodrigo to step down as campaign manager. Oscar 
Arias flatly and publicly rejected the notion 

quickly faded. 


Comment 

8. (C) It is difficult to overstate the power Rodrigo Arias 
exercises as the self-described \"power behind the throne.\" 
Oscar seems quite content to rely on his brother as a 
gatekeeper. It is clear that Rodrigo\'s opinion on any 
important issue will be a key factor in understanding the 
decisions of the second Arias Administration. Oscar is the 
deep thinker 

government. But it is Rodrigo who makes things happen. 
LANGDALE 
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AGENDA\" TO PASS CAFTA-DR 


Classified By: Ambassador Mark Langdale for reasons 1.4 (b) & (d) 


Summary 

1. (C) On May 29 

ofthe Social Christian Unity Party (PUSC) for breakfast. 

They all expressed support for the Central America-Dominican 
Republic Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR) but were concerned 
about opposition from labor trade unions 

groups 

Deputy-elect Ana Helena Chacon said that confrontation during 
the process of ratification was inevitable: Wwe just have to 

make sure we don\'t lose.\" Faction leader Lorena Vasquez told 
us 

will 

agreement. End summary. 
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PUSC Puts on a Brave Face 

2. (C) The February 5 general elections were a disaster for 
PUSC. The party won only five of the 57 seats in the 
Legislative Assembly 

election 

ofthe vote. The party has been buffeted by corruption 
scandals that for a while put its last two former presidents 
(Rafael Angel Calderon and Miguel Angel Rodriguez) in jail 
and by the notoriously ineffective presidential 
administration of PUSC member Abel Pacheco. 


3. (C) The five deputies-elect owe their positions to Rafael 
Angel Calderon who has reemerged as party boss even while 
fighting off corruption charges. Calderon determined the 
party lists and selected candidates of proven loyalty to him. 
Of the five elected deputies 

the Legislative Assembly 

was until recently Vice Minister of Public Security. During 

the breakfast 

party they can hold the balance of power in the Assembly and 
make a difference after they take office on May 1. 


CAFTA-DR a Priority 

4. (C) Lorena Vasquez 

inthe Assembly 

and the U.S. Embassy over the years. She said that PUSC 
fully recognized the importance of ratifying and implementing 

a free trade agreement with Costa Rica\'s most important 
trading partner 

weakness of the Pacheco government whose lack of vision and 
purpose delayed ratification and led to the exit from 
government of the entire team of CAFTA-DR negotiators. 


5. (C) Deputy-elect Bienvenido Venegas said that while 
dialogue with civil society on CAFTA-DR and other issues was 
important 

creating so-called mixed commissions in which elected 
deputies sat together and negotiated with non-elected 
representatives of labor unions and community organizations. 
He said it was important to recognize the limits of dialogue 
and that his party and the PAC 

on opposite sides of most issues. 


Opposition to CAFTA-DR 

6. (C) Deputy-elect Jorge Eduardo Sanchez harked back to 
2000 when street demonstrations ultimately defeated the 
Rodriguez government\'s plan to partially privatize the Costa 
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Rican Electricity Institute (ICE). He said that many groups 

with various grievances against the government came together 
in defense of the state monopoly. The government was forced 
to back down even though it had the support of the vast 
majority of the legislature. Sanchez was concerned that that 
could happen again in the battle to ratify CAFTA-DR. 


7. (C) Deputy-elect Chacon said that a confrontation with 

the labor unions over CAFTA-DR was inevitable; \"we just have 
to make sure we don\'t lose.\" She noted from her time in the 
Ministry of Public Security deep suspicions that the 
government of Venezuela was financing and fomenting 
anti-government demonstrations and in particular was behind 
efforts to defeat CAFTA-DR. She said what the GOCR lacked 
was proof 

on intelligence matters. 


Dividing the Opposition 

8. (C) Lorena Vasquez said it was important for the 

government to engage civil society and opponents of CAFTA-DR. 
She said that PUSC will support a \"social agenda\" (read 
complementary agenda) that will lessen the harm suffered by 

the \"losers\" in CAFTA-DR. She noted that some labor union 
leaders and the PAC will never support CAFTA-DR 


possible to effectively buy off some of their potential 
allies. 


9. (C) Deputies-elect Jose Luis Vasquez and Jorge Eduardo 
Sanchez agreed with Lorena Vasquez 

successful ratification and implementation of CAFTA-DR 
depended on dividing the opposition and preventing the 
formation of a massive anti-CAFTA-DR bloc. Sanchez added 
that it was essential that the entire government speak with 
one voice on CAFTA-DR. A major problem in the Pacheco 
administration was that it appeared that only the Foreign 
Trade Ministry supported the agreement with the rest of 
government either ambivalent or silent. 


Comment 

10. (C) PUSC appears to be on board to support CAFTA-DR but 
not as enthusiastically as either the ruling National 

Liberation Party (with 25 deputies) or Libertarian Movement 
Party (with six deputies). PUSC deputies will defend their 
concept of social justice 

for CAFTA-DR is to some extent conditioned on a satisfactory 
complementary agenda. With PUSC 

votes out of 57 in support of CAFTA-DR ratification. Due to 
Costa Rica\'s painstaking parliamentary procedures and the 
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lack of progress until now 

vote on CAFTA-DR takes place. An early test of how long the 
ratification process will take will be whether the rules of 

the Legislative Assembly can be modified to streamline its 
deliberation process 

LANGDALE 
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as necessary 

it would re-admit Haiti as amember once constitutional rule 
had been restored. Most speakers joined Ambassador Bolton in 
calling on Haiti to complete its political transition as soon 

as possible 

elections. Latin American delegates tended to focus on 
Haiti\'s development needs to urge quick disbursements of 
pledged assistance and a larger role for MINUSTAH in 
reconstruction. Major donors 

and the European Union 

security and to reform the Haitian National police (HNP) and 
the justice sector. Preval agreed that police and judiciary 
reform were priorities 

controversy over a Haitian-UN agreement on HNP reform 
(reftel) 

spirit of mutual respect.\" At the conclusion of the 

session 

expressing its commitment to Haiti and outlining upcoming 
challenges. End Summary. 


2. Summaries of all the remarks delivered during the session 
as well as the text of the Council PRST 
www.un.org/news/press/docs/2006/sc8673.doc.ht m. 


Haiti Should Complete its Political Transition 


3. Nearly all delegates welcomed PrevalVs election and 
expressed willingness to work with the new Haitian 
Government. Praising the V'inclusive character" of Haiti\'s 
presidential election 

representatives in urging the new government to pursue 
national reconciliation and dialogue with the opposition. 
Ambassador Bolton called on Preval to honor his commitment to 
political inclusiveness and ensure that his government 
reflected the views of all Haitians. Most major donors 
including Austria (for the EU) 

as well as Russia 

Bolton in urging that local and municipal be held as soon as 
possible in a way that ensures that technical issues that 
arose during the first round are addressed. Only Cuba struck 
a discordant note 

conspired\" to make the 7 February 2006 elections collapse 
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but that the Haitian people had thwarted the plot and 

defended their democratic prerogatives. Cuba decried 

continuing \"international interference\" in Haiti\'s internal 

affairs 

designs in the Western Hemisphere. While Venezuela expressed 
hope that the \"political will of the Haitian people will be 

respected 

involvement of the international community in Haiti\'s 

elections. 


Strong International Commitment to Haiti 


4. Declaring that Haiti is \"only beginning its long journey 
towards a stable and democratic future 

first of many speakers to appeal for a sustained commitment 

to Haiti by the international community. Annan also noted 

that when the Security Council extended MINUSTAH\'s mandate in 
February 2006 

further extensions. President-elect Preval echoed this theme 
by calling on the international community to \"renew its 
commitment to provide long-term assistance to Haiti.\" Brazil 
declared its troops would remain in Haiti \"as long as 

necessary 

France 

long-term presence in the Caribbean country. Spain explained 
that while it could not continue its troop commitment to 
MINUSTAH 

MINUSTAH\'s police contingent and train Haitian security 
forces in Spain. Speaking on behalf of the Rio Group 

delivered very positive remarks that expressed support for 
expanding MINUSTAH\'s mandate beyond peacekeeping to include a 
larger humanitarian and development component that would help 
address HaitiVs long-term challenges. In a more measured 
intervention 

regional organization was prepared to re-admit Haiti once 
constitutional rule had been restored. The Dominican 

Republic and OAS delegates welcomed Preval\'s regional travel 
as a sign of the new governments eagerness to work with 
hemispheric partners. China 

currently have diplomatic relations with Haiti (Note: Because 
Haiti currently recognizes Taiwan. End Note.) 

\"the political conditions for MINUSTAH to stay on will always 
be present." 


Calls for Focus on Development... 


5. One theme of the session -- which all the Latin American 
delegations emphasized -- was that the international 
community should focus on development efforts as a key to 
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ensuring stability in Haiti. Preval led the charge 
characterizing Haiti as a \"country waiting to be built 

calling on all UN organs as well as donors to contribute to a 
post-electoral development program focusing on jobs 

basic social services 

SRSG Valdes agreed that Haiti would not achieve true 
stability until its \"grinding poverty" and great income 
inequality were addressed 

MINUSTAH could only tackle Haiti\'s most urgent needs and that 
\"generous and coordinated\" bilateral assistance would be 
necessary to supplement MINUSTAH\'s efforts. All MINUSTAH 
troop contributors 

called on donors to quickly disburse pledged assistance to 
Haiti. In his remarks 

end of 2006 

totaled more than USD 500 million. Greece pledged Euro 
100 

in addition to its Euro 100 

Latin America Director noted that the agency had begun 
approaching donors to fund a post-electoral stabilization 
strategy. 


And Security Sector Reform 


6. While Latin American representatives emphasized HaitiVs 
development needs 

France 

-- underscored the need to ensure security 

and the justice sector 

demobilization 

former Haitian Army members. The discussion of HNP reform 
in particular 

caused by the Interim Government of Haiti\'s (IGOH) 
endorsement and subsequent repudiation of an agreement with 
the UN on police reform. While Preval agreed that reform of 
the police and the judiciary was \"an imperative 

for agreements in this regard to be negotiated \"in mutual 
respect\" and in accordance with Haitian constitutional 
provisions on the role of the police. SRSG Valdes 
meanwhile 

should continue. Canada averred that the strategic plan 
adopted in March 2005 by the HNP should serve as the basis 
for any comprehensive reform effort 

leadership in the reform effort should be encouraged and 
respected. Peru suggested that Peruvian police offers could 
help train their Haitian counterparts in HNP training 

centers. Several delegations 

the EU) 

violations by the HNP and the large number of Haitians 
currently incarcerated without charge. 
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configuration of the Marine Corp Air Station (MCAS) Futenma 
relocation facility (FRF) 

between Defense Minister Fukushiro Nukaga and Nago Mayor 
Yoshikazu Shimabukuro has become the avenue for seeking local 
acceptance for the FRF. While Okinawan FRF proponents are very 
satisfied with this track 

Nukaga and Shimabukuro may reach an agreement - their worst 
nightmare. In the last two days 

attributed to Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 

Japan Defense Agency (JDA) Administrative Vice Minister Takemasa 
Moriya have put more pressure on Nago to agree to the FRF plan. 
This public perception could very well make Shimabukuro\'s 
negotiation task more difficult by limiting his ability to make 
concessions. End summary. 


2. (SBU) Newly elected Nago Mayor Yoshikazu Shimabukuro has 
become Okinawa\'s lead negotiator on the FRF revision plan and 
the lead target for reformist criticism. The reason for both 

may lie in the fact that almost all parties recognize that if 

Nago officials agree to an FRF proposal it will make it hard for 
those who dislike the plan to reject it. Many Okinawans also 

feel that if Nago reaches an agreement 

Governor Keiichi Inamine 

his refusenik stance and if not actively support the plan than 

at least not actively oppose it. But the Governor\'s refusenik 
stance is part of the reason that the GOJ has turned to 
Shimabukuro during these negotiations 

willing to compromise. Shimabukuro has made it clear publicly 
and privately that he is not rejecting the plan to relocate MCAS 
Futenma to the Henoko area 

relocation that will put the flight route over residential and 
business areas. 


3. (SBU) With Shimabukuro taking the lead on negotiations 

officials apparently believe there is a chance for progress on 

the FRF. Shimabukuro told ConGen staff that he received 

separate phone calls on March 27 from former Foreign Minister 
Nobutaka Machimura and current Environment Minister Yuriko Koike 
encouraging him to keep on talking with JDA 

him not to make a \"hasty or easy\" decision. Both ministers told 

him that there was an internal battle within JDA on the FRF\'s 
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location 

position there was a good chance he could get enough of what he 
wants to be satisfied. Koike said she was willing to take 
responsibility for the environmental issue. 


4. (SBU) Nonetheless 

concrete proposal to the GOJ 

preference for sitting in judgement of proposals from Tokyo 

rather than making Okinawan proposals. Sometimes this coyness 


NAHA 00000079 002 OF 005 


takes on a ludicrous aspect; Shimabukuro told us that for fear 

of leaving behind a permanent record of what was acceptable to 
Nago 

his finger (instead of a pen) to draw a new runway location on a 
map. Nago City Vice Mayor Bunshin Tsuematsu 

more permanent manifestation of what the city could accept when 
he pulled out a map during the Nago City Assembly\'s question and 
answer period in mid-March and indicated what areas would be 
acceptable to Nago. Whatever the method 

small shift seaward (on the order of less than 100 meters) is 

not acceptable to Nago. Shimabukuro told us he had rejected an 
earlier offer to move the runway 50 meters and is pushing for a 
400-meter adjustment towards the sea. 


5. (SBU) Shimabukuro taking the lead in the discussions is 
unsettling to some in Okinawa 

National Diet member Mikio Shimoji 

Vcoastal Schwab" plan 

leadership role in order to expedite the Futenma relocation 
project 

Governor. Shimoji complained that since the Governor has the 
authority 

appropriate decision for Okinawa. Leading reformists like 
Kantoku Teruya are worried that Shimabukuro and Nukaga might 
reach an agreement and are calling for Governor Inamine to take 
a leading role - at least as long as Inamine continues to oppose 
building the FRF at Camp Schwab. Teruya recently proclaimed he 
was worried about the Governor\'s isolation and asked for the 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) to bring him back into the mix. 


6. (SBU) The Governor himself appears concerned enough about his 
isolation to attempt to repeatedly link his position with that 
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of Shimabukuro 

plan. What Inamine and the reformists invariably omit 

is that while the Governor is unwilling to accept anything 

outside the original Special Action Committee on Okinawa (SACO) 
proposal to build a deepwater FRF 

accept a revised version of the \"coastal\" plan. The Okinawa 
Prefectural Government (OPG) is desperate not to acknowledge 
that Shimabukuro might be on the verge of agreeing to a 
compromise 

Inamine will be on the spot to either bless it or reject it. 

What Inamine will do if Shimabukuro reaches an agreement with 
the GOJ is still unclear. Shimabukuro told Polmil specialist 

that he believes that despite Inamine\'s recent statements 
against considering the Schwab \"coastal\" plan or any alteration 
of it 

Inamine will 

plan. In mid-March 

SACO process the GOJ had had close contacts with the OPG 
City 

local consensus. In contrast 

and confused\" because of the lack of adequate justification from 
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the GOJ for the \"coastal plan.\" OPG Senior Counselor for 
Military Affairs Reiji Fumoto told ConGen in early March the OPG 
would be willing to look at an alternative plan if the GOJ 
proposed one. Also former President of LDP Okinawa and party 
advisor Kenjiro Nishida told Polmil chief in mid-March that he 
believed Inamine would not oppose an amended FRF plan if the 
Nago City mayor accepted it. Nishida said that at some point 
the Governor will officially accept the amended plan because it 
will eliminate the danger to Ginowan posed by Futenma. 


7. (SBU) The local reformist media is deeply unhappy with 
Shimabukuro\'s leading role because they too fear a 
Nukaga-Shimabukuro agreement. In an editorial on March 27 
Ryukyu Shimpo warned Mayor Shimabukuro against entering the 
\"sumo ring\" of the GOJ 

compromise. The editorial stated that the \"true feelings\" of 

Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi could be seen in his repeated 
statements that he had no intention of modifying his fundamental 
position on Futenma relocation. Also 

the central government were reflected in statements by senior 
Defense Agency officials who said that they would not compromise 
even once with Okinawans because it would cause locals to expect 
further concessions. The Okinawan Times editorial urged 
Shimabukuro not to compromise easily and to avoid actively 
proposing his own alternative plans to the central government. 
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8. (SBU) A large stumbling block for the GOJ has been trying to 
satisfy all the diverse Okinawan opinions 

Okinawans acknowledge is a Herculean task. Inamine admitted in 
his March discussion with ConGen that Okinawan opinions on the 
FRF are not unified and that he is in a difficult position 

noting V'we Okinawans are facing a difficult phase in the 
negotiations and | do not have any good ideas on how to resolve 
this tough issue.\" LDP Okinawa General Affairs Committee 
Chairman Toru Oda complained to ConGen that Okinawan Diet 
members\' lack of unity caused them to be unable to take a strong 
stance with the GOJ on the Schwab FRF plan. 


9. (SBU) Nonetheless 

become a hot topic 

Henoko satisfied to limit \"local\" to only Nago citizens 

only ward residents near Henoko 

Okinawans are equal stakeholders in the issue. In early March 
Shimabukuro helped the GOJ by publicly commenting that the 
\"local communities who have a right to pass judgment on FRF\" was 
limited to just three of Nago\'s 55 wards 

the Nago area population. Inamine told reporters on March 26 
that \"local\" meant all Okinawans 

residents. The same day on TV AsahiVs \"Sunday Project\" 
(equivalent to \"Meet the Press\") Diet member Mikio Shimoji 
echoed the Governor\'s position 

JDA Director General Shigeru Ishiba 

means Nago residents only. The Okinawan media 
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that all Okinawans need to pass judgment on the FRF plan and on 
March 30 both papers highlighted a planned rally by Nago\'s 
neighboring town of Ginoza as evidence of an expansion in \"local 
concern.\" The papers gave prominent space to the rally against 
the shallow water project set for April 4 and the Higashi 

Village Chief statement that \"More than just the fact that the 

flight route will pass over us 

that we also should be considered citizens of communities 
surrounding Heneko and 

matter.\" 


If All Politics \"Local 
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10. (SBU) Shimabukuro does have local electoral backing for his 
negotiations according to an NHK exit poll done after his 

victory in the January Nago mayoral election. The poll showed 
that 59 percent of respondents who backed Shimabukuro either 
accepted the plan to relocate MCAS Futenma to Camp Schwab or 
some modification of the plan. Also 

by 60 percent of voters ages 20 to 70 years old. Among LDP and 
Komeito supporters 


Nago Putting Hope in Nukaga and Yamasaki; Moriya Remains A 
Source of Distrust 


11. (SBU) In late March 

he thinks very well of JDA Director General Nukaga and that 
Nukaga seems to be sincere and undertaking a genuine effort to 
achieve a compromise with Nago. Separately 

Secretary General Kosuke Gushi told ConGen officials that LDP 


SIPDIS 

Security Research Council Chairman Taku Yamasaki personally 
assured him in mid-March that Yamasaki would be directly 
involved in drafting and then pushing a revised FRF plan. The 
revised plan would presumably incorporate local requests that 
the facility be located further out on Henoko Point 

the way into the shallow water off Camp Schwab. 


12. (SBU) Shimabukuro 

Administrative Vice Minister] Moriya.\" He also noted that 
someone 

telling Nukaga that some wards near Henoko (Abu and Mihara) 
\"approve\" of the current Camp Schwab plan. After hearing this 
report 

with Nukaga to personally tell him that he did not want to have 
aircraft flying over his resort. One of the Nago City Ward 
chiefs also confided to Polmil officer he was worried that 
Moriya was intervening and preventing the \"true feelings of 
Okinawans\" from reaching Koizumi. 
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Tough Words from Tokyo Putting More Pressure on Shimabukuro 


13. (SBU) News stories on March 29 extensively reported a March 
28 meeting between Koizumi 

called for minimal concessions and for proceeding with the 
current plan even if Nago refuses to agree. Press backgrounders 
by Moriya after the meeting emphasized that now is the \"last 
chance\" for Nago to agree to the Camp Schwab plan. Perhaps not 
coincidentally 

scheduled March 29 meeting with Nukaga 

prepare for former Nago Mayor Tateo Kishimoto\'s funeral on April 
2. The funeral itself could become a venue for some Tokyo-Nago 
dialogue 

attend. Note. Shimabukuro is chairman of the Kishimoto funeral 
committee. End Note. 


14. (SBU) Comment: For the past two weeks 

engaged in a high-wire act in his negotiations with Nukaga. Not 
only is he trying to avoid an open break with Inamine 

facing increasing media-led calls for him to break off the talks 
altogether. To the degree that Nukaga is able to project an 
image of understanding and openness to reasonable compromise 
Shimabukuro feels sufficiently protected to continue the 
discussions. The most recent hard-line 

statements out of Tokyo 

Shimabukuro\'s job more difficult if they destroy the public 
perception of understanding on Nukaga\'s part and thereby limit 
Shimabukuro\'s room to maneuver. End comment. 
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Yomiuri: 
(1) Muraoka ruling shows murky side of politics 
(2) Bid rigging-preventing reduced surcharge system worked 


Nihon Keizai: 
(1) Rice futures market must be approved 
(2) Muraoka ruling points to true culprit 


Sankei: 

(1) Muraoka cleared in donation scandal: What is the truth? 
(2) Learn lessons from high-rise apartment building ruling to 
build pleasant communities 


Tokyo Shimbun: 

(1) Muraoka acquitted: Dark side of bypass donation not 
clarified 

(2) Deep gulf remains over pluthermal project 
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3) Prime Minister\'s Official Residence (Kantei) 
Prime Minister\'s schedule 


NIHON KEIZAI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 31 


11:00 

Met at Kantei with Naoki Tanaka 
Postal-Privatization Committee 
Secretary Abe. Met again with Tanaka. 


SIPDIS 


14:00 
Met with Chairman lida of the expert panel on sliming and making 
administration effective 
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and Administrative Reform Promotion Chief of Secretariat Matsuda. 


15:00 
Met with Ambassador to Iraq Suzuki. 


16:00 

Met with METI Minister Nikai 

Director General Kodaira. Met afterwards with Deputy Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Futahashi. 


17:23 
Met with Gender Equality Minister Inoguchi and Gender Equality 
Bureau chief Natori. 


19:00 

Met at his official residence with Upper House Budget Committee 
Chairman Ono and chief director Ichikawa 

Cabinet Secretary Suzuki. 


4) US President Bush 
criticizes China\'s suppression of freedom 
contributions to peace 


SANKEI (Page 7) (Full) 
March 31 


By Yoshihisa Komori in Washington 


US President George W. Bush brought up China\'s suppression of 
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freedom in a speech on freedom and democracy delivered in 
Washington 

on March 29 

religious suppression and other issues in China in an upcoming 
meeting with Chinese President Hu Jintao. Meanwhile 

repeated his praise for Japan\'s contributions to democracy and 
peace 

two nations. 


Bush delivered this speech at Freedom House headquarters 
private organization for advancing democracy 

the speech 

root in Iraq. In the subsequent question-and-answer session 
referred to the lack of democracy in China and stated 

tell President Hu Jintao 

not to be afraid of a free society." In addition 

was reading Mao 

tung 

world was deceived by (President Mao) and how cruel China was." 


Speaking of the planned meeting with the Chinese president in 
late April 

criticize China\'s suppression of freedom 

oppression. Bush noted: \" will discuss freedom and frankly tell 
Mr. Hu about a number of conversations with the Dalai Lama 
concerns of Catholic churches as well as those of Evangelical 
churches in China 

healthy society is not built only by the market-opening 
principles.\" 


In answering questions about democratization in the Middle East 
Bush emphasized that democracy and freedom were not something 
peculiar to the United States but they are the universal concepts 
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that prevail on the globe. He then mentioned his relationship 

with Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and stated: \"Prime Minister 
Koizumi is not only a good friend but also a partner for me in 
pursuing peace. Nearly 1 

Iraq. This is the result of Prime Minister Koizumi having a good 
grip on the benefits of democracy in the Middle East.\" 


Additionally 

in Japan 

peace-loving nation 

can have discussions. Turning Japan into a democratic nation was 
the right thing to do. This fact is a lesson to be noted." 


5) Iraqi delegation expresses hopes for Japan\'s continued 
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assistance to Iraq 


MAINICHI (Page 3) (Full) 
March 31 


A group of 10 Iraqi leaders 

Province in southern Iraq 

local autonomy 

yesterday. Provincial assemblyman Alzayadi commented on the 
Ground Self-Defense Force\'s mission in the province 
Japanese government\'s responsibility to decide on a withdrawal. 
We will respect your decision." He also expressed hopes for 
Japan\'s continued assistance to Iraq 

either the SDF 

continue carrying out activities in Iraq even after a new 
government is established." 


6) Japanese 
timetable for GSDF withdrawal; Pullout in April now difficult 


NIHON KEIZAI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 31 


Coordination has started for Foreign Minister Taro Aso and his 

British counterpart Jack Straw to meet in Tokyo in May. Britain 

is in charge of ensuring security in the southern part of Iraq. 

The aim of the planned Japan-Britain meeting is to discuss a 
timeframe for a withdrawal of Ground Self-Defense Force (GSDF) 
troops stationed in Samawah. The Japanese government was planning 
to pull them out of Iraq in two stages during the April - June 

period 

will become impossible for Japan to withdraw GSDF in April. 


The inauguration of Iraq's permanent government has been delayed. 
Given this 

dialogue at the foreign minister level put off a judgment on the 

timing for a GSDF withdrawal. Britain intends to reduce its 

troops in Iraq in May as scheduled. 


7) UNSC statement on Iran\'s nuke program: Japan urged to act in 
concert on diplomatic front 


SANKEI (Page 5) (Full) 
March 31 


In connection with IranYs nuclear program 
now informally called on Japan to halt its Azagaden oil field 
development project in Iran. Meanwhile 
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Security Council has adopted a chairman\'s statement on the issue. 
Japan 

failure to review its bilateral relations with Iran and its 

energy strategy. 


VIf we\'re nuclear-armed 

Anyone trying to do so will have to pay dear for that." This 
statement came from Ali Larijani 

Supreme National Security Committee (SNSC) 

national meeting of political leaders from Iran\'s Islamic 
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) on November 30 last year. 


\"Iran has a firm resolve to go nuclear. A nuclear-armed Iran 

would come out with dauntless 

warning came from Gregg Schulte 

International Atomic Energy Agency (ΙΑΕΑ) and US ambassador to 
the United Nations agencies in Vienna. US Under Secretary of 
State Joseph 

security 

produce highly enriched uranium for \"10 nuclear weapons." In his 
analysis 

acquire nuclear development capability in 5-10 years." 


\"Iran is dealing with several countries in an attempt to divide 
the international community and threatening to stop trade and 
oil 

Minister Mottaki delivered a speech in Tokyo on March 1. In the 
speech 

that buys about 27% of that country's crude oil output. He said 
\"Our close bilateral relationship must not be hurt by any third- 
party (US) intervention. V" 


The United States strategy is to isolate Iran. But \"it wouldn\'t 
be a deal for Iran to stop uranium enrichment 

Tanaka 

Economics 

wide apart from each other. Russia was expected to act as a go 
between the two countries but it is now speaking for Iran. 


The UNSC 

adopt a resolution denouncing Iran at best and not go so far as 
to adopt a resolution calling for sanctions against Iran. The 
United States would then form a V'coalition of the willing\" with 
its allies to implement sanctions against Iran 

coalition would step up its pressure... Such a scenario is seen 
as likely. VJapan will be sandwiched there 

Miyake 

representing a foreign policy think tank. 


The coalition would not take all-out economic sanctions at once. 
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They would begin with restricting investments and freezing 
assets. And then 

in stages 

Iranian officials and prohibiting overseas travels. However 

doubt such sanctions when it comes to their actual effectiveness. 


In response to the UNSC chairman\'s statement 

Minister Yasuhisa Shiozaki said Japan would continue to work on 
Iran. But the United States 

expectations for Japan. The United States is rather casting 
distrustful eyes on Japan. \"The key to our diplomatic strategy 
toward Iran is that countries concerned about Iran\'s activities 
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act in concert 


Japan will now have to make up its mind to give up on Iranian 

oil. That\'s not only from the perspective of consideration for 

the United States. \"For Japan 

between the United States and oil 

nuclear nonproliferation.\" He added: \"Japan should stop nuclear 
proliferation even at the sacrifice of oil. That\'s Japan\'s good 
sense as the only atomic-bombed nation. Japan should not cave in 
to Iran\'s pressure. That\'s important.\" 


8) Suicide notes of Shanghai consulate official reveals pressure 
to reveal secrets by China side and threats to five information 
on other diplomats; Decided to commit suicide when asked for 
codes next 


YOMIURI (Top play) (Excerpt) 
March 31 


This newspaper obtained the contents of a suicide note sent to 
the consul general by a Japanese diplomat (then 46) assigned to 
the Shanghai Consulate General. The diplomat committed suicide in 
May 2004. The note revealed that the diplomat was forced by 
Chinese intelligence agents to provide diplomatic secrets and 
other information 

decision to commit suicide. In the note obtained by this 
newspaper 

from which ministry or agency each consulate official came. The 
note details the persistent and clever tactics used by the 

agents 

contacts of consulate officials. The note is ample proof for the 
Japanese government to judge that there was a violation of the 
Vienna Convention. There is also a document in Chinese that was 
used by the agents to put pressure on the individual. The Chinese 
government has denied having anything to do with the suicide 
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the contents of the note and the document contradict its claim. 


9) Delegation of seven groups to China 
arrives in Beijing for talks with President Hu today 


NIHON KEIZAI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 31 


Manabu Morimoto 


A delegation of seven groups to promote Japan-China friendship 
headed by former Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto 

Beijing yesterday. Hashimoto has served as chairman of the Japan 
International Trade Promotion Association. The delegation will 

meet with President Hu Jintao at the Great People\'s Hall today. 

This will be the Chinese president\'s first meeting with Japanese 
politicians since meeting Liberal Democratic Party Secretary 

General Tsutomu Takebe and New Komeito Secretary General Tetsuzo 
Fuyushiba last May. 


The delegation is visiting China at the invitation of the China- 
Japan Friendship Association. This is the first large-scale 
Japanese mission to China since Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
visited Yasukuni Shrine last October. Hu is expected to give an 
\"important lecture\" on bilateral relations during his meeting 

with Hashimoto 

chairs the cross-party Federation of Diet Members for Promoting 
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Japan-China Friendship 
to what message the top Chinese leader will deliver on the 
strained relations between Japan and China. 


10) New Komeito protests Foreign Ministry\'s decision to defer yen 
loans to China 


MAINICHI (Page 3) (Full) 
March 31 


New Komeito called yesterday Foreign Ministry Economic 
Cooperation Bureau Director-General Shigekazu Sato to its Foreign 
Affairs Division to protest the ministry\'s postponement of its 
decision on yen loans to China for fiscal 2005 

meaningless to shelve the decision." Secretary General Tetsuzo 
Fuyushiba expressed strong displeasure 

Ministry did not consult with the New Komeito beforehand. The 
Liberal Democratic Party is not the only party that is supporting 

the Foreign Ministry. V" 
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11) \"There is ample possibility to improve Japan-China 
relations 


MAINICHI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 31 


Commenting on the strained Japan-China relations 

China Yuji Miyamoto 

yesterday\'s interview to the Mainichi indicated a perception: 
\"Both countries are in agreement on the point that relations with 
the other country are important. There is ample possibility to 
improve bilateral relations." 


12) Screening of school textbooks: China restrains criticism 


MAINICHI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 31 


The Ministry of Education 

Technology (MEXT) has ordered that school textbooks to be 
screened for next spring should mention that the Senkaku Islands 
(known as the Diaoyu isles in China) belong to Japan. Deputy 
Director General Qin Gang of the Chinese Foreign Ministry Press 
Bureau yesterday responded 

it have been Chinavs territory since ancient times. There are 
unquestionable legal grounds for our claim." He 

protest to the Japanese government. His criticism was restrained 
compared with past comments. 


The Chinese side apparently stopped short of provoking Japan 
because President Hu Jintao was scheduled to meet with former 
Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto on March 31 

release a key dialogue designed to improve bilateral relations. 


13) Screening of school textbooks: South Korea lodges protest 
with Ambassador Oshima 


MAINICHI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 31 


Foreign Affairs and Trade Minister Ban Ki-moon of South Korea 
yesterday called in Japanese Ambassador Shotaro Oshima to the 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Referring to the order 

given by the Japanese Ministry of Education 

Science and Technology (MEXT) that high school textbooks to be 
screened in fiscal 2005 should mention that Takeshima 

Toku-do in South Korea 
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regret: \"It is regrettable that Japan has taken a measure that 
could erode the sovereignty of South Korea amid ongoing efforts 
to dissolve the stalemated bilateral relations.\" 


Ambassador Oshima sought understanding from him 
screening was carried out properly 
system. It is Japan\'s consistent position regarding Takeshima.\" 


14) Aomori governor and Tsugaru mayor agree to deployment of US 
military\'s X-band radar 


YOMIURI (Page 4) (Full) 
March 31 


Aomori Gov. Shingo Mimura and Tsugaru Mayor Hiroyoshi Fukushima 
held a press conference at the prefectural government office 
yesterday in which they expressed their agreement to the planned 
deployment of mobile X-band radar at the Air Self-Defense Force\'s 
Shariki detachment base in the city. The radar was developed by 

the US military to build an early warning system to intercept 

ballistic missiles. The deployment of the radar will be 

incorporated into the US force realignment final report to be 

compiled in April. 


15) Nukaga holds talks with mayors of municipalities around Nago 


MAINICHI (Page 3) (Full) 
March 31 


Defense Agency Director General Fukushiro Nukaga held talks last 
night at his agency with the mayors of four municipalities around 
Nago 

consent on the planned relocation of the US Marine Corps\' Futenma 
Air Station to the coastline of Camp Schwab 

sought their cooperation. 


16) Lawmakers to sponsor bill upgrading Defense Agency to a 
ministry: METI Minister Nikai 


TOKYO SHIMBUN (Page 2) (Full) 
March 31 


Economy 
a general meeting of his faction promoted a set of bills to 
upgrade the Defense Agency to the status of a ministry: 


\"It is desirable that (the government will submit) the bills 

since they are designed to reform the government organization. 
However 

present them as bills sponsored by lawmakers.\" 


Column 3 
The faction is now calling on LDP lawmakers to sign up to sponsor 
the bills. 


17) US Secretary of Commerce Gutierrez: Japan 
together for a China\'s currency reform\" 
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NIHON KEIZAI (Page 9) (Full) 
March 31 


US Secretary of Commerce Gutierrez yesterday was interviewed by 
the Nihon Keizai Shimbun in Tokyo 

indicated an intention to join hands with Japan to urge the 

Chinese government to reform the yuan 

issue is the common matter of concern for both the Japanese and 
US economies.\" Gutierrez also indicated that revaluing the yuan 
would help improve America\'s trade deficits. On the US beef 

issue 

beef market to the United States as quickly as possible. 


Gutierrez pointed out 

the value (of the yuan) is adequate.\" Citing the submission of a 
bill intended to impose sanctions on China by influential US 
senators 


Additionally 

closely linked to (the exchange rate of) the yuan 

that the US\' current account deficit has been brought about 
chiefly by trade with China. 


18) It was haunch bones that were included in beef shipment to 
Hong Kong 


MAINICHI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 31 


The Ministry of Agriculture 

yesterday announced that it received a reply from the US to a 
question it asked about the inclusion of bones in US beef 
shipment to Hong Kong. According to the reply provided by the US 
two chips 2.5 - 5 centimeters long from parts sticking out of 
haunch bones were found in the shipment. The US said that the 
inclusion of such bones is not a breach of the import conditions 
because they are not a risk material. Hong Kong imports only 
boneless beef from the US. It suspended imports in mid-March from 
the meat packer that shipped the product in question. However 
the US appears to be claiming that it is not possible to say that 

the inclusion of bone chips are the same as beef with bones 


Column 3 
attached. 


19) Projection for growth potential for fiscal 2005 reaches ten- 
year high of 1.3% 
Cabinet Office 


NIHON ΚΕΙΖΑΙ (Page 2) (Excerpts) 
March 31 


The Cabinet Office has estimated that growth potential 

indicates the Japanese economy\'s growth performance 

2005 increased to 1.3% 

The recovery of capital investment and improved productivity has 
raised the fundamental power of the Japanese economy 

the surge in the growth potential. The figure is the highest 

since 1995 

sees that the economy is about to emerge from the deflationary 
cycle due to the correction of the situation in which the actual 
growth rate has been underperforming growth potential. 


The Cabinet Office has calculated the growth potential for fiscal 
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2005 

(GDP) for the October-December quarter last year. It is worked 
out 

plants and manufacturing facilities 

the development of technology and production efficiency 

labor force needed for production activities. 


Of the growth potential of 1.3% 

for 0.5 points 

negative 0.3%. The recovery of business showings has boosted 
corporate production capacity as well as management efficiency. 


20) With an eye on the presidential race 
discussion on measures to offer second chance for success 
as move to forestall criticism of income disparity 


NIHON ΚΕΙΖΑΙ (Page 2) (Excerpts) 
March 31 


In its first meeting yesterday 

Promotion Conference 

Abe 

failed entrepreneurs gain a second chance for success. Abe 
instructed panel members to work out specific measures 
those to back up companies intermediate recruitment. Some 
observers speculate that Abe 


Column 3 

Democratic Party presidential race in September 

forestall criticism of a widening gap in society allegedly caused 
by structural reforms. 


In yesterday\'s meeting 

society that offers a second chance at success and not to fix the 
group of winners and the group of losers. He mentioned the words 
\"a second chance\" as many as seven times. He asserted that 
although a certain level of income disparity is unavoidable 

is necessary to increase chances to try again 

distributing wealth with Vequality as the buzzword.\" 


Many officials in the LDP voice concern about the disparity 
between winners and losers widening in society. The possibility 
is strong that if Abe runs for the presidential race 

of his election campaigning will be V'second chance\" measures. 


21) Former Chief Cabinet Secretary Muraoka acquitted of 
concealing 100 million yen political donation; Tokyo District 
Court determines testimony of former treasurer not credible; 
Perhaps covering up for Hashimoto 


ASAHI (Top Play) (Excerpts) 
March 31 


Tokyo District Court presiding judge Masaaki Kawaguchi yesterday 
acquitted former chief Cabinet Secretary Kanezo Muraoka 

the charge of having concealed a 100 million yen political 

donation by the Japan Dental Association to the former Hashimoto 
factionsY political organization Heisei Kenkyu Kai (Heisei Study 
Group) of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). The concealment was 
alleged to be in violation of the Political Funds Control Low. 

The presiding judge determined that the testimony by Toshiyuki 
Takigawa 

testimony was the pillar of the prosecutions\' allegation that 
Muraoka had ordered Takigawa to hide the donation. The judge 
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underscored the possibility of Takigawa having made the false 
testimony to prevent the scandal from causing trouble for former 
Prime Minister Hashimoto 

Hiroshi Motojuku 

out the possibility that the 100 million yen might have been a 
donation to Hashimoto himself. 


The presiding judge pointed out the reason for the possibility of 
Takigawa having given a false testimony: 


\"Because he made the false testimony to prevent the scandal from 


Column 3 

causing trouble for former Prime Minister Hashimoto and other LDP 
officials 

tried to prevent the scandal from revealing the LDP\'s murky 
handling of political donations by bringing about investigations 

into Motojuku. There is the possibility that he made false 
statements 

being defeated in the election.\" 


Moreover 


\"(If not issuing a receipt was Hashimoto\'s intent) It is 
conceivable that since the former prime minister headed the 
faction 

violation of the Political Funds Control Law. It is only natural 
to think that treasurer Takigawa tried to avoid the scandal 
causing trouble for the former prime minister and the Heisei 
Study Group.\" 


22) Former ambassador to US Kuriyama to become advisor to Emperor 
in post at Imperial Household Agency 


TOKYO SHIMBUN (Page 3) (Full) 
March 31 


Former Ambassador to the US Takakazu Kuriyama 

University Professor Emeritus Taichiro Mitani 

positions at the Imperial Household Agency 

They will serve as advisors to the Emperor. Incumbent advisors -- 
Toshijiro Nakajima 

from their posts as of today. 


Joining the Foreign Ministry in 1954 
posts as administrative vice minister 
and ambassador to the United States. 


Mitani is a specialist in modern Japanese history. He headed the 
Japanese team of the Japan-South Korea History Study Committee 
which compiled a report in 2005. 


DONOVAN 
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West Frontier Province in May. 


3. (C) Tarzi said that 

bilateral tensions 

business as usual with no hostility from his Pakistani 

contacts. Now 

to demonstrate their interest in Afghanistan. Vice Army 

Chief of Staff GEN Ahsan has gone out of his way to show that 
there is no ill will 


Column 3 

Bismullah Khan to attend his son\'s wedding and planning 
festivities in Bismullah Khan\'s honor at the April 19 

Tripartite Commission plenary in Islamabad. Former ISI Chief 
Azad Durrani has expressed an interest in visiting Kabul in 
the near future. 


4. (S) Tarzi also told Ambassador Crocker that he believes 
that he had sorted through the confusion surrounding an 
Afghan Ministry of Defense paper that had been wrongly billed 
to the GOP as Afghanistan\'s National Security Strategy (NSS). 
(Note: President Musharraf expressed his irritation at the 
allegedly revanchist tone of this MOD paper to GEN Abizaid 
during their March 6 meeting. End note.) The Government of 
Afghanistan (GOA) is working on a NSS 

the auspices of the National Security Advisor\'s office. The 
MOD paper that had been passed to the GOP was a preliminary 
draft written for other purposes that has no/no official 

standing. Ambassador thanked Tarzi for the explanation 

urged him to convey the same message to senior GOP officials. 
CROCKER 
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Bush visit the same day -- if the GOP had acted 

negative public reaction would have dominated the news cycle 
pushing the good news about the President\'s visit off the 
media\'s radar. The Foreign Secretary stressed that Pakistan 
had advised the USG of its decision very quickly and had 
urged the U.S. to interdict the vessel itself. He went on to 
reaffirm the GOP\'s commitment to prevent Pakistani-produced 
controlled materials from being exported for illicit 

purposes 

goods produced elsewhere transiting Pakistan. The Ambassador 
reminded the Foreign Secretary that GOP statements opposing 
nuclear weapons proliferation -- particularly in PakistanVs 
immediate neighborhood -- will be put the to test should a 
similar case arise in the future; he expressed the hope that 

if called to act 


1267 Committee Designation 


6. (5) Reminding the Foreign Secretary that the U.S. had 
deferred moving forward with its request to add JUD to the 
LET terror financing designation 

Foreign Secretary of the current timeline for 

pre-notification and presentation to the UN 1267 Committee. 
(Ref D) The Ambassador expressed concern over points MFA 
Spokesperson Tasneem Aslam raised with DCM on March 24 
particularly the notion that JUD and other designated 
organizations should be given special consideration because 
of their participation in earthquake relief efforts. On the 


Column 3 

contrary 

for months that these organizations were engaged in relief 
work for this express purpose 

positive press 

expanding financial base. If the GOP had taken control of 
these aspects of the relief efforts 

humanitarian-minded militants into this work as part of an 
organized DDR program 

a point. As it stands 

the GOP must take decisive action to bring the militants\' 
relief activities to an end and to vigorously implement the 
anticipated 1267 Committee designation of JUD. The Foreign 
Secretary replied that it is very difficult for the GOP to 


SIPDIS 

act against the militant organizations; that it must consider 
tools other than coercion to persuade the militants to 
abandon violence; and that the GOP needs additional 
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information on the links between the militants and 
terrorism/terrorist financing in order to explain the 

situation to the Pakistani people (Ref C). The Ambassador 
appreciated the complexities of the situation 

urged the GOP to ensure that all assets of designated 
organization have been frozen 

obligations as a member of the UN. 


CROCKER 
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the figures downward 
anybody\'s guess 


3. (C) Successive years of drought 

short rains from October to December 2005 

have a negative impact on the agriculture sector which 
accounts for about 46 percent of Tanzania\'s GDP. Small 
farmers will be especially hard hit since they depend heavily 
on rains and lack the irrigation systems of larger 
sophisticated estates. In particular 

rains will impact coffee and cotton harvests in 2006. 
According to the Economic Intelligence Unit (EUI)\'s 2006 
Country Report 

Tanzania\'s GDP. After gold 

second and third largest exports respectively. While there 
are few comprehensive assessments of the drought\'s impact on 
cotton yields 
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Shinyanga 

Marketing Crop Board expects the cotton crop will be half the 
size of last year\'s yield which was 700 

Steven Fondriest 

that coffee harvest predictions suggest production will fall 

by about 25 percent in drought stricken areas 

Kilimanjaro. Without the expected rains in late 2005 

coffee plants never flowered 

harvests. 


4. (C) The ongoing power rationing (from February 4 to date) 
has also been an important factor behind lowering growth 
forecasts. The rising cost of electricity will naturally 

impact the service and manufacturing industries which account 
for 34 percent and 8.8 percent of Tanzania\'s GDP 
respectively. \"Much will depend on the long rains 

explained S. Magonya 

Ministry of Finance. \"A similar power crisis transpired in 
1999 and again in 2003. However 

people become hopeful 

Vbusiness as usual\' and the country tends to forget about the 
more fundamental problems in the energy sector.\" Beginning 
the second week of March 

parts of the country; but near the key hydro-power plant 

Mtera Dam 

collapse of that power source altogether. Predictions from 
the Ministry of Energy are that power rationing will continue 

at least through June 2006. Currently 


rationed for about eight hours per day. 


5. (SBU) In many respects 

2006 are reminiscent of those in 2003. The failure of the 
short and long rains in 2003 meant more than 2 million people 
were declared at risk of food insecurity and the GOT 

January 2006 

also prevalent in 2003 as a result of insufficient rainfall. 
Nevertheless 

a rate of 5.5 percent 

external shocks. Over the past several years 

economic growth has been broad-based ranging from mining to 
manufacturing to tourism and 

Director of the World Bank 

sustaining long-term economic growth." 


Food Prices Push Up Inflation 

6. (U) The food shortage in Tanzania 

region at large 

putting significant pressure on Tanzania\'s inflation rate. 
With food accounting for more than half of the Tanzania\'s 


Column 3 

consumer price index (CPI) 

inflation forecast from five to six percent. The Economic 
Intelligence Units 2006 Country Report forecasted a 5 
percent inflation rate for 2006; however 

Tanzania has already published figures showing a marked 
upward trend in the inflation rate over the past several 
months -- from 4.5 percent in September 2005 to 5.0 percent 
in December 2005 to 5.4 percent inflation in January 2006. 


7. (U) Ketan Patel 

Company (the biggest importer/exporter of maize in Tanzania) 
told Econoff March 16 that Tanzania\'s food shortage equates 
to a problem of affordability. Over the past several months 
food prices have shot up 

most expensive in remote 

poverty is the most severe. In addition to rising food 

costs 

pressure. With widespread 

consumers have turned to more costly 

IMF\'s Schmitz noted that the rise in fuel prices had been 
\"primarily passed through to TANESCO 

has been absorbing most of the costs associated with the fuel 
price hikes. Schmitz added that consumer prices had not been 
adjusted to reflect higher oil prices since January 2005. 
Schmitz guessed that other prices 

manufactured products etc. 

reflect higher costs associatedOw'tx( JA%Q #|~ZS(z?*penditures in 2005 
approximately 16 percent from 2004 to 2005. In the first 

three quarters of 2004 

billion (approx. USD 681 million) compared with Tsh 793 
billion (USD 790 million) in the first three quarters of 

2005. Concerns about increased government spending and the 
GOT\'s budget deficit vary with Tanzania\'s donor community. 
Judy O\'Connor 

Econoff on March 13 that the increased spending was in-line 
with higher donor funding and directed toward social areas 
such as health and education 

report similarly explains the ratcheting up of expenditures 

as a result of rising donor support and expenditures 

targeting poverty reduction programs. 


9. (C) Lelde Schmitz of IMF 

view 

spending into the economy can generate a lot of M3 which can 
lead to a crowding out effect for private sector 

investments.\" (Note: M3 is ameasure of aggregate money 
supply including less liquid assets). She emphasized the 
critical factor would be whether or not these expenditures 
were efficient 

sufficient rate of return to generate long-term 

economic growth. 
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Increase in T-Bill Rates a \"Surprise\" 

10. (C) Another recent development highlighted by the IMFVs 
recent review was a marked increase in interest rates on 
Treasury Bills (T-bills) from July - September 2005. Schmitz 


said that the marked increase was a \"real surprise.\" 
According to figures from both the BOT and EIU 

rate on T-bills jumped from 8 percent in the second quarter 
to 11.5 percent in the third quarter of 2005. Schmitz noted 
that for the T-bill rates to increase either the risk of the 
projects must increase or the expected rate of return on 
investment has increased. \"Neither of these explanations 
seems to apply to Tanzania\'s situation 

Econoff. Schmitz said that she believed the increase in 
interest rates on T-bills reflected collusion or profiteering 
by a few big banks and added that 

very worrisome.\" 


Comment 

11. (C) Among the donor community and the GOT alike 
Tanzania\'s strong record of macro-economic management has 
become a well-known mantra. After all 

Senior Economist at the World Bank 

emerged from an election year with its key macro-economic 
indicators in-tact.\" However 

mantra regarding Tanzania\'s sound macro-economic record 
inevitably is reminded that inroads against poverty remain 
minimal despite healthy growth rates. With 80 percent of 
Tanzanians depending on agriculture for their livelinood 

lack of rains 

unaffordable) food prices 

of recent growth to micro-level gains. Despite a few 
percentage points here and there 

picture will emerge relatively unscathed from this year\'s 
drought. However 

reduce poverty (estimated between 8-10 percent by the World 
Bank) 

2010 will prove far more challenging. End Comment. 
RETZER 
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They said that whereas in the past 

talented graduates had gone abroad to the U.S. and Europe to 
study and work 

because of the high growth potential in the Chinese economy. 


Government Procurement 


Column 3 


6. (SBU) AmCham told the Director that corruption in the 
ruling Pan Green party makes it impossible for U.S. firms to 
compete for major construction projects. 


Transportation 


7. (SBU) AmCham\'s Transportation Committee reported that 
Taiwan\'s transportation industries remain highly regulated 
thus making Taiwan\'s cost structure high relative to its 
neighbors in the region. The committee cited an \"obsession\" 


with security regulations as one factor in the high cost 

structure. Airline representatives noted that foreign 

carriers continue to pull out of the Taiwan market 

Air New Zealand as the most recent example. One member noted 
that the a large number of aircraft purchased by China Air 

and EVA at considerable expense to serve expected 

cross-Straits routes have now been deployed on other regional 
routes. This has increased competition in the region and 

thus reduced fares and profitability for 

international carriers. 


Financial Reform 


8. (SBU) The AmCham Banking and Capital Markets Committees 
reported that Taiwan\'s Financial Supervisory Commission 
(FSC) 

deregulate TaiwanVs financial markets 

coordination within the government has made progress slow. 
They said that they have seen the FSC put forth a proposal 

only to have the MAC or the Ministry of Finance quickly 

overrule it. The Committees assess that Taiwan financial 
institutions cannot move forward and become regional 

financial centers in this environment. Further 

that Taiwan is losing ground to Japan 

the financial sector. Arguing that \"Taiwan is no longer 

relevant in the asset management business 

representative noted that V'my job here is to train people to 

work elsewhere in Asia and to train the local regulators. V' 

An insurance representative complained that the FSC Insurance 
Bureau is pressing all foreign insurance firms to list on the 
Taiwan Stock Exchange. 


DPP Anti Business? 


9. (SBU) Following the prepared reports described above; 
there was a general discussion among the AmCham members 


Column 3 

present about the policy environment in Taiwan. The majority 
of the comments were quite negative about the situation 

facing the business community in Taiwan. One general theme 
was that the business community believes that the government 
does not have a strong overarching economic policy. The 
clear implication was that under the KMT 

provided clear direction on implementing sound economic 
policies. AmCham sees this government as simply reacting to 
crises 

economic desires of the business community and needs of the 
larger population. In this regard 

evolved into a party uninterested in 

toward 


10. (C) Comment: Whether some of AmChamVs concerns over the 
management of cross-Strait trade and other issues are 

accurate is less important that that a clear dialogue with 

the Taiwan governing bodies be allowed to thrash through 

these topics. We have already urged Vice Premier Tsai and 

the Chairman of the Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) to reach 

out to AmCham on these subjects and will continue to serve as 

a bridge where possible. End Comment. 

YOUNG 
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of an 800-strong Roma community on the edge of the district. 
Local journalist for state-run Hungarian Television (MTV) 
Judit Klein confirmed to Poloffs that local issues were key 

to the electorate in Pecs 

local newspaper -- even while lamenting the little 
programming time available in her own medium for the same 
issues. However 

characterized the local electorate as largely indifferent to 
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politics. 


5. (SBU) The proposal to mount a NATO radar installation on 
Mt. Tubes 

worried about becoming a \"magnet\" for a future military 
attack -- but 

issue 

punctuated by spirited protests by a FIDESZ-friendly 
environmental group and supportive gestures by President 
Solyom 

Zengo. Pecs residents recall CroatiaVs shelling of 
settlements on its side of the nearby border during the 
Yugoslav wars.) 
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6. (U) The seams of coal and traces of low-grade 

uranium-laced sand that once fed Pecs\'s mining industry have 
been depleted 

(Along the way 

\"Uranium Town\" (Uranvaros).) Only in 1998 did Pecs manage to 
attract a significant foreign investor in the Finnish 
cellular-telephone manufacturer Elcoteq 

some 2 

his own mobile phone with locally-produced components. The 
Istvan Szechenyi Gymnasium and Technical School has developed 
a telecommunications program. After HUF 5 billion (USD 22.7 
million) in upgrades 

runway opened in March 

and a Milan connection expected shortly. All our contacts 
expressed hope that the airport would attract investors and 
tourists alike. The title of Europe\'s Cultural Capital for 

2010 may also prove to be a plus. Post also supports an 
American Corner in Pecs 

positive experiences with it. 


7. (SBU) Nonetheless 

the lack of a highway connection to Budapest or other 
European destinations. MSZPYs 2002 program promised the 
extension of the M6 highway past Dunaujvaros to Pecs 
through subsequent modifications 

abandoned. SZDSZ Deputy Mayor Istvan Horvath suggested it 
was merely \"a political matter\" decided in Budapest 

Mayor Toller was not at fault that the highway was not built. 
Another contact suggested that the highway could offer only 
limited returns 

region of Slavonia 

underdevelopment. Two recent 

have faced setbacks: fiscal responsibility for the new 
cardiac center was dumped on the university 

resources to cover the facility\'s debt; and the roof of a new 
expo center caved in 

ongoing investigation. The Szechenyi high schoolVs training 
programs include automotive electronics 

auto plant (conceivably 

where Volkswagen has a plant). Against this backdrop 
graduates from Pecs\'s university and secondary-education 
facilities cannot all find work locally (one 

recently-advertised job for a lawyer attracted 80 

applicants) 

As one contact pointed out 

also diminishing Hungary\'s overall population.) 
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8. (SBU) Local journalist Judit Klein told Emboffs that the 
Church\'s affinity for the right was clear. She used to 

attend the Catholic church in her parish 

put off by the priest\'s officious admonitions on whom to vote 
for. The Church has an especially strong position in Baranya 
County 

Church 

percent of locals attend mass regularly 

role that the local prelate and priesthood might play in the 
elections was therefore necessarily limited. Pava did 
suggest 

overstepped its bounds in the 2002 campaign 

to keep a lower profile this time. Father Balazs Garadnay of 
the local bishop\'s office eschewed the sort of overt 
politicking seen in at least one Gyor congregation 

\"Bless Viktor Orban\" flyers were distributed. Garadnay 
suggested that it was rather the political class that led 
passive locals by the nose (he pulled his nose forward to 
illustrate) 

said. He described the Church\'s smooth relations with local 
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government 

Indeed 

support for church-administered public services comes from 
the national budget. That said 

grant permits for Catholic Church events willingly.) 


9. (SBU) The \"Swabian\" (ethnic-German) community in the 
county\'s south is especially close to the Church 

Father Garadnay 

County 

where mass takes place in three languages: Hungarian 

and Romani. Klein told Poloffs that she found a strong sense 
of cohesion within the ethnic-German community 

herself is a member 

well-represented in the economy\'s more modern sectors 
including service industries. Pava also expressed admiration 
for the county\'s Germans for their industry and their 
adaptability; unemployment is not an issue among the Germans 
in southern Baranya 
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10. (SBU) Baranya County\'s Roma are less well-off 

are pockets of endemic 

settlements. As elsewhere 

education remain problems for local Roma. (Note: At the 
same time 

out to level the playing field for young Roma.) Politically 
however 

Hungarian Gypsy Organizations 

political party led by Orban Kolompar 

ballot in six of the county\'s seven individual 
constituencies. According to journalist Klein 

other parties openly courts Roma for fear of alienating 
non-Roma. She dismissed the Roma currently serving in 
Parliament as token figures 

community\'s interests and exploited as symbols by the major 
parties. For all that 

box 


11. (SBU) All of Pecs\'s three districts appear set to fall to 
MSZP 

them. Speaker Katalin Szili 

national popularity polls 

1994 

now running again. Hers is a safe seat (\"they love her 
said local journalist Judit Klein) 

she can be found in her home district. Stories in 
sympathetic news outlets cite the press of national business. 
SziliVs local popularity appears to less policy-based than 
personal 


12. (SBU) Pecs Mayor and MP Laszlo Toller (MSZP) 
reelection to Parliament from the townVs third district 

some national recognition. He supported Gyurcsany during the 
party\'s September 2004 search for a new PM. In the 2002 
mayoral race 

against 23 percent for his FIDESZ opponent. Moreover 
was selected Mayor of the Year this month by the mayors of 
towns with the status of counties 

reflects small-group politics rather than true popularity. 
Recent monthly polls by local 

Dunantuli Naplo found his personal popularity to be 
comparable to that of four other contenders for his job. 
Speaking with Poloffs 

unprepossessing figure who lacks the gift of gab 

popularity stemming mainly from his affiliation with MSZP -- 
and Pecs\'s status as a \"traditional\" MSZP stronghold. 
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Whatever the case 

having won his parliamentary seat in 1994 
(Note: In the 1998-2002 term 

caucus leader 

note in the legislature.) 


13. (SBU) As elsewhere in Hungary\'s provinces 

will predominate in Baranya County in April. Politically 

the county is divided between the MSZP stronghold of Pecs and 
the outlying regions 

candidates appear on district ballots. With a discrete 
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German minority and concentrations of Roma 

also more diverse than most of Hungary 

the two major minorities both participate vigorously. 
Speaker Katalin Szili and MP Laszlo Toller appear virtually 
uncontested 

reinvigorate itself. MSZP thus appears poised to win all 
three Pecs districts 

present more of a challenge. 


14. (U) Visit U.S. Embassy Budapest\'s classified website: 
www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/budapest/index.cfm 
REEKER 
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interested in more tangible information sharing 
terrorist look-out information. 


4. (SBU) At the same time 

anti-money laundering cooperation 

more significant with Singapore\'s decision to license 
casinos. It would be mutually beneficial to pool our 
knowledge of suspicious transactions 

DPM Jayakumar said Singapore worked closely with the 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and would be introducing 
legislation next month to tighten its money laundering 
controls. When DPM Jayakumar asked about concerns with 
Singapore\'s regulations 

secrecy laws and said it was important for Singapore to adopt 
a declaration system for cash couriers. 


Risk Management 
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5. (U) The Secretary noted that Singapore and the United 
States had similar approaches to balancing security with the 
efficient movement of people and goods. Information and 
technology were important to improve our ability to screen 
what Wwe have to worry about" Information sharing with our 
partners was also essential to understand the threats better. 
The Secretary told PM Lee that a main focus of his trip to 
Asia was container and port security. PM Lee said Singapore 
had a vested interest in high standards for container 

security. Asked if other countries in the region were 
cooperating 

we were seeking ways to give shippers incentives to collect 
more information 

our screening more effectively. 


Radical Islam and the Terrorist Threat 
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6. (SBU) Singapore wanted the United States to stay involved 
in Southeast Asia 

with the strength and staying power to get other countries to 
keep up the fight against terrorism. Singapore does not 
hesitate to encourage the United States on CT because \"it\'s 
in our own self-interest 


7. (SBU) In the long term 

could be won only by moderate Muslims 

Religious leaders had to be encouraged to teach the correct 
interpretation of the Koran. In Indonesia 

leader Abu Bakir Bashir indoctrinated many people who became 
terrorists. We \"must neuter these people." In the Middle 
East 

Goh 

It would be more effective to focus on economic development 
and education. The Secretary responded that it was not easy 
to implement democratic government 

with the rule of law helped create barriers to terrorism. SM 
Goh urged the United States to reach out more to moderate 
Muslims in the Middle East. The Secretary noted that the 
Rice-Chertoff Initiative was an important element in our 

effort to do that 

the Middle East to come to the United States. 


8. (SBU) We have inflicted significant damage to the top 
leadership of al-QaVida 
their operational abilities 
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affiliated or sympathetic to al-QaVida were also emerging. 
The ability of al-QaVida and other groups to launch large 
scale attacks has diminished 

multiplication of smaller scale attacks 

set of challenges 

concerned about the radicalization of Islam and the emergence 
of \"clear skin\" terrorists who had no prior links to 
terrorist organizations. This was more of a problem in 
Europe than the United States 

our security practices 

terrorists. 


After an Attack 


9. (SBU) In the case of SARS or the terrorist threat 
important to tell the public the bad news beforehand and even 
\"exaggerate a bit" to prepare them for the worst 

Lee. Then 

on how to deal with the problem. In London 

response by the authorities to the bombings last July was 
very good 

Minister said he was worried about the impact a terrorist 
attack would have on Singapore\'s multi-racial and 
multi-religious society and its 15 percent Muslim minority. 
The GOS was encouraging the development of a network of 
community leaders who could mitigate any religious or racial 
strife and mistrust that would occur. 


Iraq 


10. (SBU) The GOS leaders expressed their support for U.S. 
efforts in Iraq. The Secretary said the President was 

resolute that we would achieve a successful outcome: a stable 
and secure Iraq. The majority of people in Iraq wanted a 
democratic and peaceful society despite the violent attacks 

by a minority. If we fail 


Regional Developments 


11. (SBU) Turning to the terrorist threat in Southeast Asia 
DPM Jayakumar said Singapore was confident of Malaysia\'s 
ability to control the problem. Indonesia had been in denial 
mode for several years 

direction. The GOI was politically committed to doing more 
on CT 

of terrorists. The GOS attributed the violence in southern 
Thailand to local grievances against Bangkok. It was not a 
jihadist problem 
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deteriorate 

Jayakumar. The Philippines government was not strong and the 
leadership was too wrapped up in its own problems to focus on 
the terrorist threat. 


12. (SBU) In Indonesia and Malaysia 

an Islamic state existed 

becoming more religious and conservative. Another worrying 
development was the injection of religion into the political 
debate during the last general election in Malaysia. Asked 

if religious radicals could intimidate the governments of 
Singapore\'s neighbors 

The Indonesian Armed Forces (ΤΝΙ) was a secular force that 
would not allow that and the Malaysian government was alert 
to the activity of radicals. 


13. (U) The Secretary\'s party has cleared this message. 
HERBOLD 
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numbers which have some members of the current government 
coalition feeling pessimistic. END NOTE). 


4. (SBU) As for financing 

Ministry of Defense received assurances that it would have 
the funding necessary for NATO accession 

the same assurances that the government will secure and 
safeguard its funding during the coming years 

regarding TIP 


PADO: EXTREMISTS BECOMING MORE RADICAL 


5. (SBU) In response to the Ambassadors description of 
several first-hand experiences that he and members of the 
Embassy staff have had with extremist elements 
understanding of our concerns that the problem of extremism 
appears to be more prevalent. In the past year 

there has been a \"radicalization\" of right-wing extremists 
and an increasing \"conspiracy\" between different groups. 
Like TIP 

three or four years ago 

perceive the topic in a different way. They have also 
noted a broadening of the focus of hate groups from 
religious and ethnic intolerance towards \"alternative 
youth!" (i.e. punks 
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6. (SBU) Pado highlighted the existence of a Department 
against Racism and Extremism within the Police corps 
mainly focuses on Roma issues. Police working with Roma 
communities have received extensive training 

this alone is not sufficient. The President of the Police 

ice 

corps issued a command in 2005 to eliminate extremism 
and has tried to do so through both preventative and 
\"repressive\" tactics. Response has been varied 

citizens who are not members of the groups are sympathetic 
to their views. In spite of this 

have been \"hit to the core\" by Police actions. Still 

is aware that many challenges are ahead. Personally 

does not think that repressive approaches are the best. 
While acknowledging that it\'s not a panacea 

that the government should use both educational and 
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informative campaigns as well as repressive tactics. 
(COMMENT: DCM also raised this issue with SDKU whip 
Milan Hort. Hort echoed Pados sentiment 

several other MPs we have approached was surprised when 
we said that we did not yet perceive significant government 
educational and public outreach efforts. END COMMENT) 


POSPOLITOST DOWN 


7. (SBU) Pado warned that the abolishment of Slovak 
extreme nationalist group Slovenska Pospolitost (ref B) 
whose political party registration was revoked by the 
Supreme Court 

away or change their thinking. He said Pospolitost 
members are now joining other groups 

continues to monitor them. 


VALLEE 
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lower house lawmaker Hisayasu Nagata in mid-February accused 
Liberal Democratic Party Secretary General Tsutomu Takebe\'s 
son of having accepted 30 million yen from the disgraced and 
jailed former chairman of Livedoor 

evidence 

Horie ordering the money transfer. The e-mail 

out to be a fake 
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momentum in the Diet. For the last several weeks 

has been on the defensive in Diet meetings and in the media. 
Even before the resignation announcement 

we spoke with was pessimistic and resigned to the criticism 
from the ruling coalition and media. One DPJ staffer 
speaking frankly 

could have been avoided had Nagata voluntarily agreed to give 
up his Diet seat. Instead 

suspended him from the party for six months; a Diet 
disciplinary hearing is ongoing. Nagata 

reports 


4. (SBU) Adding to the pressure on Maehara are widely 
circulated rumors that party funds were used to pay for the 
fake e-mail. Shukan Shincho 

March 30 that Nagata paid one million yen for the e-mail from 
DPJ funds. The report also said that the money involved 
could have been higher. Up to 4 million yen may have been 
drawn from party funds for transactions with the creator of 
the phony e-mail 


5. (SBU) Maehara\'s poor showing leaves younger candidates at 
a distinct disadvantage. One Embassy contact suggested that 
the party will seek someone with a \"solid track record" like 
Ichiro Ozawa or Kozo Watanabe to make up for the \"amateurish\" 
party performance over the e-mail issue. Vice Speaker of the 
Lower House Takahiro Yokomichi also told us in late February 

-- soon after the e-mail scandal broke out -- that Maehara\'s 
performance has discredited the idea that the younger 
generation is ready to lead. Yokomichi predicted that the 

DPJ would opt for a more experienced politician to succeed 
Maehara. DPJ staffers remained tight-lipped about possible 
successors to Maehara. The pool of candidates includes Naoto 
Kan 

and Kan seem to be frontrunners. 


Selection Process 


6. (SBU) One party staffer anticipated that the DPJ would 
opt for a limited selection process 

Diet members choose their next leader. A full-blown election 
-- one in which local party chapters cast votes for the next 
party president -- would take too long 

explained. The winner would then finish the rest of 
Maehara\'s term 

staffer was confident that the DPJ would want 

to avoid creating a vacuum during the ongoing Diet session. 


Column 3 

Leaving the party leaderless for too long is often seen as 
\"irresponsible\" and would leave the DPJ open to further 
criticism. 


7. (SBU) An Ozawa-Kan race will highlight the right-left 
split in the DPJ. Maehara barely squeezed by Kan 

of the DPJVs left 

poll 

DONOVAN 
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the HIV/AIDS pandemic as a national challenge to productivity 
and economic growth 

and the private business as the only way in which the disease 
can be brought under control. 


5. She went on to criticize the exclusion of Lesotho from debt 
forgiveness 

in a better position for future programs of forgiveness. Note. 
Lesotho 

terms from both the IMF and the World Bank 

the debt forgiveness program for HIPC countries. Both the Prime 
Minister and the Minister of Finance have expressed dismay at 
the lending institutions\' \"perverse incentives that punish those 
who manage their economic affairs prudently and pay their debts 
on time". (2006/7 Budget Speech) 

Central Bank has remarked that Lesotho\'s non-HIPC status shows 
it manages its fiscal affairs well and makes the country 
potentially more attractive to investment. End Note. 


6. Mrs. Moteane congratulated the government on the 
interventions it had undertaken to retain and strengthen the 
textile industry 

exchange earnings. She called on government to put in place 
mechanisms that would ensure that the gains which had been 
extended through zero-rating in the manufacturing sector were 
ploughed back into the economy. Note. The GOL has this year 
instituted a zero per cent company tax rate on income generated 
from exporting manufactured goods outside the Southern Africa 
Customs Union 

and Lesotho). The move specifically benefits the textile 

sector 

African Growth and Opportunity Act 

called on the government to entrench the textile industry by 
using its influence to establish linkages between outside 
investors in the textile industry to effect transfer of skills 

to local business community. 


7. Moteane touched on other topics. Regarding financial crime 
she suggested that the Ministry of Finance establish a focal 
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point where the public could volunteer information on corrupt 
practices they have observed. Antiquated licensing laws should 
be revisited urgently because they serve as a barrier for 
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private sector development 
can operate a business from home to nevertheless have a business 
address. 


8. Questions from other attendees centered around government\'s 
inability to regulate the private sector 

money lenders who charge exorbitant interest rates; a taxi 

industry that did not respect traffic rules 

management; and the mushrooming of businesses in residential 
areas. 


9. The Minister was receptive to the participants comments 
but also suggested how the private sector could be more 
effective partners with the government in spurring economic 
development. 


-- Agreeing that he could meet with stakeholder groups at least 
twice a year to discuss the next years budget priorities 
Minister Thahane urged the private sector to form interest 
groups that could make well-researched presentations to the 
Ministry of Finance ahead of the budget process. He 

pointed out that the budget process is a collaborative one 

that more specific room for private sector activity could be 
better elaborated at ministry level. 


-- The banking sector should devise service products that 

could steer the public away from loan sharks. The Governor of 
the Central Bank had been ordered to work together with informal 
money lenders and investment vehicles to ensure that they 
complied with the law. Enforcement of regulations 

admitted 


-- Observing that the South African border towns around Lesotho 
were thriving as a result of Basotho customers 

considering incentive schemes that would attract popular South 
African chain stores to open branches in Lesotho. 


-- Government service provision to the private sector was 
slow 
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businessperson. Public servants need to be re-oriented to 
adopt a more facilitative corporate culture to their service 
delivery. The local private sector could assist in this. 


-- During the Prime Minister\'s trip to China in December last 
year 

investors that would facilitate the transfer of skills to 

Basotho. They had also requested lines of credit that would 
enable Lesotho investors to import machinery 

Chinese interest in the telecom 

sectors. He asked private sector players to let his ministry 
know their particular interests so that he could introduce 
business people to relevant investors when they visit the 
country. 


10. COMMENT: 

Minister Thahane 

States 

position because of his long experience in development issues. 
His technocratic approach and support for transparent and 
consultative processes 

is appropriate to finance and economic issues 

trying to energize Lesotho\'s private sector. Having also 
worked as Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of South Africa 
Thahane has contacts with South African investors who could 
assist in Lesotho\'s development. The group he met with included 
players from varied political backgrounds and retired civil 
servants now turned businesspeople. Thahane\'s willingness to 
lend an ear to dialogue with private business may build 

support for him as he strives to reach the objectives of 

improved government effectiveness and economic growth 
highlighted in his budget speech. END COMMENT. 

PERRY 
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on the East China Sea energy talks. On March 27 

Upper House Councillor and MOFA Parliamentary Vice Minister 
Kiyohiko Toyama told Embassy Tokyo political officer that 
decisions on yen loans are normally made before the end of 
the fiscal year 

program for the current fiscal year had been delayed for 
political reasons. 


3. (C) Toyama said that in accord with a request from 
Beijing 

the amount of yen 85.9 billion (roughly USD 746 million) 
(amount is net after repayments received on previous years\' 
loans). That proposed yen loan amount was the same as that 
provided in FY 2004. However 

February a heated political discussion ensued within the LDP 
over the size of the FY 2005 proposal. LDP hard-liners 
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argued that yen 85.9 billion was too much in view of Japan\'s 
deteriorating relationship with China. Others argued that 
Chinese political leaders and members of the public who were 
familiar with the yen loan program recognized Japan\'s 
generosity and that it should continue until the 2008 
Olympics 

program. Eventually 

amount of FY 2005 by some yen 5 billion to yen 10 billion. 
But because of the political debate 

to postpone the matter until lawmakers felt more comfortable 
giving new yen loans to China. 


4. (C) Ina separate meeting March 30 

Bureau Policy Coordination Division Deputy Director Noriake 
Abe told the embassy that MOFAVs consultations with Diet 
members from February had convinced the ministry that the 
program would not have been approved by the appropriate LDP 
Diet committee -- an informal 

before cabinet approval. Consequently 

approval of the FY 2005 program. Abe noted that anti-Chinese 
sentiment in Japan had become such an emotional issue that it 
was difficult to say when the FY 2005 program might be 
presented to the Diet. Since the decision on suspending the 
process was politically motivated 

likely take a positive step by the PRC to get the process 

back on track. Unfortunately 

good news in Japan-China political relations for quite some 
time. New flexibility by China in the East China Sea gas 

drilling talks would be one such step 


Ruling-Coalition-Partner Komeito Party Reaction 


5. (C) The Komeito Party\'s Toyama told us that Party 
President Kanzaki was quite unhappy with the postponement 
decision. Kanzaki 
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has asked Komeito Policy Research Council Chairman Yoshihisa 
to discuss the matter with his LDP counterpart 

Nakagawa 

however 

political difficulties for Japan-China relations 

Komeito Diet members supported continuing the yen loan 
program at last years rate. In past years 

Komeito Diet members would have supported a generous program 
reflecting the party\'s amicable contact with the Chinese 
Communist Party and strong desire for improved relations 
between the two countries. This year 
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Diet members opposed the MOFA plan 

liners that China did not deserve such generous treatment 
Toyama confided. Nonetheless 

General Fuyushiba reportedly strongly protested the 
postponement on the FY 2005 program to MOFA Economic 
Cooperation Bureau DG Sato. 


Grant Aid Program Continues 


6. (SBU) Although the decision on new yen loans has been 
delayed 

Division Director Wada informed AID Counselor that USD 
373 

still being provided to China. The MOFA grant assistance to 
China has two primary foci: global issues 

environmental (e.g. 

emerging health concerns (e.g. 

HIV/AIDS) 

Japanese/Chinese language exchanges 

programs.) Grant assistance totals USD 50 

2005. MOFA technical cooperation in FY 2005 totals USD 
322 

global issues assistance and cultural assistance 

additional areas of focus: economic structural reform (e.g. 
assistance with intellectual property rights 

social welfare) 

assistance in health care 

DONOVAN 
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security interests but also to maps finer than a 
1:200 

prisoners 

identity of shareholders in private companies 

audits of state owned companies 

to state archives. On one level 

corruption by handing bureaucrats the power to levy 
fines on (i.e. 

and businesses without having to share with the victim 
the text of the law or regulation allegedly violated. 
On another level 

and convict people whose views or activities were 
considered by the government 

ministers 

interests. Three persons 

Vrevealing state secrets 

months; their stories are now coming to light and 
provide insights into how the Law has been abused. One 
was a lawyer who had gone to the media with his 
clientVs allegations of torture and coercion to testify 


Column 3 

falsely; another was his client 

by Mongolian intelligence agents from France; and the 
third 

angered then Justice Minister (and current Speaker) 
Nyamdorj by allegedly leaking material that proved the 
minister was a \"spy for China.\" Their experiences with 
the legal and prison systems also serve to confirm the 
conclusions of the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture\'s 
visit to Mongolian in June 2005 and of the soon-to-be- 
released report by the Mongolian National Human Rights 
Commission (septel) that lack of due process 

and poor prison conditions continue to be human rights 
concerns. END SUMMARY AND COMMENT. 


State Secrets Law: Nothing Escapes 


2. (U) In December 2004 

Sergey Radchenko wrote 

impeded in Mongolia by the existing legislation on 

state secrets (the April 1995 Law on State Secrets and 
the January 2004 List of State Secrets)which in sum set 
up such far reaching restrictions on access to 
government records in Mongolia as to make it possible 
for virtually anything to be classified as \'secret\' and 
hidden from the public view for an indefinite period. 
Existing restrictions contradict the spirit of the 

Mongolian government\'s commitment to openness. 
Unnecessary secrecy breeds irresponsibility on the part 
of government officials. The lack of transparency 

leads to corruption. Failure to open up past 
government records speaks to the unwillingness of the 
Mongolian government to face up to the former 
policies." Radchenko compared the law\'s provisions to 
state secrets legislation in twelve ex-Soviet Union 
countries 

restrictive. (Comment and Note: Both laws were passed 
by parliaments dominated at the time by the former 
communist Mongolian Peoples Revolutionary Party (MPRP). 
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Radchenko was at the time of his study a visiting 
faculty member at the National University of Mongolia; 
he is currently a visiting professor of history at 
Pittsburgh State University.) 


3. (U) An August 2005 \"Assessment of Corruption in 
Mongolia\" funded by USAID and endorsed by the 
Ambassador 
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the environment for fighting corruption in Mongolia are 
the lack of transparency surrounding nearly all 
government activities and the near absence of the 
public in substantive policy discussions and oversight 
of government. ... Archaic secrecy laws still inhibit 
and curtail implementation of laws that guarantee 
freedom of speech 

remain fearful of information and 

comply with citizens 

organizations\' requests for information. ... There is 
no easy access to government documents. Simple 
records 

Vsecret 

operation." 


Case Histories of Abuse of the State Secrets Law 
Lack of Due Process 


4. Three men were convicted in 2003-2004 under Article 
87 of the Criminal Code 

years imprisonment for someone who reveals state 
secrets entrusted to them by virtue of their job. The 


SIPDIS 

first man was General J. Baatar 

Intelligence Agency (GIA) during the Democratic 
Coalition government period in the late 1990s. 
Sentenced to seven years of \"strict imprisonment\" in 
January 2004 for revealing state secrets 

given a presidential pardon just before Mongolian New 
Years holiday in late January 2006. He is now reported 
to be in the Mongolian countryside. He has said that 
since his release 

treatment to international human rights organizations. 


5. (U) Baatar was convicted of providing a 
confidential GIA dossier to L. Gundalai 


SIPDIS 

four non-MPRP members of parliament between 2000-2004. 
On May 19 

which he announced that he had \"Top Secret" material 
provided by an unknown man 

Justice and Home Affairs Minister (and Speaker since 
July 2005) Nyamdorj was a spy for the Chinese. 
Gundalai himself was subsequently investigated by the 
GIA and police for revealing state secrets. In January 
2004 

State Prosecutor to waive MP Gundalai\'s immunity from 
prosecution 
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the investigation (ref b). Gundalai was re-elected to 
parliament in June 2004 and remains immune from 
prosecution. (Comment: To our knowledge 

been no further attempt to pursue the case against him. 
Gundalai became the minister of health in the new MPRP- 
led government in January 2006. End comment.) 


6. (U) Ina newspaper interview published March 1 
2006 

former subordinate he knew well -- broke into his house 
the day after Gundalai\'s May 2003 press conference and 
forcibly arrested him. After five days in prison 

judge freed him because there had been no arrest 
warrant. Baatar told the newspaper he had decided to 
flee his apartment in the middle of the night soon 
thereafter because he feared for his life. On 
September 5 

in the apartment of a son-in-law of former president 
Ochirbat. Until he was taken to trial in January 2004 
Baatar states he was kept in Tov Aimag prison in a 
lightless 

water. During that time 
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3-5 minutes. He was given two cupfuls of water a day. 
The food was inedible bread and soup made from horse 
offal. Conditions improved briefly during visits to 

him by a member of the National Human Rights 
Commission 

he states. Any criticisms about conditions made to the 
commissioner resulted in beatings and additional 
pressure. The former GIA head said he was allowed 
almost no contact with his lawyer. Baatar told the 
newspaper he was 165-176 pounds when he entered Tov 
Aimag prison 

a closed trial in the Gants Hudag detention facility 

near Ulaanbaatar 

prison to serve his sentence. He shared a cell with a 
dozen other prisoners. Among other problems 

the cell were given bathroom breaks lasting 30 seconds 
to a minute 


Jailed: A Lawyer and His Client 

7. In June 2005 

Manfred Nowak 

the National Human Rights Commission. The excerpt 
below from Nowak\'s December 2005 report describes the 
cases of two men 
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were convicted in November 2004 of revealing state 
secrets. In August 2005 


SIPDIS 

by Amnesty International as a prisoner of conscience) 
was released from prison in accordance with standard 
procedures for paroling prisoners who have served half 
their sentences. In February 2006 

released because of ill health 

in an Ulaanbaatar hospital. 


Begin excerpt from the Special Rapporteur\'s report: 


\"On about 15 May 2003 

asylum in France at the time 

the General Intelligence Agency (GIA) of Mongolia 
outside a restaurant in Paris 

French border in a Mongolian embassy vehicle to 
Brussels 

He was held at the embassy for one night and was 
tortured by Mongolian agents before he was drugged and 
boarded in a wheelchair onto a Mongolian MIAT flight to 
Ulaanbaatar on 18 May. His entry into Ulaanbaatar was 
not registered by the border police and he was taken to 

a secret location outside the capital. He was tortured 
unsuccessfully 

known politician Zorig Sanjasuuren 

of Infrastructure and a recognized champion of the 
democracy movement (Embassy note: Zorig was murdered in 
1998; the case remains unsolved). On 24 May he was 
registered as a GIA informant and his entry into 

Mongolia was subsequently registered by the police as 
25 May. 


During his torture 

things 

the liver with a pistol 

executions. In June 2003 

58-year-old lawyer 

the course of his representation 

Sanjaasuren videotaped a 36-minute interview of Enkhbat 
Damiran describing the details of his abduction and 
torture by the GIA. On 27 September 

Mongolian television station 


This led to criminal charges against Lodoisambuu 
Sanjaasuren 

Damiran under article 87(1) of the Criminal Code for 
revealing State secrets. In November 2004 

Sanjaasuren was sentenced to 18 months\' imprisonment 
and served his sentence in Prison No. 421 (Amgalan) 
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ordinary regime facility. The Special Rapporteur 
visited him in the medical ward on 7 June 2005 
he was under doctors care for a serious heart 
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condition. He alleged that he did not receive 
specialist medical care and the necessary medication 
for his condition. 


On 8 June 2005 

Damiran 

(Zuunkharaa) 

a three-year sentence for having revealed State 
secrets. The murder charges had been dropped as they 


SIPDIS 

obviously had been fabricated. At the time of the 
visit 

doctor. lt was apparent that he was in very poor 
health 

cirrhosis and bleeding in his urine 

things 

treatment 

he has been sent to the Zaisan Prison Hospital 
receives only cursory treatment there and is repeatedly 
sent back to Prison No. 413 despite his deteriorating 
health." 


End excerpt from Special Rapporteur\'s report 


8. (SBU) When the case hit the local press decrying 
the violation of human rights and international law 
Mongolian authorities publicly claimed that the arrest 
had been conducted with the permission of local law 
enforcement and INTERPOL 

rights standards were broken. According to French and 
German authorities 

without notifying or obtaining permission from local 
authorities. In fact 

Germany lodged formal protests with the Mongolian 
Government 

Mongolian ambassador. Mongolia eventually recalled its 
third secretary from Paris and its ambassador 
(Terbishdagvaa 

from Berlin (ref c). This incident contributed to the 
European Union\'s concerted pressure on Mongolia 
following the conviction of Enkhbat\'s lawyer on State 
Secrets Act charges. In late 2004 
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SIPDIS 

twice expressed concern to former Prime Minister 
Elbegdorj about Sanjaasuren\'s conviction 

a promise to look into the case without further 

response. The head of Mongolia\'s National Human Rights 
Commission told Poloff in February 2006 that it had 

twice formally raised Sanjaasuren\'s case with the 
government 


9. (SBU) Poloff met with Sanjaasuren on March 28. The 
60-year old lawyer noted that he had joined Mongolia\'s 
intelligence service in 1966; the oath of secrecy he 

had signed then had twice been used against him in 

court on State Secrets Act cases 

1989 

Justice 

mounted on the Communist government (Sanjaasuren said 
that his reformist inclinations were well known 

that \"Communist\" elements used the public pressure to 
maneuver him out). In 1993 

work for GIA. He told Poloff that superiors ignored 

his information about corruption by senior officials in 

the MPRP government. In December 1993 

first of several press conferences publicly airing the 
charges and naming names. He was convicted under the 
State Secrets Act in May 1994 and sentenced to three 
years imprisonment 

days. During the Democratic Coalition government from 
1996-2000 

and worked to bring about improvements in the dire 
conditions. (Comment: Despite the sub-standard 
conditions in prisons 

observers with implementing significant improvements 
over the even worse situation that prevailed when he 

took charge.) After the MPRP regained power in 2000 
Sanjaasuren said he was dismissed by \"the communists.\" 
He then became a criminal defense attorney. 
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10. (SBU) Sanjaasuren told Poloff he was permitted to 
meet with Enkhbat only three times 

minute tape of Enkhbat\'s allegations of torture and 
coercion to testify falsely during one of the visits. 

In July 2003 

media about Enkhbat\'s claims 

existence of the tape. He said he made multiple copies 
of the videotape and sent them to then Prime Minister 
Enkhbayar 
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Nyamdorj 

and Civil Will MP 5. Oyun (Zorig\'s sister). One month 
later 

he paid TV 25 $450 to air the tape; Sanjaasuren wryly 
noted that this used up almost all of the $500 retainer 
Enkhbat had paid him. After airing the allegations 
Sanjaasuren said 

his travel was restricted. In September 2004 (note: as 
the Coalition government was being formed) 

was transferred to the prosecutor\'s office. In 
November 2004 

and Enkhbat was held in Gants Hudag detention center. 
Sanjaasuren 

said the charges were confusing and contradictory -- 
and were premised on Enkhbat\'s alleged enrollment as a 
GIA agent in May 2003 

allegations an offense under Article 87 of the Criminal 
Code. Sanjaasuren told Poloff the trial seemed pre- 
scripted 

before the trial that he would be sentenced to three 
years imprisonment 


11. (SBU) Echoing statements he made in a March 2006 
press interview 

from France to an MPRP effort to link then Democratic 
Party head M. Enkhsaikhan to Zorig\'s murder in advance 
of the 2004 elections. Enkhbat\'s claim is that the GIA 
tried to get him to testify falsely that he had been 

ordered to murder Zorig by a DP-linked businessman who 
is a childhood friend of Enkhsaikhan. (Comment: As it 
turned out 

with the outcry over criminal libel cases brought by 

then Justice Minister Nyamdorj against Gundalai and 
another prominent DP politician (ref b) 

energize opposition voters 

suffered sharp losses in the June 2004 parliamentary 
elections.) 


12. (SBU) Asked about his imprisonment 

said he had benefited from the esteem with which both 
guards and prisoners held him in 

had implemented during his time as head of the prison 
administration. Sanjaasuren said he had not had to 
share a cell 

meals using food sent by his family. He was not beaten 
or otherwise abused 

inadequate. Since his release in August 2005 
Sanjaasuren said he had been unable to find work; he is 
no longer legally able to work as a lawyer. Companies 
he has approached have shied away from him due to his 
past. However 
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previously as a consultant by a Mongolian filmmaker who 
plans a film on Chinggis Khan. Sanjaasuren said he 
believes at least three of his children have suffered 
because of his case 

guard and was transferred to a remote prison 

another son who is a bank official who was accused of 
failure to cooperate with police in a bank fraud case 

and was arrested for two days in early March and 
beaten. 


What the Embassy Has Done and Will Do 


13. (SBU) The Embassy has long called publicly and 
privately for reform of the State Secrets Act 
step in ensuring transparency in Mongolian governance. 
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Along with other donors 

issue during the GOM-External Partners \"technical 
meeting\" in early March (ref c). Amendment of the 
State Secrets Act figures prominently in our lobbying 
package prepared for the forthcoming session of the 
State Great Hural 

actions that the government and parliament should take 
in order to demonstrate their commitment to fighting 
corruption. We have also urged new legislation to 
create a Freedom of Information Act regime and the 
repeal of the criminal libel offense 

intimidate 

other government critics (2004 and 2005 State 
Department Country Report on Human Rights Practices in 
Mongolia). All these reforms also figured prominently 
in the anti-corruption action plan initiated by former 
PM Elbegdorj. It remains to be seen if the new 
government will follow through. Post intends to 
continue to encourage democratic reform 

with the government and working with civil society. In 
this regard 

from our Democracy Small Grants fund) from civil 
society for projects to call public attention to the 

need 

Secrets Law. 
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this method. 


4. (C) Barzani said both the KDP and PUK could veto committee 
nominees. The March 30 meeting would set deadlines for party 
nominations. He and KRG Deputy PM-elect Omar Fattah (PUK) would 
have the final say on nominations. 


MERGING MINISTRIES 


5. (C) Justice Ministries. Barzani said matching ministries 
would also form committees to iron out statutory/regulatory 
differences between the two KRG\'s over KRG-Sulaymaniyah 
regulations predating the Kurdistan National Assembly. The two 
KRGVs felt so strongly about this that they had already worked 

on two such bills: the foreign investment law and the 
anti-terrorism law. Barzani said the KRG-S Justice Minister had 
admitted that some of his judges were not qualified. Barzani 

said they would remove these political appointees to improve the 
judiciary. This was why the KDP and PUK had agreed it would 
take longer to merge the justice ministries. (COMMENT: Some 
smaller parties have complained about the anti-terrorism bill. 

The KRG-E requires 10 years of legal experience for appointment 
to the bench; the KRG-S requires 8-9. The KDP\'s stance may be 
more a matter of forcing out PUK appointees. Judges must bow to 
political pressures in both KRG judicial systems 

technically well qualified. Ref C. END COMMENT.) 


6. (C) Asayish. Barzani said the two Asayish (internal 

security forces) would be the most difficult forces to merge. 

The KRG planned to create initially a new 500-man force under a 
unified command and then expand it. He said merging the two 
Peshmerga (regional defense forces) was easier since they stayed 
in units 

and could be retired to the \"Forest Peshmerga.\" (NOTE: His own 
minister told RC(A) less than 3 hours earlier (septel) that 
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there were no plans to merge Peshmerga. END NOTE.) Barzani 
said they would reduce the number of Peshmerga. They would 
retire Asayish with good salaries or transfer them to public 
service ministries. Because they had no prospects for private 
sector work 

payroll. 


7. (C) Finance. Barzani said merging the finance ministries 
faced two major hurdles: equalizing government salaries and 
creating a joint capital budget. Despite the public deadline 
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he did not expect them to finish a joint capital budget even by 
the 2006 fiscal/calendar year. 

ORESTE 
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protect.\" Singapore -- as a major regional consolidation and 
transhipment port -- could actually increase its competitive 
advantage over other ports by fully implementing a tighter 
security system 

the contents of transhipped containers 

radiological and other hazardous materials and methods to 
prevent tampering with cargo through the entire supply chain. 
Shippers and ports that implement such systems could enjoy 
expedited treatment for the goods they send to the United 
States 

United States wants to cooperate with Singapore in developing 
the technological means to improve security while 

facilitating trade 

the Secretary hoped Singapore would push to expand the 
Megaports program 

Secretary and Minister Wong also signed a letter of intent to 


SIPDIS 
expand cooperation in security-related science and 
technology. 


Law Enforcement Cooperation 


4. (C) Secretary Chertoff pressed Wong on the need to 
conclude a bilateral Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT) 
which would facilitate the sharing of evidence and testimony 
between law enforcement agencies in both countries. Wong took 
the point 

Minister also discussed a number of other cooperative 
ventures to fight crime and terrorism. The Secretary proposed 
a test exchange of lookout-list data from each country 
respective law enforcement agencies could use to screen 
travelers. (Note: as called for in Homeland Security 
Presidential Directive 6. End note.) Wong agreed to have 
technical experts from both countries discuss this. 


5. (SBU) Wong noted that Singapore would be publicly rolling 
out on March 31 its first biometric passport 

give to government-linked frequent travelers in a trial 

period. This was excellent progress 

Chertoff 

in passports was a necessary next step. The United States 
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hoped to work with Singapore to develop this capability. Wong 
agreed this was a good idea 

bigger organization 

and common standards and protocols. When the Secretary noted 
that starting a project with a bigger group was always more 
complicated 

undertake initial work with a country like Australia 

whom Singapore already was working to improve sharing of lost 
and stolen passport information. 


Counterterorrism Cooperation 


6. (C) Security agencies here and in the region have 
disrupted the JI structure and leadership but isolated JI 
elements remain active and new splinter groups have popped 
up 

and Jl organizations 

have detained some 300 JI members throughout Southeast Asia 
Wong cautioned that al-QaVida-style radical ideology still 
resonates among some Muslim populations in the region. In 
addition to CT operations against individual terrorists 
governments now must step up efforts to counter this 
ideology 

teaching \"correct\" religious understanding. Operations 
against individual terrorists without countering the 
surrounding environment of radical ideology is \"just catching 
ants 


7. (C) Secretary Chertoff agreed that broad ideological work 
to counter extremism was necessary and hoped the United 
States could tap Singapore\'s insights on this. Singapore has 
been studying 

radicalized and capable of undertaking terrorist acts. Since 
April 2004 

Singapore\'s nearly 40 terrorist detainees and had found that 
their extremely weak and faulty understandings of Islam had 
made them succeptible to persuasion and recruiting by 
extremists. 


8. (C) Singapore had purposefully taken a \"soft approach\" 
with its detainees 

psychological and religious counseling 

families and holding out the hope of rehabilitation and a 
return to society. It is \"difficult to assess the success of 
this program 

local Muslim community and \"steeling\" it against the 
government had compelled this tack. In this context 
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raised Singapore\'s concerns with the handling of the video 
testimony from Singapore detainee Faiz Bafana 

prosecutors used in the Moussaoui trial. Faiz Bafana 
according to Wong 

guaranteed to him they would only use the testimony in closed 
court. It had appeared in open court and his family in 
Singapore now were concerned for their safety (note: because 
of potential reprisals). This incident had made Faiz 

reluctant to cooperate further with U.S. officials 

Wong. Secretary Chertoff countered that he was very familiar 
with the Moussaoui case and could confirm that U.S. officials 
would not have made such guarantees. Wong cited the instance 
\"not as a complaint 

establish mechanisms to avoid future misunderstandings. 


9. (C) Wong and his staff provided synopses of the situations 
in 

countries. Key countries of concern are Indonesia and the 
Philippines. 


-- Indonesia: CT cooperation with Indonesia was improving 
with the GOS (among others) providing CT training to the 
Indonesian police. The country 

important operating environment for terrorists. Indonesia 
had arrested some 200 Jl members 

short detentions and no rehabilitation. Indonesia still 
harbors a ready pool of bombers and accomplices 

staff 

pressures 

of the GOIVs CT efforts. 


-- Philippines: Singapore finds CT cooperation with the 
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Philippines frustrating because of overlapping and 
uncoordinated government agencies and the tendency of 
sensitive CT intelligence to quickly find its way into the 

press. Mindanao remains a serious concern; trained foreign 
operatives work side-by-side with local terrorists. The Abu 
Sayyaf Group had shown a \"marked increase in capabilities 

and close association is clear between Abu Sayyaf 

the Moro Independence Liberation Front and the Rajah Solaiman 
Movement. 


-- Malaysia: Singapore and Malaysian intelligence and law 
enforcement agencies cooperate well 

handle on terrorism 

Singapore is concerned that problems and people can spill 
into Malaysia from southern Thailand and that 
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Malaysian radicals could go to southern Thailand to foment 
trouble. 


-- Thailand: CT training and intelligence exchanges continue 
between Singapore and Thailand 

satisifed with the Thai government\'s handling of the 
situation in the south: the local population\'s attitudes 
toward the government are hardening and the \"militants are 
becoming more sophisticated.\" If this situation is not 
resolved 

an international problem. 


10. (U) The Secretary\'s party has cleared this message. 
HERBOLD 
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failed to reflect the reality in Vietnam.\" The 

national Voice of Vietnam Radio and Vietnam Television 
merely repeated formal remarks made by the Vietnamese 
Foreign Ministry\'s spokesperson 

between the two countries \"resulted in different views 
and approaches towards human rights.\" Unlike last 

year 

formal protest. End Summary. 


2. (SBU) An editorial entitled \"Distorted and 
Groundless Statements\" published in Nhan Dan (\"People\") 
Newspaper asserted that the report released on March 8 
is just a rehash of old material 

slander that already existed in the previous reports\" 

and faulted the drafters for ignoring the reality in 
Vietnam. The newspaper claimed that the Communist 
Party and the State always respect the political rights 

of its citizens and seeks to create favorable 

conditions for them to express their points of view and 
practice their religions. The piece also quoted former 
U.S. Ambassador Pete Peterson as saying that 
comparison with ten years ago 

made important progress year by year.\" 


3. (SBU) An editorial entitled \"Inept Echoes!" published 
in Quan Doi Nhan Dan (People\'s Army) Newspaper said 
that the 2005 Report has \"failed to overcome prejudices 
in its assessment of the human rights situation in the 
country." It went on to say that the 2005 report V'only 
reflects the viewpoint of factions that take advantage 

of sensitive issues 

and freedom of belief and religion 

internal issues of other countries." It said that the 

report represented the prejudiced views of a minority 
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of people unable to overcome the past and intent on 
hindering the stabilization process of U.S.-Vietnam 
relations. 


4. (SBU) Voice of Vietnam radio and Vietnam Television 
both covered a formal announcement made by Vietnamese 
Foreign Ministry Spokesman 

claimed that differences in political systems 

of development 

result in different views and approaches towards human 
rights. He also said it is unacceptable \"for one 

country to impose its views and approaches on other 
countries.\" Similar comments were echoed by other 
leading newspapers 

Lao Dong 

the MFA has not called in tne Embassy for a formal 

protest. In fact 

human rights between the Ambassador and VFM Le Van Bang 
(reftel) March 21 

Report did not come up. 


5. (SBU) Professor Ngo Van Hoa of the Vietnam\'s 
Institute of History confirmed that this year the GVN 

did not launch a major media campaign against the 
report. By contrast 

controlled media ran a series of commentaries 

editorials and interviews with individual citizens and 
leaders of quasi-Governmental mass organizations 
condemning comments in those year\'s reports. He said 
that overall reactions to this year\'s report were much 
milder 

surmised that the GVN does not want to risk a backlash 
from the U.S. Congress that may hinder Vietnam\'s WTO 
bid or a vote on Permanent Normal Trade status for the 
country. 


6. (SBU) Comment: Professor Hoa is probably correct 
that the GVN is concerned that too strong a reaction to 
this year\'s report might draw attention to its human 
rights record at a time when it is seeking to enter the 
WTO and 

Countries of Particular Concern for religious freedom 
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violations. This may also reflect the continuation of 
amore positive approach to human rights issues 
generally. The GVN has taken pains to address a number 
of international human rights concerns in the past 

year 
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concern to just a handful 

framework on religion and engaging us in a bilateral 
dialogue on human rights. End Comment. 
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The first 11 members are also members of the Politburo. 
The listing of \"previous positions\" is not 
comprehensive. 


1. LTG Choummaly Sayasone (3) 
Present position: Lao State Vice President (since 
2001) 

Previous position: 

-- Deputy Prime Minister 

-- Minister of National Defense 

-- Vice Minister of National Defense 
Age: 69 

Date of birth: June 3 

Place of birth: Attapeu Province 
Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


2. Mr. Samane Viyaket (2) 

Present position: President of the National Assembly 

(since 1992) 

Previous positions: 

-- Minister of Education 

-- Head of Party Central Committee Organization Board 

-- Vice Minister of Defense 

-- President of the National Election Committee for the National 
Assembly Fourth Legislature 

Age: 79 

Date of birth: March 3 

Place of birth: Attapeu Province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


3. Mr. Thongsing Thammavong (4) 

Current Position: Mayor of Vientiane Capital (since 
2002) 

Previous position: 

-- Chairman of Party Organization Committee 
-- Vice President of National Assembly 

-- Minister of Information and Culture 

Age: 61 

Date of birth: April 12 

Place of birth: Houaphan Province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


4. Mr. Bounnhang Vorachit (6) 
Current position: Prime Minister (since 2001) 


Column 3 

Previous position: 

-- Minister of Finance 

-- Deputy Prime Minister with responsibility for trade and 
bilateral aid matters 

-- Vientiane Mayor 

-- Governor of Savannakhet province 

Age: 68 

Date of birth: August 15 

Place of birth: Savannakhet 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


5. Mr. Sisavath Keobounphanh (7) 
Current position: President of Lao Front for National 
Construction (since 2001) 

Previous position: 

-- Prime Minister 

-- Vice President of Lao PDR 

-- Minister of Agriculture and Forestry 
-- Mayor of Vientiane 

-- Minister of Interior 

-- Chief of Staff 

-- Governor of Houaphanh province 
Age: 77 

Date of birth: May 1 

Place of birth: Huay Kaleum Village 
Houaphan Province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


6. Mr. Asang Laoly (8) 

Current position: Deputy Prime Minister (Since 2002) 
Previous position: 

-- Minister of Interior 

-- Deputy Minister of Interior for Intelligence 

Age: 65 

Date of birth: February 02 

Place of birth: Phongsaly Province 

Ehnicity: Akha 


7. Mr. Bouasone Bouphavanh (11) 

Present positions: Deputy Prime Minister (since 2002) 

Previous position: 

-- Permanent Politburo and Head of the Party Central Committee 
Office (Chief of the Secretariat of the LPRP) 

-- Co-Deputy Chief of Party Propaganda and Training Board and Chief 
of Party Cabinet 

-- Vice Minister to Prime Minister\'s Office 

Age: 52 

Date of birth: 1954 

Place of birth: Saravane Province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 
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8. Mr. Thongloun Sisoulith (9) 

Present positions: Deputy Prime Minister (since 2001) 

Chairman of the Committee for Planning & Investment 

National Assembly member 

Previous position: 

-- Member of National Assembly 4th Legislature 
Committee 
National Assembly 

-- Minister of Labor and Social Welfare 

-- Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Age: 60 

Date of birth: November 11 

Place of birth: Houaphan Province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


9. MG Douangchay Phichit (10) 

Present position: Minister of National Defense 

Previous position: 

-- Chief of General Staff Department 
(MND) 

-- Vice Minister 

-- Deputy Chief of General Staff 

Age: 66 

Date of birth: April 5 

Place of birth: Attapeu 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


10. Mr. Somsavat Lengsavad (13) 

Present positions: Deputy Prime Minister (since 2002) 

Minister of Foreign Affairs (since 1993) 

the National Commission for Mothers and Children (since 

1993) 

Previous position: 

-- Chief 
to the President\'s Office (Chief of Cabinet of the Council of 
Ministers) 

-- Ambassador to Bulgaria 

-- Deputy-Chief of the Cabinet of the LPRP Central Committee and 

Council of Ministers 

-- Secretary to Lao People\'s Revolutionary Party Secretary Kaysone 

Phomvihane 

Age: 60 

Date of birth: June 15 

Place of birth: Luang Prabang 

Ethnicity: Ethnic Chinese 


11. Mrs. Pany Yathortou (21) 

Present positions: Vice President of the National 
Assembly (since 2001) 

Previous position: 

-- Member 
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provincial electoral constituency 

-- Member 

-- Chairwoman of Ethnic Minority Affairs Committee 
Assembly 

Age: 55 

Date of birth: February 18 

Place of birth: Xieng Khouang Province 

Ethnicity: Hmong 


12. Mr. Bounthong Chitmany (34) 

Present position: Head of the Party Central Committee 
Previous position: Governor of Oudomsai province 
Age: 57 

Date of birth: July 3 

Place of birth: Bokeo Province 

Ethnicity: Lamet 


13. Mr. Sombat Yialiher (42) 
Present position: Governor of Sayabouly Province (since 
1999) 
Previous position: 
-- Deputy Governor 
Provincial Organization Division 
Age: 50 
Date of birth: September 16 
Place of birth: Sayabouly 
Ethnicity: Hmong 


14. Mr. Thongbanh Seng-aphone (43) 

Present position: Minister of Public Security (since 
2005) 

Previous position: 

-- Governor 

-- Deputy Governor 

-- Managing Board of Steering Committee for Rural Development 
-- Governor of Sieng Hon-Hongsa Special Zone 
Age: 53 

Date of birth: May 2 

Place of birth: Bolikhamsay Province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


15. Mr. Vongphet Saikeuyachongtoua (12) 

Present positions: President of the Party Inspection 
Authority (since 2001) 

Previous position: 

-- President 

-- Member 

-- Co-Vice President of National Assembly 

Age: 66 

Date of birth: September 15 

Place of birth: Xieng Khouang Province 
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Ethnicity: Hmong 


16. Mr. Bounheuang Douangphachanh (14) 
Present position: Governor of Luang Prabang 
1998 - Mayor 

Previous position: 

-- Mayor 

-- Governor 

-- Head of Education Department 

Age: 58 

Date of birth: May 15 

Place of birth: Luang Prabang 

Ethnicity: Lao Theung 


17. Mrs. Onechanh Thammavong (15) 
Present position: President of the Lao Women\'s Union 
(since 2001) 

Previous position: 

-- Member 

-- Co-Vice President of 4th National Assembly 
-- Member of Standing Committee 

Age: 53 

Date of birth: May 13 

Place of birth: Xieng Khouang Province 
Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


18. Mr. Chansy Phosikham (17) 
Present position: Minister of Finance 
Previous position: 

-- Governor of Bank of Lao PDR 

-- Governor of Luang Prabang province 
Age: 58 

Date of birth: March 18 

Place of birth: Luang Prabang Province 
Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


19. Mr. Phimmasone Leuangkhamma (18) 
Present position: Governor of Luang Namtha province 
(since 2005) 

Previous position: 

-- Minister of Education 

-- Acting Minister of Education 

-- Vice Minister of Education 

Age: 63 

Date of birth: March 20 

Place of birth: Sone Tai 

Province 

Ethnicity: Thai Dam 


20. Mr. Khampane Philavong (19) 
Present position: Governor of Borikhamxay (since 2005) 
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Previous position: 

-- Chief Public Prosecutor 

-- Mayor of Vientiane Municipality 

-- President of Lao Federation of Trade Unions 
-- Governor of Xieng Khouang province 

Age: 63 

Date of birth: October 10 

Place of birth: Xieng Khouang Province 
Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


21. Mr. Somphanh Phengkhammy (20) 
Present position: Provincial Party Secretary 
Khouang province (since 2005) 
Previous position: 

-- Minister of Labor and Social Welfare 
-- Governor of Houaphan Province 

-- Deputy Governor 

Age: 58 

Date of birth: December 18 

Place of birth: Houaphan Province 
Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


22. Mr. Saysomphone Phomvihane (22) 
Present positions: Chairperson of Foreign Affairs 
Committee 
Assembly 
Previous position: 
-- Minister to the Prime Minister\'s Office 
-- Minister of Finance 
-- Governor of Savannakhet Province 
-- Deputy Governor 
External Relations Division 
-- Is son of LPDR founder Kaysone Phomvihane 
Age: 52 
Date of birth: October 10 
Place of birth: Viengxay District 
Ethnicity: Lowland Lao and Vietnamese 


23. Mr. Khammanh Sounvileuth (23) 
Present position: Governor of Bokeo province 
Previous position: 
-- Governor 
-- Vice President 
Board 
Age: 54 
Date of birth: April 12 
Place of birth: Khoua District 
Ethnicity: Lao Theung 


24. Mr. Mounkeo Oraboun (26) 
Present position: Minister of Information and Culture 
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(since 2005) 

Previous position: 

-- Head of Central Party Propaganda and Training 
Committee 

-- Governor 

-- Minister of Information and Culture 

Age: 64 

Date of birth: May 04 

Place of birth: Vientiane Province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


25. Mr. Somphet Thipmala (27) 

Present position: Governor of Vientiane province (since 

2005) 

Previous position: 

-- Governor 

-- Chief of Logistics Department 
General 

Age: 66 

Date of birth: August 15 

Place of birth: Houaphan Province 

Ethnicity: Phuan 


26. Mr. Chaleun Yiapaoher (30) 

Present positions: Director of National Organization 

for the Study of Politics and Administration 

National Assembly 

Previous position: 

-- Deputy Head 

-- Head of National Assembly Administrative Affairs 
Office 

Age: 54 

Date of birth: September 15 

Place of birth: Ban Nongkham 

Houaphan Province 

Ethnicity: Hmong 


27. Mr. Soukanh Mahalath (31) 
Present position: Governor of Champassak province 
(since 2005) 

Previous position: 

-- Provincial Party Secretary 

-- Minister of Finance 

-- Governor of Bank of Lao PDR 
Age: 52 

Date of birth: June 7 

Place of birth: Keng Kok Village 
Savannakhet Province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


28. Mr. Soulivong Daravong (32) 
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Present position: Minister of Commerce (since 2002) 
Previous position: 
-- Minister of Industry and Handicraft 
-- Acting Minister 
Handicraft 
-- Vice Minister 
Age: 57 
Date of birth: May 1 
Place of birth: Xieng Khouang Province 
Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


29. Mrs. Bounpheng Mounphosay (33) 
Present positions: Head of Public Administration and 
Civil Services Authority (since 2005) 
Previous position: 

-- Vice Minister of Education 

-- Governor 

-- Member of National Assembly 

Age: 58 

Date of birth: September 1 

Place of birth: Horkang VillAge 

Xieng Khouang Province 

Ethnicity: Phuan 


30. Mr. Phandouangchit Vongsa (37) 
Present position: Deputy Chairman of the Party 
Propaganda and Training Committee (since 2005) 
Previous position: 
-- Minister of Information and Culture 
-- President 
Administration (NOSPA) 
-- Deputy Chief of the Party Propaganda and Training Committee 
Age: 59 
Date of birth: December 12 
Place of birth: Ban Sopsan 
Houaphan Province 
Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


31. Mr. Bounpone Bouttanavong (38) 

Present Position: Governor of Oudomxay province (since 

2002) 

Previous position: 

-- Secretary Executive Committee of the Lao Youth Union 
(LYU) 

-- Deputy Secretary of the Lao People\'s Revolutionary 
Youth Union 

-- President of the Lao-North Korea Friendship 
Association 

Age: 50 

Date of birth: November 15 

Place of birth: Phongsaly Province 
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32. Mr. Khamboun Douangpanya (40) 

Present position: Governor of Xekong province (since 
2003) 

Previous position: 

-- Deputy Governor 

Age: 56 

Date of birth: April 12 

Place of birth: Donchana Village 

Sekong Province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


33. Mr. Soubanh Srithirath (48) 
Present positions: Minister in the President\'s Office 
(since 1998) 
Drug Control and Supervision (Since 1990) 
Previous position: 
-- Deputy-Minister 
International organizations Affairs 
Countries 
-- President of the Lao National Committee on the border 
demarcation with Myanmar 
Age: 70 
Date of birth: September 9 
Place of birth: Muang Khong 
Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


34. BG Chanasamone Chanyalath (49) 
Present position: Member of Party Committee of Ministry 
of National Defense 
Kaysone Phomvihane Defense Academy 
Previous position: 
-- Direct-General of Political Department 
Party Committee of Ministry of National Defense 
Age: 60 
Date of birth: March 01 
Place of birth: Phongsaly province 
Ethnicity: Middle land Lao (Laotheung) 


35. Mr. Ponmek Dalaloy (51) 
Present position: Minister of Public Health (since 
1996) 

Previous position: 

-- Ambassador to Cuba 

-- Ambassador to China 

-- Vice Minister of Public Health 
Age: 68 

Date of birth: June 6 

Place of birth: Luang Prabang 
Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 
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36. Mr. Venethong Luangvilay (52) 

Present position: Minister to the Prime Minister\'s 
Office 

Previous positions: 

-- President of Lao Federation of Trade Unions 
-- Secretary of Lao Revolutionary Youth Union 

-- Deputy Chief of Party Central Control Committee 
Age: 60 

Date of birth: December 10 

Place of birth: Vang Vieng 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


37. Mr. Khampheuy Panmalaythong (new) 
Present position: Party Secretary 

the Party Central Committee 

Previous position: 

-- Deputy Chief of Cabinet of the Party Central 
Committee 

Age: 48 

Date of birth: November 27 

Place of birth: Houaphan province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


38. Mr. Vilayvanh Phomkhe (new) 

Present position: Provincial Party Secretary 
of Savannakhet province (since 2005) 
Previous position: 

-- Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs 

-- Lao Ambassador to Vietnam 

-- Deputy Minister to Prime Minister\'s Office 
-- Head of the Party\'s Foreign Relations Committee 
Age: 64 

Date of birth: December 11 

Place of birth: Savannakhet province 
Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


39. Dr. Phankham Viphavanh (new) 

Present position: Governor of Houaphanh province (since 
2005) 

Previous positions: 

-- Deputy Minister to Prime Minister\'s Office 

-- Lecturer at National University 

Age: 54 

Date of birth: April 4 

Place of birth: Houaphanh province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


40. Mr. Khamsane Souvong (new) 
Present position: Governor of Phongsaly province (since 2005) 
Previous position: 
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-- Deputy Governor 

-- Chairman of Phongsaly Drug Control and Supervision 
Age: 53 

Date of birth: September 1 

Place of birth: Kieopok 

Ethnicity: Phounoy 


41. Dr. Sinlavong Khoutphaythoune (new) 
Present position: Assistant Party Secretary 
Mayor of Vientiane Capital 

Previous position: 

-- Deputy Minister to the Prime Minister\'s Office 
Age: 53 

Date of birth: November 11 

Place of birth: Savannakhet province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


42. MG Sengnuan Sayalath (new) 

Present position: Assistant Party Secretary of the 
Ministry of Defense 

General Political Department 

Previous position: unknown 

Age: 57 

Date of birth: September 01 

Place of birth: Savannakhet province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


43. Mr. Khamphanh Phommathat (new) 

Present position: Governor of Sekong province 

Previous positions: 

-- Deputy Dean of National Organization for the Study 
of Politics and Administration 

Age: 51 

Date of birth: July 03 

Place of birth: Saravan 

Ethnicity: Middle land Lao (Lao Theung) 


44. Dr. Somkot Mangnomek (new) 

Present position: Vice Minister of Education 
National University 

Previous positions: 

-- Dean of the Engineering and Architecture Faculty of 
Lao National University 

Age: 51 

Date of birth: December 11 

Place of birth: Siphom 

province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


45. Mr. Sonesay Siphandone (new) 
Present position: Deputy Governor of Champassak 
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province (since 2005) 

Previous positions: 

-- Chief of Cabinet of Champassak province 
-- 5 son of former Party Secretary Khamtai 
Age: 40 

Date of birth: January 26 

Place of birth: Houaphanh 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


46. Dr. Nam Viyaket (new) 

Present position: Vice Minister of Industry and 
Handicrafts (since 2005) 

Previous positions: 

-- Deputy Chief of State Auditing Committee 

-- 5 son of Politburo member Samane Viyaket 
Age: 48 

Date of birth: June 5 

Place of birth: Ban Mai 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


47. Mr. Tongyerthor (new) 

Present position: Vice President of National Front for 

Construction (since 1996) 

Assembly 

Previous position: 

-- Member of National Assembly 4th Legislature 
Houaphanh province 

-- President of tne Houaphanh Provincial Party-State Control Board 

Age: 60 

Date of birth: April 15 

Place of birth: Houaphanh province 

Ethnicity: Hmong 


48. Mrs. Sisay Leudetmounsone (new) 

Present position: Member of National Assembly 
President of Champassak Lao Women\'s Union 
Previous positions: 

-- Vice President of Champassak Lao Women\'s Union 
Age: 48 

Date of birth: March 8 

Place of birth: Ban Naphai 

Ethnicity: Katang 


49. COL Sanyahak Phomvihane (new) 

Present position: Director of Local Army Department 
Deputy Chief of Staff of Ministry of Defense 

5th National Assembly 

Previous positions: 

-- Chief of Staff of Fifth Division 

-- Is son of LPDR founder Kaysone Phomvihane 
Age: 38 
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Date of birth: June 16 

Place of birth: Viengsai 

Ethnicity: Lao and Vietnamese 

50. Mr. Cheuang Sombounkhanh (new) 
Present position: Chief of Cabinet of the Prime 
Minister\'s Office 

Previous position: 

-- Vice President of the State Planning and Cooperation 
Age: 51 

Date of birth: March 05 

Place of birth: Champassak province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


51. Dr. Kikeo Khaykhamphithoune (new) 
Present position: Deputy Director of National 
Organization for the Study of Politics and 
Administration (NOSPA) 

Previous position: unknown 

Age: 49 

Date of birth: August 11 

Place of birth: Houaphan province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


52. Mr. Khambay Damlath (new) 

Present position: Provincial Party Secretary 
of Khammouane province (since 2003) 
Previous position: 

-- Deputy governor 

Age: 49 

Date of birth: October 10 

Place of birth: Khammouane province 
Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


53. Mr. Sinay Mienglavanh (new) 

Present position: Governor of Attapeu province 
Previous position: unknown 

Age: Over 47 

Date of birth: July 15 

Place of birth: Attapeu province 

Ethnicity: Middle land Lao (Lao Theung) 


54. Mr. Bosaikham Vongdara (new) 

Present position: President of Lao Trade Unions (since 
2003) 

Previous position: 

-- Vice-President of Lao Trade Unions 

Age: 58 

Date of birth: April 15 

Place of birth: Phonsavanh 

province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 
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55. Mr. Sommath Pholsena (new) 

Present position: Vice Minister of Communication 
Transport 

Previous position: 

-- Director of Road and Bridge Department 

Age: 53 

Date of birth: August 26 

Place of birth: Wat Ammath 

province 

Ethnicity: Lowland Lao 


Members of the 7th Party Congress Central Committee 
removed from the 8th Party Congress Central Committee 
were: Mr. Sileua Bounkham (16) 

(24) 

Thipphavone (28) 

Khamkeut Veunkham (39) 

(41) 

Boualane Silipanya (46) 

Mr. Siane Saphangthong (47) and Mr. Siho Bannavong 
(52). 
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academics at Notre Dame and the University of Pennsylvania 
that appears in the current issue of Foreign Affairs 

created a stir in the Russia political elite and media and 

touched a nerve in the Russian defense establishment. Deputy 
Foreign Minister Karasin raised the article in a March 28 

meeting with Ambassador 

Advisor Prikhodko on March 30. Ambassador responded that the 
article reflected the views of its authors 

government 


3. (SBU) Media interest has compelled senior officials to go 
on record defending the capacity of Russia\'s nuclear 
deterrent. Defmin Sergey Ivanov has commented that the 
article shows that some in the U.S. \"must dislike the fact 
that we have established good relations with China." 
Underlining that Russia maintains powerful and effective 
nuclear forces 

and compared it to accusations that Russia had provided 
intelligence to Saddam Hussein. 


4. (SBU) Colonel General Nikolai Solovstov 

Russia\'s strategic rocket forces 

assertion that BMD technology could give the U.S. a shield 

for a first strike. He stated in an interview: We have 

always managed to find resources for preserving and renewing 
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our strategic nuclear potential. Current technologies make 

it possible to develop new missiles and other weapons for 
outsmarting even the most effective ABM system.\" Vladimir 
Dvorkin 

institute 

\"exaggerated\" the incapacity of Russia to ensure continuing 
nuclear deterrence 

degradation of Russian capabilities described in the article 
was closer to the mark. Former MOD liaison office head 
Leonid Ivashov described the article as \"a political means of 
putting pressure on Russia 

politicians.\" 


Dismay 


5. (C) Aleksey Arbatov 

Deputy Chairman 

with us. He acknowledged that the authors were not 
well-known 

Affairs nonetheless gave it the aura of a \"semi-official 
statement.\" Arbatov 

strategic issues at the Security Council 

there were dismayed. He said some in the Kremlin saw the 
article as part of a series of salvos aimed at Russia and 
pointed to \"demeaning\" references to Russia in the U.S. 
National Security Strategy 

military information to Saddam 

recognition for Russia\'s prerogatives in its neighborhood. 


6. (C) Arbatov added that the idea that the U.S. might seek 

to use nuclear blackmail against Russia resonates strongly in 
Moscow 

Russia through efforts to develop nuclear primacy would spur 
Russia to be invest more in its own nuclear arsenal. Arbatov 
said the Foreign Affairs article would be the prime subject 

at a Conference at which he will speak at the Carnegie Moscow 
Center April 4. 


7.(SBU) Former Prime Minister Yegor Gaydar also joined the 
chorus of lamentation in the March 29 Financial Times 

that the Foreign Affairs article had had \"an explosive 
effect...Even Russian journalists and analysts not inclined 

to hysteria or anti-Americanism have viewed the article as an 
expression of the U.S. official stance.\" Gaydar argued that 

\"if someone had wanted to provoke Russia and China into close 
cooperation over missile and nuclear technologies 

have been difficult to find a more skillful and elegant way 
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of doing so.\" 


Comment 


8.(C) The article\'s forecast of U.S. nuclear primacy plays 

to deep-seated Russian fears and undermines efforts to build 
confidence that our BMD efforts do not come at the expense of 
Russian security. While official and expert Russians 
recognize that the article does not formally represent the 
views of the U.S. government 

its appearance in a prestigious journal 

context of other recent strains in our relationship 

nonetheless have had some official sponsorship 

accurately reflect influential views within our government. 
High-ranking U.S. officials who will be visiting Russia in 

the near future (including STRATCOM\'s General Cartwright 
Assistant Secretary Rademaker 

questions from Russian interlocutors and the media for 
clarification of whether the U.S. is seeking 

expecting 

Russia in coming years. 
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that the DPP government carry out reforms and pay attention to 
mainstream public opinion. The pro-independence \"Taiwan Daily" ran 
an editorial calling upon the DPP government to conduct reforms 
upon the Taiwan people to protect the grass-roots regime. The 
centrist 

Chen Shui-bian\'s attitude toward the party\'s reform conference could 
easily determine the forumVs outcome. The editorial in the 
pro-unification United Daily News urged the DPP to draw a 
demarcation line between President Chen Shui-bian and the party. 
The pro-independence \"Taiwan News!" editorialized that the DPP 
leadership could help revive the party. End summary. 


A) \"To Remain a Grass-Roots Ruling Party 
Reforms and Pay Attention to Mainstream Public Opinion" 


The pro-independence \"Liberty Times" [circulation: 600 
an editorial (3/31): 


Y... lt is such a myth that \'Ma Ying-jeou is impeccable.V If the 

DPP wants to defeat Ma in the 2008 presidential election and remain 
as the ruling party 

lessons [of the previous elections and recent polls] and have the 
resolve for party reforms. They must also present a performance 
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that is in accordance with mainstream public opinion.\" 


B) “The DPP Must Reflect on Itself and Carry out Reforms; Taiwan 
People Should Attend a Nation-Wide Movement to Protect the 
Grass-Roots Regime\" 


The pro-independence \"Taiwan Daily\" [circulation: 100 
editorialized (3/31): 


Y... In terms of protecting the grass-roots regime 

should shoulder the greatest responsibility 

reforms. The party should also earn back people\'s trust and support 
by non-corrupt behavior and substantive performances. None of the 
Taiwan people should be bystanders; they should support the 
government through public opinion and protect the regime by 
ballots.\" 


C) \"The Ruler\'s Mentality is Critical for the Success of the DPP 
Party Reform Conference\" 


The pro-status quo \"China Times\" [circulation: 400 
editorialized (3/31): 


Y... Currently 
and lower approval ratings 
confronts the ruling elites and DPP supporters. ...\" 


\"However 
speak out against high-ranking DPP officials shows that the party 
still has vitality in terms of democracy. ... 


Y... If high-ranking DPP officials 

Shui-bian 

with others 

enable the DPP to walk away from the [party\'s] low-popularity. 


D) \"Abandon A-bian and Protect the Party: the DPP Must Appoint 
Another Character to Speak for the Party.\" 


The pro-unification \"United Daily News\" [circulation: 400 
in its editorial (3/31): 


\"... No matter through a party reform conference or an interim party 
assembly 

statements and ethics. The DPP must also appoint other political 
figures to promote its policy as well as ethics in order to reveal 

to the public that Chen Shui-bian is Chen Shui-bian 

the DPP. ...\" 


E) \"DPP Can Revise Only by Leadership\" 
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The pro-independence 
20 


V... In the wake of these events 

organization re-examination and reform promised by DPP Chairman Yu 
Shyi-kun in his January campaign for the party chairmanship post can 
no longer be delayed. ... 


VWe strongly urge that party leaders and factions do not fall into 
the temptation of using this process to Vsettle accounts or to make 
displays of political purity or treating it as a platform for 

jockeying for position in the run-up tit e year-end Taipei and 
Kaohsiung mayoral polls or the upcoming legislative or presidential 
elections. ...\" 
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2. Pan-Blue commentators generally gave high marks to Ma\'s U.S. tour 
saying he was granted a \"diplomatic favor" of unprecedented- and 
publicly acknowledged - meetings with high-ranking American 
officials during his two day stay in Washington 

Times\" news analysis said Washington was very pleased with the 
KMT\'s pledges and was willing to cast a vote of confidence in Ma 
during its formal Vfirst contact with him.\" Analysts also 

concluded that Ma\'s pledge to maintain the status quo and ensure 
peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait 

separation or immediate reunification with China 

concerns that Ma might be tilting toward China. Chen Feng-hsing 
senior journalist and TV commentator 

command of English 

effectively introduced himself to elite American officials and 
scholars 

VunpredictableV as President Chen.\" 


3. Pan-Green commentators 

prelude to his presidential campaign 

his U.S. audience with a mix of carefully structured evasions and 
mistruths. \"Liberty Times" Journalist Wang Yu-chong said Ma\'s 
presidential aspirations obviously outweighed the need to speak up 
for Taiwan\'s democracy and national interests. \"Ma has obviously 
gotten carried away by his success and the high-profile reception 
granted by the United States 

face the choice between two devils - namely 

and the Republic of China - has again revealed his pro-China stance 
and let people see more clearly his ultimate goal. V" 


4. Commentators made special note that in his speech entitled V'A 
Vision for Peace and Prosperity 
University March 21 
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Taiwan should play the role of a \"responsible peacemaker\" rather 
than a \"regional troublemaker.\" This statement 

been taken as an implicit message to the U.S. and China that 
elected president 

into a \"'peacemaker.\" Ma\'s policy statement is particularly 
significant since Chinese President Hu Jintao 

will last until 2012 


5. Judging from his remarks in the United States 

commentators say that Ma considers cross-Strait relations Taiwan\'s 
most urgent problem and that Ma believes the best place to start 
solving the problem is with the United States. Ma 

aware that winning Washington\'s trust will not by itself guarantee a 
resolution to the island\'s tense standoff with China. Thus 

pledged to maintain the cross-Strait status quo and regional 

stability 

other analysts say that Ma was actually speaking to Beijing 
especially when proposing to forge a modus vivendiV to create more 
space for Taiwan in the international community. 


6. Blue analysts argue that Ma was smart to take old (and accepted) 
ideas from the Lien-Hu communiqu and repackage them together as a 
new initiative. Detractors seized the opportunity to point out that 

Ma\'s U.S. statements contained no new ideas. They also noted that 
Ma waited until he got to Stanford to speak of Taiwan\'s tragic 

history and Beijing\'s squeezing of Taiwan\'s space in the 

international community. Observers said Ma did not publicly protest 
China\'s suppression of Taiwan until he left Washington 

minimize the \"American factor\" that Beijing cares about most. 


7. Most critics viewed Beijing\'s silence about Ma\'s trip as a 

goodwill gesture to the KMT. Critics generally agreed that Beijing 

has shown more tolerance of Ma than Chen 

compares Beijing\'s reactions to ChenVs cessation of the NUC and the 
NUG and to the KMT\'s ad in the \"Liberty Times\" in February 

Taiwan independence is included as a possible option for Taiwan 
people. Some Taiwan pundits say the KMT ad could have a bigger and 
more lasting impact on Taiwan than ChenV's decision to V'cease to 
function/apply\" the NUC and NUG. 


8. Commentators posit that the reason Beijing sees Chen as a foe 
while regarding Ma as a friend is not simply because of the 
difference of their policies but because of \'trust.\' Beijing has no 
faith in Chen 


when following in the KMT\'s footsteps (pushing to join the WHO and 
the UN) 

Beijing\'s tolerance of Ma partially stems from the mutual trust 

built during the Lien-Hu meetings last spring; it was also partially 
due to the fact that Beijing has no other choice but to define the 
KMT as its friend instead of foe. On the other hand 
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in Beijing have started to show concerns about the so-called \"Ma 
Ying-jeou phenomenon." They are worried that Ma may be a tougher 
rival to deal with than Chen because Ma 

and students movements in China 

the Chinese Communist Party\'s regime. 


9. The DPP 

Ying-jeou phenomenon.\" KMT Legislator Sun Ta-chien has said 
publicly that some DPP members 

running for president 

attacking Ma. Others 

Ma erased the Vanti-U.S. and anti-Japan\' image of the KMT that the 
DPP has tried for six years to implant in the consciousness of the 
U.S. administration. 


10. As the media coverage of Ma continues unabated after ten days 
Taiwan\'s public is anticipating next steps from all parties. How 

will Ma consolidate his gains and follow up on the ideas he raised 
during his visit? How will Chen and the possible DPP presidential 
candidates respond to Ma\'s effort to build bridges between the KMT 
the United States 

shed some light on the course of Taiwan\'s political development over 
the next two years. 
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University Prof. Otake says 
Tachibanaki says 


(9) Leverage for Japan\'s space exploration as LDP eyes new space 
legislation for defense purposes 


(10) Editorial: Administrative surcharges leniency system 
effective to prevent bid-rigging practices 


(11) Growing Japanese economy (Part 2): Promotion of efficiency 
increasing domestic productivity again 


ARTICLES: 


(8) Is \"Koizumi politics\" helping widen social disparity? Osaka 
University Prof. Otake says 
Tachibanaki says 


TOKYO SHIMBUN (Page 3) (Full) 
March 30 


A debate is intensifying over the evaluation of the structural 
reforms Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi has implemented to date. 
Has social disparity been widened over the past five years? The 
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Tokyo Shimbun interviewed two academics about what Koizumi 
politics has created over the past five years. 


Fumio Otake 
Research 
attributable primarily to aging population 


Interviewer: Katsumi Sekiguchi of the Political Desk 


-- Do you think the Japanese public is happier than they were 
five years ago 


V'It is a rule of thumb that when the jobless rate goes up 
national level of happiness goes down. Although | can\'t tell how 
the public has felt over the past five years 

has now dropped to below the level in 2003 

worst. So | can say the public is happier than they were at that 
time" 


-- Some people think social disparity has expanded. 


\"True 

attributable to the growing percentage of aged individuals among 
whom there is a wide income gap in the same generation. This has 
nothing to do with the Koizumi administration. Some are making 
too much fuss 


-- Well 


\"One reason is for the rise in stock prices and land prices in 
midtown districts. When their prices go up in anticipation of 
economic recovery 

assets rise. But salaries have not been raised before the economy 
recovered 

between the haves and the have-nots) always occur during a 
recovery period of the economy.\" 
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-- But there are entrepreneurs with a huge amount of assets 
instance 
are called \"winners.\" 


\"Such entrepreneurs had no opportunities to find ajob as a 
regular employee (because of the slump after the burst of the 
economic bubble). So 

starting their own companies. They are not the real winners. The 
winners are permanent employees who form a majority of workers. 
There is a gap in young people between regular employees and 
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VfreetersV (who do not have a permanent full-time job but live by 
having one or more part-time jobs or become job-hoppers). But 
this gap is viewed as being exception.\" 


-- Why do you call regular employees the winners? 


\"During the hard times for college-graduate job-seekers since 

1997 until just recently 

If companies had continued the new hires of college-graduates 

the disparity among young people would not have emerged. However 
regular employees were advocating the logic of the strong to 

protect their position 

company should hire part-timers.\\" 


-- Do you think the disparity between permanent employees and 
freeters will be dissolved over time? 


\"Looking at the new college-graduates (who will get jobs) in the 
years ahead 

workers will rise 

it difficult to get permanent positions 

support 


Fumio Otake: Completed the first half of the doctorate course at 
the Graduate School of Osaka University; after serving as 
lecturer at Osaka Prefecture University 

current post since 2001; majored in labor economics; comes from 
Kyoto Prefecture; is 45 years old. 


Toshiaki Tachibanaki 
oriented policy going too far 


Interviewer: Shoichi Takayama of the Political Desk 


-- Over the past five years under the Koizumi administration 
the public been made happy? 


VI think those who have been pushed down into a lower bracket as 
a result of the expansion of income disparity may feel unhappy 
while those who have climbed into the upper bracket may feel 


happy.\" 
-- Why do you think the disparity is expanding? 


\"The number of poor people has increased. The number of 
households living on welfare has risen from 600 

4 

individuals living alone 

families.\" 
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-- There is an argument that the gap has not been so much widened 
when it comes to the whole society 

people among whom there is a wide gap in income disparity has in 
fact increased. 


\"An increase in the number of such elderly people means an 
explosion in needy aged individuals. When the majority of people 

in the society were in the middle class 

to work. But once people were pushed into the lower class 

have lost their will to work 

Some corporate managers are also arguing that the widening income 
disparity is a bad thing," 


-- Is the Koizumi administration to be blamed for the widening of 
income disparity? 


\"Inequality was already seen before the Koizumi administration 
started 

competition-emphasized policy (advanced by the Koizumi 
administration) have helped the gap expand. These policy 
approaches were intended to boost the economy 

too far 

number of poor people has risen. Changing the strategy is 
necessary." 


-- The Prime Minister has also emphasized the necessity of safety 
net. 


\"What he has been doing in actuality is the opposite. He has cut 
the social welfare budget. That has led to hiking 

the medical treatment fees the public pays at hospitals and 
pension premiums.\" 


-- Yet 
performances to recover. 


VI give high marks to the administration in terms of slashing 
useless public outlays and thereby contributing to expanding the 
economy 

to the workers in view of wage hikes and turning non-regular 
employees into regular employees 


-- There is concern that the income disparity will become fixed. 


“Wealth disparity between parents determines whether their 
children receive good education. This gap will be taken over by 
the next generation. Japan must take action 

the scholarship system 
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educational expenses among the industrialized nations.\" 


Toshiaki Tachibanaki: completed the graduate course at the Johns 
Hopkins University; after serving as assistant professor at Kyoto 
University 

labor economics; comes from Hyogo University; is 62 years old. 


(9) Leverage for Japan\'s space exploration as LDP eyes new space 
legislation for defense purposes 


ASAHI (Page 15) (Full) 
March 29 
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Cabinet post likely for strategic space exploitation 


Japan will likely soon make a big leap for space exploration. The 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party is moving ahead on the drafting 
of new legislation that would end Japan\'s self-imposed moratorium 
on the use of outer space for defense purposes. Until now 

has limited its space utilization to activities for nonmilitary 
purposes only. The LDP is also studying the feasibility of 

setting up a \'control tower\' for Japan\'s space activities. In the 
upcoming fiscal year or later 

2A rocket 

sectors hands in order for Japan to make inroads into 
international markets for the space business. However 
space-related industry has been dwindling and is becoming 
precarious. 


\"Japan has shackled itself to a Diet resolution. As a result 
Japan has strayed off its course in returning its rockets to 
flight. We now have to meet global standards. To do so 
must enact a new law. ThatVs the best way." 


On March 28 

committee on space activities held a meeting of its subcommittee 
on JapanVs exploration and peaceful uses of outer space. In the 
meeting 

subcommittee 

subcommittee unanimously approved the proposal. In principle 
Japan has limited its space activities to peaceful purposes only. 
The new legislative measure 

changeover to nonattack defense purposes. 


The peace doctrine for space activities was adopted in a 1969 
Diet resolution. The government has interpreted it as limiting 
Japan\'s space utilization to activities for nonmilitary purposes 
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only. The LDP could also opt to resolve in the Diet to lift the 

ban on space utilization for defense purposes. However 

notes that Diet resolutions basically require unanimous approval 
from all lawmakers in their plenary sittings. The hurdle is 

lower in the case of lawmaker-initiated legislation 

The targeted law 

develop and employ early warning satellites that detect ballistic 
missiles launched 


\"Japan\'s space programs used to be mainly for research and 
development 

Technology Minister Takeo Kawamura 

\"But 

purposes 

and public security.\" In addition 

aimed to broaden the spectrum of space activities and develop new 
industries. 


Some lawmakers in the leading opposition Democratic Party of 
Japan (DPJ or Minshuto) are also voicing their support for a 
review of the peace doctrine. The LDP eyes enacting the new 
legislation into law at next years ordinary session of the Diet. 
However 

involved in the space arms race. The New Komeito 

partner of the LDP 

positive way 

legislation to clear the Diet without a hitch. 
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The LDP is also seeking to revamp the government\'s current 
decision-making framework. In concrete terms 

advocate establishing a special portfolio or cabinet post for 
space activities and setting up a council for space strategies. 
At present 

going on in various organizations affiliated with the Ministry of 
Education 

Ministry of Economy 

of Internal Affairs and Communications (MIC). The Space 
Activities Commission (SAC) 

overseeing Japan\'s space development 

status of an advisory panel to MEXT in the government\'s 
restructuring of its ministries and agencies in 2001. \"The way 
things are going 

projects in various areas 

protection 

Exploration Agency (JAXA) President Keiji Tachikawa 

the board of SAC members. 
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For example 

(QZS) project. The QZS is a satellite to be orbited near the 

zenith of Japan for hyperacute positioning. This satellite can be 
expected to provide commercial services as well. The first QZS 
delivery is timetabled for fiscal 2008. However 

has yet to define its internal role sharing and yet to decide on 

which organization is to oversee QZS operations and what services 
to provide. Details are still up in the air. 


Some point to Japan\'s lack of strategy for manned space 

activities. The International Space Station (ISS) project will 

now be phased down since the US National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) has backpedaled on the project. Japan is 
concerned about whether its astronauts can stay long on their ISS 
module. In point of fact 

United States. 


In 2004 

board of advisors to the government 

basic strategy for space development and exploitation. The 
report 

government to begin in 20-30 years to study the feasibility of 
setting about manned space activities on Japan\'s own. 


H-2A commercialization: Concerns raised about Japan\'s 
international competitiveness 


The government will soon transfer its H-2A delivery missions to 
the private sector. Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 

take over the job from JAXA in the upcoming fiscal year or later. 
Japan has successfully returned three H-2A rockets to flight in 
the past year. \"Japan has successfully lifted off three H-2A 
rockets in a row following the failure to launch a sixth one 
Japan could recover its international credibility 

Yoshiharu Kurihara 

Department at MHI Aerospace Headquarters. 


However 

later. Japan plans an annual space delivery of three satellites 
or so for the 2006 and 2007 fiscal years. They are intelligence- 
gathering satellites or ultrahigh-speed Internet communication 
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satellites for government or JAXA use. 


Judging from MHIVs capacity 
a year. From now on 

satellite or two on the H-2A 
However 
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business on international markets. 


What is the H2-A\'s merit? \"We don\'t have to ship satellites 
overseas 

barrier.\" However 

\"The H-2A has often put off its flights for a couple of months 
says a Satellite service provider. This company also notes the 
\"high cost" of delivering a payload on the H-2A. \"We\'ll need to 
wait for a while to see actual flights 


Meanwhile 

liftoffs and successfully returned about 90% of them to space so 
far. However 

space. The delivery costs of foreign rivals average 6-8 billion 
yen 

potential rival on the international market 

delivery services at still lower prices. MHI does not think the H- 
2A can vie with China 


NASA forecasts an annual total of 15-20 commercial satellites in 
the world for space delivery over the next 5-10 years. Japan will 
have to scramble against powerful rivals for the few business 
chances. 


Furthermore 

all rivals-has financial backup from the European Space Agency 
(ESA) with an annual funding of 200 million euro or approximately 
28 billion yen for launching pad maintenance and other costs. MHI 
depends on the government for research intended to improve the 
credibility of JapanVs launching vehicles. In addition 

also ask the government to undertake launching pad maintenance. 
\"We\'ll have to reduce costs 

launching our rockets without fail 


Domestic products on the ebb 


Satellite and rocket parts are now hardly available at home. 
According to Society of Japanese Aerospace Companies (SJAC) and 
other statistics 

of about 40% in their annual turnover during the five fiscal 

years up to 2004. They have also sustained a decrease of about 
10% in their workforce and also reduced their capital spending to 
half. 


JAXA has a products qualification system for its suppliers in 
order to procure high-quality parts for spacecraft use. In 2005 
JAXA qualified 250 products. This quantity 

number qualified five years ago. Its supplies also decreased from 
37 to 31. 


These facts show that Japan\'s space industry is on the ebb. What 


Column 3 

lies behind that is a decrease in government funding. JAXA\'s 
budget from the state coffers for the current fiscal year is 20% 

down from its peak in 1999. Japan\'s space industry depends on the 
government for more than 70% of demand. In the case of private- 
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sector demand as well 
demand via big businesses. The private sector\'s own demand 
accounts for only 2% 


NEC TOSHIBA Systems 

Its managing director 

dependence on foreign makers for spacecraft parts. WBut 
Kitahara said 

future.\" He added 

suppliers not to stop their production. V" 


Depending on foreign makers for parts will likely bring about 
problems when their products are in trouble. JAXA Space 
Utilization Project Manager Homma complains: V'Spacecraft parts 
have many trade secrets 

trouble shooting or repair work.\" 


For example 

The chip is called electronic program guide 

EPG writes a computer program for attitude control and is widely 
introduced for satellites. Only one US maker produces EPGs. In 
2003 

engineering test satellite (ETS) and other satellites scheduled 

to be launched on the H-2A. JAXA took six months for its root 
cause analysis and other trouble-shooting steps with an 
additional outlay of several hundred million yen. 


Japan\'s launching vehicles have also undergone a sea change. In 
the case of the H-2 rocket 

than 9096 of its componentry were domestic products. In the case 
of the H-2A 

30%. 


\"Launching vehicles need guidance systems and other 
technologies 

team. Endo goes on 

difficult to get them back.\" He notes that JAXA\'s contractors can 
no longer afford to develop technologies 

hand down their technical know-how. \"The way things are going 
he added 


(10) Editorial: Administrative surcharges leniency system 
effective to prevent bid-rigging practices 
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YOMIURI (Page 2) (Full) 
March 31 


It has already been demonstrated that the leniency system of 
administrative surcharges 

the Antimonopoly Law was revised 

rigging practices. 


The Fair Trade Commission (FTC) searched the offices of about 30 
companies 

Ishikawajima-Harima Heavy Industries Co. (IHI) 

they had rigged bids on floodgate public works projects. 


In addition 

bids on ventilating installation works for tunnels for which the 

former Metropolitan Expressway Public Co. and the government had 
placed orders. 
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The FTC detected the bid-rigging scam because offenders had 
voluntarily reported the cases to the fair trade watchdog in 
consideration of the surcharges leniency system. 


The characteristic of the system is that the FTC will exempt or 
reduce the amount of administrative surcharges if the offender 
voluntarily reports the case to the FTC. 


The FTC has introduced the system 
corporate crimes 
Europe. The system is similar to plea-bargaining. 


Business circles opposed the introduction of the system for it 

did not match the Japanese business culture 

appears to be recommending treachery as an act. Fortunately the 
system seems to have functioned well. 


For companies it must be a great shock because they might be 
reported to the FTC if they rig bids. 


Under such circumstance 

the offending companies are significant. They should realize that 
increasing their awareness of obeying the rules 

rigging bids 

than taking a high risk economically and socially by taking part 
in bid-rigging practices. 


Under the revised Antimonopoly Law 
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the administrative surcharges for the offenders was significantly 
raised. If major companies break the law 

percent 

are applied to repeat offenders. 


If the hikes in the surcharges sticks 

carrot for firms to put an end to bid-rigging practices. It can 

be said that the leniency system has begun to eliminate the \"bid- 
rigging culture." 


In construction circles where rigging bids is common 

five leading general construction companies have agreed to 
eliminate bid-rigging practices. General construction firms 
declared many times in the past their determination to put an end 
to bid-rigging practices 

promises. But executives of the construction industry say they 
will keep their promise this time. 


The perception that rigging bids is an unforgivable crime to 
waste tax money should be established in the construction 
industry. 


(11) Growing Japanese economy (Part 2): Promotion of efficiency 
increasing domestic productivity again 


NIHON KEIZAI (Page 1) (Full) 
March 30 


Aichi Steel Works 

Group 

special steel in Tokai City 

used to be used to assemble engine crankshafts 
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difficulty in obtaining the same quality of products as those 
made in Japan from overseas 

production capability by more than 20% by constructing the new 
plant at a cost of approximately 10 billion yen. When he visited 
the office of Toyota Motor Corporation 

executives: \"We would like to have the capability to be able to 
supply components on our own responsibility." 


Another member of the Toyota Group 
up a plan this February to construct a new engine-parts factory 
in Tomakomai City 


Although the construction machinery industry was careful about 
new large-scale investment 
Komatsu Ltd. 
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years 

a plant after a lapse of 19 years 

City 

the two countries will respond to increasing demands for 
construction machinery in North America and the Middle East. 


These companies are willing to Wmeet increasing demands in the 
world from a Japan that has superior technology 

Construction Machinery President Dazai. Many manufacturers were 
eager to shift production bases to China until recently 

of them are now planning to assemble high value-added products in 
Japan 

incomes increase first 

and then corporate performance eventually improves. 


Canon Inc. and Toshiba Corporation plan to build factories in 
Oita Prefecture. Such investment is estimated to create about 780 
billion yen worth of economic effects in the area. 


In the January - March period of 2007 

see their earnings reset its highest record for the fourth 

straight term. Many think-tanks estimate that capital investment 
for fiscal 2006 will increase by 5% t010%. 


In the past 

on the rise. But the contents of investments have changed. As 
many as 40% of companies surveyed said they planned to invest 
more than one-fourth of all new capital investments in improving 
the functions of their existing facilities account. 


Honda Motors has decided to build a new plant in Saitama 
Prefecture 

boost productivity by thoroughly making mass-production lines 
more effective. Honda President said: \"Unless we improve the 
functions of our domestic plants 

global competition. 


As a result of their streamlining efforts 

domestic productivity. According to Mizuho Research Institute 

net output per head - manpower productivity - dropped to an 
annualized 0.9% in the 1990s but recovered to 2.0% during the 
period 2002 through 2005. Chief economist Hiroshi Iwamoto said: 
\"The improvement is attributed to the increased efficiency of 
fund operations owing to the introduction of state-of-the-art 
production facilities." 


TOKYO 00001742 010 OF 010 


Many firms 
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difficulty in disposing of excessive production capacity. In the 
electrical machinery industry 

flat-screen TV sets 

increasing production capacity in the industry. Nikon managing 
director Kazuo Ushida said: \"It is difficult to judge if each 
firm\'s large-scale capital investment would create the state of 
over supply of flat-screen panels or be disposed of owing to 
growth in the TV market.\" 


If uncertainty looms over the future of the economy and should 
concerns about excessive plants and equipment appear again 
companies might become careful about new investment. 


What to be noted is the future behavior of the yen value\'s 
exchange rates. According to the Bank of Japan 

to major currencies has weakened after a lapse of 20 years. The 
weak yen has driven up exports 

build new plants. However 

difference in interest rates between Japan and the US contracts 
the yen would rapidly surge again. In such a case 

might be applied to the accelerated moves to construct new plants 
in Japan. 


The major premise for keeping the economy on a sustainable 
recovery track is the continued growth of capital investment. In 
order to survive global competition 

should assume an unstinting stance for capital investment in 
areas with potential. 


DONOVAN 
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solidarity and unity\" and \"there are no flashpoints for 

protest in the province 

fact that 

ethnicity from the Kinh (ethnic Vietnamese) 

considered a related branch of the majority ethnicity so 

there is less ethnic tension compared to other provinces. 
Most Muong take Kinh names and are not physically 
distinguishable from other Vietnamese. (Note: We have not 
heard of any ethnic issues arising in this province to date 
which tracks with the ChairmanYs comments. End note.) The 
Ambassador observed that this lack of ethnic tension puts 
Hoa Binh ahead of some other highland provinces in its plans 
for social and economic development 

education demands particular attention in majority ethnic 
minority areas. On a recent trip to Gia Lai province in the 
Central Highlands 

an ethnic family which did not value education at all 

because it was not \"traditional.\" None of the children had 
been to school and were now too old to be given the 
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opportunity of education. \"Their traditions had closed the 
door on their participation in development 


3. (SBU) As noted in reftels 

Thuc\'s approach to most issues was generally a stark 
contrast with the Hoa Binh Chairman\'s attitudes. However 
on ethnic minority issues 

attentive than his colleague. During his laborious opening 
presentation to the Ambassador on March 14 

the Son La dam project is one of the main priorities for PPC 
policy in this province of 900 

will displace many thousands of ethnic \"White\" Thai 
residents to other communities. (Note: The dam project 
management board originally estimated that at least 80 
people will have to be relocated by 2010 

number is much higher. End Note). The province has taken 
the lead to resettle 12 

than their original villages.\" Over dinner the following 
evening 

from the resettlement effort despite having to relocate so 
many people because the GVN has provided significant funding 
for new schools 

communities. The GVN will also give subsidies directly to 
each person resettled so villagers will be able to invest in 
their new communities. Son La will receive 100 million VND 
(USD 62 

amount of which will actually go to the villagers in cash. 
(Note: This equates to roughly USD 744 Million for the total 
resettlement project. End Note.) 


4. (SBU) Thuc acknowledged that resettlement of the 
reservoir basin will be difficult for some people because 

they are \"very familiar with their former places of 

residence\" and will need to get used to a new community. 
However 

to reassure people that their new homes will be sustainable. 
The first step is for villagers to dismantle their homes and 
community buildings. The province then transports the 
village to its new location. Villagers reassemble their 

homes and community buildings. Once the new community is 
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built 

\"owners\"; this land is then given to the villagers for 
farming. The villagers receive rice and money for two years 
to tide them over while their new lands are brought under 
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cultivation. The final phase of the project will include 
new training for the farmers to increase productivity. 


Phieng Bung Village 


5. (SBU) On March 14 

first resettled communities 

of Phieng Bung. The village is located off the main road 
between the Son La dam location and Son La town. It is 
reached by a new road 

across three or four miles of cultivated rice paddies and 
orchards. Phien Bung was built in the middle of a mango 
orchard with regular rows of mango trees interspersed with 
well-ordered 

incongruous. A one-room kindergarten and one-room 
elementary school are currently under construction in the 
village square. The village elder told tne Ambassador that 
Phieng Bung\'s 246 people began disassembling their sixty- 
five households in October 2005. Each person received 3 
million VND (USD 188) directly from the province for the 
move. Son La provided trucks for the movement. All houses 
in the new location have electricity. 


6. (SBU) The headman noted that the province has not yet 
provided land for the villagers to farm. They are surviving 
only on the rice and other foodstuffs they have been given 
by the province. People are generally happy in their new 
community 

some difficulty arising from the fact that the original 

owner of the mango trees planted throughout their community 
still owns and works the trees. Compensation and access 
issues have still to be worked out with the farmer. 
Provincial officials reassured him that all of these 
problems will be resolved by the end of March. 


Ethnic Minority Boarding School 


7. (SBU) Following the visit to the resettled village 
Ambassador visited the Son La Ethnic Minority Boarding 
School in Son La town. School Director Cam Van Nghiep 
explained that the school was established in 1956 as an 
institution to prepare select ethnic minority students for 
university or vocational training colleges. In its fifty 

year history 

from the school of whom forty percent attended university. 
There are currently 450 students enrolled in the schools 
three classes: grades 10-12. Six of the twenty-three 
teachers are V'considered excellent by provincial standards V" 
(i.e. 
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\"excellent by local standards!" (i.e. 

The school was renovated in 1994. It is situated on an 
island in the middle of a lake reached by a paved causeway. 
There are fifteen classrooms and fifty-two dormitory 
bedrooms that house eight students each. The school also 
boasts a science laboratory and a computer lab. The 
language of instruction is Vietnamese. The only foreign 
language taught in the school is English 

hopes to add Chinese and Russian. The annual school budget 
is about USD 150 


8. (SBU) Nghiep noted that the province covers all expenses 
for students. They are selected out of the best students 
from a number of ethnic minority middle schools across the 
province. Average age is fifteen years at selection but in 

a few cases 

These are usually special exceptions allowed for students 
drawn from smaller ethnic minority groups in more remote 
regions. Upon admission 

written agreement that they will obey the law and \"avoid 
social evils\" while enrolled. Students are drawn from all 
twelve of the major ethnic minority groups in the province 
but the school tries to encourage each individual to 
maintain their own ethnic identities. The school tends to 
favor admission of students from other groups besides the 
province\'s majority minority ethnic Thai. Nearly half of 

the student body is female 

trend. In 1990 

girls. None of the students profess any religion. The 
Ambassador encouraged the director to recruit some of the 
ethnic minority children from among the approximately 5 
Christians in the province. They deserve access to 
education as well non-believers and their identity is also 
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important 


9. (SBU) At the dinner with Chairman Thuc 

applauded Son La\'s efforts to educate ethnic minority 
students for positions of responsibility in the province. 

He was especially pleased to see so many girls attending the 
boarding school 

emphasized the importance of recruiting students from ethnic 
minority Christian communities so that all students share in 
the advanced opportunities the school offers. 


Comment 
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10. (SBU) Hoa Binh\'s ethnic minority majority population 
seems far better integrated than the Son La\'s people 

Hoa Binh does not face the huge potential problems created 
in Son La by the displacement of nearly one ninth of its 
residents by the Son La dam. The model resettled village 
was impressive 

up ofthe average displaced community 

repeat this effort at least 184 more times. Even in this 
pilot village 

address the hard problems created by its reestablishment. 
Each resettled community will force the PPC to decide who 
owns the land they live on 

previous owners 

village 

the GVN to resettle these people 

their displacement will almost assuredly be exacerbated by 
the corruption of officials charged with supervising their 
move. The PPC\'s focus on integrationist programs like the 
ethnic minority boarding school seems to reflect growing 
concerns about ethnic tension in the province. If they are 
able to expand the franchise of such programs beyond an 
elite set of ethnic minority individuals 

helping reduce ethnic unrest in Son La. End Comment. 


MARINE 
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observers do nat rule him out as a potential successor. 
Discussion also includes other possible contenders 

Dmitriy Kozak and Sergey Sobyanin appearing more frequently 
than previously. The general view is that all those 
considered even potential contenders face enough serious 
pitfalls to preclude confident predictions about who will 
ultimately grab the brass ring. Meanwhile 

working in overkill mode to neutralize any threats to its 
succession scenario 

Kasyanov. The preoccupation with succession politics 
attendant increase in infighting over politics and assets 
leaves less Kremlin time and energy for policymaking. END 
SUMMARY. 


2. (C) On November 14 Putin shook up the political scene 
with a major personnel reshuffle in the Presidential 
Administration (PA) and government (ref A). Over the past 
four months 

reference in discussions of the succession 

increasingly dominates the domestic political scene. 


Column 3 

3.(C) Most observers continue to see the November reshuffle 
as confirming Putin\'s commitment to step down at the end of 
his current term. In a meeting with the Ambassador 

Nickel owner Vladimir Potanin said Putin remains determined 
to leave office in 2008. Ekho Moskvy radio station head 
Aleksey Venediktov shared that view 

increasingly tired of the presidency. Venediktov believes 
Putin\'s heavy focus on energy issues reflects a plan to 
transition to a lucrative position in the energy sector once 

he departs the Kremlin 

for president again in 2012. (Note. The Constitution bans 
more than two successive terms as President 

ban a non-consecutive third term. End Note) Other scenarios 
-- all equally speculative -- continue to circulate about 

Putin\'s post-presidency plans. No one is entirely sure Putin 
will step down 

Aleksey Arbatov 

that Putin is tired of his position and predicting that Putin 

will find a way to stay on. 


4.(C) Dmitriy Medvedev was initially seen as the big winner 
inthe November reshuffle. By moving him from PA chief to 
First Deputy Prime Minister and above all by placing him in 
charge of the national priority projects 

motivated by a desire to give Medvedev a higher public 
profile and to increase his popularity as a way to lay the 
groundwork for presidential anointment. Over the last few 
months 

opportunity 

president-in-waiting. When PM Mikhail Fradkov has been away 
from Moscow 

and ensuring that the media covers his activities. A Center 
for Political Technologies (CPT) study noted that Medvedev 
has tried to adopt Putin\'s leadership style 

orders to Cabinet members to demonstrate that he is in 
charge 

With the trappings of office 

Medvedev attempted to \"look presidential when he recently 
welcomed visiting Energy Secretary Bodman to the Kremlin. 
(Olga Kryshtanovskaya 

politics 

appearances have left the impression of weakness and 
indecisiveness 

captured the \"presidential\" style that reminds viewers of 
Putin.) In meetings with the Ambassador 

very down-to-earth and focused on tangible progress on the 
national priority projects. 


5. (C) Heading the national projects initiative offers 
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Medvedev an opportunity to gain popularity 

pitfalls 

new bureaucracy emerging around the national projects 

well as dealing with the old one that is still addressing the 
four project areas 

unjustifiable delays. Potanin told the Ambassador that of 
the priority projects 

demonstrating significant progress. Some think Medvedev was 
put in charge of the national projects to limit corruption. 
Particularly for that reason 

the projects would be a serious failure 

himself were not accused of wrongdoing. The National 
Strategy Council\'s losif Dyskin 

contender Vladimir Yakunin 

scandals would emerge over the next few months 
Medvedev\'s reputation even though he would not be directly 
implicated in corruption. 


6.(C) Meanwhile 

infighting with potential rivals. Venediktov told us how ill 
feelings arose in the Kremlin when Medvedev decided that 
virtue of being First DPM 

staff as Fradkov. Seeking to spite Medvedev and deny him 
slots for some trusted staffers 

apparat 

related. Fradkov has also sought to hinder Medvedev by 
assigning him extraneous tasks that distract from his work on 
the national projects 

in charge of the campaign against avian flu 

little political gain if the disease doesn\'t spread -- but 

much room for blame in the event of a serious outbreak. 


7. (C) In another example of infighting 

that Boris Kovalchuk 

Yuriy Kovalchuk 

department in charge of the national projects. Federation 
Council member Vladimir Slutsker echoed to us the view of 
many observers that the decision to install a young and 
inexperienced person to head a key department was meant to 
undercut Medvedev. The older Kovalchuk was not necessarily 
opposed to Medvedev but simply wanted to have his son 
installed in an important -- and lucrative -- position 

according to Slutsker 

damage Medvedev. Venediktov 

though the appointment might not encourage efficiency 
Medvedev consciously accepted it to court Putin insiders such 
as the older Kovalchuk. 


8. (C) In sum 
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road ahead 

Potanin told tne Ambassador he thinks Medvedev will likely 
become PM 

succession would not necessarily follow. Venediktov believes 
Medvedev remains the front runner 

Putin may call early Duma elections to test Medvedev\'s 
political skills. 


9. (C) Although many thought he was advanced only into a 
\"fall-back\" position 

November reshuffle 

while he retained his position as Defense Minister. He has 
had some troubles since then 

beating over a brutal hazing incident in Chelyabinsk (ref B) 
and sparring with the Military ProsecutorYs Office. 

Venediktov told us that the extensive airing of the hazing 
story in the Russian media was clearly orchestrated by 
IvanowWs opponents. Observers believe Ivanov has fought back 
vigorously and effectively 

control of the military-industrial complex 

charge of the government commission that oversees that 
sector. Potanin told the Ambassador that Ivanov is smart and 
remains in contention. Our sense is that most other 
observers similarly do not rule him out. 


OTHER CONTENDERS 


10. (C) Given broad agreement that Medvedev and Sergey 
Ivanov could well falter 

potential contenders. Of late we have heard renewed 
discussion about Southern Federal District Presidential 
Representative (PolPred) Dmitriy Kozak. That may have been 
precipitated by press rumors 

by Kozak\'s supporters 

him as Justice Minister in the near future. Potanin told the 
Ambassador that Putin will bring Kozak back to Moscow before 
2008 

Aleksandr Machevskiy 

Presidential Envoy to the EU Sergey Yastrzhembskiy 

us recently that the Kremlin saw Kozak as having done a good 
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job in the North Caucasus under extremely difficult 
conditions 
had improved as a result. 


11. (C) We also have noted more talk recently about Sergey 
Sobyanin 
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head the Presidential Administration (PA) in the November 
reshuffle 

Although Venediktov downplayed Sobyanin\'s abilities in a 
conversation with the Ambassador last month (ref C) 

have told us he is performing well and will soon begin to 
assert himself in the PA. Some of our reformist economic 
contacts express pleasant surprise with Sobyanin\'s 
willingness to consider tough structural reforms and support 
the national priority projects. Potanin told the Ambassador 
that Sobyanin 

and warranted attention. Andrey Ryabov of the Institute of 
World Economy and International Relations told us Sobyanin 
was gaining strength in the PA and would soon begin to bring 
in officials from Siberia to take over mid-level PA slots 
currently dominated by St. Petersburgers. 


12. (C) Sobyanin\'s impact on the byzantine politics and 
power balance inside the PA 

succession 

growing influence will soon pose a threat to PA deputy head 
Vladislav Surkov. Putin chose Sobyanin to bolster the 
influence of regional leaders 

counter Surkov\'s Moscow-dominated approach. Slutsker also 
told us that Surkov\'s star is on the wane 

increasingly disappointed in him. Indeed 

the publication of Surkov\'s February speech to the United 
Russia party (ref E) was aimed at least in part to shore up 
his position. 


13. (C) Russian Railroads CEO Vladimir Yakunin 

friend of Putin 

continues to be seen by many observers as in the running. 
Dyskin 

a low profile at present to avoid being attacked by 
opponents. At the same time 

the railroads to build wide regional support and demonstrate 
managerial expertise. Dyskin suggested that Yakunin\'s camp 
was discreetly helping undercut potential rivals 

by helping to develop plans to set off a corruption scandal 
involving the national projects that would harm Medvedev. 


14. (C) The candiates mentioned above do not necessarily 
exhaust the range of possibilities. Kryshtanovskya continues 
to predict that still other names (e.g. 

government apparat Sergey Naryshkin) will be surfaced as the 
process moves forward. 


NEUTRALIZING THE OUTSIDE OPPOSITION 


15. (SBU) Even as the maneuvering among political insiders 
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picks up steam 

recent months in neutralizing outsiders perceived as at least 
potential threats to secure Kremlin management of the 
succession process. Most recently 

congress on March 25 

party\'s top leader 

Rogozin explained his move as a result of Kremlin-driven 
intrigues 

most accounts 

2003 to drain votes away from the Communist Party in Duma 
elections -- had become too popular and was trying to become 
independent of his original Kremlin sponsors. That 
precipitated the Rodina\'s removal from the ballot in the 
Moscow city elections and in seven of eight regional 
legislative elections on March 12 

that the Kremlin would paralyze Rodina unless Rogozin stepped 
down. According to a CPT analysis 

a more manageable figure 

continue functioning now that it no longer represents a 
serious political threat. 


16. (C) At the same time 

various fronts to counter the efforts of former PM Mikhail 
Kasyanov to mount a presidential bid. Most recently 

by all accounts the Kremlin that engineered Kasyanov\'s 

failure to take over the Democratic Party of Russia (DPR) 
helping forestall the already remote chance that the 
democratic camp as a whole would fall in behind the former PM 
(ref D). Indeed 

prospects of uniting behind anyone. That wound appears to be 
largely self-inflicted 

Forces (SPS) far from showing signs of unifying despite 
cooperation in the most recent round of regional elections. 

The Kremlin 
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contributing to the continued disunity 

speculating to us 

Bogdanov had been instructed by the Kremlin to promote a 
unification within the democratic camp but without any big 
names. 


COMMENT 


17. (C) The succession process is now fully underway 

in an early stage. The current focus remains on the two 
figures seen to have gained from the November reshuffle 
the prospects of both remain highly uncertain. For that 
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reason 

list of perceived candidates is likely to change with some 
frequency. Although reforms and policy initiatives 
considered or proposed in the period ahead may have substance 
in their own right 

prism of the succession 

primarily with an eye to their anticipated impact (positive 

or negative) on contenders for succession. Security Council 
head Igor Ivanov may have captured the situation best in a 
side conversation with the Ambassador when he said the 
Kremlin\'s preoccupation with 2007-08 distracts it from 
pursuing policies on their own terms. While focusing on the 
impact of their actions on potential contenders in the 
succession 

their own nests while they know they are in a position to do 
so. And 

will not get better in the period ahead. 

BURNS 
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with the desires of the GoL) 

really quite vague) \"pro-poor growth!" 

development" 

There is to be more care for consultation with development 
partners and donors 

intended to be: \"mindful of risks 

a higher growth and socio-economic development trajectory 
that is sustainable 

options for future generations\". Some observers felt 
justified in questioning whether there will be significant 
changes. 


3. (SBU) The meeting was a useful venue for some frank talk 
but had schizophrenic aspects 

off with an upbeat if somewhat fey overview. His 

presentation was well crafted and collegial 

coordination and soliciting input and critique 

items that gave his interlocutors considerable pause. Among 
them 

because: 

A - Poverty rates are falling (that is happening only in a 

few areas). 

B - There has been progress on Millennium Development Goals 
(but not on non-income MDGs - ¡.e. on the governance-related 
ones). 

C - There is robust GDP growth among vibrant regional 
economies (strong neighboring economies and rampant 
extractive resource exploitation are producing a simulacrum 

of GDP growth). 

D - FDI inflows are increasing (mostly from China - Laos 
remains one of the most difficult places in the world to 
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invest and do business). 

E - Decision making has devolved to provinces and villages 
(Any real decision must still go to the top of the politburo 

for consideration 

fashion show in Vientiane?\"). 

F - There has been improvement in core governance areas such 
as rule of law 

service reforms 

untrue - all of it). 

The ADB Resrep also cited some \"country risks in Laos 
merely implied that governance in Laos is not up to snuff 

and certainly did not spell out that the GoL 

recipient of so much aid 

purpose of the oddly upbeat presentation from the Resrep was 
to forestall counterblasts from the assembled donors and NGOs 
in front of his official visitors from ADB Manila 

work. 


Collared 

4. (SBU) The core message was yet to come. The Resrep was 
followed by his ADB visitors 

begin to lend to Laos according to a \"collar\" of 
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performance-based standards 

countries. The reason: Laos has not performed as promised. 
ADB is now obligated by its own guidelines to impose some 
limits on its program funding in Laos 

toe the mark in reforms over the past 15 years. This collar 
may or may nat result in real reductions on grants (cutbacks 
of approximately 50 percent were mentioned). Eighteen 
criteria with reference to financial management 
transparency 

into play whenever a program for Laos comes into 
consideration. The GoL is utterly remiss in all these areas 
and this is the very rock on which the IMF poverty reduction 
program in Laos foundered. 


ADB does some good stuff here 

5. (C) ADB comes in for a lot of criticism 

undeserved. They are faulted by donors for throwing too much 
money in too many directions 

done with it very closely. The Japanese Embassy in Vientiane 
(ironically 

donorship) opines that ADB Manila is preoccupied with its 
programs in China 

economies 
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its programming in tiny Laos. The result is loose 
programming 

control. The Japanese therefore now require that each 
program be explained to them individually by ADB 
representatives 

ADB-funded development schemes have gone seriously awry right 
from the conceptual get-go 

plantation in the north of the country - a large part of 

which is fast becoming a Chinese 

commercial rubber plantation zone in which the forests have 
disappeared and the traditional livelihoods and access rights 
of villagers are shoved aside. 


6. (C) However 

Just as there would be no health care to speak of in Laos 

without the Global Fund 

development to speak of without Japanese and ADB largesse. 
Infant mortality has dropped 

(though with no educational system or job market to receive 

all the young people) 

kinds of infrastructure. The rural electrification effort 

ADB has mounted over the past decade has been a fine example 
of how development ought to work. 


But it costs a lot... 

7. (C) ....so maybe the multilateral donors who fund ADB 

in order to promote economic growth and free market reforms 
should get some such reforms in exchange. The average ADB 
loan in Laos is $11 million. For the period between 1995 and 
2005 alone 

kicked in during 2005) 

for broader 

Laos 

20 percent to urban water supply and sanitation 

to energy-related projects 

natural resource exploitation 

and trade development 

health and nutrition. ADB prides itself on the degree to 

which its programs dovetail with the GoL\'s 5-year development 
plan and its 20-year plan for poverty reduction. The former 

is a Communist Party document that only this year 

first time 

goals 

being graven in stone. The latter is a wholly donor-made and 
donor-driven document intended to justify largesse 

deficient in proposals to develop private enterprise and a 

free economy. This year (also a first) the donorVs poverty 
reduction plan was at least mentioned in the draft 5-year 

plan. 
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Is more aid the solution? 

8. (C) Despite two generations of aid from successive 
congeries of donors (American 

international) 

one does not belong to the political elite. Although GoL 
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ministers and officials with salaries of less that 75 dollars 

per month sport villas and cars worthy of Monte Carlo 

per capita is still officially less than $400 (probably a lot 

less - GoL figures have a good deal of wish fulfillment to 
them). Debt amounts to 80 percent of GDP. Unemployment is 
epidemic 

the investment climate is among the least hospitable in the 
world. The tiny banking sector is opaque and remains an 
non-performing loan (NPL) factory for SOEs and other forms of 
crony lending 


9. (C) It's no accident that these economic ills are not 
addressed. There is almost no rule of law or basic human 
freedom in Laos 

and ideologically hidebound ministry that uses ADB money to 
build a grandiose but unnecessary new ministry building while 
rural children sit on logs and try to remember what a teacher 
looked like. Any motion on the part of the GoL 

insignificant 

treat even stonewalling as cause for guarded optimism. 
Almost every donor publication that discusses the economy 
touts the GoLYs New Economic Mechanism (NEM) of the mid-1980s 
as a turning point toward a brighter future. In fact 

NEM is almost identical to the New Economic Policy (NEP) 
installed by Lenin in the nascent USSR in 1921 

that the regime in Laos thinks it has plenty of time to hold 

the outside world at arm\'s length. 


Whose fault is this? 

10. (C) Itis a commonplace among foreign representatives in 
Vientiane that Laos has donors and foreign NGOs (indigenous 
NGOs are forbidden) 

simple reason for that - by bankrolling the government here 
donors insulate it from pressures to change. Now that the 
Chinese are in the investment and aid games with both feet 
it may be that a 15-year opportunity to elicit reforms in 
exchange for aid and budget support (since the collapsing 
Soviets withdrew their aid) is lost. Whether that is the 

case or not 

stock-taking. Reftel recounted the GoL\'s sorry record in 
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living up to its obligations under International Financial 
Institution programs 

displaying about it. 


11. (C) In fact 

The several IFls have different corporate cultures 

singly or collectively they have never held the host 
governmentVs feet to the fire when one of their supposedly 
interlocking programs is thwarted. In Laos 

(IMF 

most often openly critical of the GoL 

egregiously prepared to overlook poor performance in the 
interests of uninterrupted disbursement. 


12. (C) Comment: It is a great pity that a half-century of 

aid and the GoL\'s manifest dependence on it has not been 
translated into leverage for reform. This has not happened 
because neither the Japanese (the largest bilateral donor) 
nor ADB (the largest multilateral) have a sense of what such 
a fulcrum might be used for. Now that ADB is claiming to be 
re-thinking development priorities 

be reversed. Health 

(provided there is a heavy ration of curriculum reform) are 
morally unambiguous and do nat directly benefit a bankrupt 
corrupt 

development is likewise a potentially productive way to go 
especially in that it may result in something akin to a civil 
society - or at least an interest group not entirely under 

the thumb of the Communist Party. These worthy things have 
had the short end of the ADB development stick heretofore 
and the vague promise that they will now be given greater 
weight should be lived up to. In contrast 

development 

the regime as a badge of all they have done to develop the 
country 

remaining in power. Such large construction projects are 
also most readily tuned to the purposes of corrupt GoL 
contracting patronage networks. Donors who wring their hands 
quietly over human rights abuses 

reform much of anything 
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regime like this one is to be complicit in its career. 
HASLACH 
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made regarding their complaints. Government of East Timor 
(GOET) officials are unsympathetic 

the need to address the FDTL\'s institutional issues. End 


Column 3 
summary. 


2. (U) As reported in reftel D 

primarily intimidation and property destruction (mostly rock 
throwing) occurred late last week and over the weekend in 
several Dili neighborhoods. The incidents appear to have been 
primarily carried out by members of martial arts groups using 
increased publicity regarding tensions between people from the 
eastern and western areas of East Timor as a pretext for their 
actions. The incidents 

rumors about impending violence that they sparked 

throughout the city and in some districts. However 

were reduced significantly during the week 

due to widespread police patrols 

has died down allowing a return to normality. 


3. (U) The incidents and related rumors had prompted a number of 
people to take temporary shelter away from their homes in the 
affected neighborhoods. As of today 

indicate that the vast majority of Dili residents have returned 

to their homes 

sustained damage rendering them uninhabitable. Embassy staff 
who had taken in family and friends 

now returned home. A Catholic Church compound that was housing 
approximately 200 people earlier in the week now only has a few 
families left. 


4. (U) In numerous conversations throughout the week 

sources have been unanimous in characterizing the disturbances 
around Dili as the work of martial arts groups 

the larger groups 

The general view is that this was not an orchestrated effort 

but rather the work of a number of the group's members using the 
pretext for their own personal motives 

etc. 


5. (U) In an apparently impromptu speech Thursday morning (March 
30) 

and blasted the international press for \"irresponsible 

alarmist 

events. Singled out in his criticisms were Agence France Press 
ABC (Australia) 

also targeted the media development organization 

whose international director had been quoted in several of the 
international stories 

(N.B. Although the international director of Internews in Dili 
was quoted in inaccurate stories 

inaccurate and he does not appear to be the source for the 
inaccuracies.) While Ramos Horta\'s outburst was the most 
sharp-edged of official responses to date by far 

the overall Government of East Timor (GOET) view that the 
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incidents were not a major source of concern and that they had 
been blown far out of proportion. 


6. (U) Meanwhile 

actively gathering or making any plans since Monday. According 
to the Lieutenant Salsinha who has been acting as their leader 

so far 

that many have returned to their homes in the districts. He 

also expressed great frustration and said that he and the other 
dismissed soldiers are \"feeling very sad\" because \"some people 
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are accusing them of creating instability.\" The group 
apparently has no plan formed at this point regarding any next 
steps. 


7. (SBU) GOET officials 

to publicly support the decision to dismiss the 591 striking 
soldiers. However 

by Embassy sources 

State Administration Anna Pessoa (who is very close to Prime 
Minister Mari Alkatiri) have both separately remarked on the 
need to address the institutional issues within the military 

that led to the strike of over one third of the force. Both 

also reportedly are planning to establish special commissions to 
address the long-term institutional issues. 

SHIRATORI 
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support for Ocalan 

Van. Security forces intervened in the unauthorized 
demonstration. A police officer has reportedly been wounded. A 
group of people also held a half-an-hour demonstration in 
Sanliurfa which ended peacefully. Cobra helicopters from the 
Tunceli Jandarma Command allegedly made a show 

out of joy\" 

skies of the Tunceli province. Their flight reportedly lasted 
half-an-hour 

calling on people in Diyarbakir 

down 

concrete steps in the path to resolving the Kurdish issue. DTP 
also called on the security forces to remain within the 
boundaries of rule of law. DTP Co-Chairpersons Aysel Tugluk and 
Ahmet Turk told people to keep their reactions within the limits 
of democratic bounds. Co-chairpersons also called on the 
government to probe the killing of 14 guerillas in military 
operations. Chairpersons claimed that prosecutors 

activists 

responsibility in probing the allegations of the use of chemical 
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weapons during the March 24 military operation. Diyarbakir 
Mayor Osman Baydemir made an announcement together with DTP 
provincial chairperson 

municipality assembly members in front of the Municipality 
Theater Hall 

of a democratic and common sense attitude to address the issue. 
Oppressive responses concentrating on the security perspective 
would do no good in resolving the Kurdish issue. According to 
Baydemir 

wounded as a result of gunfire in the province 

people were at the brink of losing their lives. Baydemir 

further said that many businesses and common public areas in the 
province have been damaged. Baydemir made a call firstly to the 
government 

issue with common-sense and urgently undertake responsibility to 
address the problem. Evrensel daily noted that Baydemir also 
paid visits to the wounded people at the hospitals. Ozgur 
Gundem daily noted that KNK (Kurdistan National Congress) has 
made a call to Europe to take action against alleged inhuman war 
methods and weapons used in the military operation that killed 

14 guerillas. Hurriyet daily noted Diyarbakir Governor\'s Office 

as announcing the death toll as three. 120 demonstrators and 
130 security officers made up a total of 250 people as wounded 
during the incidents. 200 people have reportedly been arrested. 
Deputy national security director and chief of anti-terror 

branch reportedly went to Diyarbakir yesterday night. People 
fearing that their property might be damaged during the 

incidents 

despite provincial Deputy Security Director\'s attempts at the 

site of businesses to convince tradesmen to open their shops. 
Deputy Security Director made announcements on police radio to 
police officers to avoid using firearms unless circumstances 
oblige them to do so. Hurriyet 

noted that children were placed in the front rows in protests 
against the police who took intense security measures. 
Abdulkadir Aksu Minister of Interior reportedly made a written 
announcement and reminded that demonstrators attacked security 
forces with stones 

attempted to intervene. Aksu made a call to people and 
cautioned them to resist incitements that aimed to disrupt the 
unity and solidarity of the people in the country. Hurriyet and 
Cumhuriyet dailies noted that Murat Avcu 

chairperson 

their businesses after a visit he (Aksu) made to the 16-year-old 
wounded boy atthe hospital. Avci reportedly confirmed his call 

to people and further added that it was natural for people to 
display their reactions in a democratic way. Cumhuriyet and 
Zaman dailies noted that Diyarbakir Mayor Osman Baydemir 
Governor Ahmet Aydin 

and Diyarbakir Bar Association Chairperson Sezgin Tanrikulu met 
with demonstrators and made a call to people to end their 
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demonstrations. Baydemir reportedly thanked demonstrators for 
their courage and for demands they have placed. Baydemir 
further noted that if tension continued 

province and its people. Baydemir said 

date 

people among the demonstrators shouted pro-PKK slogans during 
Baydemir\'s talk. People reportedly dispersed after Baydemir\'s 
talk. Diyarbakir deputies from AKP 

made a joint announcement and made a call to people to show 
common sense. Zaman daily claimed that DTP has instigated 
demonstrators into action in the first place 

defuse tension later. 
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ZAMAN / RADIKAL / SABAH / YENIS SAFAK: Bulent Arinc 
President of the Turkish Parliament 

a crime by instigating people into action through its 
broadcasts. Namik Tan 

Affairs 

evidences on how Roj TV broadcasts were inciting people to 
engage in terrorist activities had already been sent to 
authorities in countries where Roj TV was granted broadcasting 
license. \"We are now expecting that judicial procedures 
regarding our concerns be finalized soon 

journalists. 


HURRIYET ONLINE / CUMHURIYET: CHP Leader Deniz Baykal said that 
they were gravely worried over the recent developments taking 

place in the southeastern region. Baykal viciously criticized 

the government and said that while the flags of the terrorist 

organization were being waved 

Ocalan as a hero 

borders from the smugglers; but the government was unfortunately 

only watching what had been happening to date. Baykal 

forewarned that these developments would lead to further grave 

situations for Turkey. 


CUMHURIYET: The daily claimed that the PKK was aiming to provoke 
and push people into a course of action such as \"intifada.\" By 

means of such an intifada 

with the security forces to finally achieve the goal of 

liberating Abdullah Ocalan. The terrorist organization is 

reportedly encouraging people to embrace and take possession of 

the dead terrorists only to create an image that people were 

actually embracing the PKK/Kongra-Gel. 


CUMHURIYET: Report of the administrative investigation started 
against Ferhat Sarikaya 
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Semdinli indictment 

Council of Judges and Prosecutors. The report would be 
discussed at today\'s meeting if the council received it today 
(see press summary 03/27). 


CUMHURIYET / RADIKAL / SABAH / YENI SAFAK: Delegation 
comprised of members of Turkish parliamentary commission probing 
Semdinli case conducted studies today at Hakkari\'s Yuksekova 
district. Chairperson of the delegation 

dismissed allegations that delegation had to see officers Ali 

Kaya and Ozcan Ildeniz at Van\'s Court Hall when the delegation 
was not allowed to the military jail where officers were held 

under arrest. Radikal daily claims that military circles have 

kept a cold stance and attitude against commission members 
during the recent trip of the commission to the region 
commission members were allegedly disturbed because of the 
intense security measures implemented. One of the commission 
members allegedly complained that they were even escorted by 
police officers as they were going to the bathroom. Commission 
members recorded and videotaped all the meetings made with 
people at the Yuksekova Subgovernor\'s Office. People in 
Yuksekova reportedly told commission members that authorities 
should penalize perpetrators of the incidents instead of 

accusing the prosecutor (Ferhat Sarikaya) 

daily. 

REID 
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masterminds were still free. The commission called on law 
enforcement to ensure the safety of those arrested and asked 
the Interior Minister and General Procurator to question 
Sarsenbaiuly\'s political opponents 

Nazarbayeva 

Mazhilis deputy; her husband 

former KNB deputy Rakhat Aliyev; presidential nephew and 
vice president of the national railroad company 

Satybaldy; as well as Eurasia group oligarchs Aleksandr 
Mashkevich 

commission also made these demands in an open letter 
addressed to General Procurator Rashid Tusupbekov and 
Interior Minister Baurzhan Mukhamedzhanov in the February 23 
edition of FJKYs weekly newspaper 


4. (U) On February 23 

Utembayev was arrested and charged with ordering the 
murders. The same day 

conference 

the resignation of Utembayev\'s boss 

Abykayev 

command 
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investigation.\" Tuyakbay also said Utembayev was not 
capable of planning such a V'monstrous crime\" alone. FJK 
general secretary Tulegen Zhukeyev again urged law 
enforcement to ensure the safety of those arrested 

their lives were in danger. (Abykayev responded in a Senate 
press release published February 25 in pro-government and 
official media; he said he had no influence over law 
enforcement\'s conduct of the investigation.) 


5. (U) Tuyakbay\'s and Zhukeyev\'s comments made the February 
23 primetime TV news on centrist 

Channel 31 

24 edition of pro-government tabloid Karavan 

highest circulation weekly (220 

time that comment from opposition press conferences was 
reported by any television stations since the murder. 
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Coverage by KTK and Karavan was surprising 
reputedly owned by Nazarbayev son-in-law Rakhat Aliyev. 


6. (U) The same Channel 31 news program included a report 
about the difficulty of obtaining information about the case 
and journalists having to rely on information \"leaked\" to 
Internet sources. In introducing the segment 

said 

situation. These days 

of the Altynbek Sarsenbaiuly case is being reported ahead of 
official reports 

sources only confirm what comes out unofficially.\" The 
video showed unidentified opposition members crowded at the 
entrance to the studios of the official broadcaster Khabar 
with the narrator commenting: \"It\'s not clear what\'s going 
on 

a letter to management. Some opposition members are here 
trying to get full and complete coverage with all the 

details of the murder.\" The segment concluded with the 
comment 

professional obligations and are instead becoming political 
tools.\" 


Sarsenbaiuly Murder First Salvo in \"War of Succession\"? 


7. (U) In a February 24 article published in the opposition 
weekly Prava. Ekonomika. Politika. Kul\'tura. (formerly 
Respublika) 

Sarsenbaiuly\'s murder was the beginning of a struggle 
between political forces vying to succeed President 
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Nazarbayev. On February 28 

from Russian newspapers on the theme 

Novostey. The Vremya Novostey article claimed that Rakhat 
Aliyev was behind the murder 

KNB in order to oust his rival Abykayev and thus \"clear his 
way to the top.\" The February 23 issue of FJK\'s weekly Aina 
Plus (formerly Zhuma Times) carried an interview with a 
retired KNB colonel 

investigation and claimed Aliyev actually witnessed the 
shooting. 


Communist Party Leader Calls for State Commission 


8. (U) On March 3 

Communist Party leader Serikbolsyn Abdildin to President 
Nazarbayev in which he called for a national commission 
comprised of representatives from the KNB 

Procuracy 

Public Investigation Commission \"to ensure an open 
investigative process.\" He also said independent observers 
doctors 

speak with Utembayev. 


Nazarbayeva Takes Up Opposition\'s Causes in Husband\'s Media 


9. (SBU) In an unprecedented move 

daughter Nazarbayeva took up many of the same points made by 
the opposition in the official news agency Kazakhstan Today 
as well as her husband's tabloid outlets KTK TV and the 
Karavan newspaper. In a statement to Kazakhstan Today on 
February 23 

responsible. In the next day's Karavan 

murder was an attempt to discredit the president and to show 
he was incapable of maintaining stability. In the March 3 
issue of Karavan 

who tried to implicate \"close relatives of the president" in 

the murder. In her March 10 Karavan article 

Abykayev\'s resignation - repeating FJK\'s February 23 appeal 
- and questioned whether oppositionist Zamanbek Nurkadilov 
committed suicide. In yet another article on March 17 

called for an open and transparent investigation into the 
murders. (Abykayev responded during a pull aside March 23 
with journalists at the Parliament 

Nazarbayeva\'s statements \"emotional 

intention of stepping down while the head of state still had 
confidence in him.) 
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Aliyev Threatens Legal Action Against Detractors 


10. (U) Aliyev 

role in Sarsenbaiuly\'s murder 

on the progressive news Web site www.mizinov.net 

he said that lately several print and Internet media outlets 

had \"staged a whisper campaign" accusing him and other well 
known people of having been allegedly involved in 
Sarsenbaiuly\'s assassination. Aliyev said his lawyers were 
working on lawsuits against the author of the libel and 

that 

committing serious crimes are prosecuted by law.\" 


Otan Parliamentarian Doubts Official Versions 


11. (U) In a series of statements published in the 
progressive news Web site mizinov.net and the progressive 
weekly Vremya newspaper (circulation 180 
Abdrakhmanov 

head of the Mazhilis International Affairs 

Security Committee 

suicide and Utembayew\'s role and motive in the Sarsenbaiuly 
murder. On March 2 

statement Abdrakhmanov addressed to the president 

he called for the president \"to be closer to the people and 
closer to the truth because no one believes the official 
versions [of Nurkadilov\'s suicide and Sarsenbaiuly\'s 
murder]. The trouble is 

bloody crimes will continue to take place in the future.\" 

In an interview with Vremya March 9 

back from a total denunciation of the Sarsenbaiuly 
investigation and said vaguely that after \"very serious 
meetings\" March 6 with officials involved in the 
Sarsenbaiuly murder investigation 

supporting the official version\" without specifying which 
ones. He said he still had doubts about Utembayev and 
Nurkadilov. 


12. (SBU) In a conversation with the Ambassador on March 30 
Abdrakhmanov said that his main reason for speaking out was 
the unconvincing and non-transparent manner in which the 
authorities were making announcements about the 
investigation. He expressed gratitude for the FBI\'s 
involvement 

Kazakhstani public had greater confidence in the FBI than 
their own law enforcement. He said he had spoken to the 
President about his concerns 
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down. In the meantime 
trying to interrogate him 
and not legally justified. 


Patriots Party Leader: One Man Has Too Much Power 


13. (U) In his March 9 interview with Vremya 

chairman Gani Kasymov said Sarsenbaiuly\'s murder was 
possible because of a \"lack of checks and balances\" and \"a 
super concentration of power in one person\'s hands.\" Inan 
apparent reference to Utembayev\'s confession 

the investigation reminded him of 1937 

the queen of proof.\" In rambling 

questions 

CITIZENS? Why are special forces urged to protect 
Kazakhstan from Al Qaeda and other terrorists 
Kazakhstanis? Why are state funds being spent to constantly 
shadow opposition leaders if it is against the law? When 

will it [the National Democratization Commission] finally 

start working?\" (Note: the first meeting of the National 
Democratization Commission took place on March 24 
chaired by President Nazarbayev.) 


14. (SBU) COMMENT: In the weeks since the Sarsenbaiuly 
murder 

Kazakhstan 

political struggle play itself out in the media. As one 
informed observer of the local political scene commented to 
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us recently 

all the battles that usually take place out of sight are now 
in public view.\" If this debate serves to increase public 
demand for independent reporting and open debate 

will be at least one positive result from the death of an 
outspoken advocate for media freedom. END COMMENT. 


Ordway 
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SLM-Minni declined to respond to the AU questionnaire on 
venue and mandate for the DDD. JEM\'s response was more 
ordered than SLM 

reconciliation and support from all tribes 

of Darfur for the Abuja agreement. They insist that the DDD 
does not re-open decisions made at Abuja and emphasize that 
the DDD be used to settle long-standing 
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the conflict 

acknowledged that the GOS should be included in the DDD 
not organizational responsibility. Delegates from both 
movements argued that all GOS representatives to the DDD 
should be from Darfur and \"not delegates here now αἱ Abuja\". 
SLM-Abdelwahid asked for a delay to prepare its response 
which is expected March 31 after which 

prepare a formal paper for further discussion. The AU 
mediation feels it needs to be on the table prior to the 
presentation of the comprehensive peace agreement draft. 


COMMENT 


8. (SBU) Two hurdles must be jumped in the next week to 
keep the talks on track for a possible conclusion before the 
end of April. First 

partners who had previously backed the idea of an enhanced 
humanitarian cease-fire\" as an intermediate step must be 
persuaded to support a full security arrangements text. The 
parties now prefer a full text. Second 

full package on the table and to open an initial discussion 

to make evident what issues remain to be resolved. USDEL has 
pointed out to international partners that 

agreement this month 

complicated. 

CAMPBELL 
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appropriate. Suwat said he worried that the visit would 

strain Thai-Burmese relations and give prominence to the Shan 
that the Thai government did not want. At the same time 
acknowledged the importance of acting in accord with 
humanitarian principles and noted that the RTG turns a blind eye 
toward the assistance provided the Shan by NGOs. 


3. (SBU) After assuring Gov. Suwat that he did not intend the 
visit to be a media event 

permission to travel to an RTA border outpost located 1.5 
kilometers from Goong Jor and meet with Swan Women\'s Action 
Network (SWAN) member Charm Tong 

issues with President Bush at the White House last October 
other Shan representatives. Col. Suthad Charumanee 

Shan and RTA 7th Infantry Regiment commander 

delegation along with several members of his staff to the border 
post. 


4. (SBU) The 600 Shan have been living in the makeshift Goong 
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Jor camp since 2002 

Peace and Development Council (SPDC) and the Shan State 
Army-South (SSA-S) drove the residents of four small villages 
across the border into Thailand (reftel). The RTG has not given 
official refugee status to the Shan because of what Thai 
officials call the close ethnic 

relationship between the Thai and Shan peoples. With these 
close ties 

Thai society and refugee camps could be used to perpetuate armed 
conflict inside Burma. The Thai also worry about the pull 

factor and say the Shan in practice are allowed to enter 
Thailand when fleeing fighting. Without official refugee 

status 

to labor exploitation and political mistreatment 

international aid organizations face more barriers to 

distributing food and medical assistance. While there are no 
precise statistics on the Shan in Thailand 

to be in the hundreds of thousands. Some have lived in Thailand 
for many years 

fled fighting or persecution in Burma. 


5. (SBU) Col. Suthad and Gov. Suwat assured the Ambassador that 
the RTG would not forcefully move the 600 Shan away from their 
current location. Instead 

voluntarily move to a less accessible location a few kilometers 
away 

with more fertile soil. This area is across the border from 

SSA-S occupied territory in Burma; the Thais hope that the Shan 
will eventually cross back into Burma to the SSA-S controlled 
area. In the event of an SPDC attack 

refuge at the Doi Dam location 

across the border as needed. Col. Suthad said he understood the 
refugees concerns but that their leaders had refused to fully 
listen to the RTG\'s proposals. 


6. (SBU) Later 

members and refugee representatives told Ambassador Boyce that 
the Thai proposals were less than ideal and did not address 

their educational and health needs. From their current 

location 

schools in two nearby towns; it would be more difficult to do so 
from the remote Doi Dam area and educational opportunities 
inside Burma are nearly non-existent. RTG officials responded 


CHIANG MAI 00000059 002.2 OF 002 


that children could be allowed to board at their current schools 
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but that such details had yet to be worked out. Both sides also 
disagreed over the quality of access roads to Doi Dam during the 
rainy season. 


7. (SBU) Refugee representatives said they see a return to 
Burma 

no desire to give the appearance that they have aligned 
themselves with Shan rebel forces. Although there has been no 
recent major violence between SSA-S and SPDC forces 

leaders said the risk of landmines or attacks from the SPDC and 
United Wa State Army was still too high to return to their 
homeland. Shan leaders said they were unlikely to accept offers 
to relocate. 


8. (SBU) A handful of NGOs 

ethnic Karen and Karenni refugee camps along the Thai-Burma 
border 

and medical supplies. The Ambassador told the Shan that the USG 
would look into getting NGOs better access to the group and 
possibly dedicating some USAID funds for the refugees through 
Shan community-based organizations. USAID\'s U.S. NGO partners 
have begun discussions with these groups regarding possible 
assistance to strengthen access to health and education services 
and anticipate beginning to award sub-grants and providing 
targeted technical support as early as May 2006. The Ambassador 
encouraged the Shan to listen to the RTG proposals and consider 
them carefully and added that he would convey their concerns 
about access to humanitarian aid to the Thai government and 

other interested parties. The Ambassador stressed 

that any move of the Goong Jor group would have to be voluntary. 


9. (SBU) To underline U.S. interest in the Shan situation 

March 24 the Ambassador briefed NSC chief Gen. Winai Phattiyakul 
on the trip. Ambassador said the current situation seemed 
satisfactory and emphasized that anything the RTG asks the Goong 
Jor group to do should be voluntary. Winai commented that the 
Ambassador was the first envoy from any country to visit the 

Goong Jor area. 


10. (SBU) Comment: The Chiang Mai Provincial Office confirmed 
that the last-minute decision to stop the Ambassador from 

visiting Goong Jor was made by Gov. Suwat 

consultation with colleagues at the Ministry of Interior. The 

ΜΟΙ 

issue low-profile and Gov. Suwat reportedly wanted to avoid any 
publicity that might damage the Thaksin government in the 
lead-up to the election. The high level of attention the USG 
decided to give to the Shan refugees struck a particularly 
sensitive nerve in this context. While the Thai military\'s 
proposed temporary solutions are not ideal for the Shan 
Ambassador\'s demonstration of USG interest should help prevent 
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any drastic actions that will affect this group and open the 
door for greater access for humanitarian aid. Shan leaders 
expressed their appreciation for tne Ambassador\'s trip 
they regarded as extremely helpful. 

CAMP 
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process. South Africa plans to put corruption issues high on 
ESAAMLG\'s agenda for its next meeting. End Summary. 


Eastern and Southern African AML/CFT Commitment 


2. (SBU) During the first ever Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) Plenary held in Africa 

Africa Anti-Money Laundering Group (ESAAMLG) expressed its 
commitment to Anti-Money Laundering/Counter Financing of 
Terrorism (AML/CFT). South Africa 

the global AML/CFT organization 

members to observe the February 12-17 meetings in Cape Town 
in efforts to strengthen ESAAMLG ties to the international 
AML/CFT community. The Zambian Deputy Minister of Finance 
Kapambwe Simbao 

laundering and terrorism finance were global problems 

illustrated by the bombings of U.S. embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania 

Zambia. Simbao made an appeal to FATF-member countries for 
capacity-building assistance in strengthening ESAAMLG\'s 
AML/CFT regimes. 


SAG Criticizes Western Dominance 


3. (SBU) Throughout the week 

(SAG) criticized developed countries for dominating the FATF 
and elaborated on developing country challenges in complying 
with FATF standards. In his brief remarks to the plenary 
Finance Minister Trevor Manuel encouraged the FATF to work 
outside the comfort zone" of current membership and think 
about the challenges facing developing countries. He stated 
that many FATF standards were onerous for countries with 
cash-based economies. Kader Asmal 

President 

urging members to find a balance between the slowest and 
fastest countries when it came to complying with FATF 
standards. Asmal decried the \"northern-dominated\" process 
and beckoned for extreme sensitivity for southern" 
countries. In a disjointed dinner address to the FATF 

African Reserve Bank (SARB) Governor Tito Mboweni continued 
in the same vein when he expressed his displeasure with the 
fact that Western Union\'s headquarters were allowed to 
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continue operations in some large Western country!" (i.e. 

the United States) after the company\'s operations in South 
Africa had to be shut down because of illegal activity. He 
went on to say that if this situation were reversed 

Africa would have been expected to shut down the company\'s 
headquarters. 


Daunting Challenges for Developing Countries 


4. (SBU) The SAG and ESAAMLG used the FATF meeting to 
highlight the AML/CFT challenges that face developing 
countries. SARB Governor Mboweni spoke of South Africa\'s 
competing challenges in addition to financial crimes 

including poverty 

building a black business class. A Kenyan presenter 

Dorcas Odour 

terms of ethnic biases 

transactions 

ID cards 

hunger 

developing countries lacked the political will to move 

forward with AML/CFT efforts. 


5. (SBU) Murray Michell 
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Intelligence Centre (FIC) 

on the challenges that ESAAMLG faces in complying with the 
FATF standards. Michell specifically focused on FATF Special 
Recommendation IX dealing with measures to track cash 
movement across borders. He stated that each of the ESAAMLG 
countries 

many similar challenges 

transactions and informal banking systems. Michell also 
emphasized that most member countries had porous borders 
monitored by immigration and law enforcement agencies that 
were understaffed 

information technology. Moreover 

proper legislation to prosecute AML/CFT crimes. Even where 
there was the political will to strengthen AML/CFT regimes 
countries had to make critical budget choices involving such 
development and health challenges as alleviating poverty and 
combating the spread HIV/AIDS. 


A South African View of ESAAMLG 


6. (SBU) Michell highlighted what in his view ESAAMLG had 
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accomplished and contemplated its future role. He said that 
ESAAMLG had improved cooperation among the Southern African 
Customs Union (SACU) and Interpol. ESAAMLG had also 
established the Southern Africa Regional Police Chiefs 
Cooperation Organisation (SARPCO) and had increased the 
presence of border police in the region. Michell questioned 
however 

40 9 FATF standards at once. Perhaps it was more realistic 

for them to focus on priority areas first and phase-in 

compliance later. He also wondered whether there were enough 
sustainable resources available for ESAAMLG countries to 
attain and maintain FATF membership. Michell noted that 
ESAAMLG was building a strategy this year to assess the 
technical assistance needs of its member countries 

this could be a guide for donor countries. 


Corruption Link to AML/CFT 


7. (SBU) Since becoming FATF President in July 2005 

has linked AML/CFT to corruption (reftel). Asmal bolstered 
this theme in February by authoring an article in a major 
South African business newspaper that focused attention on 
the close ties between money laundering and rampant 
corruption. During the FATF 

terrorist bombings in Kenya and Tanzania to high levels of 
corruption there. Asmal\'s main argument 

Director Michell 

before a country can fight financial crimes. Michell 
concluded that if governance and corruption issues were not 
addressed 

naught. For this reason 

to have corruption issues high on the agenda at the next 
ESAAMLG meeting. 

TEITELBAUM 
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this month. 


3. (C) Raising the recent ETA ceasefire announcement 
Moratinos carried a personal message of thanks from President 
Zapatero to the Ambassador and the USG for the approach the 
Department spokesman had taken in response to questions about 
the US position on the ceasefire. Moratinos said the 

ceasefire offer is serious 

ahead. The government believes that the signs are positive 

on ending ETA violence but remains cautious and its public 
statements will remain cautious. The Ambassador asked about 
whether Zapatero might hold early elections as part of the 
strategy of confirming his position in the ETA negotiations 

(a rumor rampant in the PP). Moratinos said he had heard 
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from Zapatero personally that there would be no call for 
early elections and no reason for them. Zapatero is 
confident that he will win in the regularly scheduled 
national elections in spring of 2008. 


4. (C) On possible Spanish defense sales to Libya 

said he understood our concerns and had spoken to Defense 
Minister Bono; Moratinos believes that there will be nothing 
further on the idea of refurbishing Libyan Chinook 
helicopters. 


5. (C) Moratinos affirmed his desire to work closely with the 
US on Latin America. He said that Evo Morales gave Spanish 
Deputy FM Bernardino Leon in La Paz recently a message for 
the US: that Bolivian relations with the US were better than 
he expected 

eradication 

Bolivian soybean exports to Colombia and others affected by 
the Free Trade Agreement. Moratinos said Spain was working 
hard with the Andean Community to counter Venezuelan 
President Chavez 

fold. Ambassador Aguirre noted that increased Spanish 
efforts to support Sumate in Venezuela would be welcome 
that ending further ideas to continue with the aircraft sale 

to Venezuela would also go a long way toward building US 
confidence in our cooperative efforts. Moratinos replied 

that the plane sale was dead; the Ambassador pointed to 
continued news reports that discussions continued on 
obtaining the technology from other countries following the 

US denial of the technology transfer. 
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6. (C) Noting Moratinos 

Ambassador asked about plans to send Spanish Guardia Civil 
and/or police to Haiti following the withdrawal of Spanish 
troops. Moratinos said that he was working to get some 50-60 
Guardia Civil and Spanish National Police officers to Haiti 

in addition to 40-50 Moroccan counterparts (not further 
identified) 


7. (C) The Ambassador broached rumors that Spain might 
augment its troop presence in Afghanistan. Moratinos said 

that 

seeking to convince DefMin Bono on the need to send some 100 
more troops to assist the Spanish PRT in Western Afghanistan 
and to provide the PRT with additional support capabilities. 


8. (C) The Ambassador raised NATO 
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AMIS operation in Darfur 

Spanish PermRep had posed difficulties as the NAC approved 
its tasking to the Military Committee on this issue. 

Moratinos was not briefed on the issue and said he would 
investigate right away. Ambassador Aguirre emphasized that 
he would prefer to see Spain as a catalyst for positive 

support on this and other NATO issues 

obstacles. 


9. (C) In a related discussion 

Spain 

Africa might provide opportunities for US-Spain cooperation; 
Moratinos expressed interest in exploring ways the US and 
Spain could work together. He said in addition to 
development support 

support peacekeeping in Congo. 


10. (C) Ambassador Aguirre told Moratinos that he thought it 
unlikely that NEA A/S Welch would visit Madrid soon to 
discuss Western Sahara 

timing did not seem right. Expressing his disappointment 
Moratinos said that while the Moroccans likely would not 
develop their autonomy plan for another 6-9 months 

sense for the US 

There would be no need for publicity on the discussions 
Moratinos added. 


11. (C) At the close of the meeting 

likely would run into Secretary Rice at the NAC Foreign 
Minister 

any news on his invitation for her to visit Madrid sometime 

in the future. The Ambassador replied that he had nothing 
new on the subject but added that actions such as Moratinos 
stop on Damascus and other such distractions were not helpful 
in making the case. Moratinos asked whether every 
distraction would bring Spain 

point of two years ago. The Ambassador said that Spain and 
the US were good allies 

have gone through over the past two years 

were trying to overcome 

very important as the relationshiQs to mend iQ. 

Moratinos said frankly that a visit by the Secretary would 

help his credibility as he worked against steps taken by 
DefMin Bono such as the Venezuela arms sales. 


12. (C) Moratinos asked whether he and the Ambassador should 
stop in Washington en route to or during their return from 
US-Spain Council meetings in Florida in mid-June and possibly 
meet with the Secretary. Ambassador Aguirre undertook to 
pass this suggestion back to Washington 

know where the Secretary would be at this time (the time 
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frame in question is June 15-19). Moratinos said that he 
would like to visit the US more often to meet with key 
interlocutors in Congress 

well as think tanks and the US administration 

do so without having a meeting at some point there with 
Secretary Rice. (Note: Moratinos last met with Secretary 


SIPDIS 
Rice in Washington on May 3 
AGUIRRE 
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actions may have harmed the city's democracy movement and the 
Sino-Vatican relationship by linking the two issues. One 

Catholic contact told us that the democrat and the publisher 
traveled to the Vatican out of personal friendship with Zen 

rather than any political motivations. End Summary. 


Zen Optimistic on Sino-Vatican Relations 


2. (SBU) On March 30 

Vatican 

press conference and said he was optimistic about the 
restoration of ties between the Holy See and Beijing. 
According to Zen 

visit the mainland and held out the possibility of a trip 
before official relations were established. However 

said that the Vatican had made clear to the central 
government that it would have to \"guarantee real religious 
freedoms\" before the Vatican would consider normalizing 
relations. The Vatican Foreign Minister Giovanni Lajolo told 
the \"South China Morning Post\" on March 25 that the \"time is 
ripe\" for the two sides to establish diplomatic relations. 

In response to these overtures 

Spokesperson Qin Gang said on March 30 

side can take real actions to create a good atmosphere and 
favorable conditions for the bettering of ties.\" Qin also 
raised China\'s requirements that the Vatican break official 
ties with Taiwan and not interfere in China\'s internal 

affairs. 


A Cardinal 


3. (C) As predicted 

Hong Kong and head the Hong Kong Catholic Diocese. While 
Cardinal Zen will certainly play a role in Sino-Vatican 

relations 

might play a more diplomatic 

democracy movement. However 
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out to be wishful thinking on the part of pro-Beijing groups. 

On March 27 

opportunity to introduce their family and friends to the Pope 

at a special Vatican audience. The Hong Kong delegation 
included former Chairman of the Democratic Party Martin Lee 
and Next Media founder and \"Apple Daily" Publisher Jimmy Lai. 
(Note: The Cardinal is close to Lee and Lai 

devout Catholics. Moreover 

Zen baptized Lai 

Lai\'s godfather. End Note.) After the ceremony 

the media that Zen introduced him to the Pope as a 
\"legislator fighting for democracy in Hong Kong\" to which the 
Pope said 

religious freedom in China. Lai reportedly told the Pope 
VPlease come to China and bring us love and democracy. In 
response to Lai\'s invitation 


4. (C) The inclusion of Lee 

Kong\'s democracy movement 

press freedom 

up debate over the role of Cardinal Zen in Hong Kong politics 
and as an advisor to the Pope on Sino-Vatican relations. A 
March 29 \"Ming Pao\" editorial expressed concern that Zen\'s 
actions may have harmed the city's democracy movement and the 
prospects for Sino-Vatican normalization by linking the two 
issues. The paper stated that while Zen\'s invitation to his 

two friends may have helped mobilize Catholics in the fight 

for universal suffrage in Hong Kong 

may be Beijing\'s deepened misgivings.\" Citing Poland and the 
Philippines 

involvement contributed to changes of government. However 
such a situation in Hong Kong would be extremely 
dangerous...We call on the Cardinal to put aside Hong Kong 
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affairs soon so that he can assist the Pope in a detached 
capacity and help bring about formal ties between China and 
the Vatican. He should not wear two hats at the same time. 
He must try not to mix matters concerning human rights 
justice and democracy in Hong Kong into Sino-Vatican 
diplomatic negotiations.\" 


5. (SBU) Media coverage of the Zen\'s elevation was split 
along expected political lines. \"Apple Daily\'s\" coverage of 
Zen\'s elevation has been positive and glowing 

pro-Beijing "Wen Wei Po\" had no original reporting of ZenVs 
trip to Rome. Instead 

\"Ming Pao\" editorial. Charles Ho 

Newspaper Corporation 
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Pope to visit China during a March 29 award ceremony saying 
VI recently heard that a certain newspaper owner invited the 
Pope to China...Who does this guy think he is 

someone home 

\"Oriental Daily\" and \"The Sun 

Cardinal Zen\'s trip to Rome. (Note: Both newspapers are the 
only non-PRC supported papers with websites freely accessible 
in China. End Note.) 


6. (C) Father Peter Barry 

Study Center (HSSC) told poloff on March 30 that analysts 
should not read motives into Lee and Lai\'s trip to Rome. 
Most likely 

out of friendship with Zen. Besides 

provided the Holy Father with context when introducing the 
two men 

Hong Kong\'s democracy movement. Chinese University of Hong 
Kong professor Joseph Cheng told us on March 30 that 
pro-Beijing groups initially did not know how to react to 
Zen\'s elevation. However 

of the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association called Zen\'s 
appointment as Cardinal a \"hostile act" against China on 
March 8 

criticize Zen. Cheng said it was significant that the \"Ming 
Pao\" had taken such a high profile approach in criticizing 
Zen. 


Don\'t Sacrifice Taiwan 


7. (SBU) Separately 

Trade Union Council 

petition to the Hong Kong Catholic Diocese 

Vatican to maintain diplomatic relations with Taiwan and not 
to sacrifice an ally. The Catholic Diocese scheduled a 
meeting for the trade union to meet with Cardinal Zen. 
Cunningham 
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to make one change in the operative law 

mounting precariousness of Chad\'s economic and security 
situation 

deepening salary arrears. He had had no intention of 
reducing the transparency in the management of the oil 
revenues. All the supervisory mechanisms that had been put 
in place would continue 

would be increased 

civil security forces and the reorganization of the armed 
forces. The World Bank had not properly understood the 
limited scope of the modification of the law 

sovereign act by the National Assembly. Chad had had good 
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relations with the World Bank for 40 years. The World Bank 
needed to adapt to African reality 

people of Africa and not make decisions in the isolation of 
Washington. Deby said he was not against the World Bank 
wanted to continue discussions 

on the basis of equal partners looking at Chad\'s real needs. 
Concerning the fund for future generations 

that it might be reinstated after a number of years -- 
depending on the circumstances. 


7. (C) On Darfur 

would soon destabilize the entire region. The international 
community would find that it would have to spend many more 
billions of dollars if Darfur were not soon brought under 
control. Chad 

of Darfur. It now had to cope with 300 

southern Chad were included. Sudan was pouring in arms to 
Chadian rebel groups 

violating Chad\'s border on a daily basis. The AU had failed 
in its mission to bring peace to Darfur. The international 
community 

forcefully 

be no solution. He beseeched the United States to hear his 
cri de coeur. He feared for Chad and for the whole region. 


8. (C) As for the coming presidential election in Chad 
regretted the lack of support from the international 
community. The situation in Chad was normal 

normal 

fact that Chad\'s political class refused to participate 
boycotts of elections were common in Africa 

parties often preferred boycotting to participation. This 
election would go forward 

would not accept a legal void. The opposition in Chad had 
its armed branch in the East 

opposition could choose to boycott 

democratic right. What did he foresee for the future? He 
referred to the Millennium Development Goals in explaining 
his objectives for Chad 

infrastructure 
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9. (C) But he said that the future was clouded 

by the specter of Islamic fundamentalism. Chad was caught 
between the Muslim world and Africa. Darfur was a festering 
base from which fundamentalism was being spawned. Chadians 
had turned up at Guantanamo Bay 

arrests of Chadian fundamentalists had been made in Chad. 
Young Chadians 

proselytized and taken to Saudi Arabia for brainwashing. 
Saudi nongovernmental organizations 

Ladin 

was a source of fundamentalist teams sent into the Sahel. 
Deby said he had just sent an emissary to the president of 
Cameroon to warn of the threat. It was essential that 
anti-terror cooperation with the United States be deepened. 
One unit had been formed already and provided with vehicles 
another was being formed 


10. (C) Deby said that he recalled the close relationship 
that had existed between the United States and Chad in the 
1980\'s. In those days 

team to promote the greater security of the region. Now a 
new threat was emerging in the form of Islamic 
fundamentalism 

United States atthe head. Chad was the central point around 
which many vital interests in the region revolved. Itwas 
essential to take hold of Darfur and to block Sudanese and 
rebel inroads in the East. Meanwhile 

mounting in the Central African Republic 

a direct threat to the oil installations. Deby said 

connection with this urgent need to consolidate bilateral 
cooperation 

United States. He had not yet made an official visit. He 
hoped one day that it would occur. 


11. (C) The Ambassador thanked Deby for sharing his 
perspectives on these subjects. Chad was indeed at the 
center of several issues directly touching American 
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interests 

management of oil revenues 

good governance 

entire region. In regard to relations with the World Bank 

the Ambassador was happy to note the President\'s desire to 
pursue dialogue. 


12. (C) Deby said that he was angered that he had been 

forced into an unequal combat with the World Bank 

acted toward Chad in the manner of a hammer to hit a fly. 

The World Bank had other more important business to take care 
of 

were regrettable and unjust. However 

long-time partner 

with the World Bank team present in Chad. The Ambassador 
said he hoped that the parties could come to an agreement 

that responded to Chad\'s needs and conformed to the 
engagements undertaken by the World Bank and Chad concerning 
transparency and management of revenues. Deby repeated that 
there would be \"total transparency\" in achievement of poverty 
alleviation 

Goals. But there could be no going back on questions of 
principle and no infringement of Chad\'s sovereignty. Chad 
should not be thrust forward as the World Bank\'s lesson to 

the world 

between partners. 
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13. (C) On Darfur 

conference two years ago Deby had expressed doubt about the 
AU\'s capacity and had predicted that the international 
community would have to impose a peace arrangement. He 
assured Deby that the United States was determined to work 
with all parties 

community 

reinforced international force and to bring about a 

negotiated settlement in the Abuja talks. Deby said that 
resolute action that had been taken by the international 
community in the Balkans showed the way forward on Darfur. 
He said he had 

conflict that the only solution was direct intervention by 

the international community. 


14. (C) On elections 

States would always be ready in the future to work with Chad 
toward consolidating a base on which to build a democratic 
system. He would have liked to be able to recommend to 
Washington to assist the holding of the coming presidential 
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election. Unfortunately 

requesting assistance for this election had come too late. 
Nearly one year had elapsed since UNDP had made its 
recommendations on the requirements for electoral reform 
including a reconstituted electoral commission and a new 
voter registration 

implementing those recommendations and it was too late for 
the United States to be able to help. Deby laughed and said 
it was never too late. He said that Chad was always the 
\"demandeur\" seeking assistance on electoral reform. 


Expressions of Friendship 
Hopes for Dialogue 


15. (C) The Ambassador said that he looked forward to 
maintaining a dialogue. He hoped Deby would see him as a 
friend and partner of Chad. It was important that their 

dialogue be maintained even when -- indeed 

-- there were areas of disagreement 

interests in common. Deby noted favorably reports on 
television of the Ambassador\'s frequent trips around the 
country and his visits to projects receiving U.S. assistance. 
Deby said that traditional good friends 

the United States 

would not waver on questions of principle 

help from the United States 

its democracy. Deby perused again the summary of bilateral 
cooperation that the Ambassador had given him. He noted that 
he had not always been adequately informed of all that the 
United States was doing. He recommended that the Ambassador 
provide him such a list on a recurrent basis. He said that 

he would be disposed to see the Ambassador whenever the 
Ambassador wished. No subject 

taboo. 


16. (C) Comment: The atmospherics of this exchange were 
excellent. Notably 

broached in the exchange were not answered 

expression of interest in an official visit and the 
Ambassador\'s request for Deby\'s views on plans for an 
eventual transition. We look forward to opportunities to 
pursue those issues in the future. 

WALL 
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Bangkok 

(PAD) supporters camped in front of the Election Commission 
(EC) 

rain. The Central Administrative Courts ruled yesterday that 


Column 3 

pens should also be used in addition to the new 
rubber stamps 

during the April 2 elections. End summary. 


SIGNS OF THINGS TO COME? 


2. (C) Democratic Party leaders were greeted by 1 

2 

planned outdoor rally last night in Chiang Mai. Democratic 
leader Abhisit\'s speech was drowned out and cut short by loud 
jeers and angry shouts for him and other party leaders to 

\"get out\"; protesters burned Abhisit and key PAD leaders in 
effigy. Abhisit was finally forced to cancel the rally when 

the event turned violent and protesters began to pelt the 
speakers with rotten eggs and plastic chairs. (Comment: 
Chiang Mai (septel) notes that suspicions have fallen on the 
brother of a TRT MP and former mayor as the organizer of the 
mob. End Comment.) 


MONSOON ON PAD\'S PARADE 


3. (C) In Bangkok 

district of Siam Square to besiege the EC headquarters 
yesterday 

election and calling for the resignation of the EC panel in 
general. The EC did not receive their letter of demand and 
shut their doors to the protesters. The PAD was preparing to 
camp out in front of the EC last night when the first of 
BangkokYs monsoon season rainstorms began. The rain sent 
many demonstrations scrambling for shelter while the PAD 
leaders attempted to keep the movement going by turning to 
open songs on stage and prompting the crowd to dance in the 
rain. But as the rain subsided 

Army demonstrators remained on site. In the meantime 

PAD announced today that they will regroup for another mass 
demonstration to Government House on April 7 

election on Sunday. 


YOU GOTTA VOTE 


4. (C) At a dinner for invited foreign election observers 
(including the US 

March 30 

\"escape\" from the PAD barricade earlier in the day by riding 
in disguise on a motorcycle. Virachai acknowledged to the 
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assembled officials the uncertainty lying ahead after the 

April 2 polls. Virachai stated to Poloff that the EC will 

hold follow-up polls in constituencies where only one 

candidate runs and receives less than twenty percent of the 
eligible vote. As of the evening of March 30 

astounding 278 constituencies of 400 where only one candidate 
was running due to disqualifications. If the reruns are 
inconclusive 


5. (C) Citing the earlier resignation of a TRT party list 
candidate 

Constitution to determine if seating less than 100 party list 
MPs would be allowable. He also said that EC is 
investigating allegations that the TRT provided money and 
other assistance to support fraudulent applications by 
candidates from smaller parties. Virachai said that it was 
impossible for the investigation to conclude before the 
elections as demanded by Thaksin\'s opponents. He predicted 
that preliminary vote results should be available on Monday 
April 3. 


PENS ARE ALLOWED 


6. (U) The Central Administrative Court yesterday endorsed 


BANGKOK 00001945 002 OF 002 


the use of pens for ballot-marking in response to the 
Consumer Foundation Network\'s lawsuit against the EC. The 
group cited concerns that the ECVs requirement to use a 
rubber stamp on the ballots may prompt a higher chance for 
election fraud. The court 

ballot-marking to only rubber stamps would be in violation to 

a citizen\'s Wright to choose how to cast his or her vote 

and thus required that the EC make both pens and stamps 
available to voters this Sunday. 


STOP THE HARASSMENT! 


7. (C) The Thai Journalists Association and the Thai 

Broadcast Journalist Association issued a joint statement 
yesterday calling for an end to media harassment. This was 

in response to some 2 

demonstrators that swarmed the Kom Chad Luek newspaper office 
yesterday 

monarchy. The Kom Chad Luek newspaper announced yesterday 
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that it will suspend publications for five days and its 

editor will resign. In their statement 

condemned the protest as intimidation of the media 

that the newspaper had already taken full responsibility for 
the mistake. The statement denounced the protesters for 
involving the monarchy in the conflict and urged their media 
colleagues to take precautions against exploitation. 

BOYCE 
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and China ghetto.\" He was referring to the fact that India 
and China currently buy 70 percent of RussiaWs arms exports. 
Makiyenko speculated that the deal might cause other North 
African countries to step up purchases of modern arms as well 
to keep pace with Algeria. In a press interview 

Chemezov 

Defense Exports) noted that 90 percent of the present 
arrangement involved the sale of new equipment and only 10 
percent would buy upgrades or repair of materials from 
previous sales. 


3. (C) Makiyenko told us that if Russia had insisted on 
Algeria paying off its debt of $4.7 billion 

just agreed would not have been signed. He said Algeria 
wanted the same 100 percent debt relief that Syria had 
received when Russia wrote off its larger debt. Makienkyo 
said that the Russian military-industrial complex would be a 
big winner 

the amount of the original debt of $4.7 billion. Makiyenko 
said that the deal would benefit most sectors of the Russian 
arms industry. Half of the contracts would go to the 
aviation industry 

manufacturers of air defense systems and tanks. In addition 
he told us 

dollars. 


4. (C) Aleksandr Golts 

Yezhenedelniy Zhurnal 

central to the deal. Golts doubted that Algeria would have 
paid off the debt anyway. He said the deal turned out to be 

a \"win-win\" situation for both sides. The Algerians can wipe 
off their old debt and the Russians profit by keeping the 
production lines in defense factories moving. Golts observed 
that saving defense sector jobs would pay handsome political 
dividends for the Putin camp in the run up to the 2008 
Presidential elections. 
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5.(C) Aleksey Arbatov 

Chairman 

complex would benefit from these Algerian arms contracts. 
Arbatov noted Algeria is agood market for Russia since it 
does not provoke the same political sensitivity as do Russian 
sales to Iran 

interests in North Africa 

Vall commercial." 


6. (C) Aleksandr Belkin 
Council on Foreign and Defense Policy (CFDP) 
Putin\'s trip to Algeria \"killed two birds with one stone." 
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First 

that had been adrift for over a decade. Second 
diversified its arms clients by expanding out of its heavy 
reliance on India and China. However 

the arms industry alone is not a suitable base for Russian 
industry. Only serious investment and development of 
civilian industries will improve the overall health of the 
Russian economy 

of the Soviet Union was due in part to over-spending on 
defense industry and insufficient attention to the civilian 
sector. 


7. (C) Belkin noted that Russia has been relying on 
Soviet-era stockpiles and Soviet-designed weapons since the 
end of the Cold War. The current lack of strategic depth 

not only in material but in trained personnel and ideas 
challenge Russia\'s ability to stay competitive in arms 
markets. While the Soviet Union\'s defense industry received 
the best engineers 

defense industry today is not getting \"the best and the 
brightest.\" 


8. (U) The announced $7.5 billion deal is reported to include 
contracts for 36 MiG-29 SMT fighters 

and 14 Yak-130 jet trainers (aircraft contracts alone worth 
$3.5 billion). Additionally 

fighters would be returned to Russia and resold to other 
countries. Algeria will buy 300 T-90S tanks over four to 

five years (worth $1 billion) 

air defense systems ($1 billion) 

systems (nearly $500 million). Russia will also upgrade 250 
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T-72 tanks (over $200 million) 
anti-tank missiles 


9. (C) According to Makiyenko 

only $5.5 billion of the sale can be accounted for (the 

aircraft 

systems). There was no transparency regarding the rest of 
the $2 billion 

Russian defense industry could support making 300 new tanks 
even over several years as reported. Belkin predicted that 
Algeria might instead receive refurbished older tanks. 


10. (U) Marat Kenzhetayev 

Studies Center in Moscow 

contracts would represent a virtual rearming of the Algerian 
military. Between 1962 and 1991 

worth of arms from the Soviet Union. However 

noted 

and since 2000 have been less than $100 million. 


11. (C) Makiyenko predicted to us that Libya would not want 
to fall behind militarily 

race\" between Algeria and Libya than an arms race. 
General-Colonel Sergey Mayev 

Russian Federal Defense Order Service 

line 

contract opens prospects for promoting Russian armored 
vehicles to Libya 


12. (C) Neither Makiyenko nor Belkin saw a military necessity 
for Algeria to purchase that quantity of arms. Makiyenko 
speculated that the Algerian President authorized the 
purchase to obtain \"toys for his military boys\" to keep them 
off of his back. He understood that there was some discord 
between the Algerian President and his top military brass 

and the deal might be part of an attempt to buy them off. 


13. (C) The deal would make Algeria the number three 
purchaser of Russian arms 

predicted that Algeria might become the number one client of 
Russian arms over the next several years 

Chinese markets for Russian arms level off or decline. The 
Chinese 

versions of Russian arms and are looking to other suppliers 
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especially from Europe. Ifthe European Union (EU) decided 
to lift its arms embargo against China 

could use a threat to buy modern weapons from Europe to 
extract a deal for fully-equipped arms from Russia. The 
Chinese had made it clear they wanted \"the good stuff. V" 


14. (C) Makiyenko told us the Algerian contract essentially 
guarantees the future of MiG Aviation 

suffering in its competition with the more powerful Sukhoy. 
An on-again 

thanks to the Algerian contract 

Algerian deal could revive MiG\'s chances to re-enter the 
contest for designing a fifth-generation fighter (won by 
Sukhoy in 2001). 


15. (C) While there is still a lack of clarity regarding the 

actual value of the deal 

the Russian military-industrial complex. Enterprises 
employing thousands 

regions 

years as a result of the deal with Algeria. Saving jobs in 

the defense industry sector should pay important political 
dividends to Putin and his allies as the 2007-2008 election 
cycle approaches. The Algeria deal makes clear that the GOR 
is pushing to expand the market for Russian arms beyond its 
current focus on China and India. We can expect to see more 
use of innovating financing 

incentive to move deals forward and keep the Russian defense 
industry\'s production lines moving. 

BURNS 
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next three to four days. We suspect they will deport him. END 
SUMMARY. 


2. (C) While discussing human rights with RC(A) March 29 in 
relation to the riot in Halabjah (septel) 

Government Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani brought up the case 
of Austrian citizen and Kurdish political activist Kamal Qadr 

Karim. Barzani said the case had not been worth the trouble it 

had caused. He said Qadr had even told the media Qadr did not 
repent because his imprisonment had made him famous. Barzani 
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said neither he nor (his uncle) KRG President Masud Barzani had 
been present when the case had arisen. The PM said he had ended 
up discussing the case every week in his office. Barzani said 

flatly that Qadr was not a security risk 

would stand by the decision to sentence him." 


3. (C) Barzani said he would pardon Qadr \"in the next two to 
three days." RC(A) jumped in to agree this was the best 
decision and to say he would report this to Washington. Now on 
a roll (and realizing he had now committed himself) 

he would even meet with Qadr after his release and tell him he 
was free to leave or stay in Kurdistan. He said the pardon 
would cover all the charges against Qadr. When 

the conversation 

lengthened it to \"the next three or four days." 


4. (C) Barzani said even the Austrian government had 
documented that Qadr was mentally unbalanced. Barzani recounted 
that Qadr had approached President Barzani on a Vienna street 
five years ago to complain that the president of Salah ad Din 
University had unfairly dismissed him from the faculty. The PM 
said President Barzani had had the KRG-E pay for Qadr\'s air 
ticket to return to Erbil and had launched an investigation. 

When it showed Qadr 

started writing articles against the Barzanis. Barzani mused 

that Qadr was even \"from a good family.\" (COMMENT: Loyalty in 
the KDP is fundamentally by clan 

\"good family\" writing such attacks as particularly egregious. 

END NOTE.) 


5. (SBU) BACKGROUND: As reported reftels and previous 
published vitriolic personal and political attacks against the 
Barzanis on the internet from Austria. When he returned to the 
KRG 

December 19 to 30 years for defaming public institutions (the 
Erbil Governorate and the KRG-E internal security organization 
the Asayish). On January 19 

overturned the conviction and returned the case to the 
investigative court to look into charges of criminal defamation 
(Article 433 of Iraqi Law 111 of 1969). A KRG-Erbil court 
convicted Qadr on March 26 of criminal defamation and sentenced 
him to 18 months in jail. END BACKGROUND. 


6. (C) COMMENT. KRG officials have long said the PM would 
pardon Qadr once he was convicted. The British Consul General 
reports that the KRGVs representative in the UK said the KRG 
worried that if Qadr were released and stayed in the Kurdistan 
Region 

blame. We therefore suspect that the KRG will instead deport 
him. 
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all. Gonzalez 

Spanish Socialist Party 

current Spanish President Zapatero 

for peace with ETA now is more realistic than during the 
14-month truce ETA implemented in 1998-1999 
administration. Gonzalez emphasized that this was 
\"information 

opportunity. Gonzalez said that Zapatero was \"playing it 
right 

with more specific ideas 

Parliament this summer for approval to begin negotiations. 
Gonzalez told the Ambassador that the government is also 
working hard on the key issue of providing funding/living 
expenses for the families of imprisoned ETA terrorists. 


2. (C) On Iran 

his recent visit to Madrid 

agree to enrich Iranian uranium in return for spent fuel. 
Gonzalez asserted that Putin had also told him that Russia 
would work to get G-8 agreement to guarantee non-aggression 
against Iran if Iran agreed to the deal. Gonzalez claimed 

that he is in contact with the President of Iran and \"major 
Ayatollahs\" on this issue. 


3. (C) Gonzalez also discussed the Maghreb 

Western Sahara 

hope for resolution. But 

are \"honest players 

who are not. Echoing the Zapatero government 

more visible and active US role on the Sahara issue. The 
Ambassador said the time was not right for such a role and if 
there would be a time in the future 

and achievable. Ambassador Aguirre also explained that as 
President Bush neared the end of his term of office 

not want to renew engagement and then leave unfinished 
business. 


4. (C) Ambassador Aguirre conveyed greetings from former 
President Bush 

were guests of the current President of Panama. He thanked 
Gonzalez for meeting with WHA A/S Tom Shannon during 
Shannon\'s recent visit to Madrid. Gonzalez agreed the visit 
was useful and noted that for both Spain and the US the issue 
of Cuba and its eventual transition offered great 

opportunities and great risks. 


5. (C) During the course of the meeting 
acknowledged to the Ambassador that he has been on the 
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margins of the Zapatero government 

become more confident in his role 

willing to listen to his advice and that of other previous 
major party figures. 


6. (C) Gonzalez claimed to the Ambassador that Secretary Rice 
had \"reached out to him\" and suggested that he meet with her. 
He also said that this discussion with her was not 

orchestrated through the Zapatero government. 


7. (C) Comment: Former President Gonzalez is well regarded by 
PSOE stalwarts 

role similar to an elder statesman working alongside current 
PSOE leaders. No doubt Gonzalez has an excellent grasp of 
world issues particularly those involving Latin America and 
maintains contacts with many world leaders 

former that would be helpful to Zapatero 

question is how extensively Zapatero and company will use 
him. The Ambassador plans to meet with Gonzalez 
periodically; from our perspective 

interlocutor but clearly has his own agenda as he deals with 
various international issues -- which sometimes coincides 
with ours but at times does not. 

AGUIRRE 
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assign an expert to study VARIG\'s situation and then make 
recommendations to an ANAC review board. During the March 16 
meeting 

consultant for Boeing 

other Brazilian airlines 

currently under lease to VARIG to these airlines. She implied that 
Boeing is at least partially responsible for many of VARIG\'s current 
financial woes 

seizure of the carrier\'s leased aircraft. Ambassador Watson 
responded that he could not speak for Boeing 

the question to Boeing management. 


Safety Issues 


4. (U) Three recent incidents under investigation by DAC and 
INFRAERO show how much work ANAC faces. On February 13 
takeoff from Sao Paulo Guarulhos Airport 

pound piece of a VARIG Boeing 737 engine fell into an elderly 
couple\'s kitchen. Luckily 

believe that Boeing holds any liability for the incident. The 

incident occurred after VARIG began implementing a restructuring 
plan to free up funding to bring back into service some planes 
previously out of commission due to safety reasons. 
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5. (U) On March 22 

busiest 

off the runway onto the taxiway during rainy weather after the pilot 
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turned sharply to avoid heading down an embankment and onto the busy 
road below. This incident occurred less than a week after the new 

head of INFRAERO disclosed that financial shortfalls would limit the 
organization\'s ability to upgrade airport facilities in Brazil. 

INFRAERO officials announced March 28 that Congonhas traffic will be 
cut 50% to allow for further upgrades 

removal from the runways and runway expansion. Sao Paulo\'s Guarulhos 
airport will receive two-thirds of the diverted traffic and Campinas 
Viracopos airport 

will receive one-third. The same night of the announcement 

officials diverted a TAM Airbus plane with a hail-damaged nose cone 
from its planned landing at Congonhas to Guarulhos 

longer runway and better conditions in inclement weather. All of the 
incidents are still under investigation. 


Sometimes Hostile Colleagues 


6. (SBU) ANAC also faces financial challenges. The DAC 

whose functions ANAC is assuming 

Defense budget 

airport taxes and landing fees have drawn opposition from INFRAERO 
the manager and operator of Brazilian airports 

a military entity. INFRAERO convinced members of the Brazilian 
congress that ceding 50 percent of the international flight airport 

taxes it currently keeps (the other half goes into the general GoB 
coffers) to ANAC would overburden INFRAERO and got this provision 
deleted from the legislation creating ANAC prior to passage. The 

new head of INFRAERO 

publicly that ANAC will compete with INFRAERO for GoB attention and 
funding. 


7. (SBU) Meanwhile 

trade representative (MDIC) told emboffs that ANAC will \"cause 
trouble\" with the agency\'s new regulatory efforts to liberalize the 
airline industry 

problematic. Finally 

emboffs that the creation of ANAC has been its priority of late. 
The reassignment of profitable routes 

international and national carriers 

ANAC legislation 

role will focus on policy and air-traffic control while regulations 
authorizations 

will also take over the duties of certifying aircraft 
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performed by the Aerospace Technical Center (ΟΓΑ) in the Airforce 
Command. 


Comment 


8. (SBU) ANAC has gotten off to abumpy start. Although the fifth 
and final director has not yet been named 

period for completing the transition to civilian personnel seems to 
have satisfied the requirements of Brazilian law and concerned DAC 
officials. While ANAC\'s permanent headquarters will be located in 
Brasilia - meaning that any diplomatic or official contact between 
the USG and that agency will have to take place in Brasilia -- the 
agency\'s final structure has not yet been decided. Resolution of 
its funding situation will determine how much bite will accompany 
its bark and could settle how well it will relate to its peer 

agencies. Whether transfer of VARIG routes and Boeing planes to 
other operators can really occur is an open question. In any event 
pressing agenda items such as increased traffic 

and safety concerns 

adjustments. Post reiterates its support for building this 
relationship and encourages FAA 

during this critical phase of its development. End Comment. 


Linehan 
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nuclear energy and cooperation on uranium 

China-Pacific Islands economic cooperation conference in Fiji 
and the signing of a joint communique that will layout plans 
for future PRC-Cambodian cooperation. End summary. 


2. On March 24 MFA American and Oceania Affairs Director 
General Liu Jieyi and MFA Asian Affairs Director General Hu 
Zhengyue provided a briefing to the press on Premier Wen 
Jiabao\'s April 1-8 travel to Australia (April 1-4) 

(April 4-5) 

7-8). FM Li Zhaoxing 

Chairman Ma Kai will accompany Premier Wen. 


Australia: Agreements on Uranium and Kickstarting FTA Talks 


3. Liu said that during this first visit to Australia and 

New Zealand by a PRC Premier in eighteen years Premier Wen 
would meet with Australian Prime Minister Howard and New 
Zealand Prime Minister Clark 

Generals in both countries. Devoting the most of his time to 
the Australian portion of the visit 

will exchange views on their friendly and cooperative 

relations as well as discuss regional and international 
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issues of mutual interests. China will also be seeking to 
explore new channels and modalities for developmental 
cooperation under the \"new circumstances.\" Liu said the two 
sides will sign agreements on cooperation in science and 
technology 


4. Asked to comment on the differences in public statements 
on China by Australian FM Downer and Secretary Rice and the 
Trilateral Security Dialogue 

the comments and words used internationally by some people!" 
were not in line with the reality that China is firmly 

committed to the path of peaceful development and that the 
overall situation in the Asia-Pacific region is stable. 

However 

non-traditional threats 

should build mutual trust 

common security in order to meet these challenges. For its 
part 

international affairs and it will continue to work for peace 

and stability 


5. Although refusing to go into details 

China and Australia have reached an agreement on the drafts 
of two documents that cover the V'peaceful use of nuclear 
energy and cooperation on uranium." These documents will 
likely be signed during Premier Wen\'s visit. Asked about 
Australia\'s cooperation with India on uranium 

Canberra is doing a good job in preventing proliferation and 
observed that Australia has said it would fully comply with 

its NPT obligations. Turning to the question of energy 
cooperation in general 

consumer and producer with an overall self-sufficiency rate 
of 9096 and per capita energy consumption that is well below 
the world average. China is currently focused on meeting its 
demand with domestic supplies 

conservation and efficiency. China hopes the private energy 
sector companies in both countries will also engage in more 
cooperation for the benefit of both economies. 
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6. Pointing out that PRC-Australia trade was $27.2 billion 

in 2005 

China would like to see a further strengthening of economic 
relations. Despite the efforts on FTA negotiations with 

Australia and New Zealand that have lead to some progress 

Liu said there are still outstanding issues that need to be 
resolved. China wants to reach a \"high quality\" agreement. 
Beijing hopes the meeting between Premier Wen and PM Howard 
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as well as Premier Wen\'s meeting with New Zealand PM Clark 
will kickstart the FTA negotiations 


7. In response to a question on iron ore prices 

was not sure whether this would be raised by Premier Wen 
during his meetings. He went on to say that recent 
speculation in iron prices is putting pressure on world 
markets and a balance needs to be struck between suppliers 
and consumers 


8. Asked to comment on potential Falun Gong interference 
with Premier Wen\'s visit 

concerted efforts of the PRC and Australian governments would 
successfully prevent the Falun Gong from \"sabotaging\" the 
visit to serve their evil interests and political agenda.\" 


Fiji: Wooing and Showing Off atthe Economic Conference 


9. Liu said Premier Wen\'s visit to Fiji will be the first 

official visit to the Pacific Islands by a PRC senior leader. 
Premier Wen will join the leaders of Pacific Island nations 
to open the inaugural \"China-Pacific Island Countries 
Economic Development and Cooperation Forum Ministerial 
Conference\" on April 5. Wen will give a keynote address in 
which he is expected to lay out China\'s policy towards the 
South Pacific and propose areas of further cooperation. Wen 
and the Pacific Island leaders will sign a \"Plan of Action\" 
for China-Pacific Island economic cooperation and 
development. Wen will also hold bilateral meetings with the 
leaders of each Pacific Island state in attendance. 


10. Liu said the PRC deeply values its relations with the 
Pacific Island nations and wants to support their economic 
growth 

and secure their national security. Beijing also hopes to 
enhance cooperation in areas of common interest. Pointing 
out that China\'s trade with the Pacific Islands increased 58% 
in 2005 to $838 million 

with Fiji 

cooperation with the Pacific Islands in the areas of 
agriculture 

country 

to achieve the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and will 
continue to provide assistance 


11. Asked whether island nations that do not recognize the 
PRC would attend the conference 

participating countries was still being worked on but 
expressed confidence that some countries without diplomatic 
relations with the PRC would attend. Liu said Beijing hopes 
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that some of those countries will establish or restore 

relations with the PRC at an early date 

that the PRC can assist their development and help them meet 
the UN MDGs. 


Cambodia: Everything is Good 


12. Hu said Premier Wen will visit Cambodia at the 
invitation of Prime Minister Hun Sen and in response to a 
series of recent visits by Cambodia\'s leaders. Pointing out 
that this will be the first visit to Cambodia by the current 
Chinese leadership 

with PM Hun Sen on bilateral relations and areas of mutual 
concern. Premier Wen will also meet with King Sihamoni 
President ofthe Senate and the President of the National 
Assembly. Wen will attend a welcoming ceremony by PM Hun 
Sen 

layout plans for future bilateral cooperation and attend the 
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earth-breaking ceremony of PRC-funded construction project 
for anew government office building. The two leaders will 

also sign a series of documents covering specific bilateral 
cooperation in economics and trade 

transnational crime and an agreement on a \"phase two\" project 
to jointly protect and preserve Angkor Wat and historical 

relics 


13. Providing an overview of PRC-Cambodia relations 

there are no political issues of concern 

relations based on deeply rooted friendly feelings between 

the two peoples 

tangible benefits to both countries and a shared cultural 

heritage. There is frequent interaction between the Chinese 
Communist Party and the Cambodian People\'s Party (CPP) 
National United Front for an Independent 

and Cooperative Cambodia (FUNCINPEC) and the Sam Rangsi Party 
(SRP). In addition 

military officer exchanges 

and good collaboration and coordination in regional affairs. 
PRC-Cambodia economic relations are closer than ever 

bilateral trade climbing 16.7% in 2005 to reach $563 million 

with 80 Chinese companies in Cambodia signing contracts 
valued at over $850 million in the areas of energy 

construction 

development. China provides economic assistance to Cambodia 
to support the development of economic and social undertakings 
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Thailand: Not Convenient Now 


14. DG Hu confirmed that Premier Wen\'s trip to Thailand has 
been postponed because of the politic difficulties PM Thaksin 
is now facing. Saying China and Thailand have very good 
relations and frequent contacts 

take place in the future during a convenient time for both 
countries. DG Hu also said other visits by PRC leaders to 
Southeast Asia are being arranged for later this year. 

RANDT 
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leaders) in order to get a full picture of the situation and 

to allow ASEAN to engage key partners in a more informed 
manner. GOB officials rejected Hamid\'s request 

not to dwell on \"specific personalities." Hamid surprised 
his own Embassy and GOB officials by abruptly returning to 
Malaysia a day prior to his scheduled departure. The 
National League for Democracy expressed regret and 
disappointment that Hamid did not meet with the party or 
other political opposition groups during his trip. End 
Summary. 


THE USUAL GANG 


2. (U) Malaysian Foreign Minister Syed Hamid Albar made a 
short-notice and brief 24-hour visit to Rangoon March 23-24. 
The official Burmese press described Hamid as the head of a 
V Malaysian delegation" that came to Burma at the invitation 
of the GOB to \"pay a goodwill visit." He held discussions 
with Foreign Minister Nyan Win (who also hosted a dinner in 
HamidWs honor) and made a courtesy call on Prime Minister 
General Soe Win. Hamid also met separately with Agriculture 
Minister Major General Htay Oo 

General of regimes mass-member Union Solidarity Development 
Association (USDA) 

capacity as Vice Chairman of the National Convention 
Convening Committee. 


3. (C) While the Malaysian Embassy in Rangoon was elusive 

prior to the visit 

Bin Muhamad Mazlan shared views more openly. Rizany told us 
that FM Hamid emphasized at every meeting that his visit was 

not a bilateral one 

ASEAN Standing Committee. He underscored to the GOB that he 
had an ASEAN mandate to fulfill and that his intention was to 
gather information 

interfere. 
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SAME OLD SONG AND DANCE 


4. (C) Hamid appealed for transparency 

officials that ASEAN members and others in the international 
community were V'very interested" in the Burma situation. 
Hamid 

order to engage its key partners and that he therefore hoped 
to get a full picture of the situation in Burma. Hamid 
specifically appealed to the GOB to allow him to V'see all of 
the stakeholders 

Kyi and other National League for Democracy officials 

well as ethnic leaders and delegates to the National 
Convention. 


5. (C) Rizany said that GOB officials fully acknowledged 
HamidVs role as an ASEAN envoy but rejected out of hand his 
requests to see members of the political opposition. 

According to Rizany 

with whom Hamid met told the Malaysian FM that he should not 
dwell on specific personalities (i.e. ASSK) 

rather focus on the \"broader interests of the nation. V 


6. (C) Rizany said that Hamid\'s discussions with Nyan Win 
were the most substantive of his talks in Rangoon 

the FM merely rehashed the regime\'s party line on its V'road 
map to democracy.V The meeting with PM Soe Win was V'a 
disappointing 15-minute courtesy call 

focused solely on bilateral Burma-Malaysia issues in general 
terms. Rizany added that the Malaysians also requested 
meetings with senior regime leaders 

Maung Aye 

enough" for Hamid. Rizany surmised that had Hamid visited as 
Malaysian Foreign Minister and not ASEAN envoy 

likely have been granted direct access to Than Shwe. 


7. (C) Hamid\'s meetings with Maj Gen Htay Oo and U Aung Toe 
were additional opportunities for the SPDC to extol its 
self-perceived progress on its road map and sundry other 
accomplishments of the military. Rizany described the USDA 
and National Convention briefs as lectures that the regime 

has delivered previously to many diplomats and other 

visitors. The USDA also trotted out a video on its 

development activities 

roll his eyes and check his watch repeatedly. 


ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 


8. (C) According to Rizany 
return to Kuala Lumpur without warning at lunch on March 24 
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a surprise to both Malaysian Embassy officers and GOB 
officials. The Embassy quickly canceled a dinner the 
Ambassador planned to host for Hamid that evening and 
scrambled to find the Malaysian flight crew 

shopping at a local market. Hamid had arrived on a military 
aircraft for the trip 

flexibility and to return in time for a Saturday political 

event in his home province. With no substantive meetings 
left on his Rangoon itinerary on Friday afternoon 
Malaysian Embassy officers that he desired to return and 
spend time with his family before the weekend. 


9. (C) Rizany described Hamid as \"satisfied\" with his visit 
to Burma 

that the trip had not been as comprehensive as he had 
desired. Despite the limitations the regime placed on the 
visit 

opportunity\" to visit Rangoon before the April 17-18 ASEAN 
Foreign Ministers retreat in Bali. 


WHY BOTHER? 


10. (SBU) On March 25 

regret that Hamid and his delegation had departed Burma 
without meeting either ASSK or other NLD leaders. On March 
30 

extremely disappointed that Hamid made no effort to see them 
or other opposition figures. \"We understand that Hamid was 
charged with making an assessment of democratic reform 

U Aung Swe 


11. (C) Comment: Hamid\'s visit was symbolic of the obstacles 
the regime imposes on any envoy with a pre-announced mandate. 
The SPDC carefully denied Hamid access to the senior 
generals and a chance to meet the political opposition 

of which were Hamid\'s proposed objectives as well as 
prerequisites for a fully effective visit. The generals may 

have hoped that by allowing Hamid to visit they could appease 
ASEAN concerns 

indicated no desire to modify their behavior. The next test 

will be whether Hamid shares his frustrations with fellow 
ASEAN foreign ministers in Bali. End Comment. 

STOLTZ 
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over the visit of Hu Jintao to Washington. End Summary. 


Next Steps 
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2. (C) Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) Chairman Joseph Wu 
(Chao-hsieh) told the Director in their meeting on March 30 
that Taiwan and the PRC will meet in early July to discuss 
cargo and passenger charter flights and 

the number of PRC tourists visiting Taiwan. Noting that the 
negotiations for this year\'s Lunar New Year cross-Strait 
charter flights had progressed quickly in November 2005 after 
the more complex cargo/passenger flight issue was taken off 
the table 

could now be separately resolved. Taiwan\'s goal 
year-round charter flights. 


3. (C) On the issue of PRC tourists 

that Taiwan hopes to increase the number from 110 
year to 250 

approaching 1 

expansion in 2001 

until last November 

to Taiwan (see Ref A). After four months 

Beijing has yet to follow up on that visit. 


4. (C) Other than these two sets of issues 
Director 
underway. 


Turning Frustration to Advantage 


5. (C) Wu described to the Director the deep sense of 
frustration among Taipei officials. On the one hand 
opposition parties are completely uncooperative on defense 
cross-Strait and other issues. On the other hand 

spending \"tons of money buying our diplomatic allies 
blocking Taiwan participation and international 
organizations 

space. The PRC is also sucking up the bulk of Taiwan\'s 
overseas investment 

Taiwan overseas investment last year going to the PRC 

to 85 percent in February 

statistics are available. The ruling Democratic Progressive 
Partys (DPP) election defeat in December 2005 

had led Beijing to conclude that its divide-and-conquer 
tactics were succeeding and encouraged it to continue 
marginalizing Taiwan. 


6. (C) The Director responded that he well understood 
Taiwan\'s frustration over Beijing\'s actions -- ignoring the 
democratically-elected leaders of Taiwan 

build-up 

united front tactics with the Pan-Blue opposition. The 
challenge 
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let frustration drive its actions. The worst thing would be 
to allow the PRC to drive a wedge between the U.S. and 
Taiwan 

critical to regional peace and stability. 


7. (C) The cross-Strait situation is not entirely one-sided 

the Director stressed. There are many pressures for change 
and opening from within China. China 

encircled by vibrant and emerging democracies -- South Korea 


TAIPEI 00001139 002.2 OF 002 


Japan 

Afghanistan and Kyrgystan. This reality 

argues against Taiwan succumbing to frustration and panic 
and for patience 

taking advantage of economic opportunities in the PRC. 
Taiwan also needs to more effectively play to its strengths 
by utilizing its impressive economic development and 
democratic political system to effectively enhance Taiwan\'s 
international space. Taipei should not limit itself to just 
competing with Beijing for diplomatic partners 

actually not nearly as important as many in Taiwan seem to 
believe 

South Korea 

diplomatic relations ended. 


8. (C) Chairman Wu demurred 

was Taiwan\'s strong suit and while Taiwan appreciated 
President Bush\'s praise for Taiwan\'s democracy 

political realities constrain the government. Asa 
democracy 

fact 

countries 

shortly after Senegal broke relations with Taiwan 
demonstrated. When President Chen came into office in 2000 
Wu explained 

and to develop a positive foreign policy based on assisting 
other nations on health 

and democratization. During his own tenure as the 
president\'s Deputy Secretary-General in 2002-03 

told the Director that he had observed at close hand the deep 
emotional impact the loss of diplomatic relations had on 
President Chen 

back to maintaining and establishing diplomatic relations. 
While acknowleging all these realities 

leadership is often defined in explaining unpleasant 
realities to the public. 


Meaning of Cross-Strait \"Active Management" 
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9. (C) Urging Taiwan not to miss the economic opportunities 
offered across the Taiwan Strait in the PRC 

queried Wu on the concerns raised by the American Chamber of 
Commerce (Taipei) and other business groups over President 
Chen\'s \"active management" policy (see Ref B). Would the new 
policy restrict cross-Strait commerce and end up hurting 

Taiwan by making it less competitive in the PRC market and 
economy? Willthe new regulations have teeth or will they 

push Taiwan-based businesses to sneak investments or even 
leave Taiwan? Wu responded that \"active management\" would be 
implemented in tandem with \"effective opening 

pledged the former would be manifest through rational and 
transparent rules and regulations that would encourage 
investment. Other issues raised by AmCham 

for direct cross-Strait flights 

negotiations between the governments of the two sides 

thus far Beijing has refused. 


Hu in Washington 


10. (C) Chairman Wu told the Director that Taiwan is 
particularly concerned about the April Hu Jintao visit to 
Washington and whether President Bush will criticize Taiwan 
alongside Hu. The Director responded that the Hu visit was 
one of the reasons he wanted to meet with Wu and other senior 
Taiwan officials so soon after he arrived. It is important 

that Taiwan not act in ways that raise cross-Strait tensions 
he continued 

that might threaten the status quo. While it is the 
democratic right of the Taiwan people to determine their own 
constitution 

help guide the choices in ways that do not heighten 
cross-Strait tensions and undermine Taiwan\'s security. The 
Director explained that the U.S. needs good relations with 
China on a whole range of international issues 

see relations with China and Taiwan as a zero-sum game. 
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SIPDIS 

just say absolutely we don\'t think there\'s any value in 
what the Israelis are talking about" HaVaretz quoted 
Israeli and American officials as saying Thursday that 
Rice\'s statements seemed prepared in advance and 
crafted to avoid committing the U.S. to supporting 
unilateral Israeli measures 
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on Hamas and the new Palestinian government. 


The media reported that Acting PM Ehud Olmert met 
Thursday with Assistant Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs David Welch and Deputy US National 
Security Advisor Elliott Abrams 

Washington in May. HaVaretz 

the talks focused on the Israeli elections results 

reported that Olmert told the American officials: \"Some 
[government] coalitions are more comfortable from a 
foreign-affairs perspective 

comfortable in the area of economics.\" HaVaretz wrote 
that Welch and Abrams agreed during their talks in 
Jerusalem that there would be no contact with Hamas 
members inthe PA. They announced that the U.S. would 
not transfer money to the Hamas government or other 
Hamas agents 

to the three conditions for Washington\'s recognition of 
the new Palestinian government: the renunciation of 
violence 

to previous agreements signed between Israel and the 
PA. HaVaretz reported that the American emissaries 
emphasized the importance to Washington of preventing a 
humanitarian crisis in the PA 

Israel would intensify if conditions in the territories 
worsened. Israel Radio quoted FM Tzipi Livni as saying 
on Thursday during a meeting with Welch and Abrams that 
the day the Hamas government was sworn in 

all ties with the PA 

media quoted FM Livni and Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz 
as saying during meetings with the senior US officials 
that Israel views the PA as responsible for acts of 

terror 

not prepared to fight terrorism. Mofaz and Livni were 
also quoted as saying that Israel intends to leave the 
passages with the Gaza Strip open. Israel Radio quoted 
Mofaz as saying that this would not happen at the price 
of the lives of Israelis. Hatzofe reported that 

information has reached Jerusalem that the US will soon 
\"resume\" humanitarian aid to the Palestinians through 
USAID and the UN Development Program. Hatzofe cited 
the concern of Israeli officials that the funds would 

reach the Hamas government. 


All media reported that on Thursday 

Elections Committee (CEC) published the results of the 
elections 

diplomats 

number of seats as made public on the day after the 
election: 

Kadima: 29 (28); Labor: 20; Shas: 12 (13); Likud: 12 
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(11); Yisrael Beiteinu: 11 (12); National Union- 

National Religious Party 9: Pensioners\' Party: 7; 

United Torah Judaism: 6; Meretz: 5 (4); Arab parties: 9 
(10) (Balad -- National Democratic Assembly: 3; Hadash: 
3; and United Arab List: 3 (4)). The CEC will release 

its official announcement on April 5th. Yediot quoted 
Olmert associates as saying that the two seats that 
Kadima and Meretz gained \"increase the chance of 
withdrawals in the West Bank.\" Hatzofe reported that 
the 17th Knesset will be sworn in on April 17 

Passover week. HaVaretz quoted Olmert as saying behind 
closed doors that he is leaning toward bringing Avigdor 
Lieberman\'s Yisrael Beiteinu into the coalition instead 

of Shas. HaVaretz noted that Olmert can form a 61-MK 
majority coalition without Shas that would support his 
convergence plan: Kadima-Labor-PensionersY Party- 
Meretz. 


HaVaretz reported that former Mossad chief Ephraim 
Halevy reveals 

the Shadows 

assassination attempt on Hamas leader Khaled Mashal in 
Jordan in 1997 

from the Hamas leadership to reach an understanding on 
a cease-fire for 30 years. Halevy claims that the 

offer 

conveyed by a Mossad representative 

only after the botched hit. 


Yediot and The Jerusalem Post reported that on 
Thursday 

Olmert from South Africa and congratulated him on 
winning the elections. The newspapers quoted Abbas as 
saying he hoped that Olmert would succeed in forming a 
coalition as soon as possible. Both newspapers wrote 
that the call was not followed by an announcement of 
any plans for a meeting. Israel Radio reported that 
Palestinian PM Ismail Haniyeh wrote in the British 

daily The Guardian that OlmertVs unilateralism is a 
recipe for conflict. 


HaVaretz reported that Kadima Knesset Member-designate 
and former Shin Bet head Avi Dichter wrote in an 

analysis paper released in Washington and co-authored 
with American researcher Daniel Byman under the 
auspices of the Saban Center for Middle East policy- 
Brookings Institution 

Palestinian terrorism 

especially interested in couriers -- the envoys who 

convey messages between underground cells. 

The Jerusalem Post quoted Israeli archaeologists as 
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saying that the main road that ran from Jerusalem\'s 
City of David to the Temple Mount during the time of 
the Second Temple has been uncovered. 


Yediot reported that PM Sharon is expected to be 
transferred in two weeks from Hadassah University 
Hospital 

rehabilitation hospital in the Sheba Medical Center at 
Tel Hashomer 


HaVaretz (English Ed.) reported that results from the 
mock Israeli elections that took place among 8 

students on campuses across the US last week gave the 
Likud Party control of the government with 44 Knesset 
seats -- about four times what the Israeli electorate 

gave that party. The newspaper wrote that with an 
estimated 400 

the number of online voted reflects only a very small 
percentage of the student body. 


Washington correspondent Shmuel Rosner wrote in 
independent 

regrettable it may be 

that extend beyond the range of immediate events.\" 


Washington correspondent Nathan Guttman wrote in the 
conservative 

opposes unilateral moves and supports the bilateral 
approach based on the Roadmap. But this should be 
seen 


Senior columnist and longtime dove Yoel Marcus wrote in 
HaVaretz: \"[Olmert\'s] national leadership skills will 

be tested by how well he keeps his promises to end the 
occupation." 


Senior columnist Nahum Barnea and diplomatic 
correspondent Shimon Shiffer wrote in mass-circulation 
pluralist Yediot Aharonot: \"The Labor Party is [Ehud 
Olmert\'s] preferred partner. From this standpoint 

least 


Editorial Page Editor Saul Singer wrote in The 
Jerusalem Post: \"If there is sadness to this election 
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it is because of the sense of impotence that Israel\'s 
news strategy brings when stripped of its global 
context.\" 


Columnist Khaled Abu Toameh wrote in The Jerusalem 
Post: \"Olmert 

decide which authority he must deal with -- the 
\'irrelevant\' one led by Abbas or the \'video-conference\' 
Hamas government.\" 


Block Quotes: 


|. "March Madness\" 


Washington correspondent Shmuel Rosner wrote in 
independent 

question now on the agenda is how to deal with 
Hamas.... However regrettable it may be 

have no answers that extend beyond the range of 
immediate events. During Ehud OlmertVs visit to the 
United States -- he has already been invited by the 
President 

progress is made in forming the new coalition -- the 
sides will discuss seriously 

time 

talks will go beyond trying to resolve current problems 
and extinguishing the small fires that distract the 
leaders attention from the greater vision." 


II. "Keep Steady Now" 


Washington correspondent Nathan Guttman wrote in the 
conservative 

\"The US opposes unilateral moves and supports the 
bilateral approach based on the Roadmap. But this 
should be seen 

Only after a mechanism of assisting the Palestinians is 
put in place and the PA\'s economy is stabilized will 

the US begin to deal with the greater question of 
whether there is any way to revive the Roadmap and push 
for bilateral negotiations 

gone forever and it is time to examine OlmertVs 
unilateral ideas. \" 


lll. \"Go Olmert Go -- Part IN" 


Senior columnist and longtime dove Yoel Marcus wrote in 
HaVaretz (March 31): \"Kadima didn\'t get what it wanted 
but it is still Israel's No. 1 party.... Olmert has a 

majority for putting together a peace government and 
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continuing Sharon\'s legacy. | see all these gloomy 
faces around me 

is a party that came out of nowhere.... But this party 
has made history.... As someone who has never been in a 
front-line leadership position at any stage in his 
political career 

what he\'s made of.... Olmert is a smart 

guy 

mayor 

comatose prime minister 

cautious. From now on 

national leadership skills will be tested by how well 

he keeps his promises to end the occupation. | said it 
last week 

it again: Go 


IV. \"The First Olmert Government" 


Senior columnist Nahum Barnea and diplomatic 
correspondent Shimon Shiffer wrote in mass-circulation 
pluralist Yediot Aharonot (March 31): WThe Labor Party 
is [Ehud OlmertVs] preferred partner. From this 
standpoint 

footsteps. He is convinced that the Labor Party is 
closest to his foreign policy plan (Peretz agrees with 
him on this point) 

members are also close to him in their economic and 
social views.... [Foreign Minister Tzipi] Livni truly 
believes in disengagement.... Israel's governmental 
culture is based on rivalry: Everyone barricades 
himself in his own territory. This is particularly 
prominent in the relations with the US: The Prime 
Minister on his own 

the Defense Ministry and the army on their own. Livni 
hopes to break this circle of folly.\" 


V. \"Converging on Containment\" 

Editorial Page Editor Saul Singer wrote in The 
Jerusalem Post (March 31): \"Neither a containment 
strategy nor a more realistic victory strategy makes 
sense outside the context of the West\'s global war to 
defeat the Islamist Jihad. If America is losing its 

war 

containment is not ambitious enough. If there is 
sadness to this election 

impotence that Israel\'s news strategy brings when 
stripped of its global context.... Our challenge now is 
to work to integrate our private containment approach 
with a global victory strategy that provides a 

realistic basis for hope and peace." 
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V. \"Burning Issues\" 


Columnist Khaled Abu Toameh wrote in The Jerusalem Post 
(March 31): \"Abbas and some Fatah officials may be 
sincere about their desire to return to the negotiating 
table 

chamber on Tuesday 

not seem to offer any hope 

foreseeable future. VJihad is our path and the Koran 
is our constitution 

battle cries sounded by dozens of defiant Hamas 
legislators and ministers. Abbas did appear 

in the week 

cabinet\'s political program.... Olmert 

of the world 

must deal with -- the \'irrelevant\' one led by Abbas or 
the \'video-conference\' Hamas government 

Bank ministers and leaders are 

using public transportation to commute between cities 
and villages.\" 


Senior columnist and chief defense commentator Zeev 
Schiff wrote in independent 
\"The strategic problem turns into the question of the 
cheapest way to withdraw.\" 

Block Quotes: 


\"The Wrong War\" 


Senior columnist and chief defense commentator Zeev 
Schiff wrote in independent 

(March 31): \"Are the Americans winning the war in lraq 
or losing? From the Six-Day War we learned that even a 
sweeping military victory does not always end the 

military confrontation 

remain as occupation forces. From the Lebanon War we 
learned that a prolonged stay in the field turns 
yesterday\'s supporters into enemies 

problem turns into the question of the cheapest way to 
withdraw.... An important test will be whether the 
disintegration of Iraq into three entities 

ensuing civil war 

Iraqi government is on a democratic path. Saddam 
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Hussein has been overthrown 

destruction were eliminated even before the war. One 
of these days 

-- on condition that it does not fall under the 

influence of ShiVite Iran." 


JONES 
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ties to either the DaVawa or SCIRI/Badr parties. End Comment.) 


3. (C) Although all but four members of the BPC are from 

Unified Iraqi Coalition (List 555) parties 

agreement or cohesion between these members 

disagreements exist among members of the same party. Chairman 
Mohammed Saadon Sahed Al Obadi (DaVawa) has isolated himself 
from many of the other members by continuously declaring 
boycotts on communications with Coalition partners and on the 
British in particular 

Development Committee and the Security Committee in their 
efforts to improving the infrastructure and security situation 

in Basrah. Even other DaVawa party members have confided in REO 
poloffs that they privately do not agree with the Chairman\'s 

policies but will not refute them in public (Reftel A). 


Basrah Bad Boys 


4. (C) Of the 41 members 
for being particularly unhelpful in their extremist and 
anti-Coalition platforms. 


5. (C) Chairman Mohammed Saadon Sahed ΑΙ Obadi (Daawa) 
despite his sterling reputation gained from being imprisoned 
during the former regime 

been able to control the unruly council. Since September 2005 
he has taken an increasingly anti-MNF-I stance 

boycott on communications with Coalition partners and the 
British on three separate occasions (Reftel B). These boycotts 
enhance the Chairman\'s image as a strongman who is not afraid to 
stand up to the Coalition. Other council members admit that the 
boycotts have backfired 

and security of Basrah. 


6. (C) The Chairman has proven to be beyond the reach of 
reasonable discussion. At meetings with REO staff 

degenerates into ranting monologues after a few minutes. Other 
council members present at meetings with him ignore his rages. 
In December 2005 

requiring that all routine paperwork and correspondence pass 
through his hands for personal clearance 
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that further isolated him from other BPC members and resulted in 
an increased decline in productivity. The dysfunctionality of 

the BPC is not entirely the responsibility of the Chairman - the 
council is so divided that it would not function well even with 
expert leadership - but a more competent political leader would 
have been able to guide the BPC through differences and effect 
change in Basrah for the better. 


7. (C) Governor Mohammed Moassibh Al WahVil (Fadillah) is best 
described as a duplicitous crook whose primary goal is personal 
enrichment (Reftel C). The internal affairs division of the 

Iraqi police 

functioned as a private militia that took orders directly from 

the Governor 
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the police. Fadillah party adherents also work in various other 
units in the police force and the Facilities Protection Service 
and act as an unofficial militia for the party. A compromise 
candidate for governor in January 2005 

secured his current position because he was neither strong 
enough nor extreme enough to worry either OMS or SCIRI. Since 
then 

appearing in public with Moqtada al Sadr during a February 26 
visit to Basrah (Reftel D). Though he publicly states that the 
current boycott against the Coalition is none of his doing 

has taken no action to stop them. 


8. (C) Khazl Jaloob Falih 

into the category of \"Basrah Bad Boys\" for his extremist views 
anti-Coalition viewpoints 

Islam. Described as a \"simple man\" by some REO contacts and as 
an out-and-out criminal by others 

the BPC. By using extremist Islamic rhetoric 

to hijack dialogue in the BPC on much legislation 

BPC members who question him. REO contacts describe Abu Salam 
as gaining in political power within the Fadillah party (Reftel 

E) and as the real power behind the Governor. 


The Good Guys 


9. (C) The few political moderates on the council who are 
influential enough to counter the extremists are those who have 

a religious reputation 

who have donated generously from their personal finances 
rendering them immune to attacks from fundamentalist extremists. 
The most influential of the political moderates is Seyid Baha 
Ahmed Jamal Al Deen (DaVawa) 
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respected family. Seyid Baha managed a non-governmental charity 
organization before being elected to the council 

untouchable reputation as a religious man who cares for the poor 
and needy. His interest in serving the people 

using his position to pillage for profit 

maintains open lines of communication with Coalition partners 

and has expressed interest in mounting projects to employ poor 
people in Basrah. 


10. (C) Seyid Gali Najem Muter (Iraqi National Accord) is a 
secular political moderate who is not afraid to voice his own 
opinions in public (see reftel F for more background on Gali). 
He commands considerable public support and respect. His 
religious background as a descendant of the prophet makes his 
message on the secular separation of religion from government 
all the more powerful. His personable demeanor and charisma 
have won him much public sympathy. Known to crack jokes during 
council sessions 

break tensions and move negotiations forward. When he talks 
people listen. He has told REO staff that he would like to 

start a project on public information to educate the public on 
important issues leading up to the provincial elections. 


11. (C) Dr. Wathib Salman ΑΙ Gamud (DaVawa) also has a sterling 
reputation in Basrah as an educated doctor who has used his 
wealth to found an orphanage in the city (see reftel G for more 
background on Dr. Wathib). As a British citizen who spent over 

20 years in Great Britain during the Saddam years 

must deal with being seen as someone who deserted Iraq during 
the hard times and came back when he stood to gain politically. 
Nevertheless 

community and has learned how to work the system for 
international support. 


12. (C) Of the female BPC members 

stand up and voice opposition to extremists. Two of the more 
vocal female candidates 

Haifa Malij Jaafir (Islamic independent) were elected as 
national parliamentarians in the December 15 election and will 
be replaced at the provincial level. 


13. (C) One woman who has the political and religious authority 
to push back in council sessions is Dr. Seknaa Falak Al Malkee 
(Independent). She is from a well-known and well-respected 
religious family in Zubair. Her youngest brother 

Mohamed Falik 

Zubair. Both Dr. Seknaa and her brother are active in their 
charity organization that provides assistance to widows 

orphans 

untouchable 

religious authority of the Ayatollah is in everyone\'s minds. 
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Intelligent and active in her own right 

legitimate political figure who would do well regardless of her 
family connections. In the cutthroat environment of the BPC 
today 

keeps her afloat in a rising tide of religious extremism on the 
council. 
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Comment 


14. (C) The streets of Basrah pile up with garbage and the 
security situation in the city spirals downward as council 
members bicker and plot against each other. The \"holier than 
thou" attitude that the majority Shia party members on the 
council have taken in order to push through personal agendas 
rather than thoughtful legislation 

battleground into one where minority parties representing Sunni 
Christian 

At best 

same small number of seats it now has on the Council in the next 
provincial election. It is entirely possible that only Shia 

political parties will be represented on the council in the 

future. Shia political moderates with strong religious 
backgrounds are the only political moderates in Basrah who will 
realistically be able to compete with the extremists in the next 
provincial election. 

GROSS 


58883 

bought"). With no monitoring 
Under such circumstances 
extremely well in these areas. 


4. (C) Greater Bangkok (7 million voters) and the South (6 
million voters) will pose stiffer challenges for TRT 

polling place personnel and local officials are more likely 

to be Thaksin opponents. But there will still be no official 
monitoring 

the commitment of the election officials. The Bangkok vote 
is difficult to predict 

from the northeast or other rural areas 

may lie with their rural roots. There may also be lurking 
resentment at the middle class and student-oriented protests 
that have rocked Bangkok for weeks. TRT ran well in Bangkok 
just a year ago 

South 

vote 
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2005 

districts. Greater Bangkok and the South have over 120 seats 
for many of which there is only one candidate. These are the 
areas most likely to provoke a constitutional dilemma: what 

to do if the voting does not produce all 500 MPs required? 


WILL THAKSIN STEP DOWN? 


5. (C) The first question on everyone\'s mind Monday morning 
will be: is Thaksin going to step down? The media has been 
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full of hints that he is considering Vtaking a breakY and 
some TRT members and officials predict he will follow 
through. At this point 

know what he\'ll do after the vote. Unfortunately 

steps down 

be planning a very short break indeed -- just a few months to 
permit constitutional reform 

offer is unlikely to satisfy the demonstrators. Even if 
Thaksin is ready to step down for a longer period 

question will arise 

one discussing post-election scenarios has really dealt with 
that question. One logical solution if Thaksin steps down 
would be to toss out the results of the April 2 vote and 

start over 

participate. However 

tough option to choose. Declare the elections void and 
reconstitute the old Parliament? Also a difficult choice. 


OR WILL HE TOUGH IT OUT? 


6. (C) If Thaksin decides to fight on 

wrenching process with seating the newly-elected Parliament. 
If 

the EC has said that the question will have to go to the 
Constitutional Court 

without the full quota of 500. In a similar situation five 

years ago 

200 members before it could convene. Nonetheless 

has a reputation for falling in line with the PMVs interests 
Thus 

produce a legitimate winner 

Representatives composed almost exclusively of TRT members. 


IS THE PARTY OVER? 
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7. (C) The opposition to Thaksin is tired 

running out of steam. The demonstrations are getting bigger 
and our contacts in the countryside indicate that they are 
making some headway even in the cities and towns of the TRT 
strongholds. If the PM tries to dig in after the elections 

the anti-Thaksin demonstrators will assuredly be back on the 
streets again. 


8. (C) Until now 

Democracy) has been impressively disciplined and organized; 
their demonstrations have generally been cheerful 

affairs with a festive atmosphere. They have cultivated good 
contacts with the police. They have also had almost a 
complete monopoly on demonstrating -- there has been 
remarkably little protest activity outside the framework of 

the PAD. But this could change if Thaksin does not step 
down. Particularly in Bangkok 

are frayed. There will be at least a few who will be inclined 

to employ more confrontational methods. 


9. (C) During the past week 

demonstrations that could have provoked a violent response. 
In Bangkok 

TRT party headquarters in the middle of the night. Farmers 
seeking debt relief blockaded a bank and the PAD blockaded 
the Electoral Commission headquarters. In Chiang Mai 
violence actually broke out on Thursday 

supporters blocked the roads to prevent a Democrat Party 
rally 

rotten eggs 

the stage and back to the airport. A small bomb was also 
found at Democrat Party headquarters in Bangkok earlier this 
week. 


10. (C) The police and military have so far refrained from 
intervening to arrest peaceful protesters 

threats from the government that it would like to do so. 

After the election 

demonstrators is likely to increase greatly 

struggles to reassert control over the capital. The 

government has also announced that it has videotaped protest 
speeches and will prepare to bring criminal defamation 
charges against the speakers. Efforts to arrest the 
charismatic demonstration leaders or peaceful demonstrators 
or a heavy-handed police response to rowdy students -- any of 
these options could provoke a violent response. Without 
wanting to sound alarmist 

next few weeks that the situation could deteriorate fairly 
quickly. 
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ACTION ITEMS 
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11. (C) We plan to convene the EAC after the elections 
as often as necessary 

However 

the demonstrations. In addition: 


-- We have reviewed the Consular Information Sheet and warden 
messages 

demonstrations. We believe that this advice is still 

appropriate. 


-- We have prepared press guidance (septel) for use 
immediately after the election 
comment. 


-- Post will continue to use contacts with security forces 
opposition groups and government officials to underscore the 
need for restraint and the use of only peaceful means in 
resolving the conflict. 


COMMENT 


12: (C) Itis generally believed here (rightly or not) that 

if violence breaks out and people are injured or killed 
Thaksin will have to step down. Since Thaksin and his 
stalwarts understand this 

avoid violence. Even so 

control the forces supporting him. The incident at the 
Democrat rally in Chiang Mai could easily have resulted in 
serious injuries or worse. The anti-Thaksin forces have also 
whipped up strong feelings they may be unable to contain. 
There are still optimists who believe that Thaksin will find 

a way to make a graceful exit after April 2 

Palace will intervene in the event that he stubbornly refuses 
to go. Two things appear certain: 1) the election 

many saw as a 50/50 proposition only a couple of weeks ago 
will almost certainly proceed as scheduled on April 2; and 2) 
the period after the election will be tense. The protests to 
date have been remarkably peaceful 

it\'s unlikely to remain that way indefinitely. 


BOYCE 
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Mandalay 

parties 

consular anti-fraud investigations 

the \"political\" movie \"Crash.\" The article ended by warning 
that \"if the Embassy continues such activities 

definitely face more such opposition from the Burmese.\" 


4. (Ο) The ethnic businessman also described the serious lack 
of electricity in Mandalay at present (ref A) 

electricity was rarely available for even for one day out of 
three. Mandalay municipal authorities recently banned people 
from operating private generators on sidewalks in front of 
homes and businesses 

source was unsure whether the authorities would begin to 
confiscate the generators 

tax for those who wished to continue to generate their own 
electricity. 


5.(C) The Mandalay source also reported that Mandalay 
authorities were not granting permits to Christians this year 
to hold their traditional large Easter celebrations in April. 
Therefore 

discrete services this year. Mandalay Christians 
traditionally hold a \"summer Bible course\" in Pyin Oo Lwin 
(Maymyo) during the April 13-16 Water Festival 

local authorities have rejected their requests to hold this 
annual event 

authorities.\" 


6. (C) COMMENT: Mandalay\'s new Regional Military Commander is 
much more restrictive than his predecessor 

to interrogate and intimidate citizens and condemn our 

outreach activities bear testimony to the importance of these 

visits and the need for us to continue to engage the 

residents of Mandalay on a regular basis. END COMMENT. 
STOLTZ 
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2005 and March 2006. The Police Human Rights cell told 
Emboff that internal police investigations found 109 police 
personnel guilty of human rights violations 

remainder of cases were for corruption and other 
inappropriate behavior. Government action against all 
violators included firing 72 police personnel 

persons 

statement noted \"we stopped the promotion of 91 police 
personnel and decreased the grade of 59 police personnel 
during the year.\" Police reported that out of 167 cases 
filed by civilians against police personnel 
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investigated and found 40 complaints to be genuine and 56 
complaints to be false 

complaints. The other 23 cases were resolved by compromise 
with the complainants. The police stated that a total of 

9 

March 2006 

to March 2005. 


2. (U) A March 29 editorial in the English-language daily The 
Himalayan Times titled \"Cleaning the Cleaners\" praised police 
action saying 

authority in the police department have been brought to book 

in a benefiting manner.\" It continued 

if other sectors drew a lesson from this initiative and 

followed suit in the process to root out corruption and 

rights abuses from the system.\" 


RNA Probing Human Rights Allegations 


3. (C) The Royal Nepalese Army team investigating allegations 
(reftel) that RNA soldiers \"manhandled\" and \"terrorized\" 
\"more than 100\" local residents in Imaliya Village 
Kanchanpur District in far western Nepal found that RNA 
members \"used force inappropriately.\" From March 22 to 25 
RNA soldiers summoned dozens of villagers and beat them at an 
RNA post in Kanchanpur because the villagers allegedly had 
provided food and shelter to Maoists. The RNA actions 
against civilians began after the Maoists reportedly killed 

an RNA soldier on leave in a village near Imaliya on March 

22. Major Sanjaya of the RNA Human Rights Cell told Emboff 
that the RNA court of inquiry into the incident was ongoing. 
While he expected it would be completed in the next few days 
he noted that he was unable to predict the outcome or what 
type of action would be taken until the official inquiry 

ended. Under military law 

court of inquiry could face a court martial. 


Comment 


4. (C) While impunity of official violators remains a key 
human rights concern 

to be more responsible in punishing wrongdoers. 
MORIARTY 
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the British Virgin Islands. 


... Taiwan Just Wants Clear Rules 
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11. (C) Director Young noted that the government is calling 
for tighter controls on investment in the mainland and 

noting the high levels 

the number of indirect ways to get money in and out. Is it 
possible for the government to really slow the pace of 
investment? Hu replied that the government isnVt trying to 
stop investment in China but does want to slow things down 
and to make the rules for investment in China clearer. Hu 
pointed to the differing approaches of Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Corp. (TSMC) and United Microelectronics Corp. 
(UMC). (Note: The UMC Chairman was recently indicted for 
failing to report an investment in a Mainland semiconductor 
manufacturing firm.) The Director replied that such a policy 
suggested that those who break the rules would now be 
punished. Hu agreed 

government planned to open up to trade and investment in 
China. Most restrictions will be in high-tech areas where 
there is a concern that Taiwan could lose its competitive 
advantage or in security related areas 

traditional industries there would be greater liberalization. 
Large sectors of Taiwan\'s economy could soon see greater 
freedom 


12. (C) There is a perception that cross-Strait limits will 
hurt Taiwan\'s competitiveness 

Taiwan deal with this problem? China\'s market provides 
opportunities and risks 

The government needs to balance these risks. It is trying to 
do so by slowing the pace of investment in China and by 
encouraging companies to diversify their investments away 
from China. This takes a long time 

successful. Hu argued that former-President Lee Tung-hui\'s 
\"Go South\" policy was criticized but now Taiwan is the 
biggest investor in Vietnam 

Malaysia and Thailand 

Philippines. 


13. (C) CEPD hopes to continue to encourage companies to 
diversify their investments out of China by moving to other 
regions like Southeast Asia 

Acer is the best selling personal computer in Europe and that 
giant Taiwan manufacturer Honghai was investing in Chennai 
India. Taiwan\'s strength in hardware and India\'s strong 


Column 3 

software sector were naturally complementary 

foresees opportunities for Taiwan investments in India\'s 
petrochemical industry to grow. Taiwan has already become 
the #1 investor in Vietnam and many traditional industries 
have transferred from China to Vietnam to take advantage of 
Vietnam\'s cheaper labor. Hu also suggested networks of 
overseas Chinese helped to facilitate Taiwan investment in 
Southeast Asia. Encouraging this kind of diversification is 
an important part of Taiwan\'s strategy 


14. (C) Hu said Taiwan continues to talk to China about 
opening direct charter flights but needed some assurances. 
There are those 

far toward China. He noted that AmCham Executive Director 
Richard Vulstyke had recently told him without direct air 

links with China it would be difficult to get US businesses 

to support an FTA 

greater confidence to open to China. Director Young noted 
that there were a lot of assumptions about what an FTA could 
do for Taiwan 

continue to have significant issues we need to work thougn. 
He noted that the upcoming Trade and Investment Framework 
Agreement (TIFA) meeting in May is a chance for the U.S. and 
Taiwan to review our entire economic relationship. However 
Young warned that his discussions in Washington before 
arriving in Taipei had made it clear negotiating an FTA will 

not be easy. 


15. (C) Hu understood the need to make an economic case for 
an FTA 

confidence it needed to liberalize with China and would also 
give U.S. firms a base from which to enter the Chinese 
market. Young responded that there are those who fear that 
the PRC will resist a U.S./Taiwan FTA and that this was a 
serious concern. He added that the U.S. was willing to 

listen to all possible steps to strengthen trade relations 

but that an FTA would only be possible if there were 
significant economic benefit to the U.S. Could Taiwan fully 
liberalize agricultural trade 

Taiwan was prepared for the U.S. to ask for this but 
acknowledged it would not be easy. There would be lots of 
difficulties 
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16. (C) Director Young noted that Taiwan\'s busy election 
calendar made these types of policy decisions very difficult. 

Hu responded that although agriculture is only 1.7 of 
Taiwan\'s GDP 

figure suggests. If Taiwan is to liberalize agricultural 

trade 

to help farmers. He mentioned that the DPP had increased the 
monthly stipend for retired farmers from NT$3000 to 
NT$5000/month. Hu dismissed the suggestion that the 
government is beholden to the farmers for their political 
support. Instead 

because they are among the poorest in Taiwan. Farmers are a 
politically powerful symbol because they represent society\'s 
fear of the new knowledge economy and widening income gap. 


17. (U) The government is making headway by helping farmers 
move to higher value crops 

Hu. Young recalled that in the 60\'s and 70\'s Taiwan had 

tried to create rural industries to get farmers out of 

agriculture and surmised that only the hard core were left. 

Hu said it was to help this \"hard corel" that the agricultural 
pension system was established. Actually 

sector is larger than the GDP figures indicate 

these people show up in the light industry sector if they are 
doing agricultural processing 

opening their homes as guest houses. As much as 5-6% of the 
population is occupied in agriculture despite its low 

contribution to Taiwan\'s overall GDP. 


18. (U) When asked about Taiwan\'s current fiscal situation 

Hu admitted that the government budget was still in deficit 

but said the government planned to correct the imbalance by 
2012. The problem is primarily with the tax structure 

was exacerbated by the economic slowdown in 2003. Last year 
revenue exceeded spending by NT$160B. CEPD hopes to raise 
the tax revenues to 16% of GDP. Gas prices are likely to 
increase and the price of electricity is also scheduled to 
increase gradually over the next several years. Taiwan is 

very interested in finding ways to increase energy 

efficiency 

reportedly investing in hybrid engine production technology. 

In a few years 

powered streetlights as energy saving measures 
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19. (C) Young replied that given Taiwan\'s budget deficit 
appreciated President Chen\'s pledge to increase the defense 
budget to 3% of GDP. He emphasized that Taiwan needs to pull 
its weight in defense matters. Hu agreed that Taiwan needs 

to be able to protect itself. Young reminded Hu that it was 

not only the ability to defend but also the deterrent value 

that was important. China needs another reason to think 

twice about attacking Taiwan. Hu said the government 
understood 

Legislative Yuan (LY) made it difficult. Young added that 

the military spending debate illustrated why the focus in 

Taiwan needs to shift towards promoting good governance. The 
economic and political structure is in place 

partisanship is hurting democracy in Taiwan. 


20. (SBU) Turning to the banking system 

earlier concerns about the high rate of non-performing loans 
(NPLs) appear to have been resolved and asked what was next 
on the financial reform agenda? Hu replied that the first 

stage of financial reforms was to cut NPLs. Now they have 
dropped from double digits to less than 3%. Next 

like to see Taiwan become a regional financial sector. To 
accomplish this goal 

the number of state-owned banks by half before cutting the 
market share of state banks from the current 58% to 20%. The 
government had already met the first target 

number of state banks by half by the end of 2005. 


21. (SBU) The governmentVs next task is to create three big 
banks 

will force the state-owned banks to expand internationally. 

He hoped the market share of state owned banks would drop to 
20 by 2007. Hu also noted that Taiwan has too many small 
banks and hoped that the number could be reduced through 
mergers and acquisitions. When asked about the recent \"card 
slave\" reports in the Taiwan press 

credit card interest rates were often extremely high and that 
some banks had been offering credit too easily and without 
doing due diligence. However 

driven to crime or suicide had been sensationalized 
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Labor Policies a Social Problem? 


22. (U) Director Young then asked about guest workers 
recalling that there used to be about 300 

replied that the numbers are about the same 

Thai 

social problem 

strict regulations on wages 

sometimes problems. Young noted that labor unions opposed 
bank privatization. Hu agreed that unions never like 
privatization but added that Taiwan unions were not militant 
like those in Korea. 


23. (C) Returning to cross-Straits relations 

lots of businesses would like to open to China and reaffirmed 
that Taiwan was actively negotiating on cross-Strait flights 

with the Chinese. Director Young suggested the problem might 
be the channel of communication. Hu disagreed 

that it is an economic problem on the Chinese side. Both 

sides want to get an economic advantage. Any real 

negotiation takes time 

things from the Taiwan side 


24. (C) Young repeated that an FTA wasnWt excluded 

would be difficult. There is concern in Washington an FTA 

with Taiwan would risk complicating our multifaceted 
relationship with China. There is also the need to ensure 

that an FTA would achieve maximum trade results for US 
companies. Young again questioned whether Taiwan was 
willing to put sacred cows on the table 

spoken about this with Deputy U.S. Trade Representative Karan 
Bhatia before leaving Washington. DUSTR Bhatia had said USTR 
resources were stretched thin as FTA negotiations with Korea 
and Malaysia progressed. The expiration of Fast Track 
authority in 2007 posed an additional problem. That said 
looked forward to discussing our entire bilateral trade 
relationship in TIFA talks in May 


25. (C) Comment: We report Hu\'s views in some detail because 
they represent the governments rosy perspective. This 

stands in marked contrast to many of the more pessimistic 

views of the business community. The gap between the two 
views suggests more dialogue across the divide might be 
warranted. End Comment. 

YOUNG 
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the editorial \"unhelpful\" and told us they were disappointed 
that the GOB mischaracterized NLD intentions. The NLD plans 
to convene the multi-party "Committee to Represent the 
People\'s Parliament" (CRPP) to discuss a joint response to 
the editorial and to a recent Sr Gen Than Shwe\'s speech in 
which he said it will take Ya long time to achieve democracy 
in Burma. NLD leaders remain concerned about Aung San Suu 
Kyi\'s security and well-being 

any new plot or specific threat against her. End Summary. 


2. (U) On March 29 and 30 

including the regime\'s official daily 

Myanmar 

February 12 proposal to convene the Parliament elected in 
1990 in return for the opposition\'s recognition of the ruling 
regime as a legitimate transitional government. In issuing 
their proposal 

negotiating offer 

by April 17 


3. (U) Entitled \"Flexibility or Trickery?\" the lengthy 

diatribe accused the NLD of attempting to \"grab power" by 
insisting on implementing the 1990 election results 
eliminating a future governing role for the Tatmadaw (armed 
forces) 

views the Tatmadaw government as a military dictatorship 
junta 

dictatorship as democracy.\" 


4. (C) P/E chief met on March 30 with NLD Secretary U Lwin 
and Chairman U Aung Shwe. The NLD leaders said they had 
received no direct reply to their proposal from the SPDC 

did they expect to receive any. They acknowledged that the 
published editorial was the GOBVs first 

reaction to their proposal. 


5. (C) The NLD leaders viewed the editorial as \"unhelpful\" 

and expressed disappointment that the GOB mischaracterized 
NLD intentions 

party policies. U Aung Shwe said the party was also dismayed 
that SPDC Chairman Than Shwe 

address (March 27) 

achieve democracy in Burma. U Lwin said that the NLD planned 
to convene the multi-party \"Committee to Represent the 
People\'s Parliament\" (CRPP) to discuss a joint response to 

the editorial and to the Senior General\'s speech. 


6. (S) On a separate issue 
a recent claim 
service 
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Burma\" (NCUB) had received proof the \"Burmese military were 
planning to assassinate Aung San Suu Kyi.\" The NLD leaders 
said they remain concerned about ASSK\'s security and 
well-being 

proper bodyguard 

plot or threat against her. They noted that party 

arrangements for daily deliveries of food to her compound 

via SPDC security intermediaries 

uninterrupted. Her personal physician hopes to receive 
permission soon for his monthly visit to her compound. 


7. (C) Comment: Although the SPDC continues to harass and 
intimidate NLD members 

the party in its official press for several years. The GOB\'s 
published reaction to the NLD\'s compromise proposal was 
therefore unexpected. Although the GOB lambasted the NLD and 
reiterated its standard allegations of NLD collusion with 

Vthe West Bloc\" and with terrorist exile groups 

editorial began with a curiously accurate synopsis of the NLD 
proposal 

and for possible mediation by ASEAN. We agree with NLD 
leaders that the regime has no intention of negotiating or 
responding to the proposal seriously. Nonetheless 

has drawn public attention to the NLD\'s new approach via its 
published rebuttal and made it clear which side refuses to 
budge. End Comment. 

STOLTZ 


2. (SBU) On March 30 

Accounts Committee (PAC) 

oversight body 

anticipated results of its investigation into the Anglo- 
Leasing scandals. Although laboriously titled Report on 
Special Audit on Procurement of Passport Issuing Equipment 
by the Department the Immigration 

President and Ministry of Home Affairs 

document provides a useful reminder to all readers 
including Washington consumers 

Leasing" refers to. In its original and simplest form 

refers to two large-scale procurement scams 

$54.6 million to procure turnkey construction of a police 
forensics lab 

procurement of a new secure passport issuing system. Both 
contracts were with a non-existent UK finance company 
Anglo Leasing and Finance Ltd. 


3. (SBU) But \"Anglo-Leasing\" has come to be short-hand for 
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a series of security-related procurement scams that 
followed much the same pattern and involved the same loose 
and shadowy network of GOK officials and private 
businessmen described in greater detail ref A. (Note: Ref A 
requests visa revocations against four members of this 
network; that request remain pending in Washington. End 
note). The PAC report therefore reminds us that \"Anglo- 
Leasing\" is much more than one or two isolated scandals 
but rather a large and sticky web of high-level 

scale corruption. To wit 


-- 18 separate contracts of the Anglo-Leasing nature worth 
$730 million were signed by the Moi and Kibaki Governments 
between 1997 and 2003. 


-- A total of $240 million was paid out under these 
contracts through May 2005. A total of around $12 million 
has been mysteriously returned to the government on three 
of the 18 projects after their exposure in mid-2004. 


4. (SBU) Initially 

Parliament appeared problematic. Predictably 
government on March 28 tried to block it from being 
introduced. But in a clear win for Parliamentary 
independence 

government\'s arcane legal arguments and ruled March 30 that 
the report be tabled for debate in light of the \"immense 
public interest.\" The following day 

available 

condensed versions and excerpts in all major papers on 
March 31. Post has e-mailed the full report to AF/E and 
INL/C/CP. A useful condensed version is available at: 


http://nationmedia.com/dailynation/downloads/ PAC- 


NAIROBI 00001439 002 OF 003 


Report.pdf. 


5. (SBU) The PAC report lays out in even greater and more 
stunning detail the connections between the Anglo-Leasing 
and similar deals and the senior-most members of the Kibaki 
administration. Its evidence relies heavily 

exclusively 

from government documents and from testimony obtained from 
18 witnesses who appeared at 22 \"sittings\" before the PAC. 
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The report paints a compelling narrative of corruption and 
cover-up in the 18 Anglo-Leasing-style procurement scams 
complete with charts and graphics that identify a series of 
non-existent finance companies and the individuals behind 
them. At the same time 

inter-relatedness\" between specific individuals and tainted 
deals so as not to categorically pass judgment and lay the 
PAC open to charges of slander. As such 

connect the dots 

reader is left with little doubt about where the evidence 
points. 


6. (SBU) The PAC report nonetheless discusses and passes 
judgment of a sort on a number of individuals and organs of 
the Kenyan government. In a section entitled \"Political 
Culpability 

President and the ministers involved were \"constitutionally 
responsible for the actions under their control 

they \"did not exercise due care and diligence in 

undertaking those responsibilities.\" The report rejects 
claims from Vice President and Home Affairs Minister Moody 
Awori and other ministers that they were unaware of the 
corrupt deals being hatched within their ministries 

that the evidence clearly shows they were well-briefed at 

all times regarding the suspect transactions. The report 

has the following to say about some of the key players in 

the Anglo-Leasing drama: 


-- Ex-Minister of Finance David Mwiraria: \"The Ministry 
abdicated its...role...in as far as securing external 

loans." Mwiraria \"displayed a most cavalier attitude\" and 
\"was either outrightly incompetent...or deliberately remiss 
in giving the Anglo-Leasing principals an advantage.\" 


-- Ex-Justice Minister Kiraitu Murungi: \"There is credible 
evidence that Hon. Murungi MP gave protection to Anglo- 
Leasing principals...the principals behind Anglo-Leasing 
were probably a front for persons within President Kibaki\'s 
administration.\" 


-- Head of Civil Service Francis Muthaura: Muthaura \"misled 
the public that there had been no wrongdoing...\" and on 
related matters \"...either deliberately misled the 

Committee or is incompetent in his duties.\" 


-- The Kenya Anti-Corruption Commission: The KACC 
Justice Aaron Ringera only recommended prosecution of lower- 
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level civil servants in the initial Anglo-Leasing 

investigations and appears to have closed off for itself 
other fruitful avenues of investigation. The PAC report 
concludes it \"is not convinced about the ability of the 
KACC to prosecute the case given its selective exclusion of 
political figures.\" 


7. (C) Through a recital of facts 

makes clear President Mwai Kibaki was fully briefed on the 
Anglo-Leasing and related scams 

his administration was behind them. But it never says so 
directly. The PAC report is more explicit: 


-- \"...it would be difficult to conclude that he (Githongo) 
did not brief the President on the Anglo-Leasing contract.\" 


-- \"Even if it is accepted that Mr. Githongo never briefed 
the President 
testified that the President received appropriate 
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briefings.\" 
-- The Committee believes the KACC reports were availed to 
the President and especially that his Governance and Ethic 


Permanent Secretary dealing with corruption issues kept him 
fully informed.\" 


8. (SBU) The PAC report makes 16 recommendations 
among them: 


-- Prosecution of \"persons involved in negotiations and 
approval of the passport issuing equipment project.\" 


-- Termination or resolution by the Attorney General of the 
18 frozen security-related contracts. 


-- Tabling in Parliament of the audits of the 18 projects. 


-- Presidential authorization for government to release 
additional information to the PAC to allow it to further 
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investigate the 18 projects. 


-- A series of procedural and institutional measures to 
increase the oversight authority of Parliament with regard 
to procurement and foreign borrowing. 


9. (C) Without doubt 

political incentive to draft a hard-hitting and well- 
organized report. By statute 

of the political opposition 

the articulate head of the opposition KANU party. The rest 
ofthe PAC consists of four other KANU members 

two additional members affiliated with the ruling NARC 
government. GOK cries that the corruption allegations are 
politically motivated will thus always have a ring of 

truth. This should not 

much from the substantive contribution the PAC report is 
making in terms of greater transparency in the long war 
against corruption in Kenya. The report itself 

fact that it was successfully tabled and then made 
available publicly is an important and positive step 
towards greater accountability and transparency. Kudos 
again to the media 


10. (C) After weeks of headlines about cocaine and 
mercenaries 

related scandals to the spotlight 

inadequacy thus far of the government\'s response to the now 
well-documented allegations of high level graft and cover- 
up. Thus 

coming days 

GOK will react. We hope weVre wrong 

that in the current polarized atmosphere 

publicly proclaim its intention to aggressively investigate 
and prosecute all graft 

and do whatever it can behind the scenes to divert further 
attention from the Anglo-Leasing issue. We do not expect 
any additional political accountability from Kibaki. The 
President 

definitive statement on the Anglo-Leasing affair since the 
release of the Githongo dossier in January 

situation is only more difficult now because the PAC report 
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is even more explicit in revealing that Kibaki knew about 
Anglo-Leasing all along. 

Bellamy 
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Governor Suwat Tantipat and Police Chief Major General Jirut 
Prommobon reportedly received reprimands for the violence from 
Bangkok 


8. (C) Comment: Chiang Mai\'s relatively invisible Thaksin 
opposition has been the target of previous intimidation by the 

city\'s pro-TRT political rulers 

at the restaurant of well-known singer and Thaksin opponent 
Soontharee Wecharnon last weekend. The unprecedented level of 
hooliganism and violence in Thursday\'s attack shocked many 
people 

people than anything the Democrats might have said at the rally. 


CAMP 
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Dutch Cabinet was shocked by the allegations and called for 
an investigation of all armed forces. MOD State Secretary 
Cees van der Knaap ordered a full investigation by an 
independent committee. Parliamentary interest is high; at 
least one member has called for \"significant change\" in the 
culture of the armed services. End summary. 


The Incidents 


2. (C) Over the past week 

extensively on a series of allegations of sexual 

intimidation 

Hiddes 

Persian Gulf. The allegations were brought to light by the 
AFMP military union following the dismissal of a female 
corporal 

been sexually assaulted on board the Tjerk Hiddes. The 
alleged victim also reported heavy alcohol and drug use among 
crew members. 


3. (C) Separately 

on board the HMS Amsterdam that occurred last year in which 
crew members reenacted scenes from photos taken at the Abu 
Ghraib prison. According to crew members 

was meant as an \"initiation ritual.\" At least some of the 
sailors allegedly involved in the initiation reportedly were 

of Muslim origin. The HMS Amsterdam is currently serving in 
CTF-150. 
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MOD Responds 


4.(C) MOD State Secretary Cees van der Knaap ordered a full 
investigation by an independent committee consisting of two 
Queen\'s commissioners and the director of the Expertise 
Center of Forensic Psychiatry. Defense Minister Kamp said 
that he did not want to downplay the alleged incidents 
recognized that the armed forces must set an example. Atthe 
same time 

misconduct within the armed forces was \"no worse than within 
other organizations.\" Kamp denied the existence of a 

\"culture of cover-up\" within the armed forces. Dutch Navy 
service commander Adm. Kelder -- who canceled a trip to 
Curacao to discuss Partnership of the Americas after reports 
of the incidents broke -- noted that with a navy of 11 

persons 

them.\" He said he would meet separately with the commanders 
of Dutch naval vessels to remind them of the need to abide by 
the rules of conduct aboard naval vessels. 


Labor Union Outrage 


5. (C) AFMP Union President van den Burg accused Kamp as 
downplaying both incidents and the extent of the problem 
within the Dutch armed forces. He added that naval 
leadership had pressured him to forego going public on a 
number of other incidents. Van den Burg said the incidents 
reflect a \"degeneration of norms and values\" and pointed to 
increased pressure due to budget cuts. As a result 

naval vessels are sailing with minimal crews 

tension and officers more inclined to \"look the other way!" 
with regard to conduct infractions 


Parliamentary Involvement 


6. (C) Labor Party (PvdA) spokesperson Angelien Eijsink -- a 
possible Defense Minister candidate should the Labor Party 
win the national election in 2007 -- condemned the incidents 
but hoped they would ultimately lead to reform. She argues 
that the incidents aboard the Tjerk Hiddes are but the \"tip 

of the iceberg 

ignored the issue and should have called for an independent 
investigation long ago. Eijsink noted that the MOD wrongly 
interprets the absence of complaints of sexual harassment or 
assault as evidence that no problems exist. On the contrary 
Eijsink said 
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rather resign due to pressure and intimidation within the 
services. 


Comment 


7.(C) While it is unclear how damaging the alleged incidents 
will be for the Dutch Navy in the long run 

military leadership is obviously taking them very seriously 

-- as evidenced by Adm. KelderYs canceled trip to Curacao. 
Recruitment for the Dutch navy is already the lowest of all 
Dutch armed forces 

media attention is not effectively dealt with. While most 
Parliamentarians appear momentarily satisfied that van der 
Knaap\'s call for an independent investigation is a good first 
step 

perhaps some members of the coalition parties as well -- will 
not let this issue drop 


ARNALL 
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and Le TW" and that any funds attributable to LeT or JuD would 
already be subject to freezing and/or seizing under existing 
Indian legislation. 


2. (S) Econoff on March 31 delivered Reftel demarche to 
Deputy Secretary Surjit Singh 

Affairs 

appropriate action with India 


3. (U) Visit New Delhi\'s Classified Website: 
(http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/sa/newdelhi/) 
MULFORD 
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society. Moscow Carnegie Center analyst Nikolay Petrov said 

it represented genuine grassroots democracy in Russia of a 

type that functioned despite a lack of financial support 

including from the West. IF Western-funded NGOs were 
eliminated 

in the motorist protest would be all that would be left. 

Lyudmila Alekseyeva noted that independent human rights NGOs 
needed to reach out to grassroots movements of this kind. 


UNITED RUSSIA JUMPS ON THE BANDWAGON 


9. (C) The pro-Kremlin United Russia (YR) initially refused 
to support a Communist Party of the Russian Federation (KPRF) 


Column 3 

initiative in the Duma on Shcherbinskiy\'s behalf. After the 
movement\'s popularity spread 

The YR website announced that prominent lawyer and Public 
Chamber member Anatoliy Kucherena had become part of 
Shcherbinskiy\'s defense team. YR also announced it had 
gathered almost 27 

Shcherbinskiy. On March 22 

appeal 

Krasnodar 

observers noted that YR was unable to match the mass turnout 
of the February demonstrations. 


10. (C) While some saw Altay Kray court\'s March 23 decision 
to overturn the ruling as an encouraging sign 

that the fact that it took place only after YR jumped on the 
bandwagon was a discouraging reminder that the judiciary 
often makes decisions based on political considerations and 
instructions from the authorities. Looking beyond the 

acquittal 

passing legislation that would limit the use of flashing 

lights. 


COMMENT 


11. (C) Despite the disheartening initial ruling to convict 
Shcherbinskiy and the fact that he was acquitted on appeal 
only after YR jumped on the bandwagon 

make their voices heard through a grassroots movement. 
Despite Kremlin efforts to coopt civil society or frighten it 
into submission 

circumstances 

and try to pressure the government. Civil society is on the 
defensive 

RUSSELL 
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statement calling on the government not to extend the contracts 

of the two Commissioners of the Independent Electoral Commission 
(IEC) 

Mokhele Likate 

office. Another controversy involving the IEC was the arrest of 

the Director of elections 

Inspector 

summary. 


2. Internal power struggles have become evident in the BNP 
Youth League recently as a small group of rebel Youth League 
members announced that they had elected Joang Molapo who lost to 
the current chairman in April 

action by Molapo\'s group 
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MPs who call their group 

Statement by the BNP Youth League leadership labeled them as 
\"sore losers\" who were bent on destabilizing the party. The 
Chairman added that they do not abide by democratic norms and 
values and do not respect the rule of law. The statement by 

Youth League stressed that those rebel members should seize from 
making false statements proclaiming their un-elected minuscule 
group as the legitimate one. 


3. The Chairman of the BNP Maseru Regional Constituencies 
Motloheloa Khaka 

and ridiculing the statement by the Deputy Prime Minister in 
Parliament on February 10 

attempt\" on the renegade BNP MP and leader of the \"Struggle for 
Democratic Change\" faction of the BNP 

Khaka challenged the manner in which the \" bomb\" was discovered 
by Mr. Nyeoe\'s driver and subsequent action. The BNP inquired 
how the driver knew that the object was a \"bomb\" and asked why 
he did not call the police bomb disposal unit or a forensic team 

of experts to scene of the find but instead called a friend of 

his to remove the object and take it to the police. Knaka wanted 
an explanation as to why someone could just remove a dangerous 
object without calling the police. Secondly 

his supporters to elaborate on how a molotov cocktail 

was attached an unsigned threatening note and a 5.56 caliber 
round 

scene. He also inquired how Mr. Nyeoe would have read the 
contents of the \"threatening note\" if the \"bomb\" was intended to 
kill him instantly. Mr. Khaka pointed out that this was a simple 
hoax intended to prop-up Mr. Nyeoe\'s political career. He called 
Nyeoe a nonentity and urged him to desist from such a 
stage-managed hare-brained stunt. He concluded by advising Mr. 
Nyeoe and his \"cronies\" to stop \"crying wolf\" 

people might not know if truly there is a wolf out to devour 

him. 


4.  lnaseparate press release 

government not to extend the contracts of the two IEC 
Commissioners. The BNP stated that Messrs Thoahlane and Likate 
would complete their two (2) terms in office in accordance with 

the constitution in April 

indicated that their sources informed that the government with 
advice by the Attorney General a.i. 

to by-pass the constitution and extend the contracts against the 
wishes of the majority of opposition parties. They have also 
indicated that they have lost confidence in the IEC because it 

had allowed unwarranted interference by members of the cabinet. 
They contend that the IEC is independent" only by name. 


5. On February 24 2006 
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Ralitsie 

Inspector 

charge. They are accused of collaborating with two directors of 
M and K Security Company that guards IEC facilities nationally. 
They are accused of making false payments V'phantom guards\" and 
also exaggerating the number of guards in the districts. The 
case was remanded to the first week of April but the date has 
not been set. The four were released after paying a M 4000.00 
(approximately $ 650.00) bail deposit. The two IEC officers have 
not been suspended; they are still on active duty. 


6. Comment: The intra-party turmoil in the BNP Youth League 
is not likely to make any significant impact. The group led by 
Joang Molapo is small and has no real following. The BNP 
statement regarding an V'assassination attempt by a petrol bomb" 
on a rebel BNP MP 

executed the hoax was. The BNP has managed to convince many 
observers that this was in fact a hoax. This incident raised 
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more questions and doubts than answers. 


With regard to the contracts of the IEC Commissioners 
there is still no clear indication on what course of action the 
government will take. This has generated a lot of interest and 
in the next few weeks 
closely whether the contracts will be extended or the government 
and the State Council in consultation with political parties 
will appoint new commissioners. The Government has held talks 
with opposition parties and suggested a compromise position -- 
to retain one \"experienced\" Commissioner so there will be at 
least one knowledgeable official to prepare for the 2007 
elections. Word is that the opposition has rejected the 
compromise. If the stalemate continues 
would call the Council of State 
Letsie Ill. Such action 
the next 2-3 weeks since the Commissioners terms end in April. 


The fraud case involving IEC officers has re-ignited the 
assertion by opposition parties especially the BNP 
has always been staffed by corrupt officers since the first 
post-military elections in 1993. The situation is exacerbated by 
the fact that the two officers have not been suspended from 
active duty pending the outcome of their trial 
usual practice. This incident 
unusual and raises many questions about the integrity of the 
IEC. In addition 
participated in the recent by-election held on March 22 2006 


Column 3 

Lebakeng Constituency 

faith in the IEC by political parties. Meanwhile 

party 

month or two according to post contacts. There is still tension 
within the ruling Lesotho Congress for Democracy (LCD) since 
their last conference in January and the shooting of the Foreign 
Minister. Rumors suggest that up to four cabinet members may 
lose their portfolios. End comment. 

PERRY 
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China continued to play a pivotal and essentially 
constructive role 


nuclear-armed DPRK. 


6. (SBU) Austrian MFA DAS for nuclear nonproliferation 
Alexander Kmentt informed the U.S. side that the EU had 
completed its internal deliberations and was now prepared to 
contribute to the administrative costs of winding up KEDO. 
He inquired about a date for the next KEDO executive council 
meeting. 


INDIA 


7. (C) Kmentt said that there was 

position on the U.S.-India civilian nuclear cooperation 

initiative. Many EU member states did not feel that they had 

all the information required to make an informed decision. 

He noted that the EU established a strategic dialogue with 

India at the September 2005 EU-India summit. Senior 

officials would continue this dialogue in May 2006 at an 
EU-India Troika on global and regional security 

nonproliferation and disarmament. The U.S.-India initiative 
would occupy a prominent place on the agenda for this meeting. 


8. (C) Kmentt also reviewed the March 23 NSG Consultative 
Group meeting. He said EU member states had mostly posed 
questions about the Indian separation plan. However 

were also deep-seated concerns about possible repercussions 
for the NPT. The EU wondered if the deal might not 

indirectly help the Indian military program. Some EU member 
states criticized that the agreement did not stipulate a 
moratorium on production of fissile material 

India\'s support for CTBT. 


9. (C) There were further questions about the scope and 
intent of safeguards 

approached the IAEA with any concrete proposal. It was not 
clear what sort of Additional Protocol was envisioned 
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the purpose of the AP was to search for illicit activities. 
This could not be the case for India 

avowed strategic program. 


10. (C) Giannella said that many were questioning why the 
deal did not call for India to cease production of fissile 
material. It was a positive step that the U.S. and India had 
agreed to work toward a Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty 
(FMCT) 

In the meantime 

stockpiles and imports of civilian nuclear fuel might free 
capacity for military uses. 


11. (C) Semmel said this line of argument would not stand up 
to closer scrutiny. First 

stockpiles 

produce more weapons. Second 

India imported other fuels - gas or oil - they were also 

freeing up nuclear supplies for military use. However 

India was serious about meeting its burgeoning energy needs 
by expanding its use of nuclear energy 

transparent they were - i.e. 

facilities they put under safeguards - the more external 
assistance they would be eligible to get. 


12. (C) In response to an EU inquiry 

representatives that the U.S. timeline and sequencing called 
for several things to happen. The Administration would first 
submit the plan to Congress to request a waiver for India of 
provisions in the Atomic Energy Act 

prohibit nuclear cooperation. Then the USG would seek 
consensus within the NSG for an India-specific exception to 
the NSG guidelines. Finally 

bilateral nuclear cooperation agreement. The USG would seek 
assurances regarding continuity of supply of nuclear fuel. 


13. (C) Kmentt said that China had been reticent in the NSG 
meeting 

Cynkin noted that four of the P-5 have observed a moratorium 
on testing 

rivalry that had led India to test was primarily the 

perceived strategic threat from China. 


14. (C) Kmentt summed up by saying that it would be hard for 
many to accept the agreement as a net gain for 
nonproliferation. However 

of engaging India. There were economic issues in the 
initiative that transcended narrow nonproliferation goals. 

The overall decision on how and when to proceed should take 
place in consideration of these overarching goals. Still 

the international community would have to consider the 
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serious issues it raised for global nonproliferation regimes. 


15. (C) Embassy comment: Kmentt referred later in an aside 

to a meeting on March 22 between SCA A/S Richard Boucher and 
Austrian MFA Political Director Mayr-Harting in which the 
U.S.-India agreement figured prominently. The Austrian 
government appears to have taken account of Boucher\'s 
argument thatthe U.S.-India initiative has merits beyond the 
nonproliferation concerns and seems to be prepared to 

evaluate it in this context. End comment. 


SYRIA 


16. (SBU) Giannella explained that the EU-Syrian Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement (TCA) was \"frozen 

initialed but never signed. The EU had not even begun the 
process of submitting it to the Council of Ministers for 
approval. There were several political concerns that led to 
putting the agreement on ice 

Syrian role in Lebanon. DAS Semmel thanked her for the 
information 

concerns about chemical weapons proliferation with regard to 
Syria. 


Export Controls 


17. (C) Finnish MFA Director for Arms Control Laura 
Kansikas-Debraise told us that the accession of newer EU 
member states and candidate states (such as Romania) would 
strengthen the MTCR. The EU would welcome U.S. support for 
this. Semmel assured the EU that the U.S. continued to 
support membership for those countries 

to the linkages Russia was trying to make 

regarding Kazakhstan and China. 


HAGUE CODE OF CONDUCT 


18. (C) Semmel noted that the U.S. had not yet given 
pre-launch notifications (PLN) under the HCOC 

resolve issues concerning a bilateral MoU on PLN with Russia 
first. Cynkin explained that the Russians had not shown 
sufficient flexibility on taxation and liability provisions 

of the MoU 


AUSTRALIA GROUP MEMBERSHIP 


19. (C) Kmentt said that Russia had recently demarched all 
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25 EU capitals to generate support for its Australia Group 
(AG) membership. The EU tended generally to look with favor 
on the application 

exporter. The EU might - without establishing an explicit 
linkage - deliver its response to Russia just before the next 
MTCR meeting. 


20. (C) Semmel agreed that Russia was adamant about its 
ambitions to join the AG. However 

recent slippage in Russian export controls 

regarding certain entities. The U.S. would insist in 
particular on full compliance with BTCW Convention 
obligations. The USG hoped that holding fast to these 
standards would induce Russia to make the necessary 
adjustments. 


EXBS 


21. (C) Giannella described EU programs similar in their 
objectives to EXBS. The German customs and export control 


authority 

officials. The Swedish NGO SIPRI has similar programs for 
Ukraine and the Balkans. The EU has told India and Pakistan 
that they cannot have a fully successful economic 

relationship with the EU without addressing Europe\'s concerns 
on export controls. The EU is planning a program to help 

India and Pakistan strengthen export control regimes. 


NSG 


22. (C) Semmel said the U.S. had supported the UK/Austrian 
proposal to strengthen President Bush\'s initiative to require 
the Additional Protocol as a Condition of Supply. However 
Brazil was resisting this. Kmentt referred to an EU Troika 
with Brazil in December 2005 at which Brazil had hinted at 
possible movement. Kmentt hoped that a French/Russian 
proposal floated in the NSG on March 23 might lead to a 
breakthrough. 


UNSCR 1540 


23. (SBU) U.S. and EU representatives agreed on the 
necessity of an extension to UN Security Council resolution 
1540. Semmel noted that the U.S. would like to see UNSCR 
1540 reinforced with a provision on sanctions against 
companies involved in financing proliferation along the lines 
of E.O. 13382; he further noted that while this is a 
preference 

provision if it jeopardized extension of the Resolution for 
another two-year period. 
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Nuclear Issues 


NPT 


24. (SBU) Kmentt observed that the previous Troika had taken 
stock of the 2005 NPT RevCon. Austria wanted to propose 
holding the next PrepCom in Vienna in 2007 in conjunction 
with the fiftieth anniversary of the IAEA : perhaps the 

change of scenery would help make the best use of the 
preparation process. The NPT is going through a difficult 
phase 

avoid divisions - in the interest of all NPT parties. 


25. (SBU) Semmel said it was in some ways unfortunate that 
NPT rules would not allow partial agreements - the 2005 
RevCon had shown a great degree of consensus on export 
controls 

NPT as the keystone of global nonproliferation efforts 

hoped eventually for universal membership. Regarding 
President Bush\'s 2004 proposal to ban transfers of enrichment 
and reprocessing facilities (ENR) to countries that do not 
already have fully functioning facilities 

delegations noted that Russia would bring in a criteria-based 
proposal in the G-8 context and that ΙΑΕΑ Director General ΕΙ 
Baradei was proposing a long-term moratorium on such 
transfers. 


IAEA 


26. (SBU) Kmentt said the EU was currently implementing 
joint actions in support of the ΙΑΕΑ on physical protection 

of facilities 

against trafficking in nuclear materials. Another 

possibility was assistance on national legislation to 

implement the Additional Protocol. The EU regretted that the 
Committee on Safeguards and Verification (CSV) had gotten 
bogged down on administrative issues. Semmel said the U.S. 
would support using the 2004 surplus to pay forthe CSV. The 
U.S. had prepared a draft work program for the CSV and would 
fight to make this committee more effective. 


Disarmament Issues 


CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT (CD) 
27. (C) U.S. Acting Permanent Representative to the CD 


Thomas Cynkin said the U.S. was disappointed that attempts by 
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others to create linkages between different issues 
\"package deal" of political trade-offs 

on a CD work program. The U.S. 

believed that the next logical step for the CD would be to 
agree to a \"clean 

Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty (FMCT). While U.S. experts 
had concluded that such a treaty could not be effectively 
verifiable 

treaty. Cynkin expressed appreciation for the EU common 
position on FMCT 

preconditions 

common position any reference to the Shannon Mandate 
insists a priori upon effective verification of any FMCT 
agreement. 


28. (C) EU representatives concurred that the issue ripe for 
progress in the CD was the FMCT. However 

Control Director Kansiskas-Debraise said we needed to show 
responsiveness to NAM concerns. Kmentt asked if it would not 
be possible to offer face-saving concessions to the G-21 to 

get things moving. Giannella said the EU was concerned about 
the general atmosphere in global nonproliferation fora 

she said was \"very tense. A little flexibility on 

procedural issues might achieve a lot on substance. 


UN DISARMAMENT COMMISSION (UNDC) 


29. (C) U.S. and EU representatives welcomed the resumption 
of UNDC work after a three-year hiatus. Austrian MFA A/S 
Dorothea Auer asked how UNDC working methods could be 
improved and suggested beginning with easier topics. The 
start of talks would be a good opportunity to engage the NAM 
countries and clear out some misunderstandings. Cynkin 
responded that U.S.-EU cooperation and candor were key to 
ensuring that talks were productive. There would be little 

point in a superficial approach that pretended things were on 
track if they weren\'t. 


BIOLOGICAL AND TOXIN WEAPONS CONVENTION 


30. (SBU) Auer gave the U.S. side copies of the EU Joint 
Action approved by the EU Council of Ministers on February 
27 

toxin weapons 

support of the BTWC.\" Auer said the EU wished to increase 
the effectiveness of the Secretary General\'s mechanisms for 
investigating alleged use of chemical and biological weapons. 
The concept was to engage as many countries as possible to 
increase national compliance and transparency through 
confidence-building measures (CBMs). 
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31. (SBU) Giannella added that the EU wanted to help 
countries translate convention obligations into national 
legislation and promote accession to the BTCW by states not 
yet parties. The EU was planning five regional workshops in 
2006-2007 in Western and Central Africa 

Africa 

America/Caribbean. Cynkin said the U.S. would look carefully 
at the initiatives. 


32. (SBU) Auer provided a copy of an EU Common Position on 
the 2006 RevCon. A discussion ensued about the dates (and 
length) ofthe RevCon. Giannella said the EU was working on 
a substantive proposal for the RevCon 

agenda to share with the U.S. The U.S. and EU sides agreed 
to exchange ideas for the RevCon in advance of the April 
PrepCom via e-mail. 


CHEMICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION (CWC) 


33. (C) The EU side turned over a copy of a December 12 
2005 EU Council Joint Action on support for the Organization 
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) activities \"in 
the framework of the implementation of the EU Strategy 
against Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction.\" 
Giannella noted the EU\'s goal of universal compliance with 
the CWC 

meeting deadlines for destruction of chemical weapons. The 


EU had not been pleased that Russia had coupled its request 
for extension with an application for assistance. Auer 
pointed out the April deadline for extension requests. 


34. (C) Cynkin said the U.S. intended to request the maximum 
extension until 2012 

complete destruction by that time. He explained the U.S. had 
very extensive stockpiles and had already destroyed more 
agent than all other declared CW possessors combined. 
However 

delays. The USG would report the situation to the U.S. 
Congress. Cynkin asked for EU understanding of the 
difficulties and solicited ideas on how to manage the impact 
on general compliance. Giannella said the U.S. should lay 
out a clear road map with precise 

including explanations of the technical problems and how they 
could be overcome. 


CONVENTION ON CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS (CCW) 
35. (C) Finland\'s Kansiskas-Debraise said the EU had been 


disappointed in the outcome of the March meeting in Geneva 
particularly regarding a protocol on land mines other than 


Column 3 

anti-personnel mines (MOTAPM). She thought the paper tabled 
in November had contained so many compromises that it would 
be difficult t0 go beyond that - otherwise 

be \"worthless.\" Cynkin said that the U.S. and EU should 

raise the pressure on recalcitrant states such as China 

Russia and Pakistan. 


36. (C) Cynkin brought up President Bush\'s proposal for a 
ban on sale or transfer of persistent land mines 

proposal elicited little enthusiasm from the EU side. Kmentt 
thought while the proposal had some merit for non-Ottawa 
signatories 

since the majority of CCW members had committed to abolish 
all mines. 


DIALOGUE ON VERIFICATION AND COMPLIANCE 


37. (SBU) Participants agreed that the next U.S.-EU dialogue 
on this should take place in May 2006. The EU Council 
Secretariat proposed that this session should focus primarily 


SIPDIS 
on the Biological (and Toxin) Weapons Convention (BTWC). 


VIDEO CONFERENCING FUTURE DIALOGUES 


38. (SBU) The final agenda item was a U.S. proposal to 
video conference future U.S.-EU Troika dialogues 

it has worked well in other trans-Atlantic fora. The EU did 
not respond with enthusiasm to this proposal 

would consider the proposal but suggested that future 
dialogues could meet during other international fora such as 
the UNGA First Committee in New York. 


39. (SBU) List of Participants: 


Austrian MFA 
Dorothea Auer 
Alexander Kmentt 


Finnish MFA 
Laura Kansikas-Debraise 
Tarja Pesamaa 


EU Council Secretariat 
Annalisa Giannella 
Stephan Klement 
Zuzana Sutiakova 


Commission (Delegation to ΙΑΕΑ) 
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Andrew Byrne 


U.S. 

ISN DAS Andrew Semmel 

U.S. Acting PermRep to the CD (Geneva) Thomas Cynkin 
Embassy Vienna PolOff Michael DeTar (Notetaker) 


40. (SBU) ISN DAS Semmel and U.S. Acting PermRep to Geneva 
CD Cynkin cleared this message. 


McCaw 
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interested" in the proposal that India 

Ambassadors co-host talks between the Palace and the 
political parties. On March 31 

Chinese Ambassador Sun to convey India\'s views. Sun noted 
that he understood 

that was worth trying. Sun commented that State Councilor 
Tang had realized during his March visit to Nepal that the 
King had not been able to deliver on his promises when he 
assumed power on February 1 

work was needed to bring the political parties and the Palace 
together. 


Comment 


2. (C) China shares our concerns about the need for 
reconciliation between the Palace and the Parties and the 
threat the Maoists pose to Nepal and stability in the region. 
We should remain open to the possibility of finding ways to 
cooperate with Beijing on Nepal. 


MORIARTY 
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this Texas-sized country of 1.7 million people enjoys an 
annual per capita income of $4 

is extraordinarily concentrated. Botswana suffers from 
high unemployment (24 percent) and poverty rates (30 
percent). The implications of this skewed income 
distribution became clear when a recent diarrhea outbreak 
resulted in over 400 infant deaths 

malnourished children. 


4. In 2005 
overwhelmingly to growth in the value of its diamond 
exports based on increased output and a favorable 
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adjustment to the exchange rate mechanism. Diamonds 
account for roughly three-quarters of Botswana\'s exports 
almost half of government revenues 

GDP. AGOA eligibility has helped to diversify exports 
particularly into textiles. Last year 

$67.3 million to the U.S. and imported $178 million. AGOA 
covered $30.1 million of exports to the U.S. 

percent from 2004. The Mission continues to work with the 
government and private sector to identify new strategies 
for expanding the non-mining sectors of Botswana\'s economy 
through regional and international trade. 


5. Botswana\'s democratic institutions and credible 
economic policies have made it eligible to transfer up to 
$7.4 million in debt owed the U.S. to local NGO 
conservation activities through the Tropical Forest 
Conservation Act. This will only happen 

government signs an agreement with the U.S. this fiscal 
year. TFCA has the potential to transform local NGO 
involvement in the environmental sector. 


HIV/AIDS: BOTSWANA\'S BIGGEST THREAT 


6. UNAIDS estimates that more than 330 

a population of 1.7 million are now living with HIV/AIDS; 
many are not aware of their status. In 2005 

rate among pregnant women aged 15-49 was 33.4 percent 
from 37.4 percent in 2003. Officially 

all deaths in the country are due to AIDS 

actual percentage is probably much higher. The nation\'s 
growing orphan population 

is estimated at 112 

rise to as high as 214 
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7. Through the President\'s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(EP) 

2005 and $55 million in 2006 for prevention 

care programs 

CDC (USAIDVs involvement in the EP in Botswana has been 
muted because of the lack of a bilateral program). In 
partnership with the Government of Botswana 

made an impact. Over 60 

anti-retroviral treatment (up from 10 

is likely about half the people in the nation requiring 

such treatment. Programs for prevention of mother to child 
transmission have brought infant infection to virtually 

zero. Over 230 
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than once) since the inception of USG-funded \"Tebelopele\" 
voluntary counseling and testing centers. Eight of the 
sixteen \"Tebelopele\" sites were constructed using DoD 
Humanitarian Assistance funds managed by the Office of 
Defense Cooperation; five more are in the works. The Peace 
Corps program 

focuses exclusively on combating HIV/AIDS. 


8. President Mogae has called HIV/AIDS \"the greatest 
challenge Botswana has faced 

multi-sectoral strategy including prevention 

treatment programs. A key component of the strategy is the 
free public anti-retroviral treatment program 

its kind and scale in the world. Botswana also introduced 
routine testing for HIV/AIDS at government health 

facilities. Happily 

epidemic\'s rate of growth may be declining. As noted 
previously 

to 49 dropped 4 percent from 2003 to 2005. The drop is 
higher among younger women -- more good news. There also 
has been a decrease in rates of sexually transmitted 
diseases and some evidence of a decline in risky sexual 
behavior. 


9. Botswana\'s private/public partners in its overall 
efforts to combat HIV/AIDS include 

Government 

University of Pennsylvania 

Bristol Myers Squibb 

Foundation 

Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations. 


SAN/CKGR CONTROVERSY TARNISHES GOOD IMAGE 


10. An international controversy that has erupted over the 
GOB\'s treatment of the San ethnic minorities threatens to 
tarnish Botswana\'s strong record of respect for human 
rights. Beginning in the mid 1980s 

encouraged residents of the Central Kalahari Game Reserve 
to relocate to villages outside the park and offered them 
compensation to move. After several rounds of compensated 
moves 

CKGR 

effectively coercing the last hangers on to relocate. 

Those San and other minorities who felt forced to move took 
the government to court 

of the relocation. U.K.-based NGO Survival International 

(SI) is funding their case and waging a public relations 

battle against Botswana by depicting its diamonds as 
\"conflict diamonds.\" Although the government recently gave 
indications that it was willing to pursue a mutually 
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agreeable solution through dialog 

vocal refusals to \"capitulate\" to SI\'s demands have thrown 
these prospects into doubt. The Mission is reaching out to 
DeBeers 

solution to this damaging row. 


BOTSWANA TO RETURN TO PEACEKEEPING 


11. Botswana boasts one of the most professional and 
capable militaries on the continent. During the last 
fourteen years 

in three major peacekeeping operations (PKOs) 

1992-1994 

Since the Lesotho operation 

to participate in any large scale PKO 

have military observers deployed to Eritrea and Sudan. In 
November 2005 

contingent of peacekeepers to Sudan. (The BDF has three 
C-130 aircraft obtained through the DOD Excess Property 
program 

maintained of their kind in Africa.) The government agreed 
to participate in the airlift with the following two 

stipulations: the US military lead the operation and the 
government receive reimbursement for the expenses of the 
operation. Through EUCOM\'s military-to-military contact 
program 

observe a USAF transport operation in Rwanda and an 
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additional training/assessment event is scheduled for 
April 16-21 to further assist the BDF prepare for an 
August/September mission to Sudan. 


RE-ENGAGING SADC 


12. In 2003 

agreements with USAID because of U.S. government policy and 
legal restrictions concerning Zimbabwe. Since that time 
USAID has supported SADC technical working groups and 
independent units 

within the relevant legal parameters. In August 2005 
SADC Heads of State appointed Tomaz Salomao the new 
Executive Secretary of the SADC Secretariat. In addition 
the secretariat underwent a near-total personnel turnover 
in 2005. While this further stalled implementation of 
SADC\'s various agreements 

willing to open up opportunities for the U.S. to re-engage 
with SADC within our set policy and legal bounds. In his 
meetings with the Ambassador 
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desire to reestablish closer working relations with the 
U.S. (reftel). 


COMMENT 


13. In addition to familiarizing yourself with Botswana and 
the many facets of our Mission 

opportunity to reinforce a few key messages: We applaud 
Botswana\'s strong record on good governance. We are able 
and eager to expand our partnership 

HIV/AIDS mission and new important environmental 
initiatives such as the Tropical Forest Conservation Act. 
We are glad that Botswana is preparing to provide air 
support to the Sudan PKO and believe that 

professional military 

Botswana to fulfill. In order to maintain a positive 
international image 

resolution to the CKGR controversy. We hope that creative 
thinking on both sides will enable U.S. and SADC to 
re-invigorate our partnership in keeping with the 

limitations we have due to the crisis in Zimbabwe. 
CANAVAN 
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the Civil Code has been declared ultra vires 

wrote in its verdict upholding gender equity. The verdict 

was the result of public interest litigation filed by a local 

NGO. The Court ordered the government to promulgate a Civil 
Code law that was equal for men and women. 


Ruling Elevates Status of Women 


2. (C) Sapana Malla 

and Development 

told Emboff that this was a \"very good decision by the 
Supreme Court" She explained that the changes go into 
effect immediately 

Vwomen neither need to wait for the Parliament to act 

they need to wait for the government to formulate a new law.\" 
She also stressed that V'the ruling dispelled the myth of 
many Hindus\" that only women could be infertile and 
recognized that men could also be infertile. She hoped that 
the ruling would also pave the way for more Nepali families 
to consider adoption 

Nepali society. 


Comment 


3. (C) The Supreme Court is working to address long-standing 
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societal inequalities and grievances that the Maoists have 
exploited in their recruiting efforts. This Supreme Court 

ruling increasing women\'s rights follows the November 28 
ruling (ref A) that women can get passports on their own 

the December 15 ruling (ref B) that married women can dispose 
of property on their own. 

MORIARTY 
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Promulgate the Law 

Choice" while La Tribune says he \"should\" promulgate it today. 
Les Echos says Chirac is on the \"Front Line\" and La Croix 
titles: Chirac Will Have to Make the Difference." While 
Liberation headlines \"The Temptation of Force 

press focuses on the impact to the streets: YA Green Light for 
Blows\" reads France Soir 

Fever Is Mounting.\" President Chirac is expected to address 
the nation this evening at 8PM. Meanwhile the unions remain 
firm about the need to withdraw the CPE as they confer about 
next Tuesday\'s day of protest. Most editorials are devoted to 
this story. (See Part C) In La Croix a political expert 

contends that the crisis has weakened interior Minister 
Sarkozy as much as PM Villepin. 


Most dailies announce the UNSC decision to grant Iran one 
month to accept its conditions and stop its uranium 

enrichment. The fact that the UNSC is divided about the 
sanctions issues is noted. Le Figaro titles its article \"Iran 

Lends a Deaf Ear to UN\" (See Part C) and quotes Secretary Rice 
from Berlin: V'I do not think it is appropriate at this time to 

talk of sanctions.\" Secretary Rice\'s meeting with President 
Chirac is noted in a separate boxed article: \"President Chirac 
emphasized a ‘convergence of views\' with Washington . during a 
one hour meeting essentially devoted to nuclear issues. 
President Chirac expressed his 'concernV on the subject 

insisted that "France was satisfied with the UNSC resolution.V 
Secretary Rice went on to Great Britain 


SIPDIS 
European trip. V 


The Israeli elections elicits a commentary in Le Figaro 

entitled With Olmert 

while in Liberation former socialist FM Hubert Vedrine pens an 
op-ed on V'the new chances for Israel.V In Le Figaro EU 
correspondent Alexandrine Bouilhet pens an article entitled 
\"Transatlantic Disagreement on Hamas and explains how 
\"despite a compromise 

strategy to adopt." (See Part C) 
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France Soir carries an op-ed penned by its President Jacques 
Soppelsa entitled \"The Paris-Moscow Axis: A Guardrail Against 
Hegemony.\" (See Part C) 


The liberation of U.S. journalist Jill Carroll is reported in 
Le Figaro 

\"she still doesn\'t know who kidnapped her or why. Their 
demands 

ransom. Secretary Rice expressed her ‘great joy.V at the 
liberation.\" The article lists the other hostages still in 
Iraq. 


Le Figaro reports on the Christian Afghan who has found refuge 
in Italy: \"Berlusconi is a lucky guy. With ten days to go 

before the legislative elections 

for all it is worth.\" La Croix in its article comments: \"Just 

when the right and the left are courting the votes from the 
Catholic electorate 


(C) SUPPORTING TEXT/BLOCK QUOTES: 
France 


\"Chirac\'s Choice\" 

Alexis Brezet in right-of-center Le Figaro (03/31): \"The 

umpire has spoken: by validating the CPE legislation 

Council of State is helping Vilepin to score politically 

against the Socialist Party. But at the same time it is 

putting Chirac before one of the most crucial choices of his 
career. Will he promulgate the legislation 

road 

revision. The consequences of his action must be measured. If 
the latter 

the government. For Chirac 

the shock of the referendum would carry unimaginable 
consequences. If he does promulgate the law 

guardian of France\'s institutions 

in the face. It is up to him to make the unions believe in the 
power of negotiations and change. But the social malaise goes 
beyond the CPE. Negotiations must be launched on employment 
and the training of our youth. Can the unions 

still take Chirac\'s extended hand? Nothing proves it 

France we must hope it is still possible.\" 


Iran 


\"Iran Deaf to UN\" 

Alain Barluet in right-of-center Le Figaro (03/31): "Despite 
the international community\'s mobilization 

in on its nuclear program. While the UNSC sent its ultimatum 
to Iran 
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sanctions against Tehran. This was illustrated in the 
negotiations needed to put together the final text in which it 
is stipulated that the ΙΑΕΑ and not the UNSC conserves the 
central role in the final decision. A request made by China 
and Russia 

future punitive measures be excluded. The final declaration 
also omits the fact that nuclear proliferation represents a 
threat to international peace and security.\" 


Middle East - Israel - Hamas 


\"New Chances for Israel\" 

Former socialist FM Hubert Vedrine in left-of-center 

Liberation (03/31): \"The end of the Likud\'s supremacy and with 
it of its dream of Greater Israel 

entire region 

bearer of hope. In leaving the Likud and pulling out of Gaza 
Sharon did away with a major obstacle. There is little to be 
expected from the evanescent “international community" or from 
the ghostly Quartet. But what can individual nations 

with power 

countries 

in dismantling settlements and pulling out of occupied 
territories. And convince them to go form unilateralism to 
negotiations. As regards the U.S. and Europe 

formulate and make clear the guarantees that can be offered to 
both sides in the name of peace and help them both in their 
development 


\"Transatlantic Disagreement Over Hamas Financing\" 
Alexandrine Bouilhet in right-of-center Le Figaro (03/31): \"A 
new transatlantic rift has erupted in the last few hours 
regarding the financing of Hamas. It was made clear in the 
trimmed down declaration made by the Quartet after bitter 
discussions. The text is a compromise between the U.S. and 
European positions 

sanctions and a boycott but without giving a deadline. The 
wording 

demonstrates no immediate involvement on the ground for the 
short term 

the Quartet. Says a EU diplomat: ‘the Americans want to 
asphyxiate Hamas 

the movement will change its ways 

past.\' Caught between the Americans and the Russians 
Europeans remain hopeful and refuse to pull the plug. They 
believe the time for making a difficult decision is getting 
close.\" 


U.S. Geo-Strategy 
\"The Paris-Moscow Axis 
Jacques Soppelsa President of France Soir (03/31): \"Fifteen 
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years after the first Gulf War 

results of unilateralism. Through the concrete examples of the 
Balkans 

Afghanistan and the Iraqi quagmire. 

and its famous Pax Americana present a balance sheet that 
raise more and more questions. In this context 

like the one that could contribute 

France 

international geo-strategy. and the establishment of a 
guardrail against Washington\'s hegemonic tendencies 
would be in the best interest of the U.S. The Paris-Moscow 
axis 

help the White House to stay on this side of the yellow line." 
STAPLETON 
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Caixa\" bank of directing advertising money to political allies of 
Governor (and opposition presidential candidate) Geraldo Alckmin 
including several state legislators. Alckmin and senior bank 
officials have denied wrongdoing; however 

Alckmin who was implicated resigned. In Brazil 

enterprises depend on government advertising revenue and public 
relations firms live off government contracts 

politicians themselves own radio and TV stations and newspapers 
official 

together in less than salutary ways. To date 

against Nossa Caixa have not blossomed into a major scandal; 
however 

dos Trabalhadores - PT) may seize on it to try to tarnish Alckmin\'s 
image. End Summary. 


1. On Mach 26 

published an expose alleging wrongdoing at \"Nossa Caixa 

owned by the State of Sao Paulo. According to the article 

directed advertising funds to publications friendly to Governor 
Geraldo Alckmin and publicity contracts to public relations firms 
with close ties to his Brazilian Social Democracy Party (PSDB). An 
internal audit of the bank revealed that between September 2003 and 
July 2005 

were paid 25 million reais (more than USD 12 million) in a variety 
of irregular ways that are reportedly under investigation by a 

public prosecutor. As a result of the audit 

Marketing Manager 

2005 for malfeasance 

a scapegoat 

Governor\'s staff 

Roger Ferreira 
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certain media and publicity entities. The newspaper article quotes 
from e-mails purportedly exchanged among Ferreira 

executives of public relations firmS under contract to Nossa Caixa 
discussing placement of ads. 


3. Among those alleged to have benefited from the scheme are state 
legislators Wagner Salustiano (PSDB) 

de Lima (PSDB) 

Party) 

television stations Rede Vida and Rede Gospel; and the magazine 
\"Primeira Leitura 

Barros 

Henrique Cardoso administration and has been identified as an 
economic advisor to Alckmin\'s nascent campaign. 


4. Ferreira and senior Nossa Caixa officials denied any political 
influence in the bank\'s publicity and marketing operations 

of the alleged beneficiaries likewise denied any favoritism. 
Primeira Leitura\'s website published a lengthy rebuttal. For his 
part 

administration was running the bank\'s publicity operations 
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that his own radio station had only received \"sporadic\" bank 
advertising 

Governor\'s candidate 

to be elected President of the Legislative Assembly (ref B). 


5. Governor Alckmin 

by the Constitution in order to run for President 

truth to the allegations and that the case would not be 

investigated. He indicated that Ferreira would continue to serve in 
state government. However 

the while insisting that he had done nothing \"damaging to the rules 
of ethics or the public spirit.\" 


6. So far 

pursued this story 

momentum. The PSDB succeeded in blocking a request by the PT to 
create an investigative committee in the Legislative Assembly to 

look into the matter 

Castro 

testify before the Budget and Finance Committee. 


Column 3 
COMMENT 


7. It is difficult at this point to determine how much fire there is 
beneath the smoke. There appears to have been some commingling of 
personal 

any 

did anything illegal or even unethical is not clear. Advertising 

and publicity agencies 

and government 

corruption 

Valerio Fernandes de Souza and Duda Mendonca in the scandals 
involving the Lula government and the PT (see ref A). However 
given Governor Alckmin\'s reputation for probity 

for him to have to fall back on an \"everybody does it" explanation. 
He may not need to; he may well be able to weather this mini-storm 
without damage. But the election is a long way off 

the PT may try to build this episode into a larger attack on 
Alckmin\'s ethics and administrative competence. End Comment. 


8. This cable was coordinated/cleared with Embassy Brasilia. 
MCMULLEN 
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than two-thirds. In any case 

time to vote on a Council reform resolution since it would 
only be divisive. Noting that Japan had not joined the other 
G-4 countries in sponsoring this year\'s UNGA resolution on 
Council expansion 

or tactical maneuver by the Japanese. He said Russia had 
\"suspicions 

he was unclear on the specific elements of Japan 

but asserted that Russia could not agree to the kind of 
elections foreseen by the Japanese because it would create an 
\"uncontrollable situation\" and the process would become 
\"ridiculous.\" 


8. (C) Bermann said reform of the Security Council was 
essential to fully reform the UN. The HRC and management 
reform should come first but the P-5 should continue to work 
on the issue. France thought the G-4 plan was \"fair and 
equitable 

implement. A/S Silverberg stated the U.S. favored modest 
Security Council expansion 

qualifications to be a valuable member of that body. She 
noted the U.S. had concerns with Japan 

remained opposed to the G-4 plan. Wu argued further 
consultation was needed on Security Council reform 

was essential to avoid holding \"forced\" votes that would 
damage solidarity among UN members. The P-5 should encourage 
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\"democratic dialogue and consultation\" and not take action 
that surprised other members. 


MANAGEMENT REFORM 


9. (C) Konuzin stressed the importance of management reform 
but noted that it should not be allowed to change the nature 
of the UN as an organization of member states. Russia was 
flexible with regard to giving the SYG more authority 
\"reasonably flexible\" on budgetary and staffing issues 
believed new mechanisms should be laid out to foster 
efficiency and accountability 

oversight authority of the Member States. Russia opposed 
voting on budget packages 

element of the budget should be considered separately. 
Russia favors mandate review 

sensitivities in the matter and believed it was important to 
work with those countries. Konuzin said Russia did not favor 
linking progress on reform with consideration of the current 
UN budget. Russia needed more information on the financial 
implications of changes to the contracting system but 
stressed that in any case 

consideration in the Fifth Committee. The Russians were 
reluctant to establish a strong Deputy SYG 

not be in line with the UN Charter. The system under which a 
SYG is elected and is allowed to fill all his functions 

should be preserved 


10. (C) Wu said China believed Secretariat reform should 
preserve the nature of the UN as a body of governments. 
Internal management of the Secretariat needed to be 
strengthened. Wu argued that it was essential for the P-5 
countries to remain in close touch on management reform to 
avoid surprising one another. 


11. (C) A/S Silverberg agreed with Konuzin\'s point that 

decisions on mandates must be made by member states. Concern 
about specific mandate proposals might be eased when their 
details were laid out 

supporting this effort primarily as a cost saving exercise 

but believed change was vital so that funds would be devoted 

to priority areas. 


12. (C) Pattison argued that management reform was too 
important to leave to the Fifth Committee. He said the issue 
did not involve an attempt by the P-5 to gain more power but 
was a real effort to make the UN work better. Pattison saw 

the SYG paper on system coherence as important 

because of the inefficiencies caused by competition among UN 
agencies. Bermann believed it essential to persuade G-77 
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countries that management reform was in their interests. 


REVITALIZATION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


13. (C) Konuzin argued that the Security Council was a victim 
of its own success 

to the Council that did not belong there 

that they were related to conflicts (\"(blank) and conflict\"). 

He felt \"proud\" that the P-5 have resisted this trend. 
Konuzin then added he understood the U.S. reasons for calling 
Council meetings on PKO management issues 

\"should be cautious about this kind of thing. Konuzin put 
forth an \"idea\" that instead of being on the defensive 

P-5 should make proposals for GA revitalization by looking at 
the Security Council agenda for issues that could be given to 
the GA 

discussions on political issues. A/S Silverberg responded 
that the U.S. believed PKO-related matters such as sexual 
exploitation and procurement scandals were well within the 
Council 

was key to responding to domestic issues concerning the 
justification of PKO expenditures. 


14. (C) Wu stressed that clear divisions existed between the 
roles and responsibilities of the Security Council and the 
General Assembly 

duplication. The Security Council\'s authority must be 
maintained 

taken into account. Above all 

developing countries must be kept in mind. 


PEACEBUILDING COMMISSION 


15. (C) Bermann said the Peacebuilding Commission (PBC) 
represents the result of lessons learned about coordination 
on institution building. The PBC needs to be well-funded and 
have links to the IFls. The Council needed to ensure that 
the PBC begins its work with a success that would establish 
its bona fides. This means not taking on too much at once 
perhaps only one or two countries. Haiti might be too 
difficult but Burundi might provide better chances for 
success. Wu said the P-5 should be flexible regarding the 
rules of election to the PBC 

consideration to the views of Asian countries. 


16. (C) A/S Silverberg noted that it was important to have 
moderate expectations about the Commission. The PBC needs to 
show early success by taking on manageable countries such as 
Burundi or perhaps Liberia. Pattison offered Sierra Leone as 
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another possibility for initial PBC action. Konuzin noted 
that Guinea-Bissau had been raised as a possible focus for 
the PBC 

although its government was showing signs of reluctance. 


OTHER OUTCOME DOCUMENT ISSUES 


17. (C) Russia\'s Konuzin expressed satisfaction that the 
World Summit Outcome Document would help strengthen the UN. 
The Document had emerged as the common denominator of 
discussions in New York 

the views of any single member state 

almost all of them. Wu said the Outcome Document was of 
prime importance but should be implemented step-by-step 
beginning with easy issues. Work on counterterrorism atthe 
UN must take into account the concerns of developing 
countries. China favors a high-level counterterrorism 
conference and enhanced consultations on the draft 
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT). 
The UN should agree \"as soon as possible\" on a definition of 
terrorism in the CCIT. UK\'s Pattison said it was time to 
redevelop the \"habit\" of P-5 consultation. He agreed with 
the Chinese point on defining terrorism. Pattison said the 

UK considered the Duty to Protect a very important element of 
the Summit outcome 

to the Security Council 

continued 

of conflicts and a corresponding extension of the Security 
Council 

relations between states 

conflicts 

such as women\'s concerns relevant to the Council 


SYG APPOINTMENT 


18. (C) China\'s Wu presented four points: the new SYG should 
be capable; the UN should follow the accepted principle of 
regional rotation 

should agree that Asian candidates would \"have priority\"; 
September/October was a good time frame for making a 
selection; and P-5 unity was important since the P-5 have 
\"special responsibilities\" in the selection process. 
Acknowledging current disagreements among the P-5 

P-5 members should at minimum try to find an Asian who would 
be acceptable. Konuzin agreed on the need to respect the 
tradition of regional rotation. When SYG Annan had been 
chosen 

would provide the next SYG. Those two blocs contained some 
100 countries 
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now 

served as an additional argument for choosing an Asian SYG. 
A/S Silverberg reiterated that the U.S. does not accept the 
rotation principle. She asked about unity within the Asian 
bloc on the issue. Wu replied that all Asian countries 

favored an Asian SYG 

that an ASEAN candidate should be selected. 


19. (C) Pattison raised the possibility of establishing 

criteria for choosing the next SYG 

the selection process was being conducted with maximum 
transparency. Criteria might include experience in running a 
large organization 

experience in international affairs. Bermann echoed 
Pattison\'s view on the desirability of demonstrating 
transparency in the selection process 

at procedures used by the WTO or other comparable models. 


20. (C) A/S Silverberg noted that although she agreed with 
Pattison 

play 

would make them unlikely to be useful. She also stressed 

that setting criteria could have unintended future 

consequences. Konuzin shared A/S Silverberg\'s concerns about 
specific criteria. If the P-5 agreed to criteria 

groups might put forth their own 

continued. The key was to avoid deadlocks 

should work to reach internal agreement. 


21. (C) On the question of timing for SYG selection 

dismissed concern that reaching consensus too early would 

make SYG Annan a lame duck. Wu argued for a 
September-October time frame to choose the new SYG. Konuzin 
responded that this would only ensure that the next UNGA 
session would be preoccupied with the succession issue and 
would make no progress in other areas. Konuzin urged maximum 
flexibility on timing 

agreement emerged about a successor to Annan 

be taken quickly to avoid additional candidacies. 


MILITARY STAFF COMMITTEE (MSC) REVITALIZATION 


22. (C) A/S Silverberg laid out U.S. arguments for 

revitalizing the MSC: The Department of Peacekeeping 
Operations (DPKO) presents UN members with too few options 
and frequently fails to adequately justify its requests. For 

this reason 

A/S Silverberg added that Congress 

legislatures 

operations 
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concerns. She urged close P-5 consultation and said the U.S. 
would welcome participation of member states outside the P-5. 
Bermann said France agreed with the U.S. concerns but not 
with institutionalizing the MSC. She questioned the need to 
create another layer of decision-making and questioned the 
value of input from member states outside the P-5 

they had military expertise. Pattison said that while DPKO 
sometimes produced useful advice 

however the MSC was not necessarily the answer. Konuzin 
expressed enthusiasm for the U.S. initiative and welcomed 
that it had been initially raised in the P-5 context. 

Agreeing with Pattison that the DPKO sometimes offered useful 
advice 

Democratic Republic of Congo 

More cooperation with troop contributing countries would be 
beneficial 

P-5\'s special responsibility 

consensus on a revitalized MSC. 


MIDDLE EAST/CYPRUS 


23. (C) Referring to the then-upcoming Hamas delegation visit 
to Moscow 

Russia 

principles. A/S Silverberg noted the U.S. does not meet with 
Hamas 

then underscored that it was essential not to move the 
Quartet goal posts and to retain Quartet unity. France\'s 
Bermann and UKVs Pattison echoed that view 

stressing that a collapse of the Palestinian Authority would 
pose a risk to Israel. Responding to a question from Konuzin 
about Sheba Farms 

brought to the Council if there is a strong prospect for its 
resolution there. 


24. (C) Turning to Lebanon/Syria 

needed to keep up pressure to get cooperation from Syria 
including on resolution 1559 obligations concerning the 
investigation of former Lebanese PM Hariri\'s assassination. 
Syria must be held to all requirements per Resolution 1636. 
Brammertz 

the UN must also be prepared to respond to the report by UN 
Special Envoy Terje Roed-Larsen in April. A/S Silverberg 
underscored the need to hold Syria to all its obligations 

this was essential to the Security Council\'s credibility. 
Bermann agreed on the need to keep pressure on Syria 

let 

to return to the region before completing his report. 


25. (C) Konuzin questioned the need for additional pressure 
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on Syria 

Brammertz investigation. Russia believes action on 
Resolution 1559 must be carried out in the context of the 
political dialogue in Lebanon. That dialogue was not going 
well 

Wu 

investigation must respect the views of the parties and 
others 

diplomatic solution; the focus of 1559 should remain on the 
investigation. 


26. (C) Pattison raised the issue of Cyprus 

no progress had been made since the Annan Report. Inaction 
would only worsen the problem 

look\" from the P-5 and the Security Council. However 

added 

Cypriot elections in May and UN Under Secretary-General for 
Political Affairs Gambari\'s visit in June. The P-5 should 

focus on making the Gambari visit successful 

Konuzin agreed on the importance of finding a solution 

urged caution to avoid repeating previous mistakes and said 
that no time frames should be imposed. Wu urged a resumption 
ofthe SYG\'s good offices on the issue. 


KOSOVO 


27. (C) Bermann underlined that P-5 unity on Kosovo was 
critical 

recognition that Kosovo would not return to Serbia. Konuzin 
agreed on the importance of P-5 unity 

P-5 members are sending messages not consistent with the 
London agreement. Konuzin embarked on a lengthy discourse 
stressing that according to the Guiding Principles of the 
Contact Group 

However 

only option 

making Belgrade accept this option. Russia rejected this 
view 


28. (C) Konuzin said the Kosovar Albanians had not delivered 
on standards. He noted that of 220 

left Kosovo 

cleansing 

had gone down in Kosovo 

remained and those that did were physically separated from 
the Albanian Kosovars. Konuzin insisted there must be more 
progress on standards before resolving Kosovo 

status. 


29. (C) Konuzin rejected the view that Kosovo could offer no 
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precedent for other conflicts. Rather 

Kosovo \"is a precedent already.\" As an example 

Abkhaz leaders have been explicit that they regard Kosovo as 
precedent. A/S Silverberg countered that the U.S. sees 
Kosovo as unique 

Yugoslavia and the long-standing UN mandate over the 
territory. Pattison and Bermann supported the U.S. view. 


30. (C) Pattison added that status talks needed to start 
this year precisely to get the Kosovar Albanians moving on 
standards. This did not represent \"status first 

later 

that only when Kosovar Albanians see the prospect of 
resolution on status will they address standards. Konuzin 
reiterated the Russian view in favor of standards before 
status. He urged again that the P-5 \"stick to the Guiding 
Principles and not prejudge status." 


IRAQ 


31. (C) Konuzin said the time had come for a new Security 
Council Iraq resolution to redefine the UN role there. He 

said the P-5 could agree on enhancing the role of the UN in 
Iraq. A/S Silverberg agreed the UN needs to have an expanded 
role in Iraq 

forward on a new resolution. The P-5 should wait to consult 
with the new Iraqi government before proceeding with a new 
resolution. 


32. (C) Konuzin raised the status of UNMOVIC. He said that 
while post-war inspections had found no WMD in Iraq 

remains in the form of WMD potential. The Iraqi government 
does not control former WMD facilities and \"we don\'t know 
where the Iraqi scientists are.\" Konuzin said Russia is 
\"anxious\" about possible terrorist access to former chemical 
weapons depots. Some sites formerly under UNMOVIC control 
have been \"penetrated 

of inspections carried out by the Iraq Survey Group under 
Charles Duelfer be shared with UNMOVIC. He noted UNMOVIC 
needs to determine whether it has completed its mandate 
added that the Iraqis could draw on UNMOVIC 

set up their own monitoring mechanisms. 


33. (C) A/S Silverberg pointed out that UNMOVIC holds over 
USD 100 million in Iraqi assets. The Iraqi government has 
said that it needs these funds for reconstruction. She 
appealed to the P-5 to expand financial assistance to the 

Iraqi government through follow-on to Madrid pledges and debt 
relief. Pattison said Konuzin was correct to raise the 

question of UNMOVIC 
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Following the August 2003 bombing of its headquarters in 
Iraq 

different stage. The UN\'s role can and should increase once 
the Security Council \"gives the UN a clear role 


34. (C) A/S Silverberg noted that one constraint on the UN in 
Iraq is the lack of secure airlift capacity for UN personnel. 
Konuzin noted that UN Special Representative for Iraq Qazi 
had mentioned this. Konuzin said Russia was prepared to 
assist financially to provide the UN with airlift in Iraq. 

A/S Silverberg noted that the matter of finding aircraft with 
adequate defensive protection for the UN had been a subject 
of consultation between SYG Annan and President Bush. Wu 
said China was open to a new Iraq political resolution in the 
Security Council 

UNMOVIC. 


AFRICA 


35. (C) Bermann noted good news and bad news on Africa. On 
the positive side were Liberia and Burundi 

were improving. The situation in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) was also getting better and the outlook for June 
elections there has improved. She noted France and others in 
the EU are preparing to lend security support at election 

time. On the negative side of the ledger was the situation 

in Cote d\'Ivoire 

Sanctions were the right course of action in Cote d 

she said 

Minister. Now the issue was to reinforce UNOCI. France 

fully supported the U.S. initiative on Ethiopia/Eritrea 

including UNMEE downsizing. 


36. (C) A/S Silverberg cautioned against pulling out of 

Liberia too soon. She said any increase of UN peacekeepers 
in Cote d\'Ivoire should come from the UNMEE draw down and not 
from Liberia. She noted the situation in Darfur was getting 
worse. It was necessary to press the AU to allow its forces 

to serve under UN auspices. Pattison agreed but noted it was 
also necessary to strengthen AU forces to enable them to do 
this. Konuzin agreed with this point. Wu stressed the need 

to consult the Government of Sudan on peacekeeping forces. 
Pattison responded that consultation is necessary but 
governments with influence in Khartoum also need to tell the 
GOS its behavior in Darfur is unacceptable. Non-interference 
must not be used as a cover for genocide 


37. (C) A/S Silverberg also urged P-5 members to encourage 
economic reforms in Africa by rewarding governments that 
create positive trade and investment climates 
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was doing through the Millennium Challenge Corporation. 
Trade and private investment are keys to development 
said. The UN needs to refocus its programs to encourage 
these positive changes. 


38. (C) Pattison mentioned a key problem in the DRC is that 
the DRC regular army is not being paid. This is especially 
true for former rebels in Eastern DRC who have been 
incorporated into the army. On Ethiopia/Eritrea 

situation could blow up at any moment. The UN has to be 
careful about any removal of UN forces from the security 
zone; \"we must maintain some monitoring presence at least 
he said. Konuzin added that he was \"perplexed\" about the 
Ethiopia/Eritrea situation since it was clearly a personal 
issue between the two countries 

d\'Ivoire 

noted China had just given USD 400 

should listen to the AU and the Government of Sudan on 
rehatting. Threats of additional sanctions would only do 
harm. Wu said China could not support extending the arms 
embargo to the rest of the country. 


IRAN 

39. (C) The UK\'s Pattison said El Baradei\'s March report to 
the IAEA Board of Governors (BOG) would make clear that Iran 
has not resolved any of its issues with the IAEA and remains 
intent on developing nuclear weapons capability. The 
Security Council needed to move quickly to show Iran that the 
Council was unified. Pattison proposed the P-5 meet in New 
York right after the March 6 IAEA Board meeting to discuss 
the way forward and prepare for UNSC involvement. He 
stressed moving quickly is the key to limit Iran 

opportunity to respond. 


40. (C) Wu noted that \"we have the same purpose: not to 
allow Iran to have nuclear weapons.\" However 

resolving the issue in the IAEA 

Wu said the IAEA report to the Security Council does not 
require any UNSC action. He said China supports giving 
Russia\'s proposal to conduct enrichment for Iranian reactors 
in Russia time to work. China favors patience and restraint 
and is concerned about \"escalation of confrontation.\" 


41. (C) Konuzin endorsed the Chinese approach. Russia wanted 
a WMD-free Iran 

enrichment by returning to the pre-January 3 status quo. 
However 

in the IAEA.\" He added that he did not think the strategy of 
Security Council action was thought through. It was not at 

all clear how referral to the Security Council would resolve 
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the problem 

condemnation and only harden their position and defy the 
UNSC. \"What is the next step? Do we have a strategy? Or do 
we just want to take steps and react to what the Iranians 

do?\" he asked. Konuzin said Russia 

\"continuing on the basis of a diplomatic approach instead of 

a threatening approach\" and thus does not favor bringing the 
matter to the UNSC for action. 


42. (C) Pattison stressed that \"time is not on our side." 

The EU-3 has been engaged in a diplomatic approach but it has 
not worked. However 

fair question in asking about the consequences of going to 
the Council. The UK\'s view is that going to the Council will 
Vregister with the Iranians\" if there is P-5 unity. If the 
Iranians see division 

the Council offers the best hope of getting the Iranians to 
back down. A/S Silverberg and France\'s Bermann supported 
this view. A/S Silverberg pointed to the January 30 

Political Directors agreement to take up this issue in the 
UNSC after March 6. 


VENEZUELA\'S SECURITY COUNCIL CANDIDACY 


43. (C) A/S Silverberg urged the P-5 not to support 
Venezuela\'s candidacy for a Security Council seat. She noted 
that the Security Council must maintain its effectiveness and 
professionalism 

France\'s Berman concurred. Russia and China were 
non-committal. 


SWISS PROPOSAL ON SECURITY COUNCIL PROCEDURES 


44. (C) Konuzin solicited opinion on the Swiss proposal on 
Security Council procedures 

Council to make regular reports to the General Assembly as a 
way of enhancing transparency. Konuzin expressed strong 
opposition 

was thus contrary to the UN Charter. Pattison said the UK 
also did not want the Swiss proposal to be adopted and did 
not like the General Assembly V'telling the Council how to do 
its business.\" However 

reforms to \"keep ahead of the criticism." A/S Silverberg and 
Bermann agreed. Wu said the Council V'should improve itself 
but any measures should not limit the prerogatives of the 

P-5. China was open-minded on improving Council 
transparency 

itself. V" 
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DFM YAKOVENKO 


45. (C) Following the talks 

Yakovenko 

provided. He endorsed the idea of regular biannual P-5 
meetings that would rotate among the members. The U.S. and 
UK underlined to Yakovenko the importance of maintaining P-5 
unity during discussions of Iran in the Security Council. 
Yakovenko took this argument on board while noting that 
negotiations with Iran were ongoing. He also defended 
Russia\'s invitation to the Hamas delegation 

Moscow\'s adherence to Quartet principles in its discussions 
with Hamas. China noted that Iran would be among the \"hot 
topics\" the Council would discuss this year and supported the 
need for P-5 consensus. France raised Syria 

Damascus be encouraged to cooperate with the Brammertz 
investigation. 


46. (U) Assistant Secretary Silverberg has cleared this 
message. 
RUSSELL 
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a political decision\" to shut Roj TV 

had done with Roj TV 

will make a similar request in a March 31 call to the Danish 
foreign minister. Guven said top Turkish officials are 
deeply frustrated by the Danish government\'s refusal to 
respond to Turkey\'s concerns over the past months about Roj 
TV. Clearly on edge 

become very serious 

the March 30 meeting of the High Council on Terrorism 
chaired by Gul 

role in igniting the Diyarbakir events. 


3. (C) Recognizing and appreciating past U.S. support with 
the Danish government 

another urgent 

support of Turkey\'s request. Repeating that the atmosphere 
in Ankara was nervous and tense 

U.S. support for Turkey on this subject known to the Turkish 
press would be very important for Turkish public opinion. 


4. (C) Comment: We have supported the GOT in its prior 
efforts to shut down Roj TV 

PKK. Some of its programming is 

PKK. In this instance 

that 

not send the message to the Turks that we believe Roj TV was 
the main catalyst behind the unrest in Diyarbakir. Many 


Column 3 
factors are atwork. The problems in Turkey 
deep and are of longstanding. 


Visit AnkaraVs Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/ankara/ 


MCELDOWNEY 


2. (C) In the wake of Ma\'s return from the U.S. Pan-Blue 
contacts were eager to tell AIT that Ma\'s visit was a 
triumph. KMT leaders acknowledge that while Ma said little 
in the United States that was new 

important advances by recasting the KMT\'s passive policy of 
preserving the status quo into an active plan with specific 
objectives to strengthen Taiwan\'s position. In the past 
legislator and close Ma adviser Lai Shyh-bao explained 
KMT had offered only \"more of the same 

compared with the DPP and its active campaign for Taiwan 
independence. By laying out a plan to improve cross-Strait 
relations and to secure economic and political benefits for 
Taiwan 

and increased the popular appeal of Ma and the party. 


3. (C) Ma\'s U.S. visit marked the start of his 2008 

presidential campaign 

Director Chang Jung-kung told AIT. Ma\'s \"Five Do\'s\" 
formulation 

presidential platform. Chang acknowledged that Ma omitted 

one element of the May 2005 Lien-Hu statement -- establishing 
a platform of communication between the KMT and the CCP -- in 
his \"5 Do\'s.\" This was because the KMT and CCP already have 
established communication channels 

that Ma may also have intended to de-emphasize the 
party-to-party nature of the KMT\'s relationship with Beijing. 
Chang surmised that by so doing Ma intended to show respect 
for the U.S. call for direct communication between Beijing 

and Taipei. 


Where Do the Problems Lie? 


4. (C) Securing PRC cooperation to expand Taiwan\'s 
international \"living space\" will not be a problem for Ma 
Chang told AIT. Beijing will want to cooperate with Ma and 
the KMT to boost Ma\'s popularity and increase his chances of 
defeating the DPP for the presidency. If the DPP tries to 
argue that the KMT has subverted Taiwan\'s sovereignty in 
exchange for greater international living space 
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he was confident that the KMT could counter that the DPP 
government itself has already accepted concessions he claimed 
the KMT had secured from Beijing 

participation. 


5. (C) Progress on cross-Strait confidence-building measures 
will only be possible if the KMT wins the presidency in 2008 
Chang told AIT. To avoid helping or encouraging President 
Chen 

missiles deployed opposite Taiwan until he steps down 
predicted. In the interim 

get China to \"freeze\" the number of missiles as a gesture of 
goodwill toward Taiwan. 


6. (C) Ma holds a special place among Taiwan politicians 
because he can publicly criticize China without provoking a 
PRC response. People First Party (PFP) Public Affairs 

advisor Liao Wen-chang told AIT China understands that for Ma 
to win in 2008 

too pro-China. For this reason 
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with criticizing its political system and human rights record 
to avoid giving President Chen an opening to turn his own 
anti-China rhetoric against Ma. 


7. (C) The widespread public perception in Taiwan that the 
PRC dislikes Ma because of his harsh anti-Communist stance is 
wrong 

accepted this lesser problem to prevent the greater problem 

of Taiwan independence. Moreover 

to communism will benefit him during the presidential 

campaign 

Ching-kuo 

enable Taiwan to serve as a catalyst in China\'s 
democratization. 


Pan-Blue Sees U.S. Endorsement 


8. (C) Liao claimed the USG went out of its way to boost Ma 
Ying-jeou by facilitating high-level meetings and going 

public with them.\" When contrasted with the reception DPP 
Chairman Su Tseng-chang received in July 2005 

Pan-Blue leaders viewed Ma\'s red carpet treatment as an overt 
endorsement of Ma as Taiwan\'s future president. This 
asserted 

President Chen\'s stature and influence in retaliation for his 
decision to \"cease the functioning/application\" of the 
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National Unification Council and Guidelines. 


Positive Impact on Ma-Lien Relations 


9. (C) Chang suggested that Ma\'s public embrace in the U.S. 
of the Lien-Hu consensus will help Ma improve his relations 
with Lien. Chang noted that Ma consulted with Lien before 
traveling to the U.S. Relations between Ma and LY Speaker 
Wang Jin-pyng remain strained 

Ma is actively courting Lien\'s support as an important ally. 
Ma probably hopes that 

Lien 

have to. 


Confident Enough to Face Chen? 


10. (C) Pointing to the public meeting between Ma and Chen 
Shui-bian scheduled for April 3 to discuss Ma\'s U.S. visit 
Chang told AIT that he and other senior KMT advisers strongly 
opposed Ma meeting with Chen because of the political fallout 
suffered by Lien Chan and James Soong after teir meetings 
with the president. Chang suggested that in deciding to go 
ahead with the Chen meeting 

he is responding to U.S. requests to improve inter-party 
cooperation. Chang said he suspects Ma will use the meeting 
to try to put himself on an equal footing with President 

Chen 

island. 


Comment: Ma Gambles on Meeting Chen 


11. (C) The Pan-Green have generally downplayed Ma\'s visit 
but they have generally been too preoccupied with their own 
internal turmoil (septel) to devote as much attention to Ma 

as our exulting Pan-Blue contacts. Taiwan\'s Pan-Blue media 
have proclaimed Ma\'s visit to the U.S. a triumph and have 
argued that Washington was signaling through its high-level 
meetings with Ma that it hoped Ma could \"rein in\" President 
Chen (reftel). Our repeated statements to the contrary have 
been acknowledged but have not thus far changed the 
assessment 


12. (C) Ma\'s decision to meet Chen and to do it in the glare 
of TV cameras is a major gamble. Despite Ma\'s recent 
successes 

politician. Chen will likely seek to use the meeting 

he will host in the Presidential office 

size. If Chen manages to remain calm and presidential 
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will have a good chance of suggesting that Ma\'s cross-Strait 
pronouncements were naive and perhaps even irresponsibly 
pro-Chinese. If Ma can present himself as a responsible and 
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respectful advocate of stability and prosperity 

Chen looking nasty and short-sighted. In either case 
Taiwan\'s political terrain may be changed significantly by 
Mondays public political theater. 

YOUNG 
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also explained to A/DCM that Nepal had agreed to GOI requests 
to allow shipment of goods from one point in India to 

another 

long-standing provision allowing Nepal to do the same 
incorporate an existing rail services agreement into the 

transit treaty 

unresolved in the January negotiations. 


UNITED TELECOM BENEFITED FROM TRADE TREATY DELAY 


3. (C) In January there were news reports that India delayed 
treaty renewal due to HMGN discrimination against the 
Indo-Nepal joint-venture United Telecom (UTL) and Indian 
desires for a change in Nepali employment regulations to 
allow Indians to work in Nepal without limits. Since the 
January 5 three-month extension 

UTL to provide cell-phone service in Nepal. An HMGN source 
said there was \"tremendous pressure\" from the GOI to grant 
UTL permission to provide cell-phone service and that it had 
been linked to the transit treaty. UTL representatives told 
Emboff that UTL had launched cell-phone service in Nepal on 
March 25 

finally allowed UTL to become a legitimate competitor in 
Nepal\'s wireless telecommunication market. 


INCREASE IN BORDER GUARDS LIKELY NOT RELATED TO TREATY 


4. (C) Haran confirmed news reports that India intended to 
more than double the number of special border guard units on 
its side of the Indo-Nepal border. While Haran provided no 
further details 

parliament had been building for some time to increase 
security along the lengthy India-Nepal border. The increase 
is likely to guard against Indian Maoists/Naxalites from 
moving across the Nepal border or from perhaps preventing 
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Nepali insurgents from seeking refuge in India. 


COMMENT 


5. (C) The renewal of the transit treaty is a welcome 
development and 

GOIVs ability to use failure to renew the treaty as a threat 

to shut down the Indo-Nepal border. The three-month renewal 
delay in itself 

HMGN of how much Nepal depends on India. 


MORIARTY 
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officials 

ahead 

Fund over the $200 billion mark. Through the Pension Fund 
which accumulates tax revenues from the petroleum sector 
Norway hopes to leave a legacy to future generations after 
the resources are depleted. As the Ambassador stressed 
however 

firms 

troubling. Fund Executive Director Kjaer himself has mixed 
feelings about the divestments 

maintain the broadest possible investment options but 

other 

corporate behavior 

unethical. The Ambassador also encouraged the Bank\'s already 
active involvement in transparency and other initiatives to 
assist resource-rich developing nations in managing their 
wealth responsibly. End summary. 


PETROLEUM-RICH NORWAY IN ENVIABLE ECONOMIC POSITION 


2. (SBU) Governor Gjedrem told the Ambassador that the 
Central Bank had three core responsibilities: establishing 
monetary policy and setting interest rates 

Pension Fund 

system 

ensuring liquidity to the financial markets. The bank had 
reduced its work force in the last several years 

to closure of regional offices and outsourcing of currency 
printing. The Bank was led by a Board of Governors 
consisting of the Governor 

members (currently two economics professors and three 
business community members). 


3. (SBU) Gjedrem emphasized that Norway\'s economy remained 
robust 
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inflation target of 2.5 percent) and strong domestic growth 
(including sectors outside of the prosperous oil industry). 

The petroleum sector generated 25 percent of Norway\'s GDP 
though it employed only a very small percentage of the labor 
force. Gjedrem also noted that Norwegian per capita income 
was extremely highly (roughly $55 


GOVERNMENT PENSION FUND AMONG ΤΗΕ WORLD\'S RICHEST 


4. (SBU) Gjedrem told the Ambassador that the government\'s 
tax take of petroleum sector profits was effectively 60-70 
percent 

Pension Fund. The Fund 

billion 

and 60 percent in fixed-income securities. The projected 
strength of the Fund is staggering -- with increases forecast 
at $50 billion per year for another 4-5 years if high oil 

prices hold 

(currently about USD 260 billion) by 2008 and reach twice GDP 
by 2015. The Fund\'s real return (currently about 4 percent) 
was given over to the government\'s budget 

preserved for future generations. Gjedrem stressed that the 
Fund was strictly apolitical 

domestically in spite of many demands to do so. He said 
Norway was committed to avoiding the mistakes of countries 
that earned resource-based \"easy money\" only to see their 
national competitiveness undermined 

examples as a massive 

to 16th century Spain and wastage of billions of petrodollars 
by oil-rich Middle Eastern states in the 1970s and 1980s. 


Over-reliance on natural resources led to many failures 
including an inability to produce goods and services 
imprudent investments 

Demographics posed the key future challenge for the Pension 
Fund 

demands on the welfare/pension system. 


CONCERNS ABOUT PENSION FUNDYS \"BLACKLISTING\" OF U.S. FIRMS 


5. (SBU) Background on Pension Fund \"Blacklist\": In 2004 
the Ministry of Finance adopted ethical guidelines for 

Pension Fund investments that require the Central Bank to 
exclude investments in (or divest itself from) companies that 
engage in certain activities (e.g. production of cluster 

bombs and nuclear weapons) or that violate \"fundamental 
ethical norms.\" Over the last year 

instructed the Central Bank to divest shares in 16 companies 
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- 10 of which are American. The U.S. companies affected are: 
Boeing 

(for alleged involvement in nuclear weapons production); 
Lockheed Martin 

Communications and Alliant Techsystems (for alleged 
production of cluster bomb components); and Kerr-McGee (for 
concluding an oil concession deal with Morocco covering the 
disputed territory of Western Sahara). The total 

disinvestment in U.S. firms amounts to $853 million. The 
other six blacklisted firms are European. The Embassy has 
been working with the American Chamber of Commerce and a 
number of concerned companies to address the blacklisting 
issue. We have gained informal assurances from the Ethics 
Advisory Council that it is not considering divestment from 
U.S. petroleum firms operating in Norway 

smaller Norwegian investment funds have blacklisted some 
(mainly for alleged bribery in Equatorial Guinea). 


6. (SBU) The Ambassador raised concerns about blacklisting 
American companies in a separate meeting with Pension Fund 
Executive Director Kjaer. The Ambassador said labeling 
companies \"unethical\" was problematic and put Norway on a 
\"slippery slope.\" He noted 

pushing hard for more Joint Strike Fighter project contracts 
from Lockheed Martin 

Pension Fund. The Kerr-McGee case was another troubling 
example 

political reasons 

for petroleum offshore the disputed territory of Western 
Sahara. 


7. (SBU) Kjaer demurred 

Finance made the ethics decisions 

were concerned only with financial operations. He clearly 

had mixed feelings about the ethical guidelines 

the Bank preferred having \"as big an investment universe as 
possible\" and that he personally favored a \"high threshold 
particularly given there were difficult borderline" issues 
involved. On the other hand 

\"widespread consensus\" in Norway about the exclusions and 
that it was \"perfectly legal and acceptable\" to deny support 
to companies that 

He added that companies involved in manufacturing such 
weapons should \"look inward.\" They could even benefit by 
shedding such product lines 

impact of a black spot on their reputations. The Ambassador 
noted that while Norwegians may have reached some consensus 
about the blacklist 

American firms with few local defenders 

not the case that half of the unethical companies in the 

world were American. 
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SHARING THE NORWEGIAN MODEL WITH THE DEVELOPING WORLD 


8. (SBU) Gjedrem and Kjaer both noted that the Bank and 
Pension Fund were taking an active part in bilateral and 
multilateral transparency and training initiatives for 
resource-rich developing countries to assist them in managing 
their wealth responsibly. Officials from many countries 
including Iraq 


to consult on the benefits of Norway\'s \"petroleum sector 

model." Kjaer cited the keys to successful petroleum sector 
management: transparency 

division between business and politics 

corporate culture and business model for petroleum fund 
management. The Ambassador noted the positive example Norway 
set for other oil-rich nations and encouraged the Bank\'s 

assistance efforts. 

Visit Oslo\'s Classified website: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/oslo/index.cf m 
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the Council and elsewhere to promote democracy and human 
rights. India plans to seek election to the Council and 

would support the USY candidacy. End Summary. 


POST-HRC 


2. (C) Joint Secretary (UN Economic and Social) Manjeev Puri 
told PolCouns and Poloff on March 29 that he did not believe 
the US was very displeased with the resolution creating the 
new Human Rights Council (HRC) 

have progressed to the point it did. Now that the HRC has 
been created 

\"details\" like how best to safeguard human rights 

whether to use country-specific resolutions. The GOI 

believes human rights protections would flow naturally from 
greater development. The US is the country most capable of 
providing the V'greater amounts" of assistance needed to raise 
people\'s standards of living 


3. (C) The GOI is comfortable promoting human rights around 
the globe 

New Delhi on \"frontal\" efforts like regime change to fix 
human rights problems. India prefers to offer assistance 
advice 

arguing that Pakistan 
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rights because the world community compares Pakistan to 
India\'s example. 


ENGAGEMENT BETTER THAN CENSURE 


4. (C) Sharing a copy of Ambassador Bolton\'s Explanation of 
Vote 

of human rights and democracy 

GOl\'s voting and rhetoric \"past the old days\" of reflexive 
alignment with NAM countries. India should use the new HRC 
as an opportunity to take on a more positive role 

stressed. Puri promised that India would be \"constructive\" 

in using the HRC to promote democracy 

Delhi must \"deal with realities\" such as Burma. In some 
circumstances 

wondered 

will \"rub off\" is a better strategy in the long run. 


MEMBERSHIP FOR HR VIOLATORS UNLIKELY IN INDIA\'S VIEW 


5. (C) PolCouns reminded Puri of his optimism that egregious 
human rights violators would be kept off of the Council 
without a formal bar (Ref B) 

to work. Puri dismissed concerns that the HRC had no 
mechanism to prevent gross human rights violators from 
seeking membership. States like Burma and Sudan will face 
\"two bars\" to election 
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rhetorically 

guts\" to announce their candidacy to the HRC 

could they garner 97 votes for election? When pressed 
admitted that Cuba may be a \"special case.\" In any case 
Puri concluded 

HRC should Washington choose to stand for election. India 
will announce its candidacy as well 

formal announcement must await bureaucratic clearances. 


COMMENT: STILL TRYING TO SHED OLD BAGGAGE 


6. (C) Although the senior leadership in New Delhi has made 
progress over the past two years in being willing actively 

and publicly to promote democracy 

allergy to country-specific resolutions is proving resilient. 

It is unfortunate that New Delhi\'s positive statements to us 

on the HRC have been tarnished by its New York Ambassador\'s 
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NAM-centric statement on the vote. A true change of course 
on human rights at the tactical level may have to wait until 
more of the Indian Foreign Service\'s NAM-nostalgic cadres 
retire. 

MULFORD 
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(Retd.) Giora Eiland 

raised the issue with his interlocutors 

Narayanan and GOI Middle East Envoy C. Gharekhan. Gharekhan 
was silent on the Quartet statement during the first meeting 
Magen reported 

of support 

Quartet demands and would not expect Israel to negotiate with 
a group whose objective was to destroy Israel. Magen added 
that India would be unlikely publicly to endorse any demands 
on the Palestinian Authority by Israel because it would 
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indicate political closeness with Israel. 


BUSINESS AS USUAL WITH ISRAEL 


4. (C) Despite Hamas however 

between Israel and India continues to progress smoothly. 
Magen emphasized that commercial 

links between India and Israel were very positive. 
Nevertheless \"there exists a distinct gap between India\'s 
commercial and political strategies\". India and Israel plan 
to negotiate a preferential trade agreement starting April 
2006. According to media reports on March 30 

Israel have also agreed to hold their first joint military 
exercise. This exercise in India will provide Israel with 
access to huge air space for combat exercise. This exercise 
when it happens 

profile of the Israel-India military relationship. 


HAMAS SEES AN OPENING 


5. (C) Speaking with PolCouns on March 17 

Gharekhan underlined that he had made no decisions about when 
next to travel to the Palestinian territories. US concerns 

\"will be a factor in my timing 

Minister of State for External Affairs 

provided a high-level (and unhelpful) GOI response to the 
Palestinian elections 

Likud before it came to power in Israel 
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different (sic).\" He added that the reluctance of Israel to 
hand over territories was proving to be a \"huge stumbling 
block\" on the road towards peace. Israeli Ambassador David 
Danieli briefed the DCM on March 27 regarding IsraelVs 
frustration with the αΟΝ5 blandishments on talking to Hamas. 
Israel believed that such a dialogue would be 
\"counterproductive 

to moderate its position.\" The Israeli government had raised 
the issue with Additional Secretary (International 
Organizations) K.C. Singh 

that he was in \"listening mode\" only. Hamas sees opportunity 
in India\'s waffling. Indian media on March 30 reported 
remarks made by Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Ismail 
Haniyeh urging India to play an active role in the Middle 

East peace process since \"India has been one of the leaders 
of the Non-Aligned Movement and has a sound recording of 
upholding democratic principles\". Press reports also stated 
that he thanked India for its steadfast support for the 
Palestinian cause. 


ACADEMICS SPLIT ON NEW DELHI'S NEXT MOVE 


6. (C) Professor A.K. Pasha 

West Asian and African studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU) told PolOff on March 20 that India still sees \"a ray of 
hope that Hamas would moderate its radical views.\" He 
speculated that if Israel undertook military action it would 
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be unrealistic for India to urge Hamas to refrain from 

violence. Although India would support cooperation between 
Israel and Palestine 

endorse any moves.\" Pasha added that censuring the Hamas 
government would do no good to India in light of the strong 
support for the Palestinian people in Indian society. 


7. (SBU) Fellow JNU Professor of West Asian Studies P.R. 
Kumarswamy told PolOff on March 20 that the GOI would 
continue to wait until other states lay out their positions 
following Israeli elections before taking a position on 
Israeli-Palestinian relations. \"India has never been the 

first to take a stand on Palestine issues 

that the GOI would most likely avoid any bold statements 
unless violence \"gets out of control." Kumarswamy pointed 
out that despite widespread Indian sympathies for the 
Palestinians 

were anti-Arafat. However 

political Left sees Hamas as only another religious-based 
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party analogous to the Hindu nationalist parties in India and 
reasons as a result that it can be similarly accommodated. 


8. (C) Anticipating Ahamed\'s later statements 

speculated that if push came to shove 

rhetorically side with the Hamas government to placate 
domestic Muslim constituencies. However 

would more likely attempt to preserve its profitable relation 
with Israel by continuing to issue anodyne statements urging 
both sides to seek a negotiated solution to the conflict. 


9. (C) Supporting Magen\'s observations 

that New Delhi does not want to say anything that might 
depict India as being \'friendly to Israel in public.Y 
Kumarswamy also suggested that India would likely continue 
its low-key assistance projects for Palestinians but keep 
interactions with Hamas to a minimum. 


GOI FOLLOWING THE HERD YET AGAIN 


10. (C) Despite the results of the Israeli elections 

has so far chosen to remain silent regarding Olmert\'s victory 
in Israel. In order to avoid ruffling Muslim sentiments 

within the country 

nations to respond to Olmert\'s victory. India will wait 

until other nations voice their opinions and only then may 
decide to speak up 

feature typical of the GOI when it comes to reacting 
particularly about Middle Eastern issues 

importance of the Muslim vote bank to the ruling Congress 


party. 


COMMENT:GUTLESS IN PUBLIC 


11. (C) New DelhiVs initial reticence and Minister Ahamed\'s 
supportive statements for the Hamas government reflect the 
UPA\'s dependence on its Muslim constituency and the emotional 
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resonance of the Palestinian issue here. While Ahamed\'s 
unhelpful comments highlight the GON's weak spot on terrorism 
when it relates to Palestinians 

be taken in the context of his position as chief of the 

Kerala Muslim League as Kerala heads for state elections. 

The underlying straddle of meek statements about the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict combined with full-steam-ahead 
engagement with Israel on practical and strategic matters is 
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unlikely to change. We should not expect any public courage 
from India anytime soon when it comes to condemning Hamas or 
reacting on Olmert\'s recent victory. Pragmatism trumps moral 
clarity in Delhi\'s Middle East policy. 


MULFORD 
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6. (SBU) An intelligence official told post that although the 
elections are expected to be mostly peaceful 

United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) or possibly unspecified 
Muslim groups could conduct attacks during the polling. 
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According to media sources 

that if an AGP and BJP government comes to power as they did 
prior to 2001 

operations against ULFA members. ULFA has also warned 
the local media 

encouraging people to vote 

more than a \"farce\" repeated every five years 

Center to expand its \"colonial rule\" in Assam. An ULFA 
statement released on March 30 said 

Assam reject political parties or leaders who do not have a 
definite plan or given a concrete assurance to solve the 
India-Assam conflict (sic).\" 


7. (SBU) COMMENT: With no party likely to receive a clear 
majority 

be able to form a coalition government 

dominant position. Congress officials are hoping to receive at 
least 45 seats and then cobble together the 64 seats required to 
govern through alliances with a number of smaller parties. 
However 

the past 

vote will be divided between the AUDF and Congress. A split in 
the Muslim vote gives a glimmer of hope to the AGP and BJP that 
they also have a small chance at forming a government. 
JARDINE 
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compliments to the United States Embassy in Rabat and in 
reference to the Embassy\'s note number 102 of March 21 2006 
containing the U.S. Government\'s proposal for paragraphs 3 
and 4 of Article VIII of the draft Agreement on Science and 
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Technology Cooperation 
following observations of the Moroccan side: 


1) The proposed text for paragraph 3 of Article VIII is in 
conformity with Moroccan legislation and for this reason does 
not raise any objection. 


2) Concerning paragraph 4 of Article VIII of the draft 
Agreement 

shall serve as the sole recipient of record of U.S. 
assistance destined to be used by entities other than those 
listed in paragraph 3 

not in conformity with Moroccan legislation in force 

cannot be granted. As such 

of Article VIII be eliminated from the Agreement. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs takes this opportunity to 
renew to the Embassy the assurance of its highest 
considerationA" END TEXT. 

Visit Embassy Rabat\'s Classified Website; 

http://www. state.sgov.gov/p/nea/rabat 
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April 2 general convention. PLC deputy/presidential-hopeful 
Enrique Quinonez informed polcouns that he would not 
participate in the PLC\'s April 2 convention unless Aleman 
cedes and cancels the PLC\'s March 31 pre-convention 
claims is a ruse to anoint competitor Jose Rizo. According 

to Quinonez 

documents with the decisions of departmental representatives 
selecting Jose Rizo as the winner of the March 31 event. 
Under pressure 

mini-conventions will be held under secret ballot. Now all 
pre-candidates but Noel Ramirez are back aboard and will 
participate. Until recently 

cronies and a fervent supporter and he may remain so if the 
wind blows again in his favor. Nonetheless 

Quinonez recognizes that Montealegre may be the best option 
to beat Ortega is significant even though an eventual 

political association with Quinonez could more likely hurt 

than help 


CHANGES IN RULES OF THE GAME FORCE CANDIDATES TO CONFRON* 
ALEMAN 
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2. (U) Five ofthe six PLC pre-candidates schlepped to ΕΙ 
Chile on March 27 to confront Aleman about the PLC Central 
Committee proposal to hold 28 regional \"mini-conventions\" to 
vote for the PLC candidate before the April 2 general 
convention. Pre-candidate Enrique Quinonez publicly repeated 
his assertion that the candidate should be chosen 

originally decided by the CEN 

general convention to guarantee a \"transparent process and 
avoid the dedazo of Aleman. On March 28 

announced the withdrawal of his candidacy 

CENVs decision as \"legal 

28 

will withdraw his candidacy unless the PLC cancels its March 
31 event. Only front-runner Jose Rizo has not complained 
which has prompted more speculation that he is Aleman\'s 
\"chosen one.\" 


3. (C) PLC deputy 

informed polcouns March 28 that he will not participate in 
the PLC\'s April 2 convention unless Aleman cedes and 
eliminates the March 31 \"mini-convention 

claimed is a ruse to anoint Jose Rizo. According to 
Quinonez 

departmental level 

up documents with the decisions of departmental 
representatives selecting Jose Rizo as the winner of the 
March 31 event. He also complained that the PLC has added 
some additional 200 conventioneers to the mix 

726 

Aguirre publicly echoed Quinonez\' concerns 

only on March 27 were the names of these 200 additional 
conventioneers released 

their support.) 


4. (SBU) Quinonez provided polcouns a copy of the letter the 
five candidates sent to PLC party president Jorge Castillo 
Quant. Signed by pre-candidates Enrique Quinonez 
Sacasa 

Ramirez 

departmental pre-conventions and maintain the original 
agreement to hold the convention on April 2 under secret 
ballot. The signatories warn that they will not participate 
in the candidate selection process unless these conditions 
are met. The PLC leadership insists it will continue with 
the two-stage process 

secret depending on the will of the departmental 


SIPDIS 
participants 
the votes in the March 31 process 
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will vote in secret for a second round on April 1. (Comment: 
Some of our PLC contacts allege that Aleman has promised to 
allocate a number of National Assembly seats to department 
chiefs in exchange for 

their loyalty. Their support for Rizo could be part of the 
bargain.) 


TIME TO JUMP SHIP? 


5. (C) Quinonez shared that he is considering supporting 
Eduardo Montealegre if it will guarantee Daniel Ortega\'s 
defeat. He explained that he now realizes how Montealegre 
felt when he was expelled from the PLC and recently told 
Montealegre that he shares his frustration with Aleman\'s 
insatiable hold on the PLC to the detriment of the party and 
Nicaragua to protect his own skin. Quinonez recounted that 
in a March 26 powwow of the PLC presidential-hopefuls at El 
Chile 

questioned the fairness of changing in mid-stream the rules 
of the PLC internal primary. \"This is my party and | will do 
what | (expletive) well please 


6. (C) Polcouns reiterated U.S. opposition to caudillo 
leadership 

not have problems with the PLC as a party 

leadership. Further 

selection of the PLC candidate could be directed by Ortega 
who would certainly favor a weak opponent he could discredit 
closer to the November election. Quinonez concurred that 
Ortega may have something to do with Aleman\'s choice and this 
could explain the last-minute change in primary procedures to 
ensure Rizo will win. Claiming he has always opposed the 
Aleman-Ortega pact 

Herrera and Noel Ramirez for serving as intermediaries for 
the nefarious pact. 


ALEMAN CEDES ON VOTE SECRECY 


7. (U) Responding to the PLCVs internal discontent 
ceded a bit on March 19 

mini-conventions will be held under secret rather than open 
vote. He also warned the recalcitrant pre-candidates that 
Vone must wash dirty laundry at home. Now all 
pre-candidates but Noel Ramirez are back aboard and will 
participate. 


COMMENT 
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8. (C) Until recently 

and a fervent supporter; he may remain so ifthe wind blows 
again in his favor. Nonetheless 

recognizes that Montealegre may be the best option to beat 
Ortega is significant. On the other hand 

political association with Quinonez -- whose reputation as a 
thug willing to resort to any tactic to achieve his goals -- 
could more likely hurt than help 

TRIVELLI 
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just built a sports complex in Russia 

hydropower station was just another large structure. Aslov 
stressed that this would be a much needed \"green-field\" 
investment and Gazprom\'s motivation was purely financial. 


3. (C) Aslov made another pitch for U.S. investment in the oil 

and gas sectors (reftel). Referring to his trip to the Unites 

State Geological Survey headquarters in Colorado in Summer 2005 
he noted that American technology and equipment was far superior 
to that of Russia and other countries 

help exploit Tajikistan\'s deep reserves. His deputy 

and Coal Department Head (and SABIT exchange alumnus) Kurbonkhol 
Bobokholonov noted that Weight years agoW he read about \"a drill 
that could go 10 km horizontally. Surely it could drill 6 km 
vertically" Aslov commented he was looking for a response from 
the U.S. Trade and Development Agency about possible technical 
assistance for the exploring the gas fields. He reported that 

unlike in hydropower 

oil or gas projects. 


4. (C) COMMENT: As Deputy Minister for Oil 

Aslov\'s portfolio has lately not been as high-profile as that of 

his hydropower colleagues. Tajikistan\'s gas reserves are small 
and deep 

investors. The agreement with Gazprom shows Russia is 
interested in maintaining its dominance of Tajikistan\'s energy 
sector. lts true commitment will be demonstrated by how quickly 
Gazprom selects a head for its representative office and when 
exploratory work begins. END COMMENT. 
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REF: A. LA PAZ 00691 


B. LA PAZ 00600 
C. LA PAZ 00406 


Column 3 
Classified By: Amb. David N. Greenlee for reasons 1.4 (b) and (d). 


1. (C) Summary: President Evo Morales, circle of Bolivian 
intellectual advisers occupies half of the President\'s 
Cabinet 

President 

of Sustainable Development and Planning. While the 
intellectuals have more influence over the President than his 
domestic political advisers 

Venezuelan advisers for Morales\' confidence. The second tier 
of intellectual advisers is critical for implementing the 
governmentVs policies 

education program 

international hydrocarbons companies 

reform. This cable is part two in a three-part series on how 
Morales has structured his advisory system. End summary. 


2. (Ο) The first tier of President Evo Morales\' domestic 
intellectual advisers is headed by Vice President Alvaro 
Garcia Linera 

Ramon Quintana and Minister of Planning Carlos Villegas. All 
three were professors at the Greater University of San Andres 
(UMSA) before joining the Morales administration. Morales 
intellectual advisers have more sway with the President than 
do his domestic political advisers (SEPTEL) 

compete with Cuban and Venezuelan consultants for Morales\' 
confidence. They have pursued their own agenda at times 
which has angered the President in the past and could push 
him to rely more on his foreign advisers if these practices 
continue. 


3. (C) Vice President Alvaro Garcia Linera is the gatekeeper 
for Bolivian advisers and moderates and adas intellectual 

spin to the President\'s vision. Nonetheless 

is a committed 

criticized Morales! lack of discipline to leftist ideals 

(NFI). At odds with Morales on several occasions 

disagreeing over Cabinet picks 

struggled to find his niche in the Morales administration and 
may have found it as the MAS go-to-person for the Constituent 
Assembly. 
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4. (Ο) Garcia Linera 

puivotal political orchestrator of the Constituent Assembly 
(CA) process. Garcia Linera 

ultimate forum for reforming the state 

his reputation as the expert on the issue. He was a gifted 
negotiator during the congressional debate over the convoking 
CA legislation. Embassy contacts say that he was key in 
talking down radical proposals offered by the MAS and 
opposition members 

also note that he had impressive patience and focus during 
the highly charged negotiations. (Comment: Some observers 
say that Garcia Linera has presisdential aspirations; if so 
recent precedents suggest that the vice presidency is a good 
place to be. It also suggests that he may be competing with 
Morales for public support. End comment.) 


5. (C) A sharp intellectual steeped in largely discredited 
political 

appears to see Bolivia through the prism of the French 
revolution. In a recent press interview 

sees himself as the last Jacobin and Evo as Robbespierre. 
(Comment: The Jacobins and Robbespierre were notorious for 
their reign of terror. They arrested and executed political 
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adversaries and allies alike and ultimately met their demise 
from the same instrument used to execute the opposition: the 
guillotine. To extend the analogy 

that Morales may meet his own demise at the hands of 
protestors 

Presidents Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada and Carlos Mesa. End 
comment.) 


6. (C) Embassy contacts have said that Minister of the 
Presidency Juan Ramon Quintana is responsible for 

intelligence and military issues 

Venezuelan and Cuban support. Garcia Linera brought Quintana 
into his position. 


7. (S//NF) Quintana is a disgruntled former military officer 

who was fired from his position in the Ministry of Defense in 
2000 during the Banzer regime. He long suspected that the US 
was behind his firing 

became stridently anti-U.S. as a result. Quintana 

assuming his current duties 
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removal of 29 flag-rank members of the armed forces 

whom were cooperating with the United States. The Minister 
also has been seeking out other officers who have had contact 
with U.S. officials 


8. (S//NF) Quintana\'s disdain for the United States is so 
deep that he withheld from Morales sensitive information 
passed to him by U.S. intelligence agencies to prevent the 
President from knowing that the Americans were helping him. 
The already suspicious Morales is aware that Quintana 
withheld information 

he is monitoring the Minister. Morales may choose to 
sideline the Minister if the behavior continues. Sensitive 
reporting also indicates that Quintana has had other problems 
with Morales for paying more attention to getting jobs for 

his friends than focusing on his substantive duties 

something that could further aggravate the relationship. 


9. (C) Minister of Planning Carlos Villegas oversees all 
economic coordination and decisionmaking. The Minister of 
Finance reports to Villegas 

an economics professor from UMSA 

socialist economic theories and has yet to accept the 
practical realities of a globalized economy. (REF C) 


10. (C) While Villegas may be beginning to understand the 
real impact of free trade on job creation 

believe that markets in Venezuela and China serve as 
alternatives to U.S. markets. He has told Bolivian exporters 
to seek markets outside the United States 

the U.S. is crucial to their trade (REF B). He recently 
returned from Venezuela after negotiating an agreement for 
Venezuela to buy Bolivian soy. Additionally 

regularly antagonized other businesses 

President\'s Dignity Tariff 

cheap electricity to Bolivians is a done deal 

the private sector should either get on board or suffer. 

(REF A). 


11. (C) The second tier of intellectual advisers includes 
Minister of Hydrocarbons Andres Soliz Rada 
Agriculture Hugo Salvatierra 

Patzi 
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spokesman Alex Contreras. They appear to take instructions 
from the top tier and from Morales himself. At times they 
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appear more like political \"operators\" (SEPTEL) doing the 
President\'s bidding. In contrast to the political operators 
however 

engage in strong-arming or undermining the opposition. They 
appear to focus almost exclusively on implementing 
policy--including coordinating the Cuban doctors program and 
pursuing land reform. (Comment: Soliz 

Patzi are all associated with UMSA.) 


12. (C) While Foreign Minister David Choquehuanca Cespedes is 
considered one of Morales\' most prominent intellectuals after 
Garcia Linera and Villegas 

represents the indigenous face of Bolivia. He appears to be 
mostly hot air with no real substantive advisory role in 
traditional foreign policy issues 

maintaining contacts with European NGOs. An overly eccentric 
official 

relationship with most people 

statements about his ancestors living for over 200 years and 
replacing milk with coca in a school nutrition program have 
drawn criticisms. Morales largely discredited arch-nemesis 
Felipe Quispe Huanca has been a vocal supporter of the 
Minister 

Indeed 

involved in Bolivia\'s key foreign policy issues to date. 
GREENLEE 


2. (C) Prime Minister Zia 

Foreign Minister met with Prime Minister Singh 

Kalam 

Minister Nath 

Minister of Mizoram. The Bangladeshi delegation\'s March 
20-22 visit to New Delhi was light on deliverables 

Prime Ministers\' joint press statement claimed it resulted in 
\"greater understanding and appreciating for each other\'s 
point of view\" (Ref A). Ministry of External Affairs Joint 
Secretary for Bangladesh 
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SIPDIS 

Mohan Kumar acknowledged to Polcouns and Poloff on March 30 
that Zia\'s visit did not result in a dramatic breakthrough 

but he asserted that the Prime Ministers \"have found a new 
chemistry.\" Kumar called the timing \"late in the day 

ZiaWs visit came at the end of her term in office 

will hand power over to a caretaker government in October. 
Nonetheless 

positive feeling generated by the visit had helped remove the 
widely-held perception that the GOI would deal only with the 
opposition Awami League led by Prime Minister Zia\'s rival 
Sheikh Hasina. Kumar also praised the revival of bilateral 
institutional mechanisms 

Commission 

Group on Trade 

once per year after a lapse of three years 

half-yearly Home Secretaries\' meeting 

relationship could be repaired. Kumar went on to note that 
Singh and Zia had committed to monitoring the progress of 
these working groups and to meeting to discuss and offer 
political guidance to keep these initiatives moving forward. 


3. (C) The non-government assessment was less hopeful. Ajai 
Sahni of the Institute of Conflict Management said the GOI is 
pursuing a \"nice guy\" approach to Bangladesh. Sahni told 
Poloff on March 23 that the leading foreign policy \"faction\" 

in the government (read: the Prime Minister) believes that 
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some unilateral concessions will gain DhakaVs good will 
while another group feels that economics will succeed where 
diplomacy has failed. These attitudes explain in large part 
why Indian officials refrained publicly from pressing Zia and 
her advisors on GOI security concerns 

groups in north-east India 

Bangladesh 


GOI Quietly Focused on Security 


4. (C) Although the GOI stuck to positives in public 

told Polcouns that Indian officials privately raised the 
GOIVs concerns about illegal immigration 

insurgents 

GOI was careful to avoid implicating the BDG in security 
issues 

Indian interlocutors told the delegation that they see a 
\"worrying trend\" of Bangladeshi involvement in the recent 
bomb blasts in Delhi 
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the GOI and BDG have a \"rhetorical commitment" to fighting 
terrorism 

BDG on atrial basis to see if doing so helps address Indian 
concerns. The GOI also tried to convince Zia and her 
advisors that the BDG cannot afford to ignore or allow 
terrorist activity within its borders without getting burned 

and Kumar noted that \"this seemed to register 

know.\" 


Implications of Arrests 


5. (C) Counseling caution pending BDG progress in the recent 
arrests of senior Jammatul Mujahedin Bangladesh (JMB) leaders 
Bangla Bhai and Sheikh Abdur Rahman (Refs B and C) 
asserted that the arrests were driven in large part by U.S. 
pressure. He stated that the GOI would measure Bangladesh\'s 
sincerity by how many of the details of the cases the BDG is 
willing to share. Kumar predicted that electoral politics 

would complicate cooperation 

Party (BNP) is \"terribly reliant\" on its alliance with the 
Jamaat-e-Islami (Jl) 

Kumar closed by urging the U.S. to keep pressure on 
Bangladesh and agreed with Polcouns that it is important for 
the GOI to coordinate its efforts with the U.S. 


A Missed Opportunity for Magnanimity? 


6. (C) Sreeradha Datta of the Institute for Defence Studies 
and Analyses and Suhas Chakma 

for Human Rights brushed over GOI security concerns and 
asserted that the Prime Minister is one of the only people in 
the GOI thinking strategically about Bangladesh and the \"long 
term imperative.\" As Sahni maintained 

\"lost in the moment.\" Datta told Poloff on March 24 that the 
visit was \"worthless 

demonstrate its desire to engage with Bangladesh. She was 
critical of the GOIVs \"lack of imagination 

would have been in India\'s interests to do something for Zia 
and the BNP because \"we still have to live with the country.\" 
Datta asserted that many within the GOI think of the 
Bangladesh relationship in simple quid pro quo terms rather 
than as a long-term relationship. Although acknowledging 
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India 
Bangladeshi insecurities. 
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Giving to Get: The Rationale 


7. (C) Chakma provided similar comments in a March 23 
conversation with Poloff 

give up its limited leverage on India 

of natural gas sales. In a March 30 editorial 

Parthasarthy 

Center for Policy Research 

its image as an emerging economic powerhouse\" by maintaining 
regional trade barriers 

accomodative approach to the broad range of issues that have 
mired New DelhiVs relationship with Dhaka. 


The Price of Better Ties 


8. (C) Anwarul Haq 

High Commission in New Delhi 

improve the bilateral relationship by removing non-tariff 
barriers to trade 

granting transit rights for Bangladesh to reach Nepal and 
Bhutan. IDSA\'s Datta asserted that perceived Bangladeshi 
indifference should not prevent Indian efforts to engage. 
She pointed to China\'s relationship with Bangladesh 

that whatever the worth of the gestures 

larger partner goes a long way in advancing positive ties. 


No Real Change Before Bangla Polls 


9. (C) Kumar said he thought Zia would focus on winning the 
national elections 

ahead of addressing Indian concerns. Indian commentators 
viewed the visit\'s potential to improve ties with skepticism. 
Chakma and Datta both assessed that Zia\'s visit was purely 
for \"public consumption\" as Zia attempts to strengthen her 
domestic standing before elections later this year. In their 
estimation 

India/Bangladesh relationship 

domestic constraints and allow her more flexibility with the 
GOI. 


10. (C) Datta also noted that it is a widely held Indian 

view that if Zia were serious about improving ties with 

India 

of her term. Datta speculated that Zia came to New Delhi to 
seek GOI support for her reelection bid 

that she will not sign agreements that India is seeking until 
she is returned to power. Chakma suggested that the 
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terrorist attacks inside Bangladesh could also 

work to India\'s advantage by putting pressure on Zia to work 
with India to address the security situation. 


Skepticism Abounds Among Bangla Watchers 


11. (C) Sahni was much more pessimistic 
bilateral issues need to be addressed at the working level 
where the relationship is fraught with acrimony. He called 
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the Bangladeshis even more hostile than the Pakistanis 

saying 

Parthasarthy wrote that the BNP gets so much mileage out of 
anti-Indian rhetoric and policies 

to expect a real shift in the BDGVs attitude any time soon. 

An exchange of fire between India\'s Border Security Force and 
the Bangladesh Rifles during Zia\'s visit seemed to underscore 
Sahni and Parthasarthy\'s contentions. 


12. (C) Comments from Bangladeshi diplomat Ηαα reflected the 
lingering insecurities to which Chakma and Datta referred. 

The journalist-turned-diplomat told Poloff on March 28 that 

Vno government in Bangladesh could engage with India the way 
weVd like to\" because the Indian attitude toward its eastern 
neighbor V'creates hurt 

suspicion. Haq asserted that Zia urged Prime Minister Singh 
to buy natural gas from Bangladesh 

interested. He said that the proposed investment of about 

USD 2.5 billion by Indian conglomerate Tata in a steel plant 

in Bangladesh is neither commercially nor politically viable 
because the Indian company is offering to pay too low a price 
for the natural gas it wants to power the proposed steel 

plant. Haq focused on India\'s missteps in the relationship. 

The GOI is Van elephant with small eyes 

that India must seek the ear of its neighbors. He accused 

the GOI of V'putting fire in the houses of all its neighbors 

and said that the insurgencies in Indias northeastern states 
were \"being thrust upon Bangladesh. 


13. (C) Notwithstanding calls for generosity from the likes 

of Datta and Chakma 

including Sahni and Parthasarty 

that still holds sway in India. Even as Sahni asserted the 
Bangladesh government's inability to run the country 

called on the GOI and others to cut the BDG off financially 
to force the government to address Indian security concerns. 
Though more nuanced 
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and stick\" approach in which the GOI would \"raise the costs 
domestically 

for Bangladesh 

security concerns. Although such thinking is understandable 
it is unlikely to facilitate senior Indian leaders! efforts 

to improve ties with Bangladesh. 


Comment: The Ball Remains in India\'s Court 


14. (C) Zia\'s visit and the resulting lack of concrete 
agreements indicate that the ball remains in India\'s court to 
repair the Bangladesh relationship. Regardless of the 
prevalent Indian view that it is now time for Bangladesh to 
return Indian favors 

give--and keep giving--before it gets anything back from a 
seemingly reluctant or politically ham-strung administration 
in Dhaka. Prime Minister Singh\'s ability to secure a 
positive relationship with Bangladesh will depend on his 
ability to make Bangladesh a priority for the GOI 

priority clear to the BDG 

to Bangladesh 

matter how distasteful the GOI finds it to be magnanimous to 
a smaller power that openly resents it. 


15. (U) Visit New Delhi\'s Classified Website: 
(http://www. state.sgov.gov/p/sa/newdelhi/) 
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modest homes and apartments being remodeled. In my third year 
now 

buildings and at least two five-star hotels 

factories. 


None of this kind of growth happens by accident. It requires 
leadership and good economic policies. | remember listening 
very closely to President Emomali RahmonowWs 2004 speech to 
parliament 

and collaboration from many international donors 

United States 

making the kinds of reforms that are making Tajikistan an 
increasingly attractive place for direct foreign investment. 


People often ask me 
Tajikistan?\" Though not very well known 
private investment here 


Column 3 
manufacturing. But I will be the first to tell you it isnVt 
nearly enough. | want much 


Before | tell you what we have been doing to attract U.S. 
investment 

Government does not have state enterprises that can be ordered 
to invest for geopolitical purposes 

investors where and how to invest. Nor do our businesses make 
\"back-room deals\" with the special interests that already 
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control too much of the economy here and stunt the broader 
growth of entrepreneurship. What we as a government do is help 
our private investors learn about the opportunities in 

Tajikistan. 


To that end 

Development Agency has provided major grants to write U.S. 
government reports about investment opportunities in six 
different sectors of the Tajik economy (three of them in just 
the last two months): telecommunications 

energy 


We are already seeing results from these reports for American 
businesses. A major U.S. corporation is negotiating with the 
Ministry of Energy to build the high-tension power lines that 
will allow Tajikistan to export its excess electricity. And 
another U.S. company would like to rebuild the Varzob Cascades 
project. In October 

announced the Infrastructure Integration Initiative for Greater 
Central Asia. We will work closely with International Financial 
Institutions 

hydroelectric 

projects. | am certain during the next year or two you will 

find many more U.S. businesses that will want to invest in 
Tajikistan. You have built the foundation 

part 

Tajik business men and women 

privileged insiders. 


While investment is now coming into Tajikistan from a number of 
countries for large projects 

enduring prosperity is small and medium businesses. Fully 60 
percent of the U.S. multi-trillion-dollar economy is based on 
small and medium businesses. Tajik investors need the 
conditions that will encourage them to start and to grow their 
businesses. Although much work has been done on economic 
reform 

implemented 
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and more sustainable economic growth. 


First 

begun at TojikStandart. Despite much progress 

be done. Business people need transparent rules to follow. But 
the new \"List of Goods and Services Subject to Mandatory 
Certification 

have neither been approved by the government nor registered by 
the Ministry of Justice. The existing list has never been 
published in the mass media. It is not available in any legal 
database. It is not even available on request. You would think 
it\'s a state secret! Experts who have been permitted to see the 
list say that it includes nearly 2 

at least 15 years out of date. Some argue that the list is 
necessary to protect people from low-quality goods. But because 
it is non-transparent and out of date 

retailers 


Second 

Commodity Exchange. A 2001 government resolution mandated that 
selected products be sold through the Exchange. The initial 

goal of this resolution was positive 

in foreign markets. But the real effect has been to inhibit 

competition 

private business 


Third 
implementing regulations for the new tax code of January 2005. 
Until that happens 
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tax code as he sees fit. And everyone knows what that means. 
More corruption. 


What is the common theme in these three recommendations? If you 
limit government interference in business 

playing field with clear rules for all 

trade and commerce will flourish 

that the government can afford increasingly higher wages and 
social-sector support 


Is there a role for government in business 

commerce? Absolutely. It's a regulatory role. Responsible 
governments create independent regulatory bodies that protect 
consumers 


Vd like to give you an example of how the wrong kind of 
regulation can be harmful. The Tajik Ministry of 
Telecommunications has proposed implementing a \"single telecom 
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gateway" that would be a transit point for all telecom operators 
of any kind 

long-distance traffic 

other county in the world has ever done this. Some 
Uzbekistan and Russia 

rejected the concept. 


Some have argued that a single gateway is necessary to bring 
\"gray traffic\" under control - that is 

telecom operators who evade government fees and taxes. But 
fact 

there will always be smart technicians who will be able to evade 
the Wsingle gateway.\" To solve the \"gray traffic" problem 
would be much better to use market forces and well structured 
interconnect agreements 

That would be a legitimate role for an independent 
telecommunications regulatory body. 


A V'single gateway\" can have unintended negative consequences. 
One real concern is that call quality and data transmission 
capacity could suffer because of the extra switching that a 

\"single gateway\" would require. Another consequence should be 
obvious - a technical breakdown of the \"single gateway\" would 
isolate the entire country until it is repaired. Even if the 
breakdown would be for a relatively short period 

financial sectors would suffer 

be in jeopardy. Also 

potential to reduce competition if an aggressive client bribed 

the V'gate keeper\" to limit access by competitors. The 
government\'s goal should be to decrease opportunities for 
corruption 


A lot really comes down to the issue of corruption 

President Rahmonov has said he is serious about decreasing 
corruption in Tajikistan. And yet it can never be \"talked away 
or Vordered away. The government can help the president by 
legislating sensible business regulations that are fair for all 
fairly implemented 

courts. When that is done 

but also the economy will grow. And 

grow even faster 

favorably on Tajikistan. The \"golden rule\" of the global 
economy is that capital goes where it is welcome and stays where 
it is fairly treated according to international standards. 


As | said at the beginning 

working hard to educate American businesses about the 
opportunities in Tajikistan. | am certain that if Tajikistan 
stays on the path of economic reform 
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of economic reform 

the population that lives by agriculture 

American investors here than anyone would ever have imagined. 
Yes 

as if all we ever do is \"talk\" but never \"act.\" But | assure 

you that our deliberate pace leads to long-term results. 


| will close by saying 

about Tajikistan. With my own eyes 

progress in three years. | am convinced prosperity will 
continue to grow. Prosperity is a \"fertilizer\" for democratic 
evolution. In the end 

twin guarantors of TajikistanVs long-term stability. 


Thank you for your attention. 


End text. 
HOAGLAND 
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-- Suggested that negotiations to form a new government in 
Ukraine would be prolonged and contentious; 


-- Noted that talks to unite Russia\'s democratic opposition 
continued 
popular support and enhance their overall position; and 


-- Interspersed his comments with a range of personal views 
concerning various local and regional leaders. END SUMMARY. 


2. (SBU) Ambassador met with Boris Nemtsov on March 27. 
Nemtsov 

Prime Minister during the Yeltsin era 

associated with liberal economic policies and democratic 
politics. Most recently 

Right Forces (SPS) to serve as that party's representative on 
a committee charged with uniting the country's democratic 
opposition forces. He has also served as an advisor to 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko following the 2004 
Orange Revolution and has been an outspoken supporter of 
Belarus opposition leader Aleksandr Milinkevich. 


3. (C) Nemtsov roundly condemned the current situation in 
Belarus. The March 19 elections had been falsified and 
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subsequently 

welcomed official statements by the U.S. and EU condemning 
these events but 

revolution along the lines of the Orange Revolution in 

Ukraine was unlikely. The opposition was neither as well 
organized nor as effective as the forces that brought Viktor 
Yushchenko to power in Kiev. As a result 

Belarus faced a \"catastrophic situation." 


4. (C) Referring to possible implications for the 

relationship between Belarus and Russia 

believe there would be any significant change in direction 
including in the continuing negotiations to establish a Union 
State. Moscow had congratulated Aleksandr Lukashenko almost 
immediately after the polls closed and would continue to 
defend the embattled regime against criticism from the West. 
Nemtsov claimed that President Putin did not personally like 
Lukashenko (he likened the relationship to the World War 
Il-era ties between Hitler and Mussolini) 

leaders needed each other. In any case 

Putin\'s recent tilt toward support for \"dictators\" and 

populist politicians of various types in Belarus and Central 
Asia was not worthy of a G-8 leader. Atthe same time 
Nemtsov warned that Lukashenko 

Milosevic 

Belarus and Russia which 

connections 

of a future Russia-Belarus Union State. 


5. (C) Turning to the situation in Ukraine following the 
March 26 parliamentary elections 

majority of Ukrainian politicians 

Yanukovych and former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko 
either \"criminal or corrupt.\" The major difference among 
them was one of degree rather than quality. Nemtsov said 
that while Yushchenko was well-intentioned 

to overcome the entrenched business interests 

corruption 

rendered U.S. and Western praise for the \"Orange Revolution\" 
premature. Nemtsov said Putin 

gotten over Yanukovych\'s defeat in 2004. 


6. (C) Nemtsov predicted that the negotiations to establish 

a new government would be prolonged and arduous. He thought 
Tymoshenko had been a \"catastrophe\" when she had been PM last 
year but conceded that her second-place finish strengthened 

her hand and might allow her to regain her former position. 
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A repeat of the Tymoshenko Government would be another 
\"catastrophe.\" In the meantime 
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Yanukovych might have the strongest hand. In addition to his 
party\'s first-place finish in the elections 

be able to exploit differences between Yushchenko and 
Tymoshenko 

see Tymoshenko become PM again. 


7. (C) Regardless of who took over the government helm in 
Kiev 

attention to Moscow. In this respect 

harder to predict. Clearly supported by Moscow 

nevertheless had promised during the campaign to keep the 
country on its pro-Western course. Nemtsov was unsure of the 
extent to which policy would change -- or not -- as a result 
although he mentioned that relations with Poland could become 
more complicated. He was certain 

country\'s plans to join NATO would slow since most Ukrainians 
(not only those in the eastern part of the country) were not 
enthusiastic about joining the Alliance. 


8. (C) Asked about prospects for uniting Russia\'s democratic 
opposition forces 

with the main political players 

still out of reach. He singled out Yabloko\'s Grigoriy 
Yavlinskiy as one of the main obstacles. Although Yavlinskiy 
agreed in principle that unity 

cooperation on joint lists 

leader was still reluctant to make meaningful concessions for 
the sake of a broader coalition. Nemtsov surmised that 
Yavlinskiy had not abandoned his personal goal of becoming 
president. A lack of financial support was also an obstacle 
especially for smaller parties like Vladimir Ryzhkov\'s 
Republican Party. 


9. (C) In the meantime 

infusion of new leadership 

would spark public interest. Former Prime Minister Mikhail 
Kasyanov was the only option for the time being 

said he was relatively weak and had not yet been able to cast 
aside a V'very negative image!" as a corrupt politician. 

Nemtsov alleged that Kasyanov had been involved in numerous 
cases of bribe-taking and official corruption; the widely 
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reported case of his dacha was just the tip of the iceberg. 


10. (C) Over the course of our conversation 
commented on various personalities. Among other things 
Nemtsov: 


-- Claimed there were only four honest politicians in the 

country -- Communist Party leader Gennadiy Zyuganov 

Choice leader Irina Khakamada 

himself. With the exception of Zyuganov 

have been close associates of Nemtsov over the years. Among 
the most corrupt are recently deposed Rodina Party President 
Dmitriy Rogozin 

Kasyanov. 


-- Said Putin feared being overthrown or assassinated 
especially on the orders of Chechen separatists or exiled 
business leader Boris Berezovskiy 

tried to convince British PM Tony Blair last October to 
extradite to Russia. 


-- Maintained close ties with Vladislav Surkov 

of the Presidential Administration 

money laundering raids against Neftyanoy Bank 

former bank 

warned him in advance that the raid was \"political 

was one of the factors that had prompted Nemtsov to resign 
from the bank\'s board. 

RUSSELL 
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a democratic source of stable high-technology investment for 
India and as a parter in trade. End Summary. 


ACTIVE DIPLOMATIC INTERACTIONS 


2. (C/NF) MEA Joint Secretary (East Asia) Ashok Kantha told 
PolCouns and Poloff on March 28 that business delegations 
make up the bulk of the \"active\" India-Taiwan interactions 
although the Director-General (Asia) of Taiwan\'s \"foreign 
ministry\" will visit New Delhi in the first week of April. 

Kantha will return the visit in late April 

part of the ongoing bilateral foreign office consultations. 

India is comfortable exchanging visits up to the Vice 

Minister level 

Ministerial visits to prevent Taiwan from becoming \"an 
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irritant in our relations with China.\" 


CHINA IS COMFORTABLE WITH INDIAYS ENGAGEMENT 


3. (C/NF) Kantha said that China \"actively briefs\" India 
about its relations with Taiwan 

takes care to be \"transparent\" in its dealings with Taipei. 
\"They seem to appreciate it 

State Councillor Tang Jiaxuang called on Indian Foreign 
Secretary Shyam Saran in mid-March to brief him on China\'s 
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relations in the region 

not comment directly on Chinese attitudes toward the TICC 
but assured us that China has no objections to India\'s 
current level of engagement with Taiwan. 


ECONOMIC LINKS READY TO BLOSSOM 


4. (C/NF) New Delhi is actively encouraging Taiwanese 
investment in the information technology sector 

reported. India sees the amount of Taiwanese investment in 
China and would like to draw some of that to Indian 
enterprises 

Taiwanese investors an opportunity to diversify 

explained. Taiwan\'s \"Go South\" policy of building linkages 
to South and Southeast Asia aligns conveniently with New 
Delhi\'s \"Look East\" policy 

strategic and economic ties with Southeast and East Asian 
countries 

China 

Taiwanese IT investment in India should be \"just the 
beginning of the process 

USD 2.5 billion in annual bilateral trade \"will take some 
time.\" This will be helped by what Kantha described as a 
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significant upgrading of aviation relations 
securing fifth freedom rights beyond Taipei. 
MULFORD 
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facility expected to provide psychological 

and educational and professional training services to victims 
of trafficking. AMBAR President Nury Pernia with assistance 
from Lilian Aya Ramirez 
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and JusticeVs (MIJ) Crime Prevention Unit 

lease for an MIJ building located in the 23 de Enero area of 
Caracas to house the new facility. Aya Ramirez recently 

asked AMBAR President Nury Pernia to assist in BRV efforts to 
document the extent of trafficking in Venezuela 

in areas like 23 de Enero where trafficking of children and 
adolescents is believed to be a significant problem. 


2. (U) During a brief press conference with local press 
Ambassador said that \"every country 

religion in the world\" condemns human trafficking. He 
emphasized the importance of providing government assistance 
to organizations that offer support to trafficking victims 
particularly vulnerable members of society such as women 
children and adolescents. When asked if he believed 
Venezuela\'s TIP problem improved during 2005 

said he remained hopeful that the problem improved globally 
during the past year. All countries 

obligation to eliminate human trafficking 

United States and Venezuela. 


3. (C) Comment: While the project is sure to help victims of 
trafficking 

support for civil society and cooperating with the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela (BRV) on an area of common interest. 
Despite increasing BRV harassment of beneficiaries of USG 
assistance 

sites on the NGO as it is one of the few organizations in 
Venezuela with the institutional capacity to investigate 

human trafficking 

Moreover 

AMBAR is it seeks to demonstrate its full compliance with the 
minimum standards outlined in the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act (TVPA). 

BROWNFIELD 
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exclude them. 


8. (SBU) Former SDSM maverick Tito Petkovski 

controls three former SDSM MP seats following his breakaway 
founding of the NSDP last year 

partner. Petkovski refuses to speculate on a pre-election 
coalition agreement 

strong support among disenchanted SDSM voters (if elections 
were held today 

votes 

coalition arrangement with Buckovski\'s Social Democrats. 


ELECTORAL CODE RUMBLE 
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9. (U) Parliament finally took the first step in the election 
process 

electoral code on March 29. Until recently 

engaged in a pitched battle witn SDSM over provisions in the 
code governing the composition of the local electoral boards 
that administer polling stations. PM Buckovski finally 
brokered a compromise with VMRO-DPMNE on the composition of 
the boards 

parties except VMRO-Narodna 

before the vote 

earlier agreement with Narodna. 


POLLS SHOW A STRENGTHENED OPPOSITION 


10. (SBU) A March 22 poll shows more than 13 percent of 
voters would cast ballots for VMRO-DPMNE in parliamentary 
elections 

percent would support VMRO-Narodna. Among eAlbanians 
would garner over 10 percent 

percent. Pollsters tell us that the poll\'s margin of error 

is large enough that the gap could be far smaller. They also 
caution that percentages translate only imperfectly into 
seats in Parliament. Most analysts predict a close race 
least in terms of seats. Nevertheless 

reflected in the balloting this summer 

attempt to form a governing coalition with DPA and several 
smaller parties. DUI leader Ali Anmeti has told us privately 
that he will insist that any coalition government include the 
eAlbanian party with the largest number of MP seats. 


11. (U) At this stage 

still say they will not vote 

party they would support. Overall 

turnout is unlikely to top 60 percent 

from previous elections; that would favor the opposition 
parties since they are more likely to be able to mobilize 
undecided voters and voters unhappy with the current 
government. 


PRESIDENT TAKES THE MORAL HIGH GROUND 


12. (U) Rising above the fray 

his office to launch an initiative to press for free and fair 
elections as a prerequisite for Macedonia\'s Euro-Atlantic 
aspirations. Together with the Ambassador 

the EUSR and OSCE ambassador 

of public and private meetings and roundtables with the 
media 

play a constructive 

fair elections. Although A1 TV and the daily Vreme (both 
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owned by Velija Ramkovski 

debt to a U.S. foundation) have sharply criticized him for 
involving the so-called V'international factor" in this 
process 

the IC\'s engagement in this endeavor is critical. 


COMMENT 


13. (SBU) A pattern of political behavior is emerging from 

the Byzantine maneuvers of the parties in the \"pre-campaign\" 
period. The opposition has seemed intent on creating and 
fueling an atmosphere of tension and incipient crisis in 

order to keep the pool of frustrated and undecided voters 
filled. At the same time 

opposition off-balance by offering concessions to demonstrate 
publicly its flexibility 

that the opposition rejects them 

and fights publicly among themselves. Buckovski so far has 
proved to be the master of such maneuvers 

opposition at every turn. That approach may work to his 
tactical advantage now 

help feed public dissatisfaction with the entire political 
establishment. Meanwhile 

determined to focus on the negative 

Buckovski approach might well be futile. 

MILOVANOVIC 
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surrounding the U.S.-Israel relationship after the U.S. 

\"called Israel to account.\" Ben Hanan recounted that the GOI 
conducted investigations and found \"minimal violations\" of 
export control policy. His sense was that the discussions 
afterwards rightly focused on policy 

claimed 

Secretary McCormick reinforced the importance of the SOU and 
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said that while early signs have been encouraging 

at the beginning of a long road of putting comprehensive 
export controls in place. 


4. (S) Ben Hanan said that Israel is strictly adhering to the 

SOU 

example a controversial quote about the SOU attributed to MOD 
DG Jacob Toren 

to as a V'second-rate newspaper that professionalizes in 
scandal-mongering.\") Ben Hanan said that the MOD plans to 
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reassign SIBAT\'s export licensing authority to an Export 
Controls Division in the MOD. (NOTE: SIBAT currently issues 
4 

said he will still have influence on the licensing process 

but will not have statutory authority to sign licenses. He 

added that SIBAT will still sign licenses for export 

negotiations. 


5. (S) Ben Hanan said that the GOI has made it clear to the 
Israeli defense industry that all defense exports to China 
must adhere to the process laid out in the SOU. This process 
requires potential exporters to apply for approval 

then obtain USG and GOI approval before they proceed. 
\"Nothing will go outside of the mechanism the U.S. and Israel 
have established. There will be no surprises.\" 


6. (C) Ben Hanan called for full clarity in the U.S.-Israeli 
dialogue on export controls 

disclosure 

and of maintaining personal contact in order to prevent 
misunderstandings: \"If you want to clarify something 
sensitive 

Show us the facts 

commit to \killing the tea kettle before it becomes a 
locomotive.\\" 


7. (C) Ben Hanan said that Israel understands that the USG 
wants Israel to stop defense exports to Venezuela. He said 
that Israel must fall in line with the U.S. on moral grounds. 
He claimed 

the U.S. is using export controls to help U.S. industry 
compete against Israeli industry in the Venezuelan market. 


8. (C) Ben Hanan said that Israel is cooperating with India 

on defense issues 

India\'s defense market. He characterized Lockheed Martin\'s 
exhibit at a recent Indian defense exposition as impressive 
and recounted how he had told Lockheed Martin Senior Vice 
President Bob Trice that Israel is willing to be a mouse on 
the back of the American elephant\" in terms of defense sales 
to India. Ben Hanan added that Pakistan has made several 
overtures to Israel 

seriously as Pakistan is viewed by Israel as an ally of Iran. 


9. (C) Ben Hanan said that the GOI would find it beneficial 
if the USG would approve some of its exports (e.g. 
jackets) to countries the U.S. is concerned about. Ben Hanan 
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referred specifically to an Israeli bid for a tender issued 

by General Electric China for security services at the 

Beijing Olympics. He noted that allowing the bid to go 

through could potentially benefit an unnamed U.S. company as 
well as an Israeli one. 


10. (C) Ben Hanan characterized Israel\'s defense industry as 
not only a business sector 

defense capability. He said that Israel exports 80 percent 

of its defense production 

industry cannot survive on GOI/IDF procurement. Ben Hanan 
recounted that in 2005 

of defense articles to the U.S. He said that if the export 

value could be increased to USD 1 billion 

would be more important to Israel than the USD 500 million 
worth of FMF Israel receives from the U.S. 


11. (C) Under Secretary McCormick stressed that America\'s 
relationship with Israel is important and strong 

there is no truth behind the allegation that the U.S. is 

using export controls to promote its industries over other 
countries\'s industries. He noted that export controls are 
increasingly a part of the important U.S. nonproliferation 
agenda for the region 

closely with the State Department and the Defense Department 
to ensure that their positions are coordinated. He offered 

the Commerce Department\'s assistance in implementing the 
comprehensive export controls outlined in the SOU. 


12. (U) Also attending this restricted session on the Israeli 
side were SIBAT Principal Deputy Director Meir Shalit and 
SIBAT North America Division Deputy Director Amira Alany. 


13. (U) Under Secretary McCormick then led a U.S. delegation 

in an expanded meeting on export controls with MOD experts. 

The Israel side was led by MOD General Counsel Tzvia Gross 

and included: SIBAT Director Yosi Ben Hanan (until his 

departure for another meeting); SIBAT Principal Deputy 

Director Meir Shalit; SIBAT North America Division Deputy 

Director Amira Alany; Political-Military Bureau Adviser 

Shmuel Limone; MOD Deputy Director of Export Controls Ehud 
Ben-Aharon; MALMAB/DSDE Information Security Unit Head Shlomy 
Maayan; MOD Legal Counsel Gideon Meretz; MOD Legal Counsel 
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Ram Raviv; MOD Encryption Expert Eitan Levy; and the MOD\'s 
director for Encryption Control. 


14. (S) SIBAT Director Ben Hanan reiterated Israel\'s 
commitment to the SOU 

of Israel\'s export control system will result in asmooth and 
transparent system in which policy-makers are understood 
the working level is accountable to policy-makers. He added 
that a smooth 

be established. Ben Hanan said that Israel would coordinate 
its defense exports with the U.S. and always maintain open 
lines of communication in this area. 


15. (C) Ben Hanan said that Hamas\'s victory in the January 25 
Palestinian elections affects Israel\'s security and defense 
R&D. He stressed that Israel cannot stop investment in 
defense R&D 

noting that defense exports remain critical to Israel\'s 
defensive capability. 


16. (C) After Ben Hanan departed 

Gross led the Israeli side and explained that Israel\'s export 
control system had been running on a combination of emergency 
legislation and Israel\'s equivalent of U.S. executive orders. 
Gross said that Israel has already incorporated Wassenaar 
Arrangement Category Six controls for lasers and sensors into 
the MOD\'s control list 

October 2005. The MOD controls this category now and may 
continue to control it for military end-users even after 

authority over dual-use items is transferred to the Ministry 

of Industry 

conducted some outreach seminars to educate Israeli defense 
industry on new obligations stemming from the Category Six 
requirements. So-called \"deemed exports\" have been addressed 
in amendments to MOD regulations 

have been briefed to Israeli defense industry 

representatives. Deemed exports will eventually be 

controlled under the new Defense Export Control Act 

Knesset passes it. The MOD is also enacting enforcement 
measures -- including more extensive actions against 
violators -- through MOD directives. 


17. (C) Gross said that MOD lawyers 
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lawyers from the MFA 

drafting a Defense Export Control Act (DECA) 

Export Control Order (aka regulations or secondary 
legislation) 

circulated within the GOI. Gross admitted that the MFA is 

not yet satisfied with the current draft DECA. Gross said 

the MOD has an \"ambitious target\" of presenting the draft 
DECA to the Knesset\'s Defense Security Committee before 
Israeli general elections scheduled for March 28. (NOTE: 
The draft DECA was presented to the governmental legislation 
committee -- headed by the Ministry of Justice -- on March 
29. It must pass out of that committee before it can be sent 
to the KnessetVs Defense Security Committee. MFA contacts 
told poloff March 30 that they are disappointed with the 

draft DECA\'s provisions for MFA involvement in the export 
license review process and intend to fight for a more 
prominent role for the MFA. END NOTE.) 


18. (C) Gross said that the new DECA will place authority for 
export controls in the hands of the MOD director general 

will delegate that authority to the director of a new Export 
Controls Division. The new division may be headed by the 
current Defense Export Controls director 

SIBAT will still have an advisory role on export license 
issuance along with the POL-MIL Bureau 

Committee 

Counterterrorism Committee (headed by MALMAB/DSDE) 
Committee 

authorities. The new division will coordinate with MOITAL. 
The MOD wants to launch the new Export Control Division by 
July 2007 

support for this before it can happen. The new division will 
be responsible for enforcement 

Ministry of Justice 

Adviser. MALMAB/DSDE will remain responsible for the 
protection of confidential information. 

19. (C) Gross said that the new DECA will require exporters 
to submit a \"Statement of Ultimate End-User\" in their 
application for an export license. This means that there 

will be three layers of requirements: (a) a statement by the 
exporter; (b) an end-user certificate; and (3) GOI 
assurances. These changes have already been adopted in the 
regulations and are in force and being used now. The DECA 
will also require brokers to obtain a license 

defense exporters to submit regular reports on their 
activities. 


20. (C) Regarding exports to PRC end-users 

the new law will require negotiating or marketing export 
licenses even if the end-user is civilian 

industry representatives have already been briefed on this. 
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21. (C) Gross said that the MOD wants the DECA to boost 
criminal penalties 

fines. She said she hopes to increase the fines through 
administrative penalties that would be applied outside the 
courts. At present 

violating company\'s export license. The MOD wants to 
introduce a penalty that would remove an exporter from a 
registry of approved exporters. Gross claimed that the 
Ministry of Justice has agreed that a USD 1 million penalty 
may be applied outside the court system. The Knesset will 
have to approve this before it can enter into force. Under 
Secretary McCormick noted that Commerce is now pushing for 
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increased penalties for violators of dual-use exports. 


22. (C) Gross said that MOITAL and the MOD agreed that the 
MOD will control dual-use items for military end-users for at 
least the first year after the dual-use legislation enters 

into force. She claimed that MOITAL believes that the MOD is 
more experienced with this 

enforcing Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) Category 1 
and 2 

requirements on Israeli exporters for some time. Gross said 
that the MOD decided a few days earlier that it should 
consider composing a list of \"reliable countries" to expedite 
the dual-use export license issuance process. The MOD is 
checking to see how other countries do this now. 


23. (S) Gross said that she believes that proposed exports to 
dual-use end-users in the PRC will be processed by the MOD 
because the PRC is special and handled according to the SOU. 
Proposed dual-use exports to end-users in other countries 

will be processed on a case-by-case basis by the MOD 

and MFA 

\"Deemed exports\" would also be covered in the new regulations. 


24. (C) Gross said that she believes the new dual-use 
legislation can be approved expeditiously 

readings in the Knesset. She explained that 

as an order 

sent to the governmental committee on legislation or undergo 
three full readings in the Knesset. Instead 

present the Dual-Use Export Control Order to the Knesset\'s 
Economics Committee for approval. Gross acknowledged that 
the committee could decide that it should be presented as 
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full legislation 

resubmitted. She noted 

commitment to Acting PM Olmert to get the legislation through 
the Knesset as quickly as possible. If this is accomplished 

it will allow the MOD and MOITAL to adopt the modified 
controlled items lists based on existing 

Gross admitted that this posed its own potential obstacles 
as adopting the remaining Wassenaar Arrangement controls 
would affect 400-550 civilian companies that will not be 
familiar with the new requirements. She said that the MOD 
will try to manage the process through outreach 

cautioned that it will take time for these companies to adapt 
to the new requirements. Gross noted that the MOD has 
already started discussing this change with the companies in 
its first outreach session. She said that once managers are 
on board 


25. (C) Gross admitted that the MOD is having some difficulty 
drawing up the Wassenaar Arrangement control lists. She said 
the new legislation will incorporate the same terminology and 
definitions used by the Wassenaar Arrangement. 


26. (C) Gross said the new legislation will establish a 
mechanism whereby the MOD 

export control cases. The MOD 

general -- and the Prime Minister if necessary -- will 

resolve disputes in the inter-ministerial process. Gross 

said that the MOD is still discussing this issue with the 

MFA 

export cases. She claimed that MOITAL is ready to cede the 
lead role to the MOD 

is prepared to deny an export license. 


27. (C) Gross said the following criteria would be reviewed 
in determining whether to award an export license: (a) the 
sensitivity of the export; (b) the end user; (ο) the 
destination country; and (d) other issues 

embargoes 

rights 

country\'s requirements. 


28. (S) Under Secretary McCormick thanked Gross and her team 
for their presentation on what he characterized as a very 
complex undertaking. He thanked the MOD for its initial 

work 

throughout the process 

places on export control issues and the complete 
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implementation ofthe SOU. 


29. (C) Gross asked Under Secretary McCormick to share what 
he could about the Dubai Ports World case and the Committee 
for Foreign Investment in the U.S. (CFIUS). She said that 
Israel recently introduced legislation to require an 
inter-ministerial review of proposed foreign investments and 
acquisitions 


30. (C) In response 

the division between defense exports and non-defense exports 
is increasingly blurry. U.S. defense industry is trying to 
diversify into the non-defense sector to hedge against future 
defense budget reductions 

technologies have military uses. The Commerce Department 
expects to continue to confront these issues as more capital 
crosses borders and more international acquisitions take 
place. 


31. (C) The Under Secretary described the mission of CFIUS 
and how it handles cases brought to its attention. He noted 
that normally 

explained that CIFIUS\'s role is being debated as some in the 
U.S. Congress are concerned that America\'s national security 
interests are not being fully represented. Under Secretary 
McCormick stressed that the USG wants to be open to foreign 
investment while ensuring first and foremost that its 

national security interests are protected 

members want to ensure that its reviews are non-political and 
comprehensive. 


32. (U) Under Secretary McCormick cleared on this cable. 
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Visit Embassy Tel Aviv\'s Classified Website: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/telaviv 


You can also access this site through the State DepartmentVs 
Classified SIPRNET website. 
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Sexual Exploitation of Children in Tunisia.\" (NOTE: This 
report includes official statistics from a 2001 GOT report on 
the state of children and unofficial analysis of child sexual 
exploitation and can be found at: 
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www.ecpatinternational.org/eng/Ecpat inter/ 
projects/monitoring/rabat/tunisia.pdf. END NOTE.) Checkir 
explained that Tunisian laws related to trafficking in 
persons (TIP) and child sexual exploitation are appropriate 
and adequate. However 

laws is sometime limited by overlapping responsibilities 
among GOT ministries 

sensitivities. 


2. (SBU) Belhadj said that many different GOT ministries and 
departments are involved in combating child sexual 
exploitation 

and investigating allegations; therefore sometimes 
coordination was an issue. Since children\'s issues were 
moved to the Ministry of Women\'s Affairs 

and Senior Citizens (MWAFCSC) 

lessened. However 

extent 

Therefore 

their report 


3. (SBU) When asked if GOT limitations in this area were due 
to resources or mentality 

The GOT has established a High Commission for the Protection 
of Children under the MWAFCSC 

each of Tunisia\'s governorates. However 

representatives often lack the staff and material resources 

to effectively investigate reported abuses 

vehicles to travel outside of major cities. Additionally 

abuse cases may spend years in the legal system 

complex and time-intensive nature of the Tunisian legal 
system. 


4. (SBU) Regarding medical care and counseling for victims 
Belhadj and Checkir noted that cultural stereotypes about 
mental health treatment make victims and their families 
reluctant to utilize such services. Also 

psychology is new in Tunisia and only ten doctors nationwide 
have appropriate expertise. They said that both citizens and 
the GOT consider psychological care or counseling to be a 
luxury 

focused on providing basic health care to all citizens. 


5. (U) Post has also requested a meeting with the Ministry of 
Women\'s Affairs 

obtain more detail on GOT efforts and any available 
statistical data. 

HUDSON 
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4. (S/NF) Hugo Moldiz 

well-known FARC and ELN-B contact 

unofficial advisory position in the Ministry of Government. 
Sensitive reporting indicates that he has been an important 
operator for Morales with the Cubans in Bolivia 
coordinating the Constituent Assembly agenda and security and 
intelligence issues. Press reports have also highlighted 
Moldiz\'s role in allegedly organizing local self-defense 
groups 

cocalero leader and may now be inspired by Venezuela\'s 
President Hugo Chavez. 


5. (C) Hector Arce is Morales\' personal attorney 

he has held for six years. Arce appears to be responsible 

for designing the legal means for Morales to bypass laws the 
President deems inconvenient or for devising legal arguments 
for harassing or attacking Morales\' political adversaries 

such as the lawsuit against former President\'s Eduardo 
Rodriguez 

Quiroga. 


6. (C) Morales relies on several Congressmen 
Senate President Santos Ramirez Valverde 
President Edmundo Novillo Aguilar 

member Gustavo Torrico Landa 
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Congressional leaders. Ramirez 

their career to Morales and may be abusing power much like 
their predecessors. In particular 

opportunist who one Embassy contact says would sell his 
mother to get what he wants 

allegations of graft 

A). 


7. (C) These advisers operate more as the PresidentVs back 
alley thugs than as independent legislators. For example 
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PODEMOS Congressmen have told poloff that their MAS 
counterparts have been digging up dirt from the past and 
blackmailing opposition Congressmen to back the MAS or face 
exposure through the press. (Comment: One Embassy contact 
has referred to the Congressmen as part of the Cochabamba 
boys\"--a reference to the group of associates that Morales 

led over the years in the Chapare that regularly intimidated 

and harassed cocaleros--although only Novillo technically 
represents Cochabamba. End comment.) Further blurring the 
line between the executive and legislative branches 

press reported in January that both Ramirez and Novillo moved 
into the presidential palace at MoralesV request 

Ramirez publicly denies that he lives there. 

GREENLEE 
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End Summary. 


2. Leading Turkish opinion makers continue to express dismay 
at the possible elimination of the VOA Turkish service. 

Murat Yetkin 

\"Radikal 

listening to the early-morning VOA broadcast on NTV radio. 
Yetkin says he values the \"Washington perspective\" of VOA 
much as he values the London perspective\" of the BBC. 
Deger Akal 

Association in Ankara 

listen to VOA \"every day without fail and use the VOA 
website as a source for news stories and to get an 

outsider\'s view of developments in Turkey and the region. 
When informed of the possibility that VOA could be cut 
expressed \"shock\" and said that the US would \"obviously be 
sending a message\" about the importance of relations with 
Turkey through such a move. 


3. Yuksel Yilmaz 

affiliate in Ankara 

its only source of news programming. Yilmaz especially 
highlighted VOA\'s \"Hello Washington\" program 
Wednesday 

central Anatolia to call in toll-free to talk to Americans 
(particularly Turkish Americans) about life in the United 
States and substantive issues important to Turkey. Yilmaz 
explained that more than 30 of his listeners take the 
trouble to call in each week 

significant following at the local level. 
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4. Batuhan Yasar 

station TGRT 

he has been getting increasingly positive feedback about 
\"The Journal 

stories. Yasar added that many viewers use the VOA webpage 
as a \"reference for reliable information.\" He said it would 
be \"wrong\" to eliminate the service 

nothing to help eliminate the prevailing anti-American 
sentiment in Turkey.\" Yasar noted that TGRT has been 
actively engaged in discussions with VOA Turkish Service 
about ways to improve and diversify the content of VOA 
telecasts. He lamented the fact that while the VOA Turkish 
Service faces cuts 

Kurdish and Arabic 

the VOA story in Turkey\'s leading daily \"Hurriyet.\" 


5. As noted in reftel 

increasing 

key countries and areas beyond Turkey\'s borders. While 
exact numbers are elusive 

reach at least 4 million Turks each week - 2.5 million on 
television 

insignificant in a country with a total newspaper 

circulation of just over 4 million. These numbers do not 
include visits to the VOA Turkish website 

quadrupled from 2003 to 2005. In addition to VOA affiliates 
in Turkey 

speaking radio listeners on stations in Kosovo 

and Kyrgyzstan. The VOA Turkish Service is also carried by 
Turkish Cypriot TV and radio stations in northern Cyprus. 


6. One rationale put forward to support the proposed cuts in 
the VOA Turkish Service is that Turkey already has a free 
media - VOA\'s job here is done. The problem is that 
Turkey\'s free media is notoriously unreliable. Turks 
understand this better than anyone 

out fact-based alternatives like VOA and the BBC. The 
elimination of the VOA Turkish Service would be seen here as 
a lack of commitment by the United States to address anti- 
Americanism in Turkey. It would also be interpreted by 
Turkey\'s active community of conspiracy theorists as part of 
a US \"plan\" to favor the interests of Kurds over Turks at a 
time of growing unrest in Turkey\'s predominantly Kurdish 
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southeast. Such an outcome would be extremely unfortunate 
at a time when our bilateral relationship is in a fragile 

state of recovery following a series of shocks related to 
neighboring Iraq. 


7. VOA is also very useful in giving prominence to areas of 
convergence between Turkish and US policy 

countering the relentless negativity in the commercial 

media. The Prime Minister\'s visit to Darfur this week to 
deliver humanitarian assistance 

the Turkish media 

reporting could highlight a positive development and 
encourage additional steps. Similarly 

important MFA statement of support for the UNSC decision on 
Iran was generally ignored in the Turkish press. VOA would 
have undoubtedly given the story the prominence it deserved 
thereby encouraging the GOT to continue to support the 
international consensus on Iran. 


8. The US stake in a productive and stable relationship with 
Turkey is enormous - from continued cooperation in 
Afghanistan to help in stabilizing Iraq to adding a Muslim 

voice to the international consensus on Iran. The future 
development of our strongest and most democratic Muslim ally 
is key to the US effort to achieve democratization in the 
Broader Middle East. A Turkey that is firmly and finally 
anchored in the West is critical to the United States and 

the wider Western world. 


9. Public outreach is one of the most important activities 

of this Mission 

spend a great deal of time and resources in our effort to 
increase media standards and try to bring a more balanced 
picture of the United States and US values to a skeptical 
audience. Our job isn\'t easy 

drowned out by the shouting and sensationalism in the 
Turkish media. The VOA Turkish Service is an important 
factor in balancing the scales and setting a higher 
standard. We believe there are opportunities to expand the 
VOA audience in Turkey 

and regional media markets with limited access to quality 
news programming. Given what is at stake 

extremely shortsighted to nip those opportunities in the 
bud. End Comment. 


McEldowney 
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and other government workers left the rebel zone by the 
thousands. Roughly half of the teachers in the north 
returned south and were placed in other schools or continued 
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to collect their salaries without working. About 6000 
teachers stayed in the rebel zone as volunteers 

best they could or being paid as little as ten dollars a 

month from villagers or from relatives in the south. Some of 
the teachers who remained did so out of sympathy with the 
cause ofthe rebels. Others had no ties to the south and 
preferred to remain where they came from. 


4. (U) In the Ivoirian system 

three points in their education in order to graduate from 
secondary school. The first is after seven years of primary 
school 

Secondary school also lasts seven years but is divided into 
two cycles. Students must pass a second exam in order to 
advance up from the first cycle to the second cycle. 

Finally 

third exam 

normally held at the end of the school year in June-July. 


5. (SBU) All through 2003 

Michel 

party 

north 

system. In February 2004 

international community 

finally allowed exams to be held for the 2002-2003 school 
year. However 

until now he refused to allow the exams for 2003-2004 or 
2004-2005 to be held. Amani cited security concerns and an 
insufficient number of teachers to administer the exams 

he insisted that the exams could not be held as long as the 
rebels remained in control of the north. 


6. (SBU) With the designation of Prime Minister Banny in 
October 2005 

politicized. NYGuessan remained as Minister of Education 
but Banny made the resumption of exams in the north one of 
his first tasks 

Finally 

the rebel-controlled zone for the 2003-2004 and 2004-2005 
school year. 


7. (SBU) The process was not without problems. NYGuessan 
came up with a list of 171 teachers to travel north and 
administer the exams. Citing fears that there would be 
cheating 

working with the students in the north to administer the 

exams to them. The civil servant teachers were offered about 
160 USD to cover the costs of transportation 

lodging for the roughly two weeks of time they would spend in 
the north. In the end 
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showed up to administer the exams for the over 90 

students present. The UN Operation in Cote d\'Ivoire (ONUCI) 
UNICEF 

the Education Ministry administer the exams and to assure 
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their credibility. 


8. (SBU) There was another controversy over the grading of 
the exams. Again fearing cheating 

the exams to be brought back to Abidjan to be graded. The FN 
objected strongly and in the end 

created in their zone 


9. (SBU) Meanwhile back in Abidjan 

that the exams would be held 

loudly that exams should not be allowed until the FN 
disarmed. Pro-FPI newspapers ran stories 

substantiated 

in the NF zone. The pro-FPI Student Federation of Cote 
d\Ivoire (FESCI) threatened to block the return of any more 
teachers to the rebel zone 

forced scattered strikes in Abidjan schools. However 

the exams were held 


10. (C) COMMENT: This was another big success for Banny 
once again delivering on an issue important to people\'s daily 
lives. It was also a victory for the FN 

relented on his insistence that they disarm before the exams 
could be held 

peacefully. Ultimately 

country 

reunification. END COMMENT. 

Hooks 
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Hanning noted the Interior Ministry\'s ban on E. Xani 
Publishing (publisher of Ozgur Politika 

Ministry said was tied to the PKK when the MOI moved to ban 
it in late 2005; refs E and F). Hanning regretted the German 
court\'s decision to block the ban 
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remains under close surveillance by German authorities and 
that the investigation continues. \"We are watching money 
collection and transfer 

the PKK raised money -- sometimes forcibly -- in Germany and 
moved it to Turkey. Interior Ministry staff told emboffs the 
German government is still deliberating whether and how to 
reinstate the ban by redrafting the law. 


Turkish Embassy 


4. (Ο) EMIN met with Turkish DCM Adnan Basaga March 16 (ref 
G) on the issue and the need to coordinate approaches to the 
Germans. Basaga 

Germany 

Turkish Consulate in Germany during a period of PKK attacks 
on Turkish missions. He recounted coming to work after the 
PKK had attacked and burned his office. Basaga said Germany 
at the time had cited the PKKYs social and political goals 

and had remained ambivalent until the early 1990s 

PKK attacked German law enforcement personnel. In 1994 came 
the German ban on the PKK. Basaga blamed the PKK for \"the 
majority of drug smuggling and sales in Germany" (NOTE: DEA 
at post cannot confirm the allegation 

nationals 

in heroin imports into Germany 

of other countries. End Note.) Basaga also stated the PKK 

is engaged in extortion and other fundraising among the 2.5 
million Turks and other individuals in Germany. He estimates 
the PKK raises 40 million Euros a year here and said the 
organization\'s \"brains\" are in Germany. Reiterating some of 
the points Counselor Kemal Tuzun made previously (para 6 
below; ref B) Basaga said the PKK also recruits fighters and 
trains them in northern Iraq. Basaga provided EMIN with a 
copy of Ozgur Politika 


Kurdish 

inflammatory 

for Kurds to participate in a March 18 demonstration in 
Frankfurt. Basaga showed his frustration when he claimed 
Kurdish demonstrators in Germany openly wear T-shirts and 
carry signs featuring the PKK flag and imprisoned leader 
Ocalan 

not let demonstrators wear Usama Bin Laden T-shirts. 


5. (C) Basaga asked EMIN to wait before contacting German 
authorities; he said their instructions from Ankara are that 
\"they go first.\" EMIN replied the two Embassies should stay 
in close touch 

appointment with MFA Counterterrorism Commissioner Georg 
Witschel (para 7 below). EMIN agreed 
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talking further to the ΜΟΙ until the Turkish Embassy had a 
chance. We provided the Turks with the names of some key 
people they might meet 

Global Affairs Counselor as our working points of contact 
(NOTE: Basaga and Tuzun gave the impression they were not in 
regular contact with German CT officials; they were 

unfamiliar with names and titles. END NOTE). 


6. (C) On the subject of German legal assistance 

earlier meeting February 15 with Global Affairs Acting 
Counselor 

Turkish extradition requests. He admitted some requests had 
thin documentation 

documented. Tuzun said Turkey gave Germany a \"four page 
proposal\" on a German-Turkish exchange program for CT 
scholars 

problem. 


Foreign Ministry 


7. (5) EMIN met MFA Counterterrorism Commissioner Georg 
Witschel and a member of his staff March 20 to continue to 
press USG concerns. Witschel noted the size of the Turkish 
population and its dispersal in Germany. He said the German 
police had a surprising shortage of Turkish 

Kurdish 

watched carefully for possible violent acts 

youth and splinter groups. Germany sees demonstrations 
raising 

violence or killings. The PKK was still suffering in the 
aftermath of the Ocalan capture 

organizationally it was not as strong as it had been. That 
said 

recent violence in Turkey suggested. According to Witschel 
the PKK has a well-organized system of about 14 subgroups 
with a European 

military-style structure. Several thousand PKK members in 
Germany are involved in fund raising 

are in the leadership 

of PKK supporters in Germany 

and some forced. It would overwhelm German law enforcement 
to target all PKK supporters 

Witschel claimed French 

the same problem. Witschel referred to the September 2005 
arrest (ref E) of PKK leader Halil Dalkilic in Germany. EMIN 
provided Witschel with information about Sakine Cansiz. 


8. (S) Turning to international cooperation 
Germany and Turkey had an annual counterterrorism dialogue 
the next meeting of which is scheduled to take place in late 
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summer or early autumn in Ankara. Turkish extradition 
requests 

transcripts of newspapers articles. Witschel discussed 
possible ways the Germans might move the issue to the front 
burner in the EU 

international counterterrorism conference the Germans are 
planning in June 

Schengen countries. He also proposed law enforcement 
agencies from key countries -- e.g. 

Benelux -- meet to consider a better way forward. Witschel 
agreed to discuss these ideas with the Interior Ministry. 


9. (C) Witschel followed up the meeting with a call to EMIN 
March 24 reporting that he had looked into the situation 
regarding Sakine Cansiz with the Interior Ministry and others 
and found out that German authorities are concerned about her 
and regard her as dangerous. The Turkish government has 
requested her extradition from Germany and the Federal Office 
of Criminal Investigation (BKA) has a detention order on file 

for Cansiz dated November 2002. Witschel said German 
authorities continue to be on the look out for her 

provide no further information at this juncture. 


Turkish Embassy 


10. (C) Tuzun responded March 31 to emails and phone calls 
from Acting Global Affairs Counselor. He said he met with 
MFA Counterterrorism Acting Office Director Suzanne Welter 
March 29 and DCM Basaga met MOI Counterterrorism Gerhard 
Schindler on March 30 to convey \"talking points agreed to 
between Ankara and Washington." Tuzun outlined German 
responses (which were similar to those in para 7 and 8). 

Both ministries had also stressed German intentions to renew 
the ban on Ozgur Politika / E. Xani via a change to the law; 
but that the process of drafting the law and obtaining its 
approval would take time. (Note: Tuzun seemed somewhat 
surprised and encouraged by this news. End Note.) Tuzun 
also noted the German Justice Ministry March 28 sent the 
Turkish Embassy a one sentence rejection to the Turkish 
Justice Ministry\'s extradition requests for 26 PKK leaders 
resident in or located in Germany. Asked about the strength 
of the cases 

the opportunity to renew and refine the Turkish proposal for 
intensified bilateral dialogue between the Turkish and German 
Ministries of Justice; he awaits the German reply. 

TIMKEN JR 
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democracies are now united by opportunities that can lift our 
people 

the President declared at his historic March 3 speech in 
front of the Old Fort in New Delhi. The convivial relations 
and substantive dialogue between the President and Prime 
Minister Singh reinforced a transformed and energized 
strategic partnership that will help make the world a safer 
more stable place 

terrorism and promote democratic values worldwide. 


Heavy Focus on Substantive Achievements 


5. (SBU) President Bush\'s visit brought many 
accomplishments 

agreement to establish a US consulate in Hyderabad. On the 
economic front 

trade and investment 

number one bilateral (the EU is a bigger trade partner) trade 
and investment partner 

destination for US exports. Seeking to bolster global energy 
security 

range of international activities to develop cutting-edge 
environmentally friendly technology that could help meet the 
world\'s energy needs. As part of the energy initiative 

India released its civil nuclear separation plan 

make its entire civil nuclear program transparent for the 

first time. The two leaders also reaffirmed the importance 
of counter-terrorism cooperation and enhanced joint defense 
activities 

will help prevent transnational crimes like piracy and 
mitigate the effects of natural disasters. Pointing to the 

vast potential for collaboration between the countries 
President announced 

nations has the power to transform the world.\" 


Civil Nuclear Initiative 


6. (SBU) President Bush and Prime Minister Singh announced 
that they had reached an historic understanding on India\'s 
proposed separation of civil and military nuclear facilities 
and programs 

cooperation initiative that the two announced in July 2005. 
This initiative removes an important source of discord that 
constrained the US-Indian bilateral relationship for over 
thirty years and promises a profound transformation in the 
way the United States and India will partner to promote 
democracy 

globally. India\'s separation of its civil nuclear facilities 
and programs 
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safeguards and an Additional Protocol with the ΙΑΕΑ 
significant nonproliferation gains. This initiative will 
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also open up US-India trade and investment in nuclear energy 
for the first time in three decades 

India\'s energy needs in an environmentally friendly manner 
and reducing global competition for scarce hydrocarbons. As 
you know 

Joseph have briefed Congress about the proposal to amend 
legislation and the Administration will encourage partners in 
the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) to adjust guidelines 

will allow for full civil nuclear commerce with India. 


7. (SBU) We also continue our path finding cooperation in 

other areas of energy. The US-India Energy Dialogue was 
initiated by President George W. Bush and Indian Prime 

Minister Manmohan Singh in September 2004 and launched by US 
Secretary of Energy Samuel Bodman and India Deputy Chairman 


SIPDIS 

of Planning Commission Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia in May 
2005. The Energy Dialogue has five Working Groups -- 

Civilian Nuclear Energy; Oil and Gas; Coal; Power and Energy 
Efficiency; and New Technology and Renewable Energy -- each 
of which has held several meetings since the Bush-Singh 
summit in July 2005. The Dialogue aims at our mutual 

interests in promoting government and private sector 
cooperation to advance the security 

environmental-soundness of world energy supplies and in 
supporting India\'s sustainable economic growth through energy 
sector reforms and more efficient utilization and expanded 
production and consumption of energy resources. A few of the 
many activities include: the Civil Nuclear Energy workshop in 
Mumbai (Jan 9-13 

2005); a Power Efficiency Seminar (March 2006); a Bilateral 
exchange with the US New Energy Technology Laboratories 
(March 2006); and a Natural Gas and Coal Bed Methane Seminar 
(March 2006). 


The Economic Relationship 


8. (SBU) The US-India economic relationship 

narrow and circumspect 

a key driver of our overall bilateral relationship in the 

21st century. The United States is India\'s largest trading 
partner and its largest foreign investor. Two-way trade grew 
to about $27 billion last year 
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US exports surging 30 percent. Our publicly stated goal is 

to double bilateral trade in the next three years 

ambitious but not unrealistic target. The US-India economic 
partnership extends beyond trade and investment 

increasingly complex economic links being forged between our 
two countries are having a profound impact on our respective 
economic outlooks in the 21st century. American companies 
understand that abundant brainpower here is the natural 
resource necessary for the competitiveness of their firms. 
They also see India\'s market as one of growing importance. 
Two million Indian Americans and many millions of Indian who 
travel regularly to the US are helping weave the economies 
(and societies) together. 


9. (SBU) President Bush\'s March 1-3 visit raised the 

trajectory of the economic relationship to new heights. He 

and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh agreed on a wide range of 
initiatives on trade 

innovation and the knowledge economy 

economic component of the bilateral relationship will be a 

top priority for the two nations. They also convened a 

meeting of the CEO Forum 
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largest American and Indian companies 

what the two governments can do to further bolster trade and 
investment. The intense bilateral economic engagement with 
the Indians over the last two years has yielded a wide range 
of economic successes 

orders last year for Boeing airplanes and settlement of the 
thorny Enron-related Dabhol power project dispute. The top 
Indian economic priorities are ensuring reliable supplies of 
energy to sustain economic growth and spreading the benefits 
of this growth into rural India. For both these priorities 

the Indians realize that we are critical to their agenda. 

They need our support internationally and they want access to 
our technology to enhance energy security and to develop the 
agricultural sector. 


10. (SBU) The Indian economy continues to set a torrid pace 
with GDP growing at over 8 percent this year. An important 
economic advantage for India in the coming decades will be 
its young population 

this time. Another significant trend we detect is a palpable 
improvement in the Indian business community\'s confidence 
about its ability to compete in the international economy. 

Yet 

in the medium term unless it undertakes a second generation 
of some critical but politically difficult reforms -- cutting 
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subsidies 

building infrastructure and liberalizing the agricultural and 
financial sectors. Fortunately for India 

led by a group of economists who understand very well what 
needs to be done. Their room for maneuver is constrained 
however 

minefields created by their communists allies on the left 

the opposition on the right 

ruling parties. 


Domestic Politics 


11. (SBU) The opposition National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
consisting of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its 
regional party allies 

ideological disputes and a recent party split despite the 
selection of a new party president. As a result 

Progressive Alliance (UPA) coalition faces diminished 
pressure from the Hindu nationalist right wing. The UPA 
which consists of the Congress Party and its regional allies 
does not enjoy a ruling majority in Parliament 

for survival on the Communist-dominated Left Front (LF) 
coalition management is key to its survival. Although they 
do not belong to the UPA 

Communist and Leftist parties keeps it in power by providing 
the necessary support of its 62 MPs 

stature and significance out of any proportion to its true 

level of popular support. Their support 

more of a curse than a blessing for the UPA 

Leftists the de facto opposition as a result of the BUP\'s 
continuing disarray and lack of fresh ideas. Increasingly 
disenchanted with the UPA 

of their determination to form a new non-UPA government at 
the first opportunity 

Parliamentary majority in the next national election and rule 
without LF support. Although the UPA can call for a mid-term 
election at any time 

will serve ¡ts full five year term until 2009. 
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12. (SBU) Because of its ideological orientation 

opposed many UPA economic liberalization policies and what 
they consider the subordination of Indian foreign policy to 

the US. The LF denounced India\'s votes with the US on Iran\'s 
nuclear program 

India vote with Iran in future ΙΑΕΑ sessions or \"face the 
consequences. However 
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down the government over the issue 

principled opposition to Iran\'s nuclear program 
the LF objections to derail policy. 


The Domestic Impact of Growing US Ties 


19. (SBU) India\'s growing partnership with the US has 
created frictions inside and outside the ruling coalition. 
Several regional parties that either belong to the UPA 
coalition or support it have joined the LF to attack the 
government for staking too much on relations with the United 
States. Despite this opposition 

led by the PM himself have shown their determination to stay 
the course with the US. The PM has stoutly defended India\'s 
ties with the US and the nuclear deal on the floor of 
Parliament. Moreover 

complain that the Left\'s stance is unhelpful to India\'s 
strategic needs. 


14. (SBU) The UPA\'s trump card is that 

grumpiness of political parties 

enthusiastically support better ties with the US and enhanced 
Indian integration into the opportunities and risks of the 
global economy. Pew Trust polls over the last four years 
consistently show that more than 70% of Indians have a 
favorable impression of the US. Opposition by political 
parties to the UPA\'s foreign policies should be viewed 
through the prism of parochial opportunism 

out of principled ideological opposition. Even the Left 
parties 

that the Chief Ministers of the states they govern (West 
Bengal and Kerala) aggressively court US and other foreign 
investors and seek to reform economic conditions. 


A Challenging Political Season 


15. (SBU) The Congress-led United Progressive Alliance (UPA) 
government continues to weather assaults from its left and 
right 

Prime Minister\'s ability to advance his reform agenda. These 
have included recent attacks on Sonia Gandhi in Parliament 
for holding a \"position of profit\" as Chairperson of the 
National Advisory Commission (NAC) 

election in the large state of Bihar 

over its stance in the IAEA on Iran (fanned by the Denmark 
cartoon controversy and opportunistic politicians). After 
Natwar Singh resigned from the cabinet following accusations 
in the Oil for Food scandal 

further opposition assaults. Following this tumultuous 
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period 

from the BJP and other anti-Congress parties 

focus away from the UPA 

return to his intended course in foreign and domestic 

affairs. Sonia GandhiVs resignation from Parliament and as 
NAC chief effectively deflected the most recent Parliamentary 
attacks 
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presidency. However 

Left Front partners with opportunistic regional parties in a 
\"Left and Secular Alliance keeps the UPA from taking too 
many bold initiatives 

issues to state-level politics where the regional parties 

hold more sway. This matrix of impending political issues 
has energized the Left and right opposition and encouraged 
increasing criticism of Congress integrity as the party faces 
challenging elections in Kerala 

Assam and Pondicherry in 2006 and the possible early 
elections in Uttar Pradesh (India\'s largest state). 


Indo-Pak Relations Hinge on Terror Waged Against India 


16. (SBU) Indian citizens are very worried by what appears 

to be a trend toward more deadly terrorist attacks spreading 
beyond the traditionally troubled state of Jammu and Kashmir. 
These recent attacks include the October 29 Delhi bombings 
the December 28 shooting at the Indian Institute for Science 
in Bangalore 

in the Hindu holy city of Varanasi. Indian news media 
speculate that the attacks reflect a shift in tactics by 
Pakistan-based terror groups as they move away from terrorism 
within Kashmir and focus on traditional Hindu sites in an 
attempt to attract more media and international attention and 
provoke communal tensions 

centers of commerce that have given India the foundation for 
its economic growth. These worries are planting doubts in 
the minds of Indians about Pakistan\'s sincerity in claiming 

to want peace. 


17. (SBU) Nevertheless 

sustained policy of rapprochement toward Pakistan because the 
vast majority of Indians seek normalization and free trade 

and travel with their western neighbor. India\'s aid to 

Pakistan following the October 2005 earthquake reflects the 
PM\'s desire to try to keep moving ahead with Pakistan in 
several areas 

people-to-people ties. The bus service between Srinagar and 
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Muzaffarabad that began in April has been cited in the media 
and by contacts as the most visible example of the improving 
Indo-Pak relationship; other related positive moves are 
increasing cultural and sports exchanges 

additional bus routes between Indian and Pakistani Punjab and 
a new rail link between Rajasthan and Sindh 

March 24 offer of a Treaty of Peace 


Other Regional Issues 


18. (SBU) Under Prime Minister Singh\'s leadership 
Government of India has emerged as a responsible leader in 
the South Asia region 

joined as a full partner in international efforts to rebuild 
Afghanistan 

reconstruction 

infrastructure 

institutions 

leaders. As an alleged staging ground for terrorist attacks 
within India 

Indian government 

in importing natural gas from Burma. President Kalam\'s March 
10-13 trip to Burma 

and the Philippines 
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in which the PM Singh administration seeks to increase its 
influence in Southeast Asia 

presence in the region. Meanwhile 

sought warmer relations by engaging in a strategic dialogue 
and separating the contentious border issues from the surging 
economic links (bilateral trade has been growing at about 40% 
annually). India and China concluded on March 13 the latest 
round of talks aimed at settling their long-running border 
disputes. The Maoist insurgency in Nepal also causes alarm 
in New Delhi 

the scenes in the hope that continued agitation for 

democratic reform 

will pressure the monarchy to restore democratic government 
followed by peace talks with the Maoists. The Indian 
government has implemented a similar policy in Sri Lanka 
where it hopes that talks between the government and LTTE 
continue under the guidance of the Norwegian mediators. That 
India and the US increasingly share a common outlook on 
regional issues reflects the transformation of relations and 

the forging of a meaningful partnership. 


Iran 
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19. (SBU) IndiaVs large Muslim population and massive 
diaspora in the gulf region give it an important stake in the 
international face-off over Iran\'s WMD ambitions. The GOI 
also hopes to use its relationship to cultivate Iran as a 
source of energy 

importantly to Afghanistan 

deny India land-transit rights) 

Afghanistan. Past high-level exchanges and intensified 
cooperation in the energy sector illustrate that the GOI 
places value in this relationship. At the same time 

Indian opposition to Iran\'s acquisition of nuclear weapons 
has guided India\'s responsible votes with us in the IAEA 
despite causing turbulence in Delhi\'s relations with Tehran 
and uproar in Parliament from left and right opposition 
parties and even from some within Congress. New DelhiVs 
ability to influence the hard-line regime in Tehran is being 
tested 

President Ahmadinejad" vitriolic statements against Israel 
continue to boil and the GOI struggles with external and 
internal political pressure to avoid straining ties with 

Iran. The GOI characterized a recent port visit in Cochin by 
two Iranian naval vessels as a goodwill port call 

press reports that training had taken place. Advancing the 
civilian nuclear energy initiative helps to dilute Indias 

need for Iranian energy resources 

Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipeline continue to plod ahead. 


Military Ties Multiplying 


20. (SBU) Since lifting sanctions in September 2001 

and India have conducted a series of joint and 
service-to-service exercises of increasing scope and 
capability. The seventh and largest in a series of naval 
exercises 

Indian Coast 

countries deploying F/A-18 Super Hornets and Indian Sea 
Harriers in air combat tactics. The Maritime Security 
Framework endorsed by President Bush and Prime Minister Singh 
in March 2006 will ensure further collaboration between both 
countries\' navies 
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relief activities in the Indian Ocean. US and Indian Air 
Forces participated in Cope India 06 held at Kalaikunda Air 
Station in West Bengal 

between the US and Indian air forces to date. Exercise Yudh 


Column 3 

Abyas (\"Battle Practice\" in Hindi) 

exercise with the Indian Army to date 

2006 in the foothills of the Himalayas and focused on 
counter-insurgency tasks in semi-urban and semi-mountainous 
terrain. The success of the exercise highlights the 

importance of sustaining the growth of military-to-military 
relations. 


21. (SBU) Eager to purchase what it believes is superior 
technology and secure long-term military ties with the US 
the GOI has shown growing interest in acquiring defense items 
and building an arms relationship with the US. Among the 
larger potential arms sales on the horizon 

Force will soon purchase 126 multi-role combat aircraft to 
replace some of its aging Russian aircraft 

to offer both the F-16 and F/A-18 fighters to fill India\'s 
requirement. Bell Helicopter intends to compete the Model 
407 in response to an Indian Army requirement for the 
purchase of 60 light helicopters 

co-production contract for an additional 137 units. In 
addition 

TRENTON (LPD) as a V'hot transfer" in December 2006 
successful 

GOI. Meanwhile 

process of receiving twelve Firefinder Radars worth 
approximately $200 million. 


Conclusion - An Historic Opportunity for America 


22. (SBU) Senator Hagel 

will give you an excellent view of developing India/US ties 

from government officials and other well-placed commentators 
and analysts. In the wake of the Presidents historic visit 

it is in both countries common interest to work as partners 

to address the numerous pressing issues both in the region 
and around the world that lie ahead. While this is a 

delicate process 

that will grow in the years to come. You can expect your 
Indian interlocutors to ask for your position on the civil 

nuclear legislation introduced by Chairman Lugar and Chairman 
Hyde on March 16. Your visit can serve to encourage key 
audiences of the value of developing a natural strategic 
partnership with the United States 

we attach to receiving the advice and guidance of our 
legislative branch. We appreciate very much your taking the 
time to visit India and look forward to assuring an 

informative and productive visit. 


23. (U) Visit New Delhi\'s Classified Website: 
(http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/sa/newdelhi/) 
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the UK approach 

might engender. End Comment) 


5. (C) Due to the small size of the GOE 

inter-agency mechanisms put in place by the UK\'s approach 
is not practically relevant; but the PM\'s Office 

MOD were all on point in expressing the GOE\'s desire to 
carve out a larger role for civilians in Afghanistan. 

Since returning from Helmand 

period\" on the scale 

component for Afghanistan. There are plans under 
consideration to try to send a police advisor in the second 
half of 2006 and/or an MFA or MOD policy advisor. Both the 
MFA and MOD have requested any assistance the U.S. could 
provide in this endeavor. 


PREPARING FOR THE WORST 


6. (C) In its coverage of Estonian foreign military 
operations 

Iraq. There is a real concern within the GOE that the 
public is not aware of the real security challenges and 
danger the Helmand PRT presents. The general feeling is 
not if there will be casualties 

of such an eventuality 

working closely on an outreach strategy. The PM\'s office 
is also preparing a series of background briefings that 

will be released once Estonian troops begin to deploy. 


7. (C) Estonia already has a complicated history in regards 
to Afghanistan as 50 Estonians were killed there fighting 

in the Red Army during the Soviet invasion. Due to the 
sensitivities from this history 

was important to make clear to the Estonian public that the 
missions are completely different. While there are no 
concrete dates at the moment 

visits similar to the PM\'s September 2005 visit to Baghdad. 
During that visit 

belief in the mission and explain their work. The MFA is 
fairly confident that the press coverage from any visit to 
Helmand will be equally positive. 


A DESIRE FOR MORE RECOGNITION 


Column 3 


8. (C) In light of its resources 

above its weight in the GWOT; however 

is that recognition for its contributions has not been 
commensurate. Soone said that Estonia\'s contribution in 
Afghanistan will be equal in number to that of Lithuania 
but fears that because it is not leading the PRT its role 
will not be seen as significant. 

WOS 
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institutions. He said President Hugo Chavez was transforming 
Venezuela into a replica of Cuba but with a facade of 
democratic rule. Rosales decried the traditional opposition 
noting that the days of the Coordinadora Democratica 

its broad umbrella for Chavez opponents 

the only reason that he has been able to make progress in his 
own state is due to the incompetence 

corruption of the Chavez administration. He lamented 
however 

who brings the full power of the state to bear in the 

political fight (\"like fighting a missile with a slingshot\"). 


3. (C) Rosales said he was in town to meet with other 
presidential contenders Julio Borges and Teodoro Petkoff. He 
said he hoped to come to some arrangement whereby a single 
opponent from among them is selected to face Chavez in 
December. He hoped the decision on a unified candidate could 
be made in the June-July time frame. Rosales said the 
conditions at the National Electoral Council (CNE) were poor 
for transparency but added that some opposition groups are 
demanding too much from the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
(BRV). He said just a few basic conditions would be 
necessary: no fingerprint machines 

registries 

against the Smartmatic automated system. The opposition 
should not set too many conditions. 


4. (C) Faced with such an uphill fight 
kind of support the USG would be willing to give. The 
Ambassador half-joked that 


Column 3 
other two opposition pre-candidates 
was perhaps the perfect gift. He added that the USG would 
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continue to support the electoral NGOs Sumate and Ojo 
Electoral 

a willingness to channel the Embassy\'s assistance to social 
projects toward areas that might indirectly be of use to 
opposition candidates. The Ambassador raised the possibility 
of USG help in encouraging an electoral observation mission 
if the opposition believed it were useful. Rosales said he 
thought international observers would be important. He 
added 

in raising awareness internationally about Chavez attacks on 
institutional democracy. 


5. (C) Rosales pitched the idea of the three candidates 
making a swing through Europe 

America to speak to governments and interested actors about 
Venezuela. He thought April or May would be an appropriate 
time frame 

name the new CNE board by April 27 and that the three 
candidates would still be jostling for the opposition 
nomination. Rosales suggested using Sumate to arrange the 
visit 

as an apolitical organization. The Ambassador 

clear that the USG did not favor any particular opposition 
candidate 

agree on a liaison to maintain contact with the Embassy on 
developing these ideas. Rosales 

with Petkoff 


6. (C) Regarding Zulia matters 

in favor of the USG re-opening a permanent diplomatic 
presence in Maracaibo. Ambassador said he hoped this would 
take place as early as July 

given that the Venezuelan Government would have to give 
permission for the office. Polled by the Ambassador about 
prominent Zulians 

(and former governor of Zulia) Francisco Arias Cardenas was a 
sly operator 

the opposition after losing to Chavez in 2000. Rosales 
described the New York assignment as a type of exile to keep 
Cardenas from scheming against Chavez from inside Venezuela. 
Regarding Ubaldo Santana 
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president of the Bishop\'s Conference (CEV) 

Santana had been playing cool to opposition politicians 
(Comment: and to the U.S. Ambassador as well) 

would likely change now that Cardinal Jorge Urosa has been 
installed in Caracas. Santana 

surf the waves of public opinion 

senior slot in Caracas but may now be more approachable now 
that Urosa is in place. 


7. (C) Rosales is a middle-of-the-road candidate who is by 
far the most willing to interact with USG officials. The 

idea of the three candidates going on an international 
roadshow to call attention to Venezuelan democracy is 
intriguing. We question 

candidates 

politically 

hesitate to suggest a trip to Washington 

the OAS early to talk to SecGen Insulza about the elections 
might be useful. 


BROWNFIELD 
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were lifelong friends 

the small town of Elgoibar in the Basque heartland of 
Guipuzcoa. From 2000 to 2004 

figures were intermittent and informal. 


4. Beginning in the fall of 2004 

Batasuna leaders intensified and they began to meet regularly 
in the small village of Txillarre. Batasuna 

barred from political activity under the Law of Political 

Parties 

2005 Basque Regional elections through the presentation of a 
list of candidates with no criminal records. Eguiguren 
evidently suggested this might be possible and inquired about 
the possibility of an ETA cease fire announcement. 


5. While discussions on a cease fire did not progress 
Batasuna was eventually able to field candidates through the 
obscure \"Communist Party of the Basque Lands 
government declined to bar EHAK\'s participation in the April 
elections despite Civil Guard reports indicating that EHAK 
was the political heir to Batasuna. Both the PSE and EHAK 
scored major gains in the April vote 

PP and the moderate Basque Nationalist Party (PNV). 


Column 3 
//CONVERSATIONS EXPAND// 


6. Following the Basque Regional elections 

government evidently decided to broaden its discussions with 
Batasuna. On June 21 

government intermediaries attended a meeting with Batasuna 
leader Otegi in the French town of Saint Jean de Pied de 
Port. Also present as facilitators were retired French 
Cardinal Roger Etxegaray and another French priest. The 
conversation on that date moved to specific issues 

the treatment of ETA prisoners and considerations for victims 
of ETA terrorism. 


7. When reports of this and other meetings appeared in the 
Spanish press 

Perez Rubalcaba denied that any conversations with ETA were 
underway. But Batasuna spokesman Joseba Permarch clarified 
that while there were no \"official\" contacts 
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contacts had taken place. There were also separate reports 
of another set of contacts between ETA representatives and 
members of the Spanish security services. Zapatero\'s Chief 
of Staff 

figure overseeing these contacts (regarding which there is 
almost no additional information). 


8. Meanwhile 

of the Basque Region. Spanish daily VEI Pais" reports that 
meetings between unnamed Spanish government representatives 
took place during the summer and fall of 2005 in Oslo 

and in Geneva 

meetings in Geneva that the ETA representatives indicated 

that the organization was prepared to declare a V'permanent 
cease fire. V" 


//CEASE FIRE PLAN COMES TOGETHER// 


9. On November 16 

reportedly held a critical meeting in Txillare to review 
details of a possible cease fire. Rumors began circulating 
almost immediately that an ETA truce was imminent 
reports that 

Batasuna would be permitted to run in the 2007 Basque 
municipal elections under a different organizational name in 
exchange for agreement by ETA to accept delaying a 
controversial political agreement until after the 2008 
general elections. As a gesture of goodwill 

would relocate ETA prisoners to the Basque Region to allow 
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them to be near their families. NOTE: In a March 26 
interview with ΕΙ Pais 

would accept both the political participation of a renamed 
Batasuna and the relocation of ETA prisoners to the Basque 
Region. END NOTE. 


10. Also in November 

during which an ETA representative reconfirmed to a Spanish 
government intermediary ETA\'s readiness to declare a cease 
fire 

issued. In early March 

began to pick up pace 

22 that ETA would release a statement that day. 


/ΛΝΗΟ ARE ΤΗΕ MEDIATORS?// 


11. While it is clear that Batasuna and Basque Socialist 
representatives played leading roles 

the other facilitators may have been. Three names routinely 
put forward by observers are: 


- Retired French Cardinal Roger Etxegaray 

as a mediator in Kosovo 

Iraq. Etxegaray is close to Bishop Uriarte of San Sebastian 
who is himself related to a noted ETA lawyer. 


- Basque priest Joseba Segura. Segura is a close associate 
of Bishop Uriarte and reportedly has a close relationship 
with radical Basque labor leader Rafael Usabiaga. 


- Irish priests Alec Reid and Harold Good. Alec Reid 
has traveled to the Basque Region 

regard by radical Basque nationalists for his role in the 
Northern Ireland peace process. Sinn Fein figures Gerry 
Kelly and Alex Maskey 

ETA peace process 

\"spiritual guidance\" during ETA discussions. 


NOTE: While Basque nationalists have a historically close 
relationship to the Basque Catholic Church 

Catholic Church is divided on the issue. Bishop Blazquez of 
Bilbao (currently President of the Spanish Episcopal 
Conference) praised the cease fire declaration 

Secretary General of the Episcopal Conference called the ETA 


SIPDIS 

statement \"insufficient.\" This split reflects a broader 
divergence between Spanish Catholics loyal to Madrid\'s 
central authority and Basque Catholics 

supported Basque nationalist sentiment. END NOTE. 


Column 3 
//COMMENT// 


12. As noted above 

ETA-government discussions have not discussed their roles 
and it is unlikely that they will do so in the near future. 

The facts are further obscured by a proliferation of reports 
indicating high-level participation in the peace talks 
including reports of participation by Prime Minister Tony 
Blair 

likely that there were several sets of discussions underway 
at the same time 

will between the parties. The difficult negotiations have 
yet to come 

resolution to the conflict and the Spanish government and 
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political parties debate how far to go in accomodating 
radical Basque nationalist interests. 
AGUIRRE 
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Vthen to welcome Croatia 

NATO together as new members -- this would be a dream 
come true.V The Senator was critical of how the ICTY had 
handled the Milosevic case by allowing it to drag on for 
four years -- but argued that the Milosevic death was an 
opportunity 

free up integration into the EU and NATO and to end the 
need for U.S. certification on cooperation with the ICTY. 


3. (SBU) PM Kostunica said he shared the Senator\'s 
frustration. The Mladic issue overshadowed everything 
and his turnover was long overdue. He downplayed any 
comparison with the Gotovina case in Croatia 

there was no support for Mladic coming from his 
government or from the military; the government had 
enlisted all of its resources in the search. The climate 
had changed in Serbia 

full agreement that no one man should hold the country 
hostage. Kostunica lamented the ICTYVs recent decision 
to allow Kosovar ICTY-indictee Haradinaj to engage in 
politics and Ceku\'s election as the new Prime Minister 
notwithstanding an existing arrest warrant against him. 
This double standard confused the Serb public 
Kostunica 

not a problem of political will but rather a technical 
operational challenge. 


4. (SBU) Defense Minister Stankovic noted his own 
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progress in eliminating the vestiges of a support network 
for Mladic that had existed in the Ministry of Defense in 

the past and committed to doing more. Foreign Minister 
Draskovic pressed Senator Voinovich to consider easing up 
on Mladic conditionality so that Serbia could enter 
Partnership for Peace. It was more important then ever 

to support Serbia\'s democrats 

on European integration was sorely needed for a 

population that was frustrated about its future. 


5. (SBU) Voinovich pressed equally hard on Kosovo 
challenging both Tadic and Kostunica to identify the 
tangible benefits of keeping it as part of Serbia. 
Demographics and economic realities would continue to 
discourage Serbs from staying or returning to Kosovo. 
Why not focus instead on ensuring a strong and objective 
mechanism for verifying implementation of provisions on 
decentralization 

patrimonial sites? Voinovich urged Tadic and his advisor 
Leon Kojen 

insist on the toughest standard of verification in the 

final settlement. \"The Albanians have not delivered so 
many times -- | certainly would not sign anything until | 
saw tangible proof that they are ready to live up to 

their commitments.\" 


6. (SBU) PM Kostunica complained about the double 
standard the IC was applying on Kosovo. The pressing 
issue was one of human rights and religious freedom but 
there was also an important political principle related 

to how countries in Europe addressed problems of minority 
rights. There were countless examples in Europe of 
problems like Kosovo -- Catalonia 

name a few -- but only Serbia was being pressured to 
change its borders. The standard in Europe was to 
address minority problems in-country. Yes 

blood on his hands but there were others in Europe\'s very 
long history who also had blood on their hands. Yes 
Kosovars were forced to flee in 1999 but 

who fled after the bombing 

returned. Why treat Serbia differently? Why abandon the 
European principle? Why not seek a solution that would 
reinforce multi-ethnic outcomes? 


7. (SBU) Tadic also questioned the logic of creating 


new microstates and undermining existing multi-ethnic 
ones. As to the benefits from Kosovo 

would be more appropriate to consider what the costs for 
Serbia would be if Kosovo became independent. Rising 
nationalism 
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Radicals and Socialists 

economic transition. Kojen said concerns about 
implementation were exactly why Belgrade was moving 
carefully on decentralization issues 

light of the unbelievable assurances from the Kosovo side 
that decentralization and minority rights could only come 
after independence. Tadic observed that he would 
continue to look for ways to strengthen the democratic 
block 

(SPS) as the out-of-coalition supporter of the current 
government. 


8. (SBU) Voinovich raised the pending bilateral defense 
agreements 

approval (earlier in the day) of the weapons of mass 
destruction (WMD) agreement. Voinovich recalled OhioYs 
active cooperation with Hungary under the State 
Partnership Program and expressed hope that the same 
could be done with Serbia 

Agreement (SOFA) was signed. 


9. (SBU) Voinovich pressed similar themes in an 
interview with Radio Television Serbia 

efforts to promote SerbiaWs democratic transition and 
expressing his hope that the Mladic issue be quickly 
resolved to allow Serbia\'s rapid integration into Euro- 
Atlantic structures. 


POLT 
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business paper of record) reports that the Ministry of 
Agriculture will begin issuing control certificates for rice 
imports on April 1. Upon hearing about the decision 
domestic producers sharply criticized the GOT for this 
decision. In response to U.S. questions about how this 
decision would be disseminated to the public 

the Ag Ministry chose to do so in the press. End summary. 


2. (SBU) In line with a March 27 letter presented by Minister 
of Foreign Trade 

Portman (reftel) 

\"Referans 

Agriculture will begin issuing control certificates for 

imported rice on April 1. According to the report 

domestic rice production (approximately 380 

satisfy its yearly domestic rice consumption of approximately 
580 

to increase domestic rice production by 10% and stop imports. 
However 

main rice producing region) 


Column 3 
imports by increasing domestic production failed. 


3. (SBU) Referans notes that this policy prompted the U.S. to 
initiate a case before the WTO\'s Dispute Settlement Body 
(DSB). It contends that Turkish officials decided to lift 
barriers to rice imports earlier than expected because 
domestic production was not sufficient and could result in 
price speculation. 


4. (SBU) According to Referans 

informed domestic producers about this decision. It states 
that upon hearing about the decision 

sharply criticized the GOT 

suffer a loss this year when the Turkish Grain Board is 
required to purchase the domestically produced rice. 
Domestic producers also estimate that 

floods in Edirne 

tons 

(USD 11 

President 

will face heavy criticism from its local rice producers over 
its recent letter to USTR agreeing to lift the tariff quotas 
on rice. 


5. (SBU) Comment: Because the GOT\'s decision to end the 
issuance of control certificates was not official 

never published in the official gazette. Therefore 

decision to begin issuing the control certificates again 

cannot be published in the official gazette. In response to 

this we questioned how this decision would be disseminated to 
the public. In response to these concerns 

Ministry of Agriculture chose to do so through the press. 

End comment. 


Visit Ankara\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/ankara/ 
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because of concerns that the Ukrainians would stop the 
shipment if given advance notice. The MFA discussed whether 
to inform the GOU after the fact 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Tarasyuk\'s visit to Bratislava 

earlier this month. However 

Ukrainian elections 

to \"wait and see\" who would become FM in a new Ukrainian 
government. 


SMK WOULD JOIN SMER IN COALITION; IFFY ON HZDS 
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3. (C) Berenyi also told us that on the domestic political 
scene 

corner waiting to be asked to dance" when it comes to Slovak 
politics -- would not refuse an offer to join a coalition 

with parties other than the Communist Party (KSS) 

nationalist party SNS 

SMK Chairman Bela Bugar\'s recent comments that Smer policies 
\"would ruin the country 

simply \"political rhetoric\" and that SMK would join a 

Smer-led coalition if Fico had enough votes. Personally 
however 

votes than the polls indicate 

SMk\'s willingness to join Smer is tempered by the close 
personal relationship between Bugar and Dzurinda 

very obvious to Ambassador on the PM\'s visit to Washington 
earlier this month -- particularly during the high profile 
gift-giving moment Dzurinda allowed Bugar to have in the oval 
office. END COMMENT. 


MINISTER OF CULTURE GETS THE BOOT 


4. (U) Minister of Culture Frantisek Toth 

member who has recently founded a new political party \"Hope 
was recalled by the President at the request of Prime 
Minister Dzurinda. Toth sent \"thank you letters" to all of 
Slovakia\'s teachers at a cost of SKK 700 

23 

funds for an election campaign. Toth had been embattled in 
recent months because of his efforts to sell a historic 
theater building 

official opening. Toth narrowly escaped a recall vote in 
parliament on February 24. Toth will be replaced by former 
Minister Rudolf Chmel until elections. 


IRAQI CIVIL SOCIETY LEADERS LEARN GOOD GOVERNANCE 


5. (SBU) The most recent group of Iraqi civil society 
leaders to visit Bratislava for two weeks of training 
sponsored by the International Republican Institute (1Η!) and 
Slovakia\'s Pontis Foundation visited parliament 

in training with NGOs and watchdog groups. The Iraqis told 
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us that they consider the Slovaks to be credible role models 
with valid and valuable lessons to share 


Column 3 
Slovakia\'s own transition from an autocratic state to a 
viable democracy with a thriving civil society. 


6. (C) The Iraqis were committed to their work building 

Iraqi society 

events back home. According to one Slovak trainer 

group of Iraqi visitors was \"more pessimistic\" than previous 
groups. At a reception hosted by the Ambassador March 20 
the civil society leaders said that things on the ground in 
Baghdad are worse than portrayed in the media. They told us 
that increasing crime and sectarian violence have driven many 
of them to dismiss their employees early so they can travel 
home before dark. 


BURMESE PM IN EXILE VISITS BRATISLAVA 


7. (SBU) Burmese Prime Minister in Exile Sein Win and 
representative for UN Affairs Thang Htun visited Bratislava 
March 22-23 to consult with MFA State Secretary (Deputy 
Foreign Minister) Magda Vasaryova regarding possible UNSC 
action against the military government in Burma. Win said 
that the Burmese government in exile is traveling to all UNSC 
capitals in an effort to secure the 9 votes needed to bring 

the issue before the Council as a \"threat to international 
peace and security. When asked about Chinas relationship 
with the current regime 

leaders that China has sent signals that it is concerned 
simply with regional stability 

up\" for the current regime. In fact 

has been speaking \"roughly\" behind closed doors with the 
current regime in Rangoon. 


LOCAL ΒΑΗΑΝΙ COMMUNITY PRESSES GOS FOR ACTION IN IRAN 


8. (C) Local Baha\'i leaders are planning to approach the 
GOS to thank the government for its previous support of 
Baha\'i issues in the UN 

possibly shore-up support against -- the increase in hostile 
activity by the Ahmadinejad regime against the religion 
which claims 300 

distributing statements from the UN Special Rapporteur for 
Freedom of Religion or Belief regarding Iran\'s clandestine 
campaign to secretly register and monitor all Baha\'i within 
its border 

genocide. Bahali officials will be asking European capitals 
to consider diplomatic action to protect Iranian Bahavi. 
VALLEE 
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prosper in the KRG - the parties will insult or impose on you 
until you join. We do not need a master and stick over us 
want a brother." Surchi said he had no particular loyalty to 
either the KDP or PUK 

choose. 


4. (C) Surchi said that despite public support for merging the 

two regional governments 

power due to U.S. pressure. He doubted the KDP and PUK 
administrations would actually unite 

were incapable of working together. Surchi added 

the merger was a positive step because it held back influential 
personalities such as the PUKYs Kosrat Rasul or KRG PM Nechirvan 
Barzani from becoming tyrants over the KRG. He said that most 
inter-party conflicts occurred at the lower levels. 


KDP and PUK Corruption Increasing 


5. (C) Shaykh Surchi complained that corruption had increased 

in northern Iraq since Operation Iraqi Freedom. He said the KDP 
and PUK had misappropriated funds allocated to fight terrorism 

and that no mechanism was in place to counter those abuses. KDP 
and PUK leaders! - and their cronies\' - priority access to fuel 
facilitated the region\'s robust black market. Surchi described 

the KDP in particular as Vlike a god." He argued that while the 
PUK was as nepotistic as the KDP 

willing to listen to the people. 


KDP and PUK Financing the KIU 


6. (C) Shaykh Surchi believed that the Kurdistan Islamic Union 
(KIU) remained influential in the region because it was playing 
by the KDP and PUK\'s rules. Both parties supported the KIU 
financially. Surchi said his tribe did not support Islamic 

parties. He claimed the KIU was better than \"the other 
fanatics\" and was a solid party 

what it might do in the future. People joined the KIU in 
response to injustices 

ideology. 


Supporting Permanent U.S. Bases in Northern Iraq 


7. (C) Shaykh Surchi supported permanent U.S. military bases 

in northern Iraq 

external and internal risks would result. Externally 

Turkey had been enemies to the Kurds and were concerned about 
the U.S. presence in northern Iraq. Surchi reminded ΙΡΑΟΝς that 
Turkey 
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to undermine a democratic Iraq. He estimated that 95 to 97 
percent of Iraqi Kurds viewed the Coalition as liberators. He 

said he was confident in this estimate because no Americans had 
been killed in Kurdistan. 
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8. (C) Surchi said that he and his tribe were partners with 

the United States. WYour existence here is our existence." He 
said that although the two Kurdish political parties prevented 
democracy from flourishing in northern Iraq 

stabilize the situation. The Surchi tribe\'s main concern was 
political 

electricity and fuel should be available to everyone. 


9. (SBU) Surchi suggested that U.S. officials meet with the 
Kurdish public 

happening on the ground. \"We only see the Coalition on 
television and never have the opportunity to actually speak with 
Americans. We want the U.S. to build structures like hospitals 
in the KRG. We are willing to work with you." 


Reconciling with the Barzanis 


10. (SBU) Historically 

two branches 

Kurdish civil war in the mid 1990s 

not Shaykh Mazhar Surchi\'s branch - fought against the Barzanis. 
The KDP in 1996 attacked the Arbil branch of the Surchi tribe 
killing its leader 

Umar and top tribal leaders fled to As Sulaymaniyah and joined 
the PUK. Umar returned to Arbil following Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and reconciled with the KDP. As a result 

returned to Umar his confiscated shops and allowed him to 
establish the Conservative Party. Husayn\'s second son 
Surchi 

Transportation in the PUK regional government. The KDP 
compensated Husayn\'s third son 

house for his father\'s death. 


Tribal History 


11. (SBU) The Surchi tribe includes over 90 villages 

primarily in three Arbil districts - Aqri 

Rawandas - as well as Mosul. Tribal members also live in Iran 
but are somewhat disconnected to the Iraqi Surchis. The tribe 
includes both Muslims and Christians and claims to support 


Column 3 
religious equality. 


12. (SBU) No single individual has led the Surchi tribe since 
Husayn\'s death. Tribal power since has decentralized to large 
families. Shaykh Surchi heads one of the large families. He 
attributed two things to the decline in tribal unity: first 
Saddam\'s moves to destroy the tribes and their territory by 
forcing tribes to co-mingle in collected locations; and second 
party politics. 


13. (SBU) During the Kurdish civil war 

maintain tribal relationships beyond Iraq; they aligned with 

the KDP because of geography. The tribe shares close relations 
with the Zebari 

depends on agriculture and animal husbandry 

with Turkey. 


Surchi Women 


14. (SBU) Women do not hold positions of influence in the 

Surchi tribe. Some Surchi females are members of the KDP 
women\'s organization. The few Surchi women who attend college 
are free to study anything 


Comment 


15. (C) Shaykh Surchi and other tribal shaykhs with whom we 
have met clearly lack confidence that the KDP and PUK 
leaderships can work together in a unified regional government. 
Surchi 

maintain a U.S. presence in northern Iraq as a stabilizing 
influence on both the political parties as well as lraq\'s 
neighbors. He is yet another social leader fed up with the KDP 
and PUKVs domination of all facets of life in northern Iraq. 
ORESTE 
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Edwards also felt the possibility of militia violence 

spreading into Akwa Ibom \"had been a wake-up call" for local 
communities 

battleground like some in Delta State. 


EM\'s Message to the GON: 
You Can\'t Afford a Broader Front in this War 


7. (C) Edwards explained EM\'s message to the federal 
government was similar: it cannot afford to allow MEND and 
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other militant groups to creep into Akwa Ibom. Were this to 
occur 

oil producing coast. Edwards said EM urged the GON towards a 
political solution for the current Delta crisis 

involves compromise. 


EM Fears Tip into Scorched Earth Policy; 
Halt in Violence Needed for Development Plan Quick Wins 


8. (C) Edwards feared MEND\'s activities would ultimately 
push the military into action 

the military unleashes a scorched earth policy regardless of 

its impact on civilians. Edwards said if Delta State is not 
stabilized now 

operations in Akwa Ibom or oil operations in the rest of the 
South-South. Discussing hopes for quick-impact development 
plans such as the recently-developed Rivers State program 
Edwards spoke of the immediate need to stop violence to gain 
some breathing space for such programs to take root. Without 
a cessation in violence 

gain traction. 


Nigeria\'s Second Major Deepwater Field On-Line 
Sixty Miles from MEND with No Naval Protection 


9. (C) EM\'s deepwater Erha field 

FPSO 

miles off-shore 

and MEND"'s operational area than EM\'s existing facilities in 
Akwa lbom. According to Edwards 

naval protection. EM has not sought military protection for 
Erha 

presence of armed troops would actually invite a militant 
attack. Edwards added however 

to implement perimeter security for facilities like Erha and 
Bonny Island. 


10. (SBU) Erha is located offshore Delta State 

of the mouths of the Forcados and Escravos River 
mining lease block 209 in about 3000 feet of water (reftel 
A). Erha will initially produce 150 

increasing to 165 

have a storage capacity of 2.2 million barrels of oil. 


Comment 
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11. (C) Judging from Edwards comments 

militant activity 

operations 

companies. Because of distance and different ethnic groups 
Akwa Ibom is not in the militants\' current sphere of 
operations 

immune to militant influence and perhaps expansion of their 
destructive practice. The large Erha FPSO also presents a 
dilemma for EM. While sixty miles off-shore 

militant actions than Akwa-Ibom. While a bit-ticket 
investment 

concern that the presence of security would not function as a 
deterrent 

to attack the facility. That a company would have to engage 
in these types of calculations for an investment of this 
magnitude demonstrates the extent to which the security 
environment for the oil companies has descended. In other 
words 

is employing an \"out of sight 

of avoiding militant action against it. 

BROWNE 
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4. (C) More broadly 

expectations too high. The PUK had undertaken many projects in 
Halabjah 

built new apartments instead of paving the main road. Barzani 
also pointed to Islamist instigators as one cause of the riot 

but did not elaborate. 


BRITISH CONSUL GENERAL MEETS WITH KRG-S PM FATTAH 


5. (C) The British Consul General 

KRG-S PM Omar Fattah on March 27 to press human rights 
complaints. The CG asked how many people the KRG-S intended to 
charge of the 40-50 they had detained. The Kurds said they did 
not yet know: the PUK Politburo was to meet March 28 to decide. 
The CG responded this was not for a party organization to 

decide. He pointed out that the KRG had had a weekYs warning 
about the protests and thus should have been able to have 
adequate security forces on hand. The Kurds answered that they 
allowed protest; the British CG noted that the only allowed 
protests were PUK sponsored. The CG suggested to Mohammad 
Ihsan 

statement promising to charge detainees swiftly and allow NGO\'s 
access. The CG also gave an shorter version of the same 
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presentation to KRG-E minister Falah Bakir March 29. The CG 
believes that the KRG realizes it has made a mistake and is now 
looking to clean up the mess. 


6. (SBU) The British CG sent a personal" letter to Fattah 
March 29 to follow up. REO e-mailed the complete letter to 
Embassy Baghdad POL; extracts follow. 


BEGIN EXTRACTS. 


(2) ... There are enough articles about... alleged subsequent 
treatment of journalists and protestors to give cause for 
concern.... (The letter then references media reports that PUK 
officials have threatened the death penalty.) You made clear 
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that the death penalty would not be applied... | am also 
concerned about reports from a number of journalists about the 
manner in which they were treated by security officials: these 
include beatings and theft of property. However 

concern is the detention of between 30 and 50 individuals 
(figures agreed by PUK spokespersons)... who have yet to be 
charged. 


(8) There is also the case of the Hawlati journalist 

Hawezi 

article that was critical of the ruling party and politicians. 

You explained that he was actually detained for inciting people 
to riot but others claim that he was within the law and merely 
exercising his right as a journalist. In any event 

were brought against him despite him being detained for three 
days. 


(4) ... (T)hose responsible for criminal acts should be charged 
and be held accountable for their actions. This process needs 
to be transparent and accountable 

proportionate to the offences for which an individual is found 
guilty... However 

lengthy periods without any charges being brought. Such 
behaviour 

for individualVs rights or has an awareness of social justice 
and civil protection. 


(6) You said during our meeting that many of the laws in the 
Kurdish region date from the BaVathist era and that you would 
welcome help in modernising your regional laws. This is an area 
where | am sure we can be of assistance... 


END EXTRACTS. 


Column 3 


COMMENT 


6. (C) Protestors have alleged that the KRG purposefully did 
not make front-and-center improvements to Halabjah (such as 
paving the main road) specifically in order to show it still 
needed continuing foreign assistance. We doubt any American 
court would find the Hawlati article an incitement to riot. 
ORESTE 
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officials in London 


4. (C) Comment: While the Norwegians do not have the 
clearest sense for where they are going on the \"High North" 
(making talks a bit nebulous) we believe that it is important 
that we engage them. Norway is interested in our views on 

the High North and they are keen to continue discussions with 
us on a region that matters very much to them and is becoming 
increasingly important to us. Energy and energy security are 
natural starting points as the Norwegian government has made 
the High North a strategic priority and given that we have an 
interest in how Norway develops its potentially vast 
hydrocarbon resources in the Barents. End Comment 


Visit Oslo\'s Classified website: 
http://www .state.sgov.gov/p/eur/oslo/index.cf m 


WHITNEY 
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settlement areas in Gaza. Key conclusions were that certain 
areas needed minor clean-up and a land use plan. UNEP said 
the PA needed to develop waste and coastal zone management 
and a monitoring system for groundwater in Gaza. Palestinian 
Environmental Quality Authority (EQA) head Yusif Abu Safiyeh 
was quoted in the press as saying that he disagreed with the 
\"good\" results and the methodology of the assessment. End 
Summary. 


2. (SBU) In a March 30 briefing 

Chief Henrik Slotte said that 

pollution and issues associated with asbestos in the former 
Israeli settlements 

land 

health. He cautioned that the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
needed to implement UNEP recommendations and follow-up 
actions in order to avoid potential environmental hazards. 
UNEP was prepared to assist on clean-up activities 


Column 3 
on asbestos removal 
environmental management plans 


3. (SBU) UNEP Operations Manager Muralee Thummarukudy 
presented the following key conclusions from the assessment: 


-- Seven former settlement areas had localized spots of 
contamination 


-- In twelve former settlement areas and the Erez industrial 
area 

require proper handling for disposal. UNEP was conducting a 
training seminar on asbestos handling in Egypt for 

Palestinian participants. 


-- Eight of the twenty-one former settlement areas had 
associated waste dumps/landfills 
restrictions and follow-up actions. 


4. (SBU) As for the removal and disposal of rubble 
Thummarukudy said that UNEP was working with UNDP to carry 
out the task of clearing and recycling 1.2 million tons of 

rubble produced by the destruction of settlement housing in 
Gaza. 


5. (SBU) Thummarukudy elaborated on several follow-up 
actions for the PA including: 


-- Developing a waste management strategy for Gaza that 
included the disposal of the asbestos debris 

contaminated soil 

landfills; 


-- Carrying out coastal zone management in an integrated 
manner that covered the areas of coastal construction 
effluent disposal areas 


-- Developing land use planning maps and making resource 
allocation decisions based on the information gathered during 
the environmental assessment; 


-- Establishing a monitoring system for groundwater in Gaza 
including the wells in the disengaged areas. 
WALLES 
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developments: Lahoud/Siniora\'s public argument in Khartoum 
the harsh criticism of Siniora (and implicitly 

by Speaker Berri in Parliament 

Hizballah\'s Hassan Nasrallah and Hamas leader Khaled Meshaal 
featuring fiery rhetoric not heard in months 
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the political tumult of last night\'s Cabinet session. 


5. (C) He agreed with the Ambassador that with the country 
now roughly split between two camps 

be very difficult 

-- not presently in evidence. Sfeir observed that while all 
sides seem to be avoiding actions that could lead to actual 
violence 

the adversaries. 


AOUN'S MYSTIFYING OPTIMISM 


6. (C) Remarkably enough 

the previous evening 

\"optimistic\" about his chances to ascend to the presidency. 
Sfeir said the former general implied that the improved 
security situation (last act of political violence: December 
12 assassination of Gibran Tueni) was due principally to his 
ability to work with Hizballah 

February 6 communique. According to Sfeir 

amazingly confident that his dalliance with Nasrallah will be 
perceived by Lebanon\'s citizenry as a noble act worthy of 
reward. 


7. (C) Shaking his head in bemusement 

although Aoun may rightfully claim leadership of the 

Christian community (\"...as he is always telling me...\") 
selection as president would be divisive and ill-advised. Of 
course 

was allotted to the Christian community 

president must also be able to reach across all sectarian 

lines 

concluding that Lebanon under Aoun would be \"ungovernable.\" 
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8. (C) Bluntly describing the overall behavior οἵ Lebanon\'s 
politicians as V'deplorable 

extremely difficult to change the president 

after the recent heated exchanges. Sfeir acknowledged he was 
aware of a recent suggestion that perhaps the pro-reform 
coalition could \"float\" candidates to reassure the Christian 
community that March 14 (i.e. Saad Hariri) didn\'t want to 
steamroll the process. He indicated the idea had some merit 
and ticked off the individuals he believed had the best 
qualifications: Nassib Lahoud 

Mouawad. He admitted that Mouawad\'s candidacy would be 
breaking the mold 
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elected women as chiefs of state 

Lebanon. (Whispering to the Ambassador later as the 
Ambassador got up to leave 

favorite was Nassib Lahoud.) 


9. (C) Concerning Lahoud 

isolated president served at the pleasure of the Syrian 

regime 

be under \"serious threat.\" Sfeir also bemoaned the 
\"humiliation\" of the institution and expressed fear that the 
presidency would suffer irreparable damage if the current 
status continued. He argued that as the only non-Muslim head 
of state in the Arab world 

preserve it as an important symbol of pluralism and 

liberalism. 


10. (C) Sfeir also commented on other ideas being put forth 
by various factions. He said the idea of new parliamentary 
elections was fraught with risk because it would subject 
Lebanon\'s electorate with yet another change in government. 
He remarked there was also the question of the proposed new 
electoral law 

political differences. Another idea 

from Aoun 

constitution to permit direct election of the president. 

This 

times 

instability as snap parliamentary elections. 


11. (C) In Sfeir\'s opinion 

would be to allow the constitution to work: propose 3-4 well 
qualified candidates and follow established parliamentary 
procedures. This 

a legitimate president who could represent all the country\'s 
sectarian communities. 


ANOTHER VOICE OF REASON 


12. (C) Armenian Patriarch Aram was similarly distressed by 
the escalating war of words between March 14 and March 8 
(plus Aoun) forces. He contended the national dialogue 
though well intended 

important issues: the presidency and Hizballah\'s arms. Aram 
maintained that despite Hassan Nasrallah\'s confident 
demeanor 

without the permission of his sponsors in Tehran. Tehran 
argued 

under current international circumstances 

would never permit the loss of an armed proxy so close to its 
chief nemesis 
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believed there could be some movement regarding the Lebanese 
presidency 


13. (C) Inthe Armenian patriarch\'s opinion 

the West had to be most concerned with the growing power and 
reach of Iran -- in Lebanon 

Iraq. Shia Iran\'s ambitions 

Sunni fundamentalism 

nations for an extended time to come and require steadfast 
positions and cooperation among those countries seeking 
freedom. 

FELTMAN 
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4510/IEP/ANESA/OA/PMICHELINI 
6930/ITA/MAS/MFG/OEEI/ABRICKMAN 
DAKAR FOR RSCO CGRIFFIN 


E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 
TAGS: BBSR 
SUBJECT: DISPUTE ENDS BETWEEN MAURITANIA AND WOODSIDE 


REF: A. NOUAKCHOTT 00330 


B. NOUAKCHOTT 00170 
C. NOUAKCHOTT 00111 


Classified By: Amb. Joseph LeBaron 


1.(U) During separate press conferences on the night of 
March 30 

Boubacar formally announced to the country that the dispute 
with Woodside had ended. A Woodside press release dated 
March 31 confirms that the two parties have reached an 
agreement in principle to settle the dispute.\" Meanwhile 
former Minister of Oil and Energy Zeidane Ould H\'meyda 
was charged with fraud relating to the Woodside dispute 
released from jail late last night by he Mauritanian 
government. 


2. (U) Boubacar\'sstatement wentt into some detail about the 
agreeent. Woodside will pay Mauritania a USD 100 millio 
\"bonus\" 14 days after a new production sharing ontract is 
signed. Woodside will also pay an addiional USD 1 million a 
year into an environmentalfund. Finally 

also receive agreater share of profit on sale of oil above 
USD55 per barrel 


3. (U) In hs speech 
haring contract amendments which the government ha accused 
the former oil minister of fraudulentlysigning were 
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\"suspended and will be cancelled\" ater a new contract is 
signed based on the agreemnt reached. 


4. (C) Woodside\'s Corporate AffairsManager Brendan Augustin 
declined to provide speifics tto Embassy Econ Officer 

Ghildyal on the agreement other than to confirm Boubacar\'s 
announcement. But he said Woodside was not \"happy with the 
amount of disclosure in the Prime Minister\'s speech. He 
indicated that there were other parts of the settlement 

favorable to Woodside which the Prime Minister did not 

mention 

that Woodside gave in completely to the government\'s 

position. 


5. (C) Augustin said 

the outcome and it gives us a base to continue working and we 
see this as a genuine agreement 

happy with the way the Mauritanians have handled the entire 
situation publicly." WoodsideVs head of operations in 
Mauritania 

unavailable for comment. 


6. (C) Embassy will report additional details as they become 
available. It is unlikely 
make available the text of the new agreement. 


7. (C) This new agreement appears to be a significant win 

for the Mauritanians. Beyond the USD 100 million \"bonus\" for 
the Mauritanians and other benefits 

strengthen the broad popular support the junta and 

transitional government already enjoy throughout much of the 
country. 

LeBaron 
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REF: (A) BEIJING 5538 (EXDIS) 

0031 

VATICAN 00000057 001.2 OF 002 
CLASSIFIED BY: Christopher Sandrolini 
EXEC 


REASON: 1.4 (d) 
1. (C) Summary. The Holy See\'s principal China negotiator 
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Archbishop Celli 

in China as complex 

key areas. With regard to the bilateral relationship between 
China and the Holy See 

realistic. Celli does not expect to travel to China any time 
soon. He had praise for USG pressure on China on religious 
freedom issues and agreed that it has helped. End summary. 


2. (C) Ambassador Rooney 

Assistant 

Now the Secretary of the Administration of the Patrimony of the 
Holy See (an investment fund) 

Undersecretary for Relations with States in the Secretariat of 
State (i.e. 

speaks excellent English 

negotiations with Vietnam and China. He has played this role 
for a long time (17 years for Vietnam 

is discreet but publicly known. 


3. (C) Celli described China as a place he cares deeply about 
but added that it is not an easy subject. He was at pains to 
express the subtlety and complexity of the situation facing the 
Church in China 

Celli 

only with the approval of government 

explicitly permitted is prohibited. He described the government 
as omnipresent. The government is too image-conscious to close 
churches or overtly interfere 

restricted. China also wants influence over Catholic schools 
known as the best in the country 

government to have no role in administering them. 


4. (C) Religious freedom 

focus for the Church. Recalling his first visit to China in 

1982 -- when it was forbidden to mention the Pope in sermons or 
print his photograph -- Celli acknowledged that religious 

freedom there has improved. There are over 4000 churches 
seminaries (official 

that does not constitute full religious freedom. Celli 

described the Patriotic Association as the \"long arm\" of the 
government 

without illusions\". 


5.(C) Celli outlined the well-known process of the 

appointment of bishops; it looks democratic 

\"elected\" 

The Holy See and the GOC are made aware by various means of 
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candidates acceptable to each other 

consultation; the Holy See then appoints the right candidates 

and Beijing accepts them. This has happened three times 

recently 

appointments will need to be made; he wondered whether the 

present informal and cumbersome arrangement would prove adequate 
for this volume of appointments. The first test will come soon 

as it is now necessary to appoint an aide to Cardinal Zen. 


6.(C) Celli observed that Beijing is not happy with Cardinal 
Zen 

maybe too outspoken\" - being in this sense un-Chinese. China 
is trying to exert a sophisticated control over democracy. Zen 
understands this 

However 

time frame - say 

ambassador said 

religious freedom. According to Celli 

big recent demonstrations (presumably those at the time of the 
WTO ministerial last December) of half a million and one million 
people; Celli observed that with only 300 

Kong 

on that scale. China 

crowd were really there for pro-democracy reasons 

more convenient to treat the matter as a provocation by Zen. 


7. (C) The ambassador asked about actions of President Bush 
during his recent visit to China. Celli said they were \"in a 
sense!" positive because he spoke clearly 

to be treated that way; Beijing took notice but wasn\'t pleased 
with what it considers foreign interference. Celli said the 

Holy See appreciates the U.S. expression of interest on 
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religious freedom in China. By contrast 

don\'t care\". Note: Celli was slightly less positive than other 
recent Embassy interlocutors 

Patriotic Church 

forcefully (reftels). End note. 


8. (C) The ambassador noted our impression that China is 
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responding to the points made by the President on religious 
freedom. Celli commented that judging the number or exact 
status of priests in detention is difficult. Often they are 

given a form of house arrest 

hotels 

speaking are not abused. He also cited the government practice 
of calling some bishops in for \"consultations\" 

\"not all bishops respond in the same way\". Celli averred that 
Beijing knows exactly who the underground priests and bishops 
are 

seemed to imply that the ones singled out are the most 
outspoken. On the other hand 

bishop was recognized officially 

ones. (Beijing wanted him to make a certain statement 

Vatican quietly approved the statement 

So 


9. (C) Celli scoffed at the possibility of the pope being 

invited to China in the next few years 

at this time\". The Church cannot ask for full religious freedom 
yet 

grant it. Using a favorite metaphor 

like a bird in a cage -- but cages come in different sizes 

he is hoping for a series of larger and larger cages. 


10. (C) Responding to the ambassadon\'s direct question 
said he would be going to China again 

(He was to travel to China last November 

the trip China asked to postpone it.) He clarified his own role 
by saying that while others (e.g. Cardinal McCarrick) can 
certainly visit China unofficially 

would be in a position to negotiate 

continuity and this matter will remain in the hands of the 
Secretariat of State (to whom Celli reports in his role as 


SIPDIS 

negotiator). Celli suggested that China\'s recent overtures to 
Cardinal McCarrick might owe more to his nationality than his 
Vatican affiliation - i.e. 

up 


11. (C) Celli shared some of his experience in dealing with 
communist states. When he first visited Vietnam 

in his first session to a 90-minute lecture in Vietnamese on the 
regime\'s accomplishments (followed by another 90 minutes of 
translation). The second session focused on the Holy See\'s 
deficiencies - \"like a liturgy\" 
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clear but flexible guidance given him by the Pope with the rigid 
negotiating style of the Chinese - though sometimes there is a 
bit of free talk on the margins 


12. (C) Celli said heYd told Archbishop Lajolo (the Holy See\'s 
foreign minister equivalent) that what wouldn't be accomplished 
in 10 years by China could be accomplished in one week 

the fundamental political decision ever be made; but it\'s 
impossible to predict when that might come. He suggested it 
would require a changing of the old guard 

Religious Affairs in the Chinese foreign ministry 

Valways negative\". It is almost a generational issue of the old 
Maoists retiring and ceding power to the young 


13. (C) Comment: Celli 

why we wanted to see him - though he was careful to remind us 
that we should normally remain within regular Secretariat of 
State channels. Despite the ambassador\'s direct questions 

he had any inkling of an imminent Chinese opening toward the 
Holy See (ref a) 

breakthrough 

else. Rather 

while theoretically able to make the necessary political 

decision to normalize with the Holy See 

constrained to move very cautiously. Celli was by no means 
pessimistic 

for a very gradual process of rapprochement. In this light 

are inclined to see several recent public remarks about the 
\"ripeness\" of the relationship 

by the pope 

more as stalking horses than as harbingers of impending movement. 
ROONEY 
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Vthe occupation forces V" not to clash with the Shia 
majority to satisfy a Sunni Arab minority that harbors 
terrorists. (Comment: Shirazi comes from a 
distinguished family that helped in the revolt against 
the British in Iraq and Iran. He is close to the 
relatively minor Islamic Action Movement in Iraq. End 
Comment.) 


2. (U) On March 26 (before the Ur neighborhood raid) the 
office of Ayatalloh Muhammad al-Yaqubi (spiritual leader of 
the Fadhila party) criticized the USG for denying the 
existence of a sectarian war in Iraq (ref b). Yacoubi 
pointed to the daily killings 

the displacement as evidence of this sectarian war. The 
statement called for political parties not to allow the 
participation of any side that does not renounce 

terrorism (NOTE: a not so subtle reference to the Sunni 
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Arabs. END NOTE). It sharply criticized the new Iraqi 
National Security Council 

other Arab states. The statement concluded by demanding 
that the U.S. change its Ambassador 

government confront the elements of this sectarian war 
that the Shia nation organize itself into 'committees and 
groups to defend themselves and their holy places.\" 


3. (C) Shia independent politician Abbas al-Bayyati told 
Poloffs March 30 that blasts such as these reflect fear 
among many Shia that the U.S. is taking the Sunni Arabs\' 
side against the Shia. Perceived pressure against the Shia 
Islamist Coalition\'s prime minister choice aggravates that 
perception 

raid. U.S. statements about militias 

perceived pressure on Jafari are stirring up the Shia 
public\'s ire. He urged the U.S. to measure its public 
statements carefully. PolCouns underlined that the U.S. 
respects the election results and has no preferred 
candidate for the prime minister. He reminded Bayyati 
that the U.S. was the biggest friend of the Shia in the 
ouster of Saddam Hussein 

acknowledged. (A Shia Islamist Coalition parliamentarian 
and Turcoman 

thinks would take a tougher line on the Kurds.) 


4. (C) COMMENT: The public statements from Shirazi and 
Yacoubi represent some of the sharpest criticism from 
second-tier Shia religious figures since the Embassy 
opened. Shia political figures like Moqtada Sadr 
al-Maliki of Dawa 

Karim al-Anzi of Dawa-Tanzim launched their own direct 
and indirect blasts at the U.S. Some anger among 

the Shia was predictable (see ref c) as we encourage 
Sunni Arab participation in a political process that all 
sides still view as a zero-sum game. Our holding Shia 
militias responsible for human rights violations has 
surprised and angered the Shia community that feels it is 
the (main) victim of terror. Importantly 

maintain our access to key Shia political figures and 
some 

Council chairman already are walking back a bit from 
their stern denunciations earlier this week. Most 
importantly 

from the most important Shia leader - Ayatollah Sistani. 
Blasts from his office will signal a more serious level 

of turbulence in our evolving relationship with the 

Shia here. 

KHALILZAD 
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population and that popular pressure was in part driving the 
Ecuadoran government\'s actions. 


4. (SBU) Kane emphasized that the process was still at a very 
preliminary stage and that the UN had yet to conclude whether 
a study would even be worthwhile. If the technical team 
recommended a study 

Ecuador and Colombia to agree on terms of reference. The UN 
would not proceed unless the two countries had themselves 
agreed on the way ahead. Kane said DPA had yet to consider 
the issue of a funding mechanism for a possible study 

DPA official Carlos Vergara (who also attended the meeting) 
reported there had been some discussion of a donors meeting 
to fund the study if the two countries agreed on the way 

ahead. Vergara also said the UN was aware that the OAS would 
soon begin a second phase of its research into glyphosate 
which he said would be taken into consideration regarding 

next steps. 


5. (SBU) COMMENT: DPA seems to recognize the political 
sensitivity of a study on fumigation 

must respond to member state requests -- particularly when 
both sides to the issue have agreed that the study should go 
forward. If we wish to block this study should it go 

forward 

the appropriate time. 

WOLFF 
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on GOU reasoning behind his proposal. He stressed that 
Smirnov had only permitted 15 Transnistrian enterprises to 
obtain Moldovan registrations but 

customs protocol had been in effect originally 

enterprises had been registered. The currently unregistered 
companies included an oil refinery and metallurgical plant 
whose profits contributed 50 percent to Transnistria\'s 
budget. Suspension of their operations would contribute to a 
real humanitarian crisis 

had proposed 

accept 

renew their registration via the Internet. Once these 
companies were registered 

to allow their exports to receive the appropriate 
documentation. Tkach said the Ukrainian proposal was 
designed to do this. When Stoehr defended EU procedures with 
respect to Transnistrian imports 

ground he had covered numerous times with her and EU special 
envoy Jacobovits; he would be happy not to ever have to 
repeat his defense again. (Note: This is likely to be 
Tkach\'s last briefing as Transnistria enovy 

Veselovsky -- see below -- is reportedly replacing Tkach 
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effective immediately. The appointment will finally allow 
Tkach to focus on his new responsibilities as Ukrainian 
ambassador to Hungary.) 


A Five-plus-Two Substitute 


10. (C) Luskalova on March 30 

from OSCE Mission head William Hill that the Transnistrians 
and Russians were likely to refuse to participate in the next 
five-plus-two meeting scheduled for April 4-5 

Ukrainians were likely to propose that a meeting of 
intermediaries and observers (i.e. 

Transnistria but with Russia) be held in Kiev in the first 

half of April. The meeting would focus on a consideration of 
the border situation and next steps regarding the customs 
protocol. At his March 31 briefing 

Russians had rejected the Ukrainian proposal for a 
\"three-plus-two\" meeting. 
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Transnistria\'s Reaction 


11. (C) Luskalova said a congress of deputies from all levels 
of the Transnistrian region (from village 

would meet March 31 to review Transnistria\'s status. The 
anti-Ukrainian rhetoric in Transnistria was heating up 
ordinary Transnistrian residents beginning to view Ukraine as 
the enemy. Luskalova said 

Transnistrian official Valery Litskai had not notified 

Ukrainian government officials of his intent to visit Kiev. 

She discounted the possibility that he would 

shoulders and asking rhetorically what he might possibly 
accomplish. She understood that Transnistrian leader Smirnov 
had also ordered Litskai not to visit Kiev. 


Bio Note: Veselovsky 


12. (C) Veselovsky 

Policy Department 

Tarasyuk most trusts. Tarasyuuk promoted him to deputy 
foreign minister 

in January 2006 when predecessors Shamshur and Dolhov were 
assigned respectively to be ambassadors to Washington and 
Berlin. During the August 2000 summit in Yalta 

President Putin reportedly demanded that then-President 


Column 3 

Kuchma fire FM Tarasyuk 

military intelligence Smeshko for their supposed anti-Russian 
views. Kuchma complied; two months later 

Veselovsky (then also head of the Policy Department) were 
summarily removed. Four and half years later 

restored Tarasyuk to his old job 

recalled Veselovsky from his assignment as Ambassador to 
Egypt to resume the directorship of the Policy Department. 

We became well acquainted with Veselovsky when he was 
responsible for preparations for the December 2005 Community 
of Democratic Choice summit. He comes across as a cautious 
bureaucrat who is likely to consult carefully with the U.S. 

and EU before adopting a position at the five-plus-two talks 
and will work to reach compromises among the parties. 


19. (U) Visit Embassy Kiev\'s classified website: 
www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/kiev. 
Herbst 
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the protests 

Kurdish issue. In his remarks 

the grief of the people. (Note: PostVs translation of Baydemir\'s 
written statement reftel B). End note.) The press reported that 
prosecutors are considering charging Baydemir with 

charges 

propaganda in a way that incited violence." Media reported that 
the investigation is focusing on oral statements Baydemir made 
in Kurdish \"congratulating\" people for their resistance before 
telling them to desist. 


4. (SBU) One contact told us that Baydemir\'s remarks served to 
applaud the courage of the protestors 

that the mayor did so with the intent to calm and disperse the 
angry group. Our contact added that Baydemir greeted a masked 
protestor with kisses before delivering his remarks at one 
location. He emphasized that Baydemir had consulted with 
representatives of various NGOs in town before giving the 
remarks 

further incidents. The attorney said that 

Diyarbakir Governor Efkan Ala 

leaders 

Another contact 

of the mayor 

mayor\'s statements to the crowds and warned the mayor that the 
statements might cause him trouble. 


5. (SBU) A journalist contact in Diyarbakir told us that 
Baydemir declared to a televised gathering of protestors on 
March 31 that \"the state should listen to and understand what 
the people want instead of pressing charges against me.\" He 
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added 

what the state wants.\" Baydemir said that shopkeepers should 
open their shops to normalize daily life in Diyarbakir. Our 
journalist contact told us that some shops opened after the 
mayor\'s remarks 

commented that in recent years the PKK had lost strength in 
Diyarbakir 

demonstrations 

control of the city for three days. He said the security forces 
only controlled the Security Directorate and the Governor\'s 
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office. He said that the PKK had hoisted a flag at a major 
intersection leading to the airport 

\"PKK Check Point." He said that demonstrators attempted to take 
control of the old Police College building 

demonstrators had allegedly been detained 

control of the Governor\'s office. He said that about 500 police 
SWAT-style members had been dispatched from Istanbul and 
deployed throughout the city. He added that Interior Minister 
Abdulkadir Aksu 

Development (AK) party parliamentarians from Diyarbakir 
visited the city 

speech 


Demonstrations Spread Throughout Southeast 


6. (SBU) Meanwhile 

broke out on March 30 in Van 

Nusaybin and Hakkari. (Note: Post previously reported clashes 

in Batman and Sanliurfa-see reftels. End note.) Our contact in 
Batman told us that the city was calm early on March 31 

afternoon media reported that renewed clashes flared up between 
a small group of protestors and police in the afternoon. The 
media reported that one person 

killed in Batman 

seven. The city's DTP Mayor 

protestors March 30 from a police armored vehicle and 
successfully calmed and dispersed the crowd. Our contact told 
us that during the March 30 demonstrations in Batman 

had been wounded and 10 had been detained. Media reports said 
that the V'Youth InitiativeW group (NFI) in Batman issued a call 

to increase civil unrest across Turkey. 


7. (SBU) The media reported new incidents on March 31 in Van 
Hakkari 


According to the media 
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cocktails and burned cars and local government buildings. 
Tensions are high in Yuksekova township of Hakkari province 

very near both the Iranian and Iraqi border 

clashed with police in the city center. Businesses closed and 

crowds erected roadblocks 

stones at police. Police intervened with truncheons 

cannon 

were wounded 

custody. 

The press reported in Adana that a group of NGOs issued a press 

statement condemning the killing of the 14 PKK members in Mus. 

Later 

pamphlets 

killings. The pamphlets contained anti-government slogans and 

threats to avenge the deaths in Diyarbakir. 

Some businesses in Mersin are closed and a large crowd made an 

unannounced \"peace march\" in solidarity with Diyarbakir 

protests 

clashes with security forces in Mersin. 


Comment 


8. (SBU) Diyarbakir and Batman remain volatile 

protests are cropping up elsewhere in southeast Turkey with 
little notice. Authorities in Diyarbakir are showing restraint 
for now 

hours take their toll on authorities\' patience 

for official use of violence with less restraint remains. The 
GOT\'s visible dispatch of the Interior Minister 

MPs 

rhetoric has contributed to pronounced alienation from the GOT 
in the general populace. This attitude 

in the southeast 

everyday Kurds in southeast Turkey. 

REID 
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protecting power for the United States and Cuba in each\'s 
capital; humanitarian aid; and human rights 

hinted the Swiss were pushing for a postive gesture on a 
particular dissident. Perez-Rocque asked for Swiss support 
for its membership on the new UN Human Rights Council 
received no response. Vescovi offered a somewhat optimistic 
assessment of the influence that a relatively open Venezuela 
might have on Cuban expectations for their own government. 
End summary. 


2.(C) Vescovi told Poloff that Calmy-Rey had twice recently 
-- in 2004 and 2005 -- declined meetings with the Cuban 
Foreign Minister 
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the direct request from Perez-Rocque issued to visiting 
Political Director (and future Swiss Ambassador to 
Washington) Urs Ziswiler in January. With Switzerland 
serving as protecting power for the United States in Havana 
-- as well as Cuba in Washington -- the Swiss DFA felt duty 
bound to meet with the Cuban FM. Vescovi revealed no details 
on which \"double mandate\" issues were discussed 

quip that the U.S. Interest Section\'s billboard was not one 
ofthem. As an aside 

USG accepted the prolongation of the maritime boundary 
agreement 


3.(C) On humanitarian aid 

ministers briefly reviewed the Swiss Development AgencyYs 
programs with Cuban local governments on food security 
environment 

year is budgeted at a little over $3 million). On human 
rights 

that Switzerland is testing Havana\'s desire for closer 
relations. Asked if the Swiss were discussing the Cuban 
opposition 

\"see if Cuba responds.\" 


4.(C) Vescovi acknowledged that Perez-Rocque asked for Swiss 
support to join the new UN Human Rights Council. According 
to Vescovi 

request 

confessed that Switzerland was trying to keep Cuba as close 
and constructive as possible 

could use its role as president of the Non-Aligned Movement 
to torpedo the HRC as the body formulated its internal 
procedures. Poloff said it was dubious that Cuba could be 
persuaded to be constructive at all on the issue 

Vescovi expressed satisfaction that Havana had voted for the 
HRC. He noted that Cuba 

1979 

toward anti-colonialism and other \"north-south\" issues 

trend Switzerland hoped could be avoided this year. Poloff 
reiterated that Cuba -- or Venezuela for that matter -- would 
only use its presence in any UN body to cause problems. 


5.(C) Asked his general impression of Perez-Rocque 
demurred 

Cubans was a cross between \"young shark\" and \"elitist 
intellectual.\" Vescovi agreed that Perez-Rocque had no 
prospect of succeeding Fidel Castro. Vescovi agreed that 
brother Raoul Castro had the inside track on succession 
since \"no non-revolutionary would have credibility among the 
Cuban population.\" The best hope for Cuba to transition into 
a democracy would be for the next generation of leaders to 
divide into two 
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evolution into social-democracy. Vescovi observed that it 
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was interesting for him to observe the Cuban reaction to the 
few hours of Venezuelan Telesur broadcast on Cuban television 
during his recent visit to the island. Yes 

dialogue was entirely left-wing 

spectrum of left-wing than what Cuban programming usually 
allowed. Vescovi understood that a growing number of Cubans 
-- particularly among the rural intellectuals -- were taking 

note of the relative freedom in Venezuela -- and asking why 

this could not be possible in Cuba. 


6.(C) Vescovi and Poloff both expressed hope that the 
hemisphere\'s growing number of left-wing governments would 
not follow Cuba\'s lead into dictatorship. Vescovi regretted 
that the Venezuelan opposition had boycotted the last 
elections 

presence in the legislature could have had a positive 

influence. He held out hope that the Roman Catholic Church 
could still play a positive role there. 

Willeford 
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his own future inside the party or as the leader of some 

\"third force\". Finally 

and vigorously Dookeran\'s perception that the Ambassador is 
excessively supportive of the ruling PNM government and not 
sufficiently open to Dookeran\'s own ideas for change. END 
SUMMARY. 


2) (U) Ambassador Austin met 

Dookeran 

Congress (UNC). Dookeran was forthcoming 

Ambassador openly told him \"very likeableW. Dookeran was 
laudatory about one particular aspect of the USG/GOTT 
bilateral relationship. Referring to the Jamaat-al- 

muslimeen failed coup attempt of 1990 

fact that the assistance provided to the GOTT at that time 

by the FBI\'s hostage negotiating team has never been 
properly acknowledged. When the Ambassador recalled then 
president Arthur N.R. Robinson\'s order to \"attack with full 
force\" 

intelligence officers to the GOTT not to follow the 
presidentVs order was obviously wise. 
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3) (U) Ambassador Austin and Dookeran agreed that the crime 
they were both familiar with in their youth could not be 
compared with the escalating quantity and viciousness of 
crime today. Dookeran concurred when the Ambassador said 
that the low rate of crime detection and criminal conviction 

in T&T tends to give individual criminals and gangs a sense 

of impunity and emboldens them to commit more crimes of an 
even more daring nature. The Ambassador asked Dookeran 
about his attitude toward the Keith Noel 136 Committee led 

by Stephen Cadiz. Dookeran said he is sympathetic to 
grassroots anti-crime campaigns such as that of the Noel 
Committee and had personally participated in the committee\'s 
\"death march" of October 2005. He spoke favorably of Cadiz 
and his recently-announced referendum on individual rights 
poverty and leadership 

language. 


4) (U) Ambassador Austin and Dookeran agreed that 
corruption in the publicly-funded Unemployment Relief 
Program and the Community Based Environmental Protections 
and Enhancement Program has been an important factor 
contributing to the crime surge. Dookeran said he has 
proposed market-based solutions to the problem of youth 
unemployment as well as other social strategies such as 
government purchase of insurance for the financing of 
tertiary education for disadvantaged youth. However 
Ambassador pointed out to Dookeran that many of his 
recommendations tend to be abstract and lacking in 
specificity 

can understand Dookeran\'s proposals. 


5) (U) Dookeran recognized the ambiguity of his position on 
the T&T political scene and how totally at odds his placid 
personality and seminar-leading style are with T&T\'s 
traditional political culture and with his own party. As he 
said to tne Ambassador 

Movement (PNM) and the UNC subscribe to a cut-throat 
political culture which eschews collaboration and compromise 
in favor of a central guiding principle-the pursuit of 

power. As for his role within the UNC 

Ambassador that he knew \"from day one\" that party icon 
Basdeo Panday never intended the concept of a split party 
leadership to succeed and that Panday would muddy the 
leadership waters by retaining for himself the role of 
parliamentary opposition leader. This maneuver placed 
Dookeran in an almost untenable position. 
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6) (U) Throughout the past six months 
Dookeran to the worst indignities and embarrassments he 
could muster 


and failing to attend Dookeran\'s own \"unity\" seminars. In 
the name of party unity 

Montano 

before the media 

resignations of two more Dookeran adherents 

Augustus and Member of Parliament Gerald Yetming. Most 
recently 

major UNC \"unity\" rally of February 19 

supporters publicly forgave and welcomed back to the fold 
the controversial Ramesh Lawrence Maharaj who is widely 
credited with having brought about the defeat of the UNC 
government 


7) (U) Ever the team player and in his desire to 
demonstrate the real party unity he craves 

Panday 

Political Leader Jack Warner on the podium. Dookeran 
delivered his standard party-unifying 

building speech. However 

reportedly ferried to the rally for the purpose. Dookeran 
told the Ambassador that 

supporters had apologized to him for the booing. The 
Ambassador praised Dookeran for his courage in sticking to 
his principles and for delivering his message to at best a 
lukewarm and even partly hostile crowd. 


8) (U) Dookeran\'s vision is of a V'new politics\" comprising 
a three fold goal: unity within the UNC; the transformation 

of T£ TVs political culture to one of compromise and 
collaboration across the partisan divide in parliament; and 
the detribalization of the electorate away from entrenched 
racial identities and toward a broader national consensus 
based on issues. Dookeran wondered aloud how much time 
there is left for T&T to be set on a more permanently stable 
political course. He said he believes it is the current 
economic bubble fueled by the oil and gas boom which is 
keeping the lid on any potential 

instability. However 

the bubble bursts 

confidence in the political system and an economic downturn 
may well generate social instability out of which will 

emerge what he called \"despotic leadership\". 
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9) (U) Perhaps partly out of wishful thinking 

told the Ambassador that 

senses the beginnings of a yearning for a new national 
identity behind which neither Afro-Trinidadians nor Indo- 
Trinidadians will feel threatened and second-rate. He said 
he believes the bulk of the UNCVs rank-and-file membership 
is with him 

institutions may not be. Even though Dookeran believes he 
has more support outside the party than within it 

he must operate from within his party base because otherwise 
he will be no more than a voice in the wilderness. 


10) (SBU) Dookeran expressed some frustration with what he 
perceived to be the Ambassador\'s reluctance to ever 

criticize the PNM government 

the Ambassador believes that any initiative designed to 
change the established order will not work. The Ambassador 
conceded that he 

toward collaborating with the government in office rather 

than gratuitously confronting it. Moreover 

any appearance of involvement in T&T\'s partisan politics. 


11) (U) COMMENT: DookeranVs claim that 

structure 

wilderness is puzzling. Many of the budding third parties 
which have recently sprouted 

National Assembly and the Movement for National Development 
are theoretically his soul mates. Many of them have sprung 
from a segment of the T&T middle class which reportedly 
occupies the unaffiliated middle ground of the electorate 

and might find Dookeran\'s calm somewhat professorial style 
appealing. Whether because of past disinterest in politics 

or because of disgust with corruption or with crime left 
unattended 

away with the old tribalized party configuration and move 
toward a non-racial 

consensus. On the other hand 

leave the UNC and attempt to lead this so called \"third 


forceW may simply be a candid admission of his lack of 
political organizing skills. 


12) (U) COMMENT CONTINUED: If one takes the existing 
racially divided electorate and party structure as a given 
(and there is no strong reason not to) 

see how the UNC can recover sufficiently to present a 
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winning face to T&T\'s voters in time for the next election 
scheduled for 18 months from now at the most. This 
prognosis could change 

unlikely conversion 

Otherwise 

two warring camps in the UNC would be cosmetic only and 
unlikely to last. The UNC\'s fortunes might also change 

the PNM government were to be overtaken by some massive 
unforeseen public scandal. The only other alternative would 
involve taking the long view whereby Dookeran would leave 
the UNC 

bring the party along with him 

touted \"third force\" in T&T politics. However 

that \"third force\" sufficiently to match the strength of the 
PNM would take longer than 18 months 

DookeranWs lack of charisma and a common touch. It would 
leave the PNM in power at the next election 

were to make a credible showing at that time 

have a chance to assume office at the following election. 
END COMMENT. 
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provided us its interpretation of international law. The 
note does not request a reply. 


4. (C) Comment. The Guantanamo detainee issue continues to 
be a hot topic here; just today Norway\'s paper of record 
Aftenposten ran a story interviewing three men who were held 

at Guantanamo. We would welcome a visit by Legal Adviser 
John Bellinger 

the public diplomacy message. Despite our best efforts 

there seems to be little to no understanding of the U.S. 

legal position. 


5. Begin text of Norwegian note: 


Norway\'s position on key legal issues concerning protection 
of detainees in the struggle against terrorism 


1. Transnational terrorist attacks constitute not only a 

menace to peace and security 

values. They also defy and threaten human dignity. 
Governments must take coherent and united action in order to 
prevent such attacks 

networks and to bring perpetrators of such attacks to 

justice. International law is essential for effective action 

in this regard. 


2. Norway believes that the determination of the status 
rights and treatment of persons detained in relation to acts 
of transnational terrorism also has a bearing on the 
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long-term effectiveness of the fight against terrorism. This 
includes the situation of detainees at Guantanamo Bay 
has been criticized over an extended period of time. Legal 
classifications and the language utilized in the 
interpretation of treaty obligations are important. They 
should not only contribute to legal certainty 

preservation of the essential values and interests protected 
by the law of armed conflict and other international rules 
aimed at protecting basic human dignity in warfare. 


3. The increasingly asymmetrical nature of the threat posed 
by certain groups engaged in armed conflict and other forms 
of violence may give rise to new legal challenges. These may 
include the determination of the legal status of persons 
detained 

extent to which there may be an overlap between international 
humanitarian law 

the other. Irrespective of such issues 

that the fundamental safeguards for persons deprived of 
liberty cannot be open to doubt. They are part of the legal 
framework applicable in situations of international armed 
conflict 

violence cannot be classified as an armed conflict. These are 
the only three possible legal qualifications of situations of 
violence under international law. 

4. As regards certain legal interpretations that have been 
made with respect to the application of international law in 
the fight against terrorism Norway would like to reassert the 
following: 


International law 

binding on all states. It not only specifies StatesV rights 

and obligations in a given situation 

common ground for interpreting what the respective rights and 
obligations are. Adherence to international law is also 
premised on a shared understanding that it is in each State\'s 
interest to abide by the law 

to demand the protections provided for by humanitarian law to 
members of its armed forces detained by an adversary 

in international or non-international armed conflict. 


In accordance with Article 2 common to the 1949 Geneva 
Conventions the existence of an armed conflict between States 
is decisive for the application of the Conventions (\"In 

addition to the provisions which shall be implemented in 
peacetime 

declared war or of any other armed conflict which may arise 
between two or more of the High Contracting Parties\"). When 
triggered 

an international armed conflict 

irregular forces and members of non-State armed groups. The 
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situation in Afghanistan was initially an international armed 
conflict within the meaning of the Geneva Conventions. To 
state that the Conventions apply does not 

Al-Qaida members 

war (POW) status. It only means that their protection and 
rights must be determined under international humanitarian 
law. It can be argued that the ongoing hostilities in 
Afghanistan may be classified as a non-international armed 
conflict 

opposing States Parties to the Conventions. 


Article 5 of the Third Geneva Convention stipulates that 
\"should any doubt arise\" as to whether a person is entitled 

to POW status 

the present Convention until such time as their status has 
been determined by a competent tribunal". This provision was 
crafted to meet practical needs in armed conflict. A 
\"competent tribunal is mandated to make status 
determinations and is therefore not akin to a judicial body 
charged with reviewing challenges to the legality of 

detention or issues of individual criminal responsibility. 


Under certain conditions persons who do not qualify as POW 
but who directly participate in hostilities or otherwise 
represent a serious threat to security may 

Geneva Convention 

hostilities. They should be released earlier if they no 

longer pose a serious security threat to the Detaining Power. 
They remain protected by the Fourth Convention until final 
release. 


It should be emphasized that any person in the power of a 
Party to an international armed conflict 

or her specific legal status 

Guarantees\" provided for in Article 75 of the First 
Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions. These 
guarantees are widely recognized as reflecting customary 
international law and represent an essential safety net of 
protections that must be observed in relation to all 
detainees 


In situations of non-international armed conflict 

common to the Geneva Conventions contains basic protections 
that must be accorded to all persons not 

taking an active part in hostilities. International 

jurisprudence has determined that its rules are applicable in 

all types of armed conflicts 

international. Accordingly 

must \"in all circumstances be treated humanely\". Torture 
cruel 

any time and in any place whatsoever\". Common Article 3 also 
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prohibits the passing of sentences without previous judgment 
pronounced by a regularly constituted court 

judicial guarantees. 


In situations not amounting to armed conflict 

all persons deprived of liberty 

detained in relation to the fight against terrorism 

recognized in the 1966 International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights. The Covenant obliges States to treat 

detainees with \"humanity and with respect for the inherent 
dignity of the human person and guarantees the individual 
right to liberty and security of person. States obligations 

under the Covenant may be subject to derogation under defined 
circumstances and on the basis of procedural safeguards. 
Furthermore 

Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment. The Convention specifies 
that Vno exceptional circumstances whatsoever\" may be invoked 
as a justification of torture. This prohibition also applies 

to persons detained in relation to the fight against 

terrorism 


The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has a 
right of unrestricted access to all detainees in 

international armed conflicts. In non-international armed 
conflicts 

the States Parties to the Geneva Conventions. The ICRC is 
habitually granted access to persons deprived of liberty 
outside of armed conflicts. 


29 March 2006 


End text of Norwegian Note. 


Visit Oslo\'s Classified website: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/oslo/index.cf m 
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ofthe Republic of Serbia system.\" The form clearly implies 
that if they choose Pristina 

Serbia. Baljosevic said the forms must be filled out and 
returned to the school or hospital directors 

forward them to the municipal officials responsible for 
salary payments. 


7. (SBU) Livingston said that municipal signs on schools in 
upper Rahovec and Velika Hoca 
Rahovec municipality 
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8. (SBU) Permanent secretary to the Kosovo ministry of 
education Fehmi Ismajli told PoIFSN on March 28 that the 
ministry received a letter from Kosovo Serb teachers in 

Obilic municipality asking that the ministry stop paying them 
\"UNMIK salaries.\" Ismajli said that the ministry wants Kosovo 
Serbs employed in the public sector to continue to work 

he added that the government cannot compete" with the 
enormous pressure exerted by the CCK on Kosovo Serbs. 


9. (SBU) Mitrovica regional CCK coordinator Momir Kasalovic 
told PoIFSN that he and the other four regional CCK 
coordinators expect to meet with Raskovic-lvic to discuss the 
difficult logistics of further implementation of the CCK 

order. He said that he expects that Kosovo Serbs will be 
turning to local CCK officials for advice on how best to 
implement the request logistically. Kasalovic said that 

ethnic Serb public employees should receive only one salary 
and must choose to receive it either from Kosovo or Serbia. 


SERBS FEAR LOSS OF BENEFITS OR BLACKLISTING 


10. (SBU) CCK\'s Baljosevic said that he warned Raskovic-Ivic 
that this plan will be difficult to implement because \"Kosovo 
Serbs south of the Ibar River live among Albanians and depend 
on them 

He said that many Kosovo Serbs fear that they might lose 

their right to Serbian pensions if they do not choose to 

receive Serbian salaries. 


11. (SBU) A Kosovo Serb teacher from an enclave near 
Gracanica told PolOff that her school director made it clear 
that teachers will lose their jobs if they do not provide 

proof that they have closed their Kosovo bank account. She 
said that one of her colleagues quickly borrowed money from 
friends to pay off a loan to the bank in order to be able to 
close her account on March 29. The Serb teacher said that 
Kosovo Serbs also fear that if they choose Pristina salaries 
they could be black-listed and unable to obtain employment in 
Serbia in the future. 


12. (SBU) In an indication that the CCK edict may move 
beyond the health and education sectors 

added that two young Serb neighbors - one who works at the 
Pristina airport and one who works for the returns ministry - 
were told by the CCK that they will lose their social 
assistance payments from the Serbian government if they do 
not quit their jobs. She said that despite the fact that 

their salaries are higher than the 65 euro a month assistance 
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payments (for Kosovo Serbs who worked at the Obilic mines 
before the war) 
also fear being black-listed. 


DESPITE EXEMPTION FOR THE NORTH 


13. (SBU) Baljosevic said the CCK order does not apply to 
the three northern Serb-majority municipalities (Leposavic 
Zubin Potok and Zvecan) or north Mitrovica 

areas have \"legitimate\" elected Serbs serving as municipal 
leaders who are recognized by both local Serbs and UNMIK. 
Therefore 

Mitrovica run by hard-line EO-listed Serb National Council 
(SNC) Mitrovica chief Milan Ivanovic (Ref B). 


14. (SBU) While not being forced by the CCK to choose 
Kosovo Serbs in the north are refusing their Kosovo salaries 
anyway. Head of OSCE Mitrovica Region Alastair Livingston 
told PolOff that 285 school employees in Leposavic 
municipality in northern Kosovo have signed and submitted 
letters to UNMIK asking to be removed from Kosovo payrolls. 


BELGRADE ALSO PENALIZING SOME NON-SERB MINORITIES 


15. (SBU) Livingston said that an emissary from the Serbian 
ministry of education went to Dragas/Dragash municipality to 
encourage employees at Gorani and Bosniak schools operating 
under the Serbian parallel system to choose Serbian salaries. 
Gorani community teacher and activist Abdi Alija told PoIFSN 
on March 30 that 200 Gorani employees at such schools have 
chosen to continue to receive their Serbian salaries and 

reject their KCB salaries. He said that the employees felt 
they had no choice 

also entail other benefits including pensions 

allowances and health insurance. 


16. (SBU) There are some 1500 Serbian-speaking Gorani living 
in the mountainous Dragas municipality in southern Kosovo. 
The Gorani community there is the only non-Serb community in 
Kosovo with its own CCK representative. Gorani are seen as 
closely aligned to Serbs and Serbian-run parallel 

institutions 

allowed to study in Serbian language with a Belgrade-based 
curriculum. Gorani traditionally send their children on to 
universities in Serbia 

studied under the UNMIK/Kosovo Albanian curriculum (Ref C). 
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17. (SBU) Dragas deputy mayor Sabidin Cufta told PolFSN on 
March 28 Bosniak and Gorani municipal leaders met with the 
local population and urged people not to choose the Serbian 
salaries 

distance themselves from any workers who choose Serbia. He 
said that the local leaders now fear Y Albanian vengeance\" and 
don\'t want to be labeled \"Serb collaborators.\" 


CCK MOTIVATED BY VIENNA TALKS 


18. (SBU) Baljosevic said he expects more Kosovo Serbs to 
give up their salaries because \"Sanda told them Albanians 
have been waving in Vienna a list of Serb employees paid by 
the KCB as a main argument to show that Serbs will not leave 
Kosovo and will accept Kosovo\'s independence.8 


SLKM AND UMIK URGE SERBS TO IGNORE THE ORDER 


19. (SBU) Immediately after the statement by Raskovic-Ivic 
moderate SLKM politician Oliver Ivanovic spoke out against 
the move by the CCK 

to the PISG would further isolate Kosovo Serbs. He said it 
will only encourage Kosovo Serbs to leave Kosovo 

since many of them only stay here because they get double 
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salaries. Ivanovic said Kosovo Serbs need to integrate into 
Kosovo 


20. (SBU) On March 28 SRSG Soren Jessen-Petersen issued a 
press release 

salaries from the KCB for the work they are doing.W He said 
financing is one of the issues being discussed in status 
negotiations 

unilateral measures." Prime Minister Ceku also urged Kosovo 
Serbs to continue to receive their Kosovo salaries. 


COMMENT 


21. (SBU) COMMENT. The recent move to force Kosovo Serbs to 
choose between salary payments from Serbia or Kosovo shows 
just how out of touch the CCK is with the real situation on 

the ground for Kosovo Serbs. Many of those Serbs rely on 

both salaries to feed their families in an already dire 

economic environment 
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even together) serves as a living wage for Kosovo Serbs who 
generally lack Diaspora funds available to many Kosovo 
Albanians. However 

worried about their future in Kosovo that they are willing to 
take this drastic step 

immediate self interest 

for a possible move to Serbia in the future. The CCK 
initiative may also amount to a not-so-subtle attempt to 
consolidate control over Kosovo Serbs and Serb-inhabited 
areas. END COMMENT. 


22. (U) Post clears this message in its entirety for 
release to Special Envoy Ahtisaari. 
GOLDBERG 
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tons\" of oil 

laundering in at least three countries. According to the 
file 

through banks in Jordan and Dubai and receiving a $6 per 
barrel discount. Their intermediaries included Iraqi citizen 
Amer Obaid (spelling uncertain) and a Lebanese citizen known 
as Ismael. Aside from oil imported under the OFF rules 
false certificates of origin 

were used to skirt embargo limits. Iraqi oil found its way 
to Hungary 

through banks in the Bahamas 

to the dossier 

coordinate gulf imports 

pressure from British and American officials. 


4. (C) While Nastasiu did not share specifics 
Patriciu and Hayssam were also suspected of involvement in 
weapons smuggling in connection with Iraqi oil imports. 


5. (C) Comment: The Rompetrol case (see Reftels Band C) is 
an ongoing national drama that combines intrigue 

drama and serious allegations of corruption and wrongdoing. 

It is hard to assess the validity of these charges. Some 

allege that President Basescu is behind the various 
investigations directed against Patriciu 

longstanding political rival of the Romanian president and a 
close associate of PM Tariceanu. While Romanian government 
sources have asserted confidentially to Embassy since last 

fall that a criminal Hayssam-Patriciu link existed 

alleged link to the Oil for Food scandals is a new point of 
emphasis. End Comment. 

TAUBMAN 


58976 
STUDENTS AS FRANCE WAITS FOR CHIRAC\'S INTERVENTION IN 
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CONFRONTATION OVER CPE 


REF: A. (A) EMBASSY PARIS SIPRNET DAILY REPORT FOR MARCH 


91 
Β. (B) PARIS 2095 AND PREVIOUS 


1. (U) During the day of March 31 

school students who have mobilized against the Villepin 
government\'s First Employment Contract (CPE) (ref A) took in 
the news of President\'s Chirac\'s likely promolugation of the 
controversial law (ref Β). Some however 

of impromptu demonstrations and protest actions -- blocking 
traffic 

in cities throughout France 

students packed a few subway trains to the breaking point and 
sent riot police scurrying from one part of the city to 

another in an effort to keep up with the protean 

nature of this novel form of political activity. 


2. (U) One suburban rail line was blocked for a brief time 
and there was a cortege of few hundred students who marched 
from the Paris City Hall to the Bastille and staged a sit-in 
there. Another group of about a hundred and fifty students 
headed towards the Place de la Concorde near the Embassy 
were diverted by police into a nearby park. As of late 
afternoon local time March 31 

actions 

Dijon and Strasbourg. Nothing in current media reports and 
information from RSO police contacts indicates that these are 
more than minor and largely peaceful disturbances 

involving less that a few hundred students 


3. (U) The student associations and leftist \"student 
unions\" that purport to be leading the protest in France\'s 
university and high school systems 

March 31 

cities and towns throughout the country at 7:30 PM tonight -- 
half an hour before President Chirac is scheduled to address 
the nation on the next steps he plans to take in regard to 

the CPE controversy (ref A). It remains to be seen if the 
gatherings will draw large numbers of these \"pre-positioned\" 
protestors. In addition 

course of action advocated by the President will placate the 
restiveness of these students 

renewed impetus for protest activity of some kind. Police 
authorities 

large crowds 

call for \"mass gatherings.\" The impromptu protest actions 
that have taken place yesterday and today have been confined 
to students 
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Comment 

4. (U) The smaller protest actions by students that took 
place yesterday and today 

called for this evening 

students\' anti-CPE protest movement is largely held together 
by leaderless activity on internet blogs and SMS messaging 
nets. Police intelligence officials are well aware of this 
activity and try to monitor it. End Comment. 

Please visit Paris\' Classified Website at: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/paris/index.c fm 
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Organization worldwide\" (A/60/692). The process 

below in the President\'s statement 

Committee to review the report and the related report of the 
ACABA (A/60/735) and report back to the General Assembly on 
or before April 18. Reftel gives previous reporting on the 
impasse that was finally broken with this latest development. 


BEGIN TEXT. 


Following informal consultations | wish to inform the General 
Assembly that the report of the Secretary-General entitled 
\"Investing in the United Nations: for a stronger Organization 
worldwide" issued in document A/60/692 and Corr. 1 and the 
related report of the ACABA issued in document A/60/735 and 
Corr. 1 

3 April 2006 at 10 a.m. 


\"As you are aware these two reports have been issued under 
items 46: Integrated and coordinated implementation of and 
follow-up to the outcomes of the major UN conferences and 
summits in the economic 

Follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit. In 
addition to these items 

issued under the following items: 


118: United Nations reform: measures and proposals 


122: Review of the efficiency of the administrative and 
financial functioning of the United Nations 


124: Programme budget for the biennium 2006-2007 


128: Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the 
expenses of the United Nations 
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129: Human resources management 


136: Administrative and budgetary aspects of the financing of 
the United Nations peacekeeping operations\". 


VI invite the Chairman and the Bureau of the Fifth Committee 
to work out a programme of work for the consideration of 
these reports." 


VI expect the Fifth Committee to conclude its consideration 
and submit its report on this matter 

at the latest by 18 April 2006 

Secretariat to prepare a comprehensive detailed report by May 


SIPDIS 
2006 for consideration by the Fifth Committee.\" 


VI shall request the Secretary-General to facilitate the 
process by ensuring the provision of the necessary conference 
services for the Fifth Committee.\" 


| shall remain seized of the matter.\" 
\"The meeting is adjourned.\" 

END TEXT. 

WOLFF 
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carbon sequestration and \"adaptations\" meaning efforts 
to reduce 

impacts that result from climate change; 


The larger issue of GHG emission mitigations remains 
the responsibility of the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change and the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change; 


World Heritage Sites should monitor climate change 
impacts and coordinate those efforts on a thematic as 
well as regional basis; 


Site managers should conduct monitoring and research on 
climate change impacts to World Heritage Sites; 


Site managers should carry out activities that will 
facilitate the adaptation of a site to climate change 
impacts; 
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Site managers and the World Heritage Centre should 
closely coordinate all these efforts with other 
conservation conventions and organizations; 


Site managers and State parties should share all 
information with the World Heritage Center and UNESCO 
which would serve as the clearinghouse for climate 
change impacts and adaptations information; and 


UNESCO and the World Heritage Centre should share 
climate change impact information with the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change to inform their policy making 
process on mitigations and adaptations. 


6. Before the meeting opened 

contacts said that she and her colleagues were striving 
to ensure a \"low profile\" for these proceedings to 
ensure that they remained at a technical level. The 
consensus at which the experts arrived will not be made 
public until six weeks before the Vilnius meeting 

along with all the other documents for the meeting. 
Members of Permanent delegations that did not have 
experts participating were told that the Meeting was 
\"closed\". However 

Division of the Natural Sciences Sector seized upon the 
opportunity afforded by the World Heritage meeting on 
Climate Change to organize a meeting on Bio-Carbon 
Sequestration immediately preceding the WHC meeting 
inviting many of the same participants. The carbon 
meeting 

Natura 

efforts to address the potential reduction of 

biological sources of green house gas (GHG) emissions 
by reducing deforestation 

sequestration of carbon 

with the private sector. This meeting -- not organized 
under any specific delegation of authority 

the authority to set official policy for any 

organization -- issued no communique. 


Ambassadors Meet to Prepare Vilnius Agenda 


7. On March 23 

of Permanent Delegates to prepare for the Vilnius 
Meeting. In discussing the agenda 

succeeded in convincing the other participants that the 
time allotted to discussion of the administration and 
financing of the World Heritage Center should be 
expanded considerably. The U.S also argued that the 
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issues of universal value and geographical distribution 
should be discussed before the Committee decides which 
new sites should be inscribed on the World Heritage 

List. This suggestion was not accepted 

permanent delegates argued that high-level 
representatives of their countries - who plan to attend 

the meeting to press for their sites\' inclusion -- have 
already made travel plans based on the agenda as 
currently configured. 


8. Much of discussion was devoted to the potentially 
negative impact of a proposed oil pipeline that would 

be built near Lake Baikal 

World Heritage List in 1996. The current Chairperson 
of the World Heritage Committee 

Lithuanian Ambassador to UNESCO) 

meeting that she had written a letter to Russian 
President Putin protesting these plans; she said that 
she had asked UNESCO DG Matsuura to write a similar 
letter 

so. Amb. Marciulionyte also evoked the possibility of 
holding an extraordinary session of the World Heritage 
Committee to discuss this issue - which would probably 
take place sometime after the July 2006 World Heritage 
Committee in Vilnius - given the complexity of the 
issues involved. She stressed 

of the Russian plan did not want to block the pipeline 
but change its routing to avoid any potential harm to 
Lake Baikal. 

Oliver 
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on agriculture in the Doha Development Round 
negotiations. FAS Paris contacts echoed these 
remarks and said that offered U.S. reforms were 
not \"sufficient\". GOF officials will continue to 
highlight their hard-line stance 

particularly 

the Government is facing. End Summary 


2. (SBU) Both Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin 
and Agricultural Minister Dominique Bussereau 
delivered keynote speeches at the annual 
conference of FNSEA 

which was held in Metz on March 22-23. The WTO 
negotiations were among the first topics mentioned 
in both their speeches in which they essentially 
asserted that the EU had made its share of 
concessions and it was now up to other (e.g. the 
United States 

asserted that failure to reach an agreement would 
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be preferable to abad agreement. Following up on 
the conferences 

Alomar 

Bussereau 

Adviser to French President Jacques Chirac. 


3. (SBU) Just days before the London Ministerial 
France sent amemorandum to the European 
Commission 

AgMinisters 

the agricultural negotiations (see below). Both 
politicians and contacts met by FAS Paris insisted 
that the declaration of Hong Kong and the 
abolition of EU export subsidies by 2013 were 
agreed upon under the condition that EU trading 
partners would also abolish their export supports. 
Lejeune explicitly mentioned the U.S. food aid 
programs and export credits as important issues 
for France. When AgMinCouns cited reforms to these 
programs 

sufficient. In addition 

issue of State Trading Enterprises. 


4. (SBU) When asked about a possible EU TRQ offer 
on sensitive products 

Commission continued to withhold such information 
from the Member States. He also referred to a rift 
between EU farm and food industry interests 
emphasizing the need to deal with them separately 
using the issue of sugar as an example. 


5. (SBU) France continues to claim that the EU 
offer of October 28 is already beyond the 
negotiating mandate of the Commission and that it 
can not go any further. France explicitly links 

the agricultural market access issue to NAMA 
negotiations. Both Alomar and Lejeune blamed 
Brazil for blocking the negotiations. However 
during the discussion 

can claim significant advances on the NAMA issue 
it would be open to more flexibility on the 
agricultural side 

products. France does not want to be in a \"lose- 
lose\" position at the end of the negotiation 

which would be politically difficult to sell to 

the farm community and to the French public 

time close to the Presidential elections of May 
2007. As mentioned by Alomar 

Gl issue could also soften France\'s position on 
the other pillars. 
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6. (SBU) De Villepin also stressed that the EU 
has already reformed its internal farm support 
policy 

other trade partners 

States. Thus 

domestic support part of the Common Agricultural 
Policy. 


7. (SBU) France does not believe that any 
agreement could be reached before the summer of 
2006. Both Lejeune and Alomar indicated that less 
developed countries are beginning to develop the 
point of view that a WTO trade deal will not 

benefit their economies while powers such as 
Brazil 

beneficiaries. To support this assertion 

cited recent studies by the World Bank. French 
agricultural leaders are closely observing the 
political situation in the United States 

have expressed concerns that the upcoming mid-term 
US Congress elections and the end of the Fast 
track authority could jeopardize any trade 
agreement. They also question whether the 
political will exists to meaningfully reform the 

U.S. farm legislation. Finally 

stressed that bilateral agreements may compliment 
but not replace a multilateral agreement. But 
should the WTO negotiations fail 

push for more bilateral agreements. 


BEGIN MEMORANDUM 
8. French Memorandum to the Commission 


The WTO Ministerial Conference in Hong Kong 

the initiative of Europe 

market access to rich and emerging country markets 
for products from the least developed countries 
LDCs). But it did not at that stage rebalance the 
negotiations in favor of EU interests. Thanks to 

the Commission\'s determination and the support of 
Member-States 

nevertheless to obtain an acceptable result 
unanimously approved by the General Council. 
However 

concessions the EU has made on agriculture 

now entitled to expect our partners to come some 
way towards us. 


A precise timetable was laid down in Hong Kong for 
completing negotiations in 2006. Consequently 


Column 3 

with a view to forthcoming events 

ministers who have signed this memorandum 
inform you of our expectations and concerns with 
respect to a number of negotiating points. 


A. The comparison between Non-Agricultural Market 
Access (NAMA) and agricultural market access must 
not disregard the concessions the EU has already 
made in other parts of the agriculture 

negotiations. 


Paragraph 24 of the Hong Kong Ministerial 
Declaration instructs negotiators to ensure that 
there is a \"comparably high level of ambition in 
market access for Agriculture and NAMA.\" This 
paragraph naturally cannot affect the basic 
principle of the negotiation 

\"single undertaking\". The EU\'s other offensive 
issues must naturally be considered 

on services. 


However 

comparison between agriculture and NAMA is by its 
very nature biased: comparing only the two market 
access negotiations means ignoring the substantial 
concessions the EU has made on the other two 
pillars of the agriculture negotiations 

support and export competition. In addition 
comparison only makes sense if it addresses the 
actual additional market access opened up by 
negotiations. 

Furthermore 

on industrial products began 50 years ago; 
agriculture cannot be required to \"catch up\" with 
50 years of industrial liberalization in a single 
round. For these reasons we are asking you to be 
particularly vigilant on this topic and to point 

out to our partners the concessions the EU has 
already made in reforming the CAP in 2003 and 
agreeing to eliminate its export subsidies. These 
concessions need to be taken properly into account 
when any comparison is made between the 
contributions put on the table by the various 

sides. 


A. On the export subsidy issue 
eliminating restitution payments are of crucial 
importance. 


At the Hong Kong Conference 
Declaration was unanimously adopted by the General 
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Council. This was made possible by the guarantee 
the Member-States were given that the modalities 

for eliminating restitution payments would apply 

to restitution value ceilings. This is a key point 

to ensure that restitution payments are eliminated 

at a rate our farmers can cope with 

the CAP as reformed in 2003. 


We wish to stress the crucial importance we place 
on the political agreement reached at the General 
Council meeting in Hong Kong on 18 December and 
the negotiation of modalities for eliminating 
restitution payments in line with that agreement 
which involves elimination occurring on the basis 

of value. If any substantial concession is due to 

be made in this area by the end of 2010 

definitely involve an undertaking on value 
expressed in overall terms. 


C. Parallel elimination must be obtained from our 
partners. 


In terms of \"parallelism\" 

were approved in the July 2004 Framework Agreement 
and in Hong Kong. Now these principles need to be 
translated into binding practical disciplines 

since the Hong Kong Declaration includes the 
possibility for the EU not to confirm the 2013 

date for eliminating restitution payments until 

the disciplines for parallel elimination are 

finally announced. 


This topic is all the more important since 

available economic studies show that if the EU 
were alone in dismantling its export subsidies 
would suffer considerable prejudice 

WTO Members using other forms of export subsidy 
would gain an advantage from the EUVs withdrawal 
from world markets. 


D. On market access and on domestic support 
room for maneuver is exhausted. 


The 28 October 2005 proposal exhausted - perhaps 
exceeded - all the room for maneuver we had. We 
then remain deeply concerned about the 
consequences this agriculture proposal may involve 
in Member-States 

when the Lisbon Agenda has made job creation a 
fundamental objective for the EU. 
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On market access 

attention to the number and treatment of sensitive 
products contained in these proposals 

cannot under any circumstances be reduced. It is 
also necessary to strongly emphasize the need to 
maintain specific systems created in the Uruguay 
round like the Special Safeguard Clause and entry 
prices. 


On domestic support 

exhausted on amber box. Moreover 

attention to the fact that the review and 

clarification procedure 

criteria will need to ensure that the basic 

concepts 

remain. Similarly 

criteria 

could undermine the future of the reformed CAP. We 
also note that the conditions accompanying this 
proposal have not been fulfilled. Although the 28 
October proposal offers substantial effective 
access to the European agricultural market 

has not received from the major emerging countries 
any proposal ensuring effective access to either 
their industrial or their service markets. If this 
continues with NAMA and services 

consequences will need to be drawn for 

agriculture. Conversely 

contained in the 28 October proposal were to be 
fulfilled 

negotiations 

illogical 

agriculture; otherwise this would merely unbalance 
the negotiations again. In this connection 

have carefully noted the assurances you have given 
us that the simulation exercise currently underway 
in Geneva 

unacceptable negotiating result 

binding for the European Union. 


F. Substantial progress must be made on issues of 
interest for the EU 


We recall the particular importance of the 
question of geographical indications for which the 
EU should get a concrete result. Furthermore 
trade concerns have to be part of the final result 
of the negotiation. Substantial progress must be 
made on these issues 

important that they advance at the same speed as 
the rest of the agriculture negotiations. 
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END MEMORANDUM 
Stapleton 
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high-level connections. (Bio Note: Boidevaix served as 
then-PM Chirac\'s diplomatic advisor in the mid-1970\'s -- 
during which Chirac first met with Saddam -- and went on to 
serve as French Ambassador to India and Germany 
A/S-equivalent 

position in the MFA. Merimee served as French Ambassador to 
the UN from 1991 to 1995 

India 

serving as a special advisor to UNSYG Kofi Annan.) According 
to IIC reports 

6 million barrels of Iraqi oil between 1996 and 2003 (during 

the period he was an advisor to SYG Annan) 

used to buy a house in Morocco. Meanwhile 

Boidevaix of receiving allocations for some 32 million 

barrels of Iraqi oil 

\"Vittol-France 

Merimee and Boidevaix allegations 

the creation of a new MFA \"ethics committee\" to oversee both 
current and retired diplomats; despite calls in the French 

media for rescinding Merimee and Boidevaix\'s Wambassador for 
life\" titles 

against them to date. 


3. (C) In a late January meeting with poloffs (ref C) 
Courroye sought U.S. assistance in facilitating interviews of 
high-level former Iraqi regime officials 

Hussein and Tariq Aziz. Courroye described such testimony as 
crucial to his investigation of OFF-related corruption 
particularly with respect to former Interior Minister Pasqua. 
On March 31 

reported that Courroye will go to Baghdad to pursue his 
investigation 

French embassy 

VLe Figaro" report 

days 


interviewing former regim officials. (Comment: We will seek 
confirmation from Courroye on his planned Baghdad trip; post 
also appreciates Embassy Baghdad\'s efforts (ref B) to help 
facilitate CourrouyeVs request for access to former regime 
officials. End Comment.) 


Please visit ParisY Classified Website at: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/paris/index.c fm 
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provide a capital injection. He has offered to mediate 
between company workers and executives 

seems disposed to make concessions. For all concerned 
GOB officials to Lloyd employees at all levels 

is grim. End comment. 

GREENLEE 
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that the people who signed them have been manipulated. 


6. He went on to say that the US is recruiting and paying 
mercenaries in Cuba 

legitimate government 

committed crimes against the state supported by the CIA and 
the US Interests Section in Havana. Gonzalez-Pardo ended 
his 45-minute tirade by asking the chairman to drop all 

these cases from the committee\'s agenda. The silence of the 
committee members following the Cuban\'s intervention was 
also notable 

dignify the Cuban\'s remarks by asking questions of him. 
After a break 

took her seat to make the following statement. 


7. Begin quote. Thank you Mr. Chairman. It is regrettable 
and unfortunate that a committee intended to be a \'good 
offices committee to push for reconciliation and dialogue 
on communications involving human rights violations should 
have had its time abused this morning for over 45 minutes by 
vituperative language directed against my country. This is 
not the level of dignified discourse we expect at this 
committee. The United States does not believe that the 
irresponsible statements made this morning against us merit 
any substantive response. We would like to have this 
statement reflected in the permanent record. Thank you 
Chairman. End quote. 


8. After Ambassador OliverYs departure from the room 
representative from Ecuador 

told was formerly Ecuador\'s ambassador to France 

brief remarks strongly supporting Cuba. We were told later 
by Ecuador\'s regular representative that Cueva is a deputy 
at Ecuador\'s Ministry of Education and was present in Paris 
over the objection of the Foreign Ministry. We were told he 
was freelancing 

mention that he was under specific instructions to 
intervene. DCM Koss responded forcefully to Cueva 

that he regretted Cueva\'s statement 
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before the CR were about Cuba and human rights 
about the United States. 


9. Several representatives of other member states 
including Czech 

to the U.S. in regards to Cuba\'s surprising intervention. 
All of the cases were kept on the committee\'s agenda 
draft letter to the government of Cuba is being prepared 
which will note their representative\'s presence 

mention of his helpfulness or appreciation of the 
information he brought 

various representatives to the committee urged that the 
committee continue to work based on the good faith of its 
members and not fall into the trap of politicizing its 
deliberations. 


Oliver 
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with the Embassy and they promised the Ambassador to report 
any \"suspicious individuals\" transiting Nicaragua and seeking 
cover in their community. END SUMMARY. 


ISLAMIC COMMUNITY SMALL BUT WELL CONNECTED...AND INVOLVED | 
ALL SORTS OF ILLICIT ACTIVITIES 


3. (C) When Ambassador Mauggat paid a courtesy call on the 
Ambassador shortly after taking up his post in Managua 
earlier this year 

organizing a meeting with representatives of the local 
Islamic community. Mauggat subsequently provided a list of 
men to invite 

the Nicaraguan Islamic Cultural Center 

Musa Farhood 

Samara 

connected politically and are involved in both legitimate and 
illicit activities in Nicaragua 

Their illegal activities include money laundering 

smuggling of goods and people 

for Hamas and other possibly violent Palestinian 
organizations. 


4. (C) When the breakfast meeting started 
Mauggat stated that there are approximately 1500 people of 
Palestinian origin residing in Nicaragua. Some of these are 
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Christians whose ancestors arrived in the country in the 
early twentieth century and are fully integrated into 
Nicaraguan society. Most Muslim Palestinians arrived more 
recently 

here for thirty years or more. Some of the younger ones were 
born in Nicaragua. According to Ambassador Mauggat 
virtually all of these Palestinian Muslims are Sunni. (NOTE: 
Previous estimates suggested approximately 300 Muslims 
resident in Nicaragua 

certainly larger.) 


COMMUNITY BUILDING A NEW MOSQUE AND ISLAMIC SCHOOL 


5. (C) The Ambassador\'s guests reported that their Islamic 
cultural center possesses formal legal standing (\"Personeria 
Juridica\") approved by the National Assembly. Such legal 
standing is required for any church or other non-governmental 
organization to operate in Nicaragua and is routinely granted 

by the Assembly. The group has operated a mosque out of a 
converted private residence for many years 

reported that they are now constructing a new mosque and plan 
to establish an Islamic school to provide both religious 
instruction and teach Arabic to the children of community 
members. When the Ambassador asked about the mosque\'s Imam 
the local Islamic leaders stated that he is a 24-year old 
Jordanian recruited by the Nicaraguan Islamic cultural center 
and brought here with his wife. 


6. (C) While Nicaraguan law allows religious organizations 
with official legal standing to seek tax exonerations for 
expenses associated with their religious activities 

local Islamic leaders stated that they had not yet taken the 


bureaucratic steps to obtain such exoneration. The fact that 
the local Islamic business community 

same men 

its activities suggests that the group has seen no need for 
dealing with the GON bureaucracy to obtain official tax 
exempt status for religious activities when it already enjoys 
de facto tax immunity for everything. 


ISLAMIC REPRESENTATIVES PROCLAIM SELVES \"MODERATES\" AND 
PROMISE TO REPORT SUSPICIOUS INDIVIDUALS TRANSITING NICARAG 


7. (C) Ambassador Mauggat and the local Islamic community 
representatives proclaimed a desire for good relations and 
regular contact with the Embassy. They portrayed themselves 
and their community as \"moderates\" who enjoy good relations 
with the GON 
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society as a whole. They claimed that Palestinian Christians 
and Palestinian Muslims resident in Nicaragua enjoy close 
relations and participate regularly in one another\'s social 
activities. 


8. (C) The local Islamic representatives stated that their 
community is small enough that any outsider passing through 
Nicaragua and seeking cover or support in the local community 
would be detected immediately. Although several of the 
individuals present at the breakfast are active migrant 
smugglers 

suspicious or dangerous individuals pass through Nicaragua 
and come to their attention 

Nicaraguan police and the Embassy. 


CLOSE CONNECTIONS TO BOTH PLC AND FSLN LEADERS 


9. (C) Many of the most prominent members of the Islamic 
business community have developed close personal and business 
ties to leaders of both of the traditional political parties 

the Liberal Constitutional Party (PLC) and the Sandinistas 
(FSLN) 

having to register their businesses 

and exports inspected. Such connections also facilitate 

their migrant smuggling and other illicit activities. As 
businessmen 

have been in Nicaragua long enough to have bad memories of 
1980s FSLN economic mismanagement 

to the Ambassador that 

good relations and do business with the entire political 
spectrum. Some are known to have cultivated close ties with 
Lenin Cerna 

OrtegaWs chief political \"fixer.\" 


COMMENT 


10. (C) Ambassador Mauggat has only been in Nicaragua for a 
few months 

leadership role in the local Palestinian Muslim community 
and he seems to be living up to his reputation (reftel C) as 
a much more refined 

predecessor. Although all of the local Islamic leaders are 
involved to varying degrees in a wide variety of illegal 
activities 

the community 

useful. As the community grows 

Islamic school 

TRIVELLI 
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CLASSIFIED BY: Alfred Fonteneau 
of State. 
REASON: 1.4 (d) 


1. (U) This is a SET Najaf Cable. 


2. (C) SUMMARY. According to two independent sources 

30 

Ayatollah Al Sistani to discuss recent events and solicit the 
Ayatollah\'s advice. Sistani reportedly told Sadr that he had to 
remain peaceful and continue to help Iraqis 

displaced by sectarian violence. Sadr offered to provide 
security for important ShiVa sites throughout Iraq. Sistani 
declined the offer. END SUMMARY. 


3. (C) SET Najaf staff spoke with a contact working in Mugtada\'s 
retinue as well as a contact close to Ayatollah Fayyad (strictly 
protect both sources). SET Najaf\'s sources told us that on the 
evening of March 30 

Sistani 

requested the meeting earlier that day. 


5. (C) Reportedly 

on how best to respond to recent \"attacks\" on Sadrists in 
Baghdad and Najaf. Sistani told Sadr that he must remain in 
peace in order to serve Islam and Muslims.\" 


6. (C) Sadr reportedly offered protection for holy shrines and 
also for the assembled AyatollahsY homes. He stated that he 
could offer a level of protection greater than that of the Iraqi 
police or private security forces. According to SET NajafVs 
sources 

that the present level of security was adequate and there did 
not seem to be a present threat that would require a change. 


7. (C) Comment: It is no coincidence that Sadr would meet with 
the MarjayaVa at this point. There are numerous reports of Sadr 
moving \"forces\" into the province as part of the commemoration 
of the death of Mohammed. The recent conflicts between Mahdi 
militia and coalition forces have clearly gotten Sadr\'s 

attention. It is likely that he went to the Hawza for tacit 

unwitting approval of action against Coalition Forces. This 
suggests a scenario of Sadr loyalists becoming a regularized 
extra-governmental security force in Najaf province 

manning checkpoints (an effort already underway) and openly 
guarding large parts of Najaf city. If the Ayatollahs were to 
legitimize these \"forces\" 

elicit a violent response by Sadrist forces. It appears that 
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for the time being 

their reputation to Sadr\'s power consolidation tactics. End 
Comment 
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3. Carstens 

stated during the joint press conference that Uruguay\'s 
program with the IMF has been V'extremely successful" 
that the GOU \"has met all of its program targetsW. He 
highly praised the GOUYs economic management and made 
numerous positive 

are delighted to be associated with this administration\'s 
achievements\". In his closing remarks 

wanted to \"publicly congratulate the President 

Minister of the Economy 

their staff for their excellent job which 

pleasing us at the IMF 

Uruguayans.\" 
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no longer exists.\" 


-- Defense Intelligence Agency Senior Intelligence Officer 
James Danoy enumerated mechanisms available for bilateral 
intelligence sharing and offered to help Reykjavik \"plug in\" 
to the NATO intelligence structure. 


-- Brigadier General Richard Mills 

Plans and Operations 

contemporary mission and 

capabilities 

EUCOM to respond rapidly and decisively to threats to 
Iceland. 


-- Brigadier General Thomas Coon 

the Director 

discussed how the Air 

Force can support EUCOM and NATO in providing warfighting 
capabilities for Iceland appropriate to the changing 

strategic environment. 


-- Responding to Iceland 

Colonel Troy Edgell 

Security Cooperation Agency 

(SAR) procurement options via direct commercial sale and 
Foreign Military Sale as well as estimated Icelandic 
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requirements and costs. 


-- State Department Iceland Desk Officer John Maher reviewed 
the recent history and potential growth of U.S.-Iceland 
non-defense security 

cooperation. 


3. (C) At the conclusion of the 3/31 session 
Pekala presented a 32-point distillation of concrete offers 
of strengthened cooperation made by the briefers 


-- strategic intelligence partnership (including through 
Icelandic access to NATO intel networks; bilateral expert 


talks; joint intelligence assessments; intelligence officer 
training; and a formal bilateral intelligence exchange 
agreement); 


-- exercises 
air patrols from bases outside Iceland; 


-- Icelandic orientation visits to U.S. and NATO defense 
headquarters and installations; 


-- Icelandic participation in the Foreign Military Sales 
program to enable cost-effective procurement of SAR assets; 


-- non-military security training 
enforcement 

money laundering 

response 


-- enhanced Coast Guard exchanges and training 

partnering the U.S. Coast Guard\'s New England region with 
Iceland. (Note: This point amplified a presentation by U.S. 
Coast Guard Commandant ADM Thomas Collins 

Iceland Coast Guard Director Georg Larusson and Ministry of 
Justice Deputy Permanent Secretary Stefan Eiriksson at 
Keflavik March 28. End note.) 


4. (C) The Icelandic side was noncommittal on specific U.S. 
suggestions and made none of its own. lt did affirm its 
willingness to review an umbrella defense plan for Iceland 
that European Command expects to have ready by the end of 
April. Ambassador Albert Jonsson 

Minister for Foreign Affairs and chair of the Icelandic 
delegation 

readily understandable proposals that the GOI could put 
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forward to the Icelandic public as evidence that Washington 
continues to guarantee Iceland\'s security. He also requested 
that the U.S. provide 

meetings: 


-- a clear picture of the size and shape of the U.S. military 
footprint that will remain on the Agreed Area at the end of 
September (adding that some U.S. presence would be important 
both practically and politically); 


-- a timetable for bilateral discussions between now and the 
base closure; 


-- information on how the U.S. intends to maintain and 
monitor its military infrastructure on the Agreed Area after 
September 30; 


-- information on how the U.S. intends to carry out its 
responsibilities as host nation for the NATO infrastructure 
on the base; 


-- an answer as to whether the Navy special communications 
facility at Grindavik will remain. (The U.S. side responded 
that the tentative plan is to 

convert to a contractor-run facility.) 


5. (C) Icelandic MFA Defense Department Director Jon Egill 
Egilsson asked the U.S. to establish a mechanism for 
resolving base transition issues 

handover of facilities on the Agreed Area. The U.S. 
delegation promised responses to these Icelandic concerns at 
the next round of consultations. 


6. (C) Comment: Over the course of two days of discussion 
Jonsson went from complaints of Iceland 

U.S. to a more constructive acknowledgement that the U.S. 
takes its responsibilities for Iceland 

and is deliberately working through the issues of responding 
decisively and quickly to potential threats. This counts as 

a significant step forward insofar as it clears the air for 
discussion of specific ways in which the U.S. and Iceland can 
work together as modern strategic partners. That said 
Icelandic trust has been bruised 

collaborative atmosphere will depend on our ability to come 
through with a reassuring and detailed EUCOM plan. We will 
also have to keep the pressure on the Icelanders to become 
active partners in the areas of cooperation that the team 


outlined for them. Moreover 
underscore 
base closure issues - another challenge State and DOD must 
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come to grips with shortly. End comment. 
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on recordW in Trinidad and Tobago with 42 murders in 26 
days 

If murders continue at this rate 

Trinbagonians will be murdered by the end of the year 
compared to 384 in 2005 

for any one year. T&T law enforcement officials 
continue to meet to develop strategies for catching and 
prosecuting the criminals 

intense media coverage. 


3. (U) Largely 

neighborhoods around Port of Spain: Laventille 
Morvant and Diego Martin. Since colonial times 
Laventille 

Spain 

makes its own rules and is a perpetual source of crime. 
Morvant 

than average concentration of crime. Now 

are spreading to Diego Martin (west and north of Port 
of Spain) 

seems that criminals are migrating into Diego Martin to 
hide out 


4. (SBU) Assistant Commissioner of Police (ACP) for 
Operations 

gangs and drugs as the root cause of the high murder 
rate. ACP Cooper speculates that many of the murders 
are essentially retaliation and jockeying for position 

after a gang leader gets killed. He asserts that the 
government\'s controversial Unemployment Relief Program 
(URP) funds drug purchases by providing otherwise 
unemployed persons with salaries for 10-day shifts 
doing public works. Further 

of the murders occur because of \"employment turf wars 
or fights over who works where for whom 

suspicion on URP foremen and work group leaders. A 
higher-than-average proportion of murder victims had 
some affiliation with the URP. 


5. (SBU) The third point of this deadly triangle 
guns 
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the guns are smuggled in via nearby Venezuela. 
Trinidad\'s numerous small bays and coves provide 
excellent cover for criminals who wish to import 
contraband into the country. It is widely believed 
that the gun trade comes along with the narcotics 
trafficking; the country is flush with small arms. 


6. (U) Many Trinbagonians distrust the police. Some 
fear retaliation if they call the police to report a 

crime. The police force has a history of being non- 
responsive to calls for assistance and a reputation for 
being on the take. Although it seems to be a positive 
sign 

being brought up on charges for criminal activity as 
reason not to trust them. Additionally 

career is widely seen as a \"fall back\" career 

nearly nobody enters as a first choice. As such 

force is perceived to lack a certain professionalism. 
Since people do not trust the police force 

report crimes to them. This hampers investigations 
especially since most criminal cases are prosecuted 
based on eyewitness testimony; Trinbagonian 


PORT OF SP 00000406 002 OF 002 


jurisprudence makes it difficult to introduce other 
forms of evidence 


7. (SBU) ACP Cooper and other law enforcement agents 
argue that they are doing their best 

from the community. They also point to the need for 

more up-to-date training and better equipment. Deputy 
Commissioner of Police Glen Roach has mentioned public 
relations training so that the police force can burnish 

its image and regain the public\'s trust. 


8. (SBU) COMMENT: Most Trinbagonians now speculate 
not about if 

The public perception of the police force is part of 

the problem. Reformers at the top receive no credit 

for their work 

fast enough to stem the rising criminal tide. This 
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feeds a cycle in which the police force cannot keep up 
with the criminals 

and the population gets more and more disillusioned 
with the police. The Government of Trinidad and Tobago 
has turned to technology and outside consultants to 
bolster the police force and law enforcement agencies 
which seem to be overwhelmed by the upsurge in crime. 
It seems that so far 

providing basic training in police work. We are 
attempting to rectify with our meager law enforcement 
and counter narcotics assistance by providing training 
opportunities 

canine training academy and basic crime scene 
investigation and anti-kidnapping training as well as 
conducting joint exercises with counter narcotics 
agencies. END COMMENT. 
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production 

March 29. The following evening 
the diplomatic community. 


3. (U) The law affects all current participation contracts in 
the hydrocarbon sector as well as all future contracts. 
Under the new law 

60/40 basis in favor of the state all oil revenues in excess 
of the Ecuadorian crude oil price when the contract was 
enacted and the current crude oil price. For instance 
average oil price when the participation contracts were 
entered into in the 1990s was $15/barrel. In 2005 
average Ecuadorian crude oil price was $45/barrel. Thus 
the average case 

an additional $18/barrel to the state. There is an inflation 
price adjustment 

of the law has been sent to WHA/AND. 


4. (U) Borja told the diplomatic corps March 30 that when the 
private oil contracts were negotiated or renegotiated in the 
1990s the average price for Ecuadorian crude oil was about 
$15 abarrel. The parties thus voluntarily entered into the 
contracts with certain understandings about those economic 
conditions. He argued that current high Ecuadorian crude oil 
prices (about $45 on average in 2005) upset the &economic 
equilibrium8 that the parties had when the contracts were 
first negotiated and that equilibrium had to be 

re-established through reallocation of the participation 
percentage the state would receive. He argued 

that requiring the oil companies with participation contracts 


Column 3 

to share on a 60/40 basis in the state 

above the Ecuadorian crude oil price at the time of the 
original contract did not in any way change the terms of the 
contract 

existed at the time of the contract. 


Changes Made By Congress Being Studied 


5. (U) The law passed by Congress differed from the law 
proposed by Borja and the Palacio Administration. The 
Administration wanted a 50/50 split on excess oil revenues. 
It also expressly excluded marginal field operators from the 
greater participation requirement. In addition 

proposed that the law should be enforced retroactively. 
However 

and mentions only participation contracts without distinction 
of whether those would include participation contracts in 
marginal fields 

application provision. 


6. (U) Borja agreed with another Ambassador at the March 30 
meeting that he was concerned about the regulations that 
would implement the new law because of ambiguities 
marginal fields issue. The Administration is studying the 
effects of those changes and what needs to be done to clarify 
any ambiguity regarding the marginal fields. Borja claims 

that the companies had a profit margin of 19-23% under the 
original contract terms. Currently 

companies 

Under the new 50/50 version of the Hydrocarbon Law 

the private companies would still have an 80-90% profit 
margin. The Administration was studying the changes made by 
the Congress and would decide its course within the 10 days 
the Executive has to sign or veto the law 

Presidential Advisor Jose Modesto Apolo confirmed in a 
television interview that a partial veto to exempt marginal 
fields from the new terms was a possibility 

at least some of the details of the law could still be in 

play. 


Whatever Happened to Negotiations? 


7. (SBU) The Ambassador asked Borja why the GOE had 
apparently abandoned its plan to use the French consultants 
the GOE had hired to analyze current oil contracts and advise 
the GOE on contract revisions through negotiation. Borja 
claimed that they had waited seven months and received no 
response from private oil companies. (Note: The consultants 
only recently arrived in Ecuador and their report was not due 
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until mid-April. End note.) The Ambassador added that U.S. 
companies had already stated their willingness to renegotiate 
their contracts. (Note: Occidental Petroleum has already 
offered to renegotiate its contract to settle its dispute 

with the GOE 

End note.) Both Carrion and Borja expressed &great 
surprise8 at this offer. The Spanish Ambassador commented 
that a company from his country was also waiting for a 
response from the Ministry of Energy regarding renegotiation 
discussions. 


BIT Violation 


8. (U) Despite Borja 

Ambassador noted that other legal experts have said that the 
new law violates the Ecuadorian Constitution and the 
U.S.-Ecuadorian Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT). Borja 
responded that they had checked with their lawyers and 
outside consultants who assured them that the law did not 
violate either the Constitution or any BIT. He reasserted 

that the law did not change the oil contracts and only 
changed the economic equilibrium. 


Many Opposed to the Law 


9. (U) The Association of the Hydrocarbon Industry 

Province of Pichincha 

Congressional Block (the Social Christian Party) 

companies 

Collectively 

eight different provisions of the Ecuadorian Constitution 
number of Bilateral Investment Treaties (BIT) and several 
provisions of Ecuadorian law. Constitutional scholar Hernan 
Perez Loose wrote that when Argentina passed a similar law it 
faced 40 international legal actions and ended up paying $17 
million. Occidental Petroleum (Oxy) said that if the law is 
enacted Oxy would withdraw its $1 billion plus offer to 

settle its pending dispute with the GOE. 


10. (SBU) USTR considered suspending the FTA negotiations. 
Several European nations expressed their concern to the 
Ecuadorian Congress and President Palacio. 

Law Punishes Most Productive Segment of the Sector 


11. (U) Private oil companies 

reserves 

Ecuador. According to industry sources 

fails to consider the fact that some of the new wells 
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conceived and in production were marginal prospects that were 
developed because of the high price environment. Changing 
the economic conditions of the contracts might make such 
projects less economically viable. Therefore 

have the perverse effect of reducing oil production. 


12. (SBU) State-owned oil company PetroEcuador 

has been on a general decline for a decade. Its notorious 
inefficiency and corruption are reportedly responsible for 
hundreds of millions of dollars in lost revenue to the state 
on an annual basis. The industry regulator 

Directorate of Hydrocarbons (DNH) allegedly arbitrarily 
refuses to grant production permits 

company to shut-in production of about 10 

costing the company and the GOE hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in lost revenue each day. Thus 

should focus on the state-controlled segment of the oil 
sector if it wants to achieve constant and sustainable new 
revenue. 


Palacio Convinced on Law 


13. (C) The Ambassador spoke with President Palacio on March 
31. He took Diego BorjaWs argument hook 

that the new law did not change the current contracts. He 

also does not think it violates our BIT. Palacio said that 

he is willing to negotiate with the oil companies 

individually 

for those discussions. The Ambassador explained that it was 
our view that the proposed law 

BIT and put at great risk Ecuador\'s FTA with the USG. She 
suggested that he could use the changes made by the Congress 
as an excuse to fully veto the bill and gather the private 

oil companies together to publicly announce that they would 
begin negotiations and thereby accomplish the purpose of the 
law 

such a course would be politically difficult 

reject it as impossible. 


14. (C) After the Ambassador spoke with Palacio 

with Ecuador\'s Ambassador to Washington 

explained the same plan to him. Gallegos said that he and 
Trade Minister Illingworth were extremely frustrated about 
the proposed hydrocarbon law. They did not believe the 
outside legal advice that they had been given that the law 
did not violate the Ecuadorian Constitution or international 
agreements 

to Foreign Minister Carrion to have him tell Palacio about 
the negative international implications 

sign the bill into law. 
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Comment 


15. (SBU) Again 

proposed a law that was opposed even by its own Ministry of 
Energy and PetroEcuador. In the quest for quick revenue 
ignored the legal challenges that it should have known it 
would face. Congress passed a different version of the law 
than that first proposed by the Administration. This would 
give Palacio the opportunity to veto the law and allow the 
GOE and the private companies to negotiate contract 
revisions 


16. (C) There is a chance that Palacio might be convinced to 
take advantage of the changes made by the Congress and veto 
the law. We are hopeful that interventions by the 
Ambassador 

but that is by no means assured. Palacio still does not 
understand how this proposed law violates current oil 
contracts with private companies 

about the controversy the law has stirred. Both sides could 
declare victory 

extracting a very public commitment from the oil companies to 
start contract renegotiation discussions. The GOE would 
likely get a larger share of oil revenues and the private 
companies will be able to negotiate new terms based on the 
economics of their individual blocks. It could also 

resurrect the Oxy settlement offer. If the GOE was wise 

could take credit for resolving that issue too; though 
Administration would also receive more than its share of 
criticism from anti-Oxy groups. 


17. (C) It is also very possible that Borja would leave the 
GOE if that were to occur 

responsible Minister of Economy 

election year as best he could. Borja is the third Economy 
Minister in Palacio 

Administration could probably weather yet another change of 
ministers. Besides 

support of it) that created this latest fiasco for the 
Administration. 

JEWELL 
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2005. This program intends to distribute between 500 
and 1 million low-cost laptops to poor children in 
Argentina. Another Ministry of Education plan launched in 
2005 intends to distribute 100 

schools. The GOA also partly revived a plan to establish 
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Community Technological Centers (CTCs) after abandoning it 
during the recession of 1999-2002. There are now 1 

in Argentina. A lack of funding and training hampers these 
programs 

Telework Association and the director of projects for the 
educ.ar program. An estimated 71 percent of Argentine 
educators have never used the Internet 

of Argentine Internet users regularly access the Internet 
from an educational institution. By contrast 

Internet users go online in cybercafs 

at home 

more than one mode of Internet access. 


10. (U) Private companies are also sponsoring programs to 
bridge the digital divide. The \"My PC Program 

funded by 40 mostly Argentine firms 

the digital divide by providing low-cost PCs to the nation\'s 
poor. Seven of the eight largest supporters are U.S. firms 
including Intel 

South Korean. The program sold more than 20 
approximately USD 800 per unit in April 2005. Other 
programs 
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Microsoft\'s \"Alliance for Education Program!" are also 
bringing Internet access to the nation\'s poor. 


11. (U) Strong competition in both the hardware and 
software sectors is driving prices down. The hardware 
market in Argentina is extremely competitive and offers low 
profit margins. The number of PC manufacturers with sales 
and service networks in Argentina has increased from four to 
17 in recent years. The software market is also 

competitive. Linux is popular in Argentina due to its low 

cost 

least some of their computers. Microsoft released a Spanish- 
language Windows XP \"starter edition" to compete with Linux 
further reducing the cost of a new Internet-ready PC. The 
impact of this competition is clear. Sales of PCs for home 
use increased 93 percent to reach over one million units in 
2005. 


12. (U) The results of GOA programs to bridge the digital 
divide have so far been disappointing. The private sector 
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will likely prove more successful in this area. End 
Comment. 


13. (U) To see more Buenos Aires reporting 
classified website at: 
http://www .state.sgov.gov/p/wha/buenosaires 
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areas of bilateral cooperation 

African countries and expansion of ethanol markets (given the 
increased interest in the United States in renewable fuels). 


Doha Negotiations 


4. (SBU) Senator Grassley pointed out that timing for completion of 
the Doha Round is very tight given expiration of Trade Promotion 
Authority (TPA) in mid-2007 

appear inclined to extend TPA. He emphasized the importance of the 
April deadline for decisions on full modalities for agriculture and 
NAMA. On the substance of the negotiations 

is willing to trade subsidies for market access and that the U.S. 
should get credit for its good faith effort within its existing 
agricultural offer. Now is not the time for the U.S. to make a new 
offer 

that U.S. farm programs would look s they had in the past. 
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5. (SBU) Amorim agreed that time was short for the Doha 

negotiations. He portrayed the Hong Kong Ministerial as an 

important step in the process as was WTO Director General Lamy\'s end 
of April deadline 

movement in services and suggested there should be an outline of a 
final deal by the beginning of July. To reach a final deal 

sketched out the major contributions necessary by the main actors: 

EU would have to give on market access 

(rules); the U.S. on domestic support; and Brazil would offer 
\"something\" on NAMA and services. 


6. (SBU) Amorim declined to provide greater specificity on the 
\"something\" to be offered in NAMA and services 

proposed legislation pending in the Brazilian congress would make it 
easier for Brazil to improve its offer in mode 3 for services. In 
response to a question by Representative English 

while the Doha negotiations on rules were very important 
specifically zeroing and de minimis provisions within antidumping 
proceedings 

deal-breaker. 
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7. (SBU) Extension of TPA was possible 

acknowledged that it couldn\'t be counted on. Consistent with public 
statements 

\"important\" but \"not sufficient 

elimination of all subsidies 

elimination would not be possible without improved market access. 
While the U.S. offer is not enough 

work quietly through negotiation rather than through litigation 
arguing that if Brazil and the United States couldn\'t solve trade 
issues 

efforts to combat terrorism. 


8. (SBU) Finally 

special and differential (S&D) treatment within agriculture 

the fact that rich countries enjoy S&D through their ability to 

offer domestic subsidies. He characterized collaboration with the 
U.S. to press the EU for improvements in market access as in 
Brazil\'s interest 

India toward greater market access concessions. Potentially 
isolated in the end 

Doha Round 

Brazil and the United States need to reach agreement. 


FTAA Negotiations 


9. (SBU) Amorim touched briefly on the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas (FTAA) negotiations 

have not flourished -- among them that the talks were initiated in a 
different context than today 

Doha Round. He also claimed that diversity among the FTAA partners 
made a final deal difficult since \"what is good for El Salvador may 

not be good for Brazil.\" 


Ethanol and Embraer 


10. (SBU) In response to a query from Senator Allard regarding 
ethanol 

developing third country markets for Brazilian and US-produced 
ethanol. In closing 

which ultimately aborted Embraer\'s sale of Super Tucano aircraft to 
Venezuela. 


11. (SBU) Furlan opened the friendly 
by stating that Brazil is highly competitive in agribusiness due to 
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productivity gains made through process improvements and advances in 
farming technologies. He recounted his meeting with President Bush 


BRASILIA 00000637 003 OF 004 


in November 

connection between Brazilian agriculture and the U.S. economy - 

i.e. 

in Brazil have significant U.S. shareholdings. Furlan stated his 

belief that President Bush understands that Brazil is winning the 

war against agricultural subsidies 

the United States to compete with Brazil on a level playing field. 

Even with the recent outbreaks of bovine hoof-and-mouth disease and 
avian influenza 

sanitary issues. 


12. (SBU) The Minister stated that the Brazilian economy continues 
to grow 

Lula administration have led to increased consumption. Industrial 
goods account for 55% of Brazilian exports 

seeks to diversify its products and export markets. With a US$45 
billion dollar trade surplus and a strengthening currency 

said that he worries that Brazil is not importing enough inputs. 


WTO Talks 


13. (SBU) In response to a question from Senator Allard 
responded that 

aligned with the United States on most WTO issues. He stated that 
since the United States agreed to reduce agricultural subsidies on 
the condition that the EU do the same 

recognizes that the current system is unsustainable in the long 
term. He also went on to say that Brazil understands that it needs 
to open it own markets 

thought that Brazil could compete fairly on services 

banking 


14. (SBU) Rep. English mentioned that the USG was pleased with the 
constructive role Brazil played during the December Hong Kong 
meeting 

evolve and whether he envisioned further opportunities for finding 
common ground. Furlan commented that since the Uruguay round 
multilateral trade negotiation meetings have largely been a waste of 
time. In his view 

and EU. He felt that the formation of the G-20 was useful 

it helped define common ground between smaller countries which were 
similarly aligned. 


Biotech 
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15. (SBU) On the issue of biotech labeling requirements 

stated his belief that Brazil was one of the few countries in the 
world that knows how to properly segregate GMO crops 

Brazilian farmers will continue to produce whatever the market 
dictates. Furlan went on to compare cattle production in Brazil and 
the United States 

Brazilian cattle were pasture-fed the \"old-fashioned way\" with 
natural grasses. 


Flex-fuel Vehicles 


16. (SBU) Furlan praised Brazil flex-fuel vehicle programs and 
opined that Brazil sees increasing ethanol consumption not only as a 
future commodity 

planet. He stated that flex-fuel cars represent 70% of GM\'s 
Brazilian production 

between flex and non-flex vehicles is much smaller than in the U.S. 
because of less complicated technology. 


17. (SBU) The meeting ended with Furlan sending his regards to 
Senator Grassley (who was unable to attend the meeting) and 
expressing his desire to meet with him during the MinisterYs next 
trip to Washington. In addition 

looking forward to hosting visits by USTR Portman 

Bodman 


BRASILIA 00000637 004 OF 004 


18. (SBU) In the session with Minister of Agriculture Rodrigues 
Senator Grassley reiterated the point that TPA expires soon and that 
without greater market access opportunities it will be difficult to 

get any Doha Round accord through Congress. For his part 

said he had participated in the recent London meetings and that 
there appears to be little flexibility in current negotiating 

positions. Like ForMin Amorim 

more on industrial products and services in order to gain improved 
market access for agriculture. 


19. (SBU) Turning to other issues 

Amorim and Furlan 

cooperate on biofuels 

follow. When queried about prospects for biotech soybeans 
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Minister said that the current crop is about 20 percent biotech and 
that within a few years it will increase to 50 percent. Both 
Rodrigues and the Codel felt that there was room for Brazil-U.S. 
cooperation on biotech 

Grassley mentioned the need for Brazil to ensure adequate IPR 
protection for GMO soybeans 

made but that additional GOB enforcement efforts would help. 


20. (SBU) Finally 

Hill 

Caucus. From the Senate side 

invitation. (Rodrigues is scheduled to visit Washington April 25 and 

is seeking a meeting at that time with Secretary Johanns.) Overall 
Rodrigues and his team felt that the meeting was a good step forward 
in improving the bilateral relationship. 


21. (U) This cable was cleared by Codel Grassley prior to 
transmission. 


Linehan 
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Peru. The project was a joint effort 

the association of farmers 

Tierra Viva Foundation. The project aims to \"reach all farmers near 
the Henri Pittier National Park 

along Venezuela\'s central Caribbean coast 

produced 


Source - Tierramerica 
4. Uruguay Subsidizes Sustainable Agriculture Projects 


FEB. 28 

financial support for rural producers working to improve the 
management of natural resources and biodiversity. This subsidy is 
part of a larger governmental program for \"Responsible Production 
which will extend until 2011. The program hopes to improve soil 
water 

development in Uruguay. World Bank 

organizations that provided the money. 


Source - SciDev 
5. Argentina: Biotechnology Law Approved by Senate 


FEB. 23 

law 

production in modern biotechnology. The law will provide discounts 
and bonuses for biotech research projects over the next fifteen 
years. Argentina has over 80 biotech companies 
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with genetically modified seeds for agricultural use. 
Source - SciDev 
6. Brazilian Soybean Production to Drop by 1.9 Million Tons in 2006 


FEB. 21 

technology 

to 56.26 million tons 

than the 58 million tons originally forecast. 


Source - Public Affairs US Embassy Brasilia. Original source: Folha 
de Sco Paulo 


7. Brazil 


MAR. 14 

exchange between the director of Brazil\'s National AIDS Program 
Pedro Chequer 

Chequer accused the USAID of planning to implement programs to 
foster abstinence as a means of preventing AIDS contamination among 
young Brazilian populations without first getting authorization from 
Brazilian health officials. The stories note that USAID responded 

that this issue had been discussed with the Brazilian officials 

that there had been an agreement for addressing abstinence as one of 
the possible means of prevention. 


Source - Public Affairs US Embassy Brasilia 
8. GM Mosquitoes Stop Dengue Virus Replicating 


MAR. 14 

being infected by the virus that causes dengue fever 

researchers. It is the first time that scientists have bred 
mosquitoes that not only resist Vtype 2V dengue virus - the most 
prevalent strain - but also pass this resistance on to their 

offspring. Dengue fever is spread through the bite of the Aedes 
aegypti mosquito. Each year 

million people it infects across the developing world. The 
researchers say that releasing the genetically modified (GM) 
mosquitoes could help prevent people from catching the disease as 
the mosquitoes would no longer be able to transmit the virus. They 
add 
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happen. The team 

the United States 

of the National Academy of Sciences. 


Source - SciDev 


9. Argentine Researchers Identify Night Blindness as Symptom of 
Chagas 
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MAR. 05 

Genetica y Biologia Molecular in Argentina concluded that the 
antibodies produced during an attack by the parasite Tripanosoma 
cruzi affect the cells of the retina 

The findings 

determine (in the future) which specific antibodies cause heart and 
retina damage in order to perform better diagnosis. 


Source - SciDev 


10. Chile: Opposition to Four Mega-Dams 


MAR. 04 

International Rivers Network seeks to prevent financial agencies 
from funding the Spanish transnational Endesa for building four huge 
hydroelectric dams on the Baker and Pascua rivers 

the Chilean capital. According to Endesa 

in 2008 and activated between 2012 and 2018. It will generate 2 
megawatts 

lines and flood of some 9 


Source - Tierramerica 
11. Green Issues Delay Brazilian Dam Projects 


FEB. 2006 - Brazil 

17 dam concessions slated for auction 

in May to meet energy demand expected over the next two to three 
years. In another move to boost the power supply 

has announced plans to issue preliminary environmental licenses this 
year for two large dams on the Amazon region\'s Madeira River. 
Concessions for the dams 

total 6 

second half of the year. Critics of the government\'s hydropower 


Column 3 

policy dismiss the Amazon dam-licensing news as an election-year 
gambit by the government of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva to 

shift attention from its weak December auction. The government 
originally had planned to sell concessions for 17 small and 
medium-sized dams. But state and federal environmental agencies only 
granted preliminary environmental licenses for 11 of the projects. 

Of those projects 

others by an administrative glitch. 


Source - EcoAmericas (please contact Larissa Stoner for complete 
article) 


12. Greenpeace Denounces Deforestation in Brazil 
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defended 

his governmentVs progress in the environmental preservation 
Greenpeace published a one-page announcement in the newspaper The 
Independent 

Forest. \"Since president Lula came to the power 

Amazon Forest larger than the half of the size of England was 

destroyed illegally by lumbermen 

ranching V" 

on official visit to England. 


Source - Planet Save 
13. Brazil Clears Law on Amazon Wood Logging 


MAR. 06 

logging in publicly owned sections of the Amazon rainforest 

aimed at halting its destruction. Under the new law - signed by 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva - timber companies will be given 
up to 40-year licenses under the condition that all logging be 
sustainable. Independent inspections of licensed sites are to be 
carried out every five years. Critics of the law have argued this is 
not enough. But environmental groups and experts have hailed the 
new law as a milestone in the fight to preserve the Amazon 

percent of which has been destroyed to date 

percent of the rain forest is publicly owned 

plans to offer commercial access to three percent of this rainforest 
over the next 10 years. 


Column 3 
Source - MercoPress 


14. Preserving Chile\'s Southern Forests 


MAR 9 

Chilean part of the Tierra del Fuego reserve traces its history back 
to the 1990s 

islandVs forests of lenga 

Chile and Argentina. The project 

local environmental groups and failed. In 2002 Goldman Sachs 
acquired the loans that had backed the project--and with them the 

2 

debt. Two years later the firm donated the land to the Wildlife 
Conservation Society (WCS) of New York and the reserve was born. 
Initially 

original condition--in particular by \"containing\" beavers introduced 
from Canada in the 1950s for fur farming. In the absence of 
predators 

and causing extensive damage to the trees. Moreover 

aims to serve as a model for the conservation of southern Patagonia 
in which Tierra del Fuego is located. But 

largest in Chile under the management of an overseas conservation 
organization and 

private reserve. 


Source - The Economist (no link) 
Embassy Santiago. 
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15. Chile: Forest Fire Prevention Effort Pays Off 


MAR. 06 

of the previous five years 

agency. CONAF reported that only 3 

3296 drop compared to the 5 

in the past five years. Forest losses fell 70 percent this year 
compared to last season. Fire prevention has been emphasized by 
CONAF in communities where fires are most apt to occur 

Regions V and VIII. Getting special attention 

del Paine National Park 

forest due to a negligent camper using a cook stove in an area where 
it was not allowed. 


Source - Santiago Times (no link) 
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16. New Private Bird Watching Park Launched In Chile 


MAR. 17 

Brothers Meat Packing Company near the town of Llanquihue have been 
converted into one of the few thematic parks to exist in southern 

Chile. The newly created Maullin River Ornithological Park provides 

a home to over 100 different species of birds native to the local 

forests including the Chucao 

the Choroy Parrot 

nutria will also be featured in this park. The park opens 

officially on April 1 and is located six kilometers from Llanquihue 

in Region X 


Source - Santiago Times (no link) 
17. Invasion of Scorpions in Argentina 


FEB. 28 

three deaths with a rise in the number of attacks within the last 
year. In La Rioja 

old girl was the third death in the last month. A seven year old boy 
was also attacked in La Rioja in December 2005. The other death of 
a four year old boy occurred in Poma 

days earlier. The three deaths and increasing number of cases 
support the theory that there is an invasion of scorpions in La 
Rioja and Catamarca. Nito Brizuela 

scorpions in fifty-four neighborhoods of San Fernando del Valle de 
Catamarca 

trivitatus 

species had only been detected in one neighborhood. 


Source - Clarin. Kindly shared by US Embassy Buenos Aires. 


Protected Areas 
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18. Paraguay is Able to Extend Area of Nature Reserve 


FEB. 23 

World Parks 

2 

of the country. According to the press report 

land was obtained through a Debt for Nature swap agreement between 
the United States and Paraguay through WWF. More financing is 
needed to maintain the area 
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(note: the area of the San Rafael region extends 78 

but only 5 

government of Taiwan has agreed to cooperate with Paraguay in 
joining two parks 

An exchange in biodiversity research is also part of the agreement 
which was discussed in 2004 and will (tentatively) be signed during 
the next visit of the Taiwan delegation. 


Source - IUCN 


19. Peru: University Invites Presidential Candidates to Discuss S&T 


MAR. 14 

candidates for the upcoming election in Peru agreed to present their 
science and technology program to a specialized audience on March 09 
at the Universidad Mayor de San Marcos 

were ranked amongst the top electoral preferences. One of the main 
concerns of those present at the event is to guarantee that the 
country's current S&T plan 

regardless of the political party governing the country. 


Source - SciDev 
20. A Perspective on S&T in Colombia 


MAR. 14 

(Colombia Institute for Scientific Development) 

Colombia needs an advanced level in science and technology in order 
to advance as a country. Garcia hopes to create a strong link 
between researchers and the productive sector. Juan Alfredo Pinto 
president of the Colombian Association of Small and Medium 
Industries pointed the need for a Ministry of S&T to stimulate 
competitiveness. Eduardo Posada 

Association for the Advance of Science believes an entity similar to 
the U.S. National Science Foundation would be appropriate. 


Source - SciDev 

21. Argentina to Subsidize Twenty-eight S&T Institutions 
MAR. 10 

BRASILIA 00000639 008 OF 012 


Daniel Filmus 
subsidies totalling US$1.5 million uo to 2008 to twenty-eight 
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scientific institutions in the country. Filmus highlighted the 
importance of sponsoring scientific projects and announced that the 
National Agency for Science Promotion will be launching a graduate 
course for capacity-building of human resources - investing a total 
of US$40 million. 


Source - SciDev 


22. Brazil Calls for Uruguayan-Argentine Dialogue over Pulp Plants 
Dispute 


MAR. 16 

Argentina in an attempt to bring about a settlement in their dispute 
over the installation of two pulp plants on Uruguayan territory. 
\"Differences between countries in our region can be resolved by a 
frank dialogue and by understanding between leaders 

press 

Planalto Palace in Brasilia. The Uruguayan president started his 
five-nation tour discussing the conflict between Uruguay and 
Argentina over the construction of two pulp factories. Argentina is 
opposed to the project 

the waters of River Uruguay 


Source - Xinhuanet.com 


23. Cutting Methane Emissions \'Will Save 370 


MAR. 07 

prevent 370 

researchers in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. The 
researchers add that the money saved by preventing these deaths 
would exceed the cost of cutting emissions. Jason West 
Princeton University 

developing countries makes it difficult to predict just how health 
benefits would manifest there. The main human activities that 
contribute to methane emissions are cattle and rice farming. Other 
sources include coal mining 

biomass. 


Source - SciDev 
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24. Brazil Proposes Regional Energy Market 
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MAR. 04 

cheap energy that will boost development across the continent 
energy official said March 3rd. The Latin American market would 
include oil 

European Coal and Steel Community 

Union 

Committee of the World Energy Council. Medeiros said the Council 
had proposed a two-year study of possible energy links in Latin 
America. The centerpieces of the continental link would be a 

5 

through Brazil's Amazon rain forest and branching off to Bolivia 
Paraguay and Uruguay. Medeiros also cited the proposed construction 
of two hydroelectric dams on the Amazon and the Madeira River that 
could provide \"cheap and competitive energy\" for Brazil and 
neighboring Bolivia. The projects are pending approval by Brazil\'s 
Environment Ministry. 


Source - MercoPress 
25. Peru: Camisea Chaos 


MAR. 04 

affected nearly 150 

several homes 

Peruvian Government scrambling for answers. Energy and Mines 
Minister Glodomiro Sanchez 

Conference in Toronto 

region 

number of demands 

of the pipeline was needed 

ΠΠΗ serious incident in fifteen months. The Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB) 

consortium for the pipeline 

Vis deeply concerned about the five spills that have occurred on the 
Camisea natural gas liquids pipeline since 2004.\" The Bank stated 
that its engineers would perform an expanded review and analysis of 
the project design. 


Source - ConsultAndes 
26. Argentina: Hydrogen Pilot Reactor 


MAR. 03 
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how to utilize hydrogen obtained through renewable and 
non-contaminated bio-energy resources such as sugar cane 
sorghum and beet plantations. The project consists of a pilot 
reactor producing synthesized gas and hydrogen 

resource 

will help reduce the current climatic effects contributing to global 
warming. The final objective of the plan is to utilize the pure 
hydrogen as a combustible for electric vehicles. It is important to 
be able to use hydrogen in the same place it is produced. Currently 
vehicles that directly utilize hydrogen have problems with the 
storage of hydrogen because it requires very low temperatures and 
high pressures resulting in high costs and safety risks. 
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Source - Pagina 12 (no link). Kindly shared by US Embassy Buenos 
Aires 


27. Venezuela\'s Pipeline Strikes Out 


MAR. 02 

a natural gas pipeline is probably not possible. Ninety percent of 
Venezuelan natural gas reserves are associated with oil and cannot 
be produced at will without ruining the oil reservoirs; 40 percent 

of the gas currently produced has to be put back into the reservoirs 
to preserve them. The official projections of Venezuelan gas 
production for the next decade indicate that the country will have 
barely enough natural gas to satisfy its domestic needs. The 
pipeline probably would not be economic 

would be $25 billion to $30 billion 

be sold in Argentina at the equivalent of $110 for a barrel of oil. 
Finally 

Amazon already is in a grave stage of degradation 

would constitute a further threat. 


Source - Washington Post 


28. Cartagena Protocol Meeting Decides To Label GMO Exports 


MAR. 18 

(MOP 3) decided to implement the labeling of food product exports 
containing genetically modified organisms 

with interim rules for gradual implementation that benefit 
non-signatory countries. Brazilian business daily Valor Economico 
reports that the Conference of the Parties (COP 8) begins to discuss 
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in Curitiba the issue of \"bio-prospecting 

genetic materials for use in the development of new products. 
According to the daily 

the creation of specific international legislation regulating this 

process to prevent biopiracy 

Australia and some European and Asian countries oppose because of 
the costs it could create for research. 


Source - Public Affairs US Embassy Brasilia 
29. Chile: Caving Expedition Makes Historic Discovery in Patagonia 


MAR. 8 

discovered cave paintings and indigenous tombs on a remote 
Patagonian island that had been considered uninhabitable. The 
surprised investigators were the members of \"Ultimate Patagonia 
2006 

Speleology Federation in collaboration with the University of Chile 
and Catholic University in Santiago. The destination of the thirty 
speleologists 

rocky outpost of porous lime toward the tip of Patagonia 
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Chile crumbles into the South Pacific. Twenty-four hours by boat 
from Puerto Natales 

Until now there has been no evidence of a human presence there. 
Nelson Aguilera 

Development 

certain is that the Canoeros of the region at some point reached the 
Pacific coast 

this expedition.\" A complete report on the expedition\'s findings 
will be published in six months. 


Source - Santiago Times (no link) 
30. Venezuela: Mining Activities Halted in River Basin 


FEB. 22 

state of Bolivar (border with Brazil) 

all mining activities in Icabaru 

to the press report 

December 31 

been forbidden as of March 10; and those mining activities on land 
have a period of six months as of February 18 to terminate. 
Although the military has been called upon to ensure the mining is 
ended in the region 

Becerra points out that this is part of a program developed together 
with all [Venezuelan] Ministries and entities concerned about the 
environment and protecting the Caroni Rover basin. 


Column 3 
Source - Diario ΕΙ Progresso 
31. Chevening Scholarships in Biodiversity 


Chevening Scholarships bring students from all regions of the world 
including South America 

Cambridge 

on programs ranging from managing data about ecosystems and 
biodiversity 

assessment and policy analysis. The work will contribute to and help 
to shape national and international decision-making processes and 
help to place authoritative biodiversity knowledge at the center of 
decision-making. Candidates must be between 25 and 35 years of age 
and be fluent in English. They must hold an undergraduate degree 
and preferably also a postgraduate degree 

environmental science or one related to economics 

environment. Candidates should apply on the Chevening Scholarships 
form attaching a resume 

explaining why they wish to spend a year at the Center. Application 
forms are available from 

Embassy 


Chevening Administrator 
UNEP-WCMC 

219 Huntingdon Road 
Cambridge CB3 ODL 


Source - UNEP 
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32. Renowned Bird Flu Expert Warns: Be Prepared 


MAR. 14 

confident enough to answer the key question: Will the avian flu 
switch from posing a terrible hazard to birds to becoming a real 
threat to humans? There are \"about even odds at this time for the 
virus to learn how to transmit human to human 

News Tonight" Webster 

Children\'s Research Hospital in Memphis 

the first scientist to find the link between human flu and bird flu. 
Webster and his team of scientists are working to find a way to 
beat the virus if it morphs. He has even been dubbed the Flu Hunter. 
Right now 


Column 3 

itself to birds. It can be transmitted from bird to human but only 
by direct contact with the droppings and excretions of infected 
birds. 


Source - ABC News 
33. Flamingo Deaths Spark Bird Flu Probe in Bahamas 


FEB. 28 

southern Bahamas island of Inagua to find out if an unexplained 
spate of bird deaths was linked to a deadly bird flu virus that is 
spreading around the globe. Over the past two days 

island\'s famed flamingos 

have been found dead with no external injuries on the island just 
north of Haiti 

Ministry of Agriculture and the Department of Environmental Health 
will gather samples from the birds and then submit them for 
laboratory analysis. 


NOTE: A few weeks later 
region was discarded 


Source - Alertnet 
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pleased\" at the extent of the GOC\'s success. The small 
groups of paramilitaries who had not demobilized would face 
military action because the GOC would \"close the door" on 
collective and individual demobilizations. Renegade elements 
who returned to drug trafficking or other criminality would 

also face attack. The Ambassador and Restrepo agreed that an 
AUC plan to employ 20 

in their former zones of influence was unacceptable because 

it would perpetuate AUC structures and chain of command; 
Restrepo said he would not move forward on any such proposal 
without significant amendments and further Embassy 
consultations. The Peace Commissioner said he would give 
President Uribe two lists of demobilized at the end of April 

or early May. The first would contain the names of about 

28 

about 3 

be processed under the Justice and Peace law. The Ambassador 
and Restrepo agreed that the Fiscalia would require 

additional resources to interview the smaller group about 

their personal criminal culpability or roles as witnesses to 
crimes. Turning to the ELN 

considering the guerrilla group\'s request to meet in Bogota 
with Embassy representatives of the G-24. The Ambassador 
said the U.S. wanted to be helpful to the process but would 

not consider meeting with the ELN under any circumstances 


Column 3 

until it agreed to a cease-fire and stopped kidnappings. He 
said the U.S. would be willing to attend at Counselor level a 
meeting of the diplomatic corps to support the process 
provided it was protocolary only and not substantive. 
According to Restrepo 

talks from Cuba to Europe because ELN leaders want access to 
the group\'s substantial finances 

and aims to weaken and eventually eliminate the EU\'s 
designation of the ELN as a terrorist organization. The GOC 
would not agree to move the talks without a major ELN 
concession 

Restrepo said Uribe had agreed to allow the \"international 
commission\" to meet with the terrorist group. In Restrepo\'s 
view 

End summary. 


2. (C) Restrepo told the Ambassador that two recalcitrant 
paramilitary blocs (Elmer Cardenas and Los Llanos) had 
recently started their demobilizations. When completed 

AUC demobilization process would end and the GOC would \"close 
the door," on further collective and individual 

demobilizations. The small number of paramilitaries who had 
not demobilized would face military and police action. 
Restrepo said renegade elements of demobilized groups had 
continued narcotrafficking in areas like Narino and Cordoba 
Departments; his advice to Uribe was that the GOC must 
address this matter soon to prevent it from growing into a 
bigger problem. The isolated areas where such paramilitaries 
continue to operate have a \"history of illegality 

police presence 

\"anti-mafia actions 

attentive to the possibility that Norte del Valle drug cartel 
would commit atrocities to claim \"political\" status and said 
the GOC would not allow it. Overall 

and pleased\" that the GOC has demobilized V'virtually all\" 
paramilitaries and their structures. He was more optimistic 
after a positive meeting with demobilized paramilitary 

leaders on March 26 in Bogota 


reconsider their opposition to J&P processing. 


3. (C) Restrepo outlined a proposal he said Vicente Castano 
and Salvatore Mancuso had made to the GOC to employ 20 


Column 3 

demobilized paramilitaries in manual eradication activities. 

The proposal contemplates deploying the paramilitaries to 

areas of their former influence. The plan suggests using 

police and military units already stationed in the regions to 
provide security to the eradicators. The Ambassador said he 
understood the concern for employing the demobilized 

need to eradicate in demobilized areas 

resource constraints 

the proposal could perpetuate the paramilitary leadership 
structures 

Restrepo agreed 

discussions with the Embassy about possible amendments to the 
proposal. He suggested 

eradicators to areas outside their former zones of influence. 
Restrepo promised to share the proposal with the Embassy and 
continue the discussion. Restrepo said Jorge 40 is a worried 
man because he had a dispute with other narcotraffickers and 
now V'saw enemies everywhere." 


4. (C) According to Restrepo 

including Castano 

letters agreeing to be processed under the Justice and Peace 
law (900 of whom are from the North Bloc). He expects up to 
3 

again with demobilized paramilitary leaders (this figure 
includes up to 1 

prisoners). Restrepo told the Ambassador he had to choose 
carefully when to present this list to the Fiscalia because 

the GOC could not afford any backsliding in which 
paramilitary leaders reject J&P processing. 


5. (C) Restrepo expected to give Uribe two lists by the end 
of April or early May: a list of the total demobilized 

list of those demobilized who had signed J&P letters. 
(Restrepo had intended to give Uribe the lists prior to the 
March 12 Congressional elections but had to delay to ensure 
that Jorge 40\'s demobilization was included.) He would also 
provide evidence to the Fiscalia 

16 

armed forces) the paramilitaries had turned over. 


6. (C) Signatories of the J&P letters would be subject to 
further Fiscalia \"version libre\" interviews under more 
rigorous J&P standards 

atrocities and other grave human rights violations. In 
Restrepo\'s view 

to interview all paramilitaries who sign such letters to 
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assess their individual criminal culpability and value as 
witnesses. He said he had long regarded the demobilization 
Vversion libre\" process as ineffective 

under the eyes of the paramilitary commanders in the field. 
Interviewing the demobilized on the prosecutors" turf outside 
the presence of the leaders could be more effective 


7. (C) Restrepo said his task would be completed when he 
turned over the lists to the Fiscalia 

prosecutors to devote more resources to interviewing and 
processing cases. \"They think they\'ll handle only 60 cases 
he said. Restrepo agreed with the Ambassador that the 
Fiscalia would need to use the list of up to 3 

for additional resources. According to Restrepo 

Council of the Judiciary was preparing to appoint J&P 
magistrates 

to move forward with prosecutions. He noted that extensive 
background investigations of magistrate candidates (required 
by the Procuraduria) had slowed the process down; the 


Ambassador said some candidates had already been rejected in 
the screening effort. 


8. (C) Restrepo told the Ambassador that the ELN had made a 
request to the GOC through the civil society guarantors to 

meet with Embassy representatives of the G-24. The meeting 
would take place during ELN military commander and negotiator 
Antonio Garcia\'s trip to Bogota 

During the trip 

a heavy security presence 

the FARC that it was possible to conduct peace talks in 
Colombia. Uribe told Restrepo he did not want to place 
obstacles in the path of such discussions. Foreign Minister 
Barco said the GOC would do it if necessary 

many countries would have to consult with their capitals 

before agreeing to attend and deciding on their level of 
representation. 


9. (C) The Ambassador said the U.S. wanted to show its 
support for the talks 

bilaterally until the terrorist group agreed to a cease-fire 
and stopped kidnappings. U.S. representatives (but not the 
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Ambassador) could be present at a broader ELN meeting with 
the entire diplomatic corps 

Dean of the diplomatic corps (the Holy See) 

endorsement of the process. He said he opposed a G-24 
meeting because that body had a substantive agenda and might 
try to play a role in the talks. Restrepo said the GOC did 

not want international involvement beyond the three 
Vaccompanying countries" (Spain 

which made him question the wisdom of the G-24 idea. He said 
he would further consider the ELN proposal in the light of 

the Ambassadors comments. 


10. (C) Restrepo told the Ambassador the ELN was still 
anxious to move the talks from Cuba to Europe. The ELN\'s 
leaders wanted access to substantial funds they had salted 
away in Europe 

weaken and eventually eliminate the ELN\'s designation as a 
terrorist group. The GOC would not agree to move the talks 
until the ELN accepted a cease-fire (which could be 
characterized as \"temporary\" for the duration of the peace 
process) and stopped kidnappings (a likely corollary of which 
would be releasing kidnap victims). He said the 
\"accompanying countries" had made a proposal to the ELN which 
required the ELN to stop kidnapping before future venues for 
talks are discussed. The GOC was comfortable with the talks 
remaining in Cuba because it had more control over the 
process. Restrepo noted that the authoritarian nature of the 
Cuban regime limited the ELN\'s ability to talk to the press 

or other potential supporters. Restrepo would travel to Cuba 
March 31 to deal with administrative arrangements associated 
with the third round of talks starting May 2 

meet with Fidel Castro. He said neither the GOC nor the ELN 
could now walk away from the talks without being blamed 

it was important to keep talking. Nonetheless 

not agree to declare the exploratory phase concluded until 

the ELN committed to a cease-fire. 


11. (C) The Ambassador passed to Restrepo details of an 
attack on a police contingent providing electoral security in 
Valle del Cauca on election day 

out by about 25 ELN guerrillas in three waves over four hours 
(no casualties reported). The U.S. had learned of the attack 
because the GOC used U.S. anti-narcotics helicopters for 
electoral security patrols 

to assist the police defend their positions. The Ambassador 
said there were three ways to explain the incident: either 
the ELN\'s electoral truce declaration was not made in good 
faith 

guerrillas were not in fact ELN. Restrepo said he was not 
aware of the incident but would investigate it immediately. 
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12. (C) Restrepo informed the Ambassador that Uribe had 
agreed to allow the \"international commission\" (the 


\"Technical Exploratory Commission 

representatives of Spain 

with the FARC. He said mid-level FARC ranks are \"very 
demoralized.\" 

WOOD 
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designed to oust him from his UNC leadership position and 
that the decision to charge him constituted an abuse of 
process. Panday was charged on September 18 

than one month before the October 7 

election. As it turned out 

election with a majority of 20 seats over the UNC\'s 16 
seats. 


5. (U) Newman entered several Integrity Commission reports 
as evidence into the record 

10 years a number of other top officials 

General John Jeremie 

their income 

Commission or had omitted to declare specific assets to the 
commission; yet to date 

the Integrity in Public Life Act. In addition 

Commission Registrar Albert Alkins testified that another 
senior government minister had omitted to declare his 
investments in 12 different companies. Alkins informed the 
court that failure to file a declaration constitutes just as 
serious a violation of the law as making a false 

declaration 

carry the identical penalty. 


6. (U) However 

rebutted Newman\'s arguments 

\"comparing like with unlike.\" According to Cassel 

was charged with failing to disclose an asset and thereby 
filing a false declaration 

Attorney General John Jeremie who had listed a particular 
registrable interest but failed to list it in the correct 

location on the form. This was also the case for the senior 
government minister mentioned earlier. In addition 
pointed to 22 letters Panday had sent to the Integrity 
Commission 

submitted earlier 

failure to declare the London bank account. 
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7. (U) Chief magistrate Sherman Mc Nicolls is scheduled to 
rule on the case 
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will face a fine of TTD$20 

and up to 2 years imprisonment. If sentenced to more than 1 
year in jail 

from the lower house of Parliament. 


8. (SBU) COMMENT: Despite Panday\'s public image as a shady 
and possibly corrupt wheeler-dealer 

he has actually landed in court. His allegations of 

selective enforcement of the disclosure provisions of the 
Integrity in Public Life Act may have some truth in them. 
However 

own culpability under the act. It is simply not credible 

that he had no knowledge of Lawrence Duprey\'s infusion of 
USD$200 

was paying for his daughters\' education? His argument of 
selective enforcement may slightly reduce his vulnerability 
to PNM charges that he is corrupt 

inoculate him completely. The \"everybody does it\" defense 
does 

corruption charges during the next election campaign. END 
COMMENT. 
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cutoff 

international partners. This announcement makes Canada the 
first western nation to clarify and announce a formal \"no 
contact 

for a country that often prefers to work behind the scenes. 

It is not yet clear where the new government wants to go in 

its Middle East policy 

engagement. END SUMMARY 


CANADA IS FIRST WESTERN NATION TO CUT AID 
AND STATE NO CONTACT POLICY 


2. (U) In an official press release issued on March 29 
Canadian Foreign Minister Peter MacKay and International 
Cooperation Minister Josee Verner formally rejected providing 
aid to a Hamas-led government whose \"stated platform has not 
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addressed the concerns raised by Canada and others concerning 
non-violence 

previous agreements and obligations 

for Peace.\" Declaring a \"no contact\" policy with members of 
the Hamas cabinet 

of assistance to the Palestinian Authority 

Hamas government that a commitment \"to the principles we and 
the international community have outlined remains an 

essential precondition for Canada to resume any assistance to 
the Palestinian Authority." Canada\'s 2005 assistance was 
estimated at $31.9 million (Cdn $36.7 million) 

$8.3 million (Cdn $9.5 million) in direct technical 

assistance (reftel A). The government made clear 

that it \"will continue to support and respond to the 

humanitarian needs of the Palestinian people.\" A same-day 
statement from the Prime Minister\'s Office outlined Canada\'s 
staunch support of peace in the Middle East and stated its 

intent to \"continue work with Mr. Olmert and President 
Mahmoud Abbas to reach that goal.\" 


3. (C) Senior Policy Advisor for Israel Carole Piovesan 
characterized Canada\'s no contact/no aid policy as a \"no 
joke\" response that aligns GOC policy with Canada\'s Criminal 
Code 

organization. But there may be more to the story. Ina 

briefing on Belarus (septel) 

Europe and Balkans Division Director Pierre Guimond (protect) 
that the new government is intent on charting a different 
course from the Liberals and that decisions are being made by 
the PM and FM without consulting the bureaucracy or 
international partners. He was not grousing 

how the government had gotten so far in front of the rest of 

the world on issues like Hamas and the recent condemnation of 
Belarus. 


CANADA CHANGES ITS UN VOTES ON 
ISRAEL/PALESTINIAN RESOLUTIONS 


4. (C) On March 10 

and joined the U.S. in opposing a resolution on the Situation 

of and Assistance to Palestinian Women in the UN Economic and 
Social Council 

the Palestinian Authority\'s role in circumscribing the rights 

of Palestinian women and unfairly focused the blame on 

Israel. Since 2004 

than six resolutions related to Israel/Palestine for reasons 

ranging from displeasure with specific language to 

inappropriate use of fora to raise broad global issues to 
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lack of objectivity. According to Piovesan 

representatives have played a more active role in text 
negotiations and have coordinated with both Israeli and 
Palestinian delegations on particular issues of concern 
including a global children\'s rights agenda. Last year 
Canada was 

UNGA resolution on World Holocaust Remembrance Day. 
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5. (C) COMMENT: Over the past year 

Islamic and Arab NGOs have accused the previous and current 
governments of a \"new\" pro-Israel bias based on changes in 
Canada\'s voting on UN resolutions 

undoubtedly grow with the Hamas decision. Jewish groups 
remain guarded about the implications of Canada\'s actions. 
The country\'s Jewish population of approximately 300 

half the number of its Arab population 

For a government that was thought to be domestically 

focused 

assertive positions 

dramatic. It is not yet clear what the new government\'s 

overall position will be on the Middle East 

want to expend political capital there. But these recent 
decisions certainly evince a willingness to be engaged and to 
change the status quo. It would be worthwhile to engage the 
new government on the Middle East in upcoming meetings. END 
COMMENT 


Visit Canada\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/wha/ottawa 


DICKSON 


2. (SBU) Opponents 

Democratic Revolution (PRD) and some Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRI) and National Action Party (PAN) 
Senators 

votes in favor of what has been called \"the Televisa bill\" in 
exchange for Televisa\'s support for their presidential 
candidates\' campaigns in the media. Allegedly 

giant (and near monopoly) Televisa drafted the controversial 
bill to protect itself from future arbitrary decisions made by 
the incoming president 
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leader Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador (AMLO). 


3. (SBU) Critics say the bill fails to provide true autonomy to 
Mexico\'s telecommunications regulator 

the new selection process for commissioners was tailored to 
favor the existing dominant players by failing to restrict any 
person with close ties to any telecom or broadcasting company 
from becoming a COFETEL commissioner. Thus 

surprising to see executives from Televisa 

Azteca as incoming commissioners. According to the reforms 
President has 30 days after the law is published - and before 
the July presidential elections - to designate the five 
commissioners. None of the current commissioners will be 
allowed to remain. 


4. (SBU) The bill theoretically encourages a long-term vision 
and continuity by selecting commissionaires for an 8-year 
tenure 

amendments 

electric spectrum and promote the efficient use of it. However 
no significant changes were made to provide more autonomy to 
COFETEL as its decisions and opinions will still be subject to 
review by the Ministry of Communications and Transportation 
(SCT). Although concessions will be granted through public 
tenders 

COFETEL. 


5. (SBU) One of the most significant changes in the bill is 

that concessions will be granted through a bidding process. 
Supporters of the bill say the new law will foment competition 

by making more spectrum available and by ending the practice of 
the government handing out concessions by decree. Televisa and 
TV Azteca could also participate in those tenders. Critics of 

the bill say that it will not encourage competition as 

legislators failed to oblige bidders to obtain a favorable 

opinion from Mexico\'s anti-trust authority 

Competition Commission 
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to prevent media concentration. Given this 
prohibition on foreign investment 


Column 3 
a distinct advantage in winning tenders. 


6. (SBU) Another concern is that 

big broadcasters would receive free digital spectrum to cover 
their existing analog frequencies 

the market would have to pay for additional spectrum that is 

put out for bidding. After the digitalization process 

broadcasting companies will easily keep the freed spectrum for 
convergence simply by requesting it from SCT and by making a 
payment in exchange. Since no clear criteria about the payment 
have been defined in the law 

wouldn\'t recover the spectrum nor would receive any payment. 


7. (SBU) Given that Mexico\'s national elections are fast 
approaching 

should have waited until after the elections to pass such a 
controversial reform so that all interested parties\' views are 
considered. Although the law may represent an advance for the 
sector compared to the obsolete law of 1960 

believe it would have been better to pass a more comprehensive 
reform that would not have so blatantly benefited the handful 

of big broadcasters that already dominate Mexican media. 
However 

telecommunications law has been taken 

improvements are passed in the near future that will indeed 
strengthen COFETEL and help the sector become more competitive. 
We will report separately on the views of Embassy contacts in 
government and the telecom industry after President Fox has 
signed the bill. 

GARZA 
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diplomatic 

poverty and lack of education 

opportunity might be used as another way of coming to the 
same point. 


8. (U) With respect to the region\'s road 

easy 45-minute drive from Sebaco to Jinotega along 60 
kilometers of picturesque valleys bordered by mountains is a 
jarring two-hour journey. These conditions slow the movement 
of 75 percent of the country\'s coffee crop and 30 percent of 

its potato crop 

infrastructure also impedes greater use of Matagalpa and 


Column 3 

Jinotega as weekend or vacation mountain retreats from the 
high temperatures of the lowlands around Managua 

Leon. There is currently a proposal for the repair of the 28 
kilometer leg from Sebaco to Matagalpa with support from the 
IDB. According to sources at the Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure (MT!) that project is expected to \"start 
soon.8 (Note: A recent news report suggests 

road construction may be delayed again. End Note.) The 32 
kilometer road from Matagalpa to Jinotega will be repaired 
with funds from the Central American Bank for Economic 
Integration. MTI expects that the loan will be approved by 
June and that construction will begin in the second-half of 

the year. In April 

to the road between Matagalpa and Jinotega. 


MONTEALEGRE ALLY CLAIMS THAT EDUARDO IS NEGLECTING BASE 


9. (C) Poloff met separately with Department of Jinotega 
ALN-PC leader and National Assembly alternate deputy Ruby 
Zeledon to discuss her perspective on the Atlantic Coast 
elections and other issues. Zeledon remarked that the ALN-PC 
leadership )- including Montealegre 

and Jamileth Bonilla -- put too much stock in poll results 

and that the PLC can and will use manipulation and 
misinformation 

ALN-PC. She said this is a lesson learned from the Atlantic 
Coast. Zeledon commented that the ALN-PC was strong on the 
Atlantic Coast where the alliance selected &good 

candidates8 and weak where they ran \"losers 

\"hacks\" from the Resistance party that Montealegre allowed to 
run to placate his alliance partners. 


10. (C) Zeledon complained that Montealegre is giving too 
much attention to the Conservatives and the Resistance at the 
national level 

nothing to the alliance. She claimed that she has attempted 
on several occasions 

local Conservative and Resistance leaders 

participate or help fund outreach trips. Zeledon further 
commented that the &true Liberals8 who have left the PLC to 


support Montealegre feel neglected and taken for granted. 
11. (C) According to Zeledon 


association with Conservative and Resistance leaders 

tarnishes his Liberal credentials and will hurt him in the 
elections. She also noted that ALN-PC deputy Jamileth 

Bonilla and ALN-PC campaign manager Eliseo Nunez supported 
Aleman in the past and have committed other &questionable 
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acts8 that could damage Montealegre by association. 


12. (SBU) Zeledon agrees that Montealegre should select a 
female vice presidential running mate. She said that he 
should chose a &political person8 without a questionable 
past and with solid Liberal credentials ) someone like her 
she implied. 


COMMENT 


13. (C) The concerns expressed by the mayors 

members 

have heard similar comments in other areas of the country 
regarding Venezuelan contributions to the Sandinistas and the 
reluctance of the general population to criticize the Pact. 
Though Zeledon was especially impatient with Montealegre\'s 
ongoing chumminess with the Conservatives and the 
Resistencia 

Montealegre for the same reasons and warned that he may 
alienate Liberals. Our recent trips to the departments have 
given us valuable insights not always available within the 
insular Managua \"bubble.\" 

TRIVELLI 
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Organization worldwide" (A/60/692). The process 

below in the President\'s statement 

Committee to review the report and the related report of the 
ACABA (A/60/735) and report back to the General Assembly on 
or before April 18. Reftel gives previous reporting on the 
impasse that was finally broken with this latest development. 


BEGIN TEXT. 


Following informal consultations | wish to inform the General 
Assembly that the report of the Secretary-General entitled 
\"Investing in the United Nations: for a stronger Organization 
worldwide\" issued in document A/60/692 and Corr. 1 and the 
related report of the ACABQ issued in document A/60/735 and 
Corr. 1 

3 April 2006 at 10 a.m. 


\"As you are aware these two reports have been issued under 
items 46: Integrated and coordinated implementation of and 
follow-up to the outcomes of the major UN conferences and 
summits in the economic 

Follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium Summit. In 
addition to these items 

issued under the following items: 
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118: United Nations reform: measures and proposals 


122: Review of the efficiency of the administrative and 
financial functioning of the United Nations 


124: Programme budget for the biennium 2006-2007 


128: Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the 
expenses of the United Nations 


129: Human resources management 


136: Administrative and budgetary aspects of the financing of 
the United Nations peacekeeping operations\". 


VI invite the Chairman and the Bureau of the Fifth Committee 
to work out a programme of work for the consideration of 
these reports." 


VI expect the Fifth Committee to conclude its consideration 
and submit its report on this matter 

at the latest by 18 April 2006 

Secretariat to prepare a comprehensive detailed report by May 


SIPDIS 
2006 for consideration by the Fifth Committee.\" 


VI shall request the Secretary-General to facilitate the 
process by ensuring the provision of the necessary conference 
services for the Fifth Committee.\" 

| shall remain seized of the matter.\" 

\"The meeting is adjourned.\" 

END TEXT. 

WOLFF 
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ecosystem\" 

(4) Nukaga refuses Nago proposal on Futenma relocation 
(5) 2006 LDP presidential race (Part 1): Shinzo Abe attaches 


importance to Constitution and education for rebuilding 
conservative visions 
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(6) Editorial: Muraoka acquitted: Hashimoto\'s turn to testify 
before Diet 


(7) Policy debates start in divided Japan (Part 2): LDP fears 
fallout from society of disparity 


ARTICLES: 
(1) Minshuto executives resign; Nagata quits his Diet seat 


ASAHI (Internet edition) (Abridged) 
March 31 


Minshuto (Democratic Party of Japan) President Seiji Maehara 
informed the party leadership today of his intention to resign 

his post to take responsibility for the turmoil created by a fake 

e-mail message produced by Lower House lawmaker Hisayasu Nagata 
(who is now suspended from the party). He hoped to draw a close 

to the issue by resigning himself 

become prolonged 

support in the polls. Other party executives 

Secretary General Yukio Hatoyama 


SIPDIS 
The party this afternoon will announce the results of its 
investigation into the e-mail issue. 


In addition 

calling for Nagata to quit his Diet seat 

Hatoyama reported in a party officials\' meeting this afternoon 
that \"Nagata will resign from the Diet." 


At the party officials\' meeting 

to choose a successor to Maehara would not be carried out by 
party members but instead 

election at a joint meeting of Minshuto lawmakers from both 
houses of the Diet. Regarding the term in office of the successor 
head 

Watanabe and others is to make it an interim appointment until 
September (when Maehara\'s term in office would have expired). 


On the other hand 

released by the party later this afternoon 

that he had told the party leadership and others that he had 
exaggerated during questioning in the Lower House Budget 
Committee when he acted as if he knew the bank account number 
that had been used to send the money (from Livedoor\'s Horiemon to 
the son of Liberal Democratic Party Secretary General Takebe). On 
hearing this 
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met Nagata in Tokyo and asked Nagata to quit the Diet seat on his 
own 


Maehara explained to Diet Affairs Chairman Watanabe 
cannot get Nagata to resign on his own 
responsibility.\" 


As for a successor 
been mentioned as contenders to replace Maehara. 


(2) Moriya unhappy with Nago City 


RYUKYU SHIMPO (Page 2) (Full) 
March 31 


(Tokyo) Administrative Deputy Director for Defense Takemasa 
Moriya at his regular press conference on March 30 openly 
indicated that he was unhappy with Nago City\'s response that has 
led to a delay in restarting talks between the city and the 

Defense Agency on the relocation of Futenma Air Station to the 
coastal portion of Camp Schwab (coastal plan) as part of the 
realignment of US forces in Japan. He said 

would like to be directly contacted by the mayor." It is 

extremely rare for the central government to openly express 
dissatisfaction with a local government. 


Deputy Director General Moriya explained: There was a telephone 
call from a division chief (in the city hall) to one of our 

office workers saying that the mayor wanted to talk with me after 
the official funeral of the late mayor Tateo Kishimoto. He 

added 

mayor (Yoshikazu Shimabukuro) are engaging in talks 

director general would like to receive a call directly from the 
mayor" 


In addition 

conversation ended with him telling the mayor that he wanted to 
speak to him again as quickly as possible. He stressed that the 
mayor of Nago was supposed to have come on the 29th as promised 
at the meeting on the 26th. 


(3) Nature Conservation Society asks for revision of coastal 
plan for Futenma relocation: V'Could have an impact on the 
ecosystem" 


RYUKYU SHIMPO 
March 31 
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(Tokyo) In connection with the plan to relocate the US Marines\' 
Futenma Air Station to the coastal portion of Camp Schwab 
Conservation Society of Japan (Director Sadahisa Tabata) on March 
30 sent an opinion paper to Foreign Minister Taro Aso and Defense 
Agency Director General Fukushiro Nukaga pointing out the problem 
areas with the coastal plan that \"would have a major effect on 

the living creatures in Oura Bay and on the lives of the 

dugongs.\" The society asked for a revision of the construction of 

an alternate facility toward the waters off Henoko. It also asked 

in its paper that Governor Keiichi Inamina and Nago Mayor 
Yoshikazu Shimabukuro not accept the construction of the current 
plan. 
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The paper stated: \"The shallow waters in front of Camp Schwab is 
a good area for sea weed to grow. If the sea is reclaimed and a 
man-made runway built 

for the living creatures in the sea area and the seaweed bed. The 
food eaten by dugongs and sea turtles would be lost 

would be an impact on the entire ecosystem centered on coral." 


In addition 
reduced scale plan off of Henoko be built. 


(4) Nukaga refuses Nago proposal on Futenma relocation 


RYUKYU SHIMPO (Page 1) (Full) 
March 31 


TOKYO-Defense Agency Director General Fukushiro Nukaga met with 
Kin Town Mayor Tsuyoshi Gibu 

Shikiya 

Village Mayor Shigeru Miyagi at the Defense Agency yesterday 
evening. In the meeting 

the planned relocation of the US Marine Corps\' Futenma Air 
Station to a coastal area of Camp Schwab in the Okinawa 
prefectural city of Nago. Nukaga also told the local chiefs that 

the Defense Agency couldn\'t accept Nago Mayor Yoshikazu 
Shimabukuro\'s counterproposal on the Futenma relocation. The 
mayor has called for the agency to avoid setting the flight 

course of US warplanes over his city\'s shore areas and move down 
the planned facility\'s tarmac to an offshore area. The municipal 
heads asked the defense chief to talk sincerely with the Nago 
mayor. Ginozason Mayor Higashi asked the agency to avoid setting 
the flight course over his village\'s communities. 


In the meeting 
to the local authorities. "We can\'t get a perfect score 
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will talk with them sincerely 


\"My village also will be greatly affected 

Higashi said. \"All of my village\'s communities are opposed to the 
new base 

communities 

here 

answered 

talk 


After the meeting 

service for the late former Nago Mayor Tateo Kishimoto on April 

2. \"After that 

Nago Mayor Shimabukuro 

also said he had held talks with the Nago mayor over the 

telephone. The Nago mayor answered he would meet with the defense 
chief at the earliest possible time 


After the meeting 

also said he would let Nago Mayor Shimabukuro know what they 
discussed in the meeting with the defense chief. "WeVd like to 
talk about what to do about this matter 

continue talks with the government 

he did not definitely oppose the coastal relocation plan in the 
meeting. 


(5) 2006 LDP presidential race (Part 1): Shinzo Abe attaches 


TOKYO 00001744 004 OF 009 


importance to Constitution and education for rebuilding 
conservative visions 


ASAHI (Page 4) (Abridged slightly) 
March 31 


Since late last year 

recommending the Japanese movie Always Sanchome no Yuhi (Sunset 
on the Third Street) to people around him. The film 

hit 

quarter of Tokyo in 1958 when Tokyo Tower was still under 
construction. 


In 1958 
minister. Two years later 
revised 


Why is Abe drawn to that time period? A hint may lie in Abe\'s 
\"policy speech\" posted on the Internet for the virtual LDP 
presidential race conducted in December 1999 by the party\'s like- 
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minded junior members. The speech read: 


\"In my boyhood 

people craved for catching up with the high living standards of 
the United States 

half-century has passed since the end of the war 

generally achieved that goal. But | am afraid that Japanese 
people have become too self-centered.\" 


When the LDP was launched half a century ago 

objectives: (1) creating a prosperous Japan 

a constitution and a basic education law on its own. Abe 
maintains that the first objective has been achieved but the 
second one has been put on the backburner. He thinks that 
although Japan has grown economically 

own visions 

Livedoor scandal 

reform drive 

values that are more important than winning or losing.\" The 
comment reflected Abe\'s eagerness to revise the Basic Education 
Law. Abe 

a post- Koizumi era as a turning point of postwar conservative 
politics comparable to the Kishi period. 


In the book titled Watashi ga Sori ni Nattara (When | Become 
Prime Minister) 

2002 

pride - a country with quiet pride in its history and culture.\" 


Two securities 


As means to realize a \"country with pride 

election to the Diet in 1993 

securities: national security and social security. Abe 
policy specialist of the postwar generation 

amending Article 9 of the Constitution to open the door to 
collective self-defense. 


His stance toward China has also been persistent. In November 
1998 
son of the late Shintaro Abe 
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directly advised President Jiang Zemin: 


\"It is impossible for all the peoples of Japan and China to have 
the same perception. It is important to consider the friendship 
between the two countries while acknowledging each other\'s 
differences. 
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Shortly after winning a Diet seat for the first time 

became a member of the ruling bloc\'s social security project 
team 

Affairs Division 

Welfare Committee. Tackling such issues as pension 
nursing care 


Shortly after the establishment of the Koizumi administration 
LDP members with ties to special interests called for cutting 
back on social security spending for fear of curtailment of 
public works projects. Abe 

cabinet secretary at the time 

saying 


Abe does not forget social security when he speaks of the need to 
continue the Koizumi reform drive. Abe delivered a street speech 
in Ishikawa Prefecture on March 12 in which he said 

vigorous economy and society 

society security 


Abe also took the initiative in launching a council encouraging 
society to give a second chance to entrepreneurs. The council\'s 
inaugural meeting took place yesterday at the Prime Minister\'s 
Official Residence (Kantei) 

ministries and agencies attending. At the meeting 

resident of Yamaguchi Constituency No. 4 

complaining 

well 


Abe has been eager to deal with social divide apparently in an 
apparent effort to generate his own policy imprint with the 

reform argument in mind. \"| want to build a Japanese society that 
is full of energy and yet is gentle to the people 

speech in Tokyo in February. Abe intends to pursue both the 
Koizumi-style market mechanism and the relief of the socially 
weak. 


Hates hawkish image 


Abe has become a national figure owing to his rock-solid 

line stance in dealing with issues 

issue. But Abe hates being called as a \"hawk\" by LDP members and 
others in the fields of diplomacy and security. \"Labeling people 

is meaningless 


Asked about his diplomatic stance March 13 

Upper House Budget Committee: \"Regrettably 
hard-liner. But what is important is to maintain friendly 
relations with South Korea and China.\" 
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But he remains antagonistic toward \"doves.\" Appearing on 
television in January 


VI don\'t regard myself a hawk in any way. But | think many of 
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those who are referred to as doves are content with being called 
that way.\" 


Veteran LDP lawmakers who think Japan needs to revamp its Asia 
policy are trying to zero in on Abe\'s right-leaning diplomatic 
stance with an eye on the LDP presidential election in September. 


How will Abe combine the two security arguments and expand the 
horizon for domestic and foreign policies? The key lies in his 
efforts to present a new national image and win support from 
other LDP members. 


(6) Editorial: Muraoka acquitted: Hashimoto\'s turn to testify 
before Diet 


ASAHI (Page 3) (Full) 
March 31 


Many people might have be disappointed at the Tokyo District 
Court\'s decision that former Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 
Secretary General Kanezo Muraoka was acquitted of the charge of 


SIPDIS 

having accepted a secret 100 million yen political donation from 
the Japan Dental Association (JDA) in July 2001 that was passed 
to the LDP\'s faction head 

Hashimoto. Muraoka was acting chairman of the faction at the 
time. From the start 


Although Ryutaro Hashimoto 

the 100 million donation from the JDA 

dental association executives 

donation in its annual report on political funds to the 
government. The prosecutors alleged that Muraoka conspired to 
hide the donation. 


Hashimoto 

Muraoka 

in the election 

charged with concealing the donation. The question is why only 
Muraoka and the former treasurer were indicted but those 
politicians present on the spot when the 100 million yen check 
was handed over were not. 
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Even after the scandal\'s revelation 

he did not remember (whether he received the check or not) 
created growing suspicions about why the other two were alone 
charged. 


The thrust of the prosecution\'s allegation was the testimony by 
the former treasurer that Muraoka had ordered him to hide the 
donation. Muraoka 


The court determined that the testimony of the former treasurer 
\"not reliable\" because the treasurer kept changing his statements 
and there were contradictions in his testimony. 


The presiding judge explained the reason why he had determined 
that the former treasurer had given false testimony: 


\"There is the possibility that the 100 million yen donation had 
been handled as the political contribution to former Prime 
Minister Hashimoto. It is just conceivable that the former 
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treasurer wanted to prevent the scandal from causing trouble for 
Hashimoto 


The judge hinted at Hashimoto\'s involvement in the scandal. 


The judge\'s explanation is very persuasive for it addresses our 
doubts. 


At any rate 
investigation carried out by the prosecutors. The Diet should 
take the court ruling as criticism for a lax response. 


The opposition parties repeatedly demanded that Hashimoto be 
summoned to testify before the Diet 
meeting the position by the ruling coalition. 


At a session of the House of Representatives Deliberative Council 
on Political Ethics in the fall of year before last 

stated as if the 100 million yen donation was not his problem 
probably received it 


Hashimoto 

openly and squarely in a public forgone as a witness 
the political ethics council 

of perjury and are not opened to the public. 


The scandal is one of the reasons why Hashimoto retired last year 
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from the political world. However 

Beijing with Chinese President Hu Jintao as leader of a 

delegation of seven groups to promote Japan-China friendship. He 
has continued to have political influence centered on diplomacy. 


It is not too late to summon Hashimoto to testify as a witness 
before the Diet. The Diet should do its best to shed light on the 
illegal donation scandal. 


(7) Policy debates start in divided Japan (Part 2): LDP fears 
fallout from society of disparity 


ASAHI (Page 1) (Slightly abridged) 
March 30 


Last October 

meeting of its committees on policy-based financial reform. The 
focus of discussion was on plans to streamline Shoko Chukin Bank 
and Japan Finance Cooperation for Small Business. Koizumi\'s 
proteges took the lead in the discussion. In the meeting 

views were presented: \"Reform plans must be implemented;\" and 
\"the presence of policy finance institutions has pressed the 
management of private firms." 


House of Councillors member Yoshifumi Matsumura refuted such 
views in favor of reform. He said: \"Reform is necessary 

there are some plans that must be thoroughly discussed. The role 
of policy finance institutions is to lend money to those who 

cannot borrow from private banking institutions." 


Seeing executives from leading banks or foreign securities firms 
on the boards of policy finance institutions 

chaired the Young Entrepreneurs Group of the Japan Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
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feelings." 


The LDP\'s \"Association to Foster Small Businesses 

up to review deregulation 

chairman left vacant since former International Trade and 

Industry Minister Kabun Muto stepped down in 2005. Diet members 
acting on behalf of commerce and industrial groups 

executives at small businesses are dissatisfied with the current 
state 

situation 

are the forces of resistance\'.\" 


Matsumura and other participants who raised objections in the 
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joint meeting were feeling a sense of isolation 

once the viewpoint of the stronger side - lenders - dominated the 
LDP 

Foreign Minister Aso 

chairman when the Koizumi government was launched in 2001 
the LDP\'s postwar economic policy \"petition politics.\" 


Under \"petition politics 

LDP policy cliques in the Diet and relevant government ministries 
and agencies 

interests. Industrial groups would receive subsidies and special 
tax treatment 

industries. This is a cooperative system through petitions 
established between politicians 


The Nakasone administration in the 1980s failed to destroy such a 
cozy system. Just after the bursting of the bubble economy in the 
1990s 

by increasing public works projects 

collusive system more rigid. 


In his policy speech in the fall of 2001 

said that in order to put the economy on a recovery track under 
the lead of the private sector 

to destroy the collusive structure. He also revealed the policy 

of taking assistance measures for small businesses 

protective measures 

business startups over the next five years.\" Following the Small 
Business Challenge Support Law enacted in 2002 

revised the New Business Promotion Law in 2003 to remove the 
regulation on minimum capital and enable entrepreneurs to start 
up new businesses only with one yen as capital.\" 


The prime minister visited this January the plant of a metal 
processing company with only six workers in Higashi-Mukojima 
Tokyo 

prime minister commented: \"| was aware that not only leading 
firms but also small businesses have supported the Japanese 
economy.\" 


Midori Matsushita 

Division head and who was elected from this district 
something different about it. She said: \"There are many small 
companies that are greatly motivated but have difficulty in 
raising funds. | want the prime minister to realize that there 
are many cash-trapped small firms.\" 


Some LDP members are worried that people 
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income disparity 

\"Downtown shop owners who were supporting us turned their backs 
and easily supported the New Komeito or the Japanese Communist 
Party.\" 


On March 27 

the prime minister commented 

administration was launched in 2001 

the government to give priority to economic stimulus measures 
over reform 


But Japan now faces a crossroads. There is a document that senior 
members of the LDPYs Economy and Industry Division have worked 
out. The document classifies firms into \"petty 

companies" and proposed these policy measures: (1) Establish a 
small business basic law for companies with less than five 
employees; and (2) look into the success or failure of businesses 
capitalized at one yen. Acting division head Hiroshi Kajiyama 

House of Representatives member 

reconsider if the current measures for small businesses worked 

out without giving consideration to the size of each firm are 

really effective and helpful. Different sizes of firms have 

different desires.\" 


The prime minister said: \"In any country 

level of social discrepancy 

seriously widening income gap between small firms under a re- 
distribution system. 


Upper House member Hirohide Uozumi 
Central Federation of Societies of Commerce and Industry in Japan 
said: 


\"Due to a lack of successor at local firms 
capital investment 
out effective means to prevent this vicious cycle.\" 


Lower House member Junichiro Yasui 

Waseda Shopping Street Association 

call for subsidies. Once companies receive money 
their indignity to revitalize business." 


Attention has been focused on the need to correct the widening 
wealth gap in society at last after the \"lost five years.\" 


DONOVAN 
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of seeing terrorists released by \"cowardly judges\" or \"corrupt\" 
military and police officials. Corruption and cowardice aside 
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problems now tend to be centered on poor communication and 
coordination among the Iraqi judiciary and the security forces. 

The impetus for the Ninewa Criminal Justice Committee (NCJC) is 
to serve as an effort to acknowledge these problems and work 
towards solutions collectively to improve the criminal justice 
system in the province. The first meeting 

exceeded expectations by both the parties involved as well as 
PRT and MNF-N officials observing. End Summary. 


2. (SBU) PRT Rule of Law Coordinator and PolOff met with 
Provincial Chief of Police (PCOP) BG Wathiq Al Qudir 

Chief Judge Faisal Sadeeq Hadeed 

Rasheed Hammedi and Iraqi Army (IA) 2nd Division Commander MG 
Jamaal 

Mosul on March 25. 


3. (C) The public is frustrated with the effectiveness of the 
criminal justice system in Ninewa. During a conversation with 
two colonels from the Provincial Joint Coordination Center 
(PJCC) on March 24 

his colleagues at the PJCC had been working hard over the past 
three years -- at risk to their own personal safety -- to make 

Iraq safer. However 

negated when \"well-known terrorists\" were released from prison. 
He and Col Khaled Suleiyman believed these events damaged the 
public\'s faith in government institutions. Khader believed 

there had to be some sort of collusion between terrorists and 
judges 

Coalition Forces (CF) were complicit since they were not doing 
enough to keep the bad guys behind bars 

terrorists have the streets 

asked for USG assistance to rid local government and security 
forces of corruption and help restore the public\'s faith in the 
government. \"We think America could do something to leave a 
good impression 


4. (C) Over several meetings with IA 

officials similar complaints arose: there was little or no 
communication 

Chief of Police Al Qudir told PRT officials on several 

occasions he recognized the need to increase the public\'s trust 
of the police. Since there had been corrupt officers in the 

past 
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Such problems were complicating the force\'s ability to improve 
since they were not receiving information tips 

from concerned citizens about terrorist activities in their 
neighborhoods. More importantly 

the IP was complicit with the release of terrorists from prison. 

This made him angry and fostered his own distrust of Ninewa\'s 
judges with prosecuting cases (ref a). Chief Judge Hadeed and 
Investigative Judge Hammedi saw the problem from another angle. 
While the IP and IA commanders could \"go public\" and \"blame\" the 
judiciary for releasing terrorists (ref b) 

forbidden to defend themselves in the press. Even more 
frustrating 

getting out: although some judges were corrupt 

working hard to hear terrorist cases with missing evidence 
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crimes scenes not protected 

to testify by their commanders. \"The system cannot continue 
that way it\'s going 

figure this out with the army and police.\" Here was where the 
PRT\'s Rule of Law unit stepped in. 


5. (C) The first meeting of the Ninewa Criminal Justice 
Committee served as a chance for the PCOP 

begin honest dialogue and work on issues to improve coordination 
on criminal investigations and evidence collection. Chief Judge 
Hadeed began the meeting by spelling out the local judiciary\'s 
frustration with IP and IA investigative information. He 

chalked up the problem to poor communication and a lack of 
education by ISF investigators on criminal case reporting 
procedures. \"There was no contact\" with ISF on cases and 
therefore they could not be tried. With Ministry of Interior 
commandos 

ISF was acting like they were above the law 

was guilty since they did not know Iraqi law 

One of the biggest problems was when ISF were transferring 
suspects to CF custody. \"Judges should be involved and given 
all documents 

blame Hadeed said some judges were \"being lazy 

moving through cases. But most upsetting 

the IA would not allow their agents to testify. 


6. (C) Chief of Police Al Qudir said the IP was upset as well. 
There were cases where they caught insurgents \"red-handed\" in 
the act of committing a crime 
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thrown out because the IP did not follow procedures. He said 
this problem was more pronounced with CF 

cooperating better with CF 

finished their investigation before taking custody of the 
suspect. Al Qudir also claimed that witnesses and informants 
were sometimes difficult to track down. 


7. (C) Iraq Army (IA) 2nd Division MG Jamaal began by 
launching into his frustrations with the judiciary. He claimed 

if there was no law then only chaos would exist 

all sides would have to work together. He believed terrorists 
were benefiting since judges were not standing firm against 
them. He blamed lawyers for exploiting the system for personal 
gain. More importantly 

commitment to uphold the law 

he could to enforce it. Jamaal did not understand why his 
investigators\' testimony was needed if the IA caught terrorists 
in the act of committing a crime or having given a documented 
confession. His conclusion was that it was the fault of the 
court system that terrorists were released. 


8. (C) JamaalVs solution? Judges had to be firmer and not 
allow lawyers to push them around. He said the work of the IA 
was becoming increasingly more difficult because most terrorists 
knew they would only have to stay in prison for three to four 
months before being released. He accused judges of buying off 
on terrorists that pleaded they were coerced into confessing 
under duress. Using a battlefield analogy 

Jamaal that there were two types of leaders: those on the 
battlefield 

Comparing himself to the desk officer 

did not allow him much flexibility. Like Jamaal 

soldier who was limited by the rules of engagement. Accusations 
that the judges were folding under pressure from terrorists had 
been mitigated 

investigations with panels so that any decisions would not 
single out a particular judge. He said that if a panel had 
received a threat the case would not be prosecuted locally 
shifted to the Higher Juridical Council in Baghdad. Such 
precautionary measures did not allow judges to \"fool around\" 
with case procedures 

to hear cases it would only reflect poorly on Hadeed 

could also cost him his job. 


9. (C) Admitting their forces had committed procedural errors 
Generals Jamaal and Al Qudir extended an olive branch to Hadeed. 
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Crime scenes had to be protected 

compromised (ref b). The judges had to see the IA 

investigators 

otherwise be thrown out. The ISF could not keep moving 
detainees to different courthouses 

outside of Ninewa\'s jurisdiction and could not adequately hear 
the cases 

ΙΑ investigative experts to protect crime scenes and better 

collect evidence. Moving one step further 

the ISF form a committee for IA agents to meet and work with the 
judges. There should be cooperation between investigative 
judges and the IA investigators 

Hammedi agreed and said more would need to be done to train ISF 
investigators on interrogation and investigation procedures. 


10. (C) Building the capacity of the criminal justice system to 
identify 

criminals is key to bringing the security situation under 

control. As the capacity of the ISF to perform their security 
function increases 

investigative function to assist the courts is of equal 
importance. Because the courts in lraq ultimately control the 
investigative process and also act as the prosecuting authority 
cooperation and coordination with the ISF is critical. As is 
clear today 

for example 

taken off the streets and incarcerated consistent with Iraqi 

law. The NCJC is a small but important step in efforts to make 
such successes the rule rather than the exception. In addition 
[consistent with the PRT mandate] the NCJC places the 
responsibility for strengthening the relationship between the 
ISF and courts in the hands of the Iraqis themselves. However 
due to the distrust and finger pointing of the past 

committee will likely continue to require U.S. facilitation in 

the near term. In time 

courts will see the value in working together to secure the 
province under the rule of law and will continue to do so after 
U.S. facilitation ceases. 

MUNTER 
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Kurdistan Democratic Party) 

he said. They did not understand that the district of Telkaif 

(which runs from Ninewa\'s northern border in Al Qosh near Dohuk 
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province 

was not under Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) jurisdiction 
said Jejo. 


4. (C) Jejo said tensions had been building again between the 
Kurds and minorities over the past few months. The KDP had set 
up Asayesh (Kurdish intelligence) offices throughout the 

district 

schools. There were now two Asayesh offices in Telkaif city 
alone 

Mosul\" (because he said the KDP could not open the office in 
Mosul itself) and the \"Intelligence Directorate of Telkaif.\" 

Jejo said the KRG education directorate office was setting up 
schools 

and administrators from outside the area. They were teaching 
Arabic to Christian students 

the Yezidi [NOTE: A \"chicken and egg\" identity problem exists 
between Yezidis and the Kurds over whether one belongs to the 
other. The question has caused major rifts between the Kurds 
and Yezidi 

teachers were not qualified and were beholden only to the KRG. 
Other problems included what Jejo claimed was an increase in 
Peshmerga checkpoints. There were two new checkpoints where 
Peshmerga were harassing motorists on the roads to Shekhan and 
Faydah 

district the KDP was building headquarters offices in 

residential areas (ref b). Such problems were not helping ease 
problems between the Kurds and minorities. 


5. (C) Worse still 

in local and district politics. He said the Kurds were 
\"successful\" with separating the mayor from the district council 
(ref c). Inthe past the mayor presided over the council 

the Kurds worked to install a district president position 

instead. Jejo believed the Kurds were working to control local 
governments to exert their influence over politics in the 

province. Throughout Telkaif district 

were springing up as either mayors or district presidents. 

These \"Kurdish controlled" local governments were responsible 
for many unlawful acts 

property to KDP loyalists and requiring bribes for conducting 
security background checks on housing applicants. Money 
allegedly allocated to the Christian community during the CPA 
was instead funneled through the KRG Ministry of Finance 
claimed Jejo (ref d). As a result 

\"political favors 

Christian community. \"They even bought generators right before 


Column 3 


MOSUL 00000040 002.2 OF 002 


the election to buy votes 

hand 

community that they believed were \"disloyal\" to the Kurds 
said. As a result people were leaving their homes in towns and 
cities for smaller villages on the outskirts of the district. 

He asked for USG assistance as a last resort to help keep the 
Kurds in line 

protecting the integrity of local governments. 


6. (C) Mayor Bassem Jejo is a member of the Assyrian Democratic 
Movement (ADM) 

is fervently anti-Kurd. He raised a valid point about the Kurds 
(primarily the KDP): they appear to be overstepping the boundary 
separating Iraqi Kurdistan from Ninewa province. Members from 
the Shabek 

echoed this same sentiment. Rival Christian political parties 
agree 

community: the Kurds 

eastern Ninewa. 

MUNTER 
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as the stations had lost credibility by exaggerating events and 
constantly predicting the downfall of the Iranian government. 


8.(C) The Iranian students said they believe the Iranian 
government's claims to read messages sent by SMS. They thought 
the government monitored SMS even more than phone calls and 
emails. They said few Iranians in Iran have i-Pods and that 

most people in rural areas have limited access to the Internet - 
except through work (which is monitored) or Internet cafes. 


USG Sponsored Media 


9.(C) In the view of the university students 

programming is more effective than radio 

harder to jam satellite TV than short-wave radio. They 
recommended more debates on VOA-TV on issues 

various external political factions. They liked the al-Jazeera 
show formatted on \"Point-Counterpoint\" as it is a lively debate 
of issues that are often taboo. They suggested including more 
content from political activists who have left Iran recently. 
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They disagreed amongst themselves over how much access the 
poorer strata of society had to satellite television 

student one saying \"a lot 

while adding that passing around videotapes in Iran helped 
amplify the impact of programming. Both said Radio Farda\'s 
signal and website are effectively blocked in many places in 

Iran and asked why the U.S. did not set up FM transmitters along 
the border in Iraq and Afghanistan to combat jamming. 


10.(C) Another contact 

Business Council said he considers USG broadcasting a credible 
news source and uses its information as a reality check against 
other news about Iran. He recommended that broadcast management 
take a much more pedagogical approach towards its programming 
formulating long-term Vlesson plans.\" For instance 

random public opinion polls on Radio Farda on news of the day 
series of questions over several weeks could be posed to explore 
in depth and shape public attitudes to a specific subject 

as human rights. He also recommended that VOA develop 
children\'s television programming -- perhaps incorporating civic 
education into English language learning programs. 


11.(C) Dr. Alani suggested that given the limits that the 
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Iranian government will try to put on USG outreach to the 
Iranian people 

Iranians 

bridge to Iranians back in Iran. He also suggested distributing 
in Dubai a free Farsi-language newspaper -- with some news 
advertising and a columnist or two -- which he said could reach 
both a resident population as well as Iranians traveling back 
and forth. 


U.S. Rhetoric and Policies 


12.(C) Even those who seem generally supportive of shared goals 
with the U.S. (i.e. for greater freedom in Iran) were at times 
critical of certain aspects of U.S. policy and rhetoric. One 
particularly eloquent and westernized Iranian university student 
said that he had been initially opposed to President Ahmadinejad 
but now he supports him out of nationalistic pride over the 
nuclear issue. He said Iranians get angry when they hear the 
U.S. say Iran does not \"need\" nuclear energy because of its oil 
and gas reserves because 1) it is not the business of another 
country to make these decisions; and 2) it sounds hypocritical 

in light of the fact that the U.S. helped start those programs 

in the 1970s. He said he supports Iran\'s right to nuclear 
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technology 

the regime wants a bomb and he himself is against Iran building 
abomb. 


13.(C) The university students also said that another perceived 
contradiction in U.S. policy was that we say we stand with the 
Iranian people 

fly in unsafe planes. Barks-Ruggles explained that we had 
offered to consider licensing the sale of planes by the EU in 
support of the EU-3 negotiation effort with Iran 

rejection of the EU-3\'s efforts had led to a dead end. She also 
noted that we have 

for safety reasons. However 

the view of the Iranian population 

their personal safety. 


14.(C) Riad Kahwaji cautioned the U.S. not to make empty 
threats 

reduced Iran\'s fear of the U.S. He stressed that Iran\'s weak 
point was its inability to deliver economically. He echoed a 

view held by many that the vote for Ahmadinejad was not so much 
for Ahmadinejad but against the corruption that Rafsanjani 
represented. The U.S. should exploit this weak point by 

focusing more on internal corruption issues in its rhetoric. 


A Bleak Future for Iranian Youth 


16.(C) DRL DAS Barks-Ruggles met a group of Iranian students 
March 18 who are studying in a Dubai TOEFL program. Out of the 
roughly 15 students present 

Iranian university and planned to return to Iran. The rest 

indicated they planned to study in the UAE or elsewhere. They 
said the vast majority of students who take the university 

entrance exam fail to secure a place. However 

amongst themselves how many times a student was allowed to take 
the test (some saying three 

Most indicated they would likely try to stay in the UAE to work 
because there simply was not much opportunity in Iran. Almost 

all wanted to study hard sciences -- medicine 

architecture -- while only one person mentioned business and 
another psychology. A number of the students -- all males but 

one -- made it clear they were also outside the country in order 

to avoid military service. They said lranian males who worked 

for two years after university outside of Iran were allowed to 

buy out their military service 

back and forth. All the students pressed for more visas to 

study in the U.S. 


Baha\'i Concerns 
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17.(C) An Iranian Baha\'i couple resident in UAE outlined to 
Barks-Ruggles March 17 the situation for Baha\is in Iran 

well as some of the problems they face in the UAE. The wife 
left Iran five years ago 

years. She continues to travel back and forth and to date has 
had no problems. Her husband has lived outside Iran for much 
longer. 


18.(C) The couple believed that in the past few months 

nuclear issue has distracted the Iranian government 

pressure has eased somewhat on the Baha\'i community. That said 
the couple believed that should Iran get a nuclear weapon 

world could experience terrorism far worse than 9/11. Because 

the Bahavi religion is non-political 
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in any organized way against the repression they face. 


19.(C) Asked about Hojjatiyeh (reftel B) 

believe Hojjatiyeh members in various branches of the security 
forces use their position to advance their own agenda and 
persecute Bahalis. This is likely done without explicit orders 
from the government 

them in. The couple had no other knowledge of the Hojjatiyeh 
agenda 


20.(C) The couple said that about six years ago 

authorities began recognizing Baha\'i marriage attestations 
they said only some registries will issue certificates. BahaVis 
are issued an affidavit saying that they have attested they are 
married; the affidavit makes no mention of religion. The couple 
thought that a combination of thousands of letters that BahaVis 
sent to complain about their lack of marriage registration 
former President KhatamiVs influence 

In addition 

persecution of Baha\'is has had an overall positive effect. 


21.(C) Because Bahalis are not allowed to study in Iranian 
universities 

university system. The Iranian government 

recognize their degrees. The couple complained that no U.S. 
universities 

degrees 

thought it would be an interesting idea to try to partner with a 
distance-learning program. 


22.(C) The couple described the situation of about 1000 Bahavi 
living in UAE 
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relatively good 

countries 

civil matters. For instance 

Baha\'i marriage. There are 

officials who will register them informally. 


WMD-Free Gulf 


23.(C) The Gulf Research Center briefed on its ongoing sessions 
with representatives from GCC countries 

for a declaration of principles supporting a WMD-Free Zone 
(WMDF2Z) in the Gulf 

Mustafa Alani and Dr. Christian Koch said their next meeting 

will be in South Africa in May 

MFA. They believe they have a commitment from Qatar 

UAE 

Iranian behavior. They also believe that the Iranian 
representatives at the previous meetings are close to the 
government and that Iran is close to a positive decision to 
support a WMD-free Gulf. They said they would remain skeptical 
of Iranian pledges 

regionally. In their view 

bypass the region and negotiate with the European Union 

that after the failure of the EU-3 talks 

the region. The GRC saw a WMDFZ pledge as a cornerstone for 
ultimately developing a regional security system. Alani and 

Koch called on the U.S. to affirm its support for Gulf WMDFZ 
activities and praised Secretary RiceVs joint statement with the 
GCC along these lines. 


Comment 


24.(C) The most actionable items that came out of these meetings 
were recommendations to increase VOA programming 
involvement of political activists who have recently left Iran 

and to develop children s programming. It was also an 
intriguing idea to put more thought into a long-term syllabus 

for VOA for what the US wants the programming to accomplish 
how to do this. The concerns about UAE-based activities are 
real 

to our decision to expand operations here. While it is 
important to push the envelope of what we try to do here 

also true that the less said about it 


25.(U) This message has been cleared by DRL DAS Barks-Ruggles. 
DAVIS 
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and quoted Iraqi parliamentarian and leader of Hezhollah 
movement in Iraq 

Khalilzad for the attack. By Monday evening 

reporting that President Talabani announced the formation of 

a committee 

Iragiya\'s evening broadcast showed images of Ur neighborhood 
residents mourning those killed on Sunday. 


7. (SBU) While the story broke in the print media on Tuesday 
morning 

eclipsed on the pan-Arab networks by the Khartoum Summit and 
Israeli elections. Iraqi networks shifted attention back to 
government formation talks with a press conference as 
President Talabani\'s house. The Coalition views of the 

incident was further clarified at a press conference 

presentation included video and slides of the incident. By 
Tuesday afternoon 

media attention. 


8. (SBU) After the operation in Ur concluded and the 
aftermath was televised 

known 

operation and call for an investigation. Sadrist spokesman 
Shaykh Abd al-Hadi al-Darraji told al-Arabiyah that \"U.S. 
troops went in and opened fire on the worshipers.\" He added 
that there was \"no justificationW and claimed that \"going 

into mosque or husayniyahs on the pretext that there were 
weapons inside them was a grave mistake. Haydar al-Abbadi 
advisor to Prime Minister JaVafari 

that \"there should not be death squads working alongside the 
U.S. troops which execute people while they are praying 
without any reason 

may have connections with the multinational forces.\" That 
same day 

al-Maliki deemed the attacks \"an ugly crime\" and \"an 
organized crime that has serious political and security 
dimensions which seek to trigger civil war to serve political 
ends aimed at manipulating current political formulas during 
critical political circumstances.\" Da\'wa Tanzim leader 
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forces raided their party office 
them out and \"executed\" them. 
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9. (C) Khudair al-Khuz\'ai angrily claimed to PolCouns March 

27 that Da\'wa Tanzim used the same building as the husayniyah 
that was attacked 

Da\'wa Tanzim space was separate and has a separate entrance. 
He claimed that Da\'wa Tanzim was holding a cultural meeting 
marking the death of the Prophet at the time of the raid - 

and that American and/or lraqi forces burst in and shot 13 
Tanzim members dead. He underlined that these people had no 
relation to the Jaysh al-Mahdi (\"we\'re Da\'wa Tanzim! You 
know who we are!\") He said he could not understand the 

timing of the raid and asked why it was conducted during 

prayer times. PolCouns emphasized that the raid was conducted 
against an illegal armed group 

of it. 


10. (S) Moqtada al-Sadr called a meeting late on March 26 

with his clerics and sercurity forces. During this meeting 

he insisted that all JAM members show restraint 

vigilance. Sadr placed these forces on \"high alert." He also 
ordered members of the JAM to travel north to help secure 
Sadr City and roads likely to be used by pilgrims headed 

south to Najaf to mark the death of Mohammed. Sadr also said 
that it was time to apply pressure to the national government 

to condemn the acts of aggression against his followers and 

to act to stop such attacks. 


11. (C) Shia Independent and Council of Representatives (CoR) 
member Muhammad Izz al-Din al-Khateeb told PolOff and PolFSN 
March 27 that the force used at the Ur building was 

excessive 

unexplainable 

soldiers were in the lead. He then complained that the 
Association of Muslim Scholars (AMS) and Sunni mosques harbor 
insurgents and weapons 

their mosques like what happened in Ur. Fellow Shia 

Independent and CoR member Dr Dr. Haider Karim al-Suweidi 
added at the meeting that the Shia street is saying that 

Americans sensed the political process was moving ahead and 
wanted to hinder the process. Shia Independent and CoR 
member Haider Subkhi al-Jurani told PolOff and PoIFSN March 
28 that there should not be attacks on militias while hotbeds 

of insurgents/terrorists exist. 


12. (C) As aresult of the assault 

angrily boycotted government formation talks scheduled for 
Monday. However 

Baghdad Provincial Council which on March 27 had declared it 
would no longer meet with U.S. officials on March 30 sent the 
Baghdad Governor and Provincial Council Chair to meetings 
with U.S. officials in the International Zone. (See SEPTEL.) 
Shia parliamentarian and frequent media commentator Abbas 
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al-Baati told us March 30 that the raid struck a raw nerve 
among the Shia. However 

putting the incident behind us. 


13. (S) Since Monday 

engaged at the highest levels with Iraqi counterparts to 
clarify the facts of what really took place. On Monday 
afternoon 

Dulime 

Advisor Dr. Mowaffak al-Rubaie and provided a detailed 
briefing of the operation. Dulime and Jabr expressed 
satisfaction with the outcome of the raid 

they could not speak out in public for political reasons. 
Jabr and Dulime also said they had known for some time that 
the building in question was a site used by kidnappers to 
torture and execute people 

intelligence officers had been killed several months earlier 
inthe same building. This was confirmed by Dulime 

later told Acting PolMilCous that the building housed an 
illegal Sharia court. Both 

decision about how to handle the media and political aspects 
of the operation would have to be taken by Prime Minister 
JaVafari. Dulime counseled that it would be best to say 
nothing to the press 

matter would be forgotten. Following his meeting with the 
three 

This was followed by a meeting between JaVafari and the 
Ambassador. (REFTEL) Following demands by Ja\afari 
Talibani 

are exploring with lraqi counterparts possible options. 
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14. (C) While senior Iraqi officials are willing to admit in 
private that the operation was a tactical success 

unwilling for political reasons to support it in public. In 
addition 

about it in advance and rushed to condemn it in public now 
makes it impossible for him to admit tnat MOD forces were 
involved. To do so would make him look foolish and 
uninformed about what his own soldiers are doing. Even if he 
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had known about it 

action against Shia militias by what are considered - rightly 
or wrongly - to be \"Sunni-controlled\" forces. 


15. (C) Sadr\'s muted reaction and calls for restraint 
reinforces the message provided to the media that the raid 
was unjustifiable 

continue to be used against its opponents as well as 
potential action against CF. It is also likely that Sadr 

will use the opportunity to leverage the Iraqi Government to 
provide permission to expand JAM operations in Baghdad. 


16. (C) From a political standpoint 

important elements of the Shia Islamist Coalition were 
dissatisfied with American pressure against Prime Minister 
Jafari in the government formation process and suspicious of 
American motives in our discussions with Sunni Arabs. For 
some 

U.S. would not remain a neutral party in IraqVs sectarian 
conflict. For others 

opportunity to burnish their credentials as Iraqi 

nationalists by bashing the U.S. However 

turbulence is subsiding slightly. Public denunciations about 
the attack were fewer on March 28 and the Shia Coalition was 
back working on the government talks. The anger 

political opportunism 

operation against a Shia militia element very likely will 

cause another uproar. 


KHALILZAD 
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sources for the articles. According to El Khabar\'s April 1 
story 

the police employed \"every provocative means 

\"threats and physical and psychological intimidation 

against him. The newspaper did not allege that any physical 
force was used against Mourad in the police attempts to 
obtain information from him. 


2. (SBU) According to a colleague at El Khabar contacted by 
post 

memorandum he received from a friend. Mourad was questioned 
after his friend 

furnish the names of police officers responsible for the 

leaked document 

information. 
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3. (C) A journalist at El Khabar\'s sister paper 
French-language daily ΕΙ Watan 

treatment 

police the names of the officers who leaked the memorandum. 
The ΕΙ Watan reporter said Mourad 

\"young and inexperienced 

he published the internal memorandum. Second 

police station on his own initiative after learning his 

friend had been interrogated rather than waiting for an 

official summons. Third 

who merely wanted the public to know more about the GSPC. 
The El Watan journalist added that it was his understanding 
the police 

knew which officers had leaked the memorandum 

wanted Mourad\'s confirmation of the names. 


4. (U) El Khabar denounced the police practices as 
\"contravening the law...which assures journalists the 
right...to protect sources and (reveal them) only to the 
judiciary.\" The National Journalists Union 

issued a statement in which it acknowledged the highly 
sensitive nature of the published information 
nevertheless described as \"intolerable\" the manner by which 
some law enforcement agents acted 

primary function was to enforce the laws of Algeria. The 
Union regretted that \"the justice system 

render decisions on these issues 

this case. 


ERDMAN 
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provide proof of their security clearance by front 
channel cable. 

9. Meet and Assist: Embassy Baku will provide 
transportation throughout the visit 
transportation to and from the airport. 


HARNISH 
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the way for the participation of foreign investors in the 

capital market.\" He claimed that prior to the move there had 
been no regulations for foreign investments. In early January 
Tehran authorized three Asian investment groups to invest a 
total of 250 million Euros in the market 

Iranian Students News Agency. 


3.(C) Western and Iranian press reports from May and June 2005 
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however 

ratified by the cabinet under reformist President Mohammad 
Khatami. Soon after this ratification 

foreign investors reportedly arrived from an unspecified Arab 
country. It is unclear why there is such a discrepancy in the 
dates of the ratification of the bylaw. Our contacts claimed the 
decision was an attempt to inject capital into the \"failing\" 
stock market after a loss of almost a third of its value\" since 
Ahmadinejad\'s election in July 2005. (As reported reftel 
stock market fell 11 percent in the months preceding 
Ahmadinejad\'s election 

since then (i.e. since October 2005) it has fallen another two 
percent.) A separate Iranian businessman from Tehran 

Dubai for a visa 

actually increased the level of permissible foreign investment 
to twenty percent 

confirm this. 


4.(C) The Iranian government also appears to be seeking 
additional foreign capital in order to bolster the floundering 
Iranian economy. According to Iranian press reports 
(Parliament) announced on March 5 that it had approved a bill to 
allow the Energy Ministry to use up to USD 800 million in 

foreign loans to finance water supply and water conveyance 
projects. Moreover 

March 13 that it plans to set up a \"special economic committee\" 
with a mandate to remove obstacles to foreign investment. 


5.(C) (U) Given the current political climate 

whether these moves will attract needed foreign investment. 
There is already a strong perception of risk with regards to 
investing in Iran 

the UN Security Council. In mid-January 

and Credit Suisse -- announced they were pulling out of Iran 
because the economic risks of continuing to operate there were 
too high. According to the Middle East Economic Digest 
decision was indicative of broader concerns among international 
financiers about increasing their exposure to the Iranian market 
in the current climate. 


6.(C) A young Iranian who works at the TSE told Conoff last 
year\'s stock market crash had been caused by the political 
situation 

the financial situation would improve until Anmadinejad was 
replaced by someone more like former presidents Mohammad Khatami 
or Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. He said 

not currently know of a strong reformer who can lead the 
government. A board member of a private Iranian investment 
company told Conoff on March 13 that stocks on the exchange 
continue to fall 

climate. Unfortunately 
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of money\" as a result of the crash; the situation 

would not change until the political situation improved. (Note: 
When asked where Iranians are putting their money instead of the 
stock market 

Islamic Republic of Iran bonds as the rate of return was 
approximately 15.5 percent 
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largely because inflation is high -- about 13 percent.) 


Crash Caused by Rafsanjani? 


7.(S) The first two businessmen both maintained that Rafsanjani 
and his supporters had pulled their sizeable investments from 
the TSE deliberately 

loss that Anmadinejad and his supporters would have no choice 
but to withdraw from power. Although the stock market did tumble 
approximately 19 percent (2389 points) in the weeks after 
Ahmadinejad was elected last summer (reftel) 

his supporters have not yet been forced out of office. The 
businessmen were unsure whether the entire group had actually 
pulled all its money out of the market 

money remained. One of the businessmen told Conoff that he 
wanted to check and see whether a wealthy Dubai-based Iranian 
businessman (a consulate contact and holder of an E-2 visa) 
Taghi Ganji 

that that would be a key barometer of the group\'s commitment to 
pulling its money out 

with Rafsanjani. We have not seen Taghi Ganji since this 
conversation 

lost $400 million in Iran last year in stocks and real estate 

and expects to lose the same this year -- suggesting that he has 
not pulled out of the market. (Indeed 

substantiate the theory about a Rafsanjani plot 

likely nothing more than one more conspiracy theory from a 
country where conspiracy theories are a national pastime.) 


8.(C) Both businessmen also claimed that Ahmadinejad had 
threatened to criminalize the withdrawal of funds from the TSE 
but dropped the threat after being reprimanded by Supreme Leader 
Khamenei. According to Iranian and Western press 

frustrated with his economic advisors\' inability to solve Iran\'s 
current economic malaise -- reportedly told them during a 
cabinet meeting in late October 2005 that the solution was to 
\"frighten speculators.\" Anmadinejad allegedly suggested 

are permitted to hang two or three persons 

stock exchange would be solved forever.\" (Note: One of the 
Dubai-based businessmen claimed that the capital flow out of 
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Iran had slowed in the past few months 

basis of this conclusion or whether he believed Ahmadinejad\'s 
threats had played a role.) 


Comment 


9.(C) It is too early to say whether the reported changes in 

policy regarding foreign investment will help the ailing Iranian 
economy. In light of Iran\'s referral to the United Nations 

Security Council for its intransigence on the nuclear issue 

is questionable whether foreigners would be interested in buying 
into an economy that is not very stable and may soon be subject 
to multilateral economic sanctions. (Numerous Iranians with whom 
Conoff has recently spoken on the visa line have expressed 
concern that the UN will impose economic sanctions on Iran as a 
result of its continued inflexibility on the nuclear issue.) It 

is interesting that Anmadinejad\'s more ideological bent carries 
over into economic and business affairs as well; his threat to 
hang stock market speculators was greeted with particular alarm 
by cabinet members 

Iranian business contacts tell us that business in Iran 

continues to founder; this 

especially on basic commodities - has exacerbated the already 
dire economic situation many Iranians currently face. 
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1. (C) Summary: On March 25 

expressed concern to Minister of Oil Heshem al-Hashimi 
(Fadhila party) that his Ministry was being purged of 
experienced top-level technocrats on sectarian grounds (i.e. 
being Sunnis). We were unhappy when Hashimi responded that he 
would not block \"De-Baathification\" of the Ministry. On March 
28 

Chalabi 

instructed Hashimi not to take action on De-Bathification We 
have found out that there are six names for dismissal on the 
letter from the De-Bathification Committee to the Ministry of 
Oil and that 5 of the 6 currently are working with the sixth 
person on leave. End Summary. 


2. (C) The Minister of Oil told us that the De-Bathification 
Committee had send previous Minister of Oil Bahr al-Ulum a 
list with 6 names requiring their removal. Hashimi said 
while that the previous Minister had delayed action on the 
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names 

Hashimi told us that those on the list would be offered early 
retirement rather than being fired and that to date 

been fired. Hashimi reminded us that the De-Bathification 
Committee was a CPA creation with legal authority and that as 
Minister he had no authority to refuse to follow its 

instructions (reftel for more on recent De-Baathification 
problems). Hashimi did not tell us which Ministry officials 

were on the list. 


3. (C) Hashimi acknowledged other rumors swirling about the 
Ministry of Oil (MoO). He told us that he had been criticized 
(presumably from within the Shia coalition) for not requiring 
that women veil themselves at the Ministry. He stressed that 
the MoO has an open-door employment policy and that people 
were being hired for the Ministry on the basis of their 
qualifications to do technical work and nat for their party 

or sectarian affiliation. 


4. (C) Hashimi has also been ridiculed as Minister of Oil 
because he is also the current Minister of Tourism. 
(Commentators have suggested a Minister of Tourism could not 
be a Minister of Oil and that Hashimi got the job because of 
his political/sectarian connections to the Fadhila party). 

In response to this 

himself. He told us that he started electrical engineering 
studies at the university but he left to join the Iraqi Air 

Force. He had started off in the standards and control" 
office but he had quickly worked his way up to Brigadier 
General rank in the Air Force where he was achieved a high 
ranking position as its Director General for Administration. 
While in the Air Force 

science. Hashimi made no claim of any knowledge 

or experience in the oil sector. 


Chalabi: A Ministry in Freefall 


(5. (C) In a subsequent weekly energy meeting March 28 
co-chaired by the Ambassador and DPM Chalabi 

concern over Hashimi\'s apparent willingness to allow his 
ministry to be purged. Chalabi told us that that he had 
&stopped this8 and had instructed Hashimi not to take any 
action. On a related subject 

State Oil Marketing Organization (SOMO) Director General (DG) 
al-Dujayli (reftel) 

his hands 

his need for Fadhila Party votes. Chalabi 

evaluation was somber: ¿the ministry is in freefall.8 


6. (C) There are six names in the De-Bathification letter: 
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Radwan al-Saadi 

DG of the Technical Directorate 

Daura Refinery 

Department 

employed. Sharif Muhsin 

Auditing Department under Saddam 

because he was a high level (&firqa8) member of the Ba\'th 
Party. 
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voluntary arrangements embodied in PSI. In typical Omani 
fashion 

not declare its support for PSI principles publicly. Also in 
February 2005 

interdiction exercise with U.S. 

of wider military exercises. This marked the first (and thus 
far only) PSI activity involving Omani military forces. 


3. (S) Oman\'s cooperation with PSI was tested in a real 
scenario in April 2005 when a German-produced crane of 
dual-use concern was inadvertently loaded on a Norwegian 
freighter for Iran. As the vessel was due to transit an 

Omani port prior to arrival in Iran 

sought Oman\'s help in halting the cargo. The effort was 
aborted 

agreement on how to indemnify the parties for any action 
taken. The Omani Foreign Ministry was resentful at having 
been asked by Germany and Norway to take action against the 
vessel and its cargo that the German and Norwegian 
governments had been unwilling to do themselves. How to 
address economic and legal consequences of halting commercial 
cargoes of potential proliferation concern under the PSI or 
other system remains unresolved. 


Iran 


4. (C) As international tensions over Iran\'s nuclear program 
have risen in the past year 

with Tehran has likewise intensified. Oman has received 
Iranian ministerial 

responded with those of its own. FM Yusuf bin Alawi and the 
Sultan\'s special Iran envoy 

Abdul Aziz al-Rawas 

interlocutors with Tehran 

personnel have a long-standing dialogue on maintaining 
maritime security and cooperation in the Strait of Hormuz and 
littoral waters. The Sultanate 

the nearest point 
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the way of tempering its unpredictable foreign policy and 
folding it into the international community and treaty 

regimes. The Sultanate also seeks to reinforce economic and 
trade bonds with its northern neighbor 

purchase or even jointly develop Iranian natural gas. Oman 
opened a trade mission in Bandar Abbas in 2004 

invited Iran to reciprocate. Oman enjoys a $500 million 

trade surplus with Iran 

Musandam Peninsula. Iran often complains that \"smuggler\" 
boats are avoiding Iranian customs duties 

complains of Iranian boat captains who transport to Omani 
shores economic migrants from Pakistan and Afghanistan (who 
mainly seek jobs in the UAE). 


5. (C) The Omanis have no illusions about the erratic and 
provocative President Anmadinejad 

they consider to be more sober-minded -- such as veterans 
like former president Rafsanjani 

Ayatollah Khamenei -- may succeed in reining him in. Oman 
has suggested direct dialogue between the U.S. and Iran 
will be keen to hear reiterations of USG policy on pursuing a 
diplomatic resolution to the current nuclear impasse. A 
confrontational approach 

political support for Iranian hard-line policies and diminish 
young Iranian liberals\' admiration for Western examples. 
(Note: Yours will be the first visit by a senior Department 
official since the start of the Secretary\'s initiative to 

open a strategic dialogue with our GCC allies on Iran. End 
note.) 


6. (C) Efforts five years ago to cement a Host Country 
Agreement with Oman under the Chemical Weapons Convention 
foundered when the Foreign Ministry failed to win Ministry of 
Defense support or even interest in the agreement. When the 
agreement was brought up again to MFA in 2005 

suggested a number of amendments in text and format 

of which the USG readily agreed. Having won MFA\'s support 
the agreement text is once again with MOD 

virtually all of the installations housing USG equipment that 
might be of CWC demand inspection interest. While MFA fully 
understands the confidentiality of CWC HCAs 

inquire as to the status of HCA negotiations with other GCC 
and Arab states. 
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7.(C) A number of USG agencies actively cooperate with Omani 
authorities to improve its control of land and maritime 

borders 

Lying outside the Strait of Hormuz and its higher insurance 
fees 

for general commerce 

commodities) are rapidly growing in interest to international 
shippers and witnessing tremendous expansion. Atthe same 
time 

population of just 2.4 million 

challenges in providing adequate security against human and 
contraband smuggling (Iran 

Afghanistan) and possible transit by terrorists. 


8. (C) To help meet these security needs 

agreed in November 2005 to cooperate in the Container 
Security Initiative 

Customs-manned facility in Port Salalah to screen certain 
cargo containers destined for U.S. ports. Under the same 
agreement 

which will place USG-funded radiation detection portals in 
Oman\'s main ports (likely by 2007). State DS\'s ATA program 
has channeled training and resources 

detection canines and forensics training 

services to better equip them to handle terrorist incidents. 
State\'s Export Control and Border Related Security (EXBS) 
program has been training Omani customs enforcement and trade 
regulators on developing a national export control regime 
which Oman still lacks. Omani customs agents are eager for 
practical 

proliferation concern. DOD\'s Foreign Military Financing 
(FMF) program ($20 million in FYO5 

concentrates on improving Oman\'s interdiction capability 
including fast boats 

night vision goggles. The Royal Oman Police (ROP) 
includes Oman\'s customs 

services 

programs. 


9. (U) Having assumed the Chief of Mission mantle in Muscat 
on March 28 after a five-year hiatus (I previously served 

here as DOM) 

reacquainting myself with senior Omani contacts. | am 
confident you will find your Omani interlocutors thoughtful 
frank 

and regional concerns 
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countries\' strategic partnership. 
GRAPPO 
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human rights that represent a threat to the national security 
and stability of Arab countries.\" 


On Syria 
of international pressure and the US sanctions imposed in 2003. 


On Lebanon 

and the Lebanese resistance group Hizbollah 

truth about the 2005 assassination of former PM Rafik Hariri and 
other recent assassinations 

prosecution of the perpetrators. 


On religion 

dialogue and mutual respect among peoples and cultures. It 
expressed absolute rejection and condemnation of any insult to 
the Prophet Mohammed and any religion or its symbols and called 
on nations to pass laws that ban such actions. 


End of summary. 
2. Selected Headlines: 


\"The Khartoum Summit concludes deliberations. The final 
communique rejects US sanctions on Syria and supports its right 
to restoration of the occupied Golan 

of a full Israeli withdrawal to the June 4 

rejects unilateral steps 

supports Lebanon in the face of Israeli assaults 

Lebanese national resistance 

Arab role in determining Iraq\'s future\" (Government-owned Al- 
Thawra 


\"Foreign Minister Walid al-MuVallem accentuates the importance 
of President Asad\'s participation in the Arab Summit in 
Khartoum. Al-Mu\allem: We are satisfied with the positive 

results of the Arab summit\" (Government-owned Al-Ba\'th 


\"The HAMAS cabinet sworn in. Washington suspends contacts with 
the Palestinian Authority" (Government-owned Al-Ba\'th 


\"Olmert receives first congratulation on the election of his 

party in the Knesset from Bush: Our main plan is unilateral 
disengagement from Palestinians\" (Government-owned Tishreen 
3/30) 


\"Minister of Information Mohsen Bilal discusses with Italian 
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Ambassador in Damascus 

in the framework of the Euro-Mediterranean family\" (Government- 
owned Al-Thawra 


3. Editorial Block Quotes: 


Khaled al-Ashhab 

wrote (3/30): \"In light of the current Arab situation 

expects the impossible from the Arab summit 

peoples hope their leaders will adhere to the basics 
constitute the last line of defense for the Arab nation.... 
These basics are represented by solidarity among all Arab 
countries 

rejection of foreign dictates.... 


\"Arabs should realize that all of them 

targeted.... Foreign agendas are being implemented through plans 
like the Greater Middle East Initiative 

calls for democratization and human rights..." 


Ahmad Sawwan 

wrote (3/30): \"Syria will continue to support the Palestinian 
people and their rights because the Palestinian issue is a 
national issue for every Syrian.... 


“When Syria says that HAMASVs electoral victory is a factor of 
power for Palestinians 

and important fact 

dictates of occupation and all agreements of capitulation would 
harm the Palestinian cause gravely 

case of national liberation for the Palestinian people 

because it is the essence of the Arab-Israeli conflict. This 
dictates that HAMAS\'s winning of the Palestinian peopleVs 
confidence be used to escalate the resistance and the struggle 
against the occupation and to reject all plans that do not 
ensure the attainment of all legitimate national rights of the 
Palestinian people 

return of refugees 

state.\" 
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the Arabian Peninsula.\" He added that existing churches did 
not have to be destroyed. 


-- Al-Khanna added another quotation from the Prophet: 
\"expel the mushrikeen (polytheists/idolators) from the 
Arabian Peninsula.\" (Note: Islam generally considers 
Christians and Jews not to be polytheists 

statement represents a particular interpretation of Islam. 
Al-Khanna is affiliated with Kuwait\'s Salafimovement. End 
Note.) Al-Khanna went on to say that non-Muslims were free 
to believe what they wanted 

rituals was not permitted. He told Al-Watan that the 
presence of existing churches \"violates Allah\'s book (the 
Qur'an) and the way of his Prophet (sunna).\" 


-- Youssef Al-Sanad 

non-Muslims could be granted their rights as long as they did 
not threaten the security and strength of the Muslims. He 
continued that there were enough churches in Kuwait 

the percentage of Christians. 


-- Professor of Sharia 

had forbidden the destruction of churches that had been built 
before Islam 

the coming of Islam. He repeated that Muhammad said there 
was only one religion on the Arabian Peninsula and that 
anyone who facilitates the building of a church commits a 
sin. He noted that those who argue for allowing churches on 
the basis of pluralism are mistaken. According to the UN 
argued 

accordance with the number of citizens of a particular 
religion. Since there are not more than 110 Kuwaiti 
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Christian citizens 

churches are more than sufficient. This latter argument was 
brought forward by many others as well 

Council members Muhammad Ibrahim Al-Mufrij and Zaid Al-Azmi. 


Public Debate: Arguments For Church-Building 


4. (U) Other Kuwaitis defended the right of Christians to 
build places of worship: 


-- Pro-American 
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Shamlan Youssef Ali wrote an opinion piece in the Al-Seyassah 
daily criticizing Muslims for demanding their rights to free 
worship in countries where Muslims are minorities 

restricting the same right to non-Muslims in their own 
countries. 


-- MP Badr Al-Farisi echoed the sentiment: Houses of 
worship are guaranteed to all. We must respect (other) 
religions 


-- The Dean of Islamic and Sharia Studies at Kuwait 

University 

that Islam does not force people to enter into it 

non-Muslims have been protected in the Muslim world. He said 
it was the responsibility of those in power to weigh the 

costs and benefits to the Muslims of establishing new 

churches on a case-by-case basis. 


The Church\'s View 


5. (C) The initial decision refusing the Church\'s request 

had come the week prior to the March 20 decision. Church 
representative Pier Maloof told PolOff at that time that a 
Municipal Council member had told him that the Coptic Church 
(an Orthodox 

85 

establishing a church in the same neighborhood where the 
Greek Catholic Church wanted to build 

Christian community\'s needs. He brought up the oft-repeated 
argument made by Kuwaitis that there is no need for more 
churches since there are only about 100 Kuwaiti Christians. 
(Note: The expatriate Christian community 

denominations 

hard to quantify the number of churches. Estimates range 
from 5 - 25 places of worship 

facilities or operating out of private homes.) Maloof told 
PolOff in a March 27 meeting that the Church had sought help 
through Shaykha Fariha 

full-sister of the Crown Prince 

instrumental in helping the Copts establish their church and 
whom the Church views as a great supporter. Maloof said she 
had spoken with the Minister for Municipal Affairs and 
reported back to the church: \"don\'t worry.\" Church officials 
clearly seemed worried 

Post\'s intervention 

freedom with GOK contacts. 


The View from the Municipality 
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6. (SBU) Musa Al-Sarraf 

Performance Auditing at the Municipality 

March 11 meeting that all requests for land must come through 
the relevant government body 

Municipal Council or Municipality. The Municipal Council and 
the Municipality are then supposed to review the technical 
and planning aspects of the project. Al-Sarraf described 

this as a procedure to limit pet projects and other corrupt 
practices. (Note: The Municipal Council is an elected body. 
Until 2005 

the Kuwait Municipality as its technical arm. Due to 
allegations that the Council had too much power to easily 
whisk through pet projects 

a veto on all land decisions. Conflicts between the 
Municipality and the Council are referred to the Council of 
Ministers 


7. (C) Dr. Fadhel Safar Ali 

Member and Islamist-leaning ShiVa 

phone conversation that the Church had applied directly to 
the Council. He said it should reapply through the Ministry 
of Awgaf and Islamic Affairs. PolOff advised Maloof and 
Church leader Father Boutros Gharib of this technical 
requirement. They expressed doubt as to the efficacy of this 
strategy 

approved by the Municipal Council. They fear the Municipal 
Council is ideologically set against them 
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reinforced by the public statements of some of the Council 
Members. Gharib also noted that the Ministry of Awgaf and 
Islamic Affairs had told Protestant leaders in Kuwait that it 
would have nothing to do with licensing a church. 


8. (C) Ali told PolOff that the decision was based on one 

of the Council Members argument that a plot had been 
allotted the previous year for a similar purpose (i.e. the 
Coptic Church). Without prompting 

that if the Church could not pray in the same place as the 
other church because of sectarian differences \"like 
Sunni-ShiVa they should have presented that argument to the 
Council. (Comment: The fact that Ali knew the ChurchVs 
counterargument to why another church was necessary is 
significant. It could be a signal of willingness to approve 

a plot of land for a new church 

the normal legal process. On the other hand 

that the Council does not favor approval and is looking for 
technical excuses so it does not have to explicitly forbid 

the construction of a church. End Comment.) In response to 
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PolOff\'s question about the prominent declarations that 
church-building in Kuwait is illegal 

Kuwait constitution guarantees freedom of worship and that 
church-building is permissible in Kuwait. 


Mosques Also Denied Construction Permits 


9. (U) Municipal Council members Al-Azmi and Al-Mufrij also 
noted that Hawally 

build 

They said some applications for mosques had also been refused 
in Hawally for the same reasons. 
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For more reporting from Embassy Kuwait 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/kuwait/?cable 5 


Visit Kuwait\'s Classified Website: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/kuwait/ 
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We stress the need to reform the international order in a 
way that will enable the United Nations to enhance its 
competence and capabilities to confront the challenges 
that the world is facing. We call for the establishment 

of a balanced leadership and administrative structure 

that will boost the United Nations" leadership capability 

in a way that will ensure the establishment of global 

peace and security. We also demand the expansion of the 
UN Security Council's permanent membership to allow the 
world\'s various geographical regions and cultures to 
participate in managing the world order competently and 
capably in a way that reflects the principle of global 
cooperation and ensures justice 

transparency. 


Terrorism 
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We declare our condemnation of all forms of terrorism 
because it undermines a society\'s structure 
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capabilities 

crimes perpetrated by terrorist groups as serious 
violations of people\'s political rights and a persistent 
threat to the Arab countries\' national security and 
stability. We call for holding a UN-sponsored conference 
that will agree on a definition of terrorism 

between Islam and terrorism 

terrorism and nations\' rights to resist occupation. 


National initiatives 


We commend the Arab countries\' consistent efforts to 
promote democratic practices and competent management 
including the establishment of transparent 

and accountable governments that allow the people to 
participate in power. We call for the promotion of such 
practices that fulfill the wishes of the Arab countries 

and their populations. We declare our support for all 

the national initiatives that seek to expand the base of 
popular participation in government and official 
departments in a way that guarantees national accord and 
domestic peace. 


Millennium Goals 


We urge the global community to cooperate in promoting 
the implementation of the millennium objectives including 
the eradication of poverty and the fair distribution of 
resources in a way that achieves all the internationally 
agreed upon goals of attaining economic development and 
eradicating poverty. This would include redoubling 
financial aid especially to the less developed countries 
and boosting the international efforts to cancel or 

reduce their debts. We call for narrowing the gap 
between the levels of economic and social development 
between rich and poor nations and urge the Arab Social 
Affairs Ministerial Council to continue its efforts to 
implement the goals and principles of the Arab 
Declaration of Millennium Goals until it fulfills its 
objectives. 


Discrimination Against Women and the Handicapped 
Right to Education 


We assert the need to continue the efforts seeking to end 
discrimination against women 

awareness of the Islamic and Arab principles that 
guarantee a woman\'s natural rights and her role in 
society 

women and safeguard their status. 
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We call for adopting the necessary measures to ensure 
that handicapped persons will enjoy equal rights with 
other persons including the right to education 

health care 

call for measures that will assist them to participate in 
their society\'s activities. We urge the implementation 
of the Arab contract for handicapped persons. 


We emphasize all persons\' right to education on the basis 
of equal opportunity and absence of discrimination by 
making elementary education compulsory and free. We 
should also ensure that secondary education is available 
to everybody on the basis of equal opportunity. 


Scientific Research 


We approve of measures to support scientific and 
technological research 

necessary funding for research 

among the Arab countries\' scientific and research 
centers. The purpose of this is to provide the Arab 
countries with the necessary scientific and technological 
knowledge to boost comprehensive development and 
advancement. We urge prompt measures to develop 
scientific research with the aim of increasing production 
capacity 

technology society 

world. We call for enabling young people to participate 
actively in society\'s economic 

activities and giving them the right to express their 
ideas and hopes so that they may participate in society\'s 
political life. We should also provide them with 
employment opportunities. 


We wish to address special thanks and appreciation to His 
Excellency President Abdelaziz Bouteflika 
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the People\'s Democratic Republic of Algeria 

valuable efforts and great contributions since he chaired 
the former Arab summit 

the process of collective Arab action. 


We express great thanks and gratitude to His Excellency 
President Umar Hasan Ahmad al-Bashir for his competent 
management of this summit and his perspicacity in 
directing its deliberations. We express our total 
confidence that during his chairmanship collective Arab 
action will make further achievements and develop in a 
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way that will serve the Arab nation especially as 
President Al-Bashir is known for his wisdom 
and desire for renewal. 


We express our great gratitude to the Republic of Sudan 
and its generous people for the warm welcome and 
hospitality that they have accorded us and for their 
excellent organization of the meetings of the 18th 

session of the Arab League Summit Council. We greatly 
appreciate their fine performance and good preparation 
and the intensive consultations that they held with all 

the Arab countries to ensure the summit\'s success and to 
hold it in the best possible and most fortuitous 
circumstances. 


We also express our appreciation for and take pride in 
the efforts made by Arab League Secretary General Amr 
Musa in this regard. 


(End text) 
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factors of strength and invincibility and is capable of resisting 
the pressures which aim at isolating it. Regarding the situation 
in Iraq 

comes within a larger project that aims at drowning the region in 
so-called creative chaos and at instigating civil war and 
sectarian division to partition the region 

loots its resources. On Lebanon 

would remain Syria\'s twin brother and it is in the interests of 
both countries to have distinguished relations.\" 


End of summary. 
2. Selected Headlines: 


\"Vice President Shara meets a delegation from the Iraqi Islamic 
Party and reiterates the importance of maintaining Iraq\'s 
territorial integrity and forming a national government" 
(Government-owned Al-Thawra 


\"President Asad reviews with a delegation of Malaysian experts 
mechanisms of administrative 
(Government-owned Tishreen 


\"Hailing the reform steps in Syria 
Coalition in Italy Prodi: Syria\'s role in the Middle East is 
constructive and fruitful" (Government-owned Tishreen 
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\"Berri 

majority of working to foil the national dialogue. Oun calls on 
the government to shoulder its responsibilities or resign. A 
number of MPs express satisfaction over President Lahoud\'s 
stances\" (Government-owned Tishreen 


\"Information Minister Bilal: Syria will not open its doors to any 
party that opposes the Lebanese resistance" (Government-owned Al- 
Thawra 


\"Extensive discontent over the stance of the VMarch 14V powers 

who assailed the President and the Lebanese resistance. Lahoud: 

They have joined suspicious projects; they are obstructing all 

attempts to achieve reconciliation and construction. Finish 

[Minister of Electricity]: The resistance is the greater 

achievement. Franjieh [former MP]: No one can fool the Lebanese 
People. Murad [former MP]: No early parliamentary elections. Sa\'d 
[Lebanese MP]: Why don't they resign?\" (Government-owned Tishreen 
4/1) 


\"Tension prevails in Lebanon over PM Al-Saniora\'s statement in 
Khartoum about the resistance. Nasrallah [SecGen of Hizbollah]: 
We will cut the hand of the one who tries to disarm the 
resistance \" (Government-owned Al-Thawra 


VAt least three Palestinians killed 
martyrdom operation in the Kadomim settlement\" (Government-owned 
Tishreen 


\"Palestinian Prime Minister Haniyyah calls for calm and 
withdrawal of all armed forces from Gaza streets" (Government- 
owned Al-Thawra 


VAn information source denies any tense meeting between President 
Asad and Palestinian President Abbas 

Khartoum were very cordial. Palestinians commemorate Land Day. 
Mashal: Hamas insists on its platform\" (Government-owned Al- 
Thawra 

Vice is received with anti-war demonstrations in Britain" 
(Government-owned Tishreen 


VRice acknowledges that the US committed thousands of tactical 
mistakes in the war on Irag. Zbigniew Brzezinski [Former US 
President Jimmy CarterVs National Security Adviser] offered Bush 
a plan on pullout from Iraq\" (Government-owned Tishreen 


3. Editorial Block Quotes: 


Column 3 


\"Dissidents s from the Homeland\" 


Isam Dari 

(4/1): \"It is not unusual to see opposition forces in every 
country in the world 

that these forces sometimes seek the help of foreign forces 
against governments and authorities 

sovereignty 


\"Regrettably 
which conspire against the homeland and its leaders under the 
pretext of defending the homeland.... 


\"How can such forces seek the help of a superpower against the 
homeland and come on the back of a US tank to take power.... 
These forces try to distort reality 

and buy consciences.... 


V'The Arab street knows those who seek the help of foreign forces 
against their homeland and their nation and try to undermine 
national unity in this or that country.... Everybody has the 

right to object to certain policies and positions adopted by 

their governments 

opinions.... Any attempt to confiscate dialogue and decision- 
making has nothing to do with democracy..." 


Samir al-Shibani 
commented (4/1): \"The United Nations and its resolutions are 
used by the only superpower to dominate the entire world.... 


\"Criminals who were chased by international courts have turned 
into peace heroes.... The general who committed the Sabra and 
Shatila massacre [in Lebanon] has turned into a brave man of 
peace... 


VWashington and many other world capitals have congratulated 
Olmert on Qadima\'s victory in the elections 

that when he was Mayor of Jerusalem 

features of the occupied city with the aim of Judaizing it.... 

At the same time 

is viewed by some as a violation of democracy. V 
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Ahmad Hamadah 


wrote (3/31): \"Israeli Prime Minister Olmert is adopting 
extremist and racist policies and trying to impose a fait 
accompli policy on the Palestinians and the international 
community.... 


\"The victory scored by the Qadima Party in the recent Israeli 
parliamentary elections shows that Israelis still insist on 
encroaching upon Arab rights and occupying Arab territories.... 


\"The Israeli public voted for Olmert\'s plan to demarcate 
Israel\'s borders unilaterally in conflict international 

legitimacy and the resolutions of the UN Security Council.... 

This victory means that the occupied Arab territories will 

remain under occupation during the next four years because this 
party\'s plans are based on two key points: 


\"First 

territories of the presumed Palestinian state by annexing the 

major settlements and Jerusalem for alleged demographic reasons 
and by annexing the Jordan Valley for false security reasons. 

Thus 

existed in June 1967 and no East Jerusalem as a capital of that 
state. 


\"Second 

as 8 Jewish entity at the expense of the Arab Palestinian people 
inthe West Bank 

other words 

plan to declare war on the Palestinian people\'s legitimate 

rights and serve the Zionist project.\" 


Seche 
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run a new port in Juba for thirty years 

the facility to government management. A group of Kuwaitis 
recently visited Juba (ref C) to inaugurate the USD 80 
million projects 

learned from GoSS ministers that this project was brokered 
directly by Bahr el Jebel Governor Clement Wani Konga 
without the concurrence of the GoSS. The GoSS is 
considering cancellation of the deal. 


bassy received the following diplomatic note on March 28. Begin Text: Ministry of Foreign Affairs Re 
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-- Cellular Telephone: The Mobitel cellular phone system 
works well in the North 

and the GNU has refused to issue licenses to a new operator 
to work in the South. The buzz on the street has itthat a 
very senior official in the GoSS Ministry of 
Telecommunications have taken no action to resolve this 
~Q~?Q~|vY??x}_]!Um_guCQQQnQlready 

been constructed. 


-- Brewery: A foreign investor proposed construction of a 
small brewery in Juba. After initial agreement on all 
sides 

to give hefty equity partnership to a well-connected 
Southern official. 


-- Customs Duties: The road between the Ugandan border and 
Juba has become a tax gauntlet for importers. Fees are paid 
at the border 

checkpoints along the way. Conversely 

flow of new and used automobiles bound for the influential 

of Juba 
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that enter Sudan free of charge and end up in Juba 
license plates are issued. 


-- SPLA Appropriation: SPLA soldiers continue the wartime 
practice of taking from civilians what they need or want. 
Armed soldiers take food 

and market stalls 

northerners 

confrontation and 

one death. 


-- Cars and Renovations for the SSLA: Line item 

procurements funded by the GoSS have reportedly gone astray. 
MPs in the SSLA have accused the Speaker and his deputy of 
misappropriating funds dedicated to the purchase of vehicles 
and the renovation of the Assembly building. They are 
threatening to take this issue to the floor when the next 

session begins. 


-- Sole Source Contract for the Presidency: A whispering 
campaign began when a senior official at the Presidency 
granted a lucrative sole source contract for renovation and 
maintenance of the presidential office complex to an 
individual from Aweil who had been charged with fraud and 
other illegal activities in the past. The facility has been 


Column 3 
plagued by slow and shoddy work 
installation of a donated generator. 


-- Praedial Larceny: An official of the Norwegian Refugee 
Council NRC) described events in the Nuba Mountains that 
encapsulate the problem of low-level abuse. Two former SPLA 
soldiers requested the NRC to provide a well to support a 
communal garden producing fruits and vegetables. The 
project flourished 

agronomist working with the group 

seizing produce without payment. A senior SPLM official 
then preemptorily instructed that the agronomist be 
transferred to New Site to work on a project in which the 
official had a personal stake. The Nuba enterprise 
collapsed entirely. 


-- Abuse of Due Process: Legal officials in Rumbek took the 
side of a Sudanese individual fired for cause for having 
defrauded verifiably an international governance contractor. 
The officials menaced the contractor in question and 
confiscated a vehicle to sell 

discharged Sudanese individual 

fraudulent documents in support of his case. 


-- Refusal to Respect Contracts: A manager of a tented camp 
along the Nile was detained and threatened with immediate 
deportation after an argument with a SPLA officer who 
resided in the camp over non-payment of food and lodging 
bills. The manager possessed a valid visa and the required 
work permit. 


4. (SBU) Southern Sudan has not developed the pervasive 
culture of corruption that exists is some African states 

and a number of SPLM officials and supporters have vowed to 
prevent this from happening. The Assembly\'s attempt to 
force senior officials to publicly defend their actions on 

the floor 

encouraging signs. When abuses are brought to the attention 
of senior GoSS officials 

examples above 

actions to resolve the matter. 


5. (SBU) Stakes are high in the struggle against 
corruption. Failure to address this issue forcefully will 
lead to inevitable conflict with the international donors 
that play an essential role in Southern SudanVs 
reconstruction. The participation of serious foreign 
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investment in the South is also unlikely if commissions 
insider dealing and behind the scenes partnerships become 
the norm. And finally 

institutions is at play. There is already widespread 
disaffection with slow delivery of the expected peace 
dividend 

GoSS Land Cruisers and the renovations underway on official 
residences and government offices. The perception that the 
GoSS tolerates corruption could undermine the popular 
support and good will upon which the GoSS depends. 
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test was negative 

symptoms and the history of exposure to poultry 

test by PCR was done 

been sent to the USG\'s NAMRU-3 lab in Cairo for further 
testing. 


3. AID ΕΘΝ participated in the GOJ\'s Avian Flu Technical 
Committee meeting on Sunday 

chaired by Ministry of Health (MOH) Secretary General for 
Technical Affairs Dr. Ali AsVad. As of 1300 local time 
patients medical condition was stable 

watching carefully as the patient reaches what they feel is 
a critical stage at 5-7 days after becoming symptomatic. 
Doctors reported at the meeting that the patient had 
symptoms of cough 

respiratory tract and around the eyes 

ray clearly showed evidence of disease in the lower lungs. 


4. The MOH hospital in Kerak has put the man and a 
traveling companion in isolation 

double dosages of Tamiflu. Health authorities haven also 
given Tamiflu to eleven health workers with whom the 
Egyptian man had direct contact at the hospital. Health 
authorities are monitoring the temperature and symptoms of 
the people at the patient\'s home in Kerak. The Health 
Subcommittee of Jordan\'s Avian Flu Technical Committee has 
developed protocols for use of Tamiflu and is sticking with 
them 

\"golden rule\" is direct exposure to confirmed cases in 
either birds or people. No further human or avian cases of 
H5N1 in Jordan have been reported 

the situation in Ajloun in northern Jordan 

confirmed cases in turkeys in March 
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C). 


5. GOJ officials are investigating why the initial \"rapid\" 
test was negative. Three possible scenarios were discussed 
at the April 2 meeting: a bad or inadequate sample 


procedures 

protocols are that if the history and symptoms are strong 
indicators of avian flu 

test. 


6. The Al Technical Committee meeting gathered 
representatives from the Agriculture Ministry 

Ministry 

AsVad noted to attendees that the human case in Kerak is a 
\"real test\" of Jordan\'s capacity 

should use the opportunity to address the inevitable 
shortcomings and problems that emerge. One such shortcoming 
was a delay in getting Tamiflu to Kerak; supplies are now 
being distributed around the country. Another mid-course 
correction is to minimize the number of health workers (such 
as lab technicians) with direct exposure to H5N1. There was 
discussion about continuing with plans to cull all backyard 
flocks around Jordan 

to stand by that decision (ref B). Compensation to farmers 
(ref A) is still an evolving issue 

information from the Ministry of Agriculture is that the GOJ 
will compensate for all poultry that the GOJ itself culls 

but not for any culling done by farmers themselves. 


7. On the economic side 

Ammanvs large central slaughterhouse to poultry. MOA and 
MOH officials agreed that closing the slaughterhouse would 
be a tacit admission that sick birds could get through their 
screening procedures. They feel that their monitoring and 
other food safety procedures ensure that this will not 
happen. Due to a drop in demand for chicken 

poultry producers are freezing their product in preparation 
for a rebound in demand. 


obertson for Reasons 1.4 (b,d) 1. (C) PolMiloff delivered reftel demarche on April 3 to MFA Security F 


DP growth (7.6% GNP) for 2005, well above expectations and the 5% program target. Surprisingly h 
momic Counselor Katherine Β. Hadda. Reasons: 1.4 (b) and (d). 1. (C) Summary: Officials of New 2 


: Ambassador Richard H. Jones, reasons 1. 4(b) and (d). 1. (C) Summary: One week after the reop 
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8. The press has covered the Egyptian\'s case widely in a 
straight-forward and factual manner. Although the GOJVs 
initial press strategy focused on agriculture 

shifting gears to get out the message on human health. 
USAID is working with Johns Hopkins University to release 
immediately some television announcements 

for Egypt 

on avian flu is also on a fast track 

or two to get its television announcements off the ground. 
Press placements are being done already. 


9. The Embassy\'s Avian Influenza Task Force met on April 2 
to discuss the case 

steps. The Task Force agreed to take the following actions: 
the Ambassador will lead a discussion of avian flu at Town 
Hall meetings on the morning of April 6 for American staff 
family members and locally-engaged staff. A Management 


Notice will be circulated to all staff on April 2 

warden message following similar lines will be distributed 
shortly after that. A public informational event on avian 

flu for all concerned members of the larger Embassy 
community 

staff at the American Language Center will be held on the 
afternoon of April 6. Embassy ESTH Officer will participate 
in a webchat about avian flu on Tuesday 
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3. (U) This time around 

election. Howaida Samy Al Aosta was one of 22 candidates 
seeking a seat on the real estate committee; she won a seat 
placing in the top 15. Twenty-nine lawyers vied for seats on 
their committee 

respectively 

schools committees. 


4. (C) Conoff observed the opening of the polls at the JCCI 
offices and was shown around by Sharaf al-Sharif 

Region Branch Manager of the Saudi Export Development Center 
an organization established under the auspices of the Council 

of Saudi Chambers of Commerce to promote Saudi exports (other 
than petroleum). Conoff was present for more than half of the 
time during which the polls were open 


pan has decided to present its candidature for election to membership of the United Nations Human | 


OV, SF SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICA ECONOMIC NEWSLETTER MARCH 31 2006 ISSUE 1. Sumi 
y taken in February. Food and beverages led the way with a rise of 8.5 percent, although this was pi 
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single one of the JCCI\'s estimated 3 

After asking where the women\'s polls were located 

informed that there was no separate polling place for women. 
The Florida State-educated al-Sharif acknowledged the low 
turnout among female JCCI members and said 

participate\" in JCCI activities. V'This is a shame 

\"but | believe it will be at least ten years before women 
participate normally.\" He said he understood why women may 
feel uncomfortable becoming actively in JCCI affairs 

that many men are hostile to their being here.\" 


5. (C) NOTE AND COMMENT. In the November board election 
even after the Ministry of Commerce\'s eleventh-hour decision 
to permit women to stand as candidates 

for the first election in Saudi history in which women 
participated on equal terms with men 

extremely low 

members casting ballots (reftel E). While international 
observers have read recent elections in the JCCI and other 
Saudi chambers of commerce like tea leaves 

evidence of nascent democracy and theretofore unseen shifts 
in societal attitudes toward women in Saudi Arabia 
businesswomen seem to be generally indifferent to the 
elections. END NOTE AND COMMENT. 


GOLD MERCHANTSY BOYCOTT 
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6. (U) Consulate contacts reported that gold merchants 
boycotted the committee elections in an effort to pressure 

the Ministry of Commerce to drop its 10096 Saudization 
requirement (i.e. 

businesses. Merchants have reportedly threatened to cancel 
their Saudi commercial registrations 

businesses to Dubai or other Gulf countries 

in Saudi Arabia as foreign firms 

Saudi employment requirement to 2596. Contacts have said that 
the JCCI will soon hold an emergency meeting to address the 
merchants\' demands. 

Gfoeller 
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industry requires tough orders 


Mainichi: 
(1) Chinese President HuVs statement: How will prime ministerial 
candidates respond to it? 
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(2) Bid-rigging-oriented corporate Japan contributing to growing 
social disparity 


Yomiuri: 
(1) Splitting the bill for reorganizing US forces 
(2) \"One SegW services should become national 


Nihon Keizai: 
(1) Transparency essential in nuclear cycle 


Sankei: 

(1) Territorial descriptions in high school textbooks 
commendable 

(2) Organ Transplant Law must be revised quickly 


Tokyo Shimbun: 

(1) Basic Environment Law: Give thought to ways to maintain 
prosperity 

(2) High school textbooks: Insight essential 


3) Poll: Minshuto support rate drops 8 points to record low of 
12%; Cabinet approval rating remains unchanged at 48% 


MAINICHI (Page 2) (Full) 
April 3 


Public support for the Koizumi cabinet remained unchanged from 
the previous survey in February at 48% 

poll conducted by the Mainichi Shimbun on April 1-2. Those who 
said they disapprove of the cabinet decreased 4 points to 36%. 


Broken down by party 

Democratic Party (LDP) 

Democratic Party of Japan. This figure is down 8 points and is 

the lowest ever level since it was merged with Jiyuto (Liberal 

Party) in September 2003. The poll underscored the seriousness of 
the email fiasco involving the largest opposition party. 


Of those who rated the Koizumi cabinet favorably 

points 

politics may change." Other reasons included: \"The prime minister 
is from the LDP 

disapproved of the cabinet because economic recovery has been 
delayed 

supported no specific party increased 7 points to 43%. 
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4) Poll: Abe top public choice for next prime minister at 36% 
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followed by Fukuda with 18% 


MAINICHI (Page 1) (Excerpts) 
April 3 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo Abe came in first with 36% in a 
nationwide (telephone) survey by the Mainichi Shimbun on April 1- 
2 on who should be the next prime minister from among six Liberal 
Democratic Party members 

Secretary Yasuo Fukuda with 18%. Compared with the previous 


SIPDIS 

survey in January 

candidates significantly narrowed from 28 points to 18 points. 
Foreign Minister Taro Aso and Finance Minister Sadakazu Tanigaki 
came in a distance third and fourth with 3% and 1% 


In the previous survey 
lawmakers as potential candidates 
picked Fukuda. 


5) Poll: 69% say announcement of resignation by Minshuto head 
Maehara too late; Ozawa most favored to succeed Maehara 
by Kan 


YOMIURI (Page 1) (Full) 
April 2006 


Following the announcement by Minshuto (Democratic Party of 
Japan) President Seiji Maehara that he would resign from his 
post 

April 1-2. According to the results of the poll 

respondents said Maehara\'s resignation was only natural 

41% said he had no choice but to quit his post. As a result 
nearly 80% of the respondents said that they accepted his 
resignation as reasonable. Of the 80% 

decision came too late. Only 15% said that he did not need to 
step down. 


The survey showed that 24% said that Ichiro Ozawa 
president of the party 

heavyweight Minshuto members to succeed Maehara 
Naoto Kan 

Hatoyama with 10% 

Watanabe with 6%. Among Minshuto supporters 
while 27% favored Kan. 


According to the poll 

House of Representatives member Hisayasu Nagata to resign 
25% said that he had no choice but to do so. More than 90% said 
that his resignation was acceptable. Only 6% said he did not need 
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to give up his Diet seat. Nagata brought up the fake e-mail in 
the Diet. 


Forty-nine% said that the way Minshuto handled the scandal was 
unacceptable 

handling of the matter. The figures indicate that most people do 
not believe Minshuto has sufficiently explained who made the 
fabricated e-mail and why it was produced. Fifty-four percent of 
Minshuto supporters said that they could not accept the party\'s 
handling of the fiasco. 


Asked whether Minshuto had the capability of assuming the 
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political reins 
deemed it capable. 


The approval rate for the cabinet of Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi gained two percentage points from the previous month\'s 
survey to 56.8% 


6) Kyodo poll: Ozawa 
Minshuto president; 75% say resignations came too late 


TOKYO SHIMBUN (Top Play) (Excerpts) 
April 3 


Minshuto (Democratic Party of Japan) President Seiji Maehara and 
other top party executives have announced they will resign en 
masse over the fake email fiasco that suggested that the son of 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) Secretary General Tsutomu Takebe 
received money illicitty from Takafumi Horie 

Internet firm Livedoor Co. 

the announcement of the mass resignation 

nationwide telephone survey on April 1-2 to seek public opinion 
about who should assume the main opposition party Minshuto 
(Democratic Party of Japan) presidency. The results of the poll 
showed that Ichiro Ozawa 

Naoto Kan 

next party president 

respondents and Kan with 21.1%. As to the timing of the 
resignation of the current executives 

late 

while 58.9% said it was natural for the party leadership to step 
down. Those who responded to the poll expressed their harsh 
perspectives on Maehara and other top executives. 


Regarding the resignation of House of Representative member 
Hisayasu Nagata 


3Y: In this cable, Post provides comments on the Overseas Private Investment Corporation,s (ΟΡΙΟ) 
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76.6% said it was to be expected 
necessary for Nagata to resign. 


The approval rate for the Koizumi cabinet rose 4.1 percentage 
points from the survey in late March to 54.5% 
disapproval rate declined 5.4 points to 35.6%. 


The poll also found that Yukio Hatoyama came in third place with 
13.5% 

and Takashi Kawamura with 4.1%. Ozawa had 34.5% support from 
Minshuto supporters 


The results showed the Liberal Democratic Party with 43.3% 
support 

16.9% support 

4.5% 

Social Democratic Party down 0.6 point to 2.2% 

down 0.1 point to 0.4% 

and 26.5% 


7) Poll: Ozawa favored as new Minshuto head by 25% of public 
followed by Kan with 17% support 


MAINICHI (Page 1) (Excerpts) 
April 3 


Asked who they would prefer to be the next Democratic Party of 
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Japan (Minshuto) head among six party members prior to the party 
presidential election on April 7 

President Ichiro Ozawa 

To a question asking if Minshuto today has the ability to hold 

the reins of government 

Vyes 

party in the wake of the falsified email imbroglio 

the resignation of party President Seiji Maehara. 


Besides Ozawa and Kan 

picked by 9% 

Diet Affairs Committee Chairman Kozo Watanabe with 4% 
Constitution Committee Chairman Yukio Edano with 2%. The poll 
however 

\"There is no appropriate candidate among the six 

underscoring a shortage of human resources in the party. 


8) Ozawa eager to head Minshuto 


SANKEI (Top Play) (Excerpts) 


2man rolled out in February its much anticipated National Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Plan wit 
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April 3 


Ichiro Ozawa 

Japan (Minshuto) 

the party presidential election. But Ozawa is expected to stop 
short of referring to his candidacy during a press conference 
today 

party. He intends to carefully watch moves by former party 
President Naoto Kan 

but some party members offer negative views about selecting the 
party president through talks. In the run-up to the voting on 

April 7 


Appearing on the Fuji TV program Hodo 2001 yesterday (recorded on 
March 31) 

presidential race 

whether | am running at the top or at the bottom." He also said: 
\"Minshuto is still an incomplete political party 

like the people to understand that the party may be able to 

dethrone the government. In this sense 

myself to changing the party." 


9) Abe 
arguing 
precondition for holding a summit meeting" 


ASAHI (Page 1) (Full) 
April 3 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Abe and Foreign Minister Aso yesterday 
appeared on TV talk shows and expressed critical views of Chinese 
President Hu Jintao\'s recent remark that he would agree to a 
summit when the Japanese leader stops visiting Yasukuni Shrine. 
Hu\'s remark implies that in his foreign policy toward Japan in 

the years ahead 

to Prime Minister Koizumi will visit Yasukuni Shrine. Abe and 

Aso 

position 

remark. 


Appearing on a TV Asahi talk show and other programs 
criticized China\'s policy: \"It\'s a wrong policy to use the option 


TOKYO 00001749 006 OF 010 


of not holding a summit meeting as a precondition for achieving a 
political goal. .. . Under such a policy 

involving the two nations emerged 

hold a summit meeting.\' | wonder if it is a good thing to 

sacrifice our political and economic assertions to hold a summit 
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meeting 

in the political area 

rules to prevent them from affecting (economic ties).\" 


In responding to the question of whether he will visit Yasukuni 
Shrine if he becomes prime minister 

say: Vl have no intention to make a Yasukuni visit a political 
slogan. This issue should be eliminated from the diplomatic 
agenda. When asked 

Abe replied: V'No. Of course not. | think it is wise not to 

declare everything. Talking about Yasukuni Shrine could trigger a 
diplomatic issue and hurt our national interests.\" 


Aso also appeared on TV programs yesterday 

talk show. Referring to HuYs remark 

for the top leaders to meet 

indicating that refraining from visiting Yasukuni Shrine should 

not be made a precondition for holding a summit meeting. He went 
on 

more complicated. Given that the prime minister is the 
representative of the nation 

shrine visit from other nations) would simply make the situation 
even more difficult.\" 


Speaking of the question of separate enshrinement of Class-A war 
criminals 

Shrine asserts that separate enshrinement is impossible. The 
government is not constitutionally allowed to intervene in the 
business of a religious corporation.\" 


10) Government reconsidering timetable for SDF withdrawal from 
Iraq 
Iraqi administration 


NIHON KEIZAI (Page 1) (Excerpts) 
April 3 


The government yesterday began taking a second look at a 
timetable for starting the withdrawal of Ground Self-Defense 
Force (GSDF) personnel helping with Iraq reconstruction in 
Samawah with this fall or later in mind. The government had 
originally planned to pull out GSDF troops in two stages between 
April and June. However 

government 

delayed substantially. Some take the view that it would be 
difficult to pull out GSDF personnel at an early stage when 
Australian troops 

US troops 

still in Iraq. 


Commenting on procedures for a GSDF pullout 


3 1. (SBU) U.S., U.K., United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime experts, together with Kenyan law e 
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Taro Aso on a TV Asahi talk show noted that there would be a time 
lag between the decision and the timetable for actually pulling 

out GSDF troops. He said that there would be a possibility of the 
decision being made by September 

Koizumi\'s tenure as the president of the Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) expires 
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might not take place before the fall or later. This was the first 
time for any cabinet minister to mention that a timeline for a 
GSDF withdrawal could be in the fall or later. 


11) Option of withdrawing GSDF from Iraq not until fall or later 
surfaces out of consideration for Japan-US relations 


NIHON KEIZAI (Page 2) (Full) 
April 3 


Commentary 


The government has begun considering postponing the withdrawal of 
Ground Self-Defense troops from Iraq until this fall or later out 

of consideration for the United States 

committed to Iraq militarily. Japan-US relations have been 

delicate due to Japan\'s reinstatement of a ban on US beef imports 
in connection with BSE and the realignment of US forces in Japan. 
Tokyo obviously does not want to increase factors that would rock 
relations with the US. 


Foreign Minister Taro Aso is scheduled to visit the US later this 
month to discuss the question of withdrawing the GSDF with 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. He is also scheduled to hold 


SIPDIS 

talks with British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw during his visit 

to Japan in May. Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi is also 

expected to visit the US in late June to hold talks with 

President Bush. The view is spreading in the Japanese government 
that a withdrawal from Iraq before the planned Koizumi-Bush talks 
would be difficult. Aso also indicated difficulty in making moves 

in the summer heat. All those views seem to explain why the 

option of postponing the withdrawal until the fall or later has 
surfaced. 


12) Japan produces Guam relocation housing plan allowing Japanese 
firms to build and mange housing and US military to lease land 

for 50 years; Coordination to start with senior-working-level 

talks tomorrow 


PARM, PREL, KTBT, AM SUBJECT: DEMARCHE DELIVERED: CLARIFICATION OF ACTIVITIES A 
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NIHON ΚΕΙΖΑΙ (Page 2) (Abridged slightly) 
April 3 


The Japanese government outlined yesterday a housing plan for the 
relocation of US Marine Corps from Okinawa to Guam 

point in the realignment of US forces in Japan. The plan is 

designed to: (1) allow the Japan Bank for International 

Cooperation (JBIC) to finance the project to let Japanese 
corporations construct and manage housing in Guam; (2) let the US 
military lease land to Japanese corporations for 50 years; and 

(3) allow Japanese firms to collect rent from US military 

families occupying the housing. The government envisages 2.55 
billion dollars from the JBIC for the housing project. 


The government\'s Guam housing plan is aimed at constraining its 
outlays from the general-account budget. The United States has 
estimated the Guam relocation cost at 10 billion dollars. Of 

this 

dollars. If Tokyo accepts Washington\'s request 

fiscal outlays would swell to 900 billion yen. 


At the senior-working-level meeting of Japanese and US diplomatic 
and defense officials to be held in Washington for three days 
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from April 4 

plan to seek Washington\'s understanding. Japan also intends to 
ask for a detailed US explanation of its estimate and tell the US 
that Japan cannot accept the total cost and Japan\'s share asked 
by the US. 


The JBIC is not allowed to invest in or extend loans to Japanese 
corporations 

for aid to developing countries. The government is planning to 
submit a US force realignment promotion bill to the current Diet 
session spelling out legal grounds for revising the JBIC Law. The 
JBIC and Japanese corporations will jointly provide security for 
financing the project and against the event of the US military 
closing its base in Guam. 


Japanese corporations are examining Japanese housing makers and 
other firms. They will elicit investment from private financial 
institutions 

US military personnel and their families to use their housing 
allowances for rent and Japanese firms to use rent paid to 

improve and maintain the housing. Japan intends to utilize the 

JBIC to cover a little over 3 billion dollars for building 

infrastructure 

families 


ı a total of 266 Municipal Councils (MCs), Urban Councils (UCs), and Pradeshiya Sabhas (PSs- villag 
1ining and Rehabilitation (NCDR) is eligible to apply for a humanitarian mine action grant. The grant: 
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13) Futenma relocation: Local coordination likely to be 
protracted 


MAINICHI (Page 2) (Abridged) 
April 3 


The government and the city of Nago 

foregone a meeting scheduled to take place early this week 
between Defense Agency Director General Fukushiro Nukaga and Nago 
Mayor Yoshikazu Shimabukuro over the pending issue of relocating 
the US Marine Corps\' Futenma Air Station to a coastal area of 
Camp Schwab in Nago. Their coordination over the Futenma 
relocation will now likely be protracted. Meanwhile 

the United States are to hold an intergovernmental meeting of 
senior officials in Washington on April 4-6 to talk about the 
realignment of US forces in Japan. The government is working on 
Nago City to resume coordination at an early date while being 
poised to release a final report with the US government even 
without Nago\'s consent to the government\'s relocation plan. 


Nukaga yesterday visited Nago City 

service for the late former Nago Mayor Tateo Kishimoto. Nukaga 
there asked Shimabukuro to resume talks early this week. The 
mayor 

will be in touch with each other this week to coordinate 

told reporters at Naha Airport yesterday evening. However 
mayor told reporters that he would like to uphold the city\'s 
standpoint in his talks with the government. There is no knowing 
if the mayor will respond to the defense chief\'s proposal to meet 
this week. 


14) Government-level talks on share of construction 
expenses for ITER; Japan to pay 130 billion yen 


ASAHI (Page 2) (Full) 
April 2 
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A vice-ministerial meeting of seven countries that will take part 

in the International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) 
project 

1 in Tokyo. The meeting reached an agreement on each country\'s 
share of construction and operational expenses for the reactor. 
The agreement will go into effect possibly before the end of the 
current fiscal year after being ratified by the participating 

countries. Construction will then start. 
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It was agreed on at the meeting that Japan 

Russia 

project as follows: The EU will bear 45.5% of the construction 
expenses (approximately 570 billion yen) 

countries will defray the remaining amount with each absorbing 
9.1%. Operational expenses are expected to total approximately 
600 billion yen over a 20-year period. The share of the EU for 
this spending item is 34% 

and the rest of the countries with 10% each. Japan\'s share will 
total approximately 130 billion yen. 


15) Japan signs customs agreement with China: Prevention of 
smuggling of fake brand-name products eyed 


TOKYO SHIMBUN (Page 3) (Full) 
April 3 


The Mutual Customs Assistance Agreement to enable Japanese and 
Chinese customs officials to exchange information for the 

prevention of smuggling went into effect yesterday. The aim of 

the accord is to prevent the rapidly increasing smuggling of fake 
brand-name products 

of the two countries yesterday concluded the accord yesterday in 
Beijing. 


Under the accord 

information on smugglers and methods they employ so as to 
strengthen border controls. They will also cooperate to simplify 
customs procedures for smoother trade. 


In 2004 
infringed on intellectual property rights 
preceding year. 


16) Toyota Motors plans to sell 10.4 million vehicles in 2010 
increase of 3 million units mainly in US 


TOKYO SHIMBUN (Page 1) (Full) 
April 3 


It was learned yesterday that Toyota Motors plans annual sales of 
10.4 million vehicles on the global market in 2010. Toyota would 
be the first company among automakers in the world to break the 
10 million level. Backed by its upbeat overseas business 
company will aim to boost sales by approximately 3 million units 
over the next five years with a focus on North America 

market 


If the plan is realized 
rise from the current 11% or so to around 15% over the next five 
years. The Toyota Group 


CID E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: EFIN, PGOV, ELAB, AU SUBJECT: Bank\'s Problems Shake Austrian 
sons 1.4(b) and (d) 1. (C) Mohammed Abul Hassan, Political Advisor to Kuwaiti Amir Shaykh Sabal 
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Motors 
that into account. 
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By region 

America 

the 3 million level for the first time as a foreign automaker 
excluding the US Big Three. Chances are that it might overtake 
Ford Motors 


Toyota\'s plan for the Chinese market is to sell 1 million units 
about five times the present level. It will also aim to boost 
sales in Europe and Asia 

500 


As growth in sales in the Japanese market are projected to remain 
low 
countries as the US and China. 


Toyota has estimated that its sales in 2010 would reach around 73 
million 

would grow 2% a year over the next five years. Anticipating that 
demand for hybrid vehicles and fuel-efficient compact cars will 
increase 

world in 2005 

ofthe auto market. 


DONOVAN 


59041 
DOWN!" 


Ref: Dushanbe 576 


1. (SBU) Summary: Corruption is rife in Kazakhstan 

sectors from education to health care. Kazakhstani perceptions of 
the impact and acceptability of the various forms of corruption 

are nuanced. While they are decidedly critical of the large- 

scale corruption found at the top levels of business and 
government 

kickbacks as a necessary remedy to an overly bureaucratic system. 
Regardless of perceptions 

Kazakhstani society clearly weakens rule of law and diminishes 

the sense of civic responsibility. End Summary 


2. (SBU) The purpose of this cable is to provide anecdotal 
examples of corruption 
as part of a coordinated reporting effort. Please see additional 


ral Jake Walles, per reasons 1.4 (b) and (d). 1. (C) Summary. Palestinian Central Elections Comm 
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corruption pieces from Ashgabat 
Tashkent. 


3. (SBU) As in other post Soviet states 

is not simply an isolated practice of the social elite 

rather a pervasive and socially ingrained phenomenon that affects 
all levels of society. In bribery 

corruption is extensive 

exchange arrangements and extortion are also prevalent in 
Kazakhstan. Moreover 

and judicial systems 

regulation and permitting agencies 

control 


4. (SBU) The prototypical example of Kazakhstani corruption is 
seen everyday on the street 

extort bribes from motorists. When caught speeding 

illegal turn 

traffic violation 

officer and typically asked to get in the police vehicle where a 
second officer is sitting. After a short conversation 

driver will pass 200 to 500 tenge ($2-5) to the second officer 
with a handshake and be on his way. For more serious infractions 
such as drunk driving 

said to be between 10 


5. (SBU) Police have also been known to coerce bribes by working 
together to create confusing traffic situations. For example 

one individual recounted an experience where police sitting in 
their vehicle near an out-of-service traffic light appeared to be 
waving motorists to pass. Once they did so however 

officer some distance away would stop them for having broken the 
law. When the indignant "offender confronted the first officer 

he claimed that he had merely been stretching his arm out the 
window. Accordingly 

profession; the hiring process itself is subject to knowing 

bribing 


6. (SBU) Kazakhstan\'s burgeoning car culture provides many other 
opportunities for exploitation. Without bribing the driving 

instructor 

pass the driving exam. Even those who do pass without bribing 
then face up to a six month ‘processing\' delay. Kazakhstani law 


es (SAF) have violated the CPA timetable for withdrawal of its forces from the South, CG met with a 
2rugs section First Secretary Brian Cahalane regarding the Independent Inquiry SIPDIS Committee\' 
64 C.ADANA 67 ADANA 00000068 001.2 OF 002 1. (SBU) Summary: Violent civil unrest abate 
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also requires annual vehicle inspections 

Japanese and German imports that clog the streets are capable of 
passing legitimately. However 

payment" alleviates the problem. The result is a plethora of 
highly polluting and sometimes dangerous vehicles on the streets. 


7. (SBU) As in Soviet times 

professions remain substantially underpaid. Hence 

regularly make use of gifts and bribes to ensure doctors careful 
attention or to circumvent waiting lists. Various hospital 

services are also for sale. One local resident who suffered a 
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serious 

would be required to return to work within two days. Realizing 
that to be impossible 

receptionist with a gift basket 

extended by a week. 


8. (SBU) Kazakhstan\'s educational system is notoriously subject 
to corruption at all levels 

private schools and prestigious universities. In order to enroll 

her young nephew in a special elementary school 

citizen took note of the director\'s casual remarks about the 
school\'s lack of learning materials. After a considerable 
donation of supplies to the school 

admitted. University admission exams are also routinely sold 
prior to the exam period 

tenge ($8-130). The American-affiliated 

KIMEP is a notable exception to the rule of institutional 
corruption in higher education and 

the best academic reputation in the country. However 

is not completely immune to the problem; Americans working there 
report instances of bribery involving professors 

occasionally heads of departments. 


9. (SBU) Beyond admission 

full doctoral degrees is for sale 

($8) for the former and upwards of 500 

latter. However 

less common than bribing the supervising committee. Everybody 
knows 

for your advisors and showering them with gifts 
no chance of being approved 

Additionally 

off to companies for up to 150 

is passed along to the students. 


10. (SBU) Corruption is also manifest at nearly every stage of 


D GOP REACH SETTLEMENT AFTER 35 YEARS REF: LIMA 207 AND PREVIOUS 1. (SBU) Sumr 
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the government bureaucracy. When renewing passports 
permits 

navigating the regulatory environment 

often presented with the option of either investing enormous 
amounts of time and effort in dealing with the inefficient 
bureaucracy 

making the bureaucracy un-navigable or exacerbating its existing 
inefficiencies is an effective way of implicitly soliciting 
kickbacks. Consequently 

bureaucrats often deliberately hold up paperwork 

hours 

renewing a passport can take several months without a bribe. 


11. (SBU) Corruption is especially acute in customs and border 
control 

Kazakhstan. Travelers crossing regional borders by car are often 
hassled with ad hoc customs restrictions until asmall bribe or 
gift is produced. On a much larger scale 

quantities of goods from China are regularly smuggled into to 
Kazakhstan with the help of border officials. In a recent 
publicized case 

extorting up to $4000 from each truck carrying smuggled Chinese 
goods into Kazakhstan 

a month at a single outpost. 


12. (SBU) In addition to goods 

illegally across borders for a fee - such as prostitutes from 
Tashkent or laborers from Tajikistan - as Kazakhstan offers one 

of the most profitable working environments in Central Asia. One 
Kyrgyz student from KIMEP did not mind skipping classes because 
he said 

him a job that pays more than any legitimate one he might obtain. 


13. (SBU) The legal structure is widely perceived to be corrupt 
and politically influenced. Despite being the highest paid civil 
servants in the country 

law establishing a jury trial system has been passed 
implementation. Nevertheless 

will be available in only the most serious criminal cases 

in civil and minor criminal cases lawyers will continue to act as 
the intermediary between clients and judges. Overall 
Kazakhstanis see the process 
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corruption 


14. (SBU) Finally 
existence of a truly objective press in Kazakhstan. Instead 
Kazakhstanis often feel that few media outlets or journalists 
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remain unbiased 

the auspices of local businessmen and politicians 

least swayed by them. As a consequence 

markedly more faith in hearsay and anecdotal evidence and less in 
print media than do Americans. 


15. (SBU) While Kazakhstanis are decidedly critical of high-level 
political and business-related corruption 

its street-level variant. In fact 

that locals sometimes fail to distinguish it from the motions of 
daily life. Instead 

kickbacks 

as a way to circumvent a hopelessly slow bureaucracy or exercise 
a certain degree of freedom in an otherwise inflexible system. 


16. (SBU) The resulting corruption in some industries 

health care 

almost unanimously agree that the meager salaries paid doctors 
and their staffs cannot possibly ensure the level of service 
required of them 

seen as a natural result of a weak system 

the burden of responsibility away from both the giving and 
receiving parties. 


17. (SBU) Many Kazakhstanis 

type of corruption progressively undermines institutions such as 
the educational system 

objection to corruption in general. Yet 

that they prefer the status quo to a system completely without 
corruption. Furthermore 

eliminate corruption at all levels and to set the example for the 
country. The situation is often summed up with the old Russian 
saying 


18. (SBU) The prevalence of corruption serves to effectively 
widen the already significant gap between the rich and the poor. 
Wealthy citizens can easily out-bribe the poor for preferential 
treatment in all the areas mentioned above. Because they can 
easily afford numerous 

likely to disregard traffic laws and act with some level of 
impunity in other situations 

equality under the law. While the economic impact of "everyday" 
corruption is likely small 


31 meeting with Somali Transitional Federal President Abdullahi Yusuf, Ambassador reassured Yusuf 
EF: 05 MUSCAT 1916 ------- SUMMARY ------- 1. Muscat hosted the 2006 World Summit on Innoval 
ns 1.4 (b) and (d) (C) On March 31 Poloff delivered reftel points (A and B) to Sulev Kannike, MFA Co 


stious Diseases Unit at the Ministry of Health and Women, the lead government agency on this matte 
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intended to subvert free market mechanisms undoubtedly have a 
significant negative effect on Kazakhstan\'s economic potential. 


19. (SBU) Widespread bureaucratic corruption undoubtedly weakens 
the authority of the government. Whether due to increased media 
focus on corruption or the government\'s efforts to shift the 

blame 

cause of the perceived increase in corruption since the fall of 

the USSR. When Kazakhstan was part of the Soviet Union 

political corruption rarely made headlines and "everyday" 

corruption had not yet been stigmatized. Kazakhstan\'s particular 
trajectory of democratization is also blamed for the rising 

oligarchy in the country. 


20. (SBU) Comment: In the Kazakhstani context 
inflicts its greatest damage by slowly undermining the 
institutions of law 

takes root 
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stronger and the fight against it more challenging. It is 

difficult to judge whether or when Kazakhstan will be able to 
combat this problem. In a country with such centralized power 
and poorly-developed sense of individual civic duty 

that only a demonstration of political will from the very top 

could reverse current trends. However 

that such a demonstration will be forthcoming anytime soon. End 
Comment. 


ORDWAY 
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circulation 

President Maehara\'s decision to step down marks a bitter 
end to the confusion arising from the phony email 
scandal. On Friday 

leadership resigned to take responsibility for the 

turmoil. Hisayasu Nagata 

Diet 

apparently reflect the embattled main opposition party\'s 
desire to turn things around as it prepares for the 

latter half of the Diet session and a by-election in 

Chiba Prefecture\'s seventh constituency.... Maehara\'s 
decision came too late. The fact that it took him six 
weeks to settle the problem can be blamed on his 


ator (RC) and Poloff met with General Manager of South Oil Company (SOC) Jabbar Ali Husayn Al Lt 
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inability to properly deal with the crisis facing his 
party. 


2. \"The DPJ had been flooded with protests 

people saying that they could no longer trust the party. 
The DPJ needs to be aware that regaining this lost trust 
will not be an easy matter.... The chaos created by the 
DPJ has delayed deliberations in the Diet 

that has increased distrust in politicians and political 
parties overall. In addition 

difficult for the DPJ to take power from the ruling 
coalition. According a recent Yomiuri poll 

percent of respondents said that the DPJ is not fit to 

run the country. The DPJ will likely choose Maehara\'s 
successor Friday at a general meeting of party lawmakers 
from both Houses of the Diet.... The DPJ is composed of 
an eclectic mix of legislators who previously belonged to 
other parties 

Party and the left-leaning Social Democratic Party.... 
There are major fissures among DPJ members over such 
issues as foreign relations 

basic policies." 


3. VHow Will Potential Prime Ministers React to Chinese 
President's Remarks?\" An editorial in the liberal 
Mainichi commented (4/3): During a meeting in Beijing 
with senior officials of pro-China Japanese 
organizations 

was Vready to hold talks with any Japanese leader who 
promises to never again visit Yasukuni Shrine 

enshrines the souls of Class-A war criminals.V... This is 
the first time for a Chinese leader to directly link 

visits to Yasukuni and summit meetings 

again China\'s unyielding stance on the matter... 
Bilateral relations remain chilly 

leader has visited the other nation in more that four-and- 
a-half years.... 


4. VWith such issues in the background as ChinaVs 
development of natural gas fields in the East China Sea 
and the suicide of a Japanese communications officer at 
the Shanghai Consulate General 

bilateral relations are at their lowest point since the 

two countries normalized ties in 1972.... It appears that 
Beijing has given up on improving relations with Japan 
while PM Koizumi is in office.... With the enactment of 
the fiscal 2006 state budget 

behind the scenes to select a successor to PM Koizumi 
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ler to travel to Grenada on April 19-20, 2006. 2. Understand Embassy assistance is not required. If yı 
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who is scheduled to step down as LDP president in 
September. It is fair to say that President Hu had 
Japan\'s domestic political situation in mind when he met 
with officials of the pro-China Japanese organizations. 
His remarks were directed not so much at Koizumi as at 
those who would seek to succeed him.\" 


DONOVAN 
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bring him into conflict with the police 

international community. Bainimarama dismissed such \"by the 
book" concerns as not applying to the Fiji context. He added 
that he does not care about a possible loss of aid from 
Australia 

\"strong possibility" of a coup 

alter course. 


2. (C) In other developments 

troops in a \"parade\" through Suva on the day Fiji\'s 
Parliament went into pre-election dissolution. Our 
conversations with RFMF senior officers lately leave the 
impression the Commander has the support of his troops. In 
conversations with Bainimarama 

visitors have made clear U.S. views of the proper 
civil-military relationship and have signaled the sort of 
negative consequences that would follow a coup. It is 
possible the RFMF\'s recent statements are bluff 

influence voters against Qarase and his party in the 
elections; but even that would be disturbing. We will 
continue efforts to convince military leaders to act in 
appropriately democratic fashion. Commander Bainimarama\'s 
Iraq-planning visit to Washington in late April will be 

another opportunity to reiterate USG views. End Summary. 


Fiji's fractured civil-military relations 

3. (C) We have received several indications in recent weeks 
that the Republic of Fiji Military Forces (RFMF) is seriously 
contemplating a coup if the current Qarase government is 
reelected and doesn\'t change course. Reftels lay out the 
fractured relationship between RFMF Commander Bainimarama and 
Prime Minister Qarase\'s government and indications that the 
RFMF might seek to remove the government if it continues to 
act contrary to the RFMF\'s view of the national interest. 
Bainimarama drew two lines in the sand in February: if Fiji\'s 
Great Council of Chiefs selections in early March of FijiVs 
new President and Vice President were tainted by the 2000 
coup (in the end the GCC reselected the incumbents 

the RFMF) or if constitutionally required elections in 2006 
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are flawed. Bainimarama has since qualified the elections 
issue 

be manipulated by the Qarase government and will not be free 
and fair; however 

to perform appropriately: to set aside flawed reconciliation 

and fishing-rights bills; to turn away from 

\"racist/nationalist\" politics. 


Added evidence of RFMF \"coup\" contemplation 

4.(S) We received on March 30 a copy of a \"secret\" memo 
Fiji Police Commissioner Andrew Hughes (protect) wrote after 
meeting with Commander Bainimarama on February 27. 
Admittedly the memo is a month old 

interlocutor on March 30 he considers it still accurate. 
(Hughes 

to Fiji 

follow up at the moment. We have known him to be a solid 
professional policeman with excellent judgment.) In recent 
months 

appeared relatively close seven months ago 

become strained. The Feb. 27 meeting did not help matters. 
Hughes portrayed an erratic Bainimarama surrounded by a 
compliant officers corps that is feeding the CommanderYs 
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sense of righteous grievance against the Qarase government. 


5. (S) Hughes attempted unsuccessfully to allay 
Bainimarama\'s concern that the police were gearing up to 
confront the army. The conversation then broadened to the 
RFMF\'s Pakistan-like \"doctrine of necessity 

justification for potential military action against the 
government (ref A). Bainimarama railed against the \"evil 
corrupt 

regret for putting Qarase in power during the events of 2000. 
He said he should have retained power himself 

even 40 years. Now 

government 

would rule by himself. Bainimarama discussed three possible 
flashpoints. First was the March president and vice 
president selection process (now OBE). Second would be 
re-election of the Qarase government. Bainimarama said he 
\"would not tolerate regression back to ethno-nationalism.\" 
Third 

election and civil disorder results 

in to restore order (seemingly to buttress the government 
not to remove it). 


ouncil. The elections will be held in New York in May 2006. 2. Mission will respond that careful con: 
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\"Coup as catastrophe\" argument falls on deaf ears 

6. (5) Bainimarama rejected Hughes view that a military 
government would be catastrophic for Fiji 

unnamed Indo-Fijian businessmen had told him Fiji could 
bounce back from another coup in 18 months. Bainimarama 
added that he does not care about international reaction 
including the possible loss of aid money from Australia 
United States and New Zealand. 


\"Don\'t worry\" v. \"the stick\" 

7.(S) Hughes noted (as we have) inconsistencies in 
Bainimarama\'s logic. He swung between saying \"Don\'t worry 
there won\'t be a military intervention\" to implying a near 
inevitability of intervention no matter what happens at the 

polls. Hughes reported he told Bainimarama that removing the 
government \"would amount to treason.\" The police 

courts 

against him. Bainimarama dismissed this as \"doing it by the 
book 

suggested Bainimarama should educate rather than threaten. 
The Commander said education wouldn\'t work. The Fijian 
people \"only respond to the stick from us.\" When Hughes 
raised practical issues for his police under a coup scenario 
including for personal-protection officers who might be 

caught in the middle 

didn\'t get in the way 

memo notes that the police would be powerless to prevent a 
takeover. 


Lines have been drawn 

8. (S) In conclusion 

which \"the lines have been drawn." Hughes alleged the 
Commander is \"distorting and exaggerating\" the situation in 
Fiji to suit his own agenda. He sees a duty to protect the 
nation in a role that \"transcends democratic principles and 
processes. He professes not to want to intervene 

militarily 

his demands 

contrary views and is underestimating or ignoring the 
repercussions of a coup. Hughes concludes that Bainimarama 
is prepared for a military takeover 

possibility this will occur if Qarase is returned to power in 

May and pursues policies that offend the Commander\'s sense of 
what is right. Hughes ends by judging that the RFMF is not 

as strong nor as well-led as in 1987 (Fiji\'s first coups). 

In any coup attempt 

any military government would be inherently unstable 

would lead to bloodshed and 
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downfall. 


Recent events: an RFMF march in the streets 

9. (U) In March 

themselves frequently into Fiji\'s political debate. On March 

27 

elections (May 6-13) 

(estimates vary) of his troops in a military parade across 

the capital city 

soldiers and their leader dressed in camouflage and carried 
weapons. Bainimarama told the media the soldiers were doing 
\"what soldiers should be doing - taking long walks 


SUVA 00000133 003 OF 003 


is a public display of reassurance to the public." 


RFMF inner circle: support for the Commander 

10. (C) At a recent social event hosted by the Embassy DATT 
the Ambassador talked at length with several of Commander 
Bainimaramavs inner circle 

military taking its appropriate place subordinate to the 

elected civilian leadership in a democracy. A few months 

ago 

reasonably comforting responses: that the RFMF fully 
understood the lessons from 1987 and 2000: coups are a 
disaster for Fiji 

again. Now the responses are unsettling: that the Qarase 
government and its corrupt 

the RFMF has a duty to protect Fiji\'s best interests; the 
Commander has the support of his troops; the RFMF does not 
want to act but will do so if necessary. 


Comments 

11. (5) The Ambassador 

like PACOM Commander Fallon 

MFO Director General Larocco have good relations with 
Commander Bainimarama. All have used interactions with the 
Commander in recent months to emphasize the U.S. view of 
civil-military relations. Bainimarama is certainly giving 

the impression that 

remove the Qarase government 

in May and if it then does not immediately change course to 
policies that meet RFMF approval. The realities that such a 
course would contribute to Fiji\'s \"coup culture 

Severe economic consequences 

and would result in ruptured military relations 
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cancellation of the U.S. Army Pacific PAMS conference which 
is now scheduled for Fiji in September 

major factors in BainimaramaWs calculations. Such factors 
also do not seem to sway the senior officers we have been 
talking to lately. 


12. (S) It is conceivable that the rhetoric is just bluff 

intended to influence the voting public to reject Qarase and 
his cohort in the elections. Bainimarama has backed away 
from extreme statements before 

misunderstood. Bainimarama and some of his senior officers 
have repeatedly tried to reassure us 

to worry.\" Still 

that the threats are not bluff. We worry 

that the threats may be real 

such threats will warp Fiji\'s electoral environment to the 
detriment of a free and fair election. We will continue to 
utilize opportunities to try to convince RFMF leaders to play 
their proper 

Bainimarama is planning to attend an Iraq planning conference 
in Washington later this month. That will be another 
opportunity for the USG to reiterate its views. 

DINGER 
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Guangzhou foreign consulates. The event was unique in terms 
of the attempt at openness and inter-agency cooperation 
among Chinese government officials. The event also builds 
on previous breakthroughs by Post 

planning meeting for a possible digital video conference 
(DVC) between Guangdong health and agricultural officials 
and relevant U.S. medical officials housed at Embassy 
Bangkok (reftel B). The March 29 special meeting included 
officials from the Guangdong Veterinary Station of Epidemic 
Prevention and Supervision 

and the Guangdong Center of Disease Control (CDC). 
Officials from about half of Guangzhou\'s 23 consulates were 
in attendance. 


3. (SBU) The Guangdong officials conveyed that they are 
taking the recent human death case very seriously and 
seeking to improve their policies. Officials are working in 
six different ways to improve Guangdong\'s prevention and 
response mechanisms: alerting and information abilities; 
technical and personnel capabilities; vaccination storage 
materials and implementation; cooperation with all relevant 
departments; cooperation with other regions (i.e. 

Kong 


Background on Guangdong Poultry and Human Threat 
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4. (SBU) Mr. Yu Yedong of the Guangdong Veterinary Station 
began the meeting describing Guangdong\'s potential source 
for Al and the government reaction before and after the 

March 2 human case. Guangdong is China\'s largest source of 
poultry. In 2005 the province was estimated to have 1.36 
billion poultry 

citizen 

poultry population. 


5. (SBU) Yu next described the events surrounding 
Guangdong\'s only confirmed human Al death. On March 2 
year old Guangzhou native (surnamed Lao) died (reftel A). 
On March 4 

confirmed the case was Al and the Ministry of Health 
announced the results to the provincial authorities. On 
March 3 

contingency plan to contain Al. All close contacts of Mr. 
Lao (124 people) were quarantined 

Guangdong were put on \"tier-three alert". On March 6 
Kong and Macau health experts met with equivalent Guangdong 
officials. Throughout the ordeal 

officials were never contacted. The tier-three alert level 


was recalled on March 14. 


Scorecard of Guangdong Implementation Success 


6. (SBU) The Guangdong officials described in some detail 
how they are improving policies in the six aforementioned 
areas. Alert and information abilities: Since 2004 
Guangdong Party Secretary Zhang Dejiang and Guangdong 
Governor Huang Huahua have placed Guangdong on \"high alert\" 
and asked all departments to implement relevant measures at 
the three main levels of governance: provincial 

and county. In October 2005 

provincial monitoring stations 

information on the Al situation. (When asked by PolOff 

about the capabilities of these stations 

provided only a limited answer. In terms of staffing 

stations like Guangzhou have 130 staff 

60. Other cities have only 10-20 people and in the 
countryside the stations are even smaller.). 


7. (SBU) Technical and personnel materials: Last year the 
province invested 200 million RMB ($250 

and this year has already spent 8.5 million RMB ($1.06 
million) on vaccination programs. Additionally 

officials have received special training on how to manage Al 
cases. 


‘NH 570 B. PHNOM PENH 583 1. Three persons hospitalized on March 25 with symptoms and exp 
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8. (SBU) Vaccination storage materials and implementation: 
Over 1.2 billion poultry have been vaccinated (98 percent of 
the province\'s poultry) using a domestic Chinese 
vaccination. Last year the veterinary department took 

190 

percent effective. After 14 days the birds develop a strong 
immunity to the disease. Emergency materials for health 
personnel have also increased 

of Tamiflu. 


9. (SBU) Cooperation with all relevant agencies: The 
government has increased exchanges with other departments 
including broadening cooperation with the Department of 
Education; Department of Transportation; Department of 
Forestry (to collect dead birds for lab tests) and the South 
China Endangered Species Center (to monitor migratory 
birds). 


10. (SBU) Cooperation with other regions: Guangdong CDC 
and public health officials have had multiple meetings with 
Hong Kong and Macanese officials on how to handle a public 
health emergency. 


11. (SBU) Public Awareness: The Guangdong government has 
increased the amount of public \"propaganda\". There have 
been more television interviews with doctors than during 

SARS 

and medical centers. 


12. (SBU) Guangdong has over half of China\'s poultry 
population and one confirmed human case 

poultry deaths in the past two years. The burning question 

at the meeting was: \"What was the source of the human 
death?" The officials said they still do not know the 

source but assumed it came from one of the 12 marketplaces 
in which Lao had spent significant time. Though Yu of the 
Veterinary Station believed both future poultry outbreaks 

and repeated human infections were possible 
human-to-human outbreaks in the short term. 


Transparency Issues 


13. (SBU) PolOff asked specifically about the rules of 
reporting suspected and confirmed Al cases. All final 
confirmation of Al cases remains with the Ministry of Health 
in Beijing 
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Information of an Al death can only be released to the 

public after this confirmation. However 

authorities may release information on any suspected cases 
when they choose. The Guangdong officials agreed to 
consider sending information via e-mail instead of the 

slower diplomatic note process. The former method was used 
during some of the worst days of SARS. (In the recent human 
Al case 

information was not released until March 4). 


Comment: Improvement and Continuing Problems 


14. (SBU) The unspoken message from this special meeting 
was obvious: Guangdong does not want another SARS. It is 
believed Guangzhou city was the source of the SARS outbreak 
during which the provincial government was criticized for 
apathy 

is unclear whether the increased transparency resulted from 
foreign or domestic pressure. In terms of influencing the 
Guangdong medical response 

contact with officials through methods such as the planned 
digital video conference. However 

to internal Guangdong meetings 

remain an important conduit for expressing U.S. concern. 
Overall 

the meeting and working with other government departments. 
However 

suspected cases and working with outside groups such as the 
WHO and USG. 


DONG 
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food aid. The World Food Program (WFP) is feeding about 
80 percent of the population at 75 percent caloric 
needs 

rates range from 21 - 30 percent in supplementary 
feeding centers 

Kenyans and Somalis being cared for. Humanitarian 
assistance has not yet managed to stabilize the 
deteriorating situation 

worst case scenario of no rains 

best case scenario that some April - May rains fall 
will take years for pastoralist livelihoods and herds to 
be re-established. 


COUNTRY REPORTS 


3. KENYA 
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UPDATE ON ΤΗΕ HUMANITARIAN/DIPLOMATIC FRONT: On March 
28 in Nairobi 

Lands Resource Management Project of tne Kenyan Office 
of the President in Kenya updated a small donor group on 

a proposed Drought Contingency Fund 

overseen by a steering committee of government 

and civil society representatives. The purpose of the 

Fund is to disburse prevention and preparedness grants 

to local authorities of drought-prone and affected 

districts in Kenya to address recurrent drought early 

on. The European Commission is preparing to commit euro 
4.6 million to the initiative. 


DONOR RESPONSE UPDATE: USAID/OFDA has provided a total 
of $2.6 million to meet non-food needs 

process of approving an additional $2.5 million for 
nutrition and water interventions through UNICEF and 
other NGOs. On the food aid side 

contributed 44 

present 

requirement ($225 million) has been resourced. Current 
distributions contain adequate cereals 

critically short of pulses and oil. This will improve 

with a ΕΕΡ arrival in May. There are no new donor EMOP 
donations. 


The Kenyan Red Cross Society reports that Kenyan 
communities (private sector 

and individuals) have mobilized approximately $1.4 
million cash and $355 


response to the drought. 


UPDATE ON THE FOOD SECURITY SITUATION AND OUTLOOK: Food 
security in the pastoral households continues to 
deteriorate precariously as the dry season reaches its 
peak. The World Bank funded Arid Lands Resource 
Management Project (ALRMP) reported that little or no 
rainfall was received in the northeast regions that 
require the rains most. Watering distances of up to 50 
- 60 miles for pastoralists in Wajir and Mandera 
actually necessitate migration into Somalia and 
Ethiopia 

enough to trek more than 15-20 miles due to their 
weakened body condition. 


REDSO/FFPO 

reports that the situation is worsening. Virtually all 

the animals are gone and the few camels left are now 
dying. The NGO Merlin reports global acute malnutrition 
rates of 29-30 percent in supplementary feeding centers. 


Team PD 06-06/11 R52 to travel to The Netherlands from May 1 - 24, 2006 for the purpose of civil av 
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Pastoralists with remaining animals are moving to water 
points 

arrive. Pastoralist \"drop-outs 

are moving to urban centers. In Mandera district 
Suther reports the situation is not any better. The 

major regional livestock market has collapsed. Numbers 
at the water points and distribution centers in town are 
increasing. Action Against Hunger (AAH) in Mandera 
reports global malnutrition rates of 21 - 27 percent 

with 30 percent of the children from Ethiopia 

percent from Somalia. Should the long-rains season fail 
to pick up in April 

the extended dry spell and substantial numbers of 
pastoralists will lose their entire livelihood. This 

would add to the growing number of pastoralist ?drop- 
outs? that become part of the urban poor. 


From March 21 - 24 

traveled to the northern Kenyan district of Marsabit. 
Families report that although they usually have about 
100 head of livestock on average 

30 animals due to lack of pasture and water. Conflict 
has arisen between tribes 

and exacerbating poverty. WFP is delivering food aid 
but is short of pulses and oil. Water trucking has 
begun 

supporting these efforts through UNICEF. The 38 health 
clinics that OFDA Dwyer visited were functioning well. 
Failure of the April - May rains will eliminate many 
remaining animals 

in search of food. Local officials and populations 
highlighted the fact that drought occurs at regular 
intervals 

break the boom and bust cycle. 


4. ETHIOPIA 


UPDATE ON ΤΗΕ HUMANITARIAN/DIPLOMATIC FRONT: Needs in 
the Somali and Borena zones are increasing 

has issued the 2006 Humanitarian Appeal for $14 million. 
Only $2.1 million has been received so far. USAID 
participated in several GOE Disaster Preparedness and 
Prevention Agency (DPPA) reassessments. In the Borena 
Zone in the Oromiya region 

that beneficiary numbers be increased from 155 

368 

Final official figures will be released by the DPPA. 

The GOE is leading reassessments in Afder and Liben 
zones of the Somali region 

critical issue is identifying a solution for many of the 

435 


appreciation for the Ambassador\'s March 16 visit to Niigata, -- was pessimistic about a bilateral with 
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to receive food assistance. Although 54 
emergency food assistance 

Productive Safety Net Program 

not been operational in Afar in 2006. 


Therapeutic feeding programs have been hampered by a 
requirement to pay duty on imported food 

used for humanitarian purposes. A sea change may be 
underway. The Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development has issued a proclamation number to UNICEF 
that will now allow duty-free entry of \"plumpy nut\" 
therapeutic food. It is hoped that the proclamation 

number will apply to all donors and NGOs 

Clarification is underway. 


CARE and the Government of the Oromiya Region have 
tankered over 4 million liters of water to the Borena 
zone 

livestock. 


The Somali Regional Health Bureau and UNICEF have 
completed Enhanced Outreach Strategy activities in 20 
zones in the Somali Region. According to UNICEF 
160 

children were de-wormed 

vaccinated against measles (83 percent coverage). In 
addition 

lactating women were referred to DPPB for targeted 
supplementary feeding. 


The Pastoralist Livelihoods Initiative (PLI) response is 
continuing to gain momentum. Over 140 

livestock have been de-stocked 

stocking process. In the Somali Region 

animals have been vaccinated. An additional 160 
animals are planned to be vaccinated in the Oromiya 
region. Approximately 27 

are being maintained by PLI partners 

animals planned. This intervention includes food and 
sometimes water provision for these herds. Additionally 
16 animal health care workers have been trained and 
deployed. 


DONOR RESPONSE UPDATE: As of March 26 
reported 18 percent and 11 percent of food allocations 
were dispatched for the Somali region for February and 
March respectively. The reported dispatches for the 
Oromiya region are 86 and 4 percent for February and 
March respectively. 
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The food pipelines for CSB and cereals break in June 
2006 

2006. WFP estimates an additional 250 

and CSB will be required for the second half of 2006. A 
small CSB donation was made by the Italians after it was 
requested by WFP 

pipeline through the end of June. No other donors have 
made further commitments to WFP at this time. 


USAID/OFDA is supporting rapid response water and 
nutrition interventions totaling $300 

USAID/OFDA has awarded grants to CHF International for 
water and sanitation projects in Gode and Afder Zones of 
the Somali Region 

West Imi in Afder Zone 

International (PSI) to provide water treatment products 
and treated bed nets to other OFDA water and nutrition 
partners responding to the drought. Implementation of 
these projects and several more currently under review 
will help fill a major gap in the drought response thus 

far. 


UPDATE ON THE FOOD SECURITY SITUATION AND OUTLOOK: 
FEWSNET reports that the belg rains have been erratic 

and late across Ethiopia. In the most affected regions 

of southeast Ethiopia 

concern that cattle conditions will be as bad as they 

were in the 2000 severe drought. On the other hand 

onset of good rains in the higher altitude regions of 

the Oromiya region has been reported. Browse has 

regenerated for camels and goats 

the initial signs of recovery. 


5. SOMALIA 


UPDATE ON THE HUMANITARIAN/DIPLOMATIC FRONT: On March 
21 in Nairobi 

for Somalia was launched. The revised CAP seeks Usd 326.7 
million for 92 projects for the remaining of the year. 

At this point 

committed against the appeal 

remain largely unfunded. The UN Humanitarian 

Coordinator stressed that Somalia\"s infant 

maternal mortality rates are among the highest in the 

world; average life expectancy is just 48 years; and 

primary school enrollment rates are the lowest in the 

world 

scale up its current response. 


Somali political leaders including the President 
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Minister 

governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) Foreign 
Ministers and Heads of State in Nairobi March 18-20 for 
the 11th Summit of IGAD Heads of State and Government. 
Discussion among the Heads of State focused on whether 
and how to provide external military support to the 

Somali Transitional Federal Institutions (TFls) meeting 

in Baidoa 

reiterated the principal elements set out by the UN 
Security Council 

will now take a back seat to the Somali institutions in 
developing a National Security Plan. 


Heavy fighting broke out again in the capital March 22- 
26. Forces of the members of the Alliance for the 
Restoration of Peace and Fighters Against Terrorism -- 
ARPFAT -- have been encircled in their strong-holds. 
The principal antagonist against members of the ARPFAT 
in this episode of fighting 

financier Abucar Omar Adani (a major shipper and 
distributor of food assistance for WFP) 

control of all areas critical to his and the Banadir 
Corporation business cartel\'s commercial operations out 
of the El MaVan port. The members of the ARPFAT have 
seen their income generating capabilities crippled 
although Adaani has stated that he has now established 
security over the El MaVan port infrastructure for the 

use of all Somali business interests. 


DONOR RESPONSE UPDATE: A drought committee in Mogadishu 
announced on January 30 

$165 

15 water tankers. The donations were raised through an 
innovative telethon coordinated through three local 
telephone companies and organized jointly by the Somali 
Institute of Management and Administration Development 
(SIMAD) and Radio Horn Afrik in collaboration with a 
wide number of civil society representatives. Sixty 
percent of contributions were from women and most 
donations were from Mogadishu. 


UPDATE ON THE FOOD SECURITY SITUATION AND OUTLOOK: 


FEWSNET reports localized rains in parts of Lower Juba 
Bay and Gedo. However 

short-term relief 

deteriorating food security situation 

resorting to their own coping mechanisms such as 
reducing the number of meals 

moving to IDP/destitute camps and urban centers. 
Complete out migration to main towns for social support 


‘ge made reftel demarche on Ambassador Mankeur Ndiaye, the Director of Cabinet at the Ministry of 
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and labor were also reported. There has been an 
increase in the slaughtering of weak and newly born 
animals. FEWSNET estimates that 80 percent of the 
cattle 

died. The Somalia FEWSNET Representative traveled to 
Gedo to investigate reports of human deaths. He 
estimates that 20 ? 45 people died (about one-half of 
them children) from a combination of malnutrition 
related disease 

said that most of the deaths occurred in nomadic 
households who are far from roads and villages 

likely missed food aid distributions. He also said food 
aid distributions by WFP 

the business community are in progress 

quantities are not sufficient (he mentioned one bag of 
sorghum and some oil per household) for the level of 
need. 


OTHER TOPICS OF SPECIAL INTEREST: We welcome the news 
that funding has been approved for 24 FEWSNET monitors 
in Somalia to collect market and rainfall data and some 
possible additional surge funding. There is still a 

need for supplemental funding to provide on-the-ground 
independent monitoring of humanitarian activities. 

Already 

deaths and communities not receiving food aid. Without 
the ability to separate truth from rumor 

imbalances in the humanitarian response 

likely to lead to increased attacks on humanitarian 
deliveries and further jeopardize the provision of 
assistance to those in need. REDSO/FFP\'s March 31 
Somalia logistics report also confirms the need for 

ongoing monitoring. We recommend establishment of 
independent humanitarian assistance monitoring capacity 
in Somalia whether through FEWSNET or another body. 


Access is becoming more challenging for food aid 
agencies. On March 21 

distribution site outside Bualla in the Juba region 

killing one person. An ICRC relief convoy was attacked 
in Belet Weyne 

Following these security incidents 

Office has advised that expatriate staff should not 
travel to the Juba Valley ? the exact area most affected 
by the drought where food aid is needed. 


6. DJIBOUTI 
UPDATE ON THE HUMANITARIAN/DIPLOMATIC FRONT: 


Increasing numbers of pastoralists face a high risk of 
dropping out of pastoralism due to progressive erosion 


f that President Roh Moo-Hyun\'s March 6-13 visit to Egypt, Nigeria and Algeria as well as his meetin 
ıssador Finn Thilsted and Norwegian Ambassador Tore Toreng separately met with the Ambassador 1 


wanda as part of his mediation team. Salim said yes. He hopes Kazura can arrive soon. CAMPBELL 


y 20-22, 2006. Given the heavy demand for suitable hotel space in Sharm during the summit as well 
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of their livestock assets. Malnutrition levels from 
clinics and rapid assessments are high with the poor 
state of health services making things worse. 


DONOR RESPONSE UDPATE: WFP plans to feed up to 88 
people in April. The humanitarian response if kept at 

that level and well targeted is expected to be 

sufficient to prevent the humanitarian situation from 
deteriorating. 


UPDATE ON THE FOOD SECURITY SITUATION AND OUTLOOK: 


Recent showers have resulted in marginal improvements in 
water and pasture 


\"greening\" between February and March as a result of 
these showers. There have also been reports of actual 
rains during this period to corroborate the satellite 
information. However 

insufficient to make any significant improvements in the 
food security situation. There have been no major 
increases in market prices of food and other consumable 
commodities in the city. A stable situation in the city 
usually has positive implications for rural households 
who receive remittances from city relatives. 


CONCLUSION 


7. As this report describes 

across the Horn of Africa causing increasing numbers of 
pastoralist \"drop-outs 

their animals 

assistance for survival. Current humanitarian 
assistance 

adequate to protect livelinoods. In the best case 
scenario that some rains fall over the next several 
months 

deteriorating food security situation and will likely 

cause water borne diseases and mortality among weakened 
humans and animals. Given that forecasts show a high 
probability of normal to below normal rains 

should mobilize now and prepare for the worst case 
scenario. A Kenyan proverb says 

which means \"Rain is food.\". BELLAMY 
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The World Food Program (WFP) is feeding about 80 percent of 
the population at 75 percent caloric needs 

may not be enough. Malnutrition rates range from 21 - 30 
percent in supplementary feeding centers 

of Ethiopians 


ort more displacements of Shia families under threat of violence. Shia Coalition member Hassan Re 
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Humanitarian assistance has not yet managed to stabilize the 
deteriorating situation 

case scenario 

some rains do fall 

livelihoods and herds to be re-established. 


3. KENYA 


UPDATE ON THE HUMANITARIAN/DIPLOMATIC FRONT: On March 28 in 
Nairobi 

donor group on a Drought Contingency Fund concept and 

status. A national Drought Contingency Fund 

steering committee 

prevention and preparedness grants to authorities of drought- 

prone and affected districts within Kenya to address 

recurrent droughts early on. The European Commission is 

preparing to commit Euro 4.6 million to the initiative. 


DONOR RESPONSE UPDATE: USAID/OFDA has provided a total of 
Dollars 2.6 million to meet non-food needs 

process of approving an additional Dollars 2.5 million for 
nutrition and water interventions thQgh UNICEF and other 
NGOs. On the food aid side 

44 

37 percent of WFPYs emergency operation (EMOP) requirement 
(Dollars 225 million) has been resourced. Current 

distributions contain adequate cereals 

short of pulses and oil. This will improve with a FFP 

arrival in May. There are no new donor EMOP donations. 


The Kenyan Red Cross Society reports that Kenyan communities 
(private sector 
individuals) have mobilized approximately Dollars 1.4 


million cash and Dollars 355 
response to the drought. 


UPDATE ON THE FOOD SECURITY SITUATION AND OUTLOOK: Food 
security in the pastoral households continues to deteriorate 

precariously as the dry season reaches its peak. The World 

Bank funded Arid Lands Resource Management Project (ALRMP) 
reported that little or no rainfall was received in the 

northeast regions that require the rains most. Watering 

distances of up to 170 miles for pastoralists in Wajir and 

Mandera actually necessitate migration into Somalia and 

Ethiopia 

to trek more than 15-20 miles due to their weakened body 


‘IK 106 Classified By: Ambassador Carol van Voorst Reason: 1.5 (a) and (d) 1. (C) Summary: Sin 
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condition. 


REDSO/FFPO 

that the situation is worsening. Virtually all the animals 

are gone and the few camels left are now dying. The NGO 
Merlin reports global acute malnutrition rates of 29-30 
percent in supplementary feeding centers. Pastoralists with 
remaining animals are moving to water points 

camp and waiting for food aid to arrive. Pastoralist \"drop- 
outs\" 

In Mandera district 

better. The major regional livestock market has collapsed. 
Numbers at the water points and distribution centers in town 
are increasing. Action Against Hunger (AAH) in Mandera 
reports global malnutrition rates of 21 - 27 percent 

30 percent of the children from Ethiopia 

from Somalia. Should the long-rains season fail to pick up 
in April 

spell and substantial numbers of pastoralists will lose 

their entire livelihood. This would add to the growing 
number of pastoralist \"drop-outs\" that become part of the 
urban poor. 


From March 21 - 24 

to the northern Kenyan district of Marsabit. Families 
report that although they usually have about 100 head of 
livestock on average 

to lack of pasture and water. Conflict has arisen between 
tribes 

poverty. WFP is delivering food aid 

and oil. Water trucking has begun 

being dug. OFDA is supporting these efforts through UNICEF. 
The 38 health clinics that OFDA Dwyer visited were 
functioning well. Failure of the April - May rains will 
eliminate many remaining animals 

urban centers in search of food. Local officials and 
populations highlighted the fact that drought occurs at 
regular intervals 

to break the boom and bust cycle. 


OTHER TOPICS OF SPECIAL INTEREST: The Kenya Aloe Working 
Group (KAWG) met in Nairobi on March 29 

in northeast Kenya 

cosmetics and medical uses - and would provide income 
diversification for pastoralists. The KAWG brings together a 

large group of stakeholders and development partners 

(including the GOK and the Dutch SNV) 

an official national aloe policy 

implement activities. 


4. ETHIOPIA 
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UPDATE ON THE HUMANITARIAN/DIPLOMATIC FRONT: Needs in the 
Somali and Borena zones are increasing 

issued the 2006 Humanitarian Appeal for Dollars 14 million. 
Only Dollars 2.1 million has been received so far. USAID 
participated in several GOE Disaster Preparedness and 
Prevention Agency (DPPA) reassessments. In the Borena Zone 
in the Oromiya region 

beneficiary numbers be increased from 155 

cope with worsening drought conditions. Final official 

figures will be released by the DPPA. The GOE is leading 
reassessments in Afder and Liben zones of the Somali region 
and the Afar region. A critical issue is identifying a 

solution for many of the 435 

have been identified to receive food assistance. Although 

54 

under the Productive Safety Net Program 


Therapeutic feeding programs have been hampered by a 
requirement to pay duty on imported food 

for humanitarian purposes. A sea change may be underway. 
The Ministry of Finance and Economic Development has issued 
a proclamation number to UNICEF that will now allow duty- 

free entry of \"plumpy nut\" therapeutic food. It is hoped 

that the proclamation number will apply to all donors and 

NGOs 


CARE and the Government of the Oromiya Region have tankered 
over 4 million liters of water to the Borena zone 
for human consumption but also for livestock. 


The Somali Regional Health Bureau and UNICEF have completed 
Enhanced Outreach Strategy activities in 20 zones in the 

Somali Region. According to UNICEF 

received vitamin A supplements 

wormed 

(83 percent coverage). In addition 

10 

targeted supplementary feeding. 


The Pastoralist Livelihoods Initiative (PLI) response is 
continuing to gain momentum. Over 140 

have been de-stocked 

the Somali Region 

vaccinated. An additional 160 

vaccinated in the Oromiya region. Approximately 27 

animals in breeding herds are being maintained by PLI 
partners 

includes food and sometimes water provision for these herds. 
Additionally 16 animal health care workers have been trained 
and deployed. 


season 1.4b 1. (SBU) Summary: Following a March 17 meeting with Taiwan Minister without Portfolic 
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DONOR RESPONSE UPDATE: As of March 26 

reported 18 percent and 11 percent of food allocations were 
dispatched for the Somali region for February and March 
respectively. The reported dispatches for the Oromiya 
region are 86 and 4 percent for February and March 
respectively. 


The food pipelines for CSB and cereals break in June 

and for pulses and oil at the end of December 2006. WFP 
estimates an additional 250 

be required for the second half of 2006. A small CSB 
donation was made by the Italians after it was requested by 
WFP 


the end of June. No other donors have made further 
commitments to WFP at this time. 


USAID/OFDA is supporting rapid response water and nutrition 
interventions totaling Dollars 300 

USAID/OFDA has awarded grants to CHF International for water 
and sanitation projects in Gode and Afder Zones of the 
Somali Region 

Imi in Afder Zone 

(PSI) to provide water treatment products and treated bed 
nets to other OFDA water and nutrition partners responding 

to the drought. Implementation of these projects and several 
more currently under review will help fill a major gap in 

the drought response thus far. 


UPDATE ON THE FOOD SECURITY SITUATION AND OUTLOOK: FEWSNE 
reports that the belg rains have been erratic and late 

across Ethiopia. In the most affected regions of southeast 

Ethiopia 

conditions will be as bad as they were in the 2000 severe 

drought. On the other hand 

higher altitude regions of the Oromiya region has been 

reported. Browse has regenerated for camels and goats 

pasture is showing the initial signs of recovery. 


5. SOMALIA 


UPDATE ON THE HUMANITARIAN/DIPLOMATIC FRONT: On March 21 in 
Nairobi 

Somalia was launched. The revised CAP seeks Dollars 326.7 

million for 92 projects for the remaining of the year. At 

this point 

committed against the appeal 

remain largely unfunded. The UN Humanitarian Coordinator 

stressed that SomaliaWs infant 

rates are among the highest in the world; average life 


ill likely be a possible Hyundai investment into UzDaewoo. According to UzDaewoo senior managem 
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expectancy is just 48 years; and primary school enrollment 
rates are the lowest in the world 

humanitarian community to scale up its current response. 


Somali political leaders including the President 

Minister 

governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) Foreign 
Ministers and Heads of State in Nairobi March 18-20 for the 
11th Summit of IGAD Heads of State and Government. 
Discussion among the Heads of State focused on whether and 
how to provide external military support to the Somali 
Transitional Federal Institutions (TFIs) meeting in Baidoa 
Somalia. The SummitVs final communique reiterated the 
principal elements set out by the UN Security Council 
leading observers to hope that IGAD will now take a back 
seat to the Somali institutions in developing a National 
Security Plan. 


Heavy fighting broke out again in the capital March 22-26. 
Forces of the members of the Alliance for the Restoration of 
Peace and Fighters Against Terrorism -- ARPFAT -- have been 
encircled in their strong-holds. The principal antagonist 
against members of the ARPFAT in this episode of fighting 
businessman/Islamic Court financier Abucar Omar Adani (a 
major shipper and distributor of food assistance for WFP) 

is now in control of all areas critical to his and the 

Banadir Corporation business cartel\'s commercial operations 
out of the ΕΙ MaVan port. The members of the ARPFAT have 
seen their income generating capabilities crippled 


Adaani has stated that he has now established security over 
the El MaVan port infrastructure for the use of all Somali 
business interests. 


DONOR RESPONSE UPDATE: A drought committee in Mogadishu 
announced on January 30 

165 

water tankers. The donations were raised through an 
innovative telethon coordinated through three local 

telephone companies and organized jointly by the Somali 
Institute of Management and Administration Development 
(SIMAD) and Radio Horn Afrik in collaboration with a wide 
number of civil society representatives. Sixty percent of 
contributors were from women and most donations were from 
Mogadishu. 


UPDATE ON THE FOOD SECURITY SITUATION AND OUTLOOK: FEWSNE 
reports localized rains in parts of Lower Juba 

Gedo. However 

relief 

security situation 
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coping mechanisms such as reducing the number of meals 
eating wild fruits 

urban centers. Complete out migration to main towns for 
social support and labor were also reported. There has been 
an increase in the slaughtering of weak and newly born 
animals. FEWSNET estimates that 80 percent of the cattle 
and 40 - 50 percent of sheep and goats have died. The 
Somalia FEWSNET Representative traveled to Gedo to 
investigate reports of human deaths. He estimates that 20 - 
45 people died (about one-half of them children) from a 
combination of malnutrition 

The FEWSNET Representative said that most of the deaths 
occurred in nomadic households who are far from roads and 
villages 

said food aid distributions by WFP 

and the business community are in progress 

quantities are not sufficient (he mentioned one bag of 
sorghum and some oil per household) for the level of need. 


OTHER TOPICS OF SPECIAL INTEREST: We understand funding has 
been approved for 24 FEWSNET monitors in Somalia to collect 
market and rainfall data. This is welcome news 

still highlight the need for supplemental funding to enhance 
analysis and travel by the FEWS/Somalia office based in 
Nairobi. Already 

of deaths and communities not receiving food aid. Without 

the ability to separate truth from rumor 

imbalances in the humanitarian response 

lead to increased attacks on humanitarian deliveries and 
further jeopardize the provision of assistance to those in 

need. We request rapid consideration of FEWSNET Somalia\'s 
request for funding to monitor the nearly Dollars 60 million 

in ΕΥ 06 USG humanitarian assistance to date. It is 

critical to have independent humanitarian assistance 

monitoring capacity in Somalia 

another body. 


Access is becoming more challenging for food aid agencies. 
On March 21 

site outside Bualla in the Juba region killing one person. 

An ICRC relief convoy was attacked in Belet Weyne 

was at least one casualty. Following these security 
incidents 

expatriate staff should stay out of the Juba Valley - the 


exact area most affected by the drought where food aid is 
needed. 


6. DJIBOUTI 


UPDATE ON THE HUMANITARIAN/DIPLOMATIC FRONT: Increasing 
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numbers of pastoralists face a high risk of dropping out of 
pastoralism due to progressive erosion of their livestock 
assets. Malnutrition levels from clinics and rapid 
assessments are high with fatality rates exacerbated by the 
poor state of health services. 


DONOR RESPONSE UDPATE: WFP plans to feed up to 88 
people in April. The humanitarian response if kept at that 
level and well targeted is expected to be sufficient to 

prevent the humanitarian situation from deteriorating. 


UPDATE ON THE FOOD SECURITY SITUATION AND OUTLOOK: Recent 
showers have resulted in marginal improvements in water and 
pasture 

between February and March as a result of these showers. 
There have also been reports of actual rains during this 
period to corroborate the satellite information. However 

these rains are considered insufficient to make any 

significant improvements in the food security situation. 

There have been no major increases in market prices of food 
and other consumable commodities in the city. A stable 
situation in the city usually has positive implications for 

rural households who receive remittances from city 

relatives. 


7. As this report describes 

the Horn of Africa causing increasing numbers of pastoralist 
\"drop-outs\" 

become dependent on humanitarian assistance for survival. 
Current humanitarian assistance 

activities 

In the best case scenario that some rains fall over the next 
several months 

deteriorating food security situation and will likely cause 
water borne diseases and mortality among weakened humans and 
animals. Given that forecasts show a high probability of 


normal to below normal rains 
prepare for the worst. As one of the Kenya\'s tribal saying 
goes 


BELLAMY 
59047 
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$20 million for defamation of character. 
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6. (SBU) Airline executives from Delta and South African 
Airways as well as the CEO of the South African Board of 
Airline Representatives have complained to Econoff about 
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problems with airport security 

pilferage which is becoming widespread. The Embassy has also 
become increasingly aware of this problem. In March 2006 
for example 

belonging to a group of seven conferees flying out of JIA to 
attend an AlD-sponsored event was pilfered. South African 
Airlines reported that in 2005 it received between 30 and 50 
reports of luggage pilferage each day 

R40 million ($6.4 million) per year. Airline executives told 
Econoff that in their opinion airport officials have quickly 
tightened security in advance of Federal Aviation 
Administration or Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) visits and then relaxed it after the inspectors leave. 
JIA security fared well in a February 2005 TSA visit. 
TEITELBAUM 
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beyond the scope of Information Management. Post has been 
actively fighting this mold problem for years. We\'ve tried 
cleaning the panels and using anti-fungals 

facilities manager cut out some infected sections and 

spackled them. We regularly clean our fan coil units and 
replace the filters. None of these efforts has led to any 
improvement in air quality. Temperatures in the ABCD never 
drop below the mid-80s because of inadequate chiller capacity. 


4. (S) There is currently a plan to replace the generators 
power filters 

incinerator with an asbestos blanket on the chimney that 
needs to be removed as part of the power upgrade project. 
This may or may not be an issue 

of the asbestos blanket. 


5. (S) A remodel of the CTF funded by RTC is also in the 
planning stages. There is no plan 

about IPC\'s ABCD space. The whole ABCD should be replaced 
but we realize that with the current budget situation that 

may not be possible. Taipei\'s ABCD has a shared IPC/TCU door 
- still broken (REFTEL C) - for which parts are no longer 
available. We don\'t have an emergency power shutoff switch 
and we can\'t find ballasts for our fluorescent lights 

are no longer OSHA certified because they ground out when 
replacing the bulb. At the very least 

project scope should include replacing the Soundsoak 


ms 1.4 (b) and (d). 1. (C) We warmly welcome Under Secretary Joseph\'s April 8 visit to Bahrain. ΤΙ 
57 C. LA PAZ 351 1. (U) Summary: The GOB ended its intervention in Lloyd Aero Boliviano (reftel 
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ceiling 

and adding an emergency power kill switch. RTC estimates the 
upgrade to the IPC space can be added to their scope of work 
for about $20 

cost will be $30 


6. (C) Please advise if OBO can either add the ABCD work to 
the CTF renovation project or can send a team to complete the 
work as part of a separate project. The point of contact for 
these issues is IPO Mike Wheeler. 

YOUNG 
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They viewed the President\'s visit as a landmark in the 
relationship and were gratified that he decided to stay 
overnight in Pakistan. Your visit comes as Pakistan\'s 
leaders have survived the fallout from the Danish cartoon 
controversy 

separatists in Balochistan 

extremists in the tribal areas along the Afghan border and 
transitioning from earthquake relief operations to long-term 
reconstruction. Robust USG participation in the earthquake 
relief effort has promoted a more positive public perception 
of the United States 

diplomacy environment. We believe that your visit will help 
us advance key U.S. objectives 

regional stability and progress in the global war on terror. 


The Cartoon Controversy 

2. (C) In February and early March 

Pakistani demonstrators took to the streets to protest the 
publication of the Danish cartoons. Early rallies in Lahore 
and Peshawar were particularly destructive 

looting and vandalism in parts of downtown Lahore and 
Peshawar and six protesters killed. Although demonstrations 
followed throughout Pakistan (including a widely-observed 
nationwide strike on the day of President Bush\'s arrival) 
enhanced security measures by the Government of Pakistan 
(GOP)prevented any repetition of the unrestrained violence 
seen in February. Over time 

political tone. The outrage against the Danes and the EU 
still festers 

subverted public sentiment in order to condemn the West as a 
whole (including the U.S.) and embarrass the Musharraf 
government. 


3. (C) Following President Bush\'s lead 
an opportunity to remind the Pakistani people that the United 


of his ministerial post. The Minister of Finance, Yousef Hussain Kamal, will assume the economic anc 
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States understands the sentiments of the Muslim community and 
that 

also believe the press should behave responsibly. More 

broadly 

desire for warm relations with the Muslim world and for a 
sustained partnership with Pakistan as it addresses the 
immediate challenge of earthquake recovery and the long-term 
challenges of economic development. 


Earthquake Relief 

4. (U) The October 8 earthquake (7.6 on the Richter scale) in 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and the North West Frontier 
Province (NWFP) was the strongest to hit the region in over a 
century. The GOP estimates that more than 73 

died in the quake 

million survivors left homeless. The United States has been 
Pakistan\'s most visible international partner in delivering 
emergency relief over the last two months. 


5. (U) The U.S. military 

October 10 

At the peak of initial relief efforts 

personnel and 24 helicopters provided vital transport 
logistics and medical and engineering support in affected 
areas. AS we have wrapped up our military relief operations 
we have donated more than USD 2.5 million in medical 
equipment to Pakistani counterparts to ensure that they had 
the resources necessary to meet the medical needs of the 
affected community. Our Seabee unit left behind 25 pieces of 
heavy construction equipment as a donation to Pakistani 
military engineers. 


6. (U) The U.S. military and USAID collaborated closely on 

the civilian relief effort 

logistics and USAID working with NGOs to deliver supplies and 
services in camps and villages. USAID has provided more than 
USD 60 million in additional humanitarian assistance through 
NGOs and the United Nations 

plastic sheeting and shelter kits to help the affected 

population make it through the harsh Himalayan winter. In 
March 

million to rebuild schools and hospitals. In total 

has pledged USD 510 million for earthquake relief and 
reconstruction efforts. The U.S. private sector is also 
engaged. A consortium of CEOs (GE 

and UPS) is spearheading the South Asia Earthquake Relief 
Fund 

million. Independent estimates place total U.S. private 
donations at over USD 130 million. 


sified; Protect Accordingly. 1. (SBU) SUMMARY. Many ethnic Albanians from parts of Kosovo that w 
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7. (C) Our prompt and generous response has initiated a 
small but perceptible shift in Pakistani attitudes about the 
United States 

levels. The hand-in-glove cooperation between U.S. and 
Pakistani military personnel has palpably reduced suspicions 
at the middle and upper ranks of the Pakistani army. As we 
have drawn down our military presence 

that our transition parallels the overall shift from 

emergency relief toward the civilian reconstruction phase of 
the recovery effort. Pakistanis 

that we are fair-weather friends 

that we are interested in a long-term relationship. 


Democratization 

8. (C) President Musharraf has committed - publicly and 
privately - to move Pakistan toward a civilian-led democracy 
by the next national elections 

U.S. visitors should remind their Pakistani interlocutors 
(particularly those in the military) of the importance our 
elected leaders - including President Bush and members of 
Congress - attach to this transition. The government must 
address significant organizational issues before the 2007 
national elections 

step with the March appointment of a permanent 

election commissioner acceptable to all mainstream parties. 
When engaging Pakistani contacts 

reinforce the need for civilian control of the military and 

for the military\'s full and permanent disengagement from 
electoral politics. At the operational level 

democratization efforts with programs to promote 
institutional development of the courts 

and the political parties. 


Afghanistan 

9. (S) The roller-coaster relationship between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan continues to suffer from mutual suspicion and 
recrimination 

infiltration and Pakistan worried that India is using its 

assets in Afghanistan to destabilize Balochistan. President 
Musharraf 

Pakistan must support the Karzai government as it attempts to 
solidify its control over the country. To that end 

Government is committed to cooperating on operational 
security matters with the Afghan government and coalition 
forces through regular Tripartite Commission meetings. That 
said 

engaging in regular bouts of destructive public rhetoric in 
which each blames the other for not doing enough to 
effectively prosecute the battle against their common enemies 


poloff March 29 that Kenya consents to both the immediate transfer of Somali pirate suspects in Ken 


; to apply part of the proceeds of this loan to eligible payments under the contract for the construction 


Column 3 
in the tribal areas along the border. 


10. (S) As illustrated by the recent heavy fighting in North 
and South Waziristan 

insurgent activity 

border security forces! limited resources and sometimes 
uneven support within the Pakistani military 

Intelligence (ISI) and the Frontier Corps. The greatest 

hurdle is the GovernmentVs lack of a coherent strategy in the 
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) along the Afghan 
border. We consistently press the GOP to move forcefully 
against al-Qaida 

while simultaneously acknowledging the significant progress 
Pakistan has made in countering terrorist elements since 
September 2001. The recent military operations initiated in 
North Waziristan by Pakistan\'s Special Services Group 
supported by Pakistan Army Aviation and 11th Corps assets 
marks a new level of commitment commensurate with America 
expectations. 


India and Kashmir 

11. (S) President Musharraf and his senior advisors have 
consistently told us that they have made a strategic decision 
to end the militancy and even Indian officials acknowledge 
that the level of violence and cross-border infiltration has 
declined (though New Delhi attributes this to Indian security 
measures). President Musharraf believes the GOP\'s ability to 
control Kashmiri militants will be greatly enhanced if there 

is measurable progress with India on Kashmir. He has 
specifically pushed for a withdrawal of Indian forces from 

key population centers in Indian-administered Kashmir (a 
demand viewed with great skepticism in Delhi). Musharraf has 
privately signaled flexibility on final status of Kashmir 

but in public remains steadfast in rejecting the Line of 

Control (LOC) as a permanent international boundary. Indian 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has said that New Delhi is not 
afraid to discuss pragmatic solutions to make the LOC 
less-relevant in people's lives 

for holding normalization of bilateral relations hostage to a 
final resolution of the Kashmir dispute. Limited measures 
following the October earthquake to facilitate cross-LOC 

travel and communication have the potential to changes the 
dynamic in Kashmir and may accelerate internal pressure on 
Islamabad and New Delhi to create additional space for 
interaction between Kashmiris in India and Pakistan. 


12. (C) While there has been little progress on core issues 
relating to Kashmir 

meet regularly through the Composite Dialogue process 
has produced some confidence-building measures 


lied by 6 pm March 29, opposition Party of Regions continued to lead with 31.8 percent of the vote, f 
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pre-notification agreement for ballistic missile launches 

and the opening of five bus routes between the two countries. 
India and Pakistan have also after some 17 years revived the 
Joint Commission after some twenty years 

for discussions on technical issues such as science and 
technology 

tourism. The Pakistani Federal Investigation Agency and the 
Indian Central Bureau of Investigation recently initiated 
discussions aimed at promoting cross-border cooperation on 
human trafficking 

immigration. 


13. (S) India has long resisted the involvement of third 

parties in settling the Kashmir issue 

understand that any move toward a direct mediating role by 

the U.S. would be counterproductive. President Musharraf was 
pleased by President Bush\'s even-handed statements about the 
need for good relations between India and Pakistan and for a 
peaceful and mutually agreeable solution in Kashmir. 


Global War on Terrorism 

14. (S) Pakistan deserves commendation for standing with us 
in the global war on terror 

al-Qaida and other extremist elements safe haven in 
Pakistan\'s untamed tribal areas along the Afghan border. 
Following the GOP\'s decision to extend central government 
control into the FATA (historically a no gol" region for 
government forces) 

security forces to stay the course in the face of 

armed resistance. The Pakistan military has suffered over 
1000 casualties in the FATA 

during the first week of March 

town in North Waziristan. Since December 

situation 

forcing the GOP to rethink its strategy. Musharraf has 
articulated a three-pronged approach comprising political 
initiatives 

that are faster 

We have offered to assist Pakistan\'s economic development 
efforts in the FATA and to provide training and rapid strike 
capabilities as it realigns its military tactics. 


15. (C) In the aftermath of the July 7 London bombings 
President Musharraf cracked down on terrorist/extremist 
organizations in Pakistan to much public fanfare. We are 
still assessing whether the President has the will to hold 
the line against Pakistan\'s extremist elements for the long 
run. Initial law enforcement actions targeted the usual 
suspects--conservative clerics and Islamist 
politicians--prompting a strong popular backlash 


aloff met with Antonino Cascio of the Eastern European Department of the Italian MFA to deliver refte 
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conservatives decrying the focus on Islamists. Ultimately 

the government released most detainees and watered down 
regulations intended to provide transparency on madrassa 
operations. We have repeatedly pressed senior GOP officials 
to act decisively against the operational leaders of key 
terrorist and extremist groups 

earthquake relief efforts in northern Pakistan. We have also 
encouraged GOP officials to take action against madrassas 
that support 


Balochistan 

16. (S) Pakistani leaders are also struggling to cope with 

an insurgency in the resource-rich province of Balochistan 

as local Baloch tribesmen seek to redress historic grievances 
against Pakistan and seize a greater share of their 

provincial patrimony. President Musharraf has swung back and 
forth between civilian advisors who are counseling caution 
and a negotiated settlement that addresses Baloch concerns 
and military advisors who view the insurgency as an 
Indian-sponsored threat to national unity to be suppressed. 
At the moment 

military option. This has clear implications for the 

militaryVs ability to pursue shared U.S.-Pakistan objectives 

in the FATA and in the war on terror. Pakistani security 
forces are already over-stretched along the Afghan border 
North and South Waziristan 

managing domestic unrest over the cartoons. An escalation in 
armed conflict in Balochistan would create an inauspicious 
political environment in the run-up to national elections 

next year. 

CROCKER 
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mentioned by China.\" He also stated that the GOT possesses 
no evidence of ETLO ties to Al Qa 

any information suggesting that the ETLO poses a threat to 
China 


3. (C) Ozdemir confirmed that Mehmet Emin Hazret 
leader of ETLO 

The GOT 

connected to the ETLO and possesses no information that 
Mehmet Emin Hazret is engaged in terrorist activities. 


4. (C) In response to our questions 

China had demarched the Turkish MFA regarding the ETLO 
designation issue 

response. We asked if Turkey would support or oppose Chinese 
efforts to designate ETLO as a terrorist organization. 


ad that careful consideration will be given by the United States to the candidature of the Republic of L 
2, Mission will respond that careful consideration will be given by the United States to the candidature 
JO ----------- 44444444444 2. (U) In full view of the Algerian media, public and diplomats re 
released after questioning, with the exception of Editor-In-Chief, Musa Saidykhan, and General Man. 
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Ozdemir 

Turkey would 

designation of the ETLO as a terrorist organization 

the GOT lacks evidence that ETLO is engaged in terrorist 
activities. 


Visit Ankara\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/ankara/ 
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release of three hostages held by the Movement for the 
Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND). He said company 
sources indicated \"a very large amount\" of money had changed 
hands for this release 

hostages in January 

birth of an industry. The Ambassador replied that the USG 
commitment remained strictly a willingness 

of the GON 

that might include members of the aggrieved communities which 
harbor the hostage takers. 


3. (C) MacDonald compared MEND to the IRA 

size relative to its demonstrated ability seriously to 

disrupt oil operations 

manipulating the media. He felt MEND was targeting companies 
with poor community relations and business practices and 
such 

Polcouns observed that both Willbros and Tidex had bad 
reputations among communities. MacDonald observed that 
Chevron was consequently rethinking its relationships with 
various contractors. He admitted that the oil companies did 
not have a uniform approach to the largest service companies 
which they all must use. 


4. (C) MacDonald did not believe the military yet had the 
capacity to launch an effective retaliation against the Delta 
militants 

fragmented. He said since his arrival in Nigeria in 2003 

there had been only very small increases in the military\'s 
operational capacity. He felt National Security Advisor Aliyu 
Mohammed had his own agenda as well as a large measure of 
control over security forces. At the same time 

cherished his relationship with Chief of Army Staff Gen. 
Agwai 

have a good handle on the issues behind Delta region unrest. 
He said Chevron currently employs Agwai\'s daughter through 
their youth employment program. 


ο the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR). The elections will be held durin: 
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Production Impact Not Yet Critical 


5. (C) MacDonald said that of the country\'s 25-30% loss of 
total oil production 

couple weeks if the environment were secure. Chevron has so 
far only suffered one pipeline vandalism at Makaraba 

affecting 13 

quick to fix. Atthe same time 

eyeing for the future amore complete resumption of its 
on-shore production 
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6. (C) MacDonald announced Fred Nelson would replace Jay 
Pryor as Managing Director of Chevron Nigeria by mid-May this 
year and that there would be a two-week overlap. Nelson was 
in Nigeria 8 years ago and so has some familiarity with the 
region. MacDonald called Nelson a \"consolidator 

Pryor had been concerned with growth and expansion. He 
expected Chevron to augment its relationship with the Federal 
Government in Abuja by increasing its office size there. As 
opposed to Shell 

small presence in Abuja 

from the purely political decision-makers. The Ambassador 
offered to invite Nelson for a country team briefing on his 
arrival in country 


Lack of State and Federal Capacity Hinder Plans 
for Long-Term Development 


7. (C) MacDonald stressed the importance of the Rivers 
State development model 

by the State Governor and the Niger Delta Development 
Commission but with capacity-building support from the USG 
HMG and the World Bank. He said state governments 

they did not lack funds for development 

capacity to sustain development programs and would therefore 
need assistance. He agreed 

programs had to come from the state governors and indicated 
Chevron would privately approach Delta State Governor James 
Ibori to initiate a similar program in his state. MacDonald 
stressed the private nature of the meeting 


irs Francisco Lainez. Lainez stated that he would speak with Panamanian Vice President/Foreign Mir 


consideration will be given by the United States to the candidature of Greece. BOLTON 
8 to 19, 2006, at ILEA San Salvador. All officers were born in ΕΙ Salvador. Elmer Mira DOB: 9/16/19' 
1 May 1 to 26, 2006. All officers were born in El Salvador. Salvador Armando Ramirez Herrera DOB: 
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Ibori\'s reputation with the militants made any direct 
relationship with Chevron a difficult proposition. (Comment: 
In comments to the press during the last hostage crisis 
Presidency likewise stated the Rivers State model 

good 

the Delta region. End Comment.) 


8. (C) MacDonald felt oil companies were being slow to 
develop a consensus among themselves as to how to respond to 
the current Delta crisis 

formulate a unified solution. The Ambassador noted the 
potential for the current series of meetings in Washington 

and London to play a role in such necessary coalition 

building. 


9. (C) MacDonald insinuated Delta unrest had impetus from 
Abuja 

appeared more relaxed and free to maneuver. He noted the 
convenient timing both of the hostage release and the 
re-capture of Charles Taylor in conjunction President 
ObasanjoVs visit to Washington. He felt Obasanjo was seeking 
a closer relationship with former head-of-state and notorious 
political fixer Ibrahim Babangida (IBB). His sources told 

him Obasanjo spoke with IBB on the phone for over an hour on 
March 26 and that IBB\'s recent press interview 

bordering on announcing his candidacy for the presidency and 
opposition to a third term 


10. (C) While upper-level management of the oil majors 
continues publicly to share the GON\'s view of MEND and Delta 
unrest as essentially criminal rather than political in 

nature 

proposed solutions include the immediate expansion of the 
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Rivers State development initiative 

region governors 

improved cooperation and the building of a united front among 
the oil companies 

essentially political. End Comment. 
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11. (U) This cable was cleared by Embassy Abuja. 
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endeavors to provide critical services to the roughly 5 
American citizens spread across the world\'s ninth largest 
country. END SUMMARY. 


2.) On March 6th 

Kazakhstani city of Karaganda. The lecture 

language only Friendship School centered on higher education 
opportunities in the U.S. and student visa application 
procedures. The visitto Karaganda also served to satisfy 

two Welfare/Whereabouts requests (Refs: A 


3.) On March 7 Ambassador Ordway conducted a Town Hall 
meeting in Astana. After the Ambassador\'s introductory 
remarks 

the new embassy complex 

session 

and certified copies of passports and notarials. This was 

the second annual Town Hall meeting to be held at Embassy 
Branch Office Astana. 


4.) In an effort to reach the second largest concentration 
of Americans resident in Kazakhstan 

Caspian Sea region on March 15th and 16th. The city of 
Atyrau is situated about half an hour north of the Caspian 
Sea and is split by the Ural River 

continental divide between Europe and Asia. It was founded 
in 1645 by a Russian trader and is 350 kilometers east of 
the Russian city Astrakhan. Despite its closeness to the 
Russian border 

ethnically Kazakh. Atyrau is also the major jumping-off 
point for the Tengiz oil fields. The Atyrau region has the 
largest population of registered Americans outside of 
Almaty. 


5.) A representative of the TengizChevroil company provided 
ConOff with a tour of the American village\" in Atyrau where 
most of the expatriate employees live. The village includes 
housing for expatriate workers 
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recreational facility 


6.) Later 

teachers from Atyrau State University. Questions from the 
students focused on higher education in the U.S. 
procedures 

assistance 

programs. In a meeting with the Rector of Atyrau State 
University 

program with the University of Washington in Seattle. 


7.) ConOff also hosted a Town Hall meeting for the Americans 
living and working in Atyrau. The Town Hall broke post 
records for services requested 

certified copies. Given the large number of attendees and 

the continued interest and support of the local business 
community 

basis starting in the second half of FY-2006. Conoff also 
fielded a number of requests that the embassy open a 
permanent branch office on the Caspian to assist American 
citizens based there. 


8.) Aktau sits on the site of an ancient Silk Road port 

city 

Soviet times 

weapons development site 

and vacation destination. Today 

to become the Houston of Kazakhstan. lt has a slightly 
larger population than Atyrau although a much smaller 
concentration of registered Americans. 

9.) ConOff met with local officials to discuss inter-country 
adoption issues. The meeting was chaired by the Deputy Akim 
(Deputy Mayor) of the Aktau region and was attended by the 
Deputy Director of the local Department of Education 
representatives from local orphanages 

Children\'s Issues Committee 

Questions during this meeting echoed those in similar 
settings 

a federal body responsible for international adoptions and a 
discussion of the Post Placement Reporting requirement. 
Particularly striking were questions that focused on 
clarifications of Kazakhstan\'s own laws and procedures. 


3EC\D 22 MAR 06 B. STATE 021314 - GUIDANCE C. 03 STATE 34981 - GUIDANCE 1. (U) 
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ant events in Dili, emphasizing that press reports of riots and military strife are exaggerated and that r 


onal Cooperation, Antonella Uneddu, and separately provided Sudan points to MFA Horn of Africa Of 
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10.) ConOff also visited Aktau State University to discuss 
with students and faculty opportunities to work and study in 
the United States. While questions mirrored those asked in 
Atyrau 

matters such as dispelling rumors about the visa interview 
process and how exactly to find a university in the United 
States. The trip was capped by the first ever Town Hall 
meeting for Americans resident in Aktau. 
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it will be ready to pass the Special Budget. Tsai was 
pessimistic that Taiwan\'s political gridlock would diminish 
in the future 


Challenges to Taiwan\'s Economy 


4. (C) Turning to the economy 

that morning with the American Chamber of Commerce 
members discussed some of their concerns. He encouraged Tsai 
to read their 2005 White Paper 

downbeat assessment of Taiwan\'s economic situation. The 
Director emphasized that his own view of TaiwanYs economy is 
more optimistic 

democracy and its investment in human capital. Tsai agreed 
to look at the paper 

Director explained that one of the concerns of the business 
community is that regulations governing travel to Taiwan by 
PRC nationals for business and training purposes are too 
bureaucratic 

Business leaders want the flexibility to move specialized 
workers between plants in the PRC and on Taiwan to solve 
problems as they arise. They are also concerned about the 
difficulty of holding international conferences and trade 

shows in Taiwan 

responded that she had worked on solutions to these issues in 
her previous position as Chief of the Mainland Affairs 

Council 

leaders to discuss how these concerns could be better 
addressed. 


5. (C) The Director told Tsai he is concerned that Taiwan\'s 
debate about how to manage cross-Strait trade is distracting 
its leaders 

more important task of planning for Taiwan\'s future economic 
opportunities. He said that Chen should shift his focus to 


Column 3 

injecting health into the economy 

\"theological issues\" such as Taiwan\'s sovereignty and 

identity. Tsai said she shared the Director\'s concerns about 
Taiwan\'s future 

job managing the economy than the DPP. She characterized the 
KMT as lacking flexibility and being stuck in \"the last 
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century.\" She said the DPP is much quicker about responding 
to crises 

own making. Tsai noted that Ma Ying-jeou 

Taipei City Mayor 

managed to preserve his popularity only through his good 
fortune in not facing many crises in his term. 


Don\'t Underestimate the Power of Democracy 


6. (C) The Director reiterated his confidence in Taiwan 
saying that it should not underestimate the power of its 
democracy. He suggested that Taiwan should shift its foreign 
policy focus toward promoting itself as a model for 
democratization to other countries 

priority its long-standing quest for official diplomatic 
relationships. He said that Taiwan should offer its 
experience in democracy to the people in the PRC 

not allow the PRC to define the Cross-Straits relationship 
solely in terms of sovereignty. The Director suggested that 
a long-term process of change was occurring in China which 
could mean over time that Taiwan would be dealing with a more 
democratic system than currently exists in Beijing. He cited 
his recent experience in Kyrgyzstan 

long-suppressed desire for a greater political voice led to 
one of the ousters of authoritarian leaders from the former 
Soviet Union known as the \"color revolutions.\" Tsai agreed 
that there was no hurry to change the status quo 

insisted that Taiwan needs to ensure that its options for the 
future remain open and that its people be allowed to make 
those decisions for themselves. 


7. (C) The Director noted that the guarantor for TaiwanVs 
democracy is the U.S. 

been diminishing. He concluded that President Chen needs to 
do a better job of fencing off U.S. interests from his 

domestic politics 

that supports Taiwan\'s democracy. 

YOUNG 
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opium/heroin source areas to Hanoi) 

frontlines of this effort. This is a problem that requires 

joint action because it threatens everyone. We are glad to 

see that U.S. funding has been well spent by the GVN on TFUs 
like this one 
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T Ρ Μ Ε 

Because the prime minister is from the Liberal Democratic Party 
11 (5) 11 12 

Because something can be expected of Prime Minister KoizumiVs 
leadership 

28 (29) 27 29 

Because new policy measures can be expected 

17 (17) 19 16 

Because the nature of politics is likely to change 

41 (46) 42 40 


Q: (Only for those who answered \"no\" to the above question) Why? 


T P M F 

Because the prime minister is from the Liberal Democratic Party 
11 (13) 0 12 

Because the prime minister compromises too much with the ruling 
parties 

22 (21) 25 20 

Because the nation\'s economic recovery is slow 

46 (29) 40 51 

Because the prime minister is reluctant to take action against 
political scandals 

15 (25) 19 10 


Q: Which political party do you support? 
T Ρ Μ Ε 
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Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 

33 (31) 33 33 

Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ or Minshuto) 
12 (20) 14 10 

New Komeito (NK) 

3 (4) 3 4 

Japanese Communist Party (JCP) 

3 (4) 3 3 


4-6 visit for the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative International Advisory Group meeting. Y 
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Social Democratic Party (SDP or Shaminto) 
3 (2) 1 4 

People\'s New Party (PNP or Kokumin Shinto) 
0 (0) 1 0 

New Party Nippon (NPN or Shinto Nippon) 
0 (0) 1 0 

Other parties 

1 (1) 2 0 

None 

43 (36) 42 45 


Q: Prime Minister Koizumi will not run in the LDP\'s presidential 
election set for this September and will step down. Who do you 
think is appropriate for the next prime minister? 


T M Ε 
Taro Aso 3 5 2 
Shinzo Abe 36 32 40 
Heizo Takenaka 3 4 2 
Sadakazu Tanigaki 1 2 1 
Yasuo Fukuda 18 23 13 
Taku Yamasaki 1 2 1 
Not on the list 28 28 27 


Q: DPJ President Seiji Maehara has clarified his intention to 
resign. Who do you think is appropriate for the next DPJ 
president? 


T M Ε 

Katsuya Okada 7 6 7 
Ichiro Ozawa 25 35 17 
Yukio Edano 2 2 1 
Naoto Kan 17 19 16 
Yukio Hatoyama 9 8 9 
Kozo Watanabe 4 5 3 
Not on the list 26 20 30 


Q: Do you think the DPJ is competent enough to take office? 


T M Ε 
Yes 21 21 21 
No 69 73 66 


(Note) Figures shown in percentage 
that the figure was below 0.5%. \"No answer omitted. Parentheses 
denote the results of the last survey conducted Feb. 10-11. 


Polling methodology: The survey was conducted Feb. 10-11 over the 
telephone with the aim of calling a total of 1 
the nation on a computer-aided random digit sampling (RDS) basis. 


rernors from their posts, and promised to remove any others who permitted illegal logging to continue 


ect in Linyuan Township, Kaohsiung County, planned by the state-owned Chinese Petroleum Corpora 
y Harbor Bureau (KHB) recently resumed preparing a tender for construction of Kaohsiung\'s Sixth Cx 
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Answers were obtained from 1 


(2) Spot poll on DPJ heads resignation 
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YOMIURI (Page 2) (Full) 
April 3 


Questions & Answers 
(Figures shown in percentage.) 


Q: Do you support the Koizumi cabinet? 


Yes 56.8 

No 34.3 

Other answers (O/A) 2.7 
No answer (N/A) 6.1 


Q: Which political party do you support now? 


Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) 44.0 
Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ or Minshuto) 12.4 
New Komeito (NK) 3.5 

Japanese Communist Party (JCP) 2.3 


Social Democratic Party (SDP or Shaminto) 0.8 
People\'s New Party (PNP or Kokumin Shinto) 0.1 
New Party Nippon (NPN or Shinto Nippon) ==> 
Other political parties --- 

None 34.6 

N/A 2.3 


Q: The DPJ\'s Maehara resigned on March 31 as his party\'s 
president to take responsibility for the fake email fiasco. Do 
you think it's only natural for him to resign as his party\'s 
president? Do you think it's unavoidable 

think he didn\'t have to? 


It's only natural 38.2 

It\'s unavoidable 41.3 
He didn\'t have to resign 14.7 
N/A 5.8 


Q: The DPJVs lawmaker Nagata 

in the Diet 

only natural? Do you think it's unavoidable 
think he doesn\'t have to? 


It's only natural 66.2 


18 purpose of the visit is to attend Contact Group meetings. Control officer will be Deputy Econ/Pol Cl 


ce for IRS Deputy Tax Attache, Dean C. Burke to travel to the Netherlands from April 4-7, 2006 to pa 
Narch 29 that several bodies had been spotted left in bags in aremote area near Pai district, about 75 
untry clearance for IRS Tax Attache, Susan W. Stanley to travel to the Netherlands from April 4-7, 201 
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It\'s unavoidable 24.7 
He doesn\'t have to resign 5.7 
N/A 3.4 


Q: The DPJ has now settled the fake email problem. Is it 
convincing to you? 


Yes 40.1 
No 48.7 
N/A 11.3 


Q: Who do you think is most appropriate among the following nine 
persons to head the DPJ as its next president? Pick only one 
any. 


Yukio Edano 1.1 
Katsuya Okada 5.4 
Ichiro Ozawa 24.2 
Takashi Kawamura 4.2 
Naoto Kan 19.3 
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Yoshihiko Noda 1.2 
Yukio Hatoyama 10.4 
Kazuhiro Haraguchi 3.2 


Kozo Watanabe 6.3 
Other persons 0.5 
Not on the list 9.4 
N/A 14.7 


Q: Do you think the DPJ is competent enough to take office? 


Yes 22.0 
No 67.1 
N/A 10.9 


Polling methodology: The survey was conducted April 1-2 over the 
telephone on a computer-aided random digit dialing (RDD) basis. A 
total of 1 

and valid answers were obtained from 1 


(3) Can Minshuto (Democratic Party of Japan) make a fresh start? 
Party members now focus their attention on Ozawa 

degree of his seriousness about running for the party 

presidential race 


NIHON KEIZAI (Page 2) (Full) 
April 3 


of the national response to HIV and AIDS for the year 2005-06. The conference highlighted positive c 
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Ichiro Ozawa has revealed his enthusiasm for succeeding Maehara 
as head of the largest opposition party Minshuto. He will hold a 
press conference today. Whether he will commit himself to running 
is drawing attention. Local party members are raising 

expectations for him 

will be able to be garnered under his leadership. But if he 

assumes a half-hearted attitude as seen in past party 

presidential elections 

supporters to turn around and back Naoto Kan instead. 


\"Mr. Ozawa hasn\'t ever assumed the post of party president. I\'d 
like to see him exhibit his political ability as president 

instead of vice president." One junior lawmaker elected from a 
constituency in the Chugoku Region in western Japan yesterday 
heard this sort of call for Ozawa to lead the party coming from 
local supporters of Ozawa one after the other. A senior member of 
the party\'s campaign staff for the upcoming Lower House by- 
election slated for April 23 in the Chiba No. 7 constituency 

firmly said 

election 

head.\" 


Analyzing the present mood in the party 

remarked: \"If Mr. Ozawa clearly indicated his willingness today 

to run in the party presidential race 

victory would grow stronger.\" But many in the Ozawa group share 
the view that Ozawa would neither declare his candidacy nor 
dismiss the option of running for the election. 


When Kan resigned as party head to take responsibility for his 
failure to pay pension premiums in May 2004 

succeed him as party head 

from party members to the last moment. If Ozawa now again 
indicates reluctance to lead the party 

disappointing the party members. Some would complain that his 
goal is simply to get the post of secretary general. 
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Meanwhile 

Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi at a Lower House Administrative 
Reform Special Committee session today. Kan\'s group intends to 
determine his response to the party election after seeing how the 
party members will respond to Ozawa\'s press conference today. But 
a junior lawmaker of the group aggressively insists: \"(Mr. Kan) 
should come forward as candidate even though his defeat is 
certain.\" 


Behind this aggressiveness is the calculation that if Ozawa 


r delegation consisting of Tristram Hyde, Nicholas Jedrich, Jeffrey Livas, Stephen Merkowitz, and Rol 


ırt of Bangkok\'s upscale shopping district. This morning, the protesters marched on the offices of the 
r delegation consisting of Tristram Hyde, Nicholas Jedrich, Jeffrey Livas, Stephen Merkowitz, and Rol 


Column 3 

showed ambiguity 

would grow. For the stable operation of the party 

leadership needs cooperation from the Kan group. Heeding this 
the group also expects Kan to grab the post of secretary general 
after finishing as runner-up. 


There could be a backlash among young lawmakers who had until 
recently supported Seiji Maehara as party head if the 

presidential election were contested only by Mr. Ozawa and Mr. 
Kan 

looking for ways to back another candidate. 


(4) Editorial: What is Japan\'s fair share in the cost of 
relocating US Marines from Okinawa? 


YOMIURI (Page 3) (Full) 


How should Japan and the United States split the bill for the 
planned transfer of 8 
Guam? 


Senior foreign and defense officials of the two countries are 
scheduled to start talks in Washington tomorrow to make final 
arrangements on the planned relocation. 


In talks with the US 
deterrence of US forces in Japan and reduce the burdens on 
municipalities hosting US bases. 


The transfer of US Marines to Guam is expected to be a great 
opportunity to reduce the excess burden on Okinawa. There is 
every reason for Japan to pay its fair share of the cost. 


About 17 
where there is no housing or infrastructure for them. 


According to a US estimate 

billion dollars 

facilities 

cost would exceed 1 trillion yen. Washington has asked Tokyo to 
pay 75% of the bill. 


The United States has defended its demand 

planned transfer is a response to Japan's request for a reduced 
US military presence in Okinawa and that Japan's financial 
contribution is essential for realizing a quick transfer. The US 

has also insisted that a portion of US defense spending has been 
used for the defense of Japan. 


In repositioning its forces 
strategic stronghold in the Asia-Pacific region. The plan to 


pace Flight Center official James O\'Donnell to travel to the Netherlands from April 24-30, 2006 to attı 


sit is to attend the annual meeting of Auditor's General Global Working Group. 2. Embassy Control 
tria aimed at improving Turkey\'s image in the EU. We found little evidence of any lobbying campaigı 


ustry, Emmanuel Gabla, who leads inter-agency decision- making on French positions at the ITU. W. 
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transfer US Marine Corps headquarters personnel and logistic 
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support troops to Guam constitutes part of the US global military 
strategy. 


But Washington\'s request for Japan to bear 75% of the cost seems 
out of proportion. Tokyo has no reason to accept the one-sided 
demand from Washington. 


Japan has proposed covering part of the bill by extending loans 
for the construction of housing for US Marines and their families 
and other facilities. Foreign Minister Taro Aso said: VI would 
like to keep JapanVs share to less than 5096. There is a limit to 
what the government can afford to pay. V 


Japan has no reason to pay for the construction of facilities 
unrelated to the transfer of US Marines. The government should 
urge Washington to clarify a basis for its estimate. 


For years 
nation support (HNS) 
budget" in Japan. 


The transfer of US Marines is certain to reduce Japan\'s HNS. 
However 

plan must be truly convincing in order to use taxpayer money to 
build US military facilities. 


Earlier 
final report on US force realignment by the end of March 
they failed to meet the deadline. 


The cost of relocating US Marines to Guam is not the only thorny 
issue. Talks between the government and local communities on a 
number of issues 

Corps\' Futenma Air Station 


It is JapanVs responsibility to step up efforts to convince local 
residents to swiftly reach agreement. 


DONOVAN 
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would move them into contract negotiation 

by the Board of Directors to approve the contract and then final 
approval by the government. However 

need approval from Taiwan\'s Presidential Office before it would be 
able to proceed with contract negotiation. CAL asked Boeing to 


jrants country clearance for their visit to Afghanistan on April 1-4, 2006, for consultations with host go 


Column 3 
arrange for some kind of expression of support from the U.S. 
government to be delivered to the Presidential Office. 


3. (SBU) Boeing arranged for nine Senators 

Brownback 

ofthe deal. AIT followed up by telephone 

Office on behalf of Senator Brownback\'s office what the status of 
the letter was. Subsequently 

William Brock sent a letter in support of the Boeing sale to Chen. 
However 

State Department or National Security Council to send a message of 
support as well. 


4. (SBU) Fang and Grimsby met with CAL Senior Vice President of 
Marketing Brian Chou and Vice President of Corporate and Marketing 
Planning Steve Yang on March 29. At the meeting 

Yang that Boeing believed that it had done everything that CAL had 
asked. He underscored the significance of a letter from nine U.S. 
Senators and explained why Boeing was reluctant to involve officials 
from the U.S. executive branch at this point. Fang said that by the 
end of their meeting with Chou and Yang 

to have accepted Boeing\'s message that the next move should be 
CAL\'s. Later Fang told AIT/T by phone 

meeting with staff at the Presidential Office to discuss next steps. 
Boeing had given CAL a deadline of March 31 to complete contract 
negotiations and will now consider adjustments to this timeframe. 


5. (SBU) Fang and Grimsby were both puzzled by the process and CALVs 
insistence on some kind of approval from the Presidential Office at 
this stage. They are not sure whether CAL or the Presidential 
Office is driving the requests for more U.S. government action. 
However 

further action by the U.S. executive branch in Washington would be 
effective or appropriate at this time. Fang said that Boeing has 
asked the senior staff of the nine Senators who wrote to Chen to 
contact TECRO in Washington to follow up on the letter. Boeing is 
also considering asking Senator Rockefeller to intervene personally 
by calling the Presidential Office in Taipei. Fang said that it 

might be useful for AIT to show its interest in the situation at 

some point in the future. 
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cross-Strait economic exchanges. The Executive Yuan (EY) 

promulgated a set implementation measures on March 22. The measures 
will tighten regulations covering travel of PRC nationals to Taiwan 
agricultural exports to China 

capital flows to China. 


7. Specifically 
Fujian 
from these provinces end-up staying permanently); double the return 


šE REF: STATE 46956 1. (U) Post conveyed reftel non-paper and talking points March 29 to Stefan 
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guaranty the Taiwan tourist agency must deposit (from NT$1 million 
to NT$2 million); and require the Taiwan Tourist Agent Association 
to set stricter regulations for their members. Taiwan will 

crackdown on agricultural smuggling into Taiwan by doubling the 
award for information and requiring coastal fishing boats to install 
vessel monitor systems. Taiwan will increase its monitoring of 
agricultural exports to China and forbid PRC crewmembers from 
working on small fishing and entertaining vessels. Projects with an 
investment exceeding US$20 million will be subject to \"policy\" 
screening and post-investment follow-up 

review by the Foreign Investment Commission. The screening process 
will cover financial management plans 

equipment exports 

increase the frequency of examinations of over financial firms\' 
subsidiaries 

China. Taiwan banks\' offshore banking units (OBU) 

and branches are required to closely monitor their lending to 
business firms in China 

(For more details 


Corning opens major R&D center at ΙΤΗΙ 


8. Corning established its largest research and development center 
in Asia at Taiwan\'s Industrial Technology Research Institute (ITRI) 
in mid March. Corning will use the center chiefly to develop 
technologies of glass substrate for liquid crystal displays (LCD) 

one of the backbones of Taiwan\'s industrial sector. In the future 
the center will research fuel cells 

semiconductors. This new center in ITRI is Corning\'s fifth in the 
world. Its four other R&D centers are located in the United States 
France 

R&D center in Asia because of major investments here including LCD 
glass substrate facilities in both the Southern Taiwan Science Park 
in Tainan and the Central Taiwan Science Park in Taichung. In 
January 

largest investment in a single production facility in the world with 

a construction cost of USD 1.5 billion. 


Dupont\'s Fire Retardant Clothing Project 


9. DuPont has begun cooperating with Formosa Taffeta to use 

DuPont\'s Nomex fibers for manufacture of fire-retardant clothing. 

This project marks DuPont\'s first move from manufacturing and 
marketing of Nomex into the Nomex fabric and clothing market. With 

its eyes on Taiwan\'s massive petrochemical industry 

big potential fire-resistant protective clothing market in Taiwan. 

Formosa Petrochemical Corporation and Taiwan Power Company are the 
two largest users of Nomex-made protective wear in Taiwan. Formosa 


| for parliament from the Issykul Oblast city of Balikchy. The CEC decision comes only nine days afte 
ER FOR REASON 1.4 (B) 1. (C) General of the Army Andre Oyini, the commander of the Gabones 
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Petrochemical alone accounts for about 80% of the total demand. One 
Nomex fire-resistant suit cost about NTD 4 

fibers 

heat- and flame-resistant clothing for firefighting 

electricity generation. Nomex fibers are also used for electrical 
insulation. 


Taiwan\'s First Solar Cell Testing Center 


10. With solar cells set to be one of the next major industries in 
Taiwan 

March 14 a cooperation contract with TV Rheinland Group of Germany 
for establishing Taiwan\'s first photovoltaic module testing 

laboratory. The laboratory will speed up delivery of solar products 

to foreign buyers by testing and certifying the products locally. 

The production value of Taiwan\'s solar industry in 2005 totaled NTD 
7 billion of which solar cells accounted for NTD 5.4 billion. The 
global production value of the solar sector in 2010 is expected to 
reach NTD 230 billion of which Taiwan is expected to contribute NTD 
14 billion. 


Taiwan\'s Machine Tool Exports 


11. In 2005 

reach a total value of US$2.7 billion. Taiwan is the world\'s fourth 
largest machine tool exporter 

Exports of metal-cutting machines 

lathes 

metal-forming machine tools was up 17.2 percent. Hong Kong and 
Mainland China together took 41 percent or US$1.1 billion of 
Taiwan\'s total machine tool exports. The U.S. was the second 
biggest export market with shipment of US$260 million. Other major 
markets included: Turkey 

Malaysia 

Taiwan Association of Machinery Industries (TAMI) predicts that 
production and exports of machine tools will enjoy 10 percent growth 
in 2006. 


Taiwan An Information Age Leader 


12. Taiwan was ranked seventh out of 115 world economies in terms 
of its information and technology developments 

Global Information Technology Report 2005-2006 Network Readiness 
Index rankings. Among Asian economies 

than Japan and Hong Kong 


YOUNG 
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nephew of Koo Chen-fu (who died January 3 

Koo-Wang cross-Strait talks. The family supports both Green 
and Blue politicians. Jeffrey Koo\'s youngest son 
(Chung-ying) 

Holding (CDFH). His eldest son Jeffrey Koo 

of Chinatrust Commercial Bank. 


Taiwan Politics 

3. (C) Chairman Koo said that President Chen was greatly 
handicapped by the lack of experienced KMT officials from the 
previous administration in his government. Instead 
President Chen appointed academics without any previous 
administrative or political experience to his government. 
The academics 

theoretically correct answer to any problem 

when theory collided with practical realities in actual 
governance. Chairman Koo also admitted that the KMT 
contributed to this problem by stopping its members from 
serving in President Chen\'s government. 


4. (C) Koo claimed that government corruption had largely 
stopped by 2000 

also regretted the split between James Soong (a close 
personal friend) and the KMT and said that the impact could 
be long-lasting because old wounds take time to heal. When 
asked about the presidential election in Taiwan in 2008 
suggested that tne DPP may still hold on to power. (Note: an 
assessment that is not often heard 

Ma Ying-jeou\'s surging popularity.) 


President Chen\'s Mainland Policies and Business in Taiwan 

5. (C) Chairman Koo said that President Chen\'s mainland 
policies have had a negative impact on the Taiwan economy. 
In order to keep Taiwan from overly relying on investment in 
China 

investment in Vietnam and other Southeast Asian countries. 
Chairman Koo said that his company has two offices in Vietnam 
that are both profitable 

his other operations. He indicated that profitability would 
decide the target of overseas investments 

asked that if one could make $8 in Vietnam and $10 in China 
why should they quit China. He also said that many Taiwan 
companies are investing in China through indirect channels in 
order to evade Taiwan restrictions on such investment 
believed that most Taiwan businessmen would prefer to legally 
register their China investments 

permitted. 


g an economic union that could lead to political integration. Under a draft plan, the heads of governn 


please see Para. 5. 2 (S) Post has had several opportunities in the past week to update the Govern 
nse Representative - Pakistan (ODRP) an original End User Certificate (EUC), serial number 71/2001 
its regarding the nomination of Ambassador Levitsky for re-election to the International Narcotics Cor 
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US-Taiwan Relations 

6. (C) Chairman Koo asked how the attitude of the U.S. 
government toward Taiwan would evolve over the next five 
years. Would the U.S. still support Taiwan maintaining its 
status as a separate territory 

concerned with keeping the peace in the region? While 
acknowledging this to be a complicated subject 

Young said personally he could not imagine the U.S. 
supporting independence because of the potential 
destabilizing impact on the region. 


7. (C) Chairman Koo said the people in Taiwan believe that 
they are independent already 

Taiwan. He added that Taiwan will not belong to any 
communist country and that a subservient relationship with 
China would be anathema to Taiwan. Japan now increasingly 
relies on its own military force to defend itself 

needs U.S. military assistance to protect itself from 
intimidation by China. Chairman Koo suggested that 
eventually a political affiliation with China might be 
acceptable to Taiwan 

belong to China. He asked again if the U.S. supports the 
status quo in Taiwan straits 

that Taiwan should engage China on mutually beneficial 
issues 

Chen\'s concern that economic trends will lead to China 
politically dominating Taiwan. 


8. (C) Koo indicated that he is very concerned about the 

future of Taiwan. Atthe same time 

future 

insistence on a V'one ChinaW formula and provide more options 
to Taiwan in its political affiliation with China. Director 

Young closed the meeting by urging Chairman Koo to continue 
offering sound business advice to Taiwan leaders on both 
sides of the political divide. 


9. (C) Comment: Koo is increasingly feeling pressure from 
his family tradition to serve as a voice of conscience to 
Taiwan\'s political leaders. While harboring long-time roots 
to the KMT 

system democracy has brought to the island. We are urging 
such senior figures to lend their voice to the current debate 
concerning Taiwan\'s future. End Comment. 

YOUNG 


om Land, Office of Air and Radiation, to travel to St. Vincent and the Grenadines from April 23 - 28, 2 


1ess cooperation, but had few examples of success outside the sectors of handicraft. Enthusiasm ar 
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however 

from China should not be imported. The pro-independence 
English-language 

government has done the right thing in rejecting the importation of 
two pandas from China 

Vunited front propaganda." End summary. 


A)\"Pandas Should Not Come to Taiwan Even From the [Environmental] 
Conservation Viewpoint V 


The pro-independence 
an editorial (4/1): 


V... The Council of Agriculture\'s ad hoc review panel made a 
professional decision to ban the importation of pandas from China 
and we support the decision. ... 


\"It is fortunate that the ad hoc review panel cautiously made the 
decision 

considering factors such as climate 

that are necessary for raising pandas. ...\" 


B) V'Enough about the Pandas 


The pro-independence 
30 


\"Tomorrow the Council of Agriculture is expected to announce its 
formal rejection of two zoo operators\' applications for the 
importation of pandas from China. Criticism from within Taiwan 
(primarily by the pan-blue camp) and from without (primarily Chinese 
officials) over the decision immediately followed the meeting of the 
council\'s Forestry Bureau on Friday. Critics decry the supposedly 
political nature of the decision. However 

Chinas motives in offering the pandas were always political 
brazenly so. One can hardly blame a government for reciprocating 
with a political decision. ... 


V... Ma 

Zoo was one of the rejected applicants. Echoing the Chinese media 
Ma and other critics of the government\'s decision complained that 
political interests should not intrude on gift-giving. But one 

should never look at such government decisions in isolation. 
Instead 

cross-strait relationship. Only then can one recognize that the 
gesture was never anything more than an act of propaganda 
admittedly effective one at that. 


\"Through the simple act of giving two pandas 
create the impression that China means no harm to Taiwan. 


; between business and labor, the Honduran Special Commission for the Minimum Wage approved a 
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\"But there is barely a reason to believe in the existence of Chinese 
goodwill toward Taiwan against the backdrop of hundreds of Chinese 
missiles pointed this way 

Taiwan out of the World Health Organization 

\"Anti-Secession\" Law 

on the very act of expressing support for this nation\'s democracy 
and self-determination. 


\"Under the circumstances 

have accepted the pandas (ignoring the prison lifestyles that they 
would have had to endure) 

its cynicism and diverted public attention from the growing danger 
that Taiwan faces. 


\"If accepting the pandas had led Beijing to respect this place or 
had at least prompted the removal of missiles 

have been justifiable. But this was never going to happen 
everybody knows it. ...\" 


YOUNG 
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it much easier to hire workers on temporary contracts) 
and regularized 700 

workers. The Biagi Law and the legalization helped 
lower Italy\'s nominal unemployment rate from 9.1 
percent in 2001 to 7.7 percent in 2005. The center- 
right also enacted modest pension reforms 

raising the retirement age for most male workers from 
57 to 60 starting in 2008 

2014. Finally 

cuts in 2003 and 2005 that amount to 350-500 euro per 
year for the average Italian family. 


Half Measures Frustrate Business. 


5. (SBU) While Berlusconi has attempted to grapple with 
some of Italy\'s fundamental problems 

managed to implement have been the kind of half 
measures that please no one. The pension reform 
raising the retirement age only modestly over such a 
long period 

sustainability of the system; yet 

center-right support among working Italians. The tax 
cuts 

been offset by price increases for utilities and other 
government services. Our business contacts frequently 
grumble that Berlusconi only uses his political capital 
for the things--such as decriminalization of false 


mmary and action request. Norway may soon lay claim to a large swath of Arctic resources around t 
ith civil war; Khartoum was both a northern state and the national capital subject to shariVah law; the ; 
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accounting or relaxation of media regulation--that 
benefit his personal legal and business interests. 


6. (U) As a result 

FIAT Chairman Luca Cordero di Montezemolo 

heads Italy\'s main employer association 

-have become BerlusconiVs harshest critics. Relations 
between Berlusconi and Confindustria reached a nadir at 
the associationsY annual meeting March 18 when the 
Prime Minister lashed out at Montezemolo and other 
association leaders 

undermining his campaign. Forza Italia campaigners 
claim this confrontation helped Berlusconi with small 
business owners unrepresented by Confindustria. True 
or not 

not have the strong backing of industry that he once 
enjoyed. 


The Optimist Versus the Cassandra 


7. (U) BerlusconiVs primary tactic 

successfully for him in the 2001 election 

confidence and optimism on the economy. BerlusconiVs 
campaign slogan 

badly 

election. 


8. (U) The left is using growing economic anxiety to 
attack the Berlusconi administration for increasing job 
insecurity and for presiding over a drop in household 
spending power that coincided with the switch to euro 
coins and banknotes. Prodi has embraced the 
\"Cassandra\" label given to him by BerlusconiVs 
supporters. \"They forget that Cassandra always told 
the truth 

newspaper March 7 

gods never to be heard. V 


Election Issue #1: Jobs and Income 


9. (U) The heart of both the center-right and center- 

left economic platforms is reducing labor costs to 

boost income 

declining worker productivity. Prodi has pledged to 
reduce social security contributions by five percent-- 
three percent from the share paid by workers themselves 
and two percent from the share paid by employers. 

Prodi would pay for these reductions (and for his 
proposed increases in social spending outlined below) 


am the Mujahedeen-e-Khalg (MEK), an Iranian opposition group. Prime Minister Stanishev and Defe 


lance goals: -- Countering international trafficking in drugs, persons, and other illicit goods; and -- PI 


ty Policy and Arms Control. In March 29 follow-up discussions Haljas indicated that the GOE still has 
: Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Oz 
ited a position on the issue, he said. As Estonia does not have representation in Bucharest, Raidel s: 
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by raising the capital gains tax rate from 12.5 to 20 
percent. 


10. (SBU) Berlusconi\'s platform 

three-percent cut in contributions--one percent for 
workers 

left 

they would pay for their proposed reduction in social 
security contributions. Furthermore 

is attacking Prodi\'s plan to raise taxes 

this will hurt average Italians 

economic recovery 

(BerlusconiVs tax amnesties may have coaxed some off- 
shore money back to Italy 

hazard and stimulate further tax evasion.) 


11. (SBU) Comment: A capital gains tax increase may 
prove politically risky for the center-left. Though 
falling 

meaning many average citizens hold bonds and other 
investments that would be subject to these higher 
taxes. Also 

capital gains tax will force the GOI to raise returns 

on government bonds 

revenue gain in higher debt service. End comment. 


...And More Welfare. 


12. (U) As part of its platform for boosting family 
income 

for child care and government payments of euro 2 

per year for each child under three. This is many 
times more generous than childbearing subsidies enacted 
under the center-right government 

income-dependant 

euro 1 

13. (U) Berlusconi\'s social platform 

focuses on retirees. The center-right promises that it 
will raise the minimum state pension from euro 600 per 
month to 800 for Italy\'s least-well-off senior 

citizens. This measure is expected to produce a 
further (unfunded) burden of up to euro 7.2 billion per 
year on the national budget. Promising pension 
increases worked for Berlusconi in 2001 

Minister delivered by increasing minimum rates to euro 
600/month 

pensioners over 70 with no other source of income--a 
group that included 1.4 million of the 7.2 million 

people then receiving minimum state pensions. Future 
pension increases will likely carry similar 
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limitations. 
How and How Much to Help the South 


14. (U) Many of the key swing regions in this 
elections 

(the \"Mezzogiorno\"); and the center-left hopes to 
convince voters there that it will be more generous 
than Berlusconi. The center-left promises a slew of 
aid for government services 

infrastructure 

transportation 

The center-left also pledges additional tax incentives 
for companies willing to invest in the Mezzogiorno. 
BerlusconiVs southern strategy is hobbled by the 
presence in his coalition of the Northern League 

has vociferously opposed government hand-outs for the 
South. The center-right platform focuses primarily on 
improving southern infrastructure 

constructing the Straits of Messina Bridge to connect 
Sicily with mainland Italy. (See Refs B 


Dancing Around Reform 


15. (SBU) While economic issues have taken center stage 
in this campaign 

not. In a recent conversation with Econoff 

Messori 

highly critical of the lack of straight talk in the 

current campaign. Both sides 

focusing on relatively minor economic issues 

social security contributions and child care 

than addressing the need for fundamental economic 
reform. Neither candidate 

telling voters that Italy 

competition from China and other low-cost producers 
must make a painful shift from manufacturing to a 
service-based economy. The center-left\'s unstated 
goal 

system as a way of easing this transition. Messori 
acknowledged 

from united 

as the Rifondazione Comunista 

economic liberalization. 


Comment 


16. (SBU) As Italy\'s richest businessman 
was swept into office in 2001 under the promise to 
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return Italy to its former status as a first-tier 
economy. Five years later 

speaking about becoming the \"next Argentina\"--i.e. 
once-great economic power that slid into third-world 
status through persistent debt 

mismanagement. 


17. (SBU) The reluctance of both sides to directly 
address Italy\'s fundamental economic problems is 
our view 

Though Italy is falling further behind the rest of 
Europe (not to mention East Asia and the United 
States) 

concluded that tough talk about Italy\'s economic ills 
is no way to win an election. 


18. (SBU) At every opportunity 

Italian audiences the need for the next GOI 

led by Berlusconi or Prodi 

performance and competitiveness. Without a more 
dynamic economy 

playing a strategic 

its international commitments 

partner with the United States in Iraq 

Afghanistan 
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believers\" will complicate the process. Interviews with 

eight party leaders and party observers revealed no consensus 

for the future of the \"Lega\" in Bossi\'s absence. END SUMMARY. 


2. (C) Poloff asked a group of young Northern League (Lega) 
leaders in the northern Lega stronghold of Lombardy who could 
eventually replace party founder and leader Umberto Bossi 
(64) 

two years ago. Daniele Belotti 

Lega and self-described \"Legista at heart 

that Bossi would take care of that problem for the party and 
not leave them without a leader. Belotti 

Europarliamentarian Matteo Salvini and Provincial Counselor 
Paolo Grimoldi then explained to Milan Acting Pol/Econ Chief 
Poloff and Milan Pol FSN that a true \"Leghista\" sees the 
party and Umberto Bossi as one in the same. They described 
with reverence how he built the party from scratch and how he 
always knew where to guide the party. They refused to 


. (C) SUMMARY: During a March 14 meeting at the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), Treasut 


INESCO IS PREPARING ANEW COMMUNICATIONS AND EDUCATION PROGRAM AIMED AT WC 


ry Director of Multilateral Affairs Julio Garro and Deputy Director of UN Affairs Miguel Barreto. Poloff 
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speculate about a Bossi successor. 


3. (C) The next day 

the Lega Massimo Zanello told Poloff that the issue of who 
succeeds Bossi is a real problem for the Lega. Zanello 
eschews wearing the Lega\'s trademark green tie or 
handkerchief 

Leghista\" in the eyes of those who call themselves Leghistas 
at heart. He told Poloff that Bossi remains the undisputed 
leader and symbol ofthe Lega. He also called Bossi a 
calculating pragmatist with undisputed moral authority among 
the Lega\'s emotional base. Zanello compared Bossi to former 
U.S. President Richard Nixon 

American political leaders had sufficient anti-communist 
credentials to open a pragmatic dialogue with China. In 
Zanello\'s view 

Berlusconi without being viewed has having sold out the party 
to the establishment. He continued that Bossi could even 
form an alliance with the center-left that would be 

acceptable to tne base. Looking forward 

Bossi\'s health is weak and that there are no emerging leaders 
who combine undisputed credibility with the base and 
pragmatism. He predicted the party would split among 
pragmatists and fundamentalists if Bossi\'s health fails 
completely. 


4. (Ο) Journalists Guido Passalacqua and Carlo Brambilla said 
that Bossi traditionally controlled every aspect of the 

Lega\'s direction and identity. Like Zanello and the young 
Lega leaders 

even if Bossi had technically anointed Lega Secretary 
Giancarlo Giorgetti as his successor during the last party 
congress five years earlier. Both Passalacqua and Brambilla 
agreed that Giorgetti had not shown sufficient charisma to 
take over from Bossi. Lega Spokesperson Niccoletta Maggi 
told Poloff that Varese Provincial President Marco Reguzzoni 
was an upcoming leader and a recent edition of \"Panorama\" 
confirmed that. Ex-Minister of reform Roberto Calderoli is 
damaged goods as a result of the scandal involving his 
wearing t-shirts emblazoned with cartoons of the Prophet 
Mohammed (REF A). According to the two journalists 

of Labor Maroni is the brightest leader in the Lega 

echoed comments by Zanello that Maroni has not worked to 
establish a strong base of support within the party. Both 
journalists agreed that Bossi\'s wife wields tremendous 
influence 

home 

Renzo 


5. (C) Bossi\'s health is failing and he is losing touch with 
the people 


eria and Cote dVlvoire during a March 29 meeting with AF Acting DAS-Equivalent Isabel Guisnel. Gu 
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journalists explained how Bossi fell asleep during a meeting 
with the Lega\'s inner circle to decide the party\'s candidate 
list for parliament. More telling 

show ata party meeting the next day to formally approve the 
list 

rank-ordered list in Bossi\'s absence so they listed potential 
candidates alphabetically. Zanello said Bossi is losing 
contact with the people given his health limitations and is 
beginning to rely on a very reduced circle of advisers. 


6. (C) Without hesitation 

of every true Leghista is eventual secession from Italy. He 
described that as the final goal of a long process that 

begins with Devolution 

referendum this summer (REF B). Lega adviser Germano Draghi 
told Poloff he thinks the Lega would leave the coalition with 
Berlusconi if the referendum fails 

that Bossi\'s center-right allies only provided lukewarm 
support for the referendum. The two journalists said Bossi\'s 
desire to stay in the government means he would only leave 
the coalition if the center-right loses the April 9-10 

elections and the devolution referendum fails. 

7. (C) In an interview with \"Panorama 

thinking on the issue. He said he is with Berlusconi because 
there is no chance for reform without him. For Bossi 

means Devolution. He expressed confidence the center-right 
would win but noted the Lega would be free to do what it 
wants if the coalition loses in April. Bossi calls the 
referendum a first step toward \"fiscal federalisim.\" The 
journalists 

look for a way to stay in the coalition if the Lega is part 

of the government and the referendum fails. It remains very 
unclear whether the referendum will pass of not. 


8. (C) In September 

\"good and quiet for five years because they wanted 
Devolution.\" Though Bossi and the Lega have taken 
anti-immigration stances 

and other conservative goals 

has subordinated all other goals to achieving Devolution. 
Maggi said the Lega would \"raise the tonel" if the 
center-right loses 

government ally as long as it sees that as the best path to 
Devolution. 


ERATIONS INITIATIVE REF: A. PATEL/ROSATI E-MAIL OF 03/29/2006 AND PREVIOUS B. PA 
ral Jake Walles for reasons 1.4 (b) and (d). 1. (C) Summary: Key donors and implementing agencie: 
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9. (C) Draghi 

the Lega 

He noted that Bossi saw the Lega\'s popularity implode after 
his visit to Belgrade during the Kosovo bombings and that 
Bossi realized \"foreign policy is beyond his area of 
expertise\" and risks votes. Draghi continued that the Lega 
is a nationalist party of sorts and was not particularly 
sympathetic to Italian troop deployments in Iraq 

was willing support his coalition allies. He said the Lega\'s 
only foreign policy principle is the support of separatist 
movements 


10. (C) Opinions on Calderoli\'s t-shirt scandal were mixed. 
The two journalists said it had damaged Calderoli as a 

national figure but that many in the Lega base supported him. 
Most of Milan\'s pollsters (REF C) said it had had little 

affect on support for the Lega 

caused some supporters to migrate to Forza Italia. The 
scandal typifies the split inside the Lega between true 
believers and pragmatists. The true believers told Poloff 

that nobody had publicly criticized the point Calderoli was 
making about free speech and appeared supportive of Celdaroli 
as they talked ominously about the \"Muslimization of Europe." 
Zanello called Calderoli\'s actions ridiculous and 

irresponsible. In his \"Panarama\" interview 

said he would not have done it himself. 


11. (C) Several interlocutors noted BossiVs close 
relationship with Democrats of the Left (DS) President 
Massimo D\'Alema 

They said the Lega and DS had flirted previously with the 
idea of a coalition in Lombardy and did not preclude a future 
coalition. Many also said the DS and Lega have a common 
concern with the recreation of a new center party 

could exclude both of them from government. 


12. (C) COMMENT: Bossi is the founder 
Lega. His poor health presents a classic succession problem. 
The Northern League will hold a party congress next November 


s UN/International Terrorism and Illicit Drugs section Third Secretary Jane Anne Duffy. Duffy said the 
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at which Bossi will indicate his successor 

likely remain the party\'s true leader as long as his health 
permits. In any case 

pragmatists seems inevitable in his absence. The outcome of 
Italy\'s April 9-10 elections will determine tactical 

alliances 

COMMENT. 


13. (U) This cable was drafted jointly with AmConGen Milan. 
SPOGLI 
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second half of 2006 in OSCE with respect to elections 
observation issues. Voronkov said that while he doubts there 
is any written instruction 

been tasked by the Kremlin with ensuring that OSCE\'s Office 
of Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) 
especially its elections monitoring functions 

thoroughly discredited in the eyes of the Russian public well 
before 2008 Russian Presidential election. He envisages 
either of two outcomes as the Kremlin\'s policy goal: 


-- To build up such a substantial drumbeat of criticism of 
ODIHR and its practices that its observation of the Russian 
election will already be considered completely suspect by the 
Russian public before it even takes it place 

any effect of a critical ODIHR report; or 


-- To provide a pretext for Russia simply not to invite ODIHR 
observation of the election in the first place 
of Russia\'s OSCE Copenhagen commitments. 


Voronkov pointed to RussiaVs recent strident attacks on 
ODIHR\'s observation of the Belarus Presidential election as 
explicitly part of this strategy. He expressed considerable 
concern that Russia\'s campaign against ODIHR will have 
serious negative consequences for the atmosphere and for 
cooperation in OSCE in general 


2. (C) Speaking personally on broader issues 

expressed disquiet over what he views as the complete 
inability of RussiaWs leadership to understand that Russia 
can gain 

independent states around its borders. The leadership 

said 

necessarily being subservient clients 

price down the road for tying its fortunes to the Lukashenkos 
and Karimovs of the region. He lamented Russia\'s approach to 
the separatist problems in Moldova and Georgia 

agreeing with PolCouns that Russia\'s policy is to preserve 
the current status quo and to foster instability in those 


q, Iran, Hamas, and his effort to convene a conference of Iraqi religious leaders. He accused Syrian 
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countries. In an aside 

seems to think it can adopt the Chinese model of development 
but does not understand that Russia and China are completely 
different. Russia\'s leaders 

Russia is the main force in the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization: in reality 

simply deluding itself. 


3. (C) Finally 

Voronkov described the country\'s leaders as the \"third tier\" 
remenants of the Soviet period 

enriching themselves. \"I was more optimistic a year ago 
concluded 

trends as being negative for the next few years 

SCOTT 
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China\" (zhonghua minguo). Fan said that technical issues 
on tourism could be resolved within months 

further delays would drag out discussions into the campaign 
season for Taipei and Kaohsiung mayoral elections 

further progress unlikely. 


Interim Proposal - Humanitarian and One-Time Cargo Charters 


6. (C) Because of the difficulties facing tourism 
discussions 

the two sides discuss humanitarian charters and special 
one-time cargo charters as an interim step. Humanitarian 
charters would consist primarily of medical evacuations. 
As an example of a special one-time cargo charter 

cited the possibility that a semiconductor firm would 
charter a single cargo flight to move large pieces of 
manufacturing equipment from Taiwan to new facilities in 
the PRC. 


Not Many in the Loop 


7. (C) Fan claimed that his communications with CAAC is the 
only semi-official channel between the PRC and Taiwan. 
According to Fan 

Presidents Chen Shui-bian and Hu Jintao 

officials participate in the internal discussions on the 

issue. Fan told us that he gets all of his instructions 

from MAC Economics Division Director Fu Don-cheng 

in turn instructed by MAC Chairman Joseph Wu. He said that 
even MAC Vice Chairman Michael Y.L. You is not fully 
informed of the most recent developments. Fan commented 
that beyond MAC and the Presidential Office only Chiou |- 


N WTO DOHA ROUND ISSUES 1. (U) Over the past week two sets of high-level visitors, CODEL C 
M Trade Ministers on April 12 and requested Ambassador\'s assistance in facilitating a response frorr 
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jen and a few others in the National Security Council are 
involved in decision making on cross-Strait charter 
flights. Ministry of Transportation and Communications 
officials learn about developments much later. 


Comment - Different Dates 


8. (C) In ref B 

and the PRC will hold discussions on charter flights and 
tourism in early July 

information from Fan. One possible explanation is that Wu 
referred to a final and public round of discussions at 

which an agreement would be signed. Fan was clearly 
referring to another round of secret 

that would not immediately conclude an agreement. Other 
possibilities include either Fan or Wu intentionally 
provided inaccurate information or one of them is not fully 
briefed on cross-Strait charter flight discussions. 
Regardless of why the two provided different dates 

clear that Taiwan contacts involved in the charter flight 
discussions believe that there will be progress in the 
coming months. End comment. 

YOUNG 
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Hariri said 

improvement in the living and working conditions of 
Palestinians in Lebanon. Hariri noted that he would meet 
with Palestinian leaders in Lebanon to show his good faith in 
these matters and to demonstrate his awareness that Jibril 
cannot speak for all of them. 


3. (C) The Ambassador expressed strong concern that Jibril 
used his Beirut trip to increase his prestige and influence 

at a time when it is in everyone\'s interest to promote 
Palestinian moderation. Jibril should be marginalized 
embraced. Particularly damaging 

Jibril\'s public statements suggesting that he was shuttling 
messages between Damascus and Beirut 

that he was an accepted mediator between the Lebanese and 
Syrians. The Ambassador reminded Hariri that Detlev Mehlis 
mentioned the need for further exploration of whether the 
PFLP-GC and Jibril were linked to the murder of Saad\'s father 
Rafiq Hariri. Hariri said that he was aware of the problems 
associated with Jibril 

dialogue asked him to follow up the issue of Palestinian 

arms. His meeting with Jibril 

exclusively on that issue. (Septel will cover other aspects 

of the Jibril trip to Beirut.) 

FELTMAN 
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\"misleading.\" Lee 

conference 

fully met standards set by the International Labor 

Organization (ILO) and that wages paid to the North Korean 
workers at KIC were greater than those prevailing in the 

DPRK. A Ministry of Unification official confirmed to poloff 

on April 3 that press coverage of Lee\'s comments were 
accurate 

rebut SE Lefkowitz\'s remarks. He added that visiting ROK 
officials from the Blue House and MOU would raise the issue 
again with U.S. counterparts during their April 17-19 visit 

to Washington. COMMENT: Assistant Minister Lee\'s remarks 
are undoubtedly the most explicit criticism of a U.S. 

official from the ROKG that we have encountered in recent 
years. The ROKG considers the Kaesong Industrial Complex as 
the centerpiece of its engagement policy with the DPRK and 
will react strongly to any perceived criticism of the 

project 


PRESS COVERAGE OF S/E LEFKOWITZ\'S ΑΕΙ REMARKS 


2. (U) Several South Korean media outlets focused on Special 
Envoy for North Korean Human Rights Jay Lefkowitz\'s comments 
on the Kaesong Industrial Complex (KIC) in his March 30 
remarks at the America Enterprise Institute (AEl). The ROK 
press reported that the Special Envoy -- stressing that North 
Korean workers at KIC received less than USD 2 per day in 
wages 

their wages -- argued in favor of having the International 

Labor Organization (ILO) or other independent parties monitor 
the labor conditions at KIC and report their findings to the 

UN. 


REACTION FROM MOU STRESSES GOOD WORKING CONDITIONS 


3. (U) Subsequently 

Kwan-sei 

Public Affairs 

March 31 press conference that the ROKG regretted Lefkowitz\'s 
\"inappropriate\" and \"misleading\" remarks 

remarks could undermine the ROK\'s goal of influencing the 
DPRK to open and transform its economy through continued 
engagement with the DPRK. The news reports quoted Lee 
saying 

comments that can harm the image of our companies operating 
in the KIC without confirming 

facts about North Korean workers\' ages and working 


nister Rafiq Hariri as well as its request to the Secretary-General in UNSCR 1644 (2005) to help the ( 
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conditions.\" According to the press 

that the monthly wages of USD 57.50 paid to each North Korean 
worker at KIC was substantially higher than that paid 

anywhere else in the DPRK 

industrial workers in other socialist countries in Asia. He 

added that working hours and paid leaves and other working 
conditions had all met ILO standards. 


ROKG TO RAISE ISSUE IN WASHINGTON APRIL 17-19 


4. (C) On April 3 

International Cooperation 

coverage of Lee\'s remarks were accurate. Noting that 
Minister of Unification Lee Jong-seok and other high-level 
MOU officials had gathered immediately after Lefkowitz\'s 
remarks at ΑΕΙ to discuss the next steps for the ROKG 
said senior officials ultimately decided it would be 
inappropriate for Minister Lee to comment directly on the 
issue. Assistant Minister Lee Kwan-sei 

impromptu press conference on March 31 to state unequivocally 
the ROKG\'s position. Kim 

April 17-19 visit to Washington of Cho Myung-gun 

to the President for National Security Policy and Director 
General Koh Gyung-bin of the KIC Project Office 

Koh would vigorously attempt to dispel misperceptions 
concerning KIC and its role in inter-Korean affairs in 
meetings with USG officials and at the April 18 conference 
hosted by the Korea Economic Institute (KEI). 


YUN 
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his view that the Lao Front for National Construction (LFNC) 
understood the need for the ordination to go forward 

that the central problem was with officials in Boliknamsay 
Province 

something that will destroy them.\" The Bishop consistently 
mentioned the split between the central and provincial level 
governments and the fact that policies dictated by the 
central government are often not understood or enforced in 
the provinces. The LFNC has given no indication regarding 
when or if the ordination will be allowed to proceed. 


Wielding Influence 

5. (C) Having had their application to register with the LFNC 
as an Official religion rejected in 2004 

approached the government in early 2006 with a renewed 
request to register. Pastor Sengdeuane of the United 
Methodists told Dr. Adamson that while the LFNC has not yet 


>) On March 30, Foreign Minister Roberto Tovar told Ambassador that he would call Panamanian Vic 
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approved the Methodist 

most of their difficulties originate from the LEC and not the 
government. He said the LEC has close relations with and 
influences the LFNC. Sangdeuane went on to say that when he 
was an LEC member he witnessed the transfer of \"gifts\" from 
LEC head Khamphone to the LFNC 

helped LFNC officials build homes 

travel. Pastor Polo 

Khmu (closely protect) 

into the LEC headquarters comes not only from LEC church 
donations 

Hong Kong 


6. (C) During a meeting with Sayduam Moua 


VIENTIANE 00000311 002 OF 003 


Pastor of an LEC Church at Phuokhao Khouay Village north of 
Vientiane 

head Khamphone \"hates the Hmong 

make up the bulk of LEC members. The pastor 

the LFNC representative for the village 

had no problems with the government or the local village 

chief 

attends the church. The church 

a congregation of roughly 200. The pastor said the LEC 
headquarters has provided a few Bibles and hymnals 

other support. When asked about the Methodists attempts to be 
officially recognized 

believe in religions that are approved by the government. 


LEC Looking to China: A Plan to Increase Authority? 

7. (C) During a meeting with Dr. Adamson 

Khamphone 

freedom 

policies similar to those of China. He noted that he had 
organized a trip to China last year that included 
representatives from the LFNC and the Ministry of Information 
and Culture (Ref A). Although Khamphone held China up as a 
model of religious tolerance for the GoL to follow 

Polo told PolOff that while China 

an improvement over that of Laos 

likes China 

to the LEC as the primary GoL recognized Protestant 
organization. 


Religious Prisoners and the LFNC 


8. (C) In a February 27 meeting with Khamphuey of the LFNC 
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Dr. Adamson pressed the GoL to consider the release of 
religious prisoners in Laos 

prisoners cited in the 2005 International Religious Freedom 
Report on Laos 

there were any religious prisoners in Laos and saying that 
they must be imprisoned for other reasons 

that the Embassy send a diplomatic note with their names so 
the matter could be investigated. Embassy Vientiane has 
since sent a diplomatic note requesting reconsideration of 
the cases and is awaiting a response. 


9. (C) Having just come from a meeting with the head of the 
United Methodists 

GoL approval (again) to organize in Laos (Ref A) 

asked that the Methodists be recognized and allowed to 
organize and congregate freely. Khamphuey did not respond 
directly to this request 

an issue of division within one religious group - the LEC - 
under which he groups most Protestants. He also noted that 
“some people are trying to use religion for negative 
purposes" and that some religions do not fit Laos 

situation 

from religious groups that do not teach \"accurately.\" 


Land Confiscation 

10. (C) In response to reports from a religious organization 
that ethnic Khmu Christians in Oudomsay Province 

Village have been threatened with land confiscation 
Embassy requested the LFNC looked into the matter. During a 
March 22 meeting about the reports 

that eight of the fourteen Khmu Christian families in the 
village already had their lands confiscated by the local 
village chief in February. He noted that the families had 
paid their taxes and had their documentation in order. The 
village chief is an Animist and has reportedly given the land 
to other Animist villagers. All those that were subject to 
land confiscation held land plots that bordered each other. 
The six Christian families that have not suffered land 
confiscation farmed lands in another area. The current 
village chief is apparently the same village chief who tried 
to expel Christians a couple years ago. 


Comment 

11. (C) While they are unhappy with both the actions and 
inaction of the GoL 

back-stage obstruction is the real reason for their 

difficulties gaining official recognition. That is not to 

letthe GoL off the hook. Even the Catholics 

recognized by the GoL and have been present in Laos for over 
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a century 

the GoL. The Catholic leadership attributes their problems 
to provincial and district level governments who have a poor 
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understanding of law and policy. The LFNC often cites 
incomplete dissemination of laws as a reason why local 
officials sometimes get out of hand. Although we agree that 
district and provincial level officials sometimes take 

actions that are not supported by the central government 
also believe that this provides a convenient cover story when 
the GoL wants to dodge responsibility or ignore unsavory 
actions that they condone; the GoL is very capable of 
disseminating and enforcing its policies in even the remotest 
areas when it wants. 


12. (C) Post will continue to follow up on the confiscation 
of Christian lands in Oudomsay Province. End comment. 
HASLACH 
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discrimination against irregular workers and grant them 
regular worker benefits -- including termination protections 
-- after two consecutive years of employment. Hoping to win 
labor\'s support 

proposal 

employment. Nevertheless 

bill triggered large protests from organized labor and 
contributed to a strike in the transportation sector over the 


weekend. Employers 

legislation as a setback to the goal of labor market 

flexibility. In light of this opposition from both labor and 
management 

consideration of the reform legislation until this session. 

We understand that members of the Democratic Labor Party have 
already occupied the Judiciary Committee meeting room in the 
National Assembly in order physically to block further 
discussion of this bill. After all the pushing and shoving 

is done 

further. 


DEFENSE AND EDUCATION REFORM MEASURES ALSO PENDING 


6. (SBU) The Ministry of National Defense\'s defense reform 
bill is aimed at (1) civilianization of the Defense Ministry 
and other defense agencies; (2) force restructuring and 
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modernization; (3) streamlining the defense management 
system 

defense procurement agency; and (4) improving the quality of 
life for soldiers. The bill was first introduced last fall 

and is likely to generate continued controversy. Some 
legislators have criticized the plan for insufficient 

funding 

the DPRK. 


7. (SBU) The Private School Reform Law 

fifty-three day GNP boycott of the last National Assembly 
session 

lawmakers negotiate revision of the law. Simply put 

opposes government oversight of private schools 

particular the open board of directors system which lets the 
school community nominate one-fourth of board membership. 


YUN 
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Milinkevich also attended a meeting where Polish government 
officials and university rectors signed an agreement to admit up to 
300 students who are expelled from Belarusian universities for 
participating in political demonstrations. Milinkevich\'s visit 

followed statements from the Polish Prime Minister that encourages 
visa bans 


3. Former Ambassador Transferred from Prison to Hospital 


On March 29 

Belarus Mariusz Maszkiewicz from the Okrestina detention center-- 
where he was serving a 15-day prison sentence for participating in 
unsanctioned opposition demonstrations--to a local hospital. Since 
the doctors suspect that Maszkiewicz suffered a heart attack 

will remain at the hospital for several more days to undergo a full 
medical examination. 


4. New Website Aids Political Prisoners 


On March 30 

offer useful tips for people convicted or prosecuted on political 
grounds 

and photographs from persecuted activists and their family members. 
The article reports the website is still under construction 

that it currently provides information on permissible items for 
inclusion in prison care packages 

and testimonials from those who have already served their 
sentences. The activists decided to start the site after sharing a 


larus in 2005. Of that, USD 1.236 billion came from the sale of discounted natural gas, USD 1.149 k 


y: Belarusian security services seem to have employed old tools of the trade to silence a senior oppo: 
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prison cell together for several days. 


5. Lukashenko\'s Friends Offer Their Congratulations 


Even though little has been seen of President Lukashenko 
following his victory speech on March 20 

friendly nations have sent their congratulations to the 
Belarusian president on his \"landslide\" victory during the 
elections. Lukashenko received congratulations from the past 
and current leaders of friendly states 

Kyrgyz President Askar Akayev 

Ahmadinejad 

President Heydar Aliyev. 


6. Russian Political Analyst Ordered to Leave Belarus 


On March 27 

analyst Vladimir Suzdaltsev to leave Belarus within 10 days and 
not return for five years. This is particularly cruel as 
Suzdaltsew\'s wife and children are Belarusian citizens. [Note: 
This deportation appears to contradict the principles of the 
Belarusian-Russian Union State 

move freely between both countries.] Suzdaltsev recently 
received an envelope containing a bullet marked 

He has frequently written on the Union State. Suzdaltsev has 
lived in Belarus for the last 13 years with his Belarusian wife 
and children. New Russian Ambassador Surikov repeatedly raised 
Suzdaltsew\'s case with the GOB 

may be allowed to return earlier \"if he behaves himself in 
Russia. \" 


7. Students Likely to Face Punishment for Attending Rallies 


Although the deputy Education Minister on March 30 denied 
reports that students would be expelled for participating in 
last week\'s opposition demonstrations 

Education (MOE) press office promised on March 29 to 
investigate every absence and \"if there were offenses 

will be punished.\" The MOE\'s refutation followed a leak on 
March 24 from a MOE source 

punished for missing classes to participate in opposition 
demonstrations. Separately on March 30 

Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz and rectors from Polish universities 
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signed a declaration allowing up to 300 Belarusian students 
expelled from their home universities for political reasons to 
study at Polish universities. The European Humanities 
University in Vilnius 

also indicated that they are ready to accept expelled 
Belarusian students. 


8. Independent Paper Chooses Online Over Print Version 


On March 22 

to suspend publication of its printed version in order to 
maintain an online version after the Russian printing house it 
has used since 2003 reportedly refused to continue publishing 
the paper. The newspaper\'s editor-in-chief 

also cited problems with distribution of the printed version as 
a reason to cancel future production 

authorities\' refusal to allow the newspaper to use state or 
private distribution networks since last fall. 


9. Independent Print-Run Seized 
Scene 


On March 17 

independent pro-opposition weekly \"Tovarishch.\" This edition 
contained presidential candidate Aleksandr Milinkevich\'s 
election program 

newspapers due to a missed print deadline. Editor-in-chief 
Sergei Voznyak stated that volunteers only were able to 
distribute approximately 6 

it is unlikely that the police would return the other copies. 
On the other hand 

resumed its printing in Smolensk and distributed its first 
issue since the elections. 


10. Orthodox Church Ends Relationship with Publishing Company 


On March 15 

announced that it withdrew its shares from the Minsk-based 
publishing company 

notorious for selling anti-Semitic literature. The church head 
accused the company of disseminating ideas aimed at causing 
rifts in society 

The head of the church stated that further cooperation with the 
publisher violates Orthodox canons and has ordered all Orthodox 
parishes to shun its books and to refrain from interacting with 

the company. 


r Internet Distribution. 1. (SBU) Summary: American loose-leaf tobacco merchant Alliance One Interr 


5, and his assistant, Stephen J. Gee, to visit Pristina April 14 - April 16, 2006. The purpose of the vis 
ng this small increase to have the flexibility to either fund one more deserving organization than the fi 


ears to ensure that recertification inspection and added ratings are commensurate to FAA authorizati 
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11. Gazprom to Bring Belarus\' Gas Price Up to European Levels 


After discussions with Belarusian Energy Minister Aleksandr 
Ageyev and Beltransgaz director Dmitry Kazakov 

Aleksei Miller on March 30 warned that Russian gas prices for 
Belarus would be raised to European levels by 2007. The GOB 
plans to submit its proposed 2007 cooperation terms to Gazprom 
by April 30. Beltransgaz held a general meeting of 

shareholders on March 29 to introduce changes to the company\'s 
charter 

plans to acquire the Belarusian gas company. [Note: Gazprom 
has been trying for years to acquire a controlling share of 
Beltransgaz 

transit routes.] 


12. BelAZ To Supply Dump Trucks to China 


On March 17 

contract to supply China with 220-ton dump trucks. BelAZ 
Director General Pavel Mariyev said that the company hopes to 
get a \"solid foothold in th Chinese market. Mariyev said 

that BelAZ plansto submit fourmore id or supply contracts 

in China this year. BelAZ has sent its first shipmentof dump 
trucks and recently opened a service cener and storage 

facility for them in China. 


13. Regions Protect Local Goods from Competition 


On March 27 

entities and the government violated 81 anti-trust laws on the 
Belarusian market 

effort to support local producers 

restrictions or bans on sales of other regions\' goods 

including bread 

liquor. The Ministry of Economy also announced there are 629 
monopolies in Belarus on the local level. 


14. Number of Individual Entrepreneurs in Minsk Dwindled 
On March 30 
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Kalinovsky announced that the number of individual 
entrepreneurs in Minsk shrunk 13 percent in 2005 to 
approximately 35 

proprietors in Minsk has been falling since 2001. Last year 
the private sector supplied 48 percent of the city\'s tax 
revenues; individual entrepreneurs\' tax payments constituted 


Column 3 
only 2.5 percent of the private sector\'s share. 


15. Canada Limits Relations with Belarus 


On March 28 

that Canada will limit its official relations with Belarus to 

human rights 

democratic development. This decision was prompted by Belarus\' 
flawed presidential elections and followed the imprisonment of 
Canadian journalist Frederick Lavoie 

the opposition demonstrations following the presidential 

elections. Canada does not have an embassy in Belarus. 


16. Polish Diplomat Stopped at the Belarus Border 


On March 26 

Janusz Dombrowski at the Belarusian-Polish border when 

the protection of diplomatic immunity 

border guards to search his vehicle. On March 27 

Television alleged that the border guards stopped Dombrowski 
after they received a tip that he was trying to smuggle 
subversive literature into Belarus. [Note: Dombrowski opened 
his trunk to show Polish reporters that he was only 

transporting food.] Dombrowski claimed that he was detained at 
the border for 24 hours without food and water and treated like 

a criminal. When Dombrowski promised to leave his car behind 
in Poland on March 28 

Belarus. Dombrowski claimed a Polish-Belarusian bilateral 
agreement offered him more protection than does the Vienna 
Convention and shielded him from being searched. There is also 
a report that a Polish diplomat was beaten up in his apartment 
in Grodno. Furthermore 

was recalled for \"consultations\" last week after a row over 
remarks he made to the Polish press. 


17. No More BTV in Lithuania 


On March 30 

(RTC) barred cable television companies from retransmitting 
Belarusian Television (BT) into Lithuania. [Note: BT is 

notorious for airing anti-Western and pro-Lukashenko programs.] 
RTC said that this decision was in response to BT\'s 
misinformation campaigns 

Lithuania interfered in Belarus internal affairs 

opposition protests 

operation center for the opposition movement. Lithuania\'s 
media law bans misinformation and RTC maintains that its 
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decision is only to stop companies from spreading lies 
restrict Lithuanians\' rights to watch BT. Belarus\' Information 
Minister accused Lithuania of being \"afraid of unbiased 
information about the situation in Belarus and its own 
characteristics.\" 


18. NATO Reviews Relations Post Elections 


On March 29 

recent flawed presidential elections in Belarus 

reviewing its relationship with Belarus. Since Minsk signed 

the \"Partnership for Peace Pact\" in 1995 

ΝΑΤΟ and Belarus has consisted of low-level meetings between 
military officers on border control as well as NATO funding for 
landmine removal. The NATO ambassadors will review their 
options for Belarus in the coming days. The decision to review 
relations with Belarus follows a March 25 NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly declaration which condemned the way the Belarusian 
presidential elections were conducted and applauded the EU and 
U.S. decision for impose sanctions on Belarus. 


19. World Champion Bicyclist Banned for Steroid Use 


On March 11 
Belarusian world champion Zinaida Stahurskaya for two years 
after she tested positive for steroid use before and after 
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several races last year. Stahurskaya won the world road race 
title in 2000 and the women\'s version of the Tour de France in 
2002. 


20. On March 27 on a Belarusian blog 

commented on state television company Belarusian Television\'s claim 
that two of its journalists suffered concussions after allegedly 

being beaten by an opposition mob during Milinkevich\'s March 25 
demonstration: 
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\"It\'s true that we [i.e. protestors] threw snowballs at them [i.e. 
/BT journalists] and one person booted a journalist in the rear end. 
But 

brains located 

concussion?\" 


KROL 
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party official; 

--Subnational units should have autonomy in the areas of 
education 

--A new constitution should outlaw secession 

provisions for a state-wide referendum on separation in the 
event of egregious human rights abuses. 


3. (C) This consensus on federalism among mid-level NLD and 
ethnic leaders represented a major breakthrough in achieving 
some consensus on federalism since we began hosting 
discussions six months ago on this issue. Initially 

groups would not mix or speak to each other. When asked to 
write questions on index cards 

attribution 

leaders to the NLD related to federalism. The second-line 

NLD party leaders tried to avoid talking about federalism 

they referred to the more unitary model of China. 


A Different Tune from Senior NLD Officials 


4. (C) The Charge held a dinner on March 5 at her residence 
for Prof. Tarr and senior members of the NLD. At the dinner 
only the two most senior members of the party\'s Central 
Executive Committee (CEC) spoke: party spokesperson and 
Secretary U Lwin and senior economist U Nyunt Wei. CEC 


SIPDIS 
Members U Than Tun and U Hla Pe 
MP-elect U Myint Thein 


5. (C) U Lwin and U Nyunt Wei doubted Burma could support a 
federalist system. Lwin doubted the abilities of the states 

to responsibly collect and spend local tax revenues 

allocate some of the funds to a central authority. Tarr 

pointed out that citizens would be more comfortable paying 
taxes to local authorities over whom they have sway. U Lwin 
did not seem convinced 

rather than people." U Nyunt Wei spoke even more 
pessimistically about the possibilities of federalism in 
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Burma. Asked by the Charge whether younger NLD members 
should be educated in the different models of democratic 
government 

He then recounted the story of a young man who faithfully 
supported the NLD without question 

imprisoned and tortured. 


6. (C) NLD officials U Myint Thein and U Soe Win both 
attended a \"Federalism wrap-up\" discussion the morning after 
the dinner. During the wrap-up 

the APAO that ethnic parties want too much power to 
self-govern. The APAO pointed out that Arakanese 

Kachin student activists at the workshop called for states 

rights to cover only education 

and language. But Myint Thein insisted that ethnic parties 
wanted more. 


Federalism A New Option for the Mobilized Youth in Myitkyina 


7. (C) Over the weekend of March 3-5 
specialist flew to Myitkyina to deliver lectures on 
federalism to the Myitkyina elders 

National Convention 

University lecturers 

Seminary and Metta 

Convention. The discussion with the elders 
decision-makers in Kachin society 

Guang first took it upon himself to act as spokesperson. 
However 

ensued among all participants. 


8. (C) Kachin youth seemed to get the most out of the 
discussion (septel). Kachin political youth appear more 
active and self-confident than other youth groups in the 
country. However 

youth see only two options for their future: a Burmese 
democracy in which ethnics have no role or an independent 
state formed with ethnic Kachin from neighboring China. Tarr 
presented federalism as a third option 

only take place under a democracy. He added that a 
democratic country 

citizens a role through voting and participating in the civic 
process. The youth listened intently to the lecture 

insightful questions 

federalism might offer another option for Burma. On 
returning from Myitkyina 

students in his own classes asked as many intelligent 
questions as the Kachin youth did. 


Muslims Unsure of Relevance 


'REL, PGOV, ETRD, ECON, EAGR, SENV, SOCI SUBJECT: OFDA VISIT TO KENYA\'S MARSABIT 
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9. (C) On March 1 

and Minority Rights\" to an audience of about 70 Muslims at 

the American Center. While the discussion of federalism 

among the ethnic minority groups had been much more dynamic 
with people eager to talk about how it would apply in Burma 
Muslim audiences viewed the lecture as much more abstract and 
academic. One audience member asked after the lecture: What 
should a people who are restricted in their worship and even 
their ability to move about the country consider when 

thinking about federalism? Even so 

returned in force for the final evening lecture and accounted 

for the largest percentage of the mixed audience. 


COMMENT: 


11. (C) Dr. Tarr\'s intensive 10-day series of lectures 
workshops and discussions on federalism with key members of 
the NLD and ethnic political parties 

wings 

on the importance of federalism as an issue in Burma. The 
discussions underscored that tne democratic opposition is not 
at all united on the political structures that Burma should 
adopt in a transition to democracy. The desire for greater 
autonomy among the ethnic minorities elicits little sympathy 
among the ethnic Burman NLD leaders 

mistrust on both sides about the motivations of the other 
plays into the hands of the military to keep the democratic 
opposition divided. We will continue encouraging discussions 
about future political arrangements among the diverse people 
we meet to try to open minds and build understanding. END 
COMMENT 

VILLAROSA 
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constructive way so as to be actively evolved in peace-making 

and development. Shalom\'s has proposed V'peace committees\" to 
\"educate citizens\" about voting in a future national 

referendum. 


Federalism\'s Appeal in Kachin State 


5. (C) U.S Speaker Alan Tarr from Rutgers University 
conducted a series of lectures on federalism in Rangoon and 
Myitkyina 

Myitkyina 

Gaung 
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Htek Thing Nan ofthe Aung Shwe Kaba Company 

and Ja Nan of Shalom Foundation and the Men\'s Fellowship 
staff from the Kachin Baptist Convention); the KIA delegate 
to the National Convention; representatives from Kachin 
Consultative Assembly Youth 

Metta and university lecturers; and youth leaders from the 
Kachin Baptist Convention. As we had learned during out 
earlier visit 

Kachin. AKYU leader Hkaung said he would encourage youth to 
study federalism further following Tarr\'s lectures. 


6. (C) COMMENT: We were struck by the energy and 
organization of Kachin youth. Most ethnic groups and 
political parties in Burma tend to defer to the wisdom of 
elders 

taking initiative. The All Kachin Youth Union appears to 
have earned the support of a number of Kachin political and 
religious factions by keeping a safe distance from the 
military regime and inter-group rivalries within Kachin 

State. It remains to be seen whether they can maintain this 
distance as they venture into the political arena. END 
COMMENT 

VILLAROSA 
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December as a means to reunite the minors with their parents 
in Thailand. 


2. (C) Chamberlin reported to Ambassador that she had 
suggested to Winai and Krit that the Thai call in the Lao 
Ambassador and provide the explanation and double track that 
with a call by the Thai Ambassador in Vientiane on the Lao 
Foreign Ministry. Krit expressed nervousness about including 
as part of an explanation that the Thai had made a mistake in 
deporting the minors. He said that if the Lao had harmed the 
minors 

the deportation. According to Chamberlin 

that the Thai had tried to discuss the issue with the Lao 
earlier by sending the Thai Ambassador in to the Lao Foreign 
Ministry. The Lao had rebuffed this effort by \"berating\" the 
Thai Ambassador and not letting him deliver his message. 
Winai also expressed skepticism that a Thai \"explanation\" 
would work. 


3. (C) Chamberlin said she responded to the Thai concerns by 
saying the two sides should not get into a blame game. She 
also argued that the situation had changed. Her visit 

provided an occasion for the two sides to refocus on the 
Hmong minors 

\"explanation 

Congress meant the Lao should now be able to address the 
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minors issue. It was important for the two sides to get 
beyond the politics and work out a practical solution at the 
working level. 


4. (C) Chamberlin said that at the conclusion of the meeting 
Krit told her that he did not see a problem with giving the 
Lao an oral explanation. He said he had the authority to do 
it. He added that Winai 

would be all right with MFA delivering an explanation. In 
response to a question from Chamberlin 

no need for the Ambassador to get involved at this stage. 


5. (U) Post will follow up with the Thai on this issue. 
BOYCE 
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soldier with the Pathet Lao forces who at that time 

following the end of the French Indochina War 

regrouping in the two \"liberated\" provinces of Houaphanh and 
Phongsaly. He became a member of the Communist Party on 
December 7 

Lao PDR in 1975 he served in a variety of military positions 
gradually rising through the ranks. Little is known of his 
service during the war years 

much of his time at the Pathet Lao headquarters of Viengsai 
in Houaphanh province. 


3. (U) At the end of the war in 1975 

Chief of the Army Chief of Staff 

1982. In that year he was promoted to be Vice Minister of 
Defense 

second only to Minister Khamtai. In this position he 
reportedly ran the day-to-day affairs of the Ministry. 
Throughout the early post-war period 

widely within the socialist bloc 

People\'s Army as he sought aid and assistance from abroad. 


4. (U) In 1990 Choummaly was promoted to Lieutenant General 
and the following year was named Minister of Defense 
replacing General Khamtai 

advanced again in 1998 

reporting directly to his mentor and patron 

President Khamtai. In his capacity as Deputy PM 

supervised the rural development program 

of resettlement of ethnic minorities to lowland areas 

policy adopted by the Party at the 2001 Seventh Party 
Congress. In 2002 the National Assembly elected Choummaly 
Vice President 


5. (U) Choummaly was first elected a member of the Central 
Committee at the 3rd Party Congress in 1982 
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position. Atthe 4th Congress in 1986 

13 onthe CC 

Politburo at the 1991 5th Congress 

1996 6th Party Congress had reached the number 3 slot 
ranking he retained at the 2001 7th Party Congress. 


6. (C) Choummaly is widely regarded as a protege of retiring 
Party Secretary Khamtai 

that of the former Party Secretary. Choummaly served close to 
Khamtai during the war years 

hand-picked successor as Minister of Defense. His relatively 
rapid rise through the Party ranks is due to the retired 
Secretary-General\'s patronage. According to Party insiders 


SIPDIS 
his promotion during the 8th Party Congress in March to Party 
Secretary was KhamtaiVs handiwork as well -- Khamtai agreed 


SIPDIS 

to relinquish his position in return 

ChoummalyYs promotion over Politburo number 2 Samane Viyaket 
to become the new Secretary-General. 


7. (C) Since his 2002 election as Vice President 

has become prominent in Laos diplomatic circuit 

standing in for President Khamtai to receive official state 
visitors and credentials of new Ambassadors. In this capacity 
he met on two occasions with the then U.S. Ambassador. He 
rarely strayed far from talking points in these meetings 
exhibited an engaged personality 

outside Laos\' borders. That said 

not regard him as an innovator; his success has been almost 
entirely due to his close relationship with Khamtai and to 

his unquestioning obedience to the Party. He has a 
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reputation as something of a hard liner 

Khamtai 

also reportedly retains KhamtaiVs close ties to Vietnam 

virtue of having served side-by-side with PAVN forces during 
the war and of VietnamVs long tutelage of the Lao Defense 
Ministry after 1975. As Party Secretary he can be expected to 
continue Khamtai\'s conservative 


8. (C) On a personal level 

misusing his power. We have heard reports from a variety of 
sources that Choummaly had on occasion used his authority to 
arrogate for himself or his family land and property 

belonging to others. He is known to own large tracts of 


Column 3 

lands around Vientiane 

little is known of his personal life 

children; his oldest 

Vietnamese 

reportedly studied for a time in the Soviet Union 

speak some Russian. Choummaly\'s health has reportedly been 
frail in recent years. During 8th Party Congress events 

however 

HASLACH 
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the EU by broaching the idea of extending the European 
Neighborhood Policy (ENP) to their countries. Kyrgyzstan 
plans to propose a draft Action Plan 

negotiates under ENP. Uzbek diplomats portrayed the 
imposition of EU sanctions as having little or no impact on 
Uzbek policy; however 

listening to the concerns of the EU. The EU Council 
Secretariat does not expect any significant improvement in 


SIPDIS 

EU/Uzbek relations before 2007 because President Karimov 
\"desperately\" needs the solid support of Russian and Chinese 
friendship through the 2007 election cycle. In the 

Secretariat\'s view 


SIPDIS 

may begin to reach out to the west for rapprochement and 
distance himself from Russia and China. Apals said that 
Germany is trying to work out a mechanism with Uzbekistan for 
an \"international independent investigation\" into Andijon 
possibly under UN auspices; since no one has defined the 
terms of such an inquiry means 

various solutions that could accommodate the Uzbeks. End 
Summary. 


EU/Central Asia: An Overview 


2. (C) Poloff met with Brussels-based Central Asian diplomats 
recently to discuss the present status of their respective 
countries\' relations with the EU and to discuss how they see 
relations with the EU trending over the course of the next 

few years. (Comment: Officials from the Embassy of 
Turkmenistan in Brussels declined poloff\'s request for a 
meeting. End comment.) Because Central Asian nations are not 
part of the EU\'s European Neighborhood Policy (ENP) 
cooperation with the region does not have the same status as 
with the South Caucasus 

To wit 

engagement with the EU at this stage depending on their 
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strategic significance: Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan are the 
most engaged; Tajikistan moderately engaged; and Uzbekistan 
is struggling to maintain a positive image after the 

imposition of EU sanctions following Andijon. Kyrgyzstan and 
Kazakhstan are both trying to add \"more substance\" to their 
respective relationships with the EU by broaching the idea of 
extending the ENP to their countries. Tajikistan receives 
significant assistance from the European Commission but is 
increasingly trying to persuade European companies to invest 
in the country. Uzbekistan has an uphill climb to repair 

its relationship with the EU; its officials maintain that 

they are not completely isolated from the EU and are open to 
dialogue. Turkmenistan does not appear to desire deeper 
engagement with the EU and is satisfied confining the 
relationship to an energy dialogue. 


Uzbekistan 


3. (C) Nodir Ganiyev and Ulugbek Agzamov 

officers at the Uzbekistan Mission to 

the EU 

with the EU but the circumstances for re-opening cooperation 
are difficult. Bilateral mechanisms for official dialogue 
between the EU and Uzbekistan were suspended in October and 
the scheduled meeting of the Cooperation Council in February 
was postponed indefinitely 

of in international inquiry on Andijon. Recognizing that the 
relationship is strained 

is not completely \frozen-out\' of discussions with EU 

officials. He said that Ambassador Vladimir Norov has 

regular conversations with EU Special Representative (EUSR) 
for Central Asia Jan Kubis and that the Ambassador still has 
meetings with Commission and Council officials. The 
Ambassador 

listening to the concerns of the EU. 


4. (C) Poloff asked what the practical effect of EU sanctions 
has been on Uzbek thinking. They portrayed sanctions as 
having little or no impact on Uzbek policy and actions. 
Agzamov said that Uzbekistan does not buy military 
equipment/arms from Europe anyway so the sanctions have had 
no effect on Uzbek arms procurement; he also said that Uzbek 
officials in Tashkent do not travel to Europe frequently 

either so the travel restrictions have not had a dramatic 

effect. Despite Agzamov\'s assertions that sanctions have not 
altered Uzbek policy 

would still work to try to have them lifted at the end of the 

year when they come up for review by the EU. They said the 
EU should take into account that the Ministers of Interior 

and Defense are in new positions which shows that they are 


political contest that has been unfolding in recent weeks, and which will not be decided by the poll re: 


-terrorism Policy/Justice and Home Affairs Brussels conference, from May 31 through June 2. 2. Per 
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undertaking their own necessary steps to redress what 
happened. 


5. (C) Ganiyev forcefully conveyed that the Andijon events 
were inspired by Islamic extremists and that these people 
were not peacefully protesting 

inthe EU. He claimed that after Andijon 

calling for an international investigation 

invited Ambassador Norov to explain the GOU\'s side of the 
story and that this was insulting. They proceeded to show 
poloff a GOU-produced documentary video (in English) which 
they said showed the true nature of the events at Andijon. 
They said they invited EU representatives to observe the 
\"open and fair\" Andijon 

trials but that the officials refused. They said the number 
one issue for the GOU is maintaining stability and combating 
extremist elements from Afghanistan. 


6. (C) Moving on to energy 

investments in Uzbekistan would hopefully create the 
opportunity for the GOU to be involved in energy transport 
discussions with the EU \"on a mutually beneficial basis." 

The GOU is in favor of projects that connect Caucasus energy 
with Europe and they hope to be involved in such projects. 
However 

energy to become \"politicized.\" 


Kazakhstan 


7. (C) Arman Abikenov 

to the EU 

high-level meetings between EU and Kazakh officials as 
evidence that the EU/Kazakh relationship is strong and 

getting stronger: EU Special Representative (EUSR) for 
Central Asia Jan Kubis will travel to Astana twice in April; 

EU Commissioners Piebalgs and Ferrero-Waldner have received 
invitations to travel to Astana and have indicated that they 

will go 

relations with the European Parliament are particularly 

strong and a number of \"pro-Kazakh\" Parliamentary Deputies 
have come to Astana to deepen relations. 


8. (C) He said the core political issues for Kazakhstan with 
the EU are: a) Application for OSCE 

Chairman-in-Office; b) Attaining Market Economy Status from 
the EU; c) WTO accession. He stressed that the EU is 

will continue to be 

government; he noted that President Nazarbayev listed 
relations with the EU fourth in his list of foreign policy 
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Jli said that the DRC has enough problems with armed groups without Charles Taylor being added to 
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priorities in his recent state of the union speech. Abikenov 

said the GOK realizes that cooperation with the EU in trade 

and economics is of highest importance but that WTO accession 
would take precedence. 


9. (C) Abikenov said that Kazakhstan is interested in 

starting a dialogue on possibly extending the EU\'s European 
Neighborhood Policy (ENP) to Kazakhstan; he said that 
Kazakhstan will start to press this at a higher level. This 
falls into the context of what kind of relationship the EU 
wants to have with Kazakhstan after 2008 when the current 
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) expires. 


Kyrgyzstan 


10. (C) Aibek Tilebaliev 

of the Kyrgyzstan 

more substance" to the EU/Kyrgyz relationship. As a result 
the EU has been receptive to Kyrgyz proposals for an Action 
Plan; Bishkek is preparing a draft for proposal at a meeting 
of the Cooperation Council in April but Tilebaliev lamented 
that it has been a very slow process - \"it is hard to get 
people in Bishkek to focus on this.\" He said that the EU has 
conveyed clearly in meetings of the 

Cooperation Council that it wants constitutional reforms to 
continue. 

11. (C) In a discussion on Kyrgyzstan\'s domestic political 
situation 

Kyrgyz people are still waiting for jobs and improvements one 
year after the \"Tulip Revolution. He speculated that new 
elections could occur after the constitutional referendum 
which is due to take place later this year. He said that 
politicians in Bishkek are divided over what kind of future 
government (presidential or parliamentary) they want. 
Frankly speaking 

what exactly these new systems would mean; referendums 
commented 

Tilebaliev predicted that the new Parliamentary speaker would 
bring needed stabilization to the Kyrgyz political scene; 

this would enable the Kyrgyz parliament to accomplish more. 
Sidestepping the question of the status of the relationship 
between PM Kulov and President Bakiyev 

they enjoy a \"working relationship\" but did not elaborate. 


12. (C) Discussing regional cooperation 

Presidents Bakiyev and Karimov met recently in St. Petersburg 
and that the relationship has improved after the tension 
following Andijon. The 

Presidents have agreed to re-open some of the border 
crossings that were shut after Andijon and even agreed to 


: State Security Director Sheikh Hazza bin Zayed al-Nahyan March 29 on regional developments, anc 
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open up some new ones. While highlighting this positive 
development 

said that difficulties still remain such as mine-placement 
along the border. The GOK wants to have better border 
demarcation and security with Tajikistan; the present border 
is a problem because Tajik squatters are entering southern 
Kyrgyzstan and taking over land illegally. The government is 
discussing with Tajikistan how to address this issue. 
Tilebaliev said that relations with China and Russia are 
good. Russia is increasing its troop/military hardware 
presence in Kyrgyzstan 

Bishkek and Beijing over treatment of Uighurs 
acknowledged had been a problem in the past. 


Tajikistan 


13. (C) Behzod Mingboev 

Embassy in Brussels 

but noted that cooperation is mostly confined to assistance 
through the Commission; it is important 

to improve its image in the EU. EU programs are helping with 
border troop training facilities to support counter-narcotics 
efforts. Mingboev emphasized that what the GOT 

really wants is more investment and it is trying to persuade 
EU-based companies to invest in key sectors 

hydroelectric power. However 

is interested in capital from anywhere -- whether it is 
Russia 

investment. (Comment: Per ref B 

Tajikistan is the biggest recipient of assistance in the CIS 
and this is likely to continue for the foreseeable future. 

End comment.) 


The View from the EU Council 


never been defined 

States for extending ENP to countries in Central Asia 

as Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. (Comment: In an interesting 
aside on Kazakhstan 

from \"Japanese sources that Russian special services were 
behind the recent high-level opposition killing in Kazakhstan 
as a way to destabilize Nazarbayev. End Comment.) First 
Apals said 

mechanism yet; the ENP needs to make more advancements for 
Member States to even consider such a proposal. Second 
country like Kazakhstan could conceivably claim a WEuropean 


vould share it with all relevant Norwegian agencies. Arntsen did not anticipate that Norway would ha 


Column 3 

identity\" because part of its territory lies in Europe but 

Kyrgyzstan cannot make such a 

claim; for Kazakhstan 

movement on an Action Plan and Kyrgyzstan would be even more 
complicated 

at the Cooperation Council meeting in Astana on April 5 

Apals said 

note\" of Kyrgyzstan\'s and Kazakhstan\'s initiatives on Action 
Plans. 


15. (C) Discussing Uzbekistan 

expect any significant improvement in EU/Uzbek relations 
before 2007 because President Karimov \"desperately\" needs the 
solid support of Russian and Chinese friendship through the 
2007 election cycle. Once Karimov is \"reelected\" next year 
Apals believes 

and EU for rapprochement and distance himself a little from 
Russia and China. Uzbekistan Ambassador to the EU Vladimir 
Norov is pressing hard for renewed dialogue with the EU 

Apals said 

officials that Karimov has given permission to reach out to 
western interlocutors. However 

make a visit to Tashkent but was told by officials there not 

to come 

warming relations either; EUSR Kubis enjoys good personal 
relations with President Karimov 

had to have been made by Karimov himself. Apals said that 
Germany is trying to work out a mechanism with Uzbekistan for 
an Vinternational independent investigation\" into Andijon 
possibly under UN auspices; since no one has clearly defined 
what \"international independent investigation\" means 

said 

solutions that could accommodate the Uzbeks. 


16. (C) On Tajikistan 

is the largest recipient of EU aid in the CIS 

that better EU relations is not a first-tier priority for 
Tajikistan. President Rahmonov merely sees the EU as a 
political counterweight to his neighbors Russia 

Iran; the EU is seen as having more of an \"honest broker\" 
role amongst these powerful actors. Tajikistan is likely to 
continue to be the largest recipient of EU aid 

because \"Kazakhstan does not need it 

asking for it 

Member States for Kyrgyzstan 

make more aid possible for Uzbekistan.\" 


17. (C) On Turkmenistan 

EU/Turkmen relationship is devoted to energy dialogue.\" 
During EUSR Kubis\' recent trip to Ashgabat 

impression that there is heavy pressure on President Niyazov 
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from Moscow on the energy front. However 

express interest in two options for bringing Turkmen gas to 
Europe 

controlled by an international consortium; 2) a Trans-Caspian 
Pipeline controlled by an international consortium. 

Gray 
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ministers and senior officials seem energized to improve 
governance in Bihar but the damage from 15 years of misrule by 
former Chief Ministers Lalu Prasad Yadav and his wife Rabri Devi 
will take time to correct. End Summary. 


2. (SBU) CG met Kumar to personally congratulate him on his 
victory in the November 2005 state assembly elections and to 
discuss his new government\'s plans. Bihar is India\'s poorest 
state 

dollar a day and a child mortality rate of 34.3 percent. 

However 

the country and a leading maize producer. Because of the 
state\'s agricultural dominance 

desire to promote agro-business and to revive the dormant sugar 
industry. In separate meetings 

Kumar Modi 

B.B. Shrivastava echoed the CM\'s comments. According to Kang 
lowa State University has shown interest in joint agricultural 
research with Rajendra Agricultural University 

facilitate investment 

government would establish a \"single window clearingW process to 
expedite establishing businesses. As a neutral observer 
Confederation of Indian Industries (Cll) Bihar Chapter President 
Pramod Sharma expressed general satisfaction with the new Bihar 
governments initial efforts to promote business and better 
governance. Kumar and others also expressed a strong interest 
in developing healthcare and education 

lacks adequate facilities. Health Minister Chandramohan Rai 

said that construction would start in April 2006 on a major All 

India Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS). In addition 

private sector investment in health and education would be 
encouraged. 


3. (SBU) Bihar\'s severe poverty has contributed to serious 

public health problems such as polio and HIV/AIDS. According to 
the latest statistics from the Bihar office of the United 

Nations Children\'s Fund (UNICEF) 

India\'s 63 polio infections in 2005 and cases have been exported 
from Bihar to Jharkhand 

contacted Chief Secretary Kang to express USG concerns about the 
Bihar governmentVs failure to implement an effective polio 
immunization program. Since then 
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and the World Health Organization (WHO) have implemented two 
rounds of immunization. UNICEF Health Officer Dr. Vijay Moses 
said that the new Bihar government is now more serious in 
implementing the immunization programs. CM Kumar is personally 
monitoring the polio eradication drives and has identified 
preventing new infections as his highest priority. Kumar has 

also been in regular contact through video conferencing with the 
District Magistrates to impress upon them the importance of the 
immunization drives and he has refused to grant any leaves to 
medical officers during the immunization periods. Even with the 
increased attention 

since the beginning of the year. Dr. Moses said it was not 

clear whether the recent cases were the result of infections in 
2005 

immunization are planned for April 9 and later in May. 


4. (SBU) Disturbing trends are also emerging in HIV/Aids 
infection rates in Bihar. The lack of adequate health care 
infrastructure has made effective tracking of infection rates 
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difficult. Until recently 

Organization (NACO) reported a prevalence rate of .13 percent 
for HIV/AIDS infections in the state. Two studies published in 
March of surveys done by the Bihar State Aids Control Society 
(BSACS) in 38 districts in July 2005 and December 2005 found a 
dramatically increased prevalence rate of .53 percent. Bihar 
now has reportedly 8 

4 

Times News Network as saying 

spreading 

rate.\" Some districts have infection rates that significantly 
exceed epidemic levels: Sitamarhi and East Champaran have rates 
of 3.7 percent and 2.28 percent respectively. Health Minister 
Rai noted that the infections are concentrated in areas that are 
a source of migrant labor for the rest of India. According to 

the Institute of Human Development 

Labor Migration From Bihar 

reported at least one family member who was a short-term 
migrant. Bihar appears to be developing into a reservoir and 
potential source of future HIV/AIDS infections for India 

as it has for polio. 


5. (SBU) Kumar and others admitted that the ongoing Maoist 
insurgency continues to be another major concern. Kumar said 
that he sees development as the best response to the Maoists. 
By improving his government's delivery of basic services to the 
poor communities most affected by the Maoists 

up potential pockets of support. One of the programs recently 


ng police instructors to the Jordan International Police Training Center (JIPTC). 2. Comment: In its 


lent Nazarbayev signed several cooperation agreements with President Islam Karimov during his Ναι 
ias Johnson, Ritva Keski-Kuha, Eve Wooldridge to travel to Noordwijk, Netherlands, to attend the Jar 


assful, according to the South Korean DCM Jeung-Hyun Ryu, but it is too early to know how much fru 
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initiated was \"Government at Your Doorstep 

officials go to villages highlighting various state development 
programs. The initiative was inaugurated in Jehanabad 
November 2005 

the inmates. 


6. (SBU) Comment: Kumar and his senior officials appear 
serious in wanting to implement positive change in Bihar. 
However 

Chief Ministers Lalu Prasad Yadav and his wife Rabri Devi will 
require significant effort and time to correct. Fundamental 
problems will be difficult to resolve 

development 

Kumar\'s initial efforts to address polio are encouraging and 
will hopefully bring an end to further infections in the state. 
However 

lack of resources and awareness will see little immediate 
improvement. If the pattern holds with HIV/AIDs as was 
demonstrated in the case of polio 

likely increase and Bihar will potentially become a source for 
infections elsewhere in India. 

JARDINE 
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two systems.\" The link between the HKD and USD dates to 
October 1983. At that time 

responded to currency instability associated with uncertainty 
over Hong Kong\'s future under Chinese rule by instituting a 
link -- not technically a \"peg\" but generally referred to as 
such -- between the HKD and the USD. The value of the fully 
convertible HKD is maintained through a currency board 

a system that ensures all issued currency is fully backed by 
reserves of USD. (See Ref A) 


3. (C) DBS Bank Managing Director Andrew Fung is among 153 
members of the HKG\'s Commission on Strategic Development 
entity that advises the Chief Executive (CE) on Hong Kong\'s 
long-term needs and goals. Fung told us that commission 
members are actively discussing and submitting papers on the 
future of the HKD-USD peg. Numerous commission members who 
in Fung\'s words 

arguing that the HKD-USD peg should be floated shortly after 
the Chinese renminbi (RMB) surpasses the HKD in value. The 
RMB presently trades at 8.02 to the USD; the HKD is 
maintained within a small band centered at 7.80 to the USD. 
Conventional wisdom among currency watchers is that the RMB 
will appreciate at least 3 percent during the remainder of 
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2006 
the next nine months. 


4. (Ο) Fung asserted that once the RMB appreciated beyond 
parity 

with it 

Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) then maintained the HKD-USD 
peg 

speculators chased assets denominated in HKD 

a profit once the peg was broken. The speculative inflows 

would also create unwelcome interest rate volatility for 
property-focused Hong Kong 


POLITICALLY SENSITIVE 


5. (C) Fung predicted that CE Donald Tsang would not go along 
with breaking the peg before the next CE election in 2007. 

The prospect of a float would be highly unsettling to Hong 

Kong savings account holders who often out of habit hold USD 
Australian dollar 

against what for many years has been a fear of a HKD 
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devaluation (currently unwarranted). It would also hurt 
leading businesses whose holdings tend to be invested in USD 
instruments on the assumption of a stable USD-HKD peg. 


6. (C) Fung said that Hong KongYs economy is now much more 
closely tied to that of the mainland rather than the U.S. 
Although it is not technically feasible to peg to the RMB (a 
non-convertible currency) 

to its closely tracking the RMB\'s value. Speculators know 

this and would start to get very excited about the prospect 

of the peg being broken once the RMB hit 7.5 to the USD 
predicted. 


VIEWS FROM TWO CURRENCY-ISSUING BANKS 


7. (C) Standard Chartered Bank Global Research Economist Tai 
Hui predicted no change in the HKD-USD peg for at least three 
years. He assessed HKMA as very capable of fighting 

speculators through reserves and sterilization measures. Any 

float would create confidence issues for the HKD. HSBC 

Senior China Economist Hongbin Qu said the HKD-USD peg would 
likely hold for at least several years. He said that HSBC -- 

like Standard Chartered 

does not publicly discuss the peg; however 


; as a result of the findings of the Independent Inquiry Committee (IIC) which investigated the UN\'s C 
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growing internal view that Hong Kong should rethink its 
currency tie to the USD. Qu explained that if Hong Kong is 
to build upon its growing role as ChinaWs center for 
financial intermediation 

linked to the mainland 


ISSUE KEEPS REARING ITS HEAD 


8. (SBU) On May 18 

policy for the first time since the 1998 Asian Financial 

Crisis 

the Hong Kong dollar (HKD) as a proxy currency for 

anticipated Chinese renminbi (RMB) revaluation. The 
introduction of a 0.6 percent trading band around a linked 

rate of 7.80 to the USD -- replacing what was a one-way 
depreciation floor -- suggested that HKMA viewed distortions 

to Hong Kong\'s financial system caused by RMB speculation as 
a significant and enduring economic challenge that could 
potentially worsen as China took steps to introduce RMB 
flexibility. The change made it riskier for speculators to 

maintain positions using the HKD and seems to have worked. 
However 

and growing variance between the HKD and a stronger RMB would 
still likely invite speculation against the USD-HKD peg. (See 

Ref B) 

Cunningham 
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ethnic parties -- like DUA (which now has one seat) 
DZMB or BP 

the Croatian minority (whose Croatian Civic Initiative is a 
member of the pro-Independence bloc) will get one seat 
Muslims will get one 

four (two as an ethnic minority 

minority). Local Council of Europe office head Vlade 
Ristovski told us March 23 that the CoE disapproved of the 
law\'s set-aside provisions 

GoM a formal role in reviewing the bill 

move to block its passage. 


... and After the Referendum 


5. (SBU) The Vice-President of the Bosniak National Council 
in Serbia and Montenegro (BNC) 

poloff March 29 in Rozaje that the GoM has yet to complete 
the legal framework to protect minorities 

Bosniaks. He expects that after the referendum 

constitution explicitly recognize Bosniaks as a 

\"constitutive people\" on Montenegro 


ummary: Independent news sources on March 30 circulated a story that Sergei Otroshchenko, allege 
n Agency officials Robert Burgess, Research Environmental Scientist; Jim Lazorchak, Aquatic Biolog 
aised in this small region, wedged between Lake Nicaragua to the West and the Autonomous Southe 
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greater participation of Bosniaks in the government and 
administration 

include police and judiciary. The BNC 

and the Democratic Alliance of Montenegro (DSCG 

ethnically Albanian with one parliamentary seat) 

a desire to see a bicameral parliament after independence 
with the new house being a \"house of peoples on the 
Bosnian model in the 1995 Dayton agreement. The Bosniaks 
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and Muslims convey 

House of Peoples than do the Albanian parties 

their exclusion from a proportional share of representation 
in government as more critical. 


A Seamless Border in the Sandzak 


6. (SBU) Halilovic was clear that while 

Bosniacs 

between Serbia and Montenegro) as one region 

decidedly pro-Independence. He strongly welcomed the 
involvement of the international community in referendum 
preparations 

that only \"awful results" happened when people in the 
former Yugoslavia were allowed \"to decide things on their 
own - with the worst results for Bosniacs.\" He welcomed 
poloff\'s description of the USG vision for the future of 

the boundary/border between Serbia and Montenegro 
matter the outcome of the referendum: an EU-style border 
with no police posts 


Comment 


7. (SBU) While individual votes will vary 
pro-Independence bloc has clearly won the minority 
establishment to its side 

ethnic group having a majority in Montenegro 
DjukanovicYs success bodes well for their chances in the 
referendum. End comment. 


POLT 
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as a donation for a humanitarian crisis 

those experiencing the greatest electrical outages 
acknowledged that EPS did request that the power be targeted 
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to certain areas. Kukobat also discussed Serbia\'s goals in 
regards to energy for the upcoming Kosovo negotiations. This 
discussion usefully summarizes the Serbian view of the Kosovo 
power supply issue. END SUMMARY 


RECENT ENERGY CRISIS HIGHLIGHTS EXISTING PROBLEMS 
2. (U) Since June 1999 

of Serbia (EPS) has been unable to manage its facilities in 
Kosovo; these facilities are under the management of UNMIK 
and the Kosovo Energy Corporation (KEK). Customers 
variety of reasons 

KEK. The collection rate is around 30 percent 

percent of that is coming from international organizations 
situated in Kosovo. Recognizing poor collection rates as one 
ofthe main causes of the energy crisis in Kosovo 

introduced the \"ABC program\" in December 2005 in order to 
reward neighborhoods that pay their electricity bills. Under 
the program 

reliable supply of electricity. Non-paying areas would 

receive limited amounts of electricity as available. 


3. (U) The controversy peaked at the beginning of 2006 when 
the president of the Coordination Center for Kosovo (CCK) in 
Belgrade 

distributing electricity on an ethnic basis 

Serbs experiencing the longest blackouts. On the other hand 
Joachim Ruecker 

Secretary General (DSRSG) of the United Nations Mission in 


SIPDIS 

Kosovo 

operator 

in providing transit for electricity from neighboring 
countries for Kosovo. 


4. (U) Kosovo\'s energy problems are longstanding. Issues 
include poor collection rates and Kosovo\'s low generating 
capacity. The international community has provided EUR 1 
billion to improve the energy system in Kosovo 

persist. After 1999 

power company. Currently 

500 MW 

Kosovo 


5. (U) According to Assistant Energy Minister Vlajcic 
problem was recognized by the British company formerly 
engaged by UNMIK to operate generating plants there. The 
company had offered jobs to former Serbian employees 
could not guarantee their safety. After the British pulled 

out 
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that only minor improvements were made. 


6. (U) In regards to KEK\'s accusation of non-cooperation by 
EMS in getting electricity through Serbia 

the problem to pre-existing contracts. The transit of 
electricity from other countries is planned annually. In the 
event of a crisis 

weather 

electricity from other countries because the transmission 
capacity has already been reserved. However 

the EMS transmission capacity is always reserved for KEK 
UNMIK need only notify EMS in a timely manner about KEKYs 
needs. Vlajcic says EPS regularly conveys power for 
KEK/UNMIK on a commercial basis. 


UNCONDITIONAL DONATION OR CONDITIONAL OFFER? 
7. (U) The GOS offered various solutions for what it called a 
Vhumanitarian catastropheW in Kosovo. According to Vlajcic 
in 2005 it offered to pay some debts and future electricity 
bills for the Serbian population. In addition 

dispatch electricity in advance for Kosovo 

EPS later as collection improved. Since the electrical 
system previously was part of EPSV system 

Kosovo would know how to maintain it 

of re-employing Serbian workers 

Vlajcic said that UNMIK and KEK rejected these offers. 


8. (U) At the beginning of 2006 

offer to provide 50 million KWh daily for the most vulnerable 
areas (meaning those primarily inhabited by Serbs) was still 
valid. Only after the Sitnica River flooded key power plants 

in Kosovo in late February and rendered some generating units 
inoperable 

million KWh per day free of charge. Taking into 

consideration the needs of the Serbian market 

valid from February 24 until March 24. 


9. (U) Radomir Naumov 

with Ruecker on February 2 about the GoSVs January 27 offer 
of \"humanitarian aid\" 

that the Kosovar Serbs sign contracts with KEK. After the 
flooding 

However 

contended that 

crisis 

of electricity is used 

insisted that UNMIK guarantee that electricity would be sent 
to the most vulnerable areas. Even though such areas are 
primarily Serbian 

areas would benefit 


have no contacts with the Hamas-led Palestinian government until it recognizes Israel and renounces 
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10. (U) However 

offer 

electricity would be used. UNMIK insisted on a commercial 
solution that would require Serbs in Kosovo to sign 
commercial contracts with KEK and apply for subsidies or 
other forms of relief. For Serbs in Kosovo 

was not acceptable for political and economic reasons 
Vlajcic said. Signing a contract with KEK would mean that 
they were accepting KEK as the only legal supplier of 
electricity in Kosovo 


SERBIAN GOALS FOR KOSOVO NEGOTIATIONS IN REGARDS TO ENERG 
11. (SBU) Miroslav Kukobat informed Econ FSN on March 20 that 
he was named Serbia\'s chief negotiator for energy issues in 

the Kosovo talks. Kukobat said that the GOS will insist on 
stabilization of the system and supply for all consumers in 
Kosovo. EPS has offered to pay for electricity to the Serbs 

there while these issues are being resolved. Specifically 

the GOS will demand an uninterrupted (24 hours/day) 70 MW 
supply of electricity for Serb enclaves during the winter 

months. For reasons mentioned above 

capacities in Kosovo as a part of its own system and 

therefore owned by Serbia. In addition 

million dinars (about USD 1.9 million) in 2005 to 

international financial institutions to service loans to EPS 
companies in Kosovo. Kukobat indicated the Serbia was not 
inclined to push its previous proposal for a separate 

controlled power distributor in Northern Kosovo. 


12. (SBU) The GOS will also demand that a solution be found 
for the 7 

workers are still on the EPS payroll. Meaningful employment 
should be found for these workers 

safety 


13. comment. EPS managers make the point the Kosovo grid 
was designed and built as an integral part of the Serbian 
transmission network; therefore 

system has a direct impact on its operations through many 
interconnection points. They also are well aware of the 
potential for exploiting Kosovo\'s considerable coal deposits 
for power generation and export. At some point 

negotiators may begin to focus on the conditions that would 

be necessary to facilitate EPS\'s access to the Kosovo market 
regardless of the outcome of status talks. end comment 
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if the Eastern European Department of the Italian MFA, to get a readout of the measures the EU plan 
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and the least favored option of a UN transition. According 

to Pronk 

and Tripoli to prevent an AMIS-UN transition. The lack of 
cooperation from Khartoum and the AU will affect the 
transition assessment due to the UNSC on April 24 
undermining efforts to attract troop contributors. Even more 
alarming is the prospect that AMIS forces will be paid for by 
the Government of Sudan and its Arab allies 

development on all fronts. AU President Denis Sasou-Nguesso 
and Konare are expected in Abuja on April 8 for consultations 
with Obasanjo and the AU mediation. End Summary. 


outlined to USDEL his concerns that the African Union (AU) 
Executive may be working against the transition to a UN force 

in Darfur. According to Pronk 

Konare meet with UNSG Kofi Annan last week. Konare allegedly 
reported that the AU Peace and Security Council meeting in 
Addis supported the following options for Darfur: a 

continuation of AMIS as it is 

the willing\" augmentation 

to a UN force. 


3. (SBU) Pronk also pointed out since the Government of 
Sudan began lobbying against a UN transition 

been less cooperative with UN requests. He speculated that 
AU sector commanders may have been given instructions to 
refer all matters to Force Headquarters. These instructions 
are complicating and hampering ground operations 

in a situation in which there are more cease-fire violations 
occurring 

enlarged AU force is less proactive than its smaller 
predecessor. Pronk was particularly critical of Konare for 

not attending the March 10 AU Peace and Security Council 
meeting and then allowing a range of interpretations of the 
PSC decision. As further evidence of the AU\'s weak position 
on transition 

strongly\" in favor a UN transition at the Arab League Summit 
in Khartoum. 


4. (SBU) Pronk reiterated these concerns to international 
partners on April 2 
Konare for falling for GOS manipulation and allowing the 
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possibility of GOS funding for AMIS. According to Pronk 
Konare has stated that the AU PSC meeting on March 10 
emphasized giving AMIS a new mandate rather than a transition 
to the UN. Pronk again stressed that 

executive views the AMIS transition to a UN force as a least 
favored option 

According to Pronk 

a situation in which AMIS will be funded by the GOS and Arab 
countries 

unacceptable. He said that the AU has decided that it will 
finance AMIS for four months 

of funding 

after October 1. 


5. (SBU) Pronk said that without the consent of Sudan a UN 
mission in Darfur would be impossible. An overall peace 
agreement in Abuja could help to secure this consent. Pronk 
judged that President Bashir wants a full settlement 

the wealth- and power-sharing documents could be settled 
quickly 

moving forward. Without a full agreement Bashir will oppose 
UN forces. He explained why further progress toward a full 
settlement now required a comprehensive security agreement 
not an enhanced ceasefire. In turn 

capacity 

peace-keeping to meet the requirements of a full settlement. 


6. (SBU) In response to questions 
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had no evidence of direct GOS involvement in the recent 
fighting with Chad 

warned that the rumored April 8 heads of state meeting in 
Abuja could be \"highly risky\" 

both selective and arbitrary. Atthe end of the session he 
told the international partners that peace required a full 
package of texts 

janjaweed and demobilizing other forces. He said it was 
positive that all of the elements were finally on the table 
for discussion. 


7. (SBU) The AU Mediation\'s determined pursuit of an 
Enhanced Humanitarian Cease-fire is not enough to allow for 
the transition to a UN force for Darfur and could become a 
\"stumbling block" to the process 
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explained that despite his misgivings 

AU mediation\'s effort on EHCF if it did not lead to a 
deterioration of the situation on the ground or stop the 
negotiations on the comprehensive peace deal from moving 
ahead. Now 

supported by any of the parties and does not provide for a UN 
transition. Pronk also said that the AU\'s continued 
postponement of key decisions prompted his approach to key 
UNSC members to encourage Khartoum to accept the joint AU-UN 
assessment mission. 


8. (SBU) According to the AU Mediation 

Sasou-Nguesso and Konare will be visiting Abuja for 
consultations with Obasanjo on April 8. Other heads of state 
are rumored to be coming. The AU has called a Joint 
Commission meeting in Addis Ababa from April 4-6 in advance 
of an AU PSC meeting on April 6. Salim departed Abuja on 
April 2 for Dar Es Salam and then for Addis for the PSC 
meeting 

et.al. visit. 


COMMENT 


9. (SBU) In the absence of a full agreement 

of Sudan and the AU leadership are keeping ideas for a 
continued AMIS mission in play 

transition process as well as the peace talks. It is 

important that the progress being made toward a full 
agreement not be derailed at either the PSC meeting in Addis 
or the April 8 meetings in Abuja. Pronk\'s visit helped to 

alert other international partners to these risks 

European partners have a lingering attraction toward the idea 
of priority for a cease-fire text rather than for the full 

settlment needed for a UN transition. 

CAMPBELL 
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important than such words 

actions of Gamal 

setting the stage for the young Mubarak\'s rise to power. In 
the summer of 2004 and again at the end of 2005 
President shuffled his cabinet 

with younger 

indirect links to Gamal. In early 2006 

ruling NDP promoted Gamal to the post of Assistant 
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Secretary-General (co-equal with Zakaria Azmy 
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President\'s de-facto Chief of Staff 

veteran Mufeed Shehab). The party shuffle also brought a 
number of other Gamal allies into key party leadership 
positions 

including the notorious machine politician Kamal al-Shazly. 


4. (C) Gamal\'s February engagement to the 24 year old 
socialite Khadiga el-Gammal is widely viewed as another step 
on the path to the presidency. In a society where men 
typically marry before their 30th birthday 

bachelorhood has extended into his 40\'s. Thus Gamal\'s 
engagement 

appeal. 


5. (C) On March 28 

to the slums of Agouza al-Qadima in Giza 

Central Cairo. Gamal was there 

ally) Ahmed al-Maghraby 

housing units prepared by his Future Generation Foundation 
development group he founded in 1999 

needs of poor youth. Most political observers regard the 
foundation as a vehicle primarly intended for Gamal\'s public 
entree onto the political stage. \"We came to help and serve 
only - not for any other purpose 

journalists in Agouza. 


6. (C) Later that evening 

talk show on State Channel 1 

the broadcast and re-aired on March 29. Gamal focused his 
remarks on his work to rejuvenate the NDP and promote reform 
and \"new thinking." He denied that he was out of touch with 
the public 

street and listening to the people. ' He also asserted that 

he regularly visits the provinces 

profile lest people ascribe ulterior motives. We have 

noticed an uptick of recent Gamal forays outside of Cairo. 

He stood in for his father 

storm 

Sharm el Sheikh. Given all the attention 


:orney General Subhas Punwasi reiterated his commitment to combating narcotics, praised cooperati 
Polvora/Pizana region of the Huallaga Valley. Thirteen hectares of opium poppy were also eradicatec 
OR OASIA, DAS LEE AND FPARODI USDOC FOR 4332/ITA/MAC/WH/OLAC/SHUPKA USDOC AL 
egulatory bodies were also consolidated in 2005 to improve general oversight and ensure compliance 
Argentina. Poloffs visited the MFA March 30 and spoke with Minister Bibiana Jones and Maria Ruth « 


urtis Struble. Reasons: 1.4 (b/d). 1. (C) Summary: Spanish investors in Peru are taking a wait-and-s 
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easily been mistaken as the head of state himself. 


7. (C) On his alleged presidential ambitions 

Egyptian talk show viewers on March 28 that he had made 
clear as daylight\" that he did not intend to seek the 
presidency and was instead focused on his current efforts to 
promote reform and serve society. These denials have been 
generally disregarded. \"He is repackaging himself - if he is 
not interested 

prominent liberal dissident Saad Eddin Ibrahim recently mused 
to a western journalist. Former Nasser advisor and 

influential writer Mohamed Hassanein Heikal has made 
opposition to Gamal\'s succession a staple of his regular 
newspaper columns in the independent press. The notion that 
Gamal might succeed his father 

affront to Egypt\'s republican principles. 


8. (C) Abdel Halim Qandil 

Al-Araby (and a co-founder of the Kifaya protest movement) 
was a pioneer of the anti-Gamal movement 

series of scathing editorials against the alleged plot to 
install Gamal and underlining the public\'s V'universal 
rejection\" of the notion. These editorials 

were linked to Qandil\'s brief 2004 abduction and beating by 
still unidentified thugs 

the Suez desert highway. 


9. (C) Very publicly resigning from the NDP in early March 
leading liberal thinker Osama el-Ghazaly Harb told us of his 
disillusionment with the party\'s reform process 

came to believe was merely a vehicle for Gamal to promote his 
political career. Imprisoned opposition politician Ayman 

Nour and his supporters have repeatedly insisted to us that 

it was his threat to Gamal that led to his political 

destruction. Like Gamal 


10. (C) An article that appeared March 23 in the maverick 
independent paper Al-Dustour attacked Gamal from a new angle. 
With dubious sourcing 

brokerage and financial analysis firm EFG-Hermes had 
manipulated the early March drop of the Cairo-Alexandria 
Stock Exchange to the advantage of its partners and clients 
and at the expense of small investors 

Mubarak is on the firm\'s board. The article clearly got 
Gamal\'s attention: He acknowledged in his talk show 
appearance that he sat on EFG\'s board 

work focused on subsidiary companies not traded on the stock 


t Foreign Minister Alejandro Montiel Arguello as a candidate for the United Nations International Law ' 
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market. 


11. (C) Despite the sniping of many Egyptian opinion-leaders 
and a more general public hostility (echoed by many of our 
contacts) to Gamal\'s possible presidential succession 

are few other obvious contenders for the post. The post of 
Vice President has remained vacant 

speculation that Mubarak might fill it after the 2005 

elections were behind him. Of the 10 candidates who 
contested Mubarak\'s presidency last fall 

placed second 

controversial circumstances and was subsequently convicted of 
forgery and sentenced to a seven year jailterm. The 
third-place finisher 

arrested for attempted murder and other charges on April 1 
(septel). The other eight candidates 

begin with 


12. (C) There are currently almost no other Egyptian 
personalities with the national stature and political capital 
needed to seriously contend for the presidency. One 
exception could be Intelligence Chief Omar Soliman 

wields enormous influence over national security policy and 
is known to have the full confidence of Mubarak. Soliman is 
often cited as a potential appointee to the long-vacant Vice 
Presidential post and his profile has grown with his 
well-publicized mediation visits to Israel and the 

Palestinian territories. 


13. (C) Another possible exception could be Arab League 
Secretary-General Amr Moussa 
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and generally receives favorable coverage across the spectrum 
of Egyptian media outlets. Consequently 

considerable street crediblity as a champion of Arab causes. 
However 

presidential ambitions and has no Egyptian institutional 
platform from which to spring. Moussa\'s assumption of 
another five year term as Arab League SYG could be 
alternately interpreted as keeping him \"otherwise occupied\" 
or \"still in the game 

positions 

to wade into Egypt\'s domestic political scene. 


All in the Family 
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14. (C) The intra-family politics of a Gamal succession bid 
are unclear. Elder son Alaa\' 

business interests (many of which are privately criticized as 
corrupt and exploitative) keeps a low public profile and has 
never shown any inclination to wade into the political arena. 
(A rare sighting of Alaa\' on national TV took place during 
the final game of the Africa Cup championship in late 
February 

section with Gamal 

Ivory Coast.) 


15. (C) The President has been careful not to indicate any 
overt support for Gamal 

has on several occasions angrily denied to the media that 
there is any plan for his younger son to succeed him. While 
some have speculated that the President is ambivalent about 
Gamal\'s political future 

rise of his son and his allies through the ranks of the 

ruling NDP 

Moreover 

shuffled his cabinet and replaced \"old guard\" elements with 
younger technocrats linked to Gamal. While there is little 
public evidence 

First Lady Suzanne Mubarak is Gamal\'s most ardent political 
patron. Unlike the President 

photographed at public events with Gamal 

connection with social issues. Her power and influence 
argue 

she has kept Mubarak pere from naming a Vice President. 


16. (C) The legal/electoral stage 

the amendment of Article 76 of the constitution 

guarantees that the ruling NDP 

Gamal and his allies 

presidency. Of all 20 of Egypt\'s legally recognized parties 
only the NDP currently meets the conditions as defined in the 
amendment to field a presidential candidate. (The rules set 
forth in the amendment state that only parties holding five 
percent or more of the seats in each of the People\'s Assembly 
and the Shura Council. The bar is set higher for 
independents 

members 

members from each of at least 14 of the 26 provinces.) While 
voters will have opportunities to change the current makeup 
of the Shura Council in 2007 and 2009 
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Assembly in 2010 

necessary sooner 

hurdles for any NDP candidate to the presidency. 


17. (C) A key stumbling block for any effort to bring Gamal 
Mubarak to the presidency could be the military. Each of 
Egypt\'s three presidents since the republic was established 
in 1952 were drawn from the military\'s officer corps 

military has historically been the ultimate guarantor of the 
president\'s rule. Gamal Mubarak did not serve as a military 
officer (and it is not clear whether he ever completed 

Von paper 

father 

This factor is often cited by our contacts 

Soliman 

would have to figure in any succession scenario for Gamal 
only as a transitional figure. Another theory is that some 
other military officer could emerge from obscurity as a 
presidential contender. (Defense Minister Tantawi is 
acknowledged to be frail and without any political ambition.) 


18. (C) Gamal Mubarak\'s rise in the ruling NDP 

to position himself as a \"friend of the people 

national champion of reform and \"new thinking 

compelling evidence that his political ambitions are real - 
denials notwithstanding. Despite palpable public hostility 

to his succession 

forward for Gamal currently appears open. Gamal and his 
ambitious allies 

economic reform ministers such as Rachid Rachid and Youssef 
Boutrous Ghali 

improvements to the economy will deliver tangible benefits to 
the masses 

affluent business circles. 
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Presidential legal adviser Pina Toribio 


delegate to the JCE 
registrations be accepted. Pina told the press that the PLD 


9) and (d). 1. (C) Ambassador on March 30 met and discussed reftel talking points with Foreign Mini: 


education and dialogue on the FTA. Indigenous in Imbabura province and the main evangelical indic 
he use of Ecuadorian flagged fishing vessels to smuggle drugs and request additional bilateral coope 
i recent years, driven by a sizeable increase in the mobile services market, but Colombia needs to do 


tour of the USDA-funded PresidentVs Hospital in Marib City. In Marib, the party was joined by Ares Zi 
‚en, and grants country clearance for their visit to Afghanistan on April 13-14, 2006, to conduct politic: 
35 Barrington who can be contacted at all times through the Embasy at (967) (1) 755-2249. The num 
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\"distrusts\" the election authorities and charged that the 
submission of opposition candidacies had been \"irregular 
chaotic 

petition. 


In a press conference accompanied by the PLD\'s secretary 
general and national campaign manager 

and European Union to send international observers to boost 
citizens 

general Orlando Jorge Mera retorted that the JCE routinely 
invites international observers; Embassy is aware of a 
Dominican Government invitation pending with the OAS. 


PRD and PRSC candidates who believed they or members of their 
parties had been unfairly excluded from the candidate lists 
continued to complain after the JCE decision. Chief among 

them was PRD faction leader and former tourism minister 

Rafael \"Fello\" Subervi. 

Solomonic Solution 


Prominent commentator Juan Bolivar Diaz - and others - 
rejected the ruling party\'s demand as unreasonable 

the JCE in a formal ruling March 24. Wrote Diaz: \"It would 
have been stupid to deny the extension. That would have 
precipitated a political crisis by eliminating 40 percent of 

the candidates of two of the three major political parties 

for bureaucratic reasons." With only one major party on the 
ballot for many races 

throwback to the authoritarian late president Balaguer 

held the 1970 and 1974 elections after the opposition 
withdrew in protest against government repression. 


Prominent lawyer 

judge Julio Cesar Castanos Guzman called the whole affair 
\"una tormenta en un vaso de agua\" (a tempest in a teapot). 
He pointed out that the law allows for correcting errors in 
documents between the time of submission and the JCE\'s 
meeting to decide whether to accept them. He also said the 
officials\' contradictory statements had tarnished the JCE in 
the public eye. Other commentators acknowledged that the 
registration deadline might have been stretched slightly 
argued that the JCEVs \"solomonic solution" was the most 
sensible under the circumstances. 


A Skeptic on the Street 


What did political officer\'s barber - with a penchant for 
sound bites -- think about the week\'s confusion surrounding 


late candidate registrations? 
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\"Dominicans always leave things to the last minute.\" 


Was public opinion exercised about the matter? 


\"No one pays any attention to mid-term elections. People 
only care about choosing a president." 


ArenWt legislators important? 


\"Legislators don\'t serve the public 
They oppose every bill 
are greased\" (se mojan las manos). 


Don\'t you care who is the next mayor of Santo Domingo? 


\"Roberto (Salcedo 
another term.\" 


Will you bother to vote? 
\"Sure. It\'s the only leverage an ordinary citizen Πας.’ 
2. (U) Drafted by Bainbridge Cowell. 


3. (U) This piece and others in our series can be consulted 
at our SIPRNET web site 

(http://www. .state.sgov.gov/p/wha/santodomingo) along with 
extensive other material. 

MINIMIZE CONSIDERED 

HERTELL 


59095 
American in Paris - Rousso is well known for her brutal 
restructuring measures." 


Most editorials comment on President Chirac\'s lackluster 
"hedgingV (Le Monde) 

unions and \"trouble makers" to back off because President 
Chirac has given in on their two major demands' (Le Figaro). 
Liberation points to the absurdity of the situation 

calls an \"imbroglio:\" \"the official text promulgating the CPE 
was published yesterday 

announced that a major part of that law was to be discarded. 
The imbroglio remains and as the situation worsens the 
political crisis could well turn into a major crisis for the 
regime.\" For its Sunday front page 

with a poll showing that French viewers of the Chirac speech 
were harsh in their judgment: 62% were unconvinced by him 
56% deemed his proposed amendments unsatisfactory. Some 54% 
want the unions to continue their push for repeal of the CPE 
compared to 39% who want the unions to end their movement. 


among the three Tawaffuq leaders. Bazzaz said that Tareq al-Hashimi is trying to exclude Adnan al-| 
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In Les Echos 

pens an op-ed entitled \"A Shift in the Bush "Revolution" 

based on the latest National Security Strategy report. In Le 
Journal du Dimanche Gilles Delafon entitles his column \"Condi 
Rice\'s Avowed Mistake\" in reference to her speech in Blackburn 
while France Soir and Le Figaro note her \"surprise trip to 
Baghdad.\" (See Part C) 


In Liberation Israeli writer and essayist Amos Oz pens an op- 
ed entitled \"The Sad Choice of Unilateral Pullout.\" (See Part 
C) 


In popular right-of-center Le Parisien 

reports on former Guantanamo detainee Nizar SassiVs book 
\"Prisoner 325 

\"question the U.S. Army.\" \"The initiative could trigger 
diplomatic turbulence between France and the U.S. Sassi\'s 
lawyers 

detainee 

Guantanamo. They claim this is ‘indispensable\' in order to 
“conduct the necessary hearings and to observe the facts.\' The 
lawyers also want to interview Red Cross officials. and expect 
the French magistrates to look into France\'s attitude on 
Guantanamo through depositions of high French officials who 
negotiated the liberation of the French detainees with the 
U.S.\" The article also details some of the "humiliationsV 
inflicted on the detainees as portrayed in Sassi\'s book. 


This morning France 2 television announced that French 
travelers to the U.S. will begin to get French biometric 
passports as of this week 

free. The report also emphasized that not all French citizens 
needed the new document 

delivered before October 26 

travel until they expired. 


(C) SUPPORTING TEXT/BLOCK QUOTES: 
Secretary Rice to Europe - Baghdad 
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\"Rice and Straw Parachute Into Iraq 

Right-of-center France Soir (04/03): V'Is it a sign that it was 
pouring rain when Condoleezza Rice and Jack Straw arrived in 
Baghdad yesterday?. Was it a coincidence that just as 
Condoleezza Rice was arriving in Baghdad 

a surprise and the guerillas could not have had word of it 

that an American helicopter was shot down" 


\"Jaafari Under Pressure!" 


SUMMARY: The Principals Group of the Joint Committee to Transfer Security Responsibility (JCTS 
. Stewart. Reason: 1.4(c). ------- Summary ------- 1. (SBU) The Ambassador chaired a meeting of tr 


ΝΞΙΟΝ PLANS ON TRACK KABUL 00001478 001.4 OF 003 Classified By: POLITICAL COUNSE 
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perations. 2. The text of the article per unofficial Embassy translation is as follows: (Begin text) Cl 
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Right-of-center Le Figaro (04/03): \"Secretary Rice and Jack 
Straw 

to help Iraq out of the political impasse it is in. They are 
discussing with the top Iraqi leaders. Secretary Rice is 
trying not to give the impression that the U.S. wants to 
impose one candidate over another at the head of the Iraqi 
government." 


\"Condi Rice\'s Avowed Mistake\" 

Gilles Delafon in right-of-center Le Journal du Dimanche 
(04/02): V'Condi Rice 

slipped up 

of tactical mistakes.\' even if protesters outside were 
clamoring for her to "go home\' and even if Douglas Hurd had 
just said without mincing his words that ‘the world could turn 
only if the only super-power followed the rules like everyone 
else.\' Secretary Rice\'s sudden clarity 

triggered so much reaction that she had to bring some 
clarification: "yes 

triggering the forces of democracy in the Middle East was not 
one of them.Y No strategic errors 

While democratizing the Middle East may be an honorable 
intention 

can legitimately be questioned. Let us forget about President 
Bush\'s lies and prevarication 

errors? Who in the Pentagon is bearing responsibility for 
them? Rumsfeld is still there and Wolfowitz has simply been 
promoted. It is clear that at this stage President Bush cannot 
afford to acknowledge that mistakes were made. Rice cannot be 
bothered with details: "you cannot waste time analyzing each 
tactical decision 

examination will come later. Colin Powell showed the way. 


U.S. Foreign Policy 


VA Shift in the Bush "Revolution" 

Jacques Hubert-Rodier in right-of-center Le Echos (04/03): 
\"For Washington 

first glance the NSS does not introduce any significant 
changes. The notion of "preemptive\' action remains 

the questions it raised in France when applied to Iraq. For 
President Bush 

threatening country for the U.S. Washington\'s accusations 
against Iran are to a large extent equally recognized by the 
Europeans. But the question of how to deal with the Iranian 
crisis is central. Diplomacy is clearly favored 

is adding a dose of multilateralism 

to the as yet unproductive efforts made by the EU and Russia. 
While nothing changes in America\'s strategy 

changing. Washington is discreetly shifting its national 
security strategy. While Bush does not give up on the use of 


359 D. KUWAIT 251 Classified By: CDA Matthew Tueller. Reasons 1.4 (b) and (d) 1. (S) During 
abi Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed indicated that the UAE Government would not be ab 
rovide security and humane treatment for the 13 Yemeni GTMO detainees cleared for transfer. Rega 
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force 

Iraq and the region 

limited. The report itself notes how difficult it is to 

promote democracy in the Middle East. While all eyes were on 
Iraq 

clandestine nuclear program. By putting Iran in the line of 

fire 

threats.\" 


Israel 


\"The Sad Choice of Unilateral Pullout\" 

Amos Oz in left-of-center Liberation (04/03): \"For the first 
time since the occupation of the West Bank and Gaza 
majority of Israelis have shown they are ready to abandon the 
occupied territories. They are ready but without enthusiasm 
moved more by reality than conviction. Their priorities have 
changed 

land. Israel\'s growing inequalities has shifted the nation\'s 
priority. For those of us who still believe in peace 

unilateral separation from the Palestinians is a sad choice. 
But there is another way: if Israel cannot negotiate with 
Hamas 

eager to find a long lasting solution as Israel. Instead of a 
unilateral pullout Israel can collaborate with Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia in favor of a global and durable peace.\" STAPLETON 
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seen in Bangkok and other areas. Voter turnout in Chiang Mai 
province is expected to total around 75% 

than in the February 6 

election irregularities were reported. End summary 


2. Northern Thailand 

a TRT stronghold in the 2005 election 

high number of \"no\" votes in Sunday\'s poll. Although vote 
results have been delayed by challenges to spoiled ballots 
unofficial reports show that \"no\" votes in Tak province 
outnumbered votes received by TRT candidates in two out of the 
province\'s three constituencies. Other areas where \"no\" votes 
approach the level of TRT scores include constituencies with 
previous Democrat Party sympathies in Phitsanulok 
Phetchabun 

1. 


3. The high level of \"no\" votes in Chiang MaiVs Constituency 1 
is partly due to the presence in the district of Chiang Mai 
University 

this generally pro-Thaksin city. The still-unconfirmed result 
takes on a special flavor 


r establishing conventional banks in Southern Sudan is as follows: -- The paid up capital for national 


f: 1/100/231-64164 Date: March 27, 2006 The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Bahrain [ 
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the poor showing is TRT MP Pakorn Buranupakorn 

to be behind the aggressive attack on the Democrat Party\'s 
attempted rally in Chiang Mai last Thursday (reftel). Both 
Pakorn and his brother 

have denied instigating the rumble 

Democrat areas and a possible backlash from voters as well as 
expressions of concern from Thaksin. 


4. TRT candidates ran alone in all constituencies in eight out 
of the fifteen northern provinces. In the remaining provinces 
11 constituencies were contested 

determined by a simple majority. 


5. Little direct vote-buying was reported although TRT 

allegedly made payments to encourage supporters to go to the 
polls in order to ensure the 20% vote needed by party candidates 
running unopposed. 


6. The sizable number of spoiled ballots 

purpose by voters scribbling their disapproval of Thaksin 
delayed vote counting as officials scrutinize each one and deal 
with intermittent protests from parties concerned. 


CAMP 
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had promised the Parties they would not interfere. Bohara 
explained that the UML could not join with the Maoists until 
the Maoists gave up violence. Shrestha commented that if the 
King reached out to the Parties 

positive action to force the Maoists to change also. He 
highlighted the danger to the monarchy if the King failed to 
reach out. Shrestha also noted that the NC(D) supported the 
UML''s call for the Maoists to declare a cease-fire (ref A) 
explaining that peaceful Party mass gatherings would be 
easier to organize during a cease-fire. End Summary. 


April 6-9 General Strike Peaceful 


2. (C) On March 30 

General Secretary Amrit K. Bohara and Nepali Congress 
(Democratic) Acting President Gopal Man Shrestha 
meetings with the Ambassador 

April 6-9 nationwide general strike/closure (bandh) called by 
the seven-party alliance would be peaceful. (Note: There 
continues to be some confusion whether the Maoists or the 
seven-party alliance called the April 6-9 bandh (ref B). In 
any event 

End noteQ Both Bohara and Shrestha explained that the 
Maoists had given their \"moral support\" but had promised not 
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to interfere in the Parties \"independent\" peaceful action 
April 6-9. Restating that the Parties were against violence 
both noted that if the government had specific knowledge of 
Maoists in Kathmandu planning violence 

Kamal Thapa had publicly stated 

act against those Maoists 

were advocating only peaceful action. Bohara thanked the 
U.S. 

leaders would already be in jail. He stressed that this was 
a time of uncertainty 

will arrest tomorrow." However 

run away or go underground because we are a peaceful 
movement." Shrestha also stressed that the PartiesV actions 
would be peaceful 

government supporters and security people in civilian dress 
would disturb the Party gathering and turn it violent. 


UML: No Joint Action with Maoists 


3. (C) Bohara stressed that the UML could not have joint 
action with the Maoists until the Maoists renounced violence. 
He commented 

acknowledged that the Maoists had killed party cadre 

that they continued to kidnap 

villages. \"In spite of that 

realize we cannot solve the Maoist crisis by military means 
so we need political dialogue 

the 12-point understanding 

the understanding (ref C) 

Maoists into the mainstream. He admitted that the UML was 
suspicious of Maoist intentions 

Parties wanted both to pressure the Maoists to change 

give them the opportunity to do so. 


Parties Could Leverage King Reaching Out 


4. (C) Bohara and Shrestha both acknowledged that the Maoists 
and Parties were competing 

their own agenda. With the 12-point understanding the 
Parties and the Maoists had agreed on the goal of a 
constituent assembly 

method to achieve that goal. Explaining that the Parties 
would be more successful pulling the Maoists to their agenda 
if the King reached out to the Parties 

could say to the Maoists that the King has changed and now 
you must change 

leadership had given arms to cadre 

build a political culture. He explained that public opinion 

and moral pressure for political dialogue would give the 
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Maoists a chance to see that their methodology was wrong 
that they needed to build political cadre to allow them to 
come into the political mainstream and thus achieve a 
\"safe-landing.\" 


Danger to Monarchy if King Fails To Act 


5. (C) Shrestha worried that if the King continued on his 
roadmap 

widely expected in his New Year\'s message on April 14 
there would not be a good future for the monarchy. He noted 
that 

responsibility to ensure a role for the monarchy in their 
dialogue with the Maoists. He stressed that the NC(D) was a 
democratic party 

not a republic. However 

want to be a ceremonial King. Shrestha noted that the 
Maoists 

the people through a constituent assembly supported a 
ceremonial King 

abandon their call for a republic. 


NC (D) Urging Maoist Cease-fire 


6. (C) Shrestha explained that the NC(D) supported the UML\'s 
call for the Maoists to enact a unilateral cease-fire. 

However 

alliance believed that a cease-fire equaled supporting the 
King. Shrestha noted that the bigger parties could more 
easily request a cease-fire from the Maoists 

it was needed for peaceful agitation against the King. 
Shrestha explained that the Parties had only postponed calls 
for a mass gathering in Kathmandu 

April 8 

general strike. The mass gathering would occur late in 

April 

cease-fire 

successful mass rally in the capital. 


Maoist Violence Continues 


7. (U) Despite a pledge not to disrupt the nationwide 
government sponsored school leaving certificate exams 
Maoists bombed a test center full of 204 students in far-west 
Dailekh District on March 31 

The action drew broad criticism in the local media. In the 
mid-west Banke District on April 2 

locals 


Column 3 

reluctance to participate in a Maoist function. The People\'s 
Front Nepal 

that many of the victims were its party cadres. Following 
the Maoist action 

order to participate in the function 

they did not do so. 


Comment 


8. (C) The Parties have worked to square the circle resulting 
from their March 19 restatement of their 12-point 
understanding with the Maoists. To appease the Maoists 
had planned an indefinite nationwide strike to begin April 3 
the political parties agreed to an April 6-9 nationwide 


strike. This strike makes it logistically impossible for the 
Parties to pursue their original plan of a mass demonstration 

in Kathmandu on April 8 -- a protest the government had vowed 
to prevent using every means at its disposal. Instead 

workers will gather peacefully in smaller numbers wherever 
they can across the country 

plan for a large-scale demonstration in Kathmandu later on. 
MORIARTY 
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pressures 

precautions to ensure that the loan was genuine 

that HMGN needed money 

additional customs duty was crippling export industries. 
Thus 

loan 

End Summary. 


IMF Also Urges HMGN Not To Pursue Shaky Loan 


2. (C) On March 31 

Monetary Fund (IMF) Resident Advisor Sukhwinder Singh met 
with Minister of State for Finance 

Majesty\'s Government of Nepal (HMGN) to refrain from 
proceeding with the shaky loan deal that Jyoti first outlined 

to the Ambassador on March 8 (ref A). Instead of HMGN 
pursuing this and other private loans of dubious origin 

Singh urged HMGN to work with multilateral donors 

the World Bank (WB) and Asian Development Bank (ADB) to 
obtain necessary funds. (Note: Jyoti informed us an 
Australian-based organization had also approached HMGN to 
offer a similar loan. End note.) Singh noted that a country 
with Nepal\'s level of income should not borrow on commercial 
terms. However 


?olicy staffer Zorica Bukinac Cimpersek. Cimpersek responded that Slovenia had no opposition to th 


igh (10.2%) growth in the fourth quarter, with the construction sector the star performer, raised the ful 
'ealandVs Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) and the Australian High Commission (Australi 
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economic growth and lower debt 
access to more money from the WB and ADB. 


Minister Hears Caution 


3. (C) Stating 

have hesitation; | hear you 

deal with this the proper way 

Singh to \"please understand\" the situation of Nepal. Saying 
he did not want HMGN to lose face over the loan 

jeopardize future generations of Nepalis 

that having good relations with bilateral and multilateral 
donors was important for Nepal. He stated 

is not worth the risk 

that it was possible that nothing would come of the loan 
proposal. However 

of the money. He explained that the best way to ensure the 
loan was above board was to be open and involve bilateral and 
multilateral donors. He also acknowledged that he did not 
want future generations of Nepalis to be trapped into paying 
for a loan that the government had not used properly and 
responsibly 

governments could misappropriate the loan money. 


...Argues Precautions Can Safeguard HMGN on Loan 


4. (C) Jyoti stated that HMGN could put conditions on the 
loan and trap those involved if the money was later found to 
be tainted. He acknowledged that the people offering the 
loan had no track record and no background 

acting as agents for non-resident Indians. However 

that the people offering the loan had assured him that they 
would pass scrutiny. Jyoti explained that the Central Bank 
would hold the original loan guarantee document 

only pass it to the loaners once the Central Bank received 
the money 

passed scrutiny. HMGN would hold the three agents involved 
two Indians and one Nepali 

passed scrutiny. 


HMGN Needs Money for Security 


5. (C) Jyoti stated that HMGN was \"not getting what we need" 
from other sources of financing and that HMGN was \"squeezed 
at all sides and from all angles. He pointed out the 
impracticality of certain multilateral donor conditions 

as pursuing bank defaulters 

to pursue other means of getting money. (Note: Pursuing 


ening of Karni, imports into Gaza at the commercial terminal average more than 200 truckloads per c 


Rights Council in the election to be held during the session of the UN General Assemble on May 9. D 


nary. Each week, Embassy Pretoria publishes an economic newsletter based on South African pres 
artially offset by a small decrease in the household goods sector. Apparel also saw a small rise, with | 
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willful defaulters is one of the World Bank\'s four conditions 
related to the Poverty Reduction Support Credit (PRSC). 

Jyoti had told a March meeting of bilateral and multilateral 
donors that HMGN was moving forward with measures that would 
resolve long-standing donor concerns about the integrity of 
Nepal\'s banking system (ref C). End note.) He also 
commented that the Maoists were closing down the country 
causing economic growth and revenue to decline. Maoist 
extortion and kidnapping were making people poorer. He 
highlighted Maoist action forcing industries to sign 
unsustainable \"workers\' agreements!" that promised not to fire 
people and to increase wages. He noted that past governments 
had acted irresponsibly in not planning to alleviate the 

current power crisis (ref B) 

He stated that he did not want to be responsible for 
\"something like the current power crisis 

ensure that Nepal had access to money as an \"option for the 
future 

multilateral donors would not lend to Nepal. Jyoti stressed 

that Nepal\'s urgent need was for money for security 
development projects needed security or the money would end 
up going to the Maoists. However 

community would not give or lend money to Nepal to enact 
needed security measures 

that 

seriously consider the loan. 


Ambassador Again Cautions Loan Is A Bad Idea 


6. (C) The Ambassador again explained that all indications 
were that this loan was not bona fide. He noted that the 
front people were insignificant 

finding it difficult to unravel who was behind the loan. He 
stated that the front company did not have a track record or 
assets comparable to the size of the loan. Together 
indications were that the loan was not legitimate and should 
be avoided 

strongly that HMGN should not go forward with the loan. 
Singh reiterated that HMGN should consult with multilateral 
donors to pursue multilateral sources of funding. 


Indian Additional Customs Duties Hurting 


7. (C) Jyoti lamented that India had suddenly initiated a 

four percent across the board additional customs duty (ACD) 
as of March 1. As the Indian Finance Minister had not taken 
JyotiVs call on March 30 or 31 

wanted to \"let Nepal face an economic crisis. Jyoti 
explained the importance of India as a market for Nepal\'s 


|, AND (D). 1. (S) In a March 30 meeting with FM Tokayev (other issues reported septel), Ambassad 
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exports 

Indian courts or through the World Trade Organization would 
take years and cost too much for Nepal to afford. Jyoti 
noted that the four percent ACD was the make or break margin 
for many industries. He added that if the export sector of 
the jute industry alone was forced to close then over 20 
people would be out of work. There was no doubt in Jyoti\'s 
mind that those people would go out on the streets to 

protest 

to charge the additional customs duties. 


Comment 


8. (C) Jyoti obviously wants to pursue the loan for all the 
reasons he outlined. That said 

clear warning. The Deputy Governor of the Central Bank 
also attended the meeting 

reservations about pursuing the loan. 

MORIARTY 
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coordinated a detailed strategy 

would be widespread attempts by the opposition to prevent the 
actual vote taking place. Kebzabo admitted that Deby had a 
monopoly on the nation\'s force of arms and resources and 
this reason 

squelching this V'active boycott.\" But he had given the 
democratic opposition no option but to do what it could -- 

with its limited capabilities and its mind-set oriented to 
peaceful methods -- to stand up to this charade. 


5. (SBU) What made the election even more of a charade 
Kebzabo said 

warfare on the eastern frontier. By a long shot 

not so cavalier about the armed opposition as he was the 
democratic opposition 

more reason to be preoccupied with the armed opposition 
given how he himself came to power. For his part 

said he deeply feared an armed takeover -- in this 

Deby\'s concern. Kebzabo said that he was in contact with 
certain of the rebels (he refused to give more information on 
this point) and could affirm that the battle at Hadjar 

Marfaine on March 20 was not nearly the sweeping victory over 
the SCUD rebels that the government or journalists had 
portrayed. The journalists had been shown only what the 
government wanted them to see. The SCUD retained the 
capacity to have another go and was regrouping 

his information. Meanwhile 

day (March 30) the Chadian armed forces had suffered a severe 
blow further south at the hands of Mahamat Nour\'s RDL. This 
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sort of fighting 

the Chadian armed forces and for Deby 
right up to the election 


6. (SBU) Poloff asked whether Kebzabo thought his somewhat 
unusual status as a Southerner who was also a Muslim gave him 
any advantage as an aspirant to national office. Kebzabo 

said that religion was 

most potent dividing line in a much-divided nation. However 

he had always seen himself -- and been widely seen among the 
populace -- as a Southerner planted in Lere 

particularly as a Muslim. When he had campaigned for 
president in 2001 

Muslim card in any way 

two-edged sword -- emphasis on it could cause loss of 
Christian support while not bringing in Muslim support. 
Chadians of his generation had not tended to see the country 
through a religious or ethnic perspective 

now. There had been a North and a South and people had 
thought of a few major ethnic groups 

not much else. Few had even heard of the word \"Zaghawa 
much less of any Zaghawa clans and subclans. 


7. (SBU) Kebzabo said that Deby had fomented ethnic 
perception and dissension 

continued hold on power that the Muslims and Northerners 
automatically oppose any Southerner or Christian. The regime 
used many methods to fix the results of the elections 

one of the most potent methods was not electoral fraud in the 
technical sense of tampering with results -- it was the use 

of prefects and sub-prefects to fan out to every village 

chief 

out a unified village vote for the regime. However 

believed that the regime could no longer automatically count 
on the Muslim vote. Impoverishment and degradation were a 
generalized phenomenon touching Muslim and Christian alike 
as all communities recognized that a tiny elite was robbing 
them blind. The only way to know for sure how Muslims would 
vote would be a free and fair election 

determined than ever to prevent. 


8. (U) Bio note: Saleh Kebzabo heads the UNDR (Union 
Nationale pour le Developpement et le Renouveau). He is a 
Moundang from Lere on the Cameroon border in the South (Mayo 
Kebbi Ouest) 

journalist 

in the early 1990\'s 

independent weekly newspaper. He made a surprise decision in 
1996 to back Deby during the first presidential election 

campaign 

unity. He served as foreign minister 1996-97 
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as minister of public works/transportation and then as 
minister of mines/energy/oil. He has served intermittently 
in the National Assembly but now holds no official position. 
WALL 
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Associated Issues for Sites Contaminated with Biological 

Chemical or Radiological Materials with appropriate GOI 
offices. The officials listed in paragraphs 2 and 3 plan to 

attend the workshop on April 26-28: 


2. Engineer Giorgio Cesari 

Director 

Technical Services) 

Via V. Brancati 

00144 Rome 

tel. (39) 06-5007-2257/2821/2309 

fax (39) 06-5007-2258 

e-mail address: cesari(at symbol) apat.it 


3. Dr. Federico Tinivella 

Ministry of Environment Expert 

AGRONOVA - University of Turin 

Via Leonardo da Vinci 

10095 Grugliasco (TO) 

tel. (39) 011-670-8539 

fax (39) 011-670-8531 

cellular telephone (39) 335-817-3410 

e-mail address: federico.tinivella(at symbol)unito.it 
SPOGLI 
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them.\" He said Argentina had joined in the fight against 
terrorism because it was important to do so. The same was 
true 

mass destruction. However 

concerned about the recently announced U.S.-India nuclear 
cooperation agreement. He claimed that it set \"a bad 
precedent\" and could have a negative effect on the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty. 


9. (SBU) Turning to trade issues 

was now an issue as the President\'s special negotiating 
authority would expire on July 1 

agricultural disputes before the WTO 

by some countries to hide other issues. Regarding 

agricultural subsidies 

cannot be one-sided. However 

once they are made. He commended the GoA for its role in the 
recent Hong Kong discussions. 


support for the Yemen Liquefied Natural Gas (YLNG) project, as requested in RefA. YLNG is crucia 
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10. (SBU) Chiaradia assured the CODEL that there was much 
common ground between the GOA and the U.S. in the WTO 
negotiations. He said an agreement was in Argentinas 
interest but that it must be an equitable one. He said the 

U.S. position in the talks was reasonable and ambitious and 
that the real difficulties lay with the EU and Japan. He 

said market access was not the only issue and that 
agricultural subsidies needed to be eliminated. 


11. (SBU) Senator Crapo noted the U.S. Congress was ready to 
address the subsidies issue 

however 

reduce subsidies without some reciprocal move by other 
nations. He noted that if market access was not on the 

table 

reductions on good faith alone. Senator Allard said he 
favored the elimination of all trade barriers and that this 

view was widely supported in Colorado. He agreed with 
Chiaradia that the real obstacle to an agreement was coming 
from EU countries. 


12. (SBU) The meeting ended with a discussion of the dispute 
with Monsanto over royalty payments for genetically modified 
soybean seeds. Chiaradia disputed the real reason behind 
Monsanto\'s efforts to collect royalties on the use of Roundup 
Ready soybean technology 

issue after the expiration of Monsanto\'s patent on the 
herbicide. He said the GOA was ready to negotiate with 
Monsanto on both royalties and second generation seeds. 
However 

to legal actions taken by Monsanto in Europe against 
Argentine soybean shipments. Senator Grassley noted that in 
addition to being an IPR issue 

a very real trade issue for American farmers who had to pay 
royalties and were being placed at a very real trade 
disadvantage vis-a-vis Argentine growers. 


13. (SBU) Central Bank President Martin Redrado provided a 
wide-ranging overview of the Argentine economic recovery 
which he attributed to five factors: strong fiscal management 
by President Kirchner with a \"sustainable\" three percent 
primary fiscal surplus and good financial performance by 
provincial governments; the adoption of a flexible exchange 


rate; an aggressive trade policy that has opened new markets 
and made China a major trading partner; \"prudent 


h a view toward promoting public awareness, and will conduct a series of simulations in the Dhofar re 
1e Export Controls Program Plan for Oman (reftel A), Embassy Muscat offers the following feedback: 
the need for contingency plans in the event of a mass refugee influx following internal disorder in Uzb 
: 1.4 (b), (d) 1. (SBU) On March 30, four newly elected members of parliament from Basrah met wi 


Column 3 

and transparent\" monetary policy by the Central Bank; and a 
smaller but much sounder financial system whose assets 
matched liabilities and which have much less invested in 
public debt instruments. These policies came in the context 
of a good external environment for Argentina in particular 
and for Latin America in general 

\"confident that the next economic crisis would not come from 
Latin America." 


14. (SBU) Senator Grassley asked what the GOA would do when 
it paid off all of its debt. Redrado said that Argentina\'s 
infrastructure needs were still very high 

economy has recovered a lot in the past few years 

is slowly becoming a normal country.\" Senator Grassley asked 
if he was worried about inflation and if so 

doing about it? Redrado said yes 

the current inflation is in large part the re-adjustment of 
prices from the 2002 devaluation. As a result 

VI have to be modest about what monetary policy can dol" to 
contain inflation. A key worry going forward is energy. 
While prices began to adjust in 2005 

should have bitten the bullet in 2002-031" and let prices 
adjust then. Now 

energy prices that will push inflation. He said that fiscal 
policy is key for controlling inflation. Last year 

increased 26 percent 

This year 

in revenues 

remain very high. \"We are still in a learning process about 
the need to link wages to productivity.\" The current nine 
percent GDP growth is \"not sustainable 

is to engineer a \"soft landing\" at 5-6 percent growth. On 
the monetary side 

sector accounts for only 10 percent of GDP 

interest rate adjustments are not very effective as a way to 
restrain economic activity. He noted that \"90 percent of our 
economy is still in cash.\" This will change over time 
Redrado said. It took Chile 15 years from its last crisis to 
adopt an inflation targeting system 

years. 


15. (SBU) Representative Carnahan asked about the effect of 
health care costs on inflation. Redrado said that health 

costs are a concern 

annual rate. The GOA has responded to this by negotiating 
price agreements covering 800 of the most commonly used 
pharmaceuticals. He also noted that \"human capital is the 
key component" in health care costs. Salary increases 
therefore will be a major driver to health care inflation 

and the GOA has to be cautious in its salary negotiations 
which will set the standard for salary increases for 


lyst Brittis Edman (please protect), in Thailand recently to gather details about the deportation and su 
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provincial employees and the private sector. 


16. (SBU) Representative English asked about how U.S. 
interest rates and China\'s exchange rate policies affected 
Argentina. Redrado said that since U.S. interest rates are 
the anchor for interest rates worldwide 

rates puts pressure on Argentine rates. In Redrado\'s view 
major reason for the dollar\'s strength against the Euro 
recently has been the rise in U.S. interest rates. Although 
core inflation in the U.S. is under control 

are still rising in the U.S. Eventually 

money flowing to the U.S. and less to emerging markets. 
However 

following its debt restructuring than Brazil 

high U.S. dollar debt exposure. Concerning China 

said that all the actors seemed to understand what each one 
had to do -- China to make their exchange rates more 
flexible 

Japanese to increase consumption -- but there was no 
coordination mechanism like the Plaza Accord to make them 
come about. 


17. (SBU) Redrado asked the senators and representatives what 
they thought about reform to the IMF and other international 
financial organizations. Senator Allard said that there was 

no consensus in the Congress yet. He liked the Metzer Report 
on reforms 

last resort 


oversight on the use of IMF funds for development. Redrado 
asked if a capital increase for the IMF would make it through 
the Congress. Senator Allard said it would depend on what 
reforms were adopted. Senator Grassley said that the World 
Bank was even more of a problem than the IMF 

would like to see World Bank funds go to specific projects 
not to governments. There also was a \"real feeling\" that 
some countries had wiped out their middle classes following 
World Bank tax policies. 


18. (SBU) Finally 

representatives for their views on the World Trade 
Organization and the Doha Round. Senator Grassley replied 
that we only have a year to get a deal done 

very unlikely that the Congress would re-authorize trade 
promotion authority. Senator Crapo said he was \"pessimistic\" 
that an agreement on agriculture could be reached after this 
trip. Between now and April is the key time. Senator 

Grassley said that the Europeans had to avoid \"letting the 
French tail wag the European dog\" to get an agreement done in 
time. 


anforcement authorities and chemists, began the physical verification of the 955 packets (twenty-two ' 
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19. (U) Ambassador Gutierrez hosted a working lunch for CODEL 
Grassley 

agricultural interests. Ruling PJ party Senator Roberto 

Daniel Urquia from the Province of Cordoba headed the 
Argentine delegation 

Maria del Carmen Alarcon from the Province of Santa Fe; Jorge 
Raul Giorgetti 

Representative Federico Pinedo from Buenos Aires city. The 
turnout was significant 

place on a Friday that was also a national holiday 

Senator Grassley joked that it would be impossible to find 

any U.S. legislators in Washington under similar 

circumstances. 


20. (SBU) Urquia began by offering the CODEL an overview of 
Argentine agriculture. He pointed out that Argentina expects 
a record soybean crop of around 40 million tons this year 

and in response to a question by Senator Grassley noted that 
such a bumper crop had been predicted by Argentine experts. 
Recent strength in soybean production has come about due to 
advances that result in higher yields per acre 

because large amounts of land once dedicated to livestock 
have been converted to farmland 

drought means that Argentina 

come in at approximately 13 million tons 

original estimate of 18 million tons 

Urquia ended his presentation by suggesting that Argentina 
Brazil 

maximize revenues all around. That idea failed to find favor 
with any members of the CODEL. 


21. (SBU) Senator Grassley prompted a lengthy discussion when 
he asked Urquia about Argentina 

produce biodiesel fuel. Urquia replied that he and his 
colleagues in Argentina 

for biofuels in Argentina. In fact 

Argentine Chamber of Deputies (House of Representatives 
equivalent) passed a framework law March 23 to spur 
production of fuels using soy 

added that the law will stimulate the production of oilseeds 
and corn. Urquia opined that the best legislative result for 
Argentina would be a law requiring a five percent biofuel 
content in all &regular8 fuel. Senator Grassley explained 
that six percent of the U.S. corn crop is currently dedicated 
to biofuel 

percent in three years. 
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22. (SBU) There followed a discussion regarding the relative 
merits of various crops as biofuel inputs 

Representative Peterson explaining why corn is the most 
efficient and most utilized such input in the U.S. Senator 
Urquia commented upon the EU\'s preference for rapeseed. 
Senator Grassley provided the Argentine delegation with a 
brief history of ethanol in the U.S. 

to structure production in order to allow farmers to maximize 


their benefits. Senator Crapo asked whether Argentina was 
considering using rapeseed for biofuel production 

Alarcon said that Argentine farmers are only looking at soy 
in that context at the moment. Alarcon added that she and 
her colleagues are concerned about the quality of biofuel 
saying no one wants to see a low-quality fuel ruin the engine 
of expensive agricultural machinery. Senator Grassley 
reassured her on the quality issue by explaining that every 
John Deere tractor coming off the plant near his home has a 
20 percent biofuel mixture in its fuel tank. 


23. (SBU) As the lunch ended 

lack of a real development bank 

producers at a significant disadvantage compared to their 
Brazilian competitors. He then asked the CODEL about 
possibilities for enhanced U.S.-Argentine agricultural 
cooperation on the national and provincial levels. 
Ambassador Gutierrez assigned the Agricultural Counselor to 
investigate such possibilities. 


24. (SBU) The CODEL then met with Secretary of Agriculture 
Miguel Campos and Undersecretary of Agriculture Fernando 
Nebbia. Campos began by stressing the need to work together 
in areas of common interest 

Encephalopathy (BSE 

as specific issues on which both countries have much common 
ground. He added that he is hoping for some \"strong signals\" 
of support from the U.S. Senator Grassley countered by 
pointing to the U.S.\'s groundbreaking agricultural offer at 

last December\'s WTO ministerial in Hong Kong 

Campos what more the U.S. needs to for its concessions to be 
recognized. Campos replied that he knows that Argentina and 
the U.S. have very different positions on subsidies 

there is a lot that the two countries can do together 

market access in particular. Nebbia said that Argentina 
realizes that the U.S. position at the WTO was a very strong 
starting point 

He said that Brazil is playing a role within the G-20 that 


e councils) in most areas of Sri Lanka except the north and the eastern district of Batticaloa. (Note: | 
would assist NCDR in its mine risk education efforts (ref B). PolOff conveyed the substance of ref A1 
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Argentina cannot accept (Note: Nebbia did not elaborate. End 
Note.) 

at the WTO on many issues 

market access progress in danger. Argentina understands the 
U.S. position atthe WTO 

Nebbia added. 


25. (SBU) Senator Grassley asked Campos to specify the type 
of signal he would like to see 

that the U.S. will allow better access for Argentine poultry 
citrus 

Argentina had given the U.S. the sort of help he is asking 

for when he took a chance and approved the import of bull 
semen and bovine embryos from the U.S. following the 
detection of 8 Β9Ε case there. Nebbia commented that the 
U.S. has an important role to play in pushing the EU to 

better its own offer on agriculture 

Representative English to express his mystification about why 
the U.S. should be held accountable at the WTO for EuropeVs 
actions. English said that Argentina is in a very powerful 
position if it is in some way unhappy with Brazil's G-20 

role; as a Mercosur member 

influence over Brazil than do many other nations. The U.S. 
has been \"carrying as much water\" as the G-20 for developing 
countries at the WTO 

made a particular effort to lead on issues that matter to 

those countries. English stressed that the Bush 
Administration\'s position at the WTO accurately reflects U.S. 
public opinion and the opinion of the U.S. Congress. 


26. (SBU) Nebbia replied that Argentina does not hold the 
U.S. responsible for Europe. Rather 

country with enough muscle to move the EU. (Note: Chief EU 
Trade Negotiator Peter Mandelson visited Buenos Aires the 
week following Grassley\'s visit 

in any changes to the positions of the EU or Argentina in the 
WTO. End Note.) Argentina appreciates that the U.S. has 
moved strongly on market access 

end of the day the process is still frozen 


matters. Representative Peterson asked why 

so concerned about exports 

via export taxes or shutting them down altogether as in the 
export ban on beef (Reftel B). Campos explained that 
Argentina is using export tax revenues to help the truly poor 
segment of its population. He questioned why the U.S. closes 
its markets to Argentine beef because of Foot and Mouth 
Disease 

Argentina when it temporarily shuts down exports to better 
feed its own people. Campos added that Argentina is not 
satisfied simply selling soy to the world 
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like to export dairy products like milk and cheese. Even 
with the five percent tax the GOA places on dairy exports 
Campos said 

in the world 

U.S. or European markets. 


27. (SBU) Ambassador Gutierrez asked Campos to clarify the 
GOA\'s export ban on beef 

purchase cooked Argentine beef and asking how those exports 
will be affected. Nebbia replied that all existing contracts 

will be honored 

measure that he hoped will have expired by the time the 
contracts to which the Ambassador referred need to be 
renewed. Campos then raised the same arguments about 
Argentina\'s festering dispute with Monsanto that the CODEL 
had heard earlier at the MFA. He told the CODEL that 
Argentina and the U.S. have always worked hand-in-hand 
regarding biotechnology 

threatening the future of Argentine agriculture. Senator 
Grassley said that Congress had hoped to hear of progress in 
this case 

in sight. Campos and Nebbia agreed with that analysis. 


28. (U) Senator Grassley did not clear this cable. 


29. (U) To see more Embassy Buenos Aires reporting 
website at: http//www.state.sgov.gov/p/wha/buenosaires 
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that lasted two hours and ten minutes. Despite all-too-clear 
political differences and barely concealed disdain 
atmosphere was polite 

their points across. Ma reviewed themes from his recent 
U.S. visit 

developing cross-Strait relations on the basis of the \"1992 
consensus.\" Chen challenged the existence of the \"92 
Consensus 

criticized the KMT for obstructing progress on arms 
procurement. Chen called for constitutional reform; Ma 
responded that the people want the government to focus on 
economic issues. Neither leader struck knockout blows with 
their arguments 

minds in Taiwan\'s polarized society. However 

that Taiwan should at least try to improve cross-Strait 
relations to strengthen the economy and reduce tensions may 
have some resonance here. End summary. 


2. (C) KMT Chairman Ma Ying-jeou and President Chen 
Shui-bian met at the Presidential Office on April 3 for what 


Political Scene Summary ------- 1. Austria\'s fourth largest banking group, BAWAG P.S.K. (BAWAG 
h Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, informed the Charge April 3 that the Amir appreciated the President\'s 
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turned into a two-hour and ten minute live-television debate. 

Ma had requested the meeting immediately upon his return to 
Taiwan from the U.S. Chen quickly extended an invitation and 

the time for the meeting was set late last week. Chen was 
accompanied by Presidential Office Secretary General Mark 

Chen and Deputy Secretary General Cho Jung-tai. Ma was 
accompanied by KMT Secretary General Chan Chuen-po and KMT 
Deputy Policy Director Chang Jung-kung. 


3. (C) In his five-minute opening remarks 

congratulated Ma on the success of his U.S. visit 

though he disagreed with Ma on many important policy issues. 
Ma reviewed the \"five no\'s\" and \"five do\'s\" cross-Strait 
policies he stated while in the U.S. He noted that his \"five 
no\'s\" were the same ones Chen introduced in his 2000 
inaugural address (but has repeatedly refused to restate). 

Ma emphasized that the 192 Consensus 

\"one China 

cross-Strait relations and increased economic opportunities 
for Taiwan. He urged Chen to accept the \"92 consensus\" in 
order to break the cross-Strait impasse. Chen challenged the 
term \"92 Consensus!" and argued that China only accepted the 
\"one China principle 

Interpretations.\" Chen urged Ma to have Lien Chan ask PRC 
President Hu Jintao state publicly that the \"92 consensus\" 
means \"one China 

upcoming visit to China 

outcome if Hu is willing to make such a public statement. 


4. (C) Chen said Ma was naive to believe that the PRC could 
be trusted to honor a 30-50 year interim peace agreement. 
Chen argued that the status quo should be defined as 
preserving Taiwan\'s democracy 

on preserving peace across the Strait. Chen made a pitch for 
constitutional reform 

is a basic democratic right of the people. Ma urged Chen to 
focus on the economy 

economy 


5. (C) Chen blamed the KMT for the prolonged arms 
procurement delay. Ma said the KMT supports reasonable arms 
procurement 

supported by public opinion 

political issues for obstructing progress on the issue. Ma 
challenged Chen\'s decision to V'cease the 
functioning/application\" of the National Unification 
Council/Guidelines (NUC/NUG) 

that the NUC and NUG still exist. According to Ma 
accomplished nothing for his efforts to \"abolish the NUC/NUG 
except to cause domestic political turmoil and friction with 

the U.S. and others.\" Responding that he had compromised 


1ission (CEC) officials warned international donors that the CEC faced insolvency unless it received ir 
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with the U.S. in adopting the term \"ceasing 

that he was using the term in the same sense as 
when saying that an enterprise had ceased to function. 


6. (C) Comment: Even within the polite framework of this 
courtesy call as debate 
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their contrasting policy orientations. The two also showed 
their contrasting styles. Chen spoke at length 
extemporaneously while Ma worked his way through pages of 
notes. Partisans for Green and Blue will find reasons to 
proclaim their man the winner. The critical question may be 
who benefited from a draw. 

YOUNG 


59105 

59106 

59107 

picture that emerges: each side feels a measure of 
vindication by the poll result 

its next move. The hawk claims Thaksin is ready to claim 
victory and forge ahead. The opposition leader said the 
protesters are ready to resume demonstrations. According to 
the dove 

summary. 


THAKSIN WILL FIGHT 


2. (C) Ambassador spoke to PM Thaksin\'s close advisor 
Pansak Vinyaratn 

Thaksin would vanquish his foes and continue in office. 
Pansak portrayed the election results as a success for TRT. 
He said that 

press 

the vote in Bangkok. He predicted they would sweep the north 
and northeast. With well over half the vote nationwide 
Thaksin would have a mandate. Nevertheless 

appearance on TV tonight 

national reconciliation government to oversee constitutional 
reform. Thaksin was resigned to the likelihood that that 
government would last about a year 

new elections again. 


3. (C) Pansak said there would be no crackdown on 
government opponents 

the country again. Demonstrations would be permitted 
only if they were carried out according to law 


UNMIS officials to discuss how UNMIS is tracking SAF withdrawal. They shared the following. 2. (S 
s (IIC) investigation of three Irish companies implicated in the UN\'s Oil-for-Food (OFF) program scaı 
:d in Diyarbakir and Batman over the April 1-2 weekend, but picked up elsewhere in southeast Turkey 
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or violence. The so-called V'coup without tanks" has failed 
Pansak said 

would step down. He admitted that the party had erred badly 
in the handling of the Shin Corp sale. 


THE OPPOSITION WILL FIGHT 


4.(C) Democrat Party stalwart Surin Pitsuwan spoke to the 
ambassador from his native South 

the elections. He said that the single TRT candidate got 
only 12 percent of the vote in his district 

total was expected to fall with successive re-votes. 
Therefore 

that constituency. (Many other districts 

South 

opposition was prepared to launch more demonstrations 
starting April 7 

citizens in Bangkok who voted \"no\" to turn out in \"endless 
demonstrations.\" 


GIVE PEACE A CHANCE 


5.(C) Deputy PM Surakiart Sathirathai 

\'doves\' confirmed that the PM would likely offer a government 
of national reconciliation as his opening gambit. 

Surakiart\'s assessment 

analyzing the situation 

we 


COMMENT 


6. (C) We agree that Thaksin will be weighing his options 
while the vote count is still coming in. We expect the 
opposition to flat-out reject the olive branch of a national 
reconciliation government. As was the case before the 
election 

hand. It would be very uncharacteristic of Thaksin to step 
aside now 

his authority 

palatable to the opposition and to the many people who 
voted 

BOYCE 
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dramatic climax on April 1 

accompanied by armed supporters 

and clashed violently with supporters of Mahmoud Abaza 
led a revolt against Gomaa that began in January. 


1 (d). This is a joint Embassy/ConGen cable. 1. (C) Summary. The Lutheran World Federation (LV 
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Ultimately 

and 14 others were arrested 

including attempted murder. Wafd partisans who fought back 
have also been criticized for their violent excesses on April 

4 

recognized Abaza-ally Mustafa Tawil as the new head of the 
party - vindicates the Abaza camp and marks an ignominious 
end to Gomaavs political career. The Abaza camp\'s 
consolidation of their victory against the party\'s old guard 
potentially paves the way for a revival of Egypt\'s faded but 
venerable liberal opposition party. End summary. 


2. (C) Between 8 and 9 A.M. on April 1 

leader No\'man Gomaa and a group of armed supporters forcibly 
entered party headquarters in Dokki 

just west of downtown Cairo. The relatively few party 

personnel present in the building were quickly and violently 
routed 

leader Mahmoud Abaza and acting party president Mustafa 
Tawil 

his people. Gomaa and his gang were soon greatly outnumbered 
by Abaza loyalists 

which they periodically discharged - injuring several Wafd 
personnel 

around 11 A.M. Gomaa\'s chief partner in the raid was Wafd MP 
Ahmed Nasser 

arrested in the late 1980s for firing a pistol into the air 

at a public rally. 


3. (C) A group of Abaza loyalists arrived at the Public 
Prosecution around midday to file a formal complaint and 
request police intervention. Mahmoud Abaza himself arrived 
on the scene by 1 p.m. and began urging riot police deployed 
outside of the building to intervene - a request they were 
reluctant to accede to. Throughout the afternoon 

sides exchanged volleys of stones 

occasional Molotov cocktail. An eyewitness source from 
Abaza\'s camp told us he were ashamed of the behavior of 
\"thugs\" from their own side 

Gomaavs gang 

acknowledged that Abaza partisans were the first to throw 
Molotovs. Several rooms in the historic mansion were 
destroyed by fire 


nary: LeTourneau\'s attorney on March 30 accepted Peru\'s offer of compensation for road construct 


IRMED CASES IN RAFAH; CULLING TO BEGIN IMMEDIATELY REF: JERUSALEM 1327 AND PRE 
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including gunshot wounds. Among those shot was Abaza 
supporter Mahmoud Ali 

foot. Ali is well known to the Embassy in his capacity as 
head of the Egyptian Association to Support Democracy 
received a ΜΕΡΙ grant for a project encourage political 
participation among youth. Ali is in stable condition. 


4. (C) By late afternoon 

mansion by scores of Abaza supporters 

gathered at the compound entrance 

approximately 6 p.m. 

passage out of the building. At this point 

carved a passage through the crowd and backed an armored 
truck into the gate. Gomaa 

transported out in the van 

Public Prosecutor\'s office announced later in the evening 
that the 15 would be held for four days on suspicion of 
attempted murder 


5. (C) Noman Gomaa 

school 

death of Fouad Serageldin 

party\'s founding fathers. Gomaa soon became unpopular within 
the party for his conservative 

leadership style and his intolerance of dissent. Many 
prominent personalities 

Nour 

within the party 

until his humiliating third place finish in the September 

2000 presidential elections. After a campaign replete with 
embarrassments and missteps 

votes (barely half of Ayman Nour\'s showing). The result 
prompted leading party members to quietly call for Gomaa to 
step down. Gomaa brushed aside the calls 

members 

co-founded the party in the early 20th century 

preparations to unseat him. Abaza was joined in his efforts 
by Party Secretary-General Fouad Badrawi 

prominent businessman Mouneer Fakhry Abdel Nour. 


6. (C) Finally 
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party\'s central board in late January 

expelled by an extraordinary party General Assembly in 
February. However 

dismissed the General Assembly as invalid 

the GOE\'s Political Parties Committee (PPC) 

and regulates Egyptian political parties 

him as party head. In late March 

Nour assured us that PPC recognition of Gomaa\'s expulsion was 
only a matter of time 

irreversibly removed. \"We have the newspaper 

accounts 

boasted Abdel Nour during a recent meeting with poloff 
\"Gomaa has a handful of supporters and a six year old piece 
of paper that says he\'s the chairman.\" 


7.(C) Gomaa\'s precious GOE document recognizing him as 
Chairman of the Wafd was finally taken away with the 
announcement by Safwat el-Sherif on midday 

PPC was recognizing Mustafa Tawil (Abaza\'s ally) as the new 
Chairman of the Wafd. Until this announcement 

been considerable speculation and debate as to what the 
stance of the GOE was and whether it would recognize the 
party\'s new leadership or stand aside and cynically let the 
party\'s rival factions devour each other - and effectively 
remove another potential rival from the scene. 


8. (C) Abdel Nour insisted to poloff in late March (reftel) 

that it was merely a question of time and modalities until 

the PPC recognized the new leadership. He was confident that 
PPC chairman (and NDP Secretary-General) Safwat el-Sherif was 
sympathetic and ready to work with Wafd to allow it to 
complete its leadership transition 

sides were working to ensure that this recognition would be 
legally air-tight and invulnerable to challenge. Abdel 

Noun\'s assertions were proven correct with the PPC\'s April 3 
move to recognize the new leadership 

expedited by the events of April 1. 


9. (C) Gomaa met with PPC chairman Sherif on March 29. While 
no details of this meeting were made public 

plausible in hindsight that Sherif advised Gomaa that PPC 
acknowledgment of his removal was inevitable 

Gomaa into a state of blind rage 

go out in a blaze of glory. A March 30 court decision 

throwing out a suit by Abaza to legally ban Gomaa from 

setting foot on party HQ 

calculations. 


of our support for the Transitional Federal Government, specifying that our support for counter-terror 
tion and Entrepreneurship from April 1-3, which brought together public and private leaders to discuss 
iunsellor for Terriorist Financing. Kannike thanked the USG for sharing this information. The GOE ha 


r. In a follow-up conversation on April 3, Klein said that Dr. Hubert Hrabcik, Director General for Publ 
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10. (C) The chaotic and violent events of April 1 spell an 
indignant end to Noman Gomaavs political career. Egyptian 
editorialists and commentators reacted to the event with 
nearly universal disgust 

incident reflected very badly on Gomaavs judgment and 
character - though many also allocated blame to the Abaza 
camp for its violent reaction and to the government 

for being too passive or for quietly fanning the flames. 


11. (C) The April 3 PPC recognition of Tawil as party leader 


formalizing and finalizing Abaza\'s torturously slow overthrow 
of Gomaa 

it and open a new chapter. Further intra-party fighting 
cannot be ruled out: A small camp within the party that had 
called for a V'third way!" - neither with Gomaa nor with Abaza 
will now have to reconcile to the new reality 

leadership elections (Tawil was elected as a transitional 
leader) will happen sometime later this year. At that time 
party sources tell us 

others are likely to compete for the permanent leadership 
post. 


12. (C) Nonetheless 

acknowledging the Abaza camp 

that Gomaa does not have the confidence of the party\'s 
leadership or membership 

the party. Abaza and his allies can now combine their 
secular 

political and economic woes 

prestigious V'brand name" and a national political 
organization to support it. 

RICCIARDONE 
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Jerusalem 

that have dealings with the Palestinian Authority 

there should be no contact between US government 
officials and PA officials who are under the authority 

of the Prime Minister or any other minister in the 
Hamas-led government. This includes ... working-level 
officials in those ministries. On Sunday 

quoted former President Bill Clinton as saying in a 
weekend interview with BBC-TV that he backs dialogue 
with the Hamas-led government if several conditions are 
met 


JVaybi at the Regional Embassy Office Basrah (REO). Al LuVaybi refuted concerns of oil smuggling th 
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reported that on Sunday 

Chinese news agency Xinhua 

Zahar 

Hamas\'s desire to eliminate Israel and replace it with 
an Islamic state. On Sunday 

Palestinian PM Ismail Haniyeh\'s political adviser 
Ahmed Yousef 

US 

cover for Hamas activity. Over the weekend 

media reported on Haniyeh\'s call to end public displays 
of weapons 


On Sunday 

the weekend the IDF pounded the northern Gaza Strip 
with a massive artillery 

targeting Qassam launch sites. All media reported that 
two Israeli Arabs were arrested in the Bet SheVan area 
on Sunday on suspicion of planning a terrorist attack. 
They were unarmed. All media reported that the police 
had declared a high alert in northern Israel. 


HaVaretz reported that last Wednesday 

Election Day 

purchase houses and settle Jews in Jerusalem 
neighborhoods 

and sensitive compounds in two East Jerusalem 
neighborhoods 

Olives). 


Yediot reported that Attorney General Menachem Mazuz 
said that the agreement between the Hebron settlers and 
the IDF and the state prosecutor\'s office 

provided for the voluntary evacuation of settlers from 

the city\'s wholesale market 

was quoted as saying that the agreement 

that the settlers could eventually return to the 

market 


HaVaretz reported that Arab banks holding accounts 
belonging to the PA have recently tried to convince the 
PA to withdraw its assets from the banks. HaVaretz 
wrote that the Arab banks apparently fear that banks in 
the US and other Western countries could impose 
sanctions on them for holding terrorism-related money. 


Yediot cited The Washington Post as saying that Iran 
would respond to an attack on its nuclear installations 
with a worldwide terror offensive. Yediot wrote that 
The Washington Post cited an unnamed terrorism and 
intelligence expert. Major media cited an Iranian 
announcement that Iran devised the \"fastest and most 


ou have any questions, please contact Rebecca Rohrer at Tel.(246)228-8070 or Fax. (246) 228-8589 


BERT R. DOWNES FOR 1.4 (D) ------- Summary ------- 1. (C) The National Assembly\'s Permaner 
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advanced\" torpedo in the world. Maariv reported that 
Israeli Foreign Ministry official Meir Yitzhaki was 

chosen to represent Western countries at a professional 
advisory committee to the UN General Assembly dealing 
with WMD proliferation. Maariv noted that the 
committee has been inactive for three years. 


HaVaretz reported that American televangelist John 
Hagee told Jewish American community leaders over the 
weekend that the 40 million evangelical Christians in 

the US support Israel and that he plans to utilize this 
power by launching a Christian pro-Israel lobby -- 
Christians United for Israel. Hagee was quoted as 
saying that the new lobby will be more powerful than 
AIPAC. 


HaVaretz cited the hope of Israeli and Palestinian 
professors that the modest math exhibition that opened 

on Sunday in the Bloomfield Science Museum in Jerusalem 
will be the progenitor of a Palestinian science museum. 


Yediot reported that Egypt plans to turn the Taba 
border crossing into a large duty-free zone in order to 
attract Israeli tourists to the Sinai. 


The Jerusalem Post quoted Israeli and Jordanian Health 
Ministry representatives as saying that 

after the discovery of bird flu in the area 

and international health authorities are being 

cautiously optimistic about their progress in combating 
the disease in the region 

are still unable to predict its spread. 


Major media reported that on Sunday 
State Condoleezza Rice and British Foreign Secretary 
Jack Straw made a surprise visit to Baghdad. 


Yediot reported that Shimon Peres 


will meet with Pope Benedict XVI at the Vatican on 
Thursday. 


Senior Middle East affairs analyst Zvi BarVel wrote in 
independent 
hierarchy of principles 


sideration will be given by the United States to the candidature of India. WOLFF 

1 that careful consideration will be given by the United States to the candidature of Switzerland. WOLI 
pond that careful consideration will be given by the United States to the candidature of the Republic o 
will respond that careful consideration will be given by the United States to the candidature of the Cze 
reful consideration will be given by the United States to the candidature of Malaysia. WOLFF 


Column 3 

distinction between righteousness and interests. It is 
... even justified that interests take priority. Even 
Hamas understands this.\" 


HaVaretz editorialized: VIf the Palestinians have 
chosen to ignite even the region Israel has evacuated 
it is a worrisome precedent with regard to future 
withdrawals. Accordingly 

weakness. \" 


Senior op-ed writer Akiva Eldar commented in Hal'aretz: 
\"Labor and Meretz must not join a \'no partner\' 
government under any circumstances.... Without peace 
there will be no money to raise the minimum wage or old- 
age stipends in any event.\" 


Political parties commentator Sima Kadmon wrote in mass- 
circulation 

fraud. A blatant violation of a campaign promise. The 
nightmare of anyone who voted for the Labor Party as a 
left wing party 

government.\" 


Block Quotes: 


|. VLet Hamas Do lts Work" 


Senior Middle East affairs analyst Zvi BarVel wrote in 
independent 

American hierarchy of principles 

distinction between righteousness and interests. It is 
not surprising and is even justified that interests 

take priority. Even Hamas understands this. And not 
only today. It demonstrated this when it declared the 
first cease-fire 

name to tahdiya (calm). It is also acting this way 

now 

in referring to Israel.... No disaster would occur 

the plan for unilateral convergence would not be 
hindered one bit if Israel\'s new ministers soon begin 
to meet with their Palestinian colleagues -- not 
heaven forbid 

jointly forge a political solution 

coordinate administrative matters 

not emerge any stronger from such meetings. After all 
they are already the elected government. On the 
contrary 

this would demonstrate that it recognizes Israel. And 
there is another latent issue: Rice noted that 
Washington supported the disengagement plan from Gaza 
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among other reasons 

unilateral step \'was ultimately coordinated with the 
Palestinians.\' This is a not very subtle hint to those 
who still believe in a unilateral withdrawal or who 
think that the previous withdrawal was truly 
unilateral. If this is also going to be the American 
condition in the future 

recognizing the new \'non partners." 


II. WEnsuring Convergence" 


HaVaretz editorialized (April 2): \"Ensuring peace and 
quiet in the south [of Israel] and creating an 

effective balance of deterrence with the Palestinians 

in Gaza is very important. Kadima\'s achievement in the 
elections was smaller than the party had hoped 

that will cast a shadow over attempts by Olmert to 
implement his convergence plan. Continued terror in 
the Negev will make it difficult to persuade others 

that if the attempt to move ahead with the road map 

fails 

should be implemented. If the Palestinians have chosen 
to ignite even the region Israel has evacuated 
worrisome precedent with regard to future withdrawals. 
Accordingly 

he does not 

take aggressive measures against the Qassam launchers 
as it began to do on Saturday." 


lll. WPeace Talks First 


Senior op-ed writer Akiva Eldar commented in HaVaretz 
(April 3): Who said last week's elections were a 
referendum on the issue of dividing the land of 
Israel?.... Less than a week later 

officials are involved in coalition negotiations to 
determine which party will get the Ministry of 
Finance.... Perhaps the Hamas victory has already put 
paid to the vision of peace 

that Abu Mazen is not a partner for a final agreement. 
Labor and Meretz must not join a Vno partner 
government under any circumstances. In light of the 
abyss gaping below us 

every possible effort to renew talks with the 
Palestinians. Amir Peretz and Meretz chairman Yossi 
Beilin must focus their coalition negotiations on an 
uncompromising demand to form a coalition for 
negotiations. Without peace 

raise the minimum wage or old-age stipends in any 
event. V" 
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IV. VLaboring to Fool Us" 


Political parties commentator Sima Kadmon wrote in mass- 
circulation 

is a fraud. A blatant violation of a campaign promise. 
The nightmare of anyone who voted for the Labor Party 
as a left wing party 

government. Not to mention those who were persuaded to 
vote for Labor just to strengthen it in Kadima\'s 
government. Even a country with a memory as short as 
ours has not yet forgotten Peretz\'s promise not to sit 

in one government with the Likud.... A coalition 
partnership between the Labor Party and the National 
Union-National Religious Party? Really 

limit.... Let us not be confused: The government for 
which the right wing parties are striving is intended 

only for one thing: To postpone 

process of separation from the Palestinians. And what 
does Peretz want? He too wants only one thing: To be 
prime minister. And if on the way it is possible to 

send Olmert to the devil 

Itzik: So much the better. Anyone who thinks this is a 
tactic 

Olmert 

Peretz\'s appetite reaches much further than a 
ministerial position.... Peretz would do well to come 

to his senses quickly. To acknowledge the fact that 
Kadima is the largest party 

form the government 

If this does not happen 

the insane prices that the public will pay on the way 

to forming the government. He will pay a heavy 
personal price for not keeping his promises. There is 

a deep abyss between me and the Likud -- he said on the 
eve of the elections. There will be such an abyss 
between him and his voters.\" 


The Director of the Interdisciplinary Center\'s Global 
Research in International Affairs Center 

Barry Rubin 

Jerusalem Post: \"It is ... dangerous for the US 
government to do what can certainly be called \'the 
right thing\' in theory.\" 
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Block Quotes: 


“When VBeing RightV Is Bad Policy" 


The Director of the Interdisciplinary Center\'s Global 
Research in International Affairs Center 

Barry Rubin 

Jerusalem Post (April 3): WPeople tend to like those 
who are on their side. American and other coalition 
forces fight and risk their lives largely to protect 

the majority from terrorists whom they despise. As 
long as this relationship continues the US task in Iraq 
may be heavy but it is not impossible. But what if 
that equation should change; what if 

saying 

in power 

Americans 

The anti-American forces in Iraq would increase 

very rough terms 

population (i.e. 

even more. Such a situation would make what has gone on 
in Iraq so far seem like a picnic by comparison. That 
is why it is so dangerous for the US government to do 
what can certainly be called \'the right thing\' in 
theory.... For the US government to take sides with 
Sunni and Kurds against [Acting Prime Minister Ibrahim 
Al-Jaafari] injects America into lraqi internal 

politics in a way that will not endear it to the Iraqi 
majority... If [President Bush] actually thinks that 

the US should stay until the insurgency is repressed 
and an ideal democracy is installed 

is heading for far more trouble than it has yet 
accumulated." 


JONES 
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questionnaire will be completed in order to gain the views 
of farmers and their communities about the use of the 
genetically engineered potato. The chief researcher told 
post that the ARC is working closely with the GMO 
RegistrarVs office to ensure that trials are on the right 
track 

field trials before submitting a formal application for 
commercialization to the GMO Registrar. 


21. (SBU) The potato contains a Syngenta-developed gene in 
South African cultivars engineered to resist the tuber moth 
which is particularly important for small-scale farmers 

storing their potatoes after harvest. The contained trials 


iosure patterns consistent with avian influenza have all tested negative for the virus (ref B). Asymptor 
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are taking place in six regions 

ecological areas of South Africa. Five of the six planting 
trials are completed. Recent storage trials show 100 
percent control of the moth. 


22. (U) The ARC is also working on a drought-resistant 
soybean 

Belgium. The earliest that the soybean could be 
commercialized would be 2009 as they still need two more 
years of multi-locality field trials. The group is also 
working on a virus-resistant ornamental plant 

shown some success; a virus resistant sweet potato that has 
not been successful due to weevil problems; and virus 
resistant tomatoes. It also is working on gene mining 
projects on cow peas 

develop genes that will help resource-poor farmers. 


A La eee FUTURE OF 
AGRICULTURAL BIOTECH IN SOUTH AFRICA - BEYOND POTATOES AND 
CORN 


23. (SBU) The South African Parliament is currently debating 
proposed amendments to the GMO Act. ARC researchers believe 
that rules under the Cartagena Protocol of Biosafety will be 
more restrictive to research 

commercialization of new products than the proposed 
amendments. ARC remains hopeful that the new amendments 
will not be too restrictive or expensive. 

24. (SBU) Comment. Agricultural biotech is well-entrenched 
in South Africa. While a few 

groups still question the safety of GMOs 

consumer in South Africa pays little attention. GMO crops 
that are in place will be difficult 

dislodge. Farmers appreciate the vale added by GMO seeds 
and crops and will be reluctant to return to non-GMO 
products. Meanwhile 

of research and activities. The government is actively 
encouraging the expanse of biotech research 

South Africa as a biotech leader not only for Africa 

for the developing world. The government would be hard- 
pressed to now begin decrying the folly of biotech 

see no sign that is disposed to do so. 

TEITELBAUM 
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CRIME BOSSES FOR PROTECTION 


Classified By: Amb. John M. Evans for reasons 1.4 (b 


(d) 1. (C) Summary: Australian trade officials negotiating an FTA with Malaysia believe their negotiat 
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1. (C) A short 

in opposition weekly Iravunk 

official had information that \"religious sects 

particular Mormons and Pentecostals 

with \"well known criminals who protected the \"sects\' 
interests\" presumably against the government. Iravunk Board 
Chairman Hayk Babukhanian 

publication of the story 

credible and the allegations were factual. Babukhanian told 
us he would provide further details after gaining permission 
from his source. 


2. (C) The Head of the Armenian Prime Minister\'s National 
Minorities and Religious Issues Department Hranush Kharatian 
asserted she was unaware of \"anything like this going on.\" 
She thanked us for keeping her informed 

into the story and the allegations 

updates. 


3. (C) Church of Latter-day Saints President Lamar 
Bartholomew dismissed the article as an \"unequivocally false\" 
attempt by the GOAM to discredit the Mormon religion. He 
claimed that the article was retribution against the Church 

of Latter-day Saints for reporting an incident in which two 
Mormon missionaries claimed they had been assaulted by police 
officers in Yerevan. 


4. (Ο) Yerevan-based Andre Carbonneau 

coordinating legal defense for the Jehovah\'s Witnesses 
alleged the article was further evidence of \"government 
surveillance 

were trying to influence conscientious objectors to avoid 
military service. \"It seems obvious that the Government is 
searching for ways to accuse Jehovah\'s Witnesses of acting 
illegally. It is not surprising that they would do the same 

to other groups 


COMMENT: EVERYONE SCRAMBLING 
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5. (C) Representatives of the Church of Latter-day Saints and 
the JehovahYs Witnesses told us that they would work through 
the Prime Minister\'s Religious Issues office to try to find 

the source of the article and the allegations. We will 

continue to closely monitor the situation here as each side 
presents a very different story. 

EVANS 


59112 

exports;\" the trip of an Argentine delegation to the 
EU to try to stop Monsanto\'s steps for the collection 
of royalties on its RR transgenic soy; and the visit 

of Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands to Buenos Aires. 
Daily-of-record \"La Nacion!" carries an op-ed piece 
explaining the alleged reasons for India becoming a 
new US ally 

against humanity committed in Liberia. Leading 
\"Clarin\" carries an editorial on the US immigration 
policy. 


2. OPINION PIECES AND KEY STORIES 
- \"Iran rejects UN ultimatum\" 


Daily-of-record \"La Nacion!" reports (03/31) \"In a new 
challenge testing UN Security Council unity 

bluntly rejected the UN virtual ultimatum for the 
Islamic republic to stop its enriched-uranium related 
activities in no longer than 30 days. 


V... The US is the country that pushes most to impose 
sanctions on Tehran in spite of the fact that 

according to analysts 

costly for the US economy itself... 


\"Analysts agree that 

eventual sanctions is limited to possibly banning 
Iranian government officialsV trips 

abroad 

Germany World Cup.\" 


- VIndia 


Daily-of-record \"La Nacion\" carries an op-ed piece by 
Carlos Perez Llana 

Relations 

\"During US President Bush\'s recent visit to India 

US and India reached a historic deal on nuclear 
cooperation. If the US Congress ratifies it 


riation security protection. 2. Embassy understands that no assistance is required. POST ACCESS: 
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will stop suffering isolation in spite of being a \'de 
factoW nuclear power not endorsing the NPT. In this 
way 

- a friendly country is forgiven while others 

Iran 


\"This deal is a turning point in the US policy on non 
proliferation... 


\"The US and India share a concern - how to manage 
China\'s increasing progress as a power... 


\"The US and India have similar interests in the 
Islamic world. For Washington 

is in the region 

presence in its territory troublesome... The \'clash of 
civilizations\' in India is more than a hypothesis 
radical trends have appeared in both Hinduism and 
Islamism. 


\"Also 

issue) from the region 

assumed in the Iran case. Additionally 

India are also concerned about the eventual 
destabilization of two regimes - Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia. Destabilization could place Pakistan\'s nuclear 
and missile secrets and the Saudi oil income in Al 
Qaeda\'s hands. 


\"This complex network of interests explains the sense 
and nature of the US-Indian nuclear cooperation deal. 
It is a strong bet between the superpower and an 
emerging power... aimed at guaranteeing stability in 
Asia and post-Cold War international balance.\" 


- VFATF insists that Argentine legislators label 
VterrorismV as a crime\" 


Business-financial 

(03/31) \"After the approval of the anti-money 
laundering legislation 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF)\s demands 
president 

progress on labeling \'terrorism\' as a crime and help 
the Executive Branch in obtaining a greater 
coordination among anti-money laundering institutions. 


Y... The truth is that the draft bill is still far 
from the FATFYs demands 


ı North Korea in the near-term, -- hoped for high-level U.S. participation at an upcoming Track Two d 


Μ 1231 AND PREVIOUS PA completes culling in Rafah ------------------------------ 1. (SBU) PA Agricul 
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Government to win time and pass the FATF\'s evaluation 
in the June international meeting to be held in Paris. 


\"What is still pending is labeling terrorism as a 
crime in the Criminal Code as well as the cases in 
which someone should be prosecuted for Vterrorism 
financing." 


- The US criticizes Argentinas brake on exports V" 


Silvia Naishtat 

(03/31) \"The Argentine Foreign Ministry tried to 
downplay a document released by the US Department of 
Agriculture 

brake on meat exports for 180 days. The document 
suggests that the interests of US corporations are 

being affected. Without mentioning them 

Campbell Soup... and Finexcor 

storage plant in the country 

Cargill. 


\"According to the document 
sacrifice will serve the country to win the battle 
against inflation... V 


- V(Argentine) official mission to Europe due to 
Monsanto" 


Alejandra Groba 

Cronista 

government delegation will travel to the EU and meet 
with Brussels authorities and the Customs Houses of 
four other countries in order to put a brake on 
Monsanto\'s steps. Monsanto has delayed eight ships 
loading Argentine soy flour at European ports and has 
sued the purchasers of those cargos for damages as a 
way to press for payment of royalties on its RR- 
transgenic soy. 


V According to an Argentine agricultural government 
official 

to prove is that \'Monsanto\'s Vmodus operandiV is a 
strategic argument that the company is using to wield 
pressure because Monsanto does not need to delay ships 
in Europe in order to prove that the flour contains 

the RR-gene - it can do it in the country. What it is 

really seeking is to intimidate the Government and 
producers and obtain international support for its 
demands." 


3. EDITORIALS 
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- VLatin Power in the US\" 


An editorial in leading \"Clarin\" reads (03/31) \"Recent 
large Latin demonstrations in several US cities 
recalled human rights mobilizations of past decades... 
These protest demonstrations were a sign of the 
increasing influence of the Hispanic people on US 
society. 


\"There is anew 
of US society 
minority... 


\"Immigration policies can be both a tool of social 
integration and of exclusion. In the latter case 
deprives a great number of people of the civil rights 
enjoyed by the rest of the citizens. 


\"Recent demonstrations revealed that the US is a multi- 
cultural society 

therefore 

guarantees.\" 


- \"The judgment of Liberian crimes\" 


Daily-of-record \"La Nacion\" editorializes (03/31) \"The 
moment of truth is getting closer for former Liberian 
dictator Charles Taylor 

first president of an African country to face an 
international court for having committed crimes 
against humanity. 


Y... While Taylor is waiting to assume his 
responsibility 

been deployed in Liberia must stay in the country to 
guarantee stability and support the popularly-elected 
president. One should not rule out that the former 
dictator will attempt to destabilize once again the 
political scenario of his country and escape justice. 


\"Our country 

the UN Security Council 

continuity of the multinational peace force in 
Liberia..." 


To see more Buenos Aires reporting 
classified website at: 


Column 3 
http://www .state.sqov.gov/p/wha/buenosaires 


The Media Reaction Report reflects articles and 
opinions by the cited news media and do not 
necessarily reflect U.S. Embassy policy or views. The 
Public Affairs Section does not independently verify 
information. The report is intended for internal U.S. 
Government use only. 


GUTIERREZ 
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doubted it was such a large sum. Credit Suisse did not deny 
reports of the gold movement. The OGPFI has also claimed 
that Iran repatriated from western banks a total of about 

700 tonnes of gold and $20 billion in other assets 

presumably in response to the threat of sanctions over 

Iran\'s nuclear program. Meanwhile 

Credit Suisse and UBS each announced that they would cease 
their commercial relations with Iran. End summary. 


2.(SBU) The Swiss newspaper \"La Liberte\" and several other 
dailies reported on March 30 that the Iranian Government had 
repatriated 250 tonnes of gold from Switzerland during 
October and November 2005. The reports also cited the 
Iranian opposition group OGFPI as claiming the Iranian 
government repatriated a total of 700 tonnes of gold and 
more than $20 billon from other western banks during the 
same period. In Switzerland 

Central Bank 

Credit Suisse in Zurich. Credit Suisse did not deny reports 

of the repatriation. According to the press 

believe the gold might have been stored in a duty-free 
warehouse to avoid Swiss customs. As for Switzerland\'s 
largest bank 

involvement in lranian gold transfers. 


3.(SBU) According to a monthly publication called 
\"Jetstream 

carried on at least three Air Iran cargo jets that landed at 
Zurich Kloten Airport in October and November 2005. 
Jetstream wrote that the plane spotters found the landings 
notable 

The dates and types of planes are as follows: 


-- October 24 
-- November 14 and 23 - Airbus A 300 


4.(SBU) Swiss officials have been publicly non-committal on 
the alleged transfer -- likewise in private conversation. 
The deputy Near East chief at the Department of Foreign 


Column 3 

Affairs said she had no information on the issue. One 
employee of the Swiss Banking Commission researched the 
issue at Poloff\'s request and replied April 3 with the 
following information: The report of the gold repatriation 
cannot be excluded; such repatriation would not violate any 
international sanctions; a Swiss financial institution would 
not have been required to file a suspicious activity report 
as long as it was satisfied that the gold movement was a 
legitimate action of the Iranian Central Bank; if any 

Iranian gold repatriation took place 

if it was that large 

250 tonnes of cargo on three aircraft (the official 

estimated that a 747 could carry 100 tonnes 

50 tonnes each). 


5.(SBU) Our Banking Commission contact also described the 
allegations as consistent with other recent developments 
between Iran and Swiss financial institutions. On January 
22 

Iran 

repatriation of its foreign assets for fear of western 
sanctions. Credit Suisses management followed with a 
January 23 decision not to engage in new banking relations 
or renew expiring contracts with Iran or Syria. According 

to Swiss National Bank data 

totaled Sfr.2 billion ($1.5 billion) 

Credit Suisse. 


Comment 


6.(SBU) Swiss banking privacy laws forbid government 
employees from sharing banking information absent a mutual 
legal assistance treaty request. Given this fact 

indicating that the Iranian gold repatriation cannot be 
excluded\" may be as much indication as could be expected 
that the story might be credible 
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250 tonnes reported in the press. Nonetheless 
must remain under the category of \"unconfirmed.\" 
Willeford 
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\"diwaniyya\" tradition is strong in other Gulf Arab states 
al-Khonji\'s is one of the few such regular discussion groups 
in Oman. By inviting leading press figures 

media coverage of his events. End note.) 


Foreign Affairs. Carter stressed that Charles Taylor must face justice, opining that his flight from Nig: 


g with the Secretary General of the League of Arab States on March 8, focused on improving econon 
to discuss a joint approach to Foreign Minister Ramesh Nath Pandey on internationalizing the Bhutan 


as other logistical support requirements, Post urges all potential participants from all agencies to dec 
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3. (SBU) On April 2 

the labor forum and other labor developments in Oman. 
Al-Khonji confirmed that Oman will institute a mandatory 

direct deposit scheme by the end of this year. Under such a 
policy 

will be required to deposit all employees\' monthly salaries 

in the Central Bank of Oman (or other participating banks) 

and then provide a receipt of deposit to the Ministry of 
Manpower. The new policy would greatly reduce the number of 
complaints the MOM currently receives regarding delayed or 
non-payment of wages. Al-Khonji also confirmed that the 
government has visited over 150 companies to encourage union 
formation 

workers committees to be successful 

strongly that they need the initial support of the 

government 

educational campaigns on the labor law. 


4. (SBU) In addition to being a scion of one of MuscatVs 
oldest and most prominent commercial families 

the business representative on OmanVs tripartite annual ILO 
delegation. He is well-connected to the Minister of Manpower 
and knows about ongoing labor developments at that Ministry. 
His vocal support of unionization in Oman 

educate the business sector on committee roles and 
responsibilities 

committees. Despite our concerns in the Free Trade Agreement 
ratification hearings over the Omani governmentVs often 
heavy-handed role in overseeing Oman\'s fledgling labor 
unions 

government's involvement is still critical to nurturing the 
nascent union movement. 

GRAPPO 
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Whatever the explanation 


slowly and quietly moving the bill through the commission 
seems to have worked. 
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4. (SBU) The VAT rate cut for the textile industry and 
additional payment to civil servants (reftels) and 
consideration of other program-contravening fiscal measures 
led to a wave of speculation in both Turkish and 

international press of a looming clash with the IMF. The 

IMF Managing Director\'s unprecedented public criticism added 
to this impression. IMF staff tell us they are disappointed 
with the lack of consultation and saddened at the one-off 
policy measures that undermine the overall strategy of not 
cutting tax rates until the tax base has broadened. On the 
other hand 

imminent rupture. Should the GOT pass the social security 
legislation 

will send a mission to assess the situation. A mission will 
probably result in some sort of compromise solution with 
compensating measures that will enable the program to 
continue. 


5. (SBU) Our sense that IMF-Turkish relations while bad 
not yet at a crisis 

contacts telling us that the disagreement over the 
additional civil service payment is all a misunderstanding. 
A Finance Ministry budget official who is also a PhD 
economist educated in the U.S. 

payment was fully incorporated in the 2006 budget 
Deputy Prime Minister Sener\'s earlier public comments. 
Likewise 

criticism 

officials had told us a portion of it (0.1% of GDP) was not 
budgeted for 

separate technical team is in Ankara to look at this 

other budgetary issues. 
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Unakitan and Sener Backtrack 


6. (SBU) Adding to concerns about fiscal backsliding was 
Finance Minister Unakitan\'s March 27 response to a 
reporter\'s question about the tourism sector\'s pleas for a 
textile-like VAT rate cut. His answer -- that the 
Government was considering the issue -- was widely 
interpreted to mean the Government planned to cut tourism 
sector taxes 

the IMF agreement. On March 29 

saying 

are not going to cut taxes in all sectors.\" 


idi al- Sari (Missan Governorate) and Iragiyya List member Shaykh Jamal Abd al-Mehdi al-Shemari (' 
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7. (SBU) In a similar vein 

announced on March 30 

consider additional tax cuts until the 2007 budget 

would be negotiated with the IMF. The Unakitan and Sener 
comments 

government did not want to exacerbate problems with the IMF. 


8. (SBU) The GOT\'s contravention of its IMF commitment 
followed by a pullback from outright confrontation 

a familiar script. As in past years 

doesn\'t have a specific IMF commitment in order to pander to 
popular opinion 

Having waived the social security reform condition in 
December 

of that particular reform 

too hard a line in other areas. With Argentina and Brazil 
having repaid 

but Turkey accounts for 72% of the IMF\'s credit outstanding. 
As J. Paul Getty\'s famously said 

that\'s your problem. If you owe the bank $100 million 

that\'s the bank\'s problem.\" 


Wilson 
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GOL argues that the new provisions are identical to the previous 
law 

amendment was clearly intended to benefit IEC members 

does not differentiate between commissioners appointed before or 
after the new law took effect and expands the rights of (i.e. 
benefits) IEC members. 


4. A legal opinion commissioned by the main opposition party 
the BNP 

language of \"renew\" and \"reappoint 

legislation 

requires the full political process involving the political 

parties and Council of State. Thus 

entirely separate legal actions from the original appointment 
and the consent of the political parties is needed. The opinion 
also notes that if Parliament had wanted to allow automatic 
extensions of commissioners serving three-year terms 
amendment could have explicitly so stated. 


5. COMMENT: With the government and opposition at loggerheads 
on this matter 


ce 3/15, when the U.S. announced the realignment of its force presence at Naval Air Station Keflavik 
e his last visit but is willing to proceed on the assumption that the government is genuinely trying to it 
1) 755-2152 cell phone (967) 1-73329-2608 The number for emergencies only is (967) (1) 755-2170 
t will be Melissa Cline, who can be contacted at all times through the Embassy at (967) (1) 755-2156 
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take this matter to the Council of State 

mainly of government officials 

the Prime Minister. Considering the group\'s composition and that 
it operates by simple majority 

position is virtually certain. The government\'s arguments for 
continuity and experience in the IEC make good sense; the 
Commissioners\' expertise will be important in ensuring that the 
2007 elections are a repeat of the free 

polling in 2002. Also needed for successful elections will be 
the vigorous and full participation of the political opposition 
which 

IEC. 


PERRY 
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point home\" about his need to abandon violence and play a 
productive role in IraqVs development. He said the Amir made 
this point clear during Al-Sadr\'s January visit to Kuwait 

(ref D). 
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For more reporting from Embassy Kuwait 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/kuwait/?cable 5 


Visit Kuwait\'s Classified Website: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/kuwait/ 
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democracies are now united by opportunities that can lift our 
people 

the President declared at his historic March 3 speech in 
front of the Old Fort in New Delhi. The convivial relations 
and substantive dialogue between the President and Prime 
Minister Singh reinforced a transformed and energized 
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strategic partnership that will help make the world a safer 
more stable place 
terrorism and promote democratic values worldwide. 


Heavy Focus on Substantive Achievements 


5. (SBU) President Bush\'s visit brought many 
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accomplishments 

agreement to establish a US consulate in Hyderabad. On the 
economic front 

trade and investment 

number one bilateral (the EU is a bigger trade partner) trade 
and investment partner 

destination for US exports. Seeking to bolster global energy 
security 

range of international activities to develop cutting-edge 
environmentally friendly technology that could help meet the 
world\'s energy needs. As part of the energy initiative 

India released its civil nuclear separation plan 

make its entire civil nuclear program transparent for the 

first time. The two leaders also reaffirmed the importance 
of counter-terrorism cooperation and enhanced joint defense 
activities 

will help prevent transnational crimes like piracy and 
mitigate the effects of natural disasters. Pointing to the 

vast potential for collaboration between the countries 
President announced 

nations has the power to transform the world." 


Civil Nuclear Initiative 


6. (SBU) President Bush and Prime Minister Singh announced 
that they had reached an historic understanding on India\'s 
proposed separation of civil and military nuclear facilities 

and programs 

cooperation initiative that the two announced in July 2005. 
This initiative removes an important source of discord that 
constrained the US-Indian bilateral relationship for over 

thirty years and promises a profound transformation in the 
way the United States and India will partner to promote 
democracy 

globally. India\'s separation of its civil nuclear facilities 

and programs 

safeguards and an Additional Protocol with the ΙΑΕΑ 
significant nonproliferation gains. This initiative will 

also open up US-India trade and investment in nuclear energy 
for the first time in three decades 

India\'s energy needs in an environmentally friendly manner 
and reducing global competition for scarce hydrocarbons. As 
you know 

Joseph have briefed Congress about the proposal to amend 
legislation and the Administration will encourage partners in 
the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) to adjust guidelines 

will allow for full civil nuclear commerce with India. 


7. (SBU) We also continue our path finding cooperation in 
other areas of energy. The US-India Energy Dialogue was 


) Ho Mei-yueh, Taipei American Chamber of Commerce (AmCham) representatives expressed disap 


ıent, they were informed just prior to Karimov,s departure that Hyundai would likely purchase up to ha 
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initiated by President George W. Bush and Indian Prime 

Minister Manmohan Singh in September 2004 and launched by US 
Secretary of Energy Samuel Bodman and Indian Deputy Chairman 


SIPDIS 

of Planning Commission Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia in May 
2005. The Energy Dialogue has five Working Groups -- 

Civilian Nuclear Energy; Oil and Gas; Coal; Power and Energy 
Efficiency; and New Technology and Renewable Energy -- each 
of which has held several meetings since the Bush-Singh 
summit in July 2005. The Dialogue aims at our mutual 
interests in promoting government and private sector 
cooperation to advance the security 

environmental-soundness of world energy supplies and in 
supporting India\'s sustainable economic growth through energy 
sector reforms and more efficient utilization and expanded 
production and consumption of energy resources. A few of the 
many activities include: the Civil Nuclear Energy workshop in 
Mumbai (Jan 9-13 

(November 2005); a Power Efficiency Seminar (March 2006); a 
Bilateral exchange with the US New Energy Technology 
Laboratories (March 2006); and a Natural Gas and Coal Bed 
Methane Seminar (March 2006). 


The Economic Relationship 
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8. (SBU) The US-India economic relationship 

narrow and circumspect 

a key driver of our overall bilateral relationship in the 

21st century. The United States is India\'s largest trading 
partner and its largest foreign investor. Two-way trade grew 
to about $27 billion last year 

US exports surging 30 percent. Our publicly stated goal is 

to double bilateral trade in the next three years 

ambitious but not unrealistic target. The US-India economic 
partnership extends beyond trade and investment 

increasingly complex economic links being forged between our 
two countries are having a profound impact on our respective 
economic outlooks in the 21st century. American companies 
understand that abundant brainpower here is the natural 
resource necessary for the competitiveness of their firms. 
They also see India\'s market as one of growing importance. 
Two million Indian Americans and many millions of Indians who 
travel regularly to the US are helping weave the economies 
(and societies) together. 
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9. (SBU) President Bush\'s March 1-3 visit raised the 
trajectory of the economic relationship to new heights. He 
and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh agreed on a wide range of 
initiatives on trade 

innovation and the knowledge economy 

economic component of the bilateral relationship will be a 

top priority for the two nations. They also convened a 
meeting ofthe CEO Forum 

largest American and Indian companies 

what the two governments can do to further bolster trade and 
investment. The intense bilateral economic engagement with 
India over the last two years has yielded a wide range of 
economic successes 

last year for Boeing airplanes and settlement of the thorny 
Enron-related Dabhol power project dispute. The top Indian 
economic priorities are ensuring reliable supplies of energy 
to sustain economic growth and spreading the benefits of this 
growth into rural India. For both these priorities 

Indians realize that we are critical to their agenda. They 
need our support internationally and they want access to our 
technology to enhance energy security and to develop the 
agricultural sector. 


10. (SBU) The Indian economy continues to set a torrid pace 
with GDP growing at over 8 percent this year. An important 
economic advantage for India in the coming decades will be 
its young population 

this time. Another significant trend we detect is a palpable 
improvement in the Indian business community\'s confidence 
about its ability to compete in the international economy. 

Yet 

in the medium term unless it undertakes a second generation 
of some critical but politically difficult reforms -- cutting 
subsidies 

building infrastructure and liberalizing the agricultural and 
financial sectors. Fortunately for India 

led by a group of economists who understand very well what 
needs to be done. Their room for maneuver is constrained 
however 

minefields created by their communists allies on the left 

the opposition on the right 

ruling parties. 


Domestic Politics 


11. (SBU) The opposition National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
consisting of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its 

regional party allies 

ideological disputes and a recent party split despite the 
selection of a new party president. As a result 


)BERG FOR REASONS 1.4 (Β) AND (D). 1. (C) SUMMARY: As evidenced by the fourth meeting oft 
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Progressive Alliance (UPA) coalition faces diminished 
pressure from the Hindu nationalist right wing. The UPA 
which consists of the Congress Party and its regional allies 
does not enjoy a ruling majority in Parliament 

for survival on the Communist-dominated Left Front (LF) 
coalition management is key to its survival. Although they 
do not belong to the UPA 

Communist and Leftist parties keeps it in power by providing 
the necessary support of its 62 MPs 

stature and significance out of any proportion to its true 
level of popular support. Their support 
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more of a curse than a blessing for the UPA 

Leftists the de facto opposition as a result of the BUP\'s 
continuing disarray and lack of fresh ideas. Increasingly 
disenchanted with the UPA 

to hide their determination to form a new non-UPA government 
at the first opportunity 

Parliamentary majority in the next national election and rule 
without LF support. Although the UPA can call for a mid-term 
election at any time 

will serve its full five year term until 2009. 


12. (SBU) Because of its ideological orientation 

opposed many UPA economic liberalization policies and what 
they consider the subordination of Indian foreign policy to 

the US. The LF denounced India\'s votes with the US on Iran\'s 
nuclear program 

India vote with Iran in future IAEA sessions or \"face the 
consequences.\" However 

down the government over the issue 

principled opposition to Iran\'s nuclear program 

the LF objections to derail policy. 


The Domestic Impact of Growing US Ties 


19. (SBU) India\'s growing partnership with the US has 
created frictions inside and outside the ruling coalition. 
Several regional parties that either belong to the UPA 
coalition or support it have joined the LF to attack the 
government for staking too much on relations with the United 
States. Despite this opposition 

led by the PM and UPA Chairperson Sonia Gandhi have shown 
their determination to stay the course with the US. The PM 
has stoutly defended India\'s ties with the US and the nuclear 
deal on the floor of Parliament. Moreover 

commentators increasingly complain that the Left\'s stance is 
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unhelpful to India\'s strategic needs. 


14. (SBU) The UPA\'s trump card is that 

grumpiness of political parties 

enthusiastically support better ties with the US and enhanced 
Indian integration into the opportunities and risks of the 
global economy. Pew Trust polls over the last four years 
consistently show that more than 70% of Indians have a 
favorable impression of the US. Opposition by political 
parties to the UPA\'s foreign policies should be viewed 
through the prism of parochial opportunism 

out of principled ideological opposition. Even the Left 
parties 

that the Chief Ministers of the states they govern (West 
Bengal and Kerala) aggressively court US and other foreign 
investors and seek to reform economic conditions. 


A Challenging Political Season 


15. (SBU) The Congress-led United Progressive Alliance (UPA) 
government continues to weather assaults from its left and 
right 

Prime Minister\'s ability to advance his reform agenda. These 
have included recent attacks on Sonia Gandhi in Parliament 
for holding a \"position of profit" as Chairperson of the 
National Advisory Commission (NAC) 

election in the large state of Bihar 

over its stance in the IAEA on Iran (fanned by the Denmark 
cartoon controversy and opportunistic politicians). After 
Natwar Singh resigned from the cabinet following accusations 
in the Oil for Food scandal 

further opposition assaults. Following this tumultuous 

period 

from the BJP and other anti-Congress parties 

focus away from the UPA 

return to his intended course in foreign and domestic 

affairs. Sonia GandhiVs resignation from Parliament and as 
NAC chief effectively deflected the most recent Parliamentary 
attacks 

presidency. However 

Left Front partners with opportunistic regional parties in a 
\"Left and Secular Alliance\" keeps the UPA from taking too 
many bold initiatives 

issues to state-level politics where the regional parties 

hold more sway. This matrix of impending political issues 
has energized the Left and right opposition and encouraged 
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16 visit comes during a period of high-level bilateral engagement, which the Bahrainis seek and appre 
s) on March 24, one day after Bolivia\'s Constitutional Tribunal granted a petition requesting the susp 
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increasing criticism of Congress integrity as the party faces 
challenging elections in Kerala 

Assam and Pondicherry in 2006 and the possible early 
elections in Uttar Pradesh (India\'s largest state). 


International Interest in Rajasthan Politics 


16. (SBU) You will first visit the state of Rajasthan 

is governed by a BJP government headed by Chief Minister 
Vasundhara Raje. Our acting Deputy Chief of Mission Geoff 
Pyatt will meet you on arrival in Jaipur and provide a 

briefing on your visit at your hotel that evening. Once 
considered among the least developed of India\'s states 
Rajasthan has made great strides in economic and social 
development under both Congress and BJP governments. CM Raje 
is highly regarded in Delhi 

growing rebellion among more hard-line elements of the BJP 
rank and file 

these hard-line elements have been involved in a recent 
political conflict witn Emmanuel Ministries International 

(EMI) 

orphanages and schools in Rajasthan 

both India and the United States. Led by the Minister for 
Social Welfare and Cooperation Madan Dilawar 

of Hindutva (Hindu nationalism) complained about EMIVs 
connection to a book that disparaged Hindu and other 
non-Christian gods 

offensive. BJP hard-liners used this book as an excuse to 
have local police arrest EMI president Samuel Thomas on 
charges that he was causing communal discord. The state 
authorities have also frozen EMI\'s assets due to errors in 

its tax filings. In response 

Party leaders and human rights activists have publicly 
protested Thomas\'s arrest and called for action to be taken 
against Dilawar. The Embassy has expressed our concern to 
the National Human Rights Commission 

the Rajasthan State administration 

National Congress Party. Our contacts report that Samuel 
Thomas will receive a bail hearing on April 10 and that EMI 
facilities continue to operate 

more problematic the longer the ministry\'s assets are frozen. 
An EMI volunteer has told us that 85 percent of the group\'s 
funding comes from the US through Hopegivers International 
Georgia-based NGO. 


17. (SBU) Fulfilling a BUP party platform plank 

government has separately introduced in the State Assembly 
anti-conversion legislation 

argue discriminates against religions other than Hinduism. 
The draft law stipulates that conversions 
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back to a person\'s ancestral religion 

with the government. Because Hinduism is considered the 
precursor to Christianity 

subcontinent 

register 

religion. Our interlocutors have told us that 

legislative calendar 

a vote during the current state legislative session 

because the BJP holds close to a two-thirds majority in the 
State Assembly 

We have successfully opposed such legislation in other 
states where it has been proposed. In several states 
anti-conversion laws have been passed but not implemented. 
Chief Minister Raje 

Rajasthan is \"one family 

not be tolerated. Our interlocutors have told us that Raje 
was instructed by the Prime Minister to investigate all 
allegations of religious persecution and would do so. 


Indo-Pak Relations Hinge on Terror Waged Against India 


18. (SBU) Indian citizens are very worried by what appears 

to be a trend toward more deadly terrorist attacks spreading 
beyond the traditionally troubled state of Jammu and Kashmir. 
These recent attacks include the October 29 Delhi bombings 
the December 28 shooting at the Indian Institute for Science 

in Bangalore 

in the Hindu holy city of Varanasi. Indian news media 
speculate that the attacks reflect a shift in tactics by 
Pakistan-based terror groups as they move away from terrorism 
within Kashmir and focus on traditional Hindu sites in an 
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attempt to attract more media and international attention and 
provoke communal tensions 

centers of commerce that have given India the foundation for 
its economic growth. These worries are planting doubts in 
the minds of Indians about Pakistan\'s sincerity in claiming 

to want peace. 


19. (SBU) Nevertheless 

sustained policy of rapprochement toward Pakistan because the 
vast majority of Indians seek normalization and free trade 

and travel with their western neighbor. India\'s aid to 

Pakistan following the October 2005 earthquake reflects the 
PM\'s desire to try to keep moving ahead with Pakistan in 
several areas 

people-to-people ties. The bus service between Srinagar and 


J commercial portfolio on an interim basis, in addition to his present duties, until a permanent replace 


rere subjected to violent ethnic cleansing during the war do not give much thought to the return of the 
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Muzaffarabad that began in April has been cited in the media 
and by contacts as the most visible example of the improving 
Indo-Pak relationship; other related positive moves are 
increasing cultural and sports exchanges 

additional bus routes between Indian and Pakistani Punjab and 
a new rail link between Rajasthan and Sindh 

March 24 offer of a Treaty of Peace 


Other Regional Issues 


20. (SBU) Under Prime Minister Singh\'s leadership 
Government of India has emerged as a responsible leader in 
the South Asia region 

joined as a full partner in international efforts to rebuild 
Afghanistan 

reconstruction 

infrastructure 

institutions 

leaders. As an alleged staging ground for terrorist attacks 
within India 

Indian government 

in importing natural gas from Burma. President Kalam\'s March 
10-13 trip to Burma 

and the Philippines 

in which the PM Singh administration seeks to increase its 
influence in Southeast Asia 

presence in the region. Meanwhile 

sought warmer relations by engaging in a strategic dialogue 
and separating the contentious border issues from the surging 
economic links (bilateral trade has been growing at about 40% 
annually). India and China concluded on March 13 the latest 
round of talks aimed at settling their long-running border 
disputes. The Maoist insurgency in Nepal also causes alarm 
in New Delhi 

the scenes in the hope that continued agitation for 

democratic reform 

will pressure the monarchy to restore democratic government 
followed by peace talks with the Maoists. The Indian 
government has implemented a similar policy in Sri Lanka 
where it hopes that talks between the government and LTTE 
continue under the guidance of the Norwegian mediators. That 
India and the US increasingly share a common outlook on 
regional issues reflects the transformation of relations and 

the forging of a meaningful partnership. 


Iran 


21. (SBU) India\'s large Muslim population and massive 
diaspora in the gulf region give it an important stake in the 


ya and temporary detention of those suspects identified for repatriation to Somalia. Post received a | 
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international face-off over Iran\'s WMD ambitions. The GOI 
also hopes to use its relationship to cultivate Iran as a 
source of energy 

importantly to Afghanistan 

deny India land-transit rights) 

Afghanistan. Past high-level exchanges and intensified 
cooperation in the energy sector illustrate that the GOI 
places value in this relationship. At the same time 

Indian opposition to Iran\'s acquisition of nuclear weapons 
has guided India\'s responsible votes with us in the ΙΑΕΑ 
despite causing turbulence in Delhi\'s relations with Tehran 
and uproar in Parliament from left and right opposition 
parties and even from some within Congress. New DelhiVs 
ability to influence the hard-line regime in Tehran is being 
tested 

President Ahmadinejad" vitriolic statements against Israel 
continue to boil and the GOI struggles with external and 
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internal political pressure to avoid straining ties with 

Iran. The GOI characterized a recent port visit in Cochin by 
two Iranian naval vessels as a goodwill port call 

press reports that training had taken place. Advancing the 
civilian nuclear energy initiative helps to dilute Indias 

need for Iranian energy resources 

Iran-Pakistan-India gas pipeline continue to plod ahead. 


Military Ties Multiplying 


22. (SBU) Since lifting sanctions in September 2001 

and India have conducted a series of joint and 
service-to-service exercises of increasing scope and 

capability. The seventh and largest in a series of naval 
exercises 

Indian Coast 

countries deploying F/A-18 Super Hornets and Indian Sea 
Harriers in air combat tactics. The Maritime Security 
Framework endorsed by President Bush and Prime Minister Singh 
in March 2006 will ensure further collaboration between both 
countries\' navies 

relief activities in the Indian Ocean. US and Indian Air 

Forces participated in Cope India 06 held at Kalaikunda Air 
Station in West Bengal 

between the US and Indian air forces to date. Exercise Yudh 
Abyas (V Battle Practice\" in Hindi) 

exercise with the Indian Army to date 

2006 in the foothills of the Himalayas and focused on 
counter-insurgency tasks in semi-urban and semi-mountainous 


of a pesticide and toxic chemicals laboratory. The following is an invitation for bids advertised in the 


ollowed by Yuliya Tymoshenko\'s Bloc (BYuT) at 22.4 percent, and President Yushchenko\'s Our Ukr: 
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terrain. The success of the exercise highlights the 
importance of sustaining the growth of military-to-military 
relations. 


23. (SBU) Eager to purchase what it believes is superior 
technology and secure long-term military ties with the US 
the GOI has shown growing interest in acquiring defense items 
and building an arms relationship with the US. Among the 
larger potential arms sales on the horizon 

Force will soon purchase 126 multi-role combat aircraft to 
replace some of its aging Russian aircraft 

to offer both the F-16 and F/A-18 fighters to fill India\'s 
requirement. Bell Helicopter intends to compete the Model 
407 in response to an Indian Army requirement for the 
purchase of 60 light helicopters 

co-production contract for an additional 137 units. In 
addition 

TRENTON (LPD) as a V'hot transfer" in December 2006 
successful 

GOI. Meanwhile 

process of receiving twelve Firefinder Radars worth 
approximately $200 million. 


Conclusion - An Historic Opportunity for America 


24. (SBU) Speaker Hastert 

India will give you an excellent view of developing India/US 

ties from government officials and other well-placed 
commentators and analysts. In the wake of the President's 
historic visit 

work as partners to address the numerous pressing issues both 
in the region and around the world that lie ahead. While 

this is a delicate process 

trust that will grow in the years to come. You can expect 

your Indian interlocutors to ask for your position on the 

civil nuclear legislation introduced by Chairman Lugar and 
Chairman Hyde on March 16. Your visit can serve to encourage 
key audiences of the value of developing a natural strategic 
partnership with the United States 

we attach to receiving the advice and guidance of our 
legislative branch. We appreciate very much your taking the 
time to visit India and look forward to assuring an 

informative and productive visit. 

MULFORD 
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overestimate the EU\'s role in South Ossetia\" but that Georgia 
wants the EU to be even more engaged in the region. End 
Summary. 


Column 3 


Status of Georgia\'s EU Action Plan 


2. (C) In a meeting on March 17 with poloff 

to the EU Senior Counselor Vakhtang Makharoblishvili said 
that his government was satisfied with the recent round of 
negotiations on its ENP Action Plan which took place on March 
8; the next round will take place in May. The Commission 
extended its ENP to the South Caucasus in 2004 to help bring 
political and economic reforms 

priorities 

yet to formally adopt its Action Plan. Despite Georgia\'s 
desire for closer relations with the EU 

said the GOG was \"not under any illusions\" about what it 
could achieve for its Action Plan and was approaching 
negotiations with a patient 


3. (C) However 

for Georgia was the contradiction between the EU\'s stated 
declaration on South Caucasus ENP and the reality. He said 
that the Commission declares that each Action Plan would have 
a tailored 

negotiating generalized Action Plans for the South Caucasus 
that does not seemingly differentiate between Georgia 
Armenia 

cut-and-paste exercise\" where one merely transfers the same 
boilerplate language to each country\'s Action Plan 

lamented. Georgia has different goals than Armenia and 
Azerbaijan and this should be reflected in the Action Plan 

he said. (Comment: In a separate meeting with poloff on March 
23 

that 

Action Plans 

Georgians have been \"terrible\" in negotiations as they \"do 
not know what they what they want -- they are all over the 
place. The Azeris and Armenians have been much more 
committed." End Comment.) 


Deliverables for Action Plan 


4. (C) Makharoblishvili stressed that there are several 
specifics that the GOG would like to see included in the 

final draft of its Action Plan. In negotiations with 

Georgia 

a five-year document which would be up for re-negotiation in 
2011; Georgia is trying to negotiate a three-year document 
which could be re-negotiated in 2009. Second 

to have the option of aligning itself with EU declarations. 
Third 


| points. Cascio said the MFA is concerned that an extended visa ban, including a ban on Lukashenk 
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inthe document. Makharoblishvili stated that this is his 
foremost priority in Action Plan negotiations as Georgia 

wants to diversify its trading partners away from Russia. 

The EU counter-argument to finalizing an FTA is that the 
Georgian trade balance with the EU would worsen and that an 
FTA will have negative consequences for the Georgian economy. 
Conceding this point would be a short-term problem for 
Georgia 

trade imbalance could be overcome in the medium and 
long-terms if an FTA were negotiated. In any case 
Makharoblishvili said that an FTA would be less of an 
economic issue and more of a political issue for Georgia. 


5. (C) Makharoblishvili said that Georgia wants a visa 
facilitation regime in the Action Plan 

that Russia has with the EU. (Comment: As reported in 
reftels 

regimes to be worked out with the EU. End Comment.) 
Makharoblishvili said that the EU is reluctant to establish 

visa facilitation with Georgia; when he asked EU officials 

why they have such a regime established with Russia and why 
they are reluctant to do one with Georgia 

\"Russia has bargaining power.\" Makharoblishvili stated that 
Georgia is interested in creating an additional sub-committee 
on transport and energy but EU hesitancy is precluding 
progress on this proposal. 


6. (C) Makharoblishvili expressed pointed frustration at the 

fact that the rounds of negotiations over the ENP Action Plan 
with South Caucasus have been postponed several times. He 
said that Cyprus managed to block the second round of 
negotiations with Azerbaijan; Cyprus also worked to postpone 
the first and second rounds of negotiations on the Action 

Plan with Georgia. Arguing again for a differentiated 

approach to the South Caucasus countries 

said that the EU seems to be disregarding Georgia as a \"Black 
Sea country" he emphasized that because Georgia is a Black 
Sea country 

seriously. However 

language in the Action Plan that \"takes note of Georgia\'s 
European aspirations\" and the GOG wants a more explicit 
reference in the document. The EU counter-argument is that 

if it is \"obvious\" that Georgia has this trajectory; 
Makharoblishvili retorted: \"Well 

can\'t we put it in the document?\" 


Conflict Resolution 


7. (C) In a discussion on the EU\'s role in South Caucasus 
conflict resolution 


> of Portugal. BOLTON 
presenting the home countries of firms bidding to build segments of the 7-billion dollar East-West Hic 
ager, Madi Ceesay, who were still in detention as of March 29. To our knowledge, the newspaper,s of 


g the resumed organizational session of ECOSOC in May 2006. 2. Mission will respond that careful 
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the EU to increase its role in the region but said that \"we 

should not overestimate the role of the EU on South Ossetia 
resolution. He realizes that the EU is consumed with a host 

of other problems dealing with conflict resolution right now 

and that it is up to Georgia to \"do the homework\" to solve 

its problems. Despite EU claims that the mandate of new EU 
Special Representative (EUSR) Peter Semneby has been 
strengthened 

the case; if one compares the language announcing the 
appointment of the first EUSR Talvitie to the language 
announcing this recent appointment of Semneby 

substantive has really changed. However 

European Security and Defense Policy (ESDP) missions in South 
Caucasus have been a \"success story.\" (Comment: EU Council 
official with responsibility for South Caucasus William Boe 

told poloff on March 10 that the language announcing the 

limited strengthened mandate of new EUSR Semneby was indeed 
only intended as a \"political signal" -- it did not mean that 

the EU was going to dramatically increase its involvement or 
presence in the region 


8. (C) Makharoblishvili stated that the involvement of the EU 

in Georgia sends a political signal to Moscow that \"people 
care about Georgia.\" He said that if Moscow sees that the EU 
is on the sidelines 

the region. Russia has to see thatthe US and EU are working 
together to stay engaged in the resolution process. 

GRAY 
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being Kurds.\" The DTP has called for an end to the 
violence but has also asked Ankara to push through more 
reforms in the southeast. 


Papers quote businessmen from the southeast as saying the 
answer to terrorism in the region is more investment. 

\"We ask for incentives 

businessmen said 

would not throw stones at the police if they are given 

jobs. The economic/political daily Referans writes the 

cost of recent violence in southeastern city Diyarbakir 

is estimated at USD 15 million. 


Saturday\'s Milliyet says the AKP government had decided 
to prepare a new package for fighting terrorism which 
would include the extension of the legal detention 

period. Foreign Minister Abdullah Gul said the 

government wanted to solve the problems within the 
framework of democracy 

introduce \"emergency rule\" if necessary. EU Enlargement 


iister Samuel Lewis Navarro and urge him to join the region\'s support for Guatemala. Barclay 
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Commissioner Olli Rehn\'s office has urged Ankara to 
protect the cultural rights of the Kurds to ease the 
strains in the region. \"We are aware of the serious 
terrorist problem in the region but it is a much wider 
problem than just a security issue 
In Ankara 
Tuesday to discuss the violence. 
In a column entitled 
Zenturk wrote optimistically in the tabloid Star that 
while the mayor of Diyarbakir \"praised the terror and the 
terrorists 
provocative incidents were overcome by the peoples\' 
common sense." Zenturk concludes that \"with the latest 
incidents 
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Northern Iraq) realized that the PKK do not fight for the 
benefit of the Kurds in Turkey 

presence. Our Kurdish friends will reject the PKK shadow 
over them and continue to coordinate with us all to 

fulfill economic and democratic conditions for a European 
Turkey.\" 


Erdogan Appeals Court Decision on Caricatures 
Milliyet 

Prime Minister Tayyip Erdogan has appealed a court 
decision that rejected compensation to him from 
\"Penguen 

depicting Erdogan as various animals in February last 
year. A local court had earlier ruled that portraying 
Erdogan as an animal was not an insult. In his appeal 
Erdogan said the cartoons had constituted an assault 
against his personal rights. Penguen\'s cartoons were 
meant to protest a fine given to a political cartoonist 

in Cumhuriyet who had drawn Erdogan as a cat entangled in 
a ball of wool over his governments failure to pass a 
bill easing conditions for theology high-school (Imam- 
Hatip) graduates to continue university education in 
fields other than theology. 


Washington Fears Iranian Nuclear Attack against Incirlik 
Airbase 

All papers cite a British Sunday Telegraph story that 
Washington is concerned that Iran could launch a nuclear 
attack on Incirlik Airbase in southern Turkey. The 

Sunday Telegraph wrote that Washington feared Iran might 
launch nuclear attacks against American forces in the 
region 


73 POB: La Libertad Jose Ismael Mejia DOB: 6/23/1963 POB: San Salvador Mayner Samuel Garcie 
: 8/14/1968 POB: Ahuachapan USG Training: Crime Scene Management (NCIS); Leadership Philoso 
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Gul: Radar Station in Iskenderun Funded by NATO 
All papers: Foreign Minister Abdullah Gul said in 
response to a motion by the opposition CHP that a radar 
station built in Iskenderun in southern Turkey was funded 
by NATO 
Command. 


Turkey Wants to Increase Trade with US Three-Fold 
State Minister Kursad Tuzmen told the press on his return 
from the annual ATC conference in Washington that by 
2010 

90 billion from the existing USD 10 billion. Tuzmen said 
California 

Texas were picked as \"target states\" for Turkish 
exporters and investors. Tuzmen also warned against 
increasing violence in southeast Turkey 

domestic and international investors would not come to a 
country where terrorism is intensifying. 


TV News 
(NTV 


Domestic News 

- The ruling AK Party is to brief the parliament 
regarding the unrest in southeast Turkey at a special 
session on Tuesday. 


- Concerns regarding foreign tourists visiting Turkey 
become true: The number of tourists arriving in Turkey\'s 
tourism capital Antalya falls 38 percent in the first 

three months compared to last year. 


- A Turkish high court scrapped a controversial Interior 
Ministry circular for the establishment of special zones 
for the sale of alcohol in Turkish towns. 
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International News 

- Israeli President Moshe Katsav met with Olmert\'s Kadima 
party representatives and will talk with other parties in 

an effort to help establishment of a coalition 

government. 


- US and British foreign secretaries 
paid a surprise visit to Baghdad on Sunday to ask the 
Iraqis to speed up government formation work. 


Column 3 
- Greek Foreign Minister Dora Bakoyanni said the Annan 
Plan for reunification of Cyprus had \"become history\" 
when it was rejected by the Greek Cypriots. 


- The European Commission is expected to recommend in May 
that Bulgaria and Romania be admitted to the European 
Union on January 1 


- A Turkish truck driver 
over the weekend while he was ferrying cargo from Ankara 
to Baghdad. 


- Taliban gunmen shot dead a Turkish engineer in Farah 
province in western Afghanistan. 


Economy News 
- Turkish growth for 2005 was calculated as 7.6 percent 
and per capita income is reported as USD 5 


- Despite problems on Cyprus 

questions regarding the health of the Turkish economy 
Greece\'s National Bank is bidding to buy Turkey\'s 
Finansbank for USD 2.7 billion. US-based Citibank is the 
other bank seeking to buy Finansbank. Finansbank has 219 
branches across Turkey and operations in 10 countries. 
Turkey\'s economic recovery has made Turkish banks 
access to an under-developed market of 72 million people 
an attraction for foreign players seeking new sources of 
growth. 


- Turkish exports increased 7.4 percent in the first 
three months of the year. 


Visit Ankara\'s Classified Web Site at 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/ankara/ 
MCELDOWNEY 
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describes the time and effort required to establish the gacaca 
tribunals 

purpose. It goes on to say that the gacaca structure is not 
serving its intended purpose because the innocent are wrongly 
imprisoned while the guilty are freed. The document ascribes 
this failure to political considerations and procedural 
shortcomings 


This is an action request for human rights verification required by the Leahy Amendment; see Para. 
: 1. (U) This is an action request for human rights verification required by the Leahy Amendment; se 
(U) This is an action request for human rights verification required by the Leahy Amendment; see Pa 
This is an action request for human rights verification required by the Leahy Amendment; see Para. 2 


‘ecent disturbances have been neither politically or ethnically motivated nor fatal. Rather, he suggest 
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set-up\". 


3. (SBU) Parolin said the Holy See has also raised the matter 
with several EU governments but has not yet received any 
responses. Parolin said the Holy See is well aware of the 
sensitivity of the subject 

proposal at the moment 

from first-hand witnesses (including some priests). He noted 
that relations between the Rwandan government and the Church are 
not good. Parolin cited the example of Father Guy Theunis -- a 
Belgian priest arrested in Kigali in September 2005 on genocide 
charges 

politicized nature of the gacaca. He also noted that numbers of 
Catholics have been killed in recent years in Rwanda but no one 
seems to respond. 


4. (U) Embassy will fax copies of the note verbale and 
accompanying note to Vatican desk in EUR/WE 
appreciate guidance on how to respond. 


ROONEY 
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congress instead served as a platform for Prime Minister and 
party president Ivo Sanader to pat himself on the back with 
one hand and poke a sharp stick at his political opponents 
with the other. Sanader cashed in on his ties to the 
European People\'s Party (EPP) 

Martens at the convention and accepting video messages of 
support from EPP-affiliated prime ministers of EU member 
states. 


2. The party chose the Vukovar venue not only as a symbol of 
Croatia\'s Homeland War but also as a message to residents of 
Eastern Slavonia that the HDZ has not abandoned them to the 
right-wing forces of Branimir Glavas (ref A). The convention 
sparked sharp reactions from opposition parties and raised 
political temperatures closer to campaign level 

both an informal start to the long march to parliamentary 
elections expected in November 2007 and a final skirmish 
before four local by-elections on April 9 (septel). END 
SUMMARY AND COMMENT. 


REACHING OUT TO PARTNERS 


3. Some 3500 HDZ delegates reasserted party unity and 
absolute support for PM Sanader and his government. In his 
speech 

government would reduce taxes and unemployment and raise the 
living standard. He also promised specific infrastructure 


fice Director Fabrizio Pignatelli. March 24, Pignatelli responded that the MFA had contacted all Italiar 
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projects to Slavonia in a bid to shore up local support. 
Responding to criticism from the opposition earlier in the 

week 

he become the Prime Minister in 2000 instead of his 
predecessor Ivica Racan of the Social Democratic Party (SDP). 
At the same time 

Croatian Peasant Party (HSS) (ref B) and the right-wing 
Croatian Party of Rights (HSP) (ref D) as desirable coalition 
partners. 


4. In addition to slamming his domestic opponents 

criticized the European left 

only ones to know what democracy and Europe are about 
adding that there would not be a European Union without the 
center-right parties. EPP president Wilfred Martens of 
Belgium addressed the convention and strongly supported the 
HDZ and its pro-European policies. He said he believes 
Croatia will be ready to take part in the 2009 elections for 

the European Parliament. 


OPPOSITION REACTS WITH VENOM 


5. Center-left political parties did not let Sanader\'s 

statements in Vukovar go unanswered. Vesna Pusic of the 
Croatian People\'s Party (HNS) -- a partner in the former 
Racan government -- recalled Croatia\'s isolation after the 

last HDZ government and said the country would now \"lag 
behind Ukraine" had Sanader won power in 2000. 
Vice-President of the Social Democratic Party (SDP) Zeljka 
Antunovic went at least a step further: she accused Sanader 

of \"trading\" Croatian regions of Istria and Dalmatia for the 
support of Italian Prime Minister Berlusconi 

surrender of those regions to fascist Italy in WWII by 
then-Croatian Ustasha leader Ante Pavelic. Antunovic charged 
that \"concessions\" to Italians included SanaderYs acceptance 
of more liberal allocation of Italian citizenship to Croatian 
citizens as well as Italian demands for the purchase of 
Croatian real estate under privileged conditions. 

Independent analysts described the HDZ gathering as \"grey and 
boring\" although somewhat \"kitschy\" in its promotion of PM 
Sanader as unquestionable leader. 

FRANK 
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call on Jafari to take a courageous step and set a fine 
example by stepping down.\" He explained that \"there is a 
broad trend inside the Alliance who want Jafari to do this 

and we expect him to do so.\" On April 2 

Jafari to resign were made by SCIRI members Shaykh Jalal 
al-Din al-Saghir and Humam al-Hammudi. Local newspapers 
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carried reports that Shia Independent Hassan al-Sari 
(Hizbullah Iraq movement) said this problem should be 
solved within the Shia Coalition 

Najaf clerical establishment (marjaViya). In response to 
these calls 

Dr. Hussein al-Shahristani) have reminded Western and Arab 
media that Jafari is still the Coalition\'s PM candidate. 


2. (C) Fadhila spokesman Hassan al-Shemmeri told PolFSN 
April 3 that SCIRI had officially informed the other Shia 
Coalition blocs by letter (signed by Abdulaziz al-Hakim) 
April 2 that SCIRI will no longer support Jafari and will 

not vote for him in the Council of Representatives. Al- 
Shemmeri added that committees of parties loyal to Jafari 
(Dawa 

convince other lists outside the Coalition to accept 

Jafari. He speculated that the results are already known 
and that these committees give Jafari and his supporters 
one last chance to save face. Once they return with the 
expected \"no 

Jafari to resign. He speculated this might happen in the 
next 2-3 days. 


3. (C) COMMENT. The public calls for Jafari to resign 
represent a turning point in the stalemate over the PM 
nomination. The Shia Coalition is no longer united behind 
its candidate 

enforce Coalition unity. The public statements from SCIRI 
members may make it more difficult for Jafari supporters to 
accept Adil Abd al-Mehdi or any other SCIRI member for the 
PM position. While the politicians will continue to 

discuss this behind closed doors (and likely in the media) 
it is not know how the \"Shia street" will react. Al- 

Arabiya reported April 3 that the Sadrists will withdraw 
from the political process if Jafari is removed. This had 
the ring more of a threat than a clear statement. Thus 

is unclear whether Jafari\'s removal would lead to a sharp 
Sadrist reaction in the form of street protests 

intimidation 

importantly 

Shia Coalition 

within the Shia Coalition 

to willingly cede the position that he believes is 

rightfully his. END COMMENT 

KHALILZAD 
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Papers also featured a statement by Nabih Berri 


Lebanese Parliament 
national dialogue and stressing that \"Syrian-Lebanese relations 
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are relations of kinship 


\"We didn\'t hold a single session without Israeli planes 
violating our airspace.... So our main concern is the Israeli 
assaults 

defensive plan pertaining to the Israeli occupation 

said. 


\"Lebanon\'s strength is not in its weakness but in the 
resistance 
can only be solved unanimously.\" 


End of summary. 
2. Selected Headlines: 


\"President Asad discusses with a delegation representing U.S. 
Churches Panel for Middle East Peace the importance of 
coexistence and dialogue on all levels and influence of the 
regional situation on reform in Syria. President Asad underscores 
Syria\'s constant endeavor to maintain peace in the Middle East 
and adhere to UN resolutions\" (Government-owned Al-Thawra 


\"Vice-President Shara gives an overview of Syrian policy during a 
meeting with Information Minister Mohsen Bilal 

editors-in-chief of information foundations. Shara: With every 

passing day Syria becomes stronger than before\" (Government-owned 
Al-Thawra 


\"On the eve of resuming the 4th session of the Lebanese National 
dialogue 

Nabih Berri [Speaker of the Lebanese Parliament] underlines that 
Syrian-Lebanese relations are relations of kinship 

and brotherhood\" (Government-owned Al-Thawra 


\"US calls for Donald Rumsfeld\'s resignation: Disastrous mistakes 
were committed in Iraq. Will Rice\'s and Straw\'s rescue mission 
succeed in solving the cabinet-formation crisis in lraq?\" 
(Government-owned Tishreen 


3. Editorial Block Quotes: 


Nasim al-Damuni 
(4/3): \"Israel 
oppress any pan-Arab or national liberation movement in the 


our visit is an excellent opportunity to engage the GOAJ on the importance of effectively managing its 


: in their provinces or who could not resolve land disputes. Additional pressure on FUNCINPEC came 
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region. 


\"Successive US administrations have always sought to find a 
formula for US-Israeli relations that will not negatively affect 
US-Arab relations so as to create a balance. In order to 

further reinforce US-Israeli relations 

the Strategic Cooperation Agreement in 1981--an agreement that 
shows a total US bias toward Israel. 


\"US military support for the Zionist entity is aimed at 
preserving Zionist superiority over Arab countries on the pretext 
of maintaining a balance of power in the region. Said strategic 
agreement has given the Zionist entity a distinguished status in 
the US global strategy 

have collapsed as a result of its economic and social problems. 


\"This may create a historic crisis for Arabs because of their 
dependence on the US in resolving the Arab-Zionist conflict. At 
a time when the US ignores the Zionist entity\'s nuclear arsenal 
it accuses the DPRK and Iran of possessing or trying to possess 
nuclear weapons.... 


\"The Arab countries must draw up a clear-cut strategy in light 
of the current disparity in the balance of power in the region.\" 


Issa al-Shammas 

wrote (4/3): \"In its annual Human Rights Report 

this or that country for violating human rights 

own violations of the human right of individuals 

countries.... This is in addition to its serious human rights 
violations in Guantanamo and Abu Ghurayb prisons 

drawn international condemnation.... The US arrests 

and tortures opponents of its policies without trial.... US and 
British soldiers chase and even beat Iraqi citizens to death 
before the eyes of the world community.... 


\"For their part 

Jericho prison and abducted the Secretary General of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine in violation of 

international laws and norms.... 


\"In the US view the invasion of countries is not a violation of 
human rights....\" 


ition (CPC). The Legislators on the Committee also refused to approve the project\'s USD73 million | 
antainer Terminal project, which had been suspended for nearly four months. KHB had originally plar 


Column 3 


VUS Testimony on Failure of War on Iraq\" 


Ali Sawwaha 

(4/3): \"Once again 

responsible for the absence of security in lraq.... By this 

has ignored the fact that the reason behind the current chaos in 
Iraq is the US presence... 


\"The US President has not yet realized that his project in Iraq 
has failed and that the drop in his popularity is due to his 
unjust war against lraq.... For their part 

say that the United States has made grave mistakes in Iraq by 
discharging the Iraqi Army and security forces and ignoring the 
weight of Iraqi resistance....\" 


Seche 
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Shobra\" as land included in Lebanon\'s Shebaa Farms claim. AL 
SYG Moussa called for Arab states to \"enter the world of 
peaceful uses of nuclear energy with all speed and momentum.\" 
On Arab League and regional reform 

Arab Peace and Security Council to help resolve inter-Arab 
conflicts 

Justice. End summary. 


3. (C) Sudan played host March 28-29 to the 18th regular 
summit of the Arab League 

presidency for the coming year. Having stepped in last year 
in Algiers when Djibouti passed up its turn to host the 2006 
summit 

for Arab support for his efforts to block UN troops from 
entering Darfur. While the gathering passed without major 
incident among the 13 leaders in attendance 
commentators criticized the low turnout by heads of state 
(Note: Only 12 leaders appeared at both the Algiers summit 
(2205) and the Tunis summit (2004). End note.) With key 
Arab leaders (Egypt 

absent 

U.S. had pressured Arab leaders not to attend 

Sudan\'s Bashir for his obstinance over Darfur. Still 

was no shortage of foreign attendees 

Europeans (EU Commissioner for External Affairs Benita 


nief David Whiddon, who can be reached at: office 381-38-549-516 ext. 3241; GSM 377-44-153 565; 


rticipate in tax treaty work in Amsterdam and The Hague. 2. Control Officer for the visit is Economic 
) kilometers northwest of the Chiang Mai-area residence where the Hmong were last seen March 1. F 
06 to participate in tax treaty work in Amsterdam and The Hague. 2. Control Officer for the visit is Ec 


Jevelopments in coordination among all partners, as well as the decentralization of the HIV/AIDS resp 
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Ferrero-Waldner 

ECVs Christian Leffler 

PM Erdogan 

Ashraf Qazi 

other senior dignitaries. Similarly 

contingent was on-site for the entire two-day event. 


4. (C) Arab leaders approved a resolution on Sudan that 
pledged to extend African Union forces (AMIS) in Darfur with 
Arab troops/funding after the current AU mandate expires on 
September 30 (ref A). The resolution 

affirms the necessity of GOS approval for any foreign troop 
deployment to Darfur 

reaching a peace agreement in Abuja between Darfur rebels and 
the GOS. Privately 

perceived intransigence of rebel groups in Abuja would only 
be overcome by additional USG pressure on them. Otherwise 
they argued 

Iraqi FM Zebari told us he was the only head of delegation to 
challenge Bashir during the closed-door session 

not to \"act like Saddam!" in rejecting the UNVs presence. AL 
Chief of Staff Youssef told poloff April 3 that the League 
understood the \"UN transition is a done deal 

details still had to be negotiated. In any case 

leaders want to see a peace deal in Abuja as early as 
possible 


5. (C) During a four-hour closed door session of Heads of 
Delegation plus one 

Arab leaders would deal with a new Palestinian government led 
by Hamas. Iraqi FM Zebari shared with Charge and poloff that 
the leaders affirmed their strong support to Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas 

Hamas to agree to the AL\'s 2002 Beirut peace initiative. The 
leaders reportedly agreed to extend earlier funding 
commitments to the PA to the tune of USD 55 million per month 
- far less than Hamas leaders had told the media they 
requested from the League. In its final resolution on the 

topic 

criticized unilateral actions taken by Israel with regard to 

the occupied territories. During a post-summit briefing in 

Cairo April 3 

leaders called upon the Quartet to take a more balanced 
approach to the two sides 


bin Stebbins, to travel to the Netherlands from April 22 - 29, 2006 to attend the Laser Interferometer € 


2 Election Commission where about one thousand still remain this afternoon. PAD announced that tr 
bin Stebbins, to travel to the Netherlands from April 22 - 29, 2006 to attend the Laser Interferometer € 
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PA as the League would do 

companies involved in an infrastructure project linking West 
Jerusalem to settlements in the West Bank. 


6. (C) FM Zebari told poloff immediately after the lengthy 
closed-door leaders\' session on March 28 

gotten \"everything it wanted\" with respect to the Iraq 
resolution. For the first time 

the lraqi-drafted text without incident 

admitted the leaders had fresh fears for the stability of the 
country. He said that he had been pressed to explain news of 
possible talks between the U.S. and Iran over Iraq 
development many of the Arabs believed would harm Arab 
interests. Zebari told poloff that he had assured the 
delegates that any such talks would not come at the expense 
of the Iraqi government 

excluded from such a dialogue. He chided the Arab states 
shared 

regain its security and stability. Despite his upbeat 
assessment of the conference 

publicly criticized the Arabs for not doing enough to help 

Iraq. 


7. (SBU) Arab leaders approved a resolution authorizing the 
AL to open an office in Baghdad 

as its envoy 

task. Mokhtar Lamani 

recently served as the Organization of Islamic Conferences 
Ambassador in New York 

plans to travel to Iraq in late April to begin consultations 
and present his credentials. He will then visit regional 
capitals 

meeting in Jordan in May to prepare for an AL-organized 
national accord conference in Iraq later this year. In their 
resolution on Iraq 

to host Iraqi religious leaders in Amman April 22 to promote 
tolerance. Finally 

plans to meet shortly to discuss all of these events. 


8. (C) Lebanese President Lahoud and Prime Minister Siniora 
both participated in the summit 

support for their respective camp\'s positions on the 
Lebanon-Syria issue. With tensions high between the two 
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contacts reported a \"heated exchange\" during the closed-door 
session over how the Lebanon resolution would characterize 
Lebanon\'s \"resistance\" (or 

characterized the exchange to poloff as V'childish.V In the 
end 

on the subject. Most leaders were reportedly content to 

await results of the ongoing Lebanese national dialogue 
before pressing any separate agenda. AL Chief of Staff 
Youssef claimed to poloff April 3 that SYG Moussa\'s April 3-4 
visit to Riyadh was not connected with any Arab initiative on 
Syria/Lebanon 

internal consensus on the key issues of disarming Hizballah 
and the Presidency before it took any action. 


9. (SBU) During opening speeches on March 28 

called upon Arab states to expand their efforts in the 

nuclear arena. Moussa 

paucity of joint Arab action in the field of science 

Sudanese proposal to increase Arab efforts to \"enter the 
world of peaceful uses of nuclear energy with all speed and 
momentum.\" The Arabs 

joint scientific research) at the broadest scale out of 

support for the Arab scientific base and for serving society 

and meeting its escalating water and energy needs.\" Moussa\'s 
Chief of Staff told poloff that the AL would encourage 

greater Arab expenditure on scientific efforts in 

collaboration with private industry 

seminar on science and education would be held in the coming 
months. 


10. (U) During the summit 

authorizing a new AL Peace and Security Council (PSC) 

will be comprised of five member states 

Council of Ministers 

the next two Council chairs. Once seven member states sign 
the agreement into force 

Focused on inter-Arab conflict resolution and regional 
security 

be supplemented by new tools such as an informational data 
base 

address reconciliation and post-conflict reconstruction. The 
work of the PSC is expected to be handled by the League 
Secretariat in Cairo without new staffing 


end the ST-7 Colocation Meeting with the European Space Agency in Noordwijk. 2. Embassy under: 


| Officer for this visit is Management Officer Officer Michael Scanlon, office telephone 353 1 668-877; 
ns with enough profile to move public opinion significantly -- especially when compared to the virulent 


e will report any substantive reaction separately. Stapleton 


wernment. Control Officer is Angus T. Simmons, Political Counselor, email addres: SimmonsAT @sta 
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SIPDIS 

details such as when the Council will be actived have yet to 
be worked out. While progress was made on a new PSC 
separate proposal to launch a new Arab Court of Justice was 
shelved for the time being 

about the responsibilities of any such body. SYG Moussa 
delivered a compendium of AL member-state reports on 
respective efforts in the past year to promote internal 

reforms and movement toward democracy and liberalization. 
The subject of education was discussed at the Summit for the 
first time 

committee to study the topic and make recommendations at the 
next summit. 


11. (C) Saudi Arabia will assume the rotating presidency at 
next year's summit 

the League\'s headquarters in Cairo. This is not the first 

time an AL member has elected to allow the annual gathering 
to be held at the League headquarters in Cairo 

raised questions about the KingdomVs motives and led to 
further criticism of AL efforts to encourage Arab solidarity. 
The Egyptian delegation also put forward President Mubarak\'s 
proposal to host additional Arab leadersY meetings outside 
the normal March summit framework 

concern without all 22 member states and without the normal 
parliamentary procedures and paperwork. No action is 
expected to occur on the Egyptian idea until next March at 
the earliest. The League still plans to hold its Arab-Arab 
American conference in Houston this June. 


12. (U) This cable was coordinated with Embassy Khartoum. 
RICCIARDONE 
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for Reconciliation in the Middle East\" (FRME) 

in London in June 2005. The foundation works 
intensively on reconciliation efforts in Iraq and 
between Israelis and Palestinians. White is currently 
dividing his time between Iraq and visits to Israeli 

and Palestinian religious leaders. He stressed the key 
role of sustained USG involvement in interfaith efforts 
in Iraq and Israel/Palestine 

conference of Israeli and Palestinian religious leaders 
to be held abroad (possibly Egypt) 

Ambassador\'s input on expanding contacts with USG 
officials on interfaith efforts during WhiteVs frequent 
Washington visits. End Summary. 


Keznickl, Deputy Managing Director of the Austrian Federal Competition Authority (FCA), which is re 
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2. (U) Canon White 

(Pastor Mahesh Chavda 

White\'s Executive Assistant; and Phillip Rizk 
Gaza-based representative) 

level and intensity of contacts and understanding among 
key Jewish and Muslim leaders from Israel 

Bank and Gaza is more important than ever. He reviewed 
his interfaith peace efforts over the last four years 

with Rabbi Michael Melchior (ΜΚ Labor-Meimad) 

David Rosen 

Director of Interreligious Relations 

involved in the \"Alexandria Process 

Islamic clerics in the region such as Sheikh Imad 

Falouji of Gaza 

West Bank 

University in Cairo (reported in refs BandC). The 
encounters facilitated by Canon White and others from 
2004-2005 led in May 2005 to the establishment in Gaza 
and in Kfar Qassem 

religious understanding and to joint speaking 
engagements by Jewish and Muslim religious leaders. 
White reported that Palestinian Authority Chief 
Negotiator Saeb Erekat has been and continues to be 
very helpful in encouraging inter-religious contacts. 

He also praised Rabbi Melchior\'s engagement 
characterizing it as V'very significant to our work 

and noted the importance of the meetings he held 
together with Melchior and Erekat. 


3. (SBU) Fresh from participating briefly in the 

Seville Interfaith Conference for World Religious 
Leaders (hosted by a French NGO) and from a series of 
meetings with political and religious leaders in Gaza 
White stressed the need to increase engagement 
activities between Israeli and Palestinian religious 
leaders 

Gazans 

Seville conference (with FRME\'s logistical assistance) 
and met with Israeli Jewish leaders and other rabbis 
was extremely significant 

because it has been difficult to facilitate travel of 
Palestinian religious leaders from Gaza and the West 
Bank into Israel 

gathering of these leaders in Cairo 

previously met. 


Column 3 

4. (SBU) Ambassador Jones noted that in a recent 
meeting with Israeli Chief Rabbi Yona Metzger and 
Director-General of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel Oded 
Wiener 

convene an international conference of world religious 
leaders (ref A) in the United States. Canon White 
responded enthusiastically to the possibility of such a 
White House initiative 

\"vital\" and \"highly strategic.\" He stressed the 
importance of having Iraqi religious leaders 
participate in such an event. 

5. (SBU) Speaking of the broader region 

that he is a senior advisor to the Iraqi Prime Minister 
on interfaith issues. He said that although Jordan\'s 
Prince Hassan is active in interfaith efforts 

relations with King Abdullah are not close. Peace 
initiatives that Hassan has undertaken on interfaith 
dialogue are viewed negatively and are actually 
perceived by many as being anti-Iraqi. Prince RaVad 
on the other hand 

Vear of King Abdullah 

more in line with the KingVs views. Nonetheless 
stressed 

be the proper host for a serious effort to bring 
together religious figures from Iraq and to bring 
together Jewish 

Holy Land. 


6. (U) White said that in addition to updating Embassy 
and Consulate officers during his frequent trips to 

this area 

officials on a regular basis 

Department 

and House and Senate figures working on Middle East 
issues. The Ambassador suggested that White also meet 
with State Department Public Diplomacy officials 
particularly ECA A/S Dina Habib Powell 

PD aspects of his planned interfaith activities and to 
explore with her and others in the R family the 
possibility of USG support for a proposed conference of 
religious leaders in the region and/or in the U.S. 


7. (U) White expressed his strong appreciation for the 
USG support he has enjoyed for FRMEVs work 

that of Embassy Tel Aviv PD officers 

Department and USIP support had proven essential in his 
foundations work. The Quartet 


r its March 21 decision to approve Akmatbayev\'s registration. Following the decision, AkmatbayewV: 
e Republican Guard for more than twenty years, was quietly removed from his post along with severe 
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much less seriously than is the U.S. by key Israeli and 
Palestinian religious leaders he has worked with. The 
U.S. role 

advice and counsel 

support 

communities\' support for reconciliation efforts. 


Results from R Grant on Interfaith Dialogue and 
Activities 


8. (U) Embassy Tel Aviv PD awarded a USD 43 

in September 2004 to White\'s previous NGO -- the 
International Centre for Reconciliation (ICR) in 
Coventry 

in FYO4 for programs on inter-religious dialogue to 
advance the peace process. MK Melchior\'s Jerusalem- 
based NGO 

Understanding 

grant. Mosaica produced separate Arabic and Hebrew 
language brochures containing the positive and hopeful 
pro-peace and pro-tolerance statements of religious 
leaders from this area 

communities joint projects for peace 

others to join in the effort. With State Department 
funds and funds from USIP 

governments and from private sources 

been able to carry out programs in Israel/West Bank and 
Gaza. These programs bring senior Israeli and 
Palestinian Jewish 

leaders together for intra- and inter-communal work to 
advance implementation of the peace and tolerance 
supporting principles to which they agreed in the 

\"First Alexandria Declaration of Religious Leaders of 
the Holy Land\" in Egypt in January 2002. (See refs B 
and C and previous.) 


JONES 
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Babic and Slobodan Milosevic\" (faxed to ΙΟ and L) which was 
distributed to Council members on March 23 

Federation requested an oral briefing by the Tribunal on the 
deaths of Babic and Milosevic. On March 30 

Fausto Pocar and the Deputy Registrar briefed Council members 
on the steps taken to investigate the suicide death of Milan 

Babic and subsequent death from natural causes of Slobodan 
Milosevic while both were incarcerated at the ICTY detention 
facility. 


rent of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) would sit on a supranational body that 
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3. Pocar reported that in both cases Dutch officials were 
immediately called and given complete access. Pocar had 
ordered an unrestricted investigation under the supervision 
of Judge Parker. He noted that 65 persons have been 
interviewed thus far 

counsel and family members who had contact with the 
decedents. Inthe case of Mr. Milosevic 

visited him have been asked to provide information. The 
Court is waiting for the Dutch government to provide autopsy 
and toxicological reports. A careful examination is being 
made of reports of the use of unprescribed medication. The 
Registrar of the Tribunal has also arranged for an 
independent expert evaluation of the detention unit in order 
to assess standards. A Swedish team 

highly respected experts will conduct the study in the Hague. 


4. Russian DPR Rogachev said he had a series of specific 
questions to address to the Court. Noting that six detainees 
have died while in custody 

concerned about the medical facilities. (Note: The 
Registrar remarked that four persons had died while in 
custody. In addition to Babic and Milosevic 

1998.) Why 

medical services? Why was he refused treatment outside of 
the prison at a facility in the Hague? Why was he prescribed 
anti-biotics? Had he contracted any diseases while in 
custody? 


5. Pocar responded that there is a medical officer at the 
facility who is qualified as a Dutch General Practitioner and 
monitors the health of all detainees. Detainees may consult 
practitioners of their choice and a Belgrade cardiologist had 
visited Milosevic. In response to the Russian\'s question 
about whether Milosevic had received treatment for 
tuberculosis or leprosy while in detention 

he had not but in January a drug was found in his blood that 
is used to treat those diseases. This substance can 
counter-act the medication that he was taking for high blood 
pressure and they are looking into how this happened. 
Because Milosevic was acting as his own Counsel 

access to many from outside the facility including 70 
witnesses and others assisting with his defense. Pocar 
assured the Council members that they are reviewing measures 
at the facility to ensure that they are adequate. 


6. The Russian complained that the responses were not 
satisfactory. His questions had been quite specific and the 
responses were general. The Tribunal lacks transparency 
said 

they hope that the results will be made public. In response 
to the Russian remarks 


ment of Pakistan (GOP) on the USG intention to request that the UN 1267 Committee amend the de 
6, signed by BG Khan Azam Khurshid, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Defence production. 3. The text o 
ıtrol Board (INCB) on March 29, MEA Joint Secretary (UN Economic and Social) Manjeev Puri respor 


006. Mr. Land will be attending the Meeting of the Ozone Officers of the English-speaking Caribbear 
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Council should continue to support the Court in its work and 
the way that it is handling its investigation. Pocar said 

that the Tribunal will keep the Council informed but must 
await the end of the inquiry. 

WOLFF 


59135 
activities. 


Gang-Related Killings Outrage Community Leaders 


4. (SBU) Twice thoughout the summer 

\"Play for Peace\" activities. Community leaders were outraged 
and responded by giving ΗΤΙ the names and locations of the 
gang members responsible for the killings. ΗΤΙ approached 
the Brazilian MINUSTAH CIVPOL commander for the neighborhood 
with the information. At first 

questioning that the allegations that the gang members werer 
targeting the summer camp activities. UN headquarters in New 
York applied pressure to MINUSTAH to provide security for the 
programs. The Brazilian\'s were receptive to advice from 
headquarters; it was at this point that Vthe carrot started 
speaking to the stick\' according to ΗΤΙ program assistant 
Stephanie Broughton. 


Enter MINUSTAH 


5. (SBU) For each target neighborhood 

maps and briefing papers describing the program 

location of projects 

community 

this information to provide a strong security presence in 

these areas 

presence near HTI-funded programs and projects. Not only did 
MINUSTAH now have the intelligence it previously lacked 

also MINUSTAH had confidence and support of the communities 
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they were supposed to protect. 


6. (SBU) As the program progressed 

forces set up a new base in the Fort National community of 

Bel Air. HTI followed and started working with community 
leaders to rebuild roads 

while MINUSTAH established regular patrols. MINUSTAH forces 
living in the neighborhood also suggested projects. 

Community leaders and HTI program implementers noticed a 


ıd energy were abundant, but the conference did not host one Tajik woman who had broken the barrii 


ı 8.4 to 11 percent increase in the minimum wage for 2006 on March 25. The increase is retroactive 1 
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change in the Fort National neighborhood: gang-members were 
losing power and were unable to intimidate the communities as 
employment became available 

evident 

HTI 

could no longer intimidate the population." 


7. (SBU) Emboldened by the sight of MINUSTAH security 
forces 

programs and a stronger security presence. In Autumn 2005 
community leaders from Ti Cheri 

bordering Fort National 

they too could have the HTI/MINUSTAH support for their 
community. Fort National community leaders introduced 
leaders from Ti Cheri to HTI and HTI started on similar 
programs in the new neighborhood. 


8. (U) At this point 

success. One neighborhood after another had requested an 
HTI-MINUSTAH presence. Areas off limits even to MINUSTAH 
forces six months prior 

disappearance of the gangs 

neighborhood called Gwo Woche (which means big rock in Creole 
and was named after a large rock where gang members would 
hold voodoo ceremonies before they would commit crimes) 
requested that HTI fund a basketball court to be built on top 

of the place where the rock stood. 


Bel Air Residents Declare Peace 


9. (U) Bel Air residents requested a holiday soccer 
tournament in December 2005. HTI agreed and suggested the 
usual Play for Peace games. Bel Air community leaders 
disagreed with the name. \"No 

have peace; let's call this the Tournament for 

Reconciliation.\" The community asked Brazilian MINUSTAH 
forces to play in an exposition match. 


Next Step: Cite Soleil 


10. (SBU) HTI already implements projects in Cite Soleil yet 
suffers from a lack of cooperation with MINUSTAH. According 
to Broughton 

but the Jordanians in Cite Soleil are not supportive of our 
proposed cooperation. HTI anticipates a rotation of 
MINUSTAH forces and hopes that it will bring further 
opportunity for cooperation. For the time being 

Brazilian MINUSTAH contingent have started projects along the 
road between Bel Air and Cite Soleil 


he Svalbard archipelago. Already the source of international disputes over fishing rights, Svalbard\'s 
Arab League had pledged to support AMIS financially for six months and to provide additional troops; 
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between Brazilian and Jordanian control. The plan is to 
achieve the same domino effect that traversed Bel Air by 
showing community leaders on one side of the street success 
on the other side of the street. 


Comment 


11. (U) The main lesson learned from Bel Air is that the 
involvement and desire of the community is the most important 
factor in the three part equation. The other two parts of 

the equation are programs 

improvements to the community 

the community that it will not come under attack by those 
VspoilersY who want to maintain chaos. 

SANDERSON 
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End Summary. 


SALT MINES UNDER A GOLDEN SUN 


2. (C) An American who volunteered in Kaolack 20 years 
ago recalls prosperity 

who visit today 

and overall sense of desperate ill-arrangement. Deputy 
Mayor Ousmane NDour bemoans a \"dying city\" with only two 
industries: a troubled peanut facility and salt farms 

that hire only a few locals. There were textile and 

gunny sack factories 

once a West African and Sahel crossroads 

goods from Guinea 

Three boats a week plied the arm of the sea called the 
Saloum River to transship Sahel goods and peanuts or 
peanut oil from rich and extensive nearby fields. Now 
says NDour 

longer run; poor rainfall has driven farmers south to the 
Casamance; the young have no jobs; and Dakar pays little 
attention. With 247 full-timers and 100 on contract 
mayoralty is Kaolack\'s top employer. 


OPPOSITION STRONGHOLD 


3. (C) Mata Sy 

President 

pretensions and 

She tells us Wade offered her the prime ministry in 2001 
to replace Moustapha Niasse 


nse Minister Bliznakov attended a farewell ceremony March 29 at the unit\'s base in central Bulgaria. 


romoting international cooperation to combat drugs and crime. With this in mind, the following inform 
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opposition Alliance des Forces de Progres. When she 
refused 

2003: become Minister of State with 

official residence in nearby Kaffrine. When she declined 
that as well 

does not join us 

to go down there and snatch the region away from her.\" 


4. (C) In fact 

Kaolack includes an ex-Minister of Construction 

President of the Kaolack Banque Credit Agricole 

director of scholarships at the Education Ministry 
Parliamentary First Vice-President 

means to try to unseat her. Some of these 

were long-time PDS loyalists 

hinged on enlisting ex-Socialists. A side effect of this 
was to expand and intensify KaolackYs sometimes vicious 
intra-PDS rivalries. 


5. (C) AFP deputy leader and Kaolack MP Madieyna Diouf 
speculated to us that PDS fractionalization in his home 
town was the country\'s worst. Local Socialist Diockel 
Gadiaga 

out-of-power hovel-headquarters 

PDS factions in the city and 20 in the region" SUD-FM 
reporter Pape NDiaye says that what has passed for PDS 
consensus after a recent visit by PM Macky Sall 

delays the free-for-all (la pagaille).\" Fearing inner 

PDS turmoil may be directed to PDS rivals 

League (LD) local leader Mapate Ba recalls that Kaolack 
was one of the few towns touched by violence in the 2000 
campaign. When then-opposition chief Wade was in town 
Ba said 

pummeled him 

into a Peugeot. Hours later 

the car owner to say 

your back seat. Better take him to hospital.\" 


WADE\'S MONUMENTS VS REGIONAL TRADITION 


6. (C) The LD\'s Mapate Ba is among those who think they 
can predict Kaolack\'s election outcome by crunching the 
numbrs: he computes that the PDS coalition won 2002local elections by 800 v 
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thousand votes is now in opposition; so Wade will lose. 


7. (C) Others are not sure it will work out that way 


; the request under consideration. However, given current commitments in Iraq and Afghanistan Halj: 
zone Layer of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). BOLTON 
aid he would forward the information to Estonia\'s Permanent Representation to the EU for further dis 
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and believe the two forces most in play are opposition 
co-leader Moustapha Niasse\'s personal standing 
Wadevs willingness to rebuild parts of the city. The 
autonomous Kaolack branch of the Tidjane Brotherhood 
which is active throughout West Africa including Nigeria 
is dominated by two rival branches of the maraboutic 
Niasse family and the Niasse name is golden. Moustapha 
Niasse\'s links to this family are apparently only distant 
and tenuous 

from it. 


8. (C) To combat Niasse and dispel local disappointment 
with his performance 

town center. One project would transform the disused 
railway station and a stretch of track into a commercial 
center and broad showpiece boulevard. A second would 
construct a new V'Heart of Kaolack 

Ndiaye told us will also be a commercial center. The 
problem 

that Wade never consulted locally 

before starting construction 

what the site will include. Mata Sy is clearly not well- 
disposed to the project 

one of the buildings has already collapsed 

the projectVs Vzinc roofs are going to launch into the 

sky in our next tornado.\" Fortunately 

will be few by-standers when that happens 

is relatively distant from the busier parts of the city. 


WE SEE THE PEANUT ISSUE CLEARLY NOW 


9. (C) In Dakar 

parliamentary front-benchers will gladly discourse on the 
arcana of agricultural policy. In Kaolack 

city of Kaffrine and the village of MBirkelane midway 
between them 

the difference is that Socialists think farmers should 
continue to plant peanuts 

the PDS wants to replace peanuts with vegetables or 
Wade\'s crop-of-the-year 

juice-fruit bissap 


10. (C) MBirkelane\'s PDS MP 

as highly unusual 

constituency. He joked with us 

ask about me at Parliament 

peanuts 

no longer provide a living. Middlemen are offering 

prices below planting costs 

using peanut straw for animals. He encourages farmers to 


points on foreign fighters in a March 9 meeting with Dimai Haddad, head of Foreign Minister Khatib\': 
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diversify 

catchments or valleys to plant household vegetables. He 
has also had built a village generator to run a millet 

mill and is encouraging artisanal workshops. 


11. (C) Kaffrine used to be tied closely to Kaolacak 
where it sent its peanuts to be pressed for oil. With 
introduction of small-scale presses 

now produced locally and Kaffrine is rapidly turning away 
from Kaolack and becoming a dependency of the Mouride 
Brotherhood\'s dynamic capital of Touba. Kaffrine Deputy 
Mayor Malick Dia told us his city may be Senegal\'s 
poorest 

floods every year. The opposition coalition controls the 
town. 


COMMENT 


12. (C) Kaolack is Senegal\'s fourth largest urban 
center 

perhaps hopelessly divided 

in the next election. It and neighboring Kaffrine suffer 
from deepening immiseration; the local peanut industry is 
in rapid decline; and there is no consensus as to whether 
to revivify or replace it. Dakar has not paid the region 

a great deal of attention 

President Wade\'s plan to rebuild the Kaolack city center. 
Even that relatively large-scale infrastructure 
development may suffer 

undertaken without consultation with local political 
powers. End Comment 


13. (SBU) This cable is the first of several examining 
the political balance in what the Senegalese call the 
\"voter pools 

Dakar slums where the next elections will be won or lost. 
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of United States laws in the territory of an independent 
country and it is therefore a serious violation of 
international law.\" On March 29 

David Noel (protect) 

Counsel for BNS. Econoff asked for clarification regarding 
those media reports 


) Ronald Long, Assistant Secretary General in the Department of Enterprise, Trade, and Employment 


of a pesticide and toxic chemicals laboratory. The following is an invitation for bids advertised in the 


Ύ Assistant Secretary (A/S) for Terrorism Financing Patrick O\'Brien met SIPDIS with Belgian official: 


Column 3 
that cited provisions of the USA PATRIOT Act as justification 
for their actions. 


2. (SBU) In fact 

Act which had led to his decision 

for BNS 

longer be able to hold U.S.-dollar-denominated accounts. The 
branch manager who wrote the actual letter to the Cuban 
Ambassador 

question 

Act. He stated that guidance from the sector 

the Bank of Jamaica (BOJ) ) that was issued in September 
2005 had led him to examine BNS procedures 

course of this review he had concluded that the bank \"was 
exposing itself to risk\" by holding such accounts. 


3. (SBU) Noel opined that the media were not interested in 
hearing his side of the story 

hints that the BNS is beholden to United States law. \"The 
fact of the matter is that this is business 

\"It is nave to think that you can ignore the domestic 
legislation of any country in this industry.\" He further 

noted that 

expecting any Jamaican public figures to come out in support 
of BNS actions. V'It is far easier to support poor little 

Cuba 


4. (SBU) His cynicism notwithstanding 

pleased with the backing that he had received from BNS senior 
management. He believed that there was V'no chance" that the 
bank would bow to media or political pressure to reverse the 
decision. Post will continue to monitor press coverage and 

the bank 

TIGHE 
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legal trade and all the forms of regional cooperation. We 
are ready to discuss possible specific directions and forms 
of that cooperation. 


End text of nonpaper. 
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telling the press that \"the possibility for an important role 
for Norway in the project is not diminished.\" 

3. (C) While the growing Norway-Russia energy dialogue 


continues to move full throttle 
little progress on substantive issues during the visit 


JRLD YOUTH TO HIGHLIGHT THE DANGERS OF DRUG DOPING IN SPORT. MATSUURA BELIE' 


emphasized the USG view that the African Union\'s request for re-hatting was definitive and without r 
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discussions largely a re-hash of well known positions. On 
the Barents border delineation issue 

Russia\'s suggestion to explore the disputed zone for 
petroleum resources while negotiations continue. The 
Norwegians insist that the border be clearly determined 
before any exploration is undertaken. On fisheries rights in 
Svalbard 

states should be responsible for punishing rogue fishing 
vessels. The Norwegians claimed the right to regulate 
fishing practices and enforce compliance in the Svalbard 
archipelago. On Russia\'s ongoing salmon ban 

told Fradkov that the ban should be lifted and reportedly 
served the Russian PM Norwegian salmon. Fradkov said after 
meeting Stoltenberg that \"there was a willingness to find 
compromises on disputes 

evidence of progress. 


4. (C) The high-level visit was remarkable for its lack of 

any substantive agreements. The Norwegian media gave the 
visit a positive spin and focused on the countries 

relations and gas development opportunities 

substantive article on the visit we could find appeared on 

the website \"FishUpdate.com 

of Understanding on an information and monitoring system for 
Barents maritime traffic. The MFA told us that a mutual 
cooperation agreement with the Russian Ministry of Justice 
was also signed during the visit 

public mention of it. 


NORWEGIANS TREAD CAREFULLY ON HUMAN RIGHTS 


5. (C) Ina briefing to resident Ambassadors on April 3 
Stoltenberg\'s National Security Adviser Ingvard Havnen said 
they had raised human rights with Fradkov 

situation in Belarus. Havnen said Fradkov completely 
dismissed the West\'s claim that the election was a fraud 
rejected calls for sanctions 

had been a democratic election. When several Ambassadors 
asked if Stoltenberg had raised human rights concerns in 
Chechnya 


NORWEGIAN OFFICIALS OUTWARDLY OPTIMISTIC 


6. (C) The positive spin given the visit reflects the 
center-left governmentVs public line on relations with 
Russia. We repeatedly hear that bilateral relations have 
never been better and that the Moscow is treating Oslo as a 
genuine partner. True 

engagement is paying some dividends. Bilateral trade 


lisnel objected strongly to recalling the Nigerian mechanized company on loan from UNMIL to UNOCI 
he Embassy of the United States of America and hasthe honor to refer to the Embassy\'s Note 194 c 


TEL/COFFEE EMAIL OF 03/29/06 AND PREVIOUS C. 05 TEGUCIGALPA 522 D. 05 STATE 2: 
s active in the West Bank and Gaza reviewed their current contact policy with the PA in a March 30 m 
Jake Walles, per reasons 1.4 (b) and (d). This cable has been cleared by Embassy Tel Aviv. 1. (C 

and security forces in Diyarbakir (reftel). Diyarbakir Mayor Osman Baydemir had earlier called on bı 
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turnover increased by 66 percent in 2005 (with trade in 
seafood alone worth $533 million) 

increasing enrollment at Norwegian Universities 
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one Norwegian energy company will likely take a stake in the 
Shtokman project. 


7. (C) However 

partnership. Despite some hoopla and hope several weeks ago 
that Fradkov might give a signal of real progress on the 
border talks 

its old positions. Privately 

that there is little chance that Russia will agree to 

Norway\'s median line approach and that Oslo will (eventually) 
have to cut the best deal it can get. There was also no real 
movement on Russia\'s seafood ban 

for three months with no end in sight. While Russian 
scientists are in Norway this week visiting aquaculture 

sites 

seafood products 

half-billion dollar share of Russia\'s growing import market. 
Finally 

subsequent protests over Norway\'s continued fishing vessel 
inspections show 

the Norwegian position on Svalbard. 


COMMENT 


8. (C) The Russians seem to be in no hurry to resolve some 
fundamental old differences with Norway 

border issue. Nor do the Russians hesitate to create new 
difficulties 

interests. The Russians will no doubt continue to engage 
with Norway on these and other leading issues 

relationship is clearly imbalanced. The Norwegians need 
movement on the Russian side to resolve some issues that are 
central to their interests 

energy 

environment 

more peripheral. 


9. (C) The center-left coalition keeps casting the most 
positive light possible on the relationship 

unprecedented number of high-level visits by ministers of 
each country over the past several months. And 

bilateral relations and interaction have improved 
substantially in recent years 
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will have to demonstrate real substantive progress to 
maintain the public line. An editorial in Norway\'s newspaper 
of record 

Norway is really getting out of the relationship 

that the media is not fully buying the government\'s spin. 
The difficulty is that Oslo has little real leverage over 
Moscow to compel progress on the central issues. The 
Russians can continue to sit back 

them (like on developing Shtokman 

need for Norwegian offshore petroleum technology) 

letting other difficult issues fester. The imbalance poses a 
special risk for Norway\'s High North agenda 

which (energy 

security) is tied to its relationship with Russia. For 
Norway to pursue this agenda effectively 

good relations with the Russian bear. 


10. (C) For better or worse 

albeit a difficult one 

partially explains Norway\'s eagerness to engage us and 
European powers on the High North 

real effective counterbalance to Russian power in the region 
on the most contentious issues. The underlying reality 
publicly voiced 

anxious about Russia\'s future direction. While they all hope 
for the best 

happen if things turn for the worst. In fact 

the Norwegian establishment that most support NATO and strong 
relations with us do so in part out of lingering fear that 
Norway could end up with an unstable and potentially 
threatening neighbor once again. 


Visit Oslo\'s Classified website: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/oslo/index.cf m 
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exacerbated the Baloch sense of powerlessness and 

frustration. Moreover 

view the government\'s announcements as \"eyewash\" because the 
government had a very poor record of keeping its promises. 


5. (C) Ishaq Baloch 
Baloch National Party said that while the party welcomed the 
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GOI had no knowledge of any activities or connections to Ireland of Lashkar e-Tayyiba or its aliases 
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announcements 

Gwadar three years ago and announced the establishments of a 
university and polytechnical institute 

had materialized. People would not be satisfied until 
concrete steps were taken. \"We do not want jobs or special 
announcements 

says: a quota of 5.3 percent in all federal services.\" He 
claimed that out of 40 

only two were Baloch. Ultimately 

was political: Islamabad should act as a \"federating center 
not a \"governing center.\" A PML politician 

Ahmed Jogezai 

Musharraf had promised an amnesty on agricultural loans 

to this day Baloch farmers were still paying off their loans 
with interest. People would not be satisfied until there 

were free and fair elections and had a government of their 
own choosing. 


6. (C) Sher Ali Mazari 

Nawab Bugti and a regular Embassy contact 

the announcements would have an impact. First 

would expect that given the level of corruption in the 
provincial bureaucracy 

reach them. Second 

threatened or displaced Baloch populations in 8 districts. He 
estimated that there had been 600 civilian casualties to 
date 

(Comment: in post\'s judgment these number appear 
significantly inflated. End Comment.) Third 

Balochis continued to experience regular indignities at the 
hands of Punjabis. He estimated that there were 300-550 
checkpoints in Balochistan 

other services. \"If you are a Baloch 

Quetta 

by people who don\'t speak your language 


7. (S) Mazari concluded that the initiatives would have no 
major impact and confided that senior figures in Islamabad 
agree 

leaders Chaudhry Shujaat and Mushahid Hussain (strictly 
protect). He had met each of them within the last two weeks 
he said 

While each of them viewed the economic and political 
initiatives as positive 

insufficient and worried that they were being undercut by 
recourse to the military option. (Note: Mazari reported that 
Aziz was concerned that Musharraf was not getting good 
information from his Director General of Military 
Intelligence. Aziz had confided to Mazari that the DGMI 
advised Musharraf that only 3 percent of Baloch people 
supported the Sardars 


intelligence of giving &a green light8 to terrorists seeking to carry out attacks in Jordan. End summa 


irassley and representatives from the Brazil-U.S. Business Council, have raised WTO Doha Round is 
ı USTR. 2. BEGIN TEXT: The U.S. Secretary of State, Dr. Condoleezza Rice, and the Foreign Minist 
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pleased that Musharraf was V'sorting out the Sardars and that 
even the Baloch nationalist Dr. Hayee Baloch was pleased with 
Musharraf\'s vigorous stance. Mazari had told Aziz that all 

three assertions were preposterous and had arranged a meeting 
for Aziz with Dr. Baloch at his own home 

Aziz this directly. End Note.) 


The Cautious Optimists 


8. (C) In contrast to Baloch political figures 

journalist contacts and NGO representatives familiar with 
Balochistan were cautiously optimistic. Toseef Saba 

of the paper Nara-l-Haq admitted that Baloch apprehensions 
were justified in view of previous unfulfilled promises. He 

said he worried that people around Musharraf were \"spoiling 

his good intentions 

speeches of Musharraf and Shaukat Aziz and was convinced that 
they were sincere. \"Let\'s see what happens now 

concluded. 


9. (C) Another journalist 

he met last week with nationalist Sardars Nawab Akbar Bugti 

and Baloch Marri and that both were optimistic about 

prospects for negotiations with the government. He was also 
heartened by the visits of Musharraf and Aziz to Balochistan 
which he interpreted as signs that they were under pressure 

from the people of Balochistan. Rahat Malik 

political analyst 

announcements had been welcomed by the Baloch people and he 
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expected tensions would begin to ease within a month. He 
reported rumors that Nawab Bugti was ready to negotiate a 
settlement. 


10. (C) A Program officer with a microcredit NGO active in 
Balochistan acknowledged that the government had been very 
slow to deliver on past promises 

this time it would be different. He gave Musharraf the 

credit for restarting the Saindak mineral extraction project 

in Balochistan and for building dams in the province. These 
projects might not show results for years 

vantage working on micro-credit he had already seen 
measurable economic improvements even in remote areas of 
Balochistan. Yes 

judged 

wrong. 


TE 43530 BROWNFIELD 
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Comment 


11. (C) The government\'s pursuit of a two-track policy -- 
using sticks with the Baloch separatists and carrots with the 
broader Baloch population -- is sensible 

and broken promises of the past work against the strategy. 

It will be years before the Baloch people see the jobs and 
improved living standards that could overcome their 
skepticism about the government\'s intentions. Given the 
comparative backwardness of the province 

more years (if ever) before the Baloch people are 
educationally and economically on an equal footing with other 
provinces. Restoring stability in the short term would 

require directly engaging the renegade sardars and 
far-reaching political steps to give the Baloch people a 
greater say in provincial affairs and greater control over 

the province\'s resources. Although the announcement of these 
economic initiatives will have limited impact in Balochistan 

it may serve the government by convincing other Pakistanis 
that Islamabad has made a credible effort 

groundwork for possible military action. 
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enemy" and the \"collaborators working with it on the ground" 
for their responsibility in the assassination (ref). 

Muhammad Dahlan and Rashid Abu Shubak published statements 
denying any involvement in al-Quga 

an investigation by the PA. HAMAS Interior Minister Said 
Siam ordered the creation of a committee composed of 
officials from the PA Interior Ministry 

office 

circumstances behind the killing of al-Quga and the 
subsequent violent clashes. 


Biographical Note on al-Quga 


5. (C) Al-Quga was the leader of one of several militant 
power centers in Gaza. Al-Quga began his career as a Fatah 
militant associated with Khalid al-Wazir (Abu Jihad) and 
returned from exile in Tunis in 1994 along with the PLO 
leadership. Al-Quga claimed credit for bringing the Qassam 
rocket technology to Gaza as well as several notable attacks 
during the al-Aqsa Intifada 

During the al-Aqsa Intifada 

emerged as the most prominent military leader of the al-Nasir 
Salah al-Din Brigades wing of the PRC. Media sources 
reported that al-Quga was implicated in the October 2003 
fatal attack on the Embassy Tel Aviv convoy in Gaza. 


Column 3 


6. (C) Al-Quga had grown more religious and closer to the 
HAMAS leadership in recent years. Al-Quga was a rival of 
Muhammad Dahlan and had publicly criticized PSO control of 
border crossings. According to Presidential Guards sources 
militants affiliated with al-Quga had been prominent in 

efforts to undermine the tah\'diah (period of calm) and were 
responsible for recent Qassam rocket launches into Israel. 
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might have renewed fears about growing unemployment. That 
said 

compared to Q-3 and Q-4 2005. 


Unemployment Decrease in February 

Remained Unchanged 

5. Unemployment decreased 15 

not enough to affect the unemployment rate 

unchanged at 9.6% and the youth unemployment rate at 22.2%. 
The slight decrease in numbers was probably due to 
demographics and seasonal corrections 

may have been due to potential job seekers choosing instead 
to march through the streets in protest. Interestingly 

hiring through government-subsidized contracts was lower in 
February (14 

remained low in 2005 based on INSEEVs data released on March 
31 

farm and government sectors increased 0.3% in Q-4 2005 over 
Q-4 2004. 


Finance Minister Remains Optimistic About 2006 


6. Even with the INSEE revisions 

remained unchanged at 1.4% 

forecast range for 2005. Nevertheless 

quarterly conference 

reaffirmed his 2006 GDP growth forecast of 2.0-2.5% 

should reduce the unemployment rate to 9% by the end of 2006 
and to 8.7-8.8% by April 2007. He expected 200 

be created. 


7. The 2.0-2.5% growth GDP forecast is also the range upon 
which the GOF based its 2006 budget. Breton said that a 
return to stronger growth would enable France to reduce the 
budget deficit to 2.8% of GDP in 2006. On March 31 
reported that the budget deficit decreased to 2.9% of GDP in 
2005 (Breton said \"exactly to 2.87% of GDP\") from 3.7% in 
2004 


Sovernment of Lebanon identify the nature and scope of international assistance needed in this regaı 


e President/Foreign Minister Samuel Lewis to urge that Panama support Guatemala\'s UNSC candid 
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GDP for the first time since 2001. In a separate interview 
with Le Monde 

increased to 66.8% of GDP in 2005 from 64.4% in 2004 
stabilize in 2006. Speaking for European Commissioner to 
Economic Affairs Joaquin Almunia 

that the Commission would continue to keep a close eye on 
the French deficit 
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Comment 

8. Breton delivered his message of optimism at a time when 
the government is confronted with unrest over measures to 
reduce unemployment. He did not say whether his forecast 
for a decrease in unemployment took into account any jobs 
created by the CPE. His optimism therefore is unlikely to 
calm and convince the hundreds of thousands students and 
unions protesters demanding the complete withdrawal of the 
law on the CPE. 

STAPELTON 
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another unilateral disengagement in the near future. The 
article names two outposts as Aloney Shilo and Nof Kana 
Qarney Shomrom settlement in the Ariel bloc 

unnamed outposts near Ofra and Bet El in the central West 
Bank. (Note: Aloney Shilo and Nof Kana are different names 
for a single outpost 

both the USG and IDF. This may be a misprint in the article. 
End note.) The article did not name any other outposts for 
consideration 

retroactively authorize pre- or post-March 2001 outposts. 


4. (U) In exchange for approval of these outposts 

expects the settlers to voluntarily evacuate from other 
outposts throughout the West Bank 

GOI officials claim that negotiations on such a deal between 
the government and settler leaders are ongoing 

Amrusi 

allegations. 


5. (C) Brigadier General (ret.) Baruch Spiegel 
Defense (MOD) advisor 
that the information presented in the article was not true 
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and characterized it as \"disinformation.\" Lt. Col. Oded 
Herman 

that it has commitments to the USG to remove all 24 
post-March 2001 outposts 

for the removal of these outposts 

start to implement the plan after the elections. (Note: The 
USG counts 44 post-March 2001 outposts. End note.) 


6. (C) Notwithstanding SpiegelYs and Herman\'s denials of the 
report 

balloon 

of Aloney Shilo/Nof Kana 

in the Ariel bloc 

retain in permanent status negotiations 

success in this regard are questionable. The other outposts 
cited in the article as being near Ofra and Bet El 

settlements are even more problematic. Ofra and Bet El are 
nowhere near the separation barrier; they are slightly 
northeast of Ramallah in the middle of the central West Bank. 
The GOl is likely considering these outposts 

distance from the barrier 

descriptions of Kadima\'s plans for a second unilateral 
disengagement as announced by former Shin Bet Director Avi 
Dichter several weeks ago. Dichter 

defense minister in the new government 

would keep MaVale Adumim 

Ofra-Bet El 


7. (C) Ultimately this speaks to the greater issue of 

Kadimavs plan for unilateral disengagement and declaration of 
the separation barrier as a final border. The GOI has never 
negotiated the route of the separation barrier with the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) and 

the PA 

Hence 

with the U.S. 

on the ground.\" Some in Kadima may see approving outposts 
retroactively in advance of a campaign for international 
support as a convenient way of quietly adding to such ground 
facts. Laying down a marker now that the U.S. continues to 
expect Israel to abide fully by its commitments to us on 
outposts may be a way of dissuading them from embarking on a 
strategy which will only complicate matters for us now and 
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make it harder for them to gain international support when 
the time comes. We request approval to use the following 
talking points with appropriate GOI officials: 


-- We have noted a recent article in the Jerusalem Post 
alleging plans to retroactively authorize ten illegal West 
Bank outposts that the GOI would treat as part of Israel 
under a future unilateral disengagement plan. 


-- As you know 

understanding regarding outposts. The U.S. continues to 
abide by this understanding and calls on Israel to do so as 
well. 


-- Efforts to change retroactively the status of outposts 
would complicate our mutual efforts to gain international 
support for isolating Hamas and should be avoided. 


kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk 


Visit Embassy Tel Aviv\'s Classified Website: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/nea/telaviv 


You can also access this site through the State DepartmentVs 
Classified SIPRNET website. 
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facilitator for the Al Qaeda in Iraq network\". Other reports 
indicate that over the past five months 

significant number of lethal incidents in which the MNF is 
alleged to have used excessive force to respond to perceived 
threats either at checkpoints or by using air bombing in 
civilian areas. 


In drawing the attention of your Excellency\'s Government to 
this information and seeking clarification thereof 

fully aware of the stance taken by your Government in 
correspondence with me regarding the mandate\'s competence 
regarding killings that are said to have occurred within the 
context of an armed conflict (I refer to your Government\'s 
letters dated 22 April 2003 and 8 April 2004). 

As explained in my report to the 61st Commission on Human 
Rights 

Government of 26 August 2005 and 7 March 2006 

only the relevant formulation of the mandate but also the 
General Assembly in its resolutions and the now longstanding 
practice of the independent experts successively holding the 
mandate since its creation in 1982 make it clear that 
questions of humanitarian law fall squarely within the 

Special Rapporteur's mandate (See E/CN.4/2005/7 


Column 3 
45). 


| would also recall that the Human Rights Committee has held 
that a State party can be held responsible for violations of 
rights under the Covenant where the violations are 
perpetrated by authorized agents of the State on foreign 
territory 

of [the foreign State] or in opposition to it\". (See Lopez 

v. Uruguay 

(1984) 


Finally 

of 10 March 2005 

must ensure that any measure to combat terrorism complies 
with their obligation under international law 

international human right 


Without in any way wishing to pre-judge the accuracy of the 
information received 
following questions: 


1. Are the facts alleged in the above summary of the case 
accurate? On what basis was it decided to kill 
capture 


2. What rules of international law does your Excellency\'s 
Government consider to govern these incidents? If your 
Excellency\'s Government considers the incidents to have been 
governed by humanitarian law 

instruments or customary norms are considered to apply. 


3. What procedural safeguards 
ensure that these killings complied with international law? 


4. Does your Excellency\'s Government intend to provide 
compensation to Mr. Faiz Harrat Al-MajmaV'eevs relatives. 


It is my responsibility under the mandate provided to me by 
the Commission on Human Rights and reinforced by the 
appropriate resolutions of the General Assembly 

clarify all such cases brought to my attention. Since | am 
expected to report on these cases to the Human Rights 
Council | would be grateful for your cooperation and your 
observations. | undertake to ensure that your Government\'s 
response is accurately reflected in the reports | will 

submit to the Human Rights Council for its consideration. 


Please accept 
consideration 


Philip Alston 


Column 3 
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial 
executions 


End text of letter. 
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some Algerian youth would continue to be susceptible to 
jihadist recruitment efforts 

working for a solution that would reinforce the sovereignty 
and credibility of the Iraqi Government. 


ERDMAN 
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Classified By: Robert S. Ford 
reasons 1.4 (b) 


1. (C) SUMMARY: Reports of recent Iraqi Army (IA) and 
Iraqi Police (IP) friction in Fallujah led to a Marine- 
initiated meeting held March 20 to convey Coalition Force 
(CF) concerns and implement operational changes. The 
Shia-dominant army units (two brigades) and Sunni- 
dominant city police force (1 

recruited) agreed to new procedures and improved liaison 
activity. For now 

but army and police units in the still volatile and 

symbolic city will require continued close Marine 
oversight. Marine leaders made clear that officers will 

be held personally accountable for the actions of their 
forces. Fallujah\'s mayor 

Zobaie 

messages.\" Fallujans remain concerned about perceived 
coalition policy to stand aside should sectarian violence 
worsen and extend beyond Baghdad. They argue that the 
Coalition is responsible for protecting Sunni Arabs 

against MOI-run militias 

anxiety over a premature U.S. pullout. END SUMMARY. 


2. (C) Fallujan residents have regularly complained to 
Marines and Poloff about IA behavior and treatment 
especially the army brigade stationed in the northern 


illion from the sale of discounted crude oil, and USD 146 million in the form of a governmental loan. 


sition activist, Vyacheslav Sivchik. On March 23, unknown persons impersonated Embassy local em| 
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part of the city. Iraqi police 

present and are locally recruited Sunni-Arabs 

voiced similar concerns. On March 14 

ΙΑ had blocked access to a street and were threatening to 
shoot them. On March 15 

approached the Joint Coordination Center with visible 
injuries; he said he had received them at an entry 
checkpoint from lA soldiers 

formal report (likely out of fear of IA retribution). On 
March 16 

they claimed a grenade had been thrown at them in the 
area. IP arrived 

departed only after Marines requested it. 


3. (C) Following these incidents 

(Fifth Marines) charged with overall security in Fallujah 
held a meeting with IA 

The Marine commander made clear that all ISF leaders 
would be held personally accountable for the behavior of 
their soldiers and officers. IA-IP fights and friction 

would not be tolerated. Liaison capacity between units 
needed to improve and extend to lower ranks. Mayor 
Dhari 

acknowledged the need to refocus efforts and cooperation. 
(NOTE: Criticism of the IA is not uniform. Fallujans 
claim that the IA brigade operating in the northern half 
of the city acts more abusively to residents 

brigade in the southern sector has functioned well. END 
NOTE.) 


4. (C) Sheikh Dhari conveyed privately to PolOff March 19 
growing frustration with seemingly contradictory U.S. 
positions and public comments. He said such \"mixed 
messages\" were confusing Sunni-Arabs and would be 
counter-productive. Sheikh Dhari remarked 

many messages coming from you Americans\" to include 
his words: 


--\"General Casey tells us that security needs to handed 
over to the ISF.\" 


--\"Rumsfeld said if you hand Iraq back to Iraqis it will 
be like the situation in Germany 
back.\" 


--\"Bush says there is democracy in lraq.\" 


rational has decided to discontinue all operations in Mozambique. The withdrawal comes as the rest 


it is for consultations on issues related to Kosovo future status talks. Point of contact will be Political ( 
dur awarded in FY2005, or to be able to provide slightly more funds to each grantee. As Kenyan civil 
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--\"Ambassador Khalilzad states that ΜΟΙ and MOD will not 
be handed over to sectarianism.\" 


A"And now you Americans say that you are meeting with the 
Iranians.\" (NOTE: Fallujah-area Sunnis fear \"dirty 

deals" might be cut with Tehran and reflects ongoing 
paranoia about Iran\'s V'hidden hands\" in Iraq. END NOTE) 
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5. (C) Sheikh Dhari also voiced concerns over what he 
considered to be an unclear U.S. position regarding 
increased sectarianism and CF reactions. Would U.S. 
military forces stand aside 

implied in his recent Senate testimony? He added \"we are 
in a dilemma and confusion. It is like Indian movies 
which all start with happiness but end with dilemmas.\" 
Sheikh Dhari urged the U.S. to be more clear on these 
areas or risk exacerbating tension and Sunni-Arab fears 
that they will be left to fend for themselves against 
government-backed Shia militias should the situation 
deteriorate. PolOff reiterated the U.S.\'s commitment to 
a national unity government and non-sectarian Ministry of 
Defense and Ministry of Interior 

future would be decided by lragis 

Americans for that matter. 


6. (C) Mayor Dhari told PolOff that Sunni-Arabs seek 
clarity on the overall U.S. position on militias. Many 
Fallujans have echoed concerns to PolOff about the timing 
of any CF drawdown. Some also have pointed to the MOI- 
run Jadriyah torture bunker in Baghdad 

what follow-up the U.S. planned 

these exchanges will be reported septel.) 


7. (C) Intra-ISF friction in Fallujah likely stems from 
increased sectarianism 

units have been stationed in the city since Operation AI 
Fajr. When MOI Public Order Brigade (POB) forces (since 
redeployed) operated in Fallujah -- from December 2004 to 
summer 2005 -- residents similarly flagged abuse 


ons and to conduct maintenance on U.S. registered aircraft. 2. Embassy understands that no other 
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concerns 

\"Shia time 

help improve the dynamic and deter any escalation. 

Still 

flashpoint. The ΜΟΙ has recently agreed to increase 
500 

surrounding areas. The city police chief wants to 
recruit 200 of this group from the Shia-dominant Nasser 
Wa Salaam area (east of Fallujah). This plan could help 
ease tension 

sufficient oversight and leadership 

exacerbate it should sectarian pressures country-wide 
escalate. 


8. (C) Sheikh Dhari\'s criticisms of U.S. positions center 
on the sustained fear 

Iranian influence. This perception of Tehran\'s meddling 
is widely shared. The not unfounded anxiety over ΜΟΙ 
militias will likewise continue to drive the unsettled 
Sunni-Arab mindset in Fallujah. One senior Fallujah Imam 
recently told PolOff that while the Shia and Kurds had 
their militias 

respectively 
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Lebanese prisoners in Israel are freed 

militant groups in Lebanon are disarmed. Najm said that 
Hizballah officials do not hate Americans; many have 
relatives in the U.S. Hizballah simply views the USG as 
misguided 

of Israel. However 

in a dialogue with USG officials. Najm denied that Hizballah 
would ever attack the Embassy. Najm was not sure how the new 
electoral law proposals might affect the Christians of 
Jezzine 

support among southern Christians. End summary. 


NAJM\'S HIZBALLAH TIES 


2. (C) On March 29 

met with Georges Najm 

parliamentary bloc from 2000-2005. Najm 

Christian from Jezzine 

admits to maintaining both political and personal ties to 
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Hizballah even following his removal from its parliamentary 
list in 2005. Najm did not blame Hizballah for his removal 
from the joint Amal-Hizballah list. He accused Speaker of 
Parliament and Amal movement leader Nabih Berri for asking 
Hizballah to replace him with Pierre Serhal. Najm claimed 
that Berri wanted him out of power because he enjoys real 
grass roots popularity among the Christians of Jezzine 

is thus a threat to Berri\'s hold on the south. Serhal 

the other hand 

Najm. 


IS HIZBALLAH MODERATING? 


3. (C) Najm 

periodically and maintaining friendships with MP Mohammad 
Raad and Minister of Energy and Water Mohammad Fneish 
painted a moderate picture of Hizballah. He described Raad 
and Fneish as honest 

not believe how modestly they live 

comparison with the wealthy politicians of March 14. He 
recounted a meeting with Hizballah Secretary General Hassan 
Nasrallah a few years ago. Najm told Nasrallah that if 
Hizballah wanted an Islamic republic in Lebanon 

at the forefront to oppose it. Nasrallah agreed 

Najm that an Islamic republic is no longer a Hizballah goal. 


4. (C) Najm claimed that Hizballah only wants to \"liberate\" 
the Shebaa Farms 

and safeguard Lebanon against Palestinian militant groups. 
Once those conditions are met 

will disarm and join the Lebanese Army. Econoff asked how 
can Lebanon regain the Shebaa Farms if it does not know the 
boundaries of the territories it claims. Najm said that he 
understood the Shebaa Farms to include Ghajar and some 
not all 

unconcerned that the mostly Syrian Alawi resident of Ghajar 
may not want inclusion into Lebanon 

there after 1956. Regarding Palestinian arms 

pointed out the contradiction that if 

Hizballah wants to keep its arms for fear of another 
Palestinian uprising like during the civil war 

Hizballah so friendly with the Palestinian militant groups in 
Lebanon. Najm replied that Hizballah was dragging out 
disarmament of Palestinian militias only because then its own 
militia would be discussed next. Hizballah\'s support of 
Palestinian militants was only tactical. The reality was 

that Hizballah and its Shia constituents fear a Palestinian 
resurgence in Lebanon. 


DISTRUSTS 
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DOES NOT HATE USG 


5. (C) Regarding the United States 

denied any Hizballah intention to harm the Embassy or 
American citizens. Hizballah does not hate Americans; many 
Hizballah officials have relatives in the U.S. Hizballah\'s 
problem is with the USG 

of enmity. Hizballah distrusts the USG because of perceived 
USG bias in favor of Israel to the detriment to the Arab 
countries 

the USG more as a misguided giant than an evil force. For 
example 

USG designation of \"Al Manar\" television and other 
Hizballah-linked media outlets as brought on by the Jewish 
lobby in Washington. All Hizballah wants 

is an even-handed approach to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
Hizballah is not demanding that the USG forsake Israel 

that it treats the Arab countries at the same level it treats 
Israel 


6. (C) When econoff asked how Hizballah\'s rhetoric can be 
so hateful if Hizballah does not consider the USG an enemy 
Najm replied that Hizballah is just reacting to USG 

statements labeling it a terrorist organization. The 

terrorist label really upsets Hizballah officials and they 

felt they needed to reply. Nonetheless 

are eager to meet with USG officials to engage in a dialogue 
according to Najm. He said that Labor Minister Trad Hamadeh 
(another associate 

not have met with the Ambassador last year had Hizballah 
disapproved. \"Nor would | meet with you a second time 

they were opposed 

offered to serve as a middle man between Hizballah and the 
Embassy 

the USG is not so inclined and meetings between USG officials 
and terrorist groups are forbidden. 


ELECTORAL LAW IN JEZZINE 


7. (C) Econoff inquired whether some of the new electoral 
law proposals would change prospects for the Christians of 
Jezzine who are now subsumed in a large electoral district 
dominated by Amal-Hizballah. Najm replied that he may run 
again for parliament in the next elections in 2009. He was 
undecided on whether to run on Hizballah\'s list because his 
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prospects would depend on how the electoral districts are 
drawn. He believes Hizballah enjoys considerable support 
among southern Christians. Hizballah delivered winter fuel 
to the Christians of Jezzine before its Shia constituents 
according to Najm. Najm also claimed that the Maronite 
Church in the south owns some of the land of the Shebaa 
Farms. The Maronite church would then supposedly gain a 
financial boast if Hizballah \"liberated\" the Shebaa Farms for 
Lebanon. 


COMMENT 


8. (C) Najm\'s take on Hizballah is typical of Lebanese who 
wish to see the Shia group bright into a political process 

that maintains Lebanon\'s links with the USG. We can not 
share his view of Hizballah as a moderate party. Despite a 
spirited debate 

genuinely interested in developing contacts with the Embassy. 
He offered a unique inside view of Hizballah thinking 

though with a healthy dose of party line. End comment. 
FELTMAN 
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he occupied a very poor position. Bassil argued that Siniora 
had deliberately misinterpreted the approval given him by the 
national dialogue regarding the Arab Summit. In Bassil\'s 
view 

join the official delegation 

in front of the other Arab leaders. Instead of a united 
delegation 

including possibly Saad Hariri 

over an issue that 

government policy. He insisted the national dialogue members 
never intended that Siniora attend as a \"second delegation.\" 


4. (C) In his opinion 

Nasrallah were to be expected and may have short-circuited 

even more serious reaction in LebanonVs Shia community. 

Bassil acknowledged that Nasrallah\'s language had gone beyond 
the pale (\"...we will cut off the hands and the head of 

anyone who tries to disarm us...\") 

exceptionally poor judgment and timing. 


5. (C) The dedicated Aounist 

Siniora government and Sunni \"dominance\" in Lebanon 
that the Siniora government was in serious decline 

little hope of recovery. He characterized the governmentVs 
performance as inept and remarked caustically 

to do a thing. V 
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6. (C) Bassil said he and other senior advisors had advised 
Aoun to let the Amal/Hizballah/Lahoud troika batter the 
government senseless. By taking a relative high road 
Aounists believed they will appear to be a more reasonable 
alternative. When asked whether their strategy was evolving 
Bassil stated the best path for Lebanon now would be new 
parliamentary elections. He argued that the days of the 
Hariri majority were numbered 

appeared they had pushed away the powerful Shia community. 
For now 

will point out at every opportunity the paralysis that has 

set in with regard to political and economic progress. 


COMMENT 


7. (C) It was clear Bassil considered the past week a great 
success for Michel Aoun and the Free Patriotic Movement. 
Bassil feels they are in the perfect political position -- 

with two powerful forces attacking each other 

the confidence of the public (especially outside their 
respective sectarian communities) 

by sadly noting the absence of \"real leadership.\" Ever since 
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his return 

series of mishaps by the Siniora government and a faltering 
of the national dialogue process 

appetite for even greater stakes 

of the hated Hariri parliamentary majority. End comment. 
FELTMAN 
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exercise of religious worship in the framework of the 
Constitution 

order 

liberties of third parties.\" Per articles five through nine 

all structures intended for the exercise of religious worship 
must be registered by the state 

structure to allow religious worship is subject to prior 
approval of the National Commission of the Exercise of 
Religious Worship. Additionally 

take place in structures exclusively intended and approved 
for that purpose. This gives the GOA the power to regulate 
the locations of all non-Muslim worship and monitor 
participation. The GOA can now effectively shut down 
informal Christian religious services that take place in 
private homes or in secluded outdoor settings where some 


DISTRICT Summary 1. An acute dry season, amplified by poor seasonal rains last November is er 


‘his message is sensitive but unclassified--not for Internet distribution. 
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converted Muslims currently worship. 


DETERRENCE OF PROSELYTIZING 


4. (U) Article 10 stipulates that the punishment for 
proselytizing is one to three years in jail and a maximum 
fine of 500 

for lay individuals and three to five years of jail time and 
maximum 1 

leader. Article 11 also lays out a maximum of five years in 
jail and 500 

or utilizes means of seduction tending to convert a Muslim to 
another religion; or by using to this end establishments of 
teaching 

any other establishment; or any financial means.V This 


clause appears directly aimed at limiting Christian 

charitable assistance by construing these groups as seducing 
Muslims to Christianity despite their focus on charitable 

work rather than evangelism. Anyone who makes 
distributes printed documents 

like with the intent of shaking the faith of a Muslim may 

also be punished in this manner. Article 14 maintains that 
foreigners arrested for proselytizing may be expelled from 
the country and banned from residence for a minimum of ten 
years. This will only take place 

of the individual\'s entire prison term. 


ADDED \"PROTECTION\" FOR RELIGIOUS LEADERS 


5. (C) Though not stated in the legislation 

Interior (MOI) 

Christian religious leaders by fax that they will be placed 

under extraordinary security for all moves outside of the 

Wilaya of Algiers. Much as is the case for diplomats 

leaders must now give the GOA advance notice of any intended 
travel outside Algiers 

police escort. Christian clergy have been safe and free to 
travel throughout the country for several years 

has not been a recorded attack against them outside of 

Algiers since the 1996 beheading of seven French monks by 
Islamic terrorists in Tiberine. Within Algiers 

attack was the January 2005 stabbing of a Protestant pastor 
Hugh Johnson. Pastor Johnson\'s wound was not life-threatening 
and he has since made a full recovery. Christian officials 

in Algiers have taken their complaints on this new measure to 
the MOI with no result. 


AVOIDING PUBLIC DEBATE 
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6. (SBU) The legislation was passed as an ordinance and 
signed by President Bouteflika. As an ordinance 

requires a rubber stamp Parliamentary vote with virtually no 
debate. Post contacted several members of parliament prior 
to the vote 

from the secular Democratic National Rally (RND) remarked 
\"It was too bad to pass a law on such a sensitive topic as 
freedom of religion with absolutely no debate.\" Other MP\'s 
took a pragmatic view and said the law was procedurally 
introduced as an ordinance to avoid having a public debate on 
religion. A representative of the National Liberation Front 
(FLN) 

the President is right to take measures against people who 
took advantage for several years of the Algerian constitution 
and its freedom of religion. Post also contacted a lawyer 
well-versed in Sharia law who warned that Algeria V'should be 
careful when establishing this framework that it is not in 
contravention of the constitution and the international 
commitments of Algeria....A misinterpretation of this law 

could create an abuse in human rights which must be avoided.\" 


ERDMAN 
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personnel; the Minister professed ignorance as to the reasons 
for authorities\' action and as to prospects for the paper\'s 
resuming publication. In subsequent discussion April 3 
editor-in-chief of \"The Point 

GOTG\'s action to March 27 articles in \"The Independent" 
critical of President Jammeh and confided that it had been 
unwise to provoke him in the aftermath of the failed coup 
attempt. Saine thought that V'The Independent" would likely 
remain closed for some time. Ambassador will register our 
concern over the action against \"The Independent" in meetings 
he has requested with Jammeh 

other officials. END SUMMARY. 


APPROACH TO INFORMATION MINISTER 


2. (C) Ambassador met April 3 with Information Minister Neneh 
MacDouall-Gaye 

closure of the independent daily 

ongoing detention of its General Manager and Editor-in-Chief 
(ref a). Ambassador urged that the GOTG promptly allow the 
journal to resume publication and either release its detained 
staff or make clear the evidence of wrongdoing behind their 
detention. 


Column 3 

3. (C) Minister MacDouall-Gaye professed ignorance of the 
reasons for authorities\' action against \"The Independent 
saying she could not confirm reports that the move stemmed 
from articles in the paper\'s March 27 edition that were 
critical of President Jammeh. She added 

\"important\" for the media to avoid \"irresponsible criticism\" 
of the GOTG Vin this sensitive period\" following the failed 
coup attempt March 21. The Minister stated that she was 
unable to say when the paper might be allowed to resume 
publication. 


A PROMINENT JOURNALIST\'S ASSESSMENT 


4. (C) In subsequent conversation with Ambassador April 3 
Pap Saine 

journal 

action against \"The Independent\" was due to its March 27 
articles replaying opposition allegations of Jammeh\'s 
excessive wealth and condemning coups -- while weaving in 
criticism of Jammeh\'s policies since his own successful coup 
in 1994. Saine asserted that 

coup attempt 

criticism and that the management of \"The Independent\" had 
been unwise to provoke him. Saine 

Independent\" of an anti-Jammeh/pro-opposition bias 

that it had long been the President\'s most vociferous critic 
among the privately owned journals and that authorities\' 
action had not come as a surprise to him. 


5. (C) In response to Ambassador\'s query 

assessment of prospects for \"The Independent 

period of closure was likely to be prolonged. Asked about 
the status of the detainees 

in custody and had yet to be charged with specific offenses. 


COMMENT 


6. (C) As previously reported (ref b) 

of the Jammeh Government 

noticeably more balanced than \"The Independent!" in its 
treatment of the GOTG. In recent days 

clear its opposition to the failed coup attempt -- while 
refraining 

Jammeh over his 1994 takeover. At the same time 
Point 

prompt investigaQon of detainees and release of those 
cleared of involvement in the failed coup plot; it has also 
registered concern over the actions against \"The Independent.\" 


Column 3 

7.(C) Saine\'s gloomy assessment of prospects for \"The 
Independent\" and its detained personnel was troubling 

the Information Minister\'s profession of ignorance about the 
episode; as the GOTG\'s point-person for dealing with the 
press 
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event 

has requested with Jammeh 
officials. END COMMENT. 
STAFFORD 
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French\"); DPOB April 24 

-- Ingrid Gertrud Rosa Sacher; DPOB June 16 
Saarbruecken 

AGUIRRE 


59158 

been to Baghdad to further his OFF-related investigation. He 
thanked Embassy Baghdad officials for meeting with him and 
said the trip had been very useful. 


2. (C) In response to a separate news article reporting that 

he would soon be leaving the financial investigations section 
of the Paris Prosecutor\'s office 

was incorrect and filled with \"false rumors.\" Courroye 
speculated that whoever was responsible wanted him to leave 
because of any one of the many investigations he was 
currently conducting. 

Please visit Paris\' Classified Website at: 
http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/paris/index.c fm 
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During a weekend press interview of presidential-hopeful Jose 
Rizo 

corruption 

strategy throughout has been to deny all evidence 

how obvious or overwhelming 

progress in the Panama case by every possible means. 


4. (SBU) We understand that the Panamanian substitute judge 
will now have over a month to decide whether Aleman 

or anyone else should go to trial in the money laundering 

case. If Jerez has indeed bought his exoneration in advance 

it remains to be seen whether the outcome will somehow clear 
Aleman as well 
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ex-president. (Comment: Despite the delays and machinations 
of Aleman and cronies to derail the Panama case 

fact that it is drawing extraordinary coverage here could 
generate considerable public sentiment against Aleman. The 
news will have especially strong impact on the same day the 
PLC holds its mini departmental conventions to vote on its 
presidential candidate. Post greatly appreciates Embassy 
Panama\'s efforts to emphasize the importance of due process 
in the Aleman/Jerez case to the Panamanian authorities 

well as Embassy Panamavs formal and informal reporting on 
developments in the case.) 

TRIVELLI 
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governor 

BrazilVs slow growth at only 2.5% annually 

tax 

too conservative 

India have emerged on the world stage 

cardinal said Brazil needs to focus on issues such as education 
free markets 

agreements such as the Free Trade Agreement of the Americas. He 
characterized Mercosur as weak and worried that the world is not 
paying attention to Latin America 

chaos 


7. (C) Hummes agreed with ambassador that corruption is a 
problem and that the Holy See should also pay more attention to 
Latin America. He noted the role of the Latin American Bishops 
Council (CELAM) and the potential of next year\'s planned papal 
visit to Brazil. 


8. (U) Note: Sandoval expressed interest in meeting Ambassador 
Garza. Hummes said he had recently met Consul General McMullen 
but had not had the opportunity to meet Ambassador Danilovich. 

End note. 


9. (C) Comment: The two meetings differed in focus - Sandoval 
more concerned about Latin American political trends 

more focused on social and economic troubles in Brazil - but 
shared an emphasis on the need for better understanding of the 
power of free trade and free markets in the region 

that the United States government could help bring this about. 
Ambassador endorsed this view and also encouraged the cardinals 
to consider how the Catholic Church might contribute to that 
outcome. 


ROONEY 
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sults alone. After the vote, each side will do its utmost to spin the results -- which are likely to be inco 
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governor 

Brazil's slow growth at only 2.5% annually 

tax 

too conservative 

India have emerged on the world stage 

cardinal said Brazil needs to focus on issues such as education 
free markets 

agreements such as the Free Trade Agreement of the Americas. He 
characterized Mercosur as weak and worried that the world is not 
paying attention to Latin America 

chaos 


7. (C) Hummes agreed with ambassador that corruption is a 
problem and that the Holy See should also pay more attention to 
Latin America. He noted the role of the Latin American Bishops 
Council (CELAM) and the potential of next year\'s planned papal 
visit to Brazil. 


8. (U) Note: Sandoval expressed interest in meeting Ambassador 
Garza. He also discussed his conviction that his predecessor 

had been killed by the Mexican government in 1994? Same for 
Hummes with Danilovich. Hummes said he had recently met Consul 
General McMullen but had not had the opportunity to meet 
Ambassador Danilovich. End note. 


9. (C) Comment: The two meetings differed in focus - Sandoval 
more concerned about Latin American political trends 

more focused on social and economic troubles in Brazil - but 
shared an emphasis on the need for better understanding of the 
power of free trade and free markets in the region 

that the United States government could help bring this about. 
Ambassador endorsed this view and also encouraged the cardinals 
to consider how the Catholic Church might contribute to that 
outcome. 
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with the vote count 

ballots were found lying around the PSC. At another PSC 
located in a home for the elderly 

running for the village council 

and the staff were asking whether residents had voted for the 
director. End summary. 


Tymoshenko wins in the west 


2. (SBU) Conventional wisdom heading into the March 26 
elections was that Our Ukraine would take western Ukraine 
BYuT the center 


reftel, the following is the requested information of the nominee: Edward T. Canuel, Pol/Econ Officer, 


` Leader, Provincial Reconstruction Team Ninewa, State. REASON: 1.4 (a), (b), (d) ------- SUMMAF 
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day 

pluralities in Rivne (reftel) 

Chernyvtsi 

pluralities in nine central regions. (Note: Our Ukraine won 
Ukraine\'s three westernmost oblasts 

southern and eastern regions.) BYuTVs margin over Our 
Ukraine in Ternopil was a razor-thin 0.33% of the vote (or 
2189 votes 

rightist Ukrainian People\'s Bloc of Kostenko and Plyushch 
with 10.18% (since they did not pass the 3% barrier 
nationwide 

Rada) 

and Regions (2.01%). In the 2002 Rada elections 

parties passed the then-4% barrier to enter the national 
Rada 

BYuT\'s 18.83%. Ternopil was solidly Orange during Ukraine\'s 
2004 presidential race 

the December 26 revote. 


3. (SBU) An Embassy team directly accredited with the Central 
Election Commission (CEC) observed the election in Ternopil 
a city of 220 

agrarian region of Ukraine with a population of 1.1 million. 
President Viktor Yushchenko graduated from the Ternopil 
Institute of National Economy. In Ternopil 

elections at a District Election Commission (DEC 165) 
overseeing the Rada election 

Commissions (TECs - charged with overseeing the local 
elections) 


PSC 44 - incompetence or fraud? 


4. (SBU) While the conduct of the elections was largely free 
and fair 

(DEC 165) 

PSC protocol. The PSC chair inexplicably did not deliver 
these results to the DEC until 12 hours later; the protocol 
delivered contained different numbers from the ones we 
recorded 

OU. When the inaccurate protocol from PSC 44 was brought to 
the attention of the DEC chair 

his staff to \"do what you want.\" None of the DEC 
commissioners seemed to understand the issue 

was taken. Finally 

to another room and recount the ballots. Strangely 

packages of actual counted ballots had the correct 
information recorded on them 

numbers recorded on the protocol. OSCE/ODIHR observers 
covering the same DEC noted that other protocols were being 
delivered with incorrect numbers 


the mix and that Taylor would not be welcome in the country. MEECE 
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many voters in DEC 165 may have disenfranchised due to 
counting/recording errors. 


5. (SBU) In other potential violations at PSC 44 

representing the Pora-PRP and Kostenko-Plyushch blocs claimed 
they had videotaped 200 voters receiving ballots without 
signing the voter list; they requested the PSC chair sign 

their challenge to the results. When the chair refused to do 

so 

since 200 voters represented more than 10% of the total 
number of voters atthe PSC 

Ukrainian election law to throw out the PSCVs results. We 
were unable to follow up with these observers regarding their 
potential court challenge 

PSC 44 appeared unchanged on the ΟΕΟ website. We also found 
8 unmarked ballots that contained voters\' names (voters must 
sign their ballots when they receive them) Iying around the 
voting premises of PSC 44 during the vote count. One 
commissioner said that these ballots had mistakes and would 
be destroyed later 

tallied and packaged for transfer to the DEC. We are unsure 
how these ballots were accounted for on the PSC protocol 
(note: there is a line for spoiled ballots -- those which 

have more than one party marked 

from the \"vote against all" category\"). 


A little help from my friends? 


6. (SBU) Another issue of concern we saw in Ternopil was 
observers or candidates intervening in the election process. 
At PSC 44 

an observer 

of \"helping out 

DEC 165 a BYuT observer \"helped\" correct a protocol 
was mentioned that this was the responsibility of the DEC 
commissioners. At PSC 6 

the home\'s Director 

village council 

nurse from the facility helping the elderly vote asking 

you support our Director as a member of the village council?\" 
The residents inevitably replied in the affirmative. 


Poor organization 


7. (SBU) Disorganization led to some long lines; voters at 
PSC 37 waited approximately two hours to vote. Despite the 
long lines 

to us that they were not provided with sufficient funding 

often having to supply their own phones 


1 specifically on Iran, Iraq, and Hamas. A/S Welch was accompanied by Ambassador and Rear Adm 


sky, and Djoli said that the Congolese position had not changed. MEECE 


/e any substantive comments, but otherwise promised to convey any such comments back to us befc 
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one instance 

used to package the ballots for delivery to the DECs/TECs. 
There was much grumbling that the 150 hryvnya pay (125 
hryvnya after taxes 

sufficient compensation for the long hours of work involved. 


8. (U) Visit Embassy Kiev\'s classified website: 
www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/kiev. 
Herbst 
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far along" in its thinking as the USG 

was useful to know our position well in advance of the April 
13 and April 27-28 NATO meetings. 


3. (C) Drawing from ref b 

Groot (Horbach\'s immediate superior) had discussed 
NATO-Georgia relations with EUR A/S Fried on March 27. De 
Groot had given the impression that the Dutch would be more 
comfortable beginning an ID than engaging on the basis of the 
Membership Action Plan (MAP) 

MAP was Va bridge too fan" for the Dutch 

brief de Groot and other senior GONL officials on our talking 
points at the earliest opportunity. Any Dutch decision 
stressed 

consultations and discussions with key allies. 

ARNALL 
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Ball" at the Pegasus Hotel. 


3. Hall introduced Patterson 

gathering and expressed his best wishes to the new 
government. Simpson Miller began her address with a prayer 
then called for unity and an end to corruption. She 
committed herself to addressing the nations poverty by 
improving job prospects through better education and more 
effective crime fighting in poorer communities. The new PM 
pledged to expand Jamaica\'s commitment to CARICOM 
specifically welcomed the presence of Codel Issa 
delegations 

FM K.D. Knight 

recent campaign as intellectually unsuited to be PM 

Miller said 

one person more important than the other 

color 


4. At midnight on March 31 

announced the members of her cabinet: Robert Pickersgill 
Housing 

Planning; Peter Phillips 
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Government Business in the House of Representatives; Maxine 
Henry-Willson 

and Land; AJ Nicholson 

of Government Business in the Senate; Dean Peart 
Government and Environment; Phillip Paulwell 
Commerce Science and Technology; Anthony Hylton 
Affairs and Foreign Trade; Aloun Assamba 
Entertainment and Culture; Hoarce Daly 

Kellier - Labor and Social Security; and 

Information and Development. Campbell and Hylton 
not members of parliament 

to be given cabinet portfolios. 


5. Septel to follow on the new Cabinet. 
TIGHE 


59166 


d) stage attacks on the opposition 

criminalization of dissent (vs. Sumate and ten journalists at 
current count) to levying wild public charges and threats 
(vs. Zulia Governor Rosales and Baruta Mayor Capriles) to 
sending armed thugs to physically threaten opposition 
politicians (vs. Chacao Mayor Lopez) and 


e) blame us for everything. This campaign is Chavez vs. the 
Empire.\" 


3. (C) While we believed -- and still do -- that the OAS 
electoral observation mission in December left a lot to be 
desired 

if it wasn\'t enough 

criticized the election process really annoyed the 

Bolivarians. The mere presence of an EOM did represent some 
sort of brake on Bolivarian behavior and caused them to make 
some electoral concessions. An EOM might help cement this 
concession in place for future elections. Finally 

of Bolivarian abuses seems to be accelerating 

broadening. The buzz in Caracas (and that does not make it 
true) is that the BRV is nervous about the election because 

of the huge abstentionism in the December 2005 legislative 
elections 

base 

seven years. Chavez probably fears that an unopposed run 
will make the election will look like a plebiscite 

reminiscent of dictatorships. There is a possibility that 

faced with poor turnout 
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blatant intimidation to pad the numbers (note 

election) to reach his goal of 10 million votes. A credible 
EOM would be a deterrent to fraud or 

discover such irregularities. We note that there will be new 
leadership at the CNE 

might make some of the sophomoric and exploitable mistakes 
that an EOM could catch. 


4. (C) On the downside 

hamstrung from the start 

conditions and access issues that will prevent it from seeing 
behind the curtain at the CNE and delay its arrival. We can 
be certain that the Bolivarians will intentionally bog down 
negotiations with the opposition candidate(s) so that 
conditions will be in flux up until the elections. Previous 


EOMs have simply not been technically sophisticated enough or 
had enough time in country to grasp the context of these 
negotiations or the fundamental inequities in Venezuela\'s 
electoral system. Also 

winning trajectory absent some devastating political or 

social crisis 

anoint a Chavez victory. Even if we can count on some modest 
criticism that the EOMs have delivered in the past 

has spun it to his advantage and has come away rather clean. 
Best of all 

victory was blessed by the international community. And 

finally 

responding to the EOM reports last year 

them. 


5. (C) Embassy is neutral on whether we should support 
another EOM. But if Washington decides to support (and fund 
if practical) 


-- Start early 

already being violated (Chavez is openly campaigning despite 
rules limiting the season). The inflated registry 

Chavez cites as the reason he beat the referendum 
disastrous condition and in need of real scrutiny. 


-- Be durable and consistent over time 

We saw what happened with OAS IOM Chief Perina and his crew; 
it took them a few weeks to get oriented 

they knew what was going on 

the Bolivarians are already at work 

observers need to be watching. 


October 2005 coalition declaration, the new Norwegian government specifically stated that it would cı 


/ruz visitto Tashkent. Kazakh Ambassador Kabdrakhmanov said the visit was successful, but discus 
nes Webb Space Telescope (JWST) Quarterly Review meeting (all), April 20 thru 29, 2006 and to vis 


lit the agreements will bear. In addition to speaking to Karimov about human rights, the Korean Presi 
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-- Establish at least one branch office (Maracaibo). Zulia 

is most likely to resist the charms of electoral 

Bolivarianism 

pressing Rosales hard. Observers on site might keep the BRV 
honest. 


-- Be affiliated with the OAS 

Obviously 

Venezuela\'s problems during the December 2005 parliamentary 
elections. The EU probably has more credibility with the 
opposition than the OAS 

Separate but coordinated missions would be best. 


-- Be headed by a person of real stature 
devote the time and energy to the enterprise and who will not 
be intimidated by Chavez and the Bolivarians. 


6. (C) The Department will have to weigh a number of 
factors regarding who might head an EOM. We include a few 
thoughts 

fellow 

talk in Caracas is that he got rolled by them. He backed 

down on the day he was to make his interim report public. 
Based on this experience 

of scruples demonstrated by the BRV 

best course would be to select a former head of government to 
lean an EOM. Former (or soon to be so) presidents Lagos 
Toledo 

scraps with Chavez 

upon to be tough in the clinches. Batlle of Uruguay could be 
considered 

Bolivia. Further afield 

the principles 

Aznar and Felipe Gonzalez would be interesting 

ideologically diverse former leaders who both have made clear 
their views on the undemocratic behaviors of the Bolivarian 
government. 


7. (C) AMBASSADORVS COMMENT: | don\'t really care what we 
decide on an EOM 
BROWNFIELD 
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Sao Paulo in the contest of October 2004 

complete the entire four years of the mandate 

Mayor's office to become a candidate for any other elective office." 

In attempting to defuse the expected criticism 

resist taking yet another swipe at his predecessor in City Hall 

Marta Suplicy (2001-04) of President Lula\'s Workers\' Party (Partido 
dos Trabalhadores - PT). \"The opposing team...has no moral standing 


ni, Treasury A/S O\'Brien requested the VP\'s assistance in acquiring trade data from Customs. The 
:sults of Palestine Legislative Council elections held on January 25, 2006, was given a vote of confide 
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to open its mouth to talk about public works and everything and 
anything else [i.e. 

have and will not have anything else to say. After the mess they 
left City Hall in...and in the face of their lack of proposals and 

the path Brazil is on now 

them to talk about except this.\" He went on to say that resigning 
was Va difficult decision 

was a decision 

it was the correct decision. | believe the people of Sao Paulo will 
understand my reasons." 


3. On the evening of March 30 

letter to the President of the state Legislative Assembly 
communicating his own resignation 

my decision to be a candidate for elective office in the upcoming 
contest of October 1 

Constitution 

Mayors 

months prior to any election in which they plan to run for 
government office. The only exceptions are Mayors 
Presidents seeking re-election; for example 

have to resign in order to run this year. 


SAO PAULO 00000355 002 OF 003 


4. Per τοῖς B-C and E 

in 2002 lost to Lula 

party\'s presidential nomination this year 

determined Alckmin. A large part of Serra\'s problem was his 
reluctance to announce his candidacy absent strong party consensus 
behind him 

supporters. His promise to serve out his term required him not to 
appear too eager to leave; only a strong appeal from the whole 
party 

Alckmin 

handicapped. 


5. As momentum swung towards Alckmin in the contest for the 
presidential nomination - the party leadership named him on March 14 
(ref B) -- Serra supporters began to discuss the possibility of his 
running for Governor instead. The idea was to keep this key 


Jil-for-Food (OFF) Program. Despite the IIC\'s findings that the GOR itself and Russian business firm 


Column 3 

position of leader of Brazil\'s largest state (with 40 million 
people 

USD 190.9 billion) out of the hands of the PT 

Marta Suplicy and Senator Aloisio Mercadante 

primary on May 7 (though Suplicy would reportedly like to hold it 
earlier). The notion of a Serra candidacy gained momentum with the 
March 20 publication of a \"Datafolha\" poll (ref A) showing that 
Serra could win the race in the first round with 58 percent of the 
vote if Mercadante were the PT candidate and with 50 percent if 
Suplicy were the PT candidate. In either scenario 

other challenger 

Democratic Movement Party (PMDB) 

according to the poll. None of the other prospective PSDB 
candidates appeared to resonate with voters. Under those 
circumstances 

Alckmin supporters told us (ref A) that his candidacy would 
strengihen the ticket and be good for the party. PSDB State 
Deputies and Mayors visited him at City Hall to ask him to run. 
Representatives of other parties met with him to discuss possible 
alliances. 


6. Serra is succeeded by Vice-Mayor Gilberto Kassab (see ref D) of 
the Liberal Front Party (PFL) 

years and nine months of his term. Kassab has pledged to continue 
Serra\'s policies. For the time being 

Municipal Government 

position to help Serra keep his fingers on the pulse of municipal 
affairs even while on the campaign trail. Also staying on is 
Secretary of Services Andrea Matarazzo 
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charge of coordinating the city's 31 Assistant Mayors\' Offices 
(\"Subprefeituras\") 

for Congress. Matarazzo 

Ambassador under Fernando Henrique Cardoso 

contact 

campaign (ref E). 


7. Serra\'s gubernatorial candidacy has the potential to be a win/win 
for the PSDB. Political observers note that his strength in Sao 
Paulo will enable Alckmin to leave the campaign here in his hands 
and devote more attention to the critical northeast. Another clear 
winner is the PFL 
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the Governorship for the next nine months in the person of Claudio 
Lembo. Post will report in further detail septel on departure of 
important personnel at the state and local levels and other 
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election-related developments. End Comment. 

8. This cable was coordinated with Embassy Brasilia. 
MCMULLEN 
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Liberal Folha de S. Paulo (4/3) editorialized: Debates over the new 
U.S. immigration law are dividing the U.S. The Republicans at the 
House approved a very tough bill that transforms illegal immigration 
into a federal crime 

undocumented foreigners.... Another item of the bill is the 
construction of a wall aimed at preventing Mexicans from entering 
the U.S. Such legislation is a violent response to a concrete 
problem that frightens an increasing number of Americans. The 
already 11 million illegal immigrants in the U.S. have been accused 
of taking jobs from Americans 

crime rates and benefiting from social programs. Fortunately 
everyone in the U.S. shares such a prejudiced view.... Senators 
are more moderate 

also reinforces border surveillance and facilitates the deportation 
of illegal foreigners 

bill.... The Senate\'s bill has already angered the most conservative 
Republicans 

Bush 

If he supports the Houses bill 

statements. If he supports the Senate\'s alternative 

identified with the Democrats 

Republicans 

McMullen 
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elections 

election results. Most of the pressure comes from a handful 
of parties that failed to reach the three-percent threshold 

for representation in the parliament (Verkhovna Rada) 
though evidence supporting claims of miscounts mostly relates 
to provincial and local elections. However 

insider Petro Poroshenko has also endorsed the recount 
concept 

archrival Yuliya Tymoshenko to the PM\'s chair. Two 
non-binding resolutions 

at PSCs where falsification has been alleged 


adly a protester beaten by security forces on March 25 who subsequently went missing, died from his 
ist; Adam Biales, Molecular Biologist; David Bencic, Biologist; Mitchell Kostich, Statician; Laura Jacks 
irn Atlantic Region (RAAS) to the East. With high beef prices, easy travel to Managua and beyond or 
| Rorvig for reasons 1.4 (b) an (d). --------------------------------------------- ------------- Debt issue at an ea 
SAW 3830 H. WARSAW 3632 |. WARSAW 3364 J. WARSAW 3212 1. Very little has char 
MSG HAS BEEN RESENT IMI RESENT AS ADANA 00071 IMI 00071 SORRY FOR ANY AND ALL 
106. 2. Embassy understands that no further assistance is necessary. POST ACCESS: 3. Visitors w 
inderstands that no further assistance is necessary. POST ACCESS: 3. Visitors who need unescorte 


resentative Mahmud Daher reported to EconOff March 31 that the PA had completed the culling and 
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calling for a nation-wide recount 

lame duck Rada April 4; Yushchenko has signaled his intent to 
address the Rada prior to consideration ofthe measures. The 
Rada will also swear in Constitutional Court judges nominated 
in November 2005 by the judiciary and Yushchenko 

last giving the Court a quorum again. The Central Election 
Commission (CEC) expects to receive the remaining original 
protocols of polling station vote counts April 3; CEC Chair 
Davydovych suggested March 31 that official final results 
should be announced by April 10. Rada contacts predicted the 
first sitting of the new Rada would occur in early May 

which time efforts to elect a new Speaker and divide up 
committee chairs and assignments would begin 

on the 30-day period to form a parliamentary majority would 
start. End summary. 


No April Fools joke: a Maidan reunion in the works 


2. (U) In an April 1 radio address to the nation 

Yushchenko said that the next government coalition based on a 
Rada majority should be formed by the political forces which 
defended democracy on the Maidan during the Orange 
Revolution. The next steps 

sign an agreement on the coalition\'s policy objectives 

then a negotiated distribution of governmental posts. 
Yushchenko also called for all parties/blocs elected to the 
Rada to sign a \"stability pact 

agree on principles related to \"the consolidation of the 
Ukrainian nation." 


3 

three-percent threshold are the Tymoshenko bloc (BYuT) 
Ukraine 

projected to have 243 of 450 seats in the new Rada (129 
33 seats 

is well-known; Moroz and the SPU have laid down a public 
claim for their share of all positions. Some of the Our 
Ukraine insiders forced from office in the September 2005 
government reshuffle but still close to Yushchenko 
particularly ex-National Security and Defense Council 
Secretary Petro Poroshenko 
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resisting/delaying a renewed alliance with Tymoshenko. 


What next? Lame duck Rada consideration of recount 


4. (SBU) The next step in the post-election dance will come 
April 4 


st, Sofia, and Tirana and Consulate Thessaloniki. 2. (U) As requested ref A, this message provides a 
'06 INL-funded IPR training in Turkey. 2. (SBU) While Turkey\'s IPR regime improved significantly in 


te,s March 29 visit to Belgrade reinforced previous trends ) she will continue to push the EU to mainte 
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President Yushchenko expected to make an address. Two 
non-binding resolutions (postanova) -- not laws (zakon) -- 
calling for a recount are expected to be added to the docket. 
The first 

repeat vote counts at individual polling stations only. The 
second 

faction 

Ukraine MP Karmazin 

lost) 

CEC from announcing final results until then. Neither 
resolution includes budgetary provisions or administrative 
guidelines for conducting a recount. (On a positive note 

the limping Rada will also swear in Constitutional Court 
judges nominated by the judiciary and President Yushchenko in 
November 2005 

Rada still must nominate its own selections to the court.) 


5. (SBU) Calls for a recount in the aftermath of a 
sporadically messy vote count 

local level 

that failed to make it over the three-percent threshold into 
the national Rada: Natalya Vitrenko\'s People\'s Opposition 
bloc (2.93%) 

Kostenko-Plyushch\'s bloc (1.87%) 

and Order (Pora-PRP - 1.47%) 

Democratic Party (NDP - 0.49%). Citing a list of alleged 
falsifications and inaccuracies in preparation of the voting 
protocols 

re-count. Some of the successful parties have also 
complained about incidents of alleged fraud 

31 edition \"Svoboda Slova\" (\"Freedom of Speech 

show) 

Poroshenko said they would support recount resolutions to be 
considered by the Rada April 4. 


6. (SBU) On the Svoboda Slova program 

recount option 

largely clean and accurate 

affecting only local races 

driven by court orders based on evidence of fraud committed. 
These positions were shared by CEC Chair Davydovych. 
Committee of Voters of Ukraine (CVU) chair Ihor Popov agreed 
in an April 3 press conference. Popov noted numerous 
violations during the vote count but said that they primarily 
affected local races 

large-scale falsification 

outcome of the election. Contributing factors to the messy 
vote count included complex and contradictory provisions in 
the two election laws (governing Rada and local elections) 
along with fatigue and inexperience among PSC members. Popov 
termed the Rada\'s recount resolutions political acts rather 


; violence. Bot reportedly hopes such comments will help push the EU as a whole into taking a more 
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than necessary steps 
resolution passed. 


7. (C) Comment: Petro Poroshenko 

would be seeking to at least slow down the return of 

archrival Tymoshenko to the PM\'s chair. In addition to his 
public comments on \"Svoboda Slova\" March 31 

much in a recent meeting with the UK embassy 

DCM Martin Harris (please protect). Yushchenko\'s publicly 
expressed sentiments on the issue also suggest he is not in a 
hurry to put the issue to rest and move forward. In his 

April 1 radio address 

election was conducted without massive fraud 

officials tried to alter the results in favor of some forces. 
Ukrainska Pravda reported that Yushchenko subsequently 
requested CEC Chair Davydovych to give careful consideration 
to the minor parties\' request for a recount. 


Next steps: Final announcement 


8. (SBU) Even if the Rada passes a non-binding resolution 
the next formal step is for the CEC to declare the final Rada 
election results. While the CEC\'s website posted 100 percent 
of the results from the roughly 34 

those were based on electronic submissions from the 225 
District Election Commissions (DECs) 

Davydovych called an \"official-informal parallel vote count" 
during \"Svoboda Slova\" March 31. The final results must be 
based on the original paper protocols with PSC commissioner 
signatures and stamps 

April 3. Davydovych suggested on \"Svoboda Slova\" that he 
would announce the result of the count of the hardcopy vote 
protocols by April 10. 


9. (SBU) Article 82 of the Constitution and Rada procedural 
rules passed March 16 mandate holding the first session of 
the new Rada within thirty days of the announcement of 
official results. Two Rada sources told us April 3 that they 
expected the new Rada to convene in early May. 


10. (SBU) Rada Speaker Lytvyn\'s faction did not make it into 
the new Rada. Lytvyn\'s last act will be to make an 
\"ex-speaker\" report to the new Rada on the status of 
legislation. At the first session of the new Rada 

provisional presidium representing the five factions making 

it over the threshold (Regions 

Communists) will meet to agree on how to handle the first 
session 

party 

have heard rumors that Regions 


5 to implement against the Lukashenko regime. Serpi stated that the EU agreed to implement an ex 
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considering boycotting the new Rada if it is not included in 
a majority coalition 

elections if the Rada is unable to perform is 
constitutionally-required tasks.) 


11. (SBU) Among the tasks in the opening session are: 

election of a Speaker and two deputy speakers 

Committee chairs and decisions on committee assignments. The 
elimination of single-mandate independents and reduction of 
parties in the Rada to just five in 2006 could simplify 

matters; in 2002 

Speaker with the bare minimum 226-vote majority. A 
parliamentary majority must be formed within a month of the 
convening of the new parliament 

dismissal. 


...and lawsuits 


12. (SBU) CVU\'s Popov noted in his April 3 press conference 
that it would be reasonable to expect lawsuits in the wake of 
the CEC\'s declaration of the Rada election results from 
parties failing to make it into the Rada. Given the lack of 
documented proof of falsifications 

the courts would dismiss such lawsuits regarding the Rada 
results. 


13. (SBU) The situation is different for local races 

number of which 

rerun in the coming weeks/months. The race for Simferopol 
mayor was already invalidated by the Crimean Territorial 
Election Commission (TEC) on election day (ref A) 

soon thereafter by Zhytomyr; another eight mayoral elections 
have been appealed in courts 

resolution for months. CVU\'s Popov noted an interesting 
trend: new faces won nearly two-thirds of all towns in 
Ukraine 

the post\" system 

the top two candidates aggressively attacked each other. 


14. (U) Visit Embassy Kiev\'s classified website at: 
www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/kiev. 
Herbst 
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He reiterated the GOG\'s commitment to finally resolving the 
territorial dispute 

to normalizing relations with Belize. End Summary. 


Background 
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2. (U) The March 23-24 ministerial-level meeting began the 
first phase of a new stage of negotiations based on the 
\"Agreement over a Framework for Negotiations and Confidence 
Building Measures!" signed in Washington in September 2005. 
Since September 

several occasions 

details of that plan. In a November 2005 meeting 

and Belize agreed to the OAS recommendation to address the 
three areas of dispute--land 

maritime--separately 

on any area would enter into force until a final agreement 

was reached on all issues. In a February 

the OAS 

the first phase with maritime issues 

they would make the most progress in the shortest timeframe. 
At that time they also resolved to include Honduras in the 
maritime negotiations. 


3. (U) The outcome of the March 23-24 meeting was to 
establish technical working groups to examine specific 
aspects of the maritime dispute. According to Orellana 
country has created its own working group and the three will 
convene in Belize City on 20-21 of April. 


A difficult negotiating partner 


4. (SBU) Orellana expressed Guatemala\'s ongoing frustration 
with the Belizean posture 

Other members of the commission 

with Orellana 

\"careful handlingW and that negotiating with Belize is 
\"exhausting.\" They said 

tried to impose unrealistically short timeframes for 

resolving long lists of issues. They speculated that Belize 
is simply \"going through the motions\" in order to derail 
bilateral negotiations and force the dispute to move to 
international court. They underscored the futility of that 
approach since 

the Guatemalan Congress won\'t approve holding a popular 
referendum as required by the Guatemalan constitution. 


5. (SBU) Orellana said he wanted it understood that while 
Guatemala\'s territorial demands must 

presented in certain terms 

more flexible than it appears and Guatemalan negotiators are 
open to creative solutions. He said that the press and 

public\'s expectations are unrealistic and emphasized that the 
GOG doesn't expect a sovereign nation to cede a large part of 
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its territory. 


6. (SBU) Commission members also took the opportunity to 
express their disappointment that the British government has 
not taken a more active role in resolving the dispute. They 
said they wished that the U.K. would use its influence to 
persuade Belize to adopt a more flexible negotiating position. 


7. (U) Orellana said that OAS involvement has been 
indispensable and added that Guatemala welcomes other 
countriesY support of the negotiating process. 


Good neighbors 


7. (SBU) Orellana was mostly positive and optimistic about 


improvements in the bilateral relationship as a result of 

confidence building measures undertaken in recent years 
assessment shared by other Commission members. Orellana said 
the two countries had agreed not to allow ongoing 

negotiations over the territorial dispute to stand in the way 

of efforts to strengthen their relationship. Nevertheless 

they complained that Guatemalan citizens are not treated as 

well in Belize as Belizean citizens are treated in Guatemala. 


8. (U) Poloff took the opportunity to follow up on recent 
confused reports that two Guatemalan farmers were shot to 
death by Belizean authorities. Orellana confirmed that the 
reports were false; in fact 

Belizean police but have since been released. He added that 
these false reports are not uncommon and that the GOG has 
learned to respond cautiously. 


9. (SBU) Comment. Members of Guatemala\'s Belize Commission 
expressed frustration and skepticism that isn\'t conveyed in 
Foreign Minister Briz\'s recent public statements which tend 

to be positive about the negotiations. While it\'s 

encouraging that the two countries have agreed on a framework 
and are meeting regularly 

progress while the parties\' positions remain irreconcilable. 

It seems unlikely that Congress would consider approving a 
popular referendum without at least some territorial 
concessions from Belize 

commitment not to cede \"even an inch\" to Guatemala. 
Meanwhile 

to relegate the dispute to a sidebar rather than allowing it 

to dominate their relationship. End comment. 

DERHAM 
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both.\" He explained that the Ministry had contracted for the 
services of a 72-year-old former Icelandair Director of 
Operations and Chairman of the Association of European 
Airlines Committee on Technology and Operations 

Leifur Magnusson 

pouring into the Ministry from helicopter manufacturers 
(note: including Sikorsky; end note). Magnusson contributed 
much-needed technical expertise to Ministry deliberations. 


3. (C) Poloff asked why the decision-making on SAR assets was 
being handled in this way by Ministry principals rather than 
delegated to the presumed subject-matter experts at the ICG. 
Eiriksson confided that Bjarnason is fed up with leaks and 
public complaints from the ICG and is tempted to privatize 
some of its functions. Icelandic law enforcement functions 
that have been partially privatized 

service on the country\'s 112 (equivalent to U.S. 911) line 
have worked well 

happy to have the work and get on with their job without any 
whining. In contrast 

the press complaining that they do not have enough resources 
properly to carry out their responsibilities -- thus creating 

a public relations headache for the Minister. 


4. (C) Poloff then asked why 

the position of making public pleas for greater funding. ICG 
Director Larusson 

successful stint as Immigration Director (also under the 
Justice Ministry) was believed to be Bjarnason\'s personal 

pick for his job 

security challenges and shared Bjarnason\'s hard line on law 
enforcement. Eiriksson offered that LarussonYs management of 
the ICG has been somewhat of a disappointment. Unlike the 
National Commissioner of Police (NCP) 

has not been willing to make tough choices about where to use 
the resources he has been given. Larusson will get more 
resources when he has demonstrated the capacity effectively 
to husband what he has -- and not before 


5. (C) Comment: While the motivation for Eiriksson\'s 

surprising candor is unclear 

appears to be supported by recent observations of Larusson 

and his top policy deputy 

(note: a U.S. Coast Guard Academy graduate; end note). Ata 
meeting with U.S. Coast Guard Commandant Thomas Collins March 
28 that Eiriksson also attended 

taciturn and distracted. Asgrimsson pointedly asked Collins 
whether the USCG saw any advantage in privatizing some rescue 
services and visibly welcomed the Commandant\'s answer that he 
did not. He afterwards complained to poloff that the people 


on between the Government of Suriname (405) and DEA, and expressed a desire to increase law ε 
I by the Police. -- DIRANDRO also destroyed 47 cocaine base labs and neutralized over 3,000 kg of 
SO FOR 3134/USFCS/OIO/EOLSON/DDEVITO/DANDERSON TAGS: OREP, PGOV, PREL, EAGR, 
3 with international standards. The GOC is capitalizing on the current economic climate to continue tl 
Je Goicochea of the Office of Northern Africa and The Middle East. MFA officials confirmed that the | 
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making decisions for the ICG these days were not consulting 
with the professionals there 

the organization. Under the circumstances 

interlocutors may be wise to route their proposals for ICG 
reforms through Eiriksson 


on the rise -- or at least not imploding. End comment. 
van Voorst 
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with the old 
strenuously denies. 


5. Amid a variety of fractious labor disputes over the past 
several months (Ref B) 

Understanding (MoU) expired on March 31 

consensus. The Jamaica Teachers Association pulled out of 
negotiations last week amid wage disagreements 

GOJWs offer an \"insult.\" Nevertheless 

unions and the government are confident that an agreement 
will be reached very soon 

announced on April 12. 
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6. The state-owned Sugar Company of Jamaica (SCJ) 
accounts for approximately eighty percent of the industry\'s 
output 

from 130 

experts are skeptical of this projection and expect SCJVs 
target to be further reduced to about 100 

coming weeks 

neighborhood of 90 

for a third consecutive year of record low production. 
Output is projected at 130 

145 MT quota obligations (EU 126 

Domestic consumption will be fulfilled from imports 

recent years. SCJ\'s CEO 

the decline to unfavorable weather conditions during 
harvesting that affected crop quality. 


‚ee attitude to leading Presidential Candidate Ollanta Humala, but most believe they can live with whe 


Commission for the period 2007-2011 when voting for the Commission takes place in the U.N. Gener 
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based on the 2001 voters list without prior house-to-house 
verification of every name on the list is \"unacceptable\" and 
wil not be allowed to happen. The proposed house-tohouse 
verification would cost US$2 million and tae at least six 
months (ref B). 


- March 24: Doors meet with GECOM just as the revised plan 
wit the September 25 E-day is circulated. GECOM Chaiman 
Dr. Steve Surujbally calls the revised plan \"first step 
towards the bloodbath.\" 


- March 2: President Jagdeo calls impromptu meeting with 
mbassador and UK 

express his displeasure with the revised plan saying he 
\"can\'t contemplate an extension\" beyod August 4. 


- March 27: Jagdeo calls all-hands meting - with donors 
GECOM (including Surujballyand the other six commissioners) 
and both JointInternational Technical Assessors (JITAs) - to 
ubraid GECOM for nat fulfilling its mandate to delier 

elections within the constitutional timeframe. 


- March 28: GECOM commissioners hold their stattory weekly 
meeting 
the political impasse over election preparations. 


- March 29: Donors issue joint statement that they Ware 
satisfied that the GECOM Secretariat has the technical 
capability and capacity . . . to deliver free and fair 
elections within the constitutional timeframe\". 


- March 29-31: GECOM staff 
hold working sessions on the revised plan 
E-day to August 24 


3. (U) There are four protagonists in this unfolding drama: 
GECOM; Jagdeo and the ruling PPP/C party; the parliamentary 
opposition parties (led by the PNC/R); and the international 
donors. However 

fifth protagonist - is virtually precluded from participating 

due to political manipulation. 


4. (SBU) The GECOM commissioners remain deadlocked 3-vs-3 
along political lines. Chairman Surujbally can break the 
deadlock by casting a deciding vote 
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reluctant to do this 

decision-making and a not unreasonable fear for his personal 
safety. 


5.(C) The GECOM Secretariat 

Gocool Boodhoo 

inability to agree on key issues 

Secretariat from completing its election preparations. At 


SIPDIS 

Jagdeo\'s March 27 meeting 

clearly the four critical decisions that the commissioners 
must make quickly to get preparations back on track: a) how 
to handle verification of the voters list; b) how to compose 
the PVL; c) how to incorporate results from the Electoral 
Office of Jamaica fingerprint analysis project (ref E); and 

d) when to set the eligibility cut-off date for 18 year olds 

to vote. Even with these timely decisions Boodhoo believes 
holding elections by August 4 would be \"difficult\". 


6. (U) Moving ahead with printing the PVL is of utmost 
importance because that will serve as the basis for the C&O 
process when political parties and the public can come 
forward with information to further refine the voters list. 

C&O was scheduled to commence April 4. The draft plan has 
C&O delayed until May 2 - a major disruption to the election 
timeline. 


7. (U) The atmosphere at GECOM is tense. Inside 
Secretariat is working under pressure to craft a realistic 


SIPDIS 

election plan 

than give urgently needed policy guidance. Outside 
opposition protesters continue to picket demanding full 
house-to-house verification; GECOM even received a bomb 
threat March 29. 


8. (C) Jagdeo is very concerned that an election delay will 
tarnish his reputation on the international stage - he seems 
desperate not to be seen as a head of state who cannot hold 
elections on time. In meetings with donors and GECOM 
expressed his utter disbelief that E-day could slip from July 
18 in the original plan to September 25. He repeatedly asked 
- and did not receive a satisfactory answer - what had 
changed to throw off the election schedule. He is \"totally 
against\" a postponement of elections past the August 4 
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constitutional due date and challenged GECOM to fulfill its 
mandate to conduct elections by then. Specifically 

GECOM Chairman Surujbally that he should cast a deciding vote 
if necessary. 


9. (SBU) Jagdeo misstepped tactically in calling the March 27 
meeting with GECOM and donors before the commissioners had 
the opportunity to discuss the revised plan. This has led to 
strong criticism from the opposition that he is meddling in 
GECOM\'s work. 


10. (U) The revised plan plays directly into the opposition\'s 
hands. Almost every relevant opposition party (with the 
exception of the upstart Alliance For Change) endorses an 
election postponement 

gain leverage in negotiating with the GoG. The national 
assembly must dissolve no later than May 4. The national 
assembly\'s life can be extended with a constitutional 
amendment supported by a two-thirds majority 

require the PNC/R\'s support. 


11. (C) The opposition will use any election delay as a 
pretext to press even harder for full house-to-house 
verification of the 2001 voter\'s list that will be the basis 

for the 2006 PVL. The PNC/R leadership revealed the true 
motive behind their insistence at March 21 meeting with 
Charge. They want to remove emigrants from the voters list 
on the flimsy assumption that emigrants are predominantly 
Indo-Guyanese and therefore more likely to be PPP supporters. 
(Note: At least 100 

There is no overseas voting 

the constitutional right to vote and may return to Guyana to 
do so. The voter\'s list was accepted by party leaders before 
the 2001 election and verified by Guyanese and international 
scrutineers both before and after the 2001 election. Even 
with an otherwise unnecessary \"verification\" exercise 

legal means currently exist to disenfranchise emigrants.) 


12. (C) At the same meeting 

young Afro-Guyanese are drawn to more extreme factions 
advocating an election boycott. They explained that a delay 
would \"minimize that elementVs basis for anger" 

subtle allusion to the very real threat of political violence 

if the PNC/R\'s demands go unmet. 


Donors 


ster Carlos Morales Troncoso. Morales Troncoso said he would call Panamanian Vice President/Fort 


jenous group are also calling for greater dialogue on the costs and benefits of an FTA. The evangeli 
ration to counter it. The Ambassador delivered a detailed presentation highlighting recent bilateral st 
more to augment internet services penetration. The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (( 
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13. (U) Donors remain determined not to get embroiled in the 
internal political dispute over election preparations. They 

are wary of getting dragged into the blame game over 
elections that has already begun. 


14. (U) The donor signatories (U.S. 

elections memorandum of understanding with GECOM and the GoG 
issued a joint statement March 29. In it 

stated they \"are satisfied that the GECOM Secretariat has the 
technical capability and capacity . . . to deliver free and 

fair elections within the constitutional timeframe\" 

\"urge all political parties . . . to work with GECOM to find 

timely responses to the political challenges!" to elections. 


15. (SBU) Donors agree that the most promising way to get 
election preparations back on track and to minimize political 
violence is through a strong high-level international 

political presence on the ground. This was a key element of 
the OAS proposal for a Guyana Electoral Observation Mission 
circulated to donors several weeks ago. However 

Albert Ramdin has stopped seeking someone to fill that role 
because of inadequate donor response to OASY funding request 
for this mission. (Note. USG has committed US$50 

CDN$75 

US$400 


16. (SBU) The PNC/R must be offered some inducement to 
convince it to cooperate with elections. During Ramdin\'s 
February 12-15 visit to Guyana he mooted the concept of a 
pre-electoral pact V'guaranteed by the international 
community" 

reforms to Guyana\'s governance system immediately after 
elections (ref C). The international community has very 
little leverage to force the PNC/R to cease obstructing the 
election process. Ramdin\'s proposed political pact is the 
best bargaining chip available 

high-level 


17. (SBU) The window of opportunity to get Guyana\'s election 
process back on track is closing fast - so fast that unless 
GECOM and other stakeholders (including the USG and other 
donors) take decisive action within the next two weeks 
Guyana has no chance of sticking to its constitutional 
timeframe. As of now 

still pull off the elections if it had the will to do so. 


Jki, Governor of Marib and Abdrabo Muftah, Director General of Health, Marib. The day long visit inc 
al, security and economic consultations with the government of Afghanistan. Control Officer is Angus 
iber for emergecies only is (967) (1) 755-2170 (Post One). 3 Reservations: none requested 4. Fisc 
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18. (SBU) Comment continued. Despite the ongoing debate over 
when E-day should be 

opposition\'s reluctance to go ahead with elections they are 
convinced they will lose. The opposition will not commit to 
the electoral process until it gets a good enough political 
deal to compensate. Post firmly believes that Ramdin\'s 
proposed OAS Electoral Observation Mission offers the best 
chance to clinch such a deal. The likely alternative is 
sobering - the opposition will stonewall on elections while 

its militant factions use verification as an excuse to commit 
political violence. End comment. 

BULLEN 
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died 


4. (SBU) UNHCR representative Ana Liria-Franch said that 
UNHCR also had personnel in the area on March 30 and they 
believed that the ambush occurred nearer to Ade 

miles to the west. Liria-Franch saw the Interior Minister 
Mahamat Ali on March 28 and delivered an appeal that Chad 
reestablish security in the area south of Adre 

to include Koloy. The minister had told her that it was in 
Chad\'s interest as much as the international community\'s to 
reestablish security there 

fastest possible return of these IDPs to their villages and 
farms. Mahamat Ali told her that the armed forces were going 
be dispatched to the area soon. Liria-Franch surmised that 
the ostentatious presence of RDL forces in Koloy and Modoyna 
had forced ChadWs hand 

precipitately. 


5. (SBU) Comment: When Mahamat Ali received the Ambassador 
immediately after Liria-Franch 

Mahamat Nour's RDL as an insignificant force (ref B) and he 

was riding high on the basis of the blow that the Chadian 

armed forces had given the Zaghawa rebel group SCUD on March 
22. That euphoria was short-lived. End Comment. 


Effect on the IDPs 
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6. (SBU) Prior to the fighting 

UNHCR came to agreement that the number IDPs in the entire 
border zone running from Goungour (25 miles south of Adre) to 
Daguessa (125 miles south of Adre) now totaled between 31 
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and 44 

inrefA 

tally (20 

that part of the new tally was accounted for by IDPs not 
previously counted in the far south of this region 

Daguessa 

weeks; over 5 

(Dogdore and Tour 

from villages just south of Koloy. Otherwise 

largely due to more thorough canvassing of the area 

revealing a higher number of IDPs who had already fled in the 
December-February period. ICRC said that the number of IDPs 
moving from Koloy to the main town of Goz Beida had increased 
to 2500-3000 

Beida had decreased the previous week. 


7. (SBU) Merkelbach said that ICRC had no information from 
its people on the ground suggesting a major change in IDP 
locations due to the fighting March 30-31. IDPs in Koloy had 
seemed relatively unfazed by the RDL presence in the area. 
He said that the presence of the Chadian armed forces in the 
Koloy area could cut both ways. On the one hand 

be the factor for security that the international community 

had asked for and that had been missing in the area since the 
forces withdrew completely in December. On the other hand 
if fighting continued 

through the Koloy area 

Sudanese-Arab allies of the RDL harmed the IDPs and local 
populace 

moved could decide the area was too unsafe and move inland 
especially to Goz Beida. Liria-Franch took the view that the 
IDPs/villagers were already making the decision to move to 
Goz Beida. She said that her staff were advising her to 
double or even triple the projected IDPs. 


Recruitment of Refugees 


8. (SBU) On the UNHCR announcement in Geneva March 31 that 
\"armed groups\" had forcibly seized several hundred Sudanese 
refugees from camps in Chad for military training 

Liria-Franch said that UNHCR had suspected for two years that 
recruitment was taking place but had not previously had 

proof. Now it was confirmed. She said it was typical 

her experience of refugee camps in various parts of the 

world 

to begin to break down within a few years of the outbreak of 
conflict 

Darfurian refugees in Chad. The first confirmation came on 
March 2-3 when a truckload of youths was intercepted at 
Koundungo camp 


Dulaymi from a senior position in the next government. Dulaymi should be offered a position comme 


R) met March 27, 2006 at the Prime Minister\'s Situation Room to review progress made by the Wort 
e full Emergency Action Committee (EAC) on April 1 to review the Embassy\'s overall security postur 
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beans that the youths had been actively recruited for the 
Darfur rebellion. Then UNHCR learned that on 17-19 March 
Bredjing and Treguine camps had been surrounded by recruiters 
wielding sticks and whips 

of them under 18 

(bare field) between Hadjar Hadid and Borota (village called 
Arkoum). Some of the young men had been forcibly recruited 
but MSF believed 70 percent had gone voluntarily. Again 
number of refugees in the camps spilled the beans. The 
prefet in Adre and sous-prefet in Hadjar Hadid denied any 
knowledge 


9. (SBU) Liria-Franch said that the ignorance of the Chadian 
authorities 

first caused her to speculate that it was the Chadian 
authorities doing the recruiting. However 

accounts now established that the recruitment was being done 
by one or more Darfurian rebel groups 

one of its splinter groups. She concluded that the Chadian 
government was complicit 
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presumably at some senior level of the government 

the recruitment. It was also possible 

the SLM had bought off officials and gendarmes. Liria-Franch 
said she had formally written the Interior Minister and 
discussed the recruitment issue with him 

resrep would raise the issue with President Deby. 


10. (SBU) During SLM leader Minni Minawi\'s transit through 
Abeche on his way to his father\'s funeral April 2 
Ambassador asked him about reports of recruitments in the 
camps. He said he was aware of the UNHCR statements 
having spent recent weeks far from the field at the Darfur 
peace talks in Abuja 

matter. He added that he did not know who might be 
responsible. 

WALL 
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nations in NATO. but | do not consider it realistic to 
assume that other countries could take on the role that the 
United States has played here." \"The next step 

Foreign Minister said 

preparing plans for IcelandWs defense 

to us in a few weeks time. He said he hopes Iceland\'s 
views are accommodated 

United States will clarify what it plans to do with certain 
facilities 


AAGENTS SNEAKED INTO DARFUR TO STUDY THE NATURE OF THE TRIBES AND THE GEOC 


a March 20 meeting, and in subsequent conversations, Econoff followed-up with Khaled Al-Magamis 
ile to assist the U.S. in the case of nine Somali suspects discussed reftel. Separately, the UAE has b 
ding humane treatment, the ROYG provided adequate written assurances that the detainees will be 
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4. (U) When asked whether he was more at peace now than when 
he received the March 15 phone call from U/S Burns 

informing him of the decision to close the base 

said: \"Yes 

things are moving in the right direction 

has gone before. We naturally hope that there will not be a 
defense vacuum here 

will be sufficient. We want a credible defense 

credible defense 

think of making a surprise attack on this country." 


5. (U) Prime Minister Halldor Asgrimsson told reporters at a 
meeting of the Progressive Party March 31 that U.S. behavior 
in recent weeks has been disappointing. He said the defense 
talks have been launched but that nothing new had been 
proposed. He said that once the U.S. presents its plan for 
the defense of Iceland 

believes the plan is unsatisfactory 

with other NATO countries to explore other options. 


6. (U) The generally upbeat mood of the Foreign Minister was 
reflected in editorials published by the two leading 

Icelandic newspapers over the weekend. Frettabladid (the 
largest circulation daily with a print run of 75 

a new chapter in relations has begun. Its editorial said: 

\"This meeting had been anticipated with much excitement. No 
result came out of the meeting since everyone expected small 
steps to be taken at the beginning of the talks. After the 
meeting one could sense that the focus was clearer than 
before. Even if political leaders have different reactions 

to the meeting 

newspaper of record (52 

Independence Party 

may have strongly disapproved of the way in which the United 
States went to work on the matter a few weeks ago 

reason to welcome the seriousness with which that country is 
approaching this new task. The best option for Iceland 

the present state of affairs 

the United States on defense. So 

negotiating session 

these talks." 


7. (SBU) Comment: Over the weekend 
writers showed an inclination away from Asgrimsson\'s 


negativity towards Haarde\'s cautiously optimistic message - 


let's see what the Americans will offer before we decide 


banks should be USD 6 million, to be paid in three installments of USD 2 million annually for three cc 
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they\'re leaving us in the lurch. The USG has promised a 
detailed EUCOM defense plan for Iceland in April. Given 
what we\'ve seen of his influence this weekend 

degree of satisfaction with that plan should largely define 
media reaction. 

End comment. 


VAN VOORST 
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three years of injection in order to produce significant 
amounts of oil in the affected fields. 


5. (C) The engineer also told Petatt and analyst that oil 
being produced in western Venezuela has a lower gas to oil 
ratio than before. As a result there is more pipe with 

less gas. Eventually 

keep the injection plants operating and not enough gas to 
actually lift the oil to the surface. The engineer 

estimates that it used to take the energy equivalent of one 
barrel of oil to produce 20 barrels of oil. It now takes 

the energy equivalent of one barrel to produce three 
barrels of oil. The engineer also believes that production 
could drop rapidly in the West since PDVSA is currently 
producing from deep wells without any restraints. As a 
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result 

engineer said he heard that the rate of decline in 

production capacity had increased to 25 to 30 percent. 
Maruzuola also estimates that Venezuela has a decline rate 
of 25%. 


6. (C) A senior executive at a Venezuelan service company 
told Petatt and energy analyst on March 20 that PDVSA is 
not applying cathodic protection to its pipes in eastern 
Venezuela. (NOTE: Cathodic protection is an 
anti-corrosion technique for metal. Given the high sulfur 
and metal content of some Venezuelan crude 

to apply the protection to pipes in order to keep them from 
corroding. END NOTE) ExxonMobil executives also told 
Petatt and energy analyst that they were also concerned 
about the state of some of PDVSA\'s pipelines. If PDVSA 
does not carry out routine maintenance to its pipelines 


resents its compliments to the Embassy of the United States of America in the Kingdom of Bahrain e 
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is possible that we could see a situation where PDVSA has 
maintained or even increased protection but is unable to 
distribute it due to failures in its pipeline networks. 


7. (C) PDVSA has clearly taken a number of steps recently 
to increase production. According to Baker Hughes 
number of oil rigs operating in Venezuela has increased 
from 55 to 70 rigs between February 2005 and February 
2006. The number of rigs increased by four between 
January and February 2006. According to Maruzuola 
Venezuela needs 60 drilling rigs in order to maintain 
production at 2.3 million barrels per day. Baker Hughes 
executives told Petatt and energy analyst on March 15 that 
81 rigs were operating in Venezuela and that an additional 
six were stacked. Activity began rising at a brisk pace 
starting in the third quarter of last year. There has been 
more activity in western Venezuela than eastern Venezuela 
and PDVSA is opening up some land prospects in the west. 
Baker Hughes has seen bit sales increase 20 percent and the 
majority of sales have been to PDVSA. The number of rigs 
controlled by the private sector companies with OSA fields 
has declined and PDVSA has assumed control of the rigs 
(Reftel B). Baker Hughes executives stated six or seven 
private sector firms are no longer drilling. 


8. (C) Luis Prado (strictly protect) 

Vice President for Exploration and Production 

summed up the private sectors position: \"Why drill if you 
are not sure that you will get your money back?\" Prado 
told Petatt and energy analyst on March 14 that Shell no 
longer has a rig in Venezuela. As a result of 

uncertainties arising from the OSA migration and budget 
problems with the BRV 

months on drilling activities. It transferred the rig it 

was using in its OSA field to PDVSA and hopes the rig will 
be transferred back to its joint venture once it is 
established. Prado said Shell needs nine months to a year 
for advanced approval for drilling activities. He said 
PDVSA officials did not understand this or did not care. 


9. (C) Although PDVSA is drilling more wells 

clear how great an impact this increased activity will have 

in terms of overall production. Contacts repeatedly told us 
that PDVSA was drilling in an inefficient manner. The 
inefficiency stems in large part from inexperienced 

drilling personnel and poor management practices. Senior 
management turnover is also a problem. Western Venezuela 
has had five PDVSA district managers in two years. 
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10. (C) Baker Hughes executives complained that PDVSA has 
more people with less experience involved in drilling. 

Once drilling begins 

drilling decisions as opposed to one person in the past. 
Problems with a rig can take weeks to resolve. The 
executives also complained that inexperienced junior 
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engineers frequently tell Baker Hughes what to do. The 
executives estimated that 60 percent of PDVSA employees 
have three years experience or less. As a result 

benefit analysis is done on operational issues such as 
fishing. The executives stated that PDVSA employees 
carried out fishing activities at one rig for an entire 

month. (NOTE: Fishing refers to the process of retrieving 
material that has fallen into a well. Ata certain point 

it makes more sense to cement the well and drill a new one 
rather than continue fishing. END NOTE) 


11. (C) Service companies also complain that PDVSA 
personnel exhibit a V'penny wise 

PDVSA personnel tend to focus on the price of a product or 
service rather than its overall value. Pride International 
General Manager AI Vielma (strictly protect) told Petatt 

and energy analyst on March 15 that his company offered to 
drill a well for PDVSA in 45 days but at a premium. PDVSA 
officials replied that a competitor offered to drill the 

well in 120 days but at a cheaper price. They wanted Pride 
to drill the well at the same price as the competitor but 

in 45 days. Pride refused. Vielma repeatedly told the 
PDVSA officials that they could pay his premium four or 
five times over with the additional 75 days production they 
would have but they did not appear to grasp the concept. 


12. (C) Baker Hughes executives stated the use of Chinese 
drilling rigs is another example of PDVSA penny-pinching 
gone awry. Although the Chinese offer their services at a 
much lower price 

eastern Venezuela have a downtime of 70 percent. The 
Chinese do not have any repair facilities in Venezuela and 
the operators of the rigs are Chinese. 


13. (C) Finally 

working with service companies in general 

BRV bureaucracies make life difficult for service companies 
that are in a position to boost PDVSAVs production. 
Marzuola stated his company was a member of a consortium 
that was awarded a contract to repair 
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on-stream 300 shut-in PDVSA wells. It is not clear what 
condition the wells are in. The consortium will supply 

rigs and basic production equipment. Despite the fact that 
the situation appears to be win-win for both parties 
in-fighting has delayed implementation of the contract. 
Marzuola estimates that Venezuela has 2 

shut-in wells. 


14. (C) Payment and budget issues continue to plague 
companies. Vielma complained that his company has not been 
paid in over a year. When he complained to PDVSA that his 
company was forced to take out an operating loan with a 

high rate of interest 

not be reimbursed for the interest that it paid on the 

loan. The conversion of OSAs to joint ventures has raised 
concerns among service companies that they will face the 
same payment issues for work that they performed on OSA 
fields. A manager for Hanover Venezuela 

out an important upgrade at an OSA field 

company would be paid on March 28. The payment was 
structured so that Hanover would not have to deal with 
PDVSA. In addition 

telling suppliers that they should deliver invoices by 

March 31 since the OSA conversion to joint ventures could 
slow payments. Baker Hughes executives stated they were 
concerned that the OSA conversion would create a number of 
\"mini PDVSAs\" that would produce all of the administrative 
headaches of its parent. 


15. (C) Other BRV entities also make life difficult for 
service companies. For example 

stated his company is required to ship parts that need 
servicing out of Venezuela in official Cadivi (the foreign 
exchange commission) boxes. The boxes are simple pine 
boxes with a Cadivi seal burned into them. The executive 
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stated his company has to pay 250 USD for each box. In 
addition 
order to have each box built to the part\'s specifications. 


16. (C) Labor issues could also produce major production 
declines in Venezuela. As reported in Reftel A 
inaugurated a new employment system 

Work System (SISDEM) 

problems for operators. SISDEM requires contractors and 
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service companies to hire new employees for union jobs from 
a PDVSA employment pool. An executive from Maersk stated 
it takes three days to process a selected employee. The 
employee must undergo a physical and have his credentials 
reviewed. If Maersk rejects the employee because he does 
not have the requisite skills 

all over again. If Maersk found a qualified employee 

lost him as soon as the particular job was finished. The 
employee\'s name went to the bottom of the SISDEM list. 
Maersk finally made an agreement with SISDEM officials that 
allowed it to have its own restricted pool of SISDEM 
employees. ltis not clear how many other companies have 
made similar arrangements. 


17. (C) In addition to having a negative impact on 

operations 

tensions with labor unions and local communities. Prior to 
SISDEM 

jobs to their members. SISDEM has eliminated key source of 
patronage. The Venezuelan press reported on March 31 that 
labor disturbances in the Jose Industrial Complex were due 

in part to workers\' concerns over SISDEM. ExxonMobil 
executives told Petatt and energy analyst on March 23 that 
the BRV and PDVSA are pressuring the strategic associations 
to adopt SISDEM. They noted the move is extremely 
unpopular among local communities since SISDEM draws from a 
nation-wide pool of workers rather than from local 
communities. 


18. (C) (COMMENT: Apart from its direct impact on 
operations 

to weaken labor unions\' power in the petroleum sector could 
eventually lead to a strike. A Venezuelan service company 
executive told us that PDVSA plans to fire groups of 

workers and replace them with workers who receive fewer 
benefits. It is our understanding that a PDVSA labor 
agreement covering benefits is set to expire in April. END 
COMMENT) 


19. (C) Social policies and political campaigning will 

also take a toll on increased production. Under the BRV\'s 
social production company (EPS) policy 

petroleum sector must devote one to two percent of gross 
revenues to social development projects. Service companies 
must also submit bids that contain proposals for social 
development projects. A number of contacts have told us 
that companies will merely pad their bids in order to 

ensure that they have a reasonable profit margin. 


e beginning of an Intensified Dialogue (ID) with Georgia, but cautioned that Georgia should not be lur 
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lay. The overwhelming majority of cargo is of humanitarian supplies. MOD advisor Brigadier Genera 
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(COMMENT: In addition to inflating costs for PDVSA 
social project requirements should have an impact on 
operational efficiency. Companies will not be devoting 
their full energies to production. It is not clear how 

much of an impact these changes will have on production 
levels. END COMMENT) 


20. (C) The increased emphasis on social development 

projects will also have an impact on PDVSA\'s operations. 

In addition to siphoning off needed financial resources 

social development projects are tying up significant 

numbers of PDVSA employees. Baker Hughes executives stated 
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that 70 percent of the PDVSA employees in Anaco were 
working on social projects. They claimed the local manager 
was not sure where many of his employees were. 


21. (C) Finally 

have a significant impact on PDVSA operations if the Chavez 
administration decides to use PDVSA resources for the 
campaign. Possible uses could range from using PDVSA 
vehicles for the campaign to using PDVSA staff for 
campaigning and rallies. The Baker Hughes executives noted 
28 busloads of Maturin workers were sent to Caracas at one 
point to attend a large rally. As a result 

Maturin was down for three days. Ifthe Chavez 
administration decides to use PDVSA resources for the 
election 

beginning in the third quarter of this year. 


22. (C) Given the myriad of issues and practices that are 
currently weighing down Venezuelan production 

believe that additional drilling activity will lead to an 
increase in overall production. We believe the application 
of SISDEM 

will continue to push overall production down in the near 
term. We base this in part on the fact that the BRV 

the OSA migration 

operations and making them far less efficient. If the BRV 
introduces SISDEM to the strategic associations and then 
converts them to joint ventures as it says it will 

last vestiges of efficiency in the Venezuelan petroleum 
sector will be washed away. We believe production will 
eventually reach a plateau but it is not clear at what 

point this will happen. Obviously 


is reports. Comments and analysis do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the U.S. Government. T 
prices in the transportation and entertainment sectors remaining level. 2. The rise in prices could be 
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PDVSA will be able to reach some sort of arrangement with 
its labor regarding benefits 

unions. If a strike does occur 

Venezuelan production. 


BROWNFIELD 


7. (U) Even with the elimination of U.S. agriculture protection 
the cost of zeroing out industrial tariffs is too high for Brazil. 
Brazil would have to reduce from 14 percent to zero 

U.S. only has to reduce from 2 percent to zero. There\'s no 
equilibrium. As | mentioned before 

reciprocal - give and take. WeVd be giving up 14 percent 

U.S. would only be giving up 2 percent. That\'s not balanced. 
There\'s more cost than benefit. Moreover 

its agricultural barriers. It\'s not even an economic issue 
political. At the FTAA discussions in Miami 

President Bush\'s brother 

open on agriculture. If it did 

would go out of business. So forget about it.\" At no time during 
the FTAA discussions did the U.S put a reduction of agriculture 
tariffs on the table. Moreover 

talks told Minister Amorim that FTAA is shut because of two 
impasses: Agriculture on the U.S. side and intellectual property 
rights (IPR) on the Brazil side. Minister Amorim responded 

do what you ask on IPR 

tobacco 

right now." So 

benefit. And it all comes down to costs. As a negotiator 

look at costs 

\"light\" or \"diet\" version of the FTAA. 


8. (U) The costs to Brazil start with the fact that U.S. FTAs are 
based on the NAFTA model. Look at Chile 

NAFTA-based. The NAFTA model might be a good fit for other 
countries 

minimal. WeVd get little additional access for industrial goods 
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where our access to the U.S. market is already very good. And weVd 
get no additional access in the most important area - agriculture. 
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Also 

regulatory institutions and laws that cannot be made. We saw the 
same thing in our EU negotiations. The EUYs FTA would require 
changes in 33 laws and 6 constitutional amendments. It\'s the same 
with the FTAA. Brazil would have to substantially change many of 
its laws 

telecom and sovereign immunity. 


9. (U) Under Brazilian telecommunications laws 

to operate in the telecommunications field 

physically established in Brazil. Under the FTAA 

EU in their negotiations 

networks 

access to our telecom networks without bringing jobs 

any benefit to Brazil. Our telecom laws forbid this. Participants 
in the telecom market must have an established 

in Brazil. Brazil would have to rewrite the telecom law to 
accommodate the U.S. request. For what benefit? We would receive 
neither jobs nor technology transfer in return. 


10. (U) Another example is the issue of sovereign immunity. Ifa 

U.S. company sets up operations in Brazil 

regulatory license 

the FTAA the U.S. company could sue the Brazilian government. 
Brazilian law allows states to sue states 

state. Can you imagine? Accommodating this request would not only 
alter a founding principle of our legal system 

the floodgates. Everyone would sue the government. There are many 
examples like these in both the FTAA and EU negotiations 
accommodating U.S. or EU demands would require Brazil to rewrite its 
own laws. And | ask again 

there are three basic impasses with the FTAA: one 

from high tariffs to anti-dumping cases on orange juice; two 

to restructure Brazilian laws under the FTAA \"NAFTA\" model; and 
three 


11. (U) The U.S. wants IPR enforcement. Brazil already has WIPO 
(World intellectual Property Organization) obligations. Brazil 

admits that it doesn\'t have the resources to enforce all of our IPR 
obligations. But 

in Washington 

Chinatown in Manhattan and you can buy a fake Rolex. Brazil does 
recognize that piracy hurts Brazilian industry more than it hurts 

U.S. industries. But Brazil doesn\'t want to accept additional IPR 
obligations under FTAA 

ones we already have. 
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12. (U) Some criticize Brazil saying we\'ve had an IPR law for ten 
years with little effect. That in ten years 20 

been applied for and only 200 granted. That Brazil is not looking 
out for the interests of its own companies by refusing to accept IPR 
provisions in the FTAA. That Brazil is not engaged on the issue and 
is therefore discouraging technology investment. However 
accepting new IPR obligations under the FTAA that we cannot enforce 
is not going to resolve any of these problems. The IPR issue will 
not be resolved in the FTAA forum 

cooperation. It is a symptom of BrazilVs lack of resources. ThatVs 
why we say if the U.S. wants to increase Brazil\'s IPR effectiveness 
why doesnt it give us technology and financial assistance? IPR 
problems in Brazil are the result of a lack of resources 

of will. 
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WHAT ABOUT SUBSIDIES? 


13. (U) Brazil doesn\'t have much of a basis to ask the U.S. to 
reduce subsidies. If we zeroed our tariffs under an FTA 

industries would be too vulnerable without subsidies. If we were to 
ask anything it would be to not subsidize those products that are 
exported within the hemisphere. 


14. (U) Brazil believes that in general sub-regional bilateral 
agreements 

facilitate the formation of the FTAA. So that\'s what we prefer. 
Brazil 

agreements with several countries. Canada and Venezuela are two 
examples. We like the FTAA 

the meantime 

asked for 4 + 1 from USTR Portman 

response. 


15. (U) In November 2005 

could resolve the FTAA mandate. We even suggested a date and an 
agenda. We havent heard back yet. But Mercosul has every interest 
in pursuing 4 + 1 negotiations. We\'re not just going to wait around 
for a resolution on the FTAA mandate to move ahead with more free 
trade between the U.S. and Brazil. We don\'t just want a dialogue 

but negotiations. The V'Rose Garden\" 4 + 1 was really just a 
dialogue. This time around 
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services 

Mercosul already have formal proposals drafted for an FTA with the 
U.S. There\'s no reason for us to cross our arms waiting on the 
ΕΤΑΑ. 


16. (U) The 4 + 1 discussion has been on the table since December 
2004 

Wevre not worried about Chavez\'s participation in Mercosul. 
Venezuela meets its international obligations. And we're sure it 

will continue to do so as a part of Mercosul. Venezuela would never 
inhibit Mercosul from negotiating with the U.S. Venezuela signed an 
adhesion agreement to stick with Mercosul and follow the group. 

It\'s analogous to the EU. The EU recently added 10 new members. 
Hungary isn't going to suddenly start running the show. Nor are any 
of the new EU countries going to start trying to spoil the 
EU-Mercosul talks. The ten new EU states didn\'t start complaining 
about the EU-Mercosul negotiations 

go along with what the EU already had in motion. It will be the 

same with Venezuela. The U.S. recognizes that Venezuela fulfills 
its international obligations. If not 

much oil from Venezuela. 


17. (U) Some claim that little consensus and little power exists 
within Mercosul. However 

four members of Mercosul about our objectives. Politically 

believe in regional integration. Moreover 

diverse. To really enact a customs union without a unified customs 
service is very difficult. The recent Argentinian MAC accord 

(reftel) 

available. Without it 
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unilaterally. Such measures will help Mercosul evolve. Although it 
looks like a step back 

forward. Many people forget that the EU took 50 years to get to 
where it is today. It\'s going to take at least that long for 

Mercosul to reach that point 

evaluate things with a view of about 3 to 5 years out. Government 
planning looks 10 to 20 years ahead. But | think we need to look at 
20 to 30 years before anything really happens with Mercosul. 


| for Yemen\'s economy, with considerable benefits for American companies. The ROYG has genera 
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18. (U) Some claim that Itamaraty 

Venezuela 

is not anti-American. However 

the NAFTA model for the FTAA. Mexico 

accepted the NAFTA model. But their circumstances are different than 
Brazil\'s. Many feel that Chavez is only interested in Mercosul as a 
way to radicalize his neighbors against the U.S. We 

no hostility toward the U.S. If we did 

never come to visit President Lula. Chavez would have to be very 
pretentious indeed to use Mercosul as an anti-American platform. 
Rather 

legitimize himself before the international community. Brazil\'s 
population and economy dwarf Venezuela\'s. There is no way that 
Chavez will set the Mercosul agenda. Secretary Rice even recognizes 
that Brazil has an important role to play in balancing ChavezYs 
rhetoric in the region. 


19. (U) Ambassador Regis Percy Arslanian has been Director of 
International Negotiations since July 2003. Arslanian serves as 
deputy to Under Secretary for South America 

Felicio 

the Americas negotiations. ArslanianYs department is responsible 

for conducting trade negotiations between Mercosul and partners 
outside Latin America 

Customs Union 

FTAA negotiations. For the first six months of 2003 

served as Advisor for Economic and Business Affairs to MFA Secretary 
General Samuel Pinheiros Guimaraes. Arslanian is a career diplomat 
who entered the foreign service in 1975. Prior to his current 

position 

(1997-2001). Arslanian also served in Brazil's embassies in Bonn 
(1978-81) and Caracas (1981-87). He was Counselor for Economic 
Affairs in Brazil\'s Mission to the U.N. in New York (1990-94). In 

the MFA 

twice 

GATT and WTO negotiations as well as consulting on bilateral issues 
with the United States 

was a member of the Brazilian delegation attending FTAA Ministerials 
in Denver (1995) 

Bio Note. 


20. (U) This cable was coordinated with Embassy Brasilia. 


agion to test its effectiveness. As of April 1, Oman remains avian influenza-free, notwithstanding occa 

-- As EXBS programming moves forward in Oman, it may be worth reconsidering the Advanced Let 
ekistan. Post also sees a need for a predetermined plan of action and continues to work closely with 
th the Regional Coordinator (RC) for the Basrah Regional Embassy Office (REO), British Consul Ger 


bsequent disappearance of the 27 Hmong, called us from Bangkok March 30 to report on her visit to 
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McMullen 


59185 
Recent GDO Increase was a Historical Record\" 


GOA expands its restrictions on beef exports to 
include processed beef and cattle. 


1. On March 31 

strengthening restrictions on beef export. The 
resolution includes exports of processed beef and 
cattle in the previous 180-day beef export ban. The 
aim of this measure is to increase local supply and 
avoid further increases in domestic beef prices. With 
this new restriction 

European Union under the Hilton quota program and 
exports guaranteed under bilateral agreements with 
Argentina are exempt from the suspension 


Enargas allowed distributors to increase gas tariffs 
an a average 20 percent. 


2. Enargas (the National Gas Regulator) allowed an 
average 20 percent rise in the price of natural gas 

for wholesale users (industrial and commercial users). 
The increase will be retroactive to July 2005 and will 
serve to compensate gas distributors for the higher 
prices they have been paying for gas at wellhead. 

Still pending is the gas tariff increase for 

residential users. 


The Chamber of Deputies approved the rescission of 
Aguas Argentina\'s concession contract 


3. On March 29 

bill that rescinds Aguas Argentina\'s concession 
contract. However 

the debate on the creation of the state-owned water 
company AYSA (Agua y Saneamientos Argentinos SA) 
because some deputies questioned the legal figure of 
the new company. 


GOA to issue USD 500 million of the Bonar V bond in 
the near future. 
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4. On March 28 

announced that the GOA is planning to issue USD 500 
million worth of the Bonar V by the end of next week. 
The issuance would be the second tranche in a program 
of USD 1.5 billion that is planned for this year. The 
first tranche of USD 500 million of the Bonar V was 
sold last week at a yield of 8.36 percent. Miceli 

stated that GOA aims to issue the USD 1.5 billion 
worth of Bonar V during the year 

the 2006 financial program. The Bonar V is a USD 
denominated bond that amortizes principal at maturity 
and pays 7 percent interest coupon semiannually. 


Standard and Poor\'s upgraded Argentina\'s sovereign 
credit rating. 


5. On March 24 

and Poor\'s (SP) upgraded Argentina\'s long-term 
sovereign credit rating to \"B\" from \"B minus\" and 
short-term credit rating to \"B\" from \"C\". SP press 
release stated that Argentina\'s upgrade was supported 
by its solid economic and fiscal performances in 

recent years and the expectation that this trend will 
continue over the next two years. The sovereign 

credit rating has a \"stable\" outlook 

Argentina\'s improved external and fiscal flexibility. 


February trade surplus of USD 706 million - below 
market expectations. 


6. The February trade surplus reached USD 706 
million 

million. The lower than expected surplus is due to 
stronger import growth. Export revenues increased 17 
percent y-o-y to USD 3 billion 

prices (+11 percent) and quantities (5 percent). 
Exports were driven by an increase in fuel and energy 
(+32 percent γ-ο-γ) 

percent y-o-y) 

and primary goods (+6 percent y-o-y). Imports 
increased 25 percent y-o-y to USD 2.3 billion 

strong domestic demand 

quantities (+22 percent) and prices (+2 percent). 
Imports were driven by increases in accessories for 


foot lockers) of cocaine on March 28. The international team estimates that it will take several days t 
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capital goods (+42 percent) 

(+ 40 percent) 

goods (+34 percent) 

intermediate goods (+9 percent). According to the 
BCRA consensus survey 

to narrow to USD 10.2 billion in 2006 compared to USD 
11.3 billion in 2005. 


BCRA rolls over its maturities. Investors 
concentrated their bids in Nobacs and short term 
Lebacs. 


7. The BCRA received ARP 662 million in bids at its 
March 28 Lebac auction 

in Lebacs that came due during the week. However 
BCRA received ARP 962 million in bids in its Nobac 
auction. As in previous auctions 

to roll over its maturities by accepting bids for ARP 
1.35 billion (ARP 649 million in Lebacs and ARP 702 
million in Nobacs). The yield on the 35-day Lebac 
decreased from 6.7 percent to 6.69 percent 

yield on the 63-day Lebac dropped ten basis points 
from 6.95 percent to 6.85 percent. The yield on the 
91-day Lebac dropped from 7.28 percent to 7.18 
percent. Lebacs for other maturities were withdrawn 
due to lack of interest. Investors concentrated more 
than 59 percent of their bids in Nobacs of more than 9 
months. The spread on the nine-month Nobac decreased 
two basis points from 3.0 percent to 2.8 percent 
while the spread on the two-year Nobac dropped nine 
basis points from 4.82 percent to 4.73 percent. 
Investors continue concentrating their bids in Nobacs 
since these instruments have a variable rate and 
provide a higher yield and short-term Lebacs given 
that these instruments do not have any adjustment in 
its interest. 


Balance of Payments: Current account surplus of USD 
5.4 billion and net capital inflows of USD 2.7 billion 
in 2005. 


8. On March 22 

payments results with a current account surplus of USD 
1.5 billion in the fourth quarter 

current account surplus to USD 5.4 billion in 2005 - 
compared to USD 3.3 billion in 2004. The trade 
surplus reached USD 12.7 billion in 2005 - compared to 


2ΓΙΠΟΙΥ. (SBU) We delivered reftel announcement regarding DoD Defense Threat Reduction Agency 
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USD 13.2 billion in 2004. 


9. The capital and financial account showed net 
capital inflows of USD 1.5 billion in the fourth 

quarter 

billion in 2005 - compared to USD 1.7 billion in 2004. 
Inflows during 2005 were mainly from the non-financial 
public sector for USD 611 million and from the non- 
financial private sector for USD 3.5 billion 

were partially offset by outflows of the financial 

private sector outflows of USD 1.4 billion. The 
increase in capital inflows is mainly explained by the 
end of the debt exchange 

GOA bonds 

investments inside the country. Central Bank reserves 
increased USD 8.8 billion mainly due to BCRA purchases 
in the foreign exchange market 

at the end of December to USD 28 billion. 


BALANCE OF PAYMENTS 2005 2004 Difference 
(USD in M) 


(A) CURRENT ACCOUNT 5 


1 TRADE BALANCE 12 
2 SERVICES -1 
3 INVESTMENT SERVICES 8 DIVIDENDS 

-6 
4 TRANSFERS 671 627 44 
(B) CAPITAL AND FINANCIAL ACCOUNT 

2 

1 CAPITAL ACCOUNT 90 43 47 
2 FINANCIAL ACCOUNT 2 


(C) ERRORS AND OMMISSIONS 686 259 427 


( 
0.00 - 00 


10. The Government Confidence Index increased 3.1 
percent m-o-m in March to 2.7 points 


Polling in those areas is due September 30. Elections in an additional 22 localities have been postpo 
to NCDR, and assisted them with the application process. NCDR submitted the application via WWV 
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above the average during the Kirchner administration 
and well above the 1.2 point reading in May 2003 when 
President Kirchner took office. Confidence in the 
GOAVs ability to solve citizens\' problems is still the 
factor generating the most confidence. Public opinion 
of GOA general performance increased 5 percent m-o-m 
while public opinion on efficiency of public spending 
remained unchanged. The index fell 4 percent y-o-y. 
[The Government Confidence Index is a survey-based 
index prepared by Di Tella University. It varies from 
zero to five points and seeks to measure public 
opinion of GOA general performance 

pubic spending 

government's ability to solve problems.] 


The peso was unchanged against the USD this week 
closing at 3.09 ARP/USD. 


11. The peso remained flat versus the USD this week 
closing at 3.09 ARP/USD. Earlier in the week 


peso depreciated one cent to 3.10 ARP/USD 

strong dollar demand. The BCRA purchased USD 98 
million in the FX market in the first four days of the 
week 

days of the week. The BCRA has purchased USD 2.3 
billion since the beginning of the year 

USD 829 million during the same period last year. The 
peso exchange rate has depreciated 1.3 percent since 
the beginning of the calendar year. 


Commentary of the Week: \"Defending the View that the 
Recent GDO Increase was a Historical Record. (Note: 
By Guillermo Wierzba 

tank 

Viglione reproduced in last week\'s Weekly Report. End 
Note.) 


12. The force of the quantitative data on the 

evolution of Argentine economy demands recognition of 
its successful performance by economists of different 
schools of thought. Nevertheless 

reflections and conclusions are dissimilar and come 
from distinctly different points of view about 

economic processes. 


13. The orthodox point of view does not give up a 
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good dose of realism and sense of opportunity 
expresses opinions that assume the improvements that 
the current numbers represent are unobjectionable. 

But they omit to pass judgment on the merits of the 
success that has come from the change in the political 
and economic paradigm 

and warnings with respect to the most audacious 
heterdox and progressive elements of the course 
chosen. 


14. Abel Viglione 

a note [reproduced in the March 23rd Weekly Report] 
in which he simultaneously emphasized the growth 
obtained from 2003 to the present 

quantitatively this evolution in an analysis comparing 
it with other situations from different historical 

periods from the 19th century until convertibility. 

In the mentioned note 

of putting together short 

comparing with them dispersed moments in a long period 
that runs from the 19th to the 21st century. The 
exercise is carried out by contrasting the components 
of aggregate demand 

qualitative elements: the profound differences in the 
composition and complexity of GDP in the different 
moments analyzed 

national accounting system (which certainly was very 
precarious in the first periods analyzed) 
macroeconomic sustainability in which the economy 
operated 

as the social senstivity of growth. 


15. The article emphasizes the construction of a 
ranking comparing the growth during the government of 
Jurez Celman (which ended in a very serious crisis) 
with that of Quintana (which developed into the most 
dynamic years of Argentina in the world economy 
the context of a strong penetration into the English 
food market) 

began at the close of World War | and coincided with 
the reopening of international trade and the 
continuance of the first import substitutions that 

took place during the conflict). The article also 
includes in the comparison the first years of 
convertibility and the present period. The conclusion 
of the economist from FIEL 

his article 


i), already reeling from questionable loans to the bankrupt U.S. futures and commodities brokerage fi 
; invitation to visit the White House and hoped a two-day visit could be scheduled between August 25 
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it is less than the growth during the majority of the 
other periods analyzed. From this 

the current expansion was not the most important of 
the last hundred years. 


16. We cannot ignore that the purpose of Viglione\'s 
article was to compare the first part of 

convertibility with the economic performance of 2003- 
2005. The comparative analysis adds little value in 
terms of economic conclusions 

contributes to the confusion. The article says very 
little and it omits the fundamental point when it 

talks of GDP growth rates without putting them in the 
context of their distinct economic models. The first 
three years of convertibility were those of 
privatizations 

and the installation of the pillars of an economic 
policy model that was unsustainable in the long term. 
In those first years of convertibility 

the important GDP growth rates 

also was growing 

The model also included a fixed exchange rate 
appreciated currency 

presence and with concentrated and omnipresent 
markets. 


17. The present growth 

the context of a consistent macroeconomic model 

a solid external sector 

decreasing unemployment rate and low interest rates 
compatible with growth in investment. 


18. The relevant discussion is to analyze economic 
growth rates along with the qualitative concepts in 
which the growth develops. The neo-liberal logic 
which adored the \"stabilization at any price\" of 
convertibility and promoted the economic reforms of 
the 1990s that led to the 2001 disaster 

downplay the consistency of economic policy and avoid 
the debates that are needed. 


19. In the article 

himself from including a note expressing his sadness 
about GDP measured in dollars at the over-valued 
exchange rate of convertibility. He also cannot help 
but mention the growth of other Latin American 
countries during the last few years to put Argentine 
growth in perspective 

Argentina were higher than those of all other 
countries in the region. 


nmediate financial assistance to cover its one-year budget. CEC Chairman Dr. Hana Nasir said that 
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20. There has to be a debate about relevant issues. 
Today 

how to continue growing 

strengthen a strategy for development 
characteristics of the reconstruction of the State and 
its role in the economy 

policy that aims to make sure that the benefits of 
growth are enjoyed intensely by all sectors of 
society. (Note: We reproduce selected articles by 
local experts for the benefit of our readers. The 
opinions expressed are those of the authors 

the Embassy. End Note.) 


GUTIERREZ 
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implications of the war in Iraq and the threat posed 
by Iran; US immigration policies and their impact on 
upcoming US legislative elections; the trial of 
Zacarias Moussaoui; FATF praise for Argentina\'s 
progress on anti-money laundering legislation; the 
opinion of an anonymous US Treasury official that 
Argentina should negotiate its defaulted debt; the 
upcoming Bolivian referendum over greater regional 
autonomy; the US State Department and Department of 
Energy\'s critical comments on Argentine trade and 
energy policies; the USDA criticizing Argentina\'s 
suspension of meat exports; and the visit of Catholic 
priest Roy Bourgeois to Latin America. Leading 
\"Clarin\" carries two editorials 

Israeli elections 

damage. 


2. OPINION PIECES AND KEY STORIES 
- VRice acknowledges mistakes in Iraql" 


Daily-of-record \"La Nacion\" reports (04/01) \"US 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice acknowledged 


SIPDIS 

yesterday that the US made VthousandsY of tactical 
errors in Iraq since the beginning of the invasion in 
2003 

decision to overthrow dictator Saddam Hussein. 


\"During a visit to the UK 

massive protest demonstrations 

attempted to calm Europe\'s concerns about the \'war on 
terrorism\' launched by the Bush administration 


BU) UNMIS has established a system whereby the SAF, if it is to receive credit for troop withdrawals, 
ndal. Cahalane said that Post\'s query prompted the DFA Secretary General to draft a formal letter to 
/. The press reported that demonstrators in Kiziltepe set fire to the ruling Justice and Development F 


NF), owner and operator of Augusta Victoria Hospital in East Jerusalem, is facing a May 22 final hear 
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she added that the US \'does not want to be the warden 
of the world.\' 


\"Nonetheless 

former Iraqi president Hussein was Va positive 
strategic decision 

impossible to build a different Middle East with 
Saddam Hussein in the middle.\\" 


- VUS - from the mistakes in Iraq to the threat posed 
by Iran\" 


Oscar Raul Cardoso 

\"Clarin 

Henry Hyde 

on International Relations 

to easily recognizable signs 

ignoring the long-term costs of our actions and 
retreats 

goals and means.\' 


\"His reference to the Iraqi chaos generated by the 
2003 invasion is clear... 


\"Many members of the G.O.P. are telling Bush that it 
is increasingly clear that (the invasion of) Iraq was 

a mistake and that the time is approaching when it 
will be unavoidable to acknowledge this. 


Regarding Iran 

have the feared bomb 

it and 

if Tehran enters the exclusive Nuclear Club 
not be a factor that could significantly alter the 
current power balance in the region. 


\"The bottom line is that Bush ordered Iran to abandon 
its nuclear program from his rigid \'You are with me or 
you are against meV-view. From this point of view 
there is not much margin either for negotiation or for 
Iran to dismiss Washington\'s wishes. This is why 
happened in 2003 in Iraq 

etc.) threatens to become irrelevant once again. V 


- VImmigration 


Hugo Alconada Mon 


ion performed more than 35 years ago. Payment of the approximately $10 million settlement, expec’ 
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daily-of-record \"La Nacion 

\"Accustomed as they are to passing unnoticed 

even more 

to themselves 

own rules. One million people - most of them Hispanics 
- demonstrated in Los Angeles 

Phoenix and this capital city during the last eight 

days. This time 


\"... How to respond to the wave of immigration has 
become one of the most sensitive topics in the 
remaining time before November legislative elections 
as well as the status of the economy 

against terrorism and the future of Iraq. According to 
a Pew Hispanic Center opinion survey 

believe illegal immigrants represent a \'burden\' 
because they ultimately obtain work positions and 
houses... 44% believe they \'strengthen\' the country. 


\"President George W. Bush agrees with the second view 
and he got involved in the Congressional debate. With 
declining popularity ratings 

closer 

turn him into a Vlame duckY or 

could still preserve the power he won in 2004. Bush 
supports the idea of granting temporary legal worker 
status to illegal immigrants 

becoming permanent residents and 

citizens 

residents already in the process of becoming 
citizens.\" 


- VMoussaout: lying for jinad\" 


Gwynne Dyer 

\"Buenos Aires Herald 

allowed to lie for jihad. You\'re allowed any technique 
to defeat your enemy 

Virginia courtroom on March 27 

he had changed his story about not being directly 
involved in the September 11 plot. 


V... Moussaoui\'s testimony is worthless - and yet his 
trial does tell us some important things about 
September 11. It reminds us of the spectacular 
incompetence of the FBI... It also reminds us that the 
White House was not paying attention to intellgence 
about terrorist threats anyway 

building a case for invading Iraq... 


:VIOUS 1. (SBU) World Health Organization (WHO) Representative Mahmud Daher reported to Εοι 
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\"Above all 

terrorists were. Over the past four and a half years 
the Bush administration has constructed its entire 
foreign policy on a \'war against terror\' which 
presupposes a serious opponent on the other side... 


Y... This is not a global crisis 

President Bush strives to define it as such. From the 
start 

various plans for asserting US military and political 
hegemony around the world that were already on the 
agenda of the neoconservatives for years before they 
took control of US foreign and defense policy with the 
inauguration of Mr. Bush in January 

one of the longest and most successful hoaxes in 
history - but the strategies that hide behind it are 

still doomed to end in failure." 


- VFATF praises Argentina" 


Daily-of-record V'La Nacion\" reports (04/01) V'Argentina 
passed the test - Kander Asmal 

Action Task Force (FATF)... showed he is happy with 
the progress made by our country in adapting its 
legislation to the FATFYs recommendations to fight 
money laundering. 


V... The head of the Argentine House Committee on 
Foreign Relations 

VArgentina has passed the FATF\'s June review... The 
FATF had asked Argentina to approve legislation 
facilitating the judicial investigation of money 
laundering crimes. For this purpose and aware of the 


arrival of the FATF delegation 

House accelerated the enactment of a law to lift 
banking 

However 

terrorism is still a problem which has been solved in 
most countries of the world. V" 


- VArgentine Government is asked to negotiate its 


defaulted debt" 


Martin Kanenguiser 
Horizonte for daily-of-record V'La Nacion 


ism activities in Mogadishu were directed only at foreign terrorist elements. Yusuf appreciated the ap 
3 emerging trends in the global economy. The Minister of Commerce and Industry stressed innovatio 
d no information in regards to Jamaat-ud-Dawa and could not comment on the U.S.\'s proposed ame 


ic Health, has instructed Dr. Helmut Friza, Health Attache at Austria\'s Mission to the UN in Geneva, t 


Column 3 

(04/02) \"The US Treasury Department believes Argentina 
should resume negotiations with its holdout 

creditors... 


\"A high-ranking Treasury official said yesterday that 
the Bush administration still considers this issue 
very important. 


V... We are not siding with creditors or with the 
Government 
negotiations should continue. VV 


- "Domestic problems ahead for Morales\" 


Mark Scott 

\"Buenos Aires Herald 

office in January 

made worldwide headlines with his controversial 
leadership style and anti-globalization rhetoric. 


V... A referendum over greater regional autonomy will 
be held in conjunction with the election of delegates 
for the constitutional assembly in July. 


\"Indeed 

with left-wing politicians throughout Latin America 
as well as reassuring the US of his \'coca si 

no\' drug policy 

regional autonomy movement. 


\"If Morales does not confront it soon 

learn first-hand 

that the greatest challenge to democracy in Bolivia 
comes from within the country\'s borders.\" 


- VThe US strongly criticizes the Argentine trade and 
energy policies\" 


Hugo Alconada Mon 

daily-of-record \"La Nacion 

of the USG criticized several points of the Argentine 
economic policy by warning that it could bring 
VseriousY consequences for local growth 

control and new investment. 


\"These remarks were made by members of the USTR 
the US Secretary of Energy 

made by the US Department of Agriculture about the 
suspension on meat exports. 


\"Karen Harbert 


rough the SOC terminal and questioned a report he had received that said that Ambassador Khalilza 
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Issues at the US Department of Energy 

price controls in Argentina\'s energy production 
system 

\'serious challenges\' in this area in Latin America 
along with Venezuela 


\"Also 
(Argentine) Government\'s decision to freeze prices and 
suspend meat exports.\" 


- VThe USDA criticizes the Argentine ban on exports\" 


Hugo Alconada Mon 

daily-of-record \"La Nacion 

Department of Agriculture criticized the suspension of 
meat exports ordered by the Argentine government. It 
predicted that its impact will be highly negative if 

it goes beyond the 180 days expected 

that the measure could affect the image of the country 
abroad.\" 


- They want to close the School of the Americas\" 


Nestor Restivo 

(04/03) \"... Catholic priest Roy Bourgeois 

founders of SOA Watch 

Latin America... so that the claim of US citizens who 
\'pay 20 million dollars per year in taxes to support 
this school of murderers\' adds itself to the region\'s 
commitment \'not to send more military or police 
officers to the school. 


VYThe US renamed the School as Western Hemisphere 
Institute for Security Cooperation 

same as in the past - the only difference is that 

instead of talking about anti-subversion 

about global terrorism and drug trafficking. In fact 

it trains those who defend economic interests in the 
region with their crimes.\" 


3. EDITORIALS 
- \"Israel voted for peace\" 


An editorial in leading \"Clarin\" (04/03) reads \"The 
outcome of Israeli elections indicated that current PM 


i. 3. Entry requirements: A valid U.S. passport is required to enter Barbados. No visa is required if yc 
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Ehud Olmert is Ariel Sharon\'s successor. 


\"This continuity suggests a change in the Israeli 
political map with the emergence of a new centrist 
political force whose unifying factor is the promise 
to solve the conflict with the Palestinians. 


\"It is the first time that such a proposal is 
supported by the majority of the Israeli electorate... 


Y"... Formulas for consensus will be required to attend 

to the chief demands of the people 

resolute peace process under such difficult 
circumstances as a Palestinian government in the hands 
of Hamas 


- VGloomy environmental future" 


Leading \"Clarin\" editorializes (04/01) Y"... The 
environmental situation is so sensitive that 

the UN Convention for Biodiversity\'s request 

of experts have pointed out that even if an immediate 
stop of all carbon dioxide emissions were implemented 
there would be a lingering inertial impact for decades 
and temperatures would continue increasing. 


\"If this gloomy prediction comes true 

the extinction of many species and would force the 
implementation of adapting strategies. Entire 
populations 

evacuated while catastrophes like that of New Orleans 
(which would not have happened had its marshes not 
been destroyed) would repeat themselves in many parts 
of the world. 


\"In spite of this knowledge 
the main powers prevents basic deals aimed at 
alleviating the environmental damage.\" 


To see more Buenos Aires reporting 
classified website at: 
http://www.state.sqov.gov/p/wha/buenosaires 


The Media Reaction Report reflects articles and 
opinions by the cited news media and do not 
necessarily reflect U.S. Embassy policy or views. The 
Public Affairs Section does not independently verify 
information. The report is intended for internal U.S. 
Government use only. 


GUTIERREZ 


1 Committee on Foreign Policy has put forth a proposal to regulate the activities of NGOs within Vene 
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and immigration authorities will refuse entry to anyone without a 
valid visa. All Brazilian visas are considered invalid regardless 
of validity if not used within 90 days of issuance. 


4. Visitors should be current with all immunizations required for 
Brazil. Those arriving from flights that do not originate in the 
United States are advised to ensure that their yellow fever 
vaccination is up to date 

with them to prove it. If you require a yellow fever vaccination 
and it is for the first time 

least 10 days before travel to be effective. Please consult with 
appropriate medical authorities before traveling. 


5. Please find below information needed for the cities to be 
visited: 


- Brasilia - 

The United States Embassy in Brasilia is located at Avenida das 
Nacoes 

011+[55](61) 3312-7000 

3312-7676. Emergencies and calls after normal business hours may be 
directed to Post One at 011+[55](61) 3312-7400. 


- Rio de Janeiro - 

The United States Consulate General in Rio de Janeiro is located at 
Avenida Presidente Wilson 147 B. Castelo 

U.S.) 011+[55](21) 3823-2000 

3823-2003. Emergencies and calls after normal business hours may be 
directed to Post One at 011+[55](21) 3823-2029. 


- Sao Paulo - 

United States Consulate General Sao Paulo is located at Rua Thomas 
Deloney 

011+[55](11) 5186-7000 

5186-7099. Emergencies and calls after normal business hours may be 
directed to Post One at 011+[55](11) 5181-8730. 


- Recife - 

The United States Consulate in Recife is located at Rua Goncalves 
Maia 163 

011+[55]1(81) 3416-3050 

[55](81)3231-1906. Emergencies and calls after normal business 
hours may be directed to Post One at 011 + [55](81) 3416-3050. 


6. Persons entering Brazil under the USG auspices have an important 
role to play in strengthening U.S. - Brazil cooperation. Please 

keep this priority in mind during your visit and inform the Embassy 

or nearest Consulate promptly of any opportunities or problems that 
arise. As a result of the imposition of biometric enrolment of the 


if Albania. WOLFF 
»ch Republic. WOLFF 
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US-VISIT program 

and photographing arriving U.S. citizens in January 2004. Present 
GOB policy is not to fingerprint U.S. travelers arriving on official 

or diplomatic visas. It is possible 

visitors could be asked to submit to a fingerprinting through 
administrative error. The Embassy hopes that visitors will comply 
with reasonable requests from the Brazilian immigration authorities. 
Any unusual delays or unreasonable treatment should be brought to 
the attention of the Management Officer so they can be relayed to 
the GOB. Full cooperation with the identification procedures is 
advisable. 


7. Please find below some information on Administrative procedures 
and requirements: 


A. Each visitor 
fiscal data to pay for direct costs of the visit. Each agency 


organization or visiting delegation will be charged for the actual 
costs attributed to its visit. Direct charge costs include 
not limited to: 


-- American and LES overtime (for such services as airport 
expediting 

representational event support); 

Travel and per diem costs incurred by post personnel in support of 
visitor\'s field travel; 

-- Rental of vehicles and other equipment; 

-- Long distance telephone calls; 

-- Office supplies; 

-- Gasoline and other vehicle maintenance costs; 

-- Departure tax and other airport fees. 


Post will not provide service if fiscal data is not provided for the 
direct charges. 


B. For TDYers remaining at post over 30 days 

ICASS support services. This charge is for the following ICASS 
services and will be billed thru the ICASS TDY module 
per-capita-basis 

TDY visit by one USG employee of 06 months\' duration would be 
counted as 0.5: 

-- Basic Package; 

-- Community Liaison - CLO; 

-- Health Services. 


C. If your sponsoring agency is not signed up for ICASS services at 
post 

document for ICASS support services upon arrival. The agency should 
provide post with a written communication generated by the 

traveler\'s headquarters that confirms the agency will pay ICASS 
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charges for the TDYer. The communication should include the agency 
ICASS billing code to which the TDY support should be charged and 
authorize the traveler to sign the ICASS invoice generated by the 
TDY module. Agencies will not be billed until the accumulated 
invoice cost for TDY support exceeds Dols 2 

Where travel is urgent 

with him/her to ensure there are no interruptions in the provision 

of service. Post will not provide any service to a TDYer staying in 
excess of thirty days without provision of this documentation before 
day 31 of the TDY. 


8. Crime is the principal and real threat to visitors to Brazil. 

The crime threat level in Brasilia 

Recife is critical. Armed street robberies are common in these 
cities. The area in and around the hotel sector in Brasilia is 
extremely dangerous 

been robbed under gunpoint while walking on the street. Taxis and 
private vehicles should be used to move about. 


9. In addition 

groups operate in the tri-border area between Brazil 

Argentina - this includes the Iguacu falls area. Official visitors 
contemplating travel to this area should contact the Embassy before 
doing so 

they plan to cross into Paraguay and/or Argentina. 


10. Visitors should practice common sense preventative security 
techniques 

of the more important tips that you should follow to avoid becoming 
a crime victim are: 


-- Do not carry or wear valuable items that will attract the 
attention of thieves. If you need to wear expensive jewelry or 
carry a camera; conceal it until you arrive at your destination. 


-- Be aware of the street environment and avoid contact with those 
who may be looking for robbery targets. Seek a safer location. Go 
into a store 


-- Do not physically resist any robbery attempt. While this is a 
personal decision 


-- Do not answer your hotel room door until you positively confirm 
who is on the other side. Look out the peephole 
desk to confirm the visitor. 


-- Do not walk on the beaches after dark. Assaults are common. 
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blowing his leg off 


which in this instance 


the hoist equipment probably saved the soldier\'s 


at a cost of approximately 390 
ferrying 400 passengers 
000 USD. 


3/98/2006 22:09 


attempts to craft a primary 


which has heretofore refused to include deputy 
or through IRI 


but only within certain 


is a synthesis of various plans 


with technical 
000 from IRI 


via primaries 


which will make 
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some forty miles west of Popayan. 


000 USD. PCHP 
at 


O6MANAGUA709 


to request 


implement 


of a joint 


Column 4 Column 5 
contracted to organize the process will 


the oversight committee will 


and party 


the front-runner 


however supported primaries in 


who we will then know if he 
or merely his puppet. If 


Eduardo 
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natic contacts of the hospitalized individuals also tested negative for avian influenza. Following exter 
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the host country police and protective 


Wellington and Auckland have 
but 


Once very rare 


Christchurch and Wellington 
such as 


to avoid becoming a target of 
New Zealand does not play a significant 


evidence 


Heroin and Cocaine to 


at night visitors 
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are 


and visitors 


ions are back on track after a four month hiatus. Recent talks in Canberra led to progress on a good 
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and to securely safeguard classified or 


which are available via the Internet at 


visitors to New Zealand must exercise 


24 hours/day). 
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the host country police and protective 
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Wellington and Auckland have 


but 

once very rare are 
Christchurch and Wellington and visitors 
such as 


to avoid becoming a target of 


New Zealand does not play a significant 
evidence 


Heroin and Cocaine to 


at night visitors 


and to securely safeguard classified or 


3. Visitors who need unescorted access into secure areas of the Mission must provide proof of a cl 
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which are available via the Internet at 


visitors t0 New Zealand must exercise 


24 hours/day). 
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as proposed by the 


one expert after another 


according to the French was that the Nigerian 


that its presence had helped to ensure 


distribute 
and prepare for elections. The 


Denmark 
Greece Tanzania 
the importance of 


without 
full support for the French amendment. 


notably the UK and Tanzania noted their 


ialogue (NEACD), and -- shared that North Korean Deputy Director of North American Affairs, Chonc 


Iture Ministry Gaza Director of Control and Quarantine Said Siyam said the PA had culled 13,000 chic 
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without the Nigerians) was sufficient to 
including 


led by the UK 
250 


most stated that they would be 


000 ifthe UNMIL company returned 


several members urged acceptance of an 


as recommended by the SYG\'s 


Greece 
possibly by 


in particular its resolutions 1626 of 19 September 


as well as 


Column 5 


expressed some 


Russia and France also 


Column 4 Column 5 


as well as 


Olusegun Obansanjo for their contributions to 


in particular for providing for the temporary 


and expresses its intention to keep under 


including possible 


and further requests that he continue to 
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the PRC has convinced governnment leaders of all of 

with the 

PM Somare of 

Acting PM Fred Sevile of Tonga and the 


Samoa Cook Islands 
and Niue. Each of these leaders will hold 


\" Bilateral Documents to Be Signed 


eria could negatively impact Liberia\'s stability. Ndiaye responded that President Wade was one of th 


Column 4 Column 5 
New Zealand Sending Deputy Minister-level Reps 


Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign 

will represent Australia at the conference. 
Associate Minister of Pacific Island 

will represent New Zealand. Andrew Martin 
told us 


but had decided to send Gambaro after urgings from 


none of the Pacific Island 


Nauru Tuvalu 

Nauru 

Taiwan\'s Representive in Fiji told us 

he said is standard operating 
he said represents 

he said are only one aspect of 


But Will There be Follow-Up? 


a number of Fiji officials we have talked to 


nic cooperation and bilateral relations. Roh and Egyptian President Mubarak discussed bilateral trade 
iese refugee issue. They suggested that the three of them together go in to discuss Bhutanese refuge 


lare their intentions to travel now and begin consultations with the appropriate coordinating offices. 3 
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Column 5 
and the documents 
will have much lasting 
for example to the fact that the 
the impact 
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Japan\'s plan to shift priority in Iraq 


Japanese experts meet on ending ban on US beef imports 


Wasit Governorate) told PolOffs March 16 and March 26 respectively that Shia families have fled thei 
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600 people would die in 


54 000 would be injured 


(NASKEF), the Icelandic government has made its unhappiness with the decision plain. FM Haarde 
nprove; he hopes those positive changes will be reflected institutionally. The issues of greatest conce 
I (Post One). 3. Reservations: No accommodations requested. Embassy will assist with departure r 
cell phone (967) 1-73329-2603. The number for emergencies only is (967) (1) 755-2170 (Post One). 
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600 dead 


2006 


600 and 

000 would be injured. The report calculated 
000 injured 

the first time such an estimate had been 


the 
approximately 140 


a time when fires are more likely to 

causing greater damage than would be the case at different 
the average 

was hypothesized. 


a total of approximately 4.48 million people 
000 commuters and tourists from 

000 foreigners 

000 people would be stranded at major 
including about 100 

000 at Shinjuku Station. 


there would be about 730 

660 

000 for Kanagawa Prefecture 

000 people for Chiba Prefecture and southern 
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54 


about 54 


000 commuters 


would 


000 at Shibuya Station and about 


000 people unable to return 
000 unable to return to Tama 
890 


Column 4 
as 3.85 million people would 


while another 1.35 million people would 


2006 


the scheduled 

Tokyo has been in coordination with the city of Nago 
over the planned relocation of the US Marine 

their coordination will also be delayed into 


which 


the Japanese and US governments released an interim 


incorporating an agreement to work out specific plans by 
however 


saying 


Y according to another senior official of the Defense 


Defense Agency Director General Fukushiro Nukaga and 


their 


Column 5 


has now called off this 


pointment that Ho advocated strongly for a US/Taiwan FTA but was unable to offer specifics on an F1 


Column 4 


Nukaga presented minor changes that would alter the 
Shimabukuro called for 


insisting on reclaiming land from 


Washington will presumably keep tabs on the 


it will be difficult 


including a cost-sharing agreement on the Guam 


2006 


Koizumi 


the premier 


the predecessor of the city\'s newly elected 
Yoshikazu Shimabukuro. Nukaga will meet again with 


Column 5 


lf of the company. The GOU purchased 100 percent of the former Korean-Uzbek joint venture in 20C 


Column 4 Column 5 
the Japanese and US 


Tokyo is 
their coordination has been protracted. As it 
some government officials are voicing their doubts about 


\" a Defense Agency source said. 


orders minor revisions with resolution next 


2006 


Liberal 


Okinawa 
he affirmed a stance of not responding to major 


can\'t we say in 
we\'ll 
that's wrong. Though it 


Column 4 


the Prime Minister expressed a negative view about 
stressing the need for a rapid conclusion to 


it was learned that the two days of 


taking into consideration that coordination 


stressed repeatedly 
if he 


talks would be broken off. 


Deputy Under Secretary of Defense 
the responsible US official 


the Japanese government took it that 
\" and decided to postpone the talks 


2006 


Foreign Minister Taro Aso 
Finance 
and Okinawa Affairs Minister Yuriko 
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\"Do something within the scope of 


informed the Japanese side 


It proposed 


he stakeholders, UNMIK is in no hurry to transfer competency to the Kosovo government for law enfc 


Column 4 
including 2.5 


plans to draft new 


March 28 


a \"basic 


which would clarify the use of space from the 


nonmilitary purposes. 


the legislation would enable the Self- 


the SDF will aim at collecting 


which has been centered until now on research and 


the Diet 


limiting the country\'s use of space to non- 


Japan also unveiled a unified government view confining 


the use of cutting-edge satellites has not 


Japan launched in 2003 a spy satellite capable 
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2006 
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which is 


2006 


by shifting emphasis to economic 


with conflicts rooted in ethnic and religious causes 
there are no prospects at all for the 


the first of its kind to be extended to 
will finance the building of port 
southern Iraq 


and the refurbishment of 


it wants to clearly indicate to the 


approximately 160 
including Japan 


000. 


on the 
it had to drastically alter 


\"The situation in Iraq is not yet conductive to allow me 
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the construction of 


000 military personnel from 28 
the US and Britain remain deployed in 


aciate. In the past six weeks, Commerce Secretary Gutierrez and State Department Counselor Zelik 
ension of the GOB-appointed controller\'s authority. The GOB relinquished control to Ernesto Asbun, 
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2006 


effective as of April 


according to a high 


| thought a certain length of period 


claiming \"He 


the selection hit rocky ground since there were mixed 


strongly reacted against that plan. 


ment is named. The decision was announced by Amiri decree and confirmed rumors that had been c 
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2006 
scheduled to start May 10 until after the 
Taiwan\'s Central News Agency 


the agency reported that Lee had changed his schedule 


he 


US start experts\' talks on beef trade 


2006 


as well as US measures to prevent a similar incident. In 
both sides will try to find common ground 


difficult negotiations are expected. 


Charles Lambert acting undersecretary for marketing 


ir ethnic Serb neighbors, and they doubt that any of the Serbs want to come back. For these Albania 


Column 4 
expressed hopes for Japan\'s 
saying: \"We are ready to 


the Health 
and Agriculture 


just one month 
when banned vertebral 


pressure is intensifying for an early resumption 
given calls from the cattle industry and other 


the US concluded that the 

though 

presented a 

including one asking if the US government 


the US has agreed to give replies directly to Japan in 


2006 
Forestry 


\"If the US gives proper replies to our questions 


convincing explanations on the part of the United 


Japan asked if the US government 
but the US 


Column 5 


Labor and 
Forestry and Fisheries 


seeing 


and Fisheries Minister Nakagawa said 


we 


Note Verbale from the MFA dated March 29 confirming Gicheru\'s remarks. The text of the Note follo 


' local newspapers. Begin Text: INVITATION FOR BIDS CO-OPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUYANA 


Column 4 Column 5 
including why bones were included in 


2006 
Moscow 


currently visiting Russia 


though Mori said: \"It is necessary to listen to Prime 


Mori indicated that his faction would 


saying: 


we will need to start coordination. We have 


assumed the post of prime 


Mori said: \"| wonder if it would be acceptable for the 


Mori 


but those who know much about 


aine at 14.1 percent. Five parties not reaching the three-percent threshold called for a nationwide rec 
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V and \"Zuuny Medee\" ("Century News\") 


\" and \"Odriin Sonin (\"Today\'s News\") 


with a headline: \"Lobbyist 
don\'t ever come to Mongolia again.\" The following 


the main source of the antagonism 
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but he said the 


‘a, could prove to be ineffective and could backfire if Lukashenka decides to crack down further on th 
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adding that they believed the PM should 


and thus an FTA would be 


we believe 


in particular before the first 
would help alleviate GOM concerns and pave 
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life in 


public security is 
reflecting the shadow of the warlords. The 


jhway, the committee evaluating the bids of the competing foreign firms reviewed the submitted bid rr 
fices remain closed and under guard by the Police Intervention Unit (PIU). Ambassador contacted In 
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one of the ground rules of democracy. 
\'There are concerns that the 


more than 1 000 armed 
believed to be a 


is an important 


annual 
100 tons a 


while calling for the complete 


VThere is always a danger that 
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Y she said. Mulyani noted she has 

telling 

no more godfather protection \" she said. 


including the October 2005 fuel subsidy 
he added that the U.S. business community 
including 


consideration will be given by the United States to the candidature of Mr. Atangana. BOLTON 


Column 4 Column 5 
labor and judicial reforms. A/S Hill 


after multi-month delays 
she 


Mulyani said that 


the GOI is looking 


she added so the sector 


Secretary Rice\'s visit would help 


Indonesia \"is on the right path to reform." But 
and sometimes it 

weVd like a 

not criticism. If 


that would be 
Y she said. 


who is moving in the right direction 


his economic 


while technically competent tend to lack 


SBY prefers to postpone difficult 


and SBY has an 


ı Gomez DOB: 1/17/1976 POB: La Paz Jose Aristides Perez Aguirre DOB: 12/31/1972 POB: La Libe 
iphy (ICITAP). Eduardo Ernesto Linares Maravilla DOB: 11/04/1967 POB: San Salvador USG Trainin 


Column 4 
Board members felt the President\'s 
albeit at apace slower 


and it stood in stark 


though 


and those that stayed put 


with labor and judicial concerns posing the 
foreign firms must maintain bank deposits to 
and it is almost impossible to dismiss employees 
Indonesia\'s weak 


including 


such as 
to assist 


it 
Thailand and Vietnam as 


with support from the Chinese government and the 
are rapidly expanding 

gas and power sectors. 

as 


Column 5 


whether SBY could 
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provide Chinese 


he assured the group that senior USG officials 
remain committed to advocating for 
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but the local leadership has not allowed him to 


000 majority ethnic Kinh Catholics 
but there is also an 


almost all church property was 


the parish 


it would be 


however. For example 


and noted 
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but the ECVN estimates 
900. 


the Ambassador met with 
Tinh noted without prompting 
the 


and the PPC will give permission to the parish to 


however that in the future it is likely that 


especially 


Son La PPC Chairman Hoang Chi 
including religious freedom was 


the Ambassador noted at the end of this first 


2. 2. (U) JUSMAG THAI has requested that the Embassy/State Department complete human rights 
e Para. 2. 2. (U) JUSMAG THAI has requested that the Embassy/State Department complete huma 
ra.2. 2. (U) JUSMAG THAI has requested that the Embassy/State Department complete human rig 
. 2. (U) JUSMAG THAI has requested that the Embassy/State Department complete human rights v 


ed, vandals and petty criminals are taking advantage of elevated tensions and police are effectively c 


1 embassies in Arab League member states March 23, instructing them to support the Sudan objectiv 


Column 4 


Column 5 
you have a larger responsibility in this area 
he told Thuc. 


the Ambassador noted 


but there are 


000 Catholics in Son La 
but no priest is allowed to minister to their needs. 


000 Protestants within the HYMong ethnic minority 


but so far they have been unsuccessful. The PM 
but 


more work needs to be done in the Northwest to 


the Ambassador acknowledged 


but attention is now 


\" he said. The Ambassador also noted 


he asserted. \"There is no 


Column 4 


we respect peoples\' rights to establish social 


he added. 


noting 


he said. We understand that 


the 
\"but this is still wrong. There is 


Thuc\'s counterparts 


but they now admit that they do 


000 Catholics and 2 


including which areas of the province they 


he said. The Ambassador acknowledged that 
but 
the 


professional 


though we 


Column 5 


000 Protestants. 
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Son | αἱ inability 
provinces such as Son La with high 
particularly Protestant 


though 
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the ITF 
while the ITU gained four seats by 


the party was likely to continue to lose influence. 


as long as they did not 


adding that due to political sensitivities it was 


Kahiya said it was a lazy organization that was unable 


was that the legislation was poorly 
the former regime took much of the land 
\" and the current law does not recognize these 


Column 5 


and Son La will be our next project for a 


O6KIRKUK71 


3 oil wealth, strengthening public investment planning and ensuring a stable and sustainable economi 
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which is a break off from the Da\'wa 


who was elected to both the 


traveling often in that position. Bayati graduated 


Iraqi Minister of Housing and 
serves as Bayati\'s deputy in the ITU. He is from 


and Kahiya compose the top tier leadership of the ITU. 


while the ITF - having a larger Turcoman 
helped to validate the 
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2 as Prince Norodom Ranariddh and his mistress, Ouk Phalla, had their pictures splashed on the fror 


»udget. Hundreds of local residents, who had protested at the LY, welcomed the decision to stop the 
ıned to begin tendering invitations to prospective investors in October 2005 (Ref B), but it suspended 
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and insurgents over the past four months have killed 


however 


and many citizens\' possessions were stolen 


as well as a committee to 


including the destruction 
electricity transformers farm equipment 


they are considering arming 


a smaller Sunni Arab village down the road from 


fax 381-38-549-890. 2. Post will coordinate arrangements for overland travel with Amembassy Belc 


Counselor Richard Huff - Office Phone: (31) (70) 310-2271; Home Phone: (31) (70) 322-3253; Cell 
?olice said the number of bodies and approximate ages matched reports of seven of the eight reporte 
sonomic Counselor Richard Huff - Office Phone: (31) (70) 310-2271; Home Phone: (31) (70) 322-32 
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items were 


and people were injured. He noted extremist graffiti on 
which indicated an 


but 


but do not rule out the strong possibility that such 
especially in this region where lraq\'s 
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Meles announced that opposition parties 


until April 18 to 


Jonse to the district levels. Challenges identified during the review included the need for greater eng: 
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the current provisional Addis administration will 


he stated Ethiopia\'s 
as is the case in 


Y in order to ensure 


even though it did not achieve a breakthrough. 
with its \"habitual rigidity \"is 


OLF AND OTHER ANTI-PEACE FORCES 


\" Meles proclaimed that peace and security 


tarnish the international image of the country 


Oromo Liberation Front (OLF) and 


EDUCATION AND ENVIRONMENT 


space Antenna Project Meetings, Technical Interchange Meeting, Mid-Term Review, Quarterly Progre 


ie demonstration would end this evening and that the next large-scale demonstration will not be calle: 
space Antenna Project Meetings, Technical Interchange Meeting, Mid-Term Review, Quarterly Progre 


Column 4 
000 in the past year. Meles stated 


poor management 


560 regular students at state universities. 


Meles stated the government was distributing food 
drilling new wells 


Meles said that the 


opposition party 


the NEB 


Beyene said his party would not agree since it 


the government should open a dialogue 
Beyene 


the process for distributing anti-retrovirals was 


human rights 
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lack of modern 


and transporting 


stands that no further assistance is necessary. POST ACCESS: 3. Visitors who need unescorted ac 


7 x2241, home telephone 353 1 218-0990 cell 353 87 223-0106, e-mail scanlonmh@state.gov. Emb: 
ly anti- Turkey petition campaign recently conducted by the Freedom Party of Austria (FPO). We bası 
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Lidetu said that elections should 


such as vote rigging 


and harassment 
had not yet 
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O6WELLINGTON247 
he expressed 


but there was further work which we 


and this should be one of the building 
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06GUANGZHOUSB841 
the airline will V'just take\" the results of the 


which in any 


ite.gov, telephone 011-937-010-8128 or cell number 011-937-991-40555. All travelers should bring U 


Column 4 


we noted that the lifting of one of them 
might be 
HNA is 


which means HNA could 
we posited 
however 


but its 


the airline\'s odds of becoming a designated 


HNA is clearly 


\"all [Chinese] airlines know [the 


to the effect that 


its Guangzhou-Los Angeles route is a 
although that might have to do less 


HNA 
had been in talks with the 


and presumably the 


Column 5 


the upcoming 


we received a reiteration of the three 


‘sponsible in the GoA for national and EU-level antitrust cases. Post also provided reftel information | 


Column 4 
which in turn probably belies the 


of course 


as their comments indicate. 
knowing full well that its designation will occur 
the airline 


please read REF C. 
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she stressed that even in Haikou 

one \"can feel [the high quality of 

the surface and underground waters of 

as well as the ones that surround the island 
Hainan\'s forest coverage is 


the high quality of Hainan\'s 


Hainan\'s provincial government has paid much attention 


the environment is regarded as a 
\" and therefore the 


in 1999 the State 
SEPA has designated eight more ecological 
Hainan\'s party secretary from 2001 


was influential in adopting the eco-province 
to where he was transferred after serving 


environmental protection is not considered 


Hainan\'s GDP has been 
helping raise incomes and 


Column 5 


does not mean that HNA is not interested ir 
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the 


are 


; lawyer immediately vowed to challenge the CEC verdict in the courts. 2. (SBU) The CEC voted 10- 
al other senior officers. Oyini was replaced by former Deputy Commander Brigadier General Gregoire 


Column 4 Column 5 
lessening the island\'s traditional 


but its authorities try 


don\'t set up factories in the 
where tourists like to go. (Note: 


however slight they may be has to occur if an 
we can imply that (1) 


a good deal of HainanVs concern for the 


it 


far away from the beaches in Sanya and Boao 
tourism 


and stressed that 


even ifthe number of visitors 
the 


such as 

it still presents a problem to those living 
as Hainan 

there might 

freeing up more areas 


Column 4 
many beautiful spots elsewhere have been 
and Hainan needs to keep 


the number of domestic visitors should continue to 
the number of international visitors is 

offering much growth potential. As 

won and rubles) 

it may become hard for Hainan to stop the 


although the tourists leave after a 
the Hainanese themselves stay behind 
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but is a shared international responsibility. 
he said there can 


all parties must be persuaded. 


historians and others could study the issue 
but Armenia never responded to the invitation. 
said Erdogan 


for his 


he focused his efforts on the men and women fighting 


Chairman 


Column 5 


and stand 


O6ANKARA1656 


don\'t help 


has the authority to make binding economic decisions for all member states. This arrangement coulc 


signation of Lashkar-e-Tayyba (LET) to include Jammat-ud-Dawa (JUD) and its various aliases: -- O 
f the EUC reads as follows: (Begin text.) We, Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan herek 
1ded that India would be pleased to support the US candidate, provided the US supported a candidat 
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Ozkok suggested that engagement would be more 


noting how militaries possessing the 


US-Turkey 
he declared. CJCS 
calling the relationship \"absolutely critical." 


including hosting 

opening 

even after the March 1 2003 Parliamentary 
and permitting 


he noted that 


albeit slowly. 


urging that any referendum on its status 
IraqVs natural resources 


1. Mr. Land will also be giving the presentations on U.S. Implementation of the Domestic Regulatory | 


er to running a successful broader-based trade enterprise. Almost all of the discussions focused on h 


Column 4 Column 5 


both in size and ability. 
which is why the US is determined to 


unifying 
and to stop the terrorists by not only capturing 


however that the war on 


reftels.) \"Your success is our 
\"the general said. 


Iran Syria and Israel all have security interests 


picking up new techniques and equipment which they test 


therefore unacceptable to the US in 
Turkey or elsewhere. He reviewed some specific steps 


working against PKK 
and working to 


Ὁ January 1. The official decree signed March 27 is awaiting publication in La Gaceta (akin to the Fe 
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our 
then Turkey 


he understood Ozkok\'s point about 
and undertook to examine what might 


Iraq and the US could deal with the PKK 


Ozkok observed that 


NE 
the problem in Turkey\'s 


Y he observed. If Turkey\'s per capita 


000 instead of $4 000 


and that Ankara was bothered that 


he also argued that isolating Iran would be 
spurring Tehran to drive for 


as US troop 


unique (and in some cases unclear) status internationally has the potential to create further political r 
the U.S. had interest in Sudan in terms of both it as an electoral issue and for the sake of its oil; inter 
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Athens\' refusal to approve NATO exercises in the 


and the GOG\'s issuing year-long NOTAMs blocking large 


and stated that keeping international airspace and 


he argued that the 


etc.). Ozkok pushed back noting that Turkish 
Turkey 


he said. For example his 
but anyone could 


but asked Ozkok 


\" according to Ozkok. \"Everyone should be 


but is isolated in a system occupied by many 
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In his speech to the troops, Stanishev referred to Bulgaria\'s previous contingent which was withdra\ 


iation is offered in response to the FY 2008 counter-drug and anticrime assistance planning guidance 


as said it was unlikely the GOE will be able to make any further contributions. WOS 


cussion and consultation with other EU member states. WOS 


Column 4 

\"call me if you 

ΙΝ! be in touch." 
perhaps something in 
even though he 


he said he wanted to stay 


Spanta wanted the Foreign Ministry 


he said. 


including those 
for his stance on transitional justice. 


his erstwhile Northern Alliance colleague 


who is likely a flawed 


and is saying privately 


Column 5 


but we 


Column 4 
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was completely different 
in 


could chair the IPDC 


even ifthey had a proven record of opposing 
this is 


Uruguay 


but they are in the 


policy makers 
implementers and project proponents to 


France 


and speculated that France 


Column 5 


O6PARIS2007 
and there had to be 


he asked 


and 


5 private office. Haddad said the GOJ views it as in its own interest to stop any young men, Jordania! 


m 0320 (B) (05) Khartoum 1350 (ο) Khartoum 0454 ------------------- Summary and Comment ---------- 


(DETE), with whom Post discussed reftel demarche on March 28 and 29. Long, who has responsibi 


local newspapers. Begin Text: INVITATION FOR BIDS CO-OPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUYANA 


Column 4 


as the GRULAC debate 


the period 


the real problem 


while Austria 


wanted more flexibility and dialogue. 


Deanna Marcum\'s 
UNESCO and van 


Column 5 


perhaps leading others as 


s to explain the U.S. process to designate financiers of terrorists or terror groups. O\'Brien\'s visit occi 


VES THE CONVENTION WILL FOCUS INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION ON UNESCO AND WILL DE 


yreconditions. Garro said that Barreto would respond after confirming Peru\'s position. 2. (C) Baretto 


Column 4 
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international powers have 


and the concept of a Gulf security architecture 
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Ishikawa said 


unlike the Prime Minister\'s remark 


but that a more limited 


such an model might be used with the 


Column 5 


06TOKYO1632 
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O6JERUSALEM1271 
06TOKYO1634 


but 


the 


|. SC failure to extend the company\'s temporary lvoirian deployment would send the wrong signal, C 
1 2 March concerning it\'s candidature for election o the International Telecommunication Union (ITU. 
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Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF). 


secure trade/supply chain security and energy 


but they would be capped by a new streamlined sub- 
which would focus on more strategic 
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26253 (SBU) On March 28, Post received a diplomatic note (No. 58-DT/097-DGPE) signed by the Hı 
ieeting. The European Commission\'s Technical Assistance Office is still awaiting official guidance {γι 
) Summary. An East Jerusalem Palestinian family, engaged in a protracted legal battle with the Gove 
oth sides to cease the violence. Large numbers of police and paramilitary jandarma remain in the cit 


Column 4 
there is also some 
most notably from Sheikh Hamdan 


Minister of Finance and full brother 
UAE Vice President/Prime 


Column 5 


but 


Al-KaVabi 


he is placed to change the laws to match his 


MOL inspectors are not allowed into the free zones to 
visas 


or job conditions. End note.) 


DAS Barks-Ruggles commended the UAE for the 


and called on 


and noted that the issue of trafficked 


named in ref A. She added that she will forward background information to the Central Bank and Dep 


Column 4 Column 5 


where most arrests happen. 


and then to provide victims 


the Ambassador committed to looking into 


in addition to the broader human rights training 


to 
a process that has proved successful 
such as 


and suggested the UAE now apply some of the same 


DAS Barks-Ruggles met in Dubai with 
two of the 
the UAEVs 


the government primarily through the 
has attempted to gain influence over the 


this would best be done by 


ty. 2. (C) Senator McCain,s delegation met with King Abdullah at his private office in Amman on M: 


Column 4 Column 5 


there is room for considerable reform 


as well as improving the rights of 


expertise and networking. 


suggesting a new willingness on 


V she said. Barks-Ruggles stated: Both 


s human rights record 


including most 


ssues with GOB cabinet members and private sector interest groups. The week of March 20 CODEL 
ers of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) held a very productive meeting in the Bahamas on 21-, 
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Barks-Ruggles replied \"As a member of the 
we have a responsibility to talk 


peace 
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storing all 

but it will take several months if not an 


the FAA examiners 


Column 4 


including the very daunting task of cleaning 
management had already 


Pol/Econ 


one of the 
with a background in technical training 
toured the airline\'s Prince 


only a few 
the inspector described himself as 
tools 


sophisticated repair 


but many of the classrooms had only a few 
and a number seemed to be unoccupied. In that 
after privatization 


Column 5 


and 


the academy would be in a good 


rd, the Security Council March 29 adopted a resolution -- UNSCR 1664 -- requesting the Secretary-G 
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until privatization becomes a reality 


the FAA team leader 


based on their 


but some areas might make them less 


| believe they 


which will probably 
during the tour of the Repair 
personnel could be seen standing around. As one 


\"for every guy they 
there is one standing over him watching him 


most of their hangars are not large 
the 


and | would say that the quality of work might 


the 


lacy. Embassy had previously sent ref A talking points to Tovar\'s office. Tovar said he would report t 


Column 4 


| would say that some updating is 
a lot of the manuals they are 
so they simply copy the disks and distribute 


while adequate 


in order 
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inherited land debt 


separated from Afghanistan by the meandering 


meaning the road is in 


it will take 40 minutes off traversing this 
thanks to government upgrades in 2004 in 
700th anniversary. After Gulistan 


the roads are mostly unpaved; leading to 
where the \"roads\" are nothing more 


Column 5 


is not the latest 
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insects 


the main 


Column 4 Column 5 


000 hectares of farmland. Around 4 000 

but the 

000 hectares are irrigated; 

000 hectares for cotton and 8 000 for grain and fodder. Some 


and was at 53 percent of 
cotton remains the mainstay of the 


while one hectare of grain requires only one person\'s 


water shortages and land debts keep 
during early 


several very cold days impeded critical cotton growth 


a problem often associated with 


398). Additionally farmers owe around $15 million to 
$8 million to a single 


run by the \"Zamin\" business conglomerate. The 
formed in 1989 by 


the new Hukumat 


to individual 
all resources were 
but this is not the case now. 
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the Chairman said 


and he took pains to tell PolOffs that he had \"already 


however that it would be important 


and other law enforcement activities. 


with some buildings 


hospital and ginning 
a 
used to feed silkworms are cut for firewood to heat 


although these were few and far between. The 

000 with an unemployment rate of 

000 residents are working in 

there are 2 000 people registered as 


according to the Hukumat Chairman 


but without additional government funds or 
when 


Column 4 Column 5 
with farmers\' mounting debts 


let alone elevate living standards. The 


next year will 


Ghulom Boyakov had been reelected to 

Budget Finance 
was sharply 

and declined to talk about any Dushanbe political 

claiming he was \"really an economist.\" In 

Boyakov graduated from the Tajik Polytechnical University 


he worked as 
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adding that Turkey is pleased that 


Erdogan expressed concern over 
and noted that for the first 


This amounts to 9.5% of GDP (just under USD 27 billion in 2005, according to GOB estimates). In aı 


ployees and possibly used falsified diplomatic plates to abduct Sivchik. They then severely beat Sivcr 
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Erdogan pointed out 


then moved to 
including provision of 
assignment of personnel 


overflight clearances granted for OIF flights and 
Vice President Cheney and Secretary Rice 
he averred 


but 


Column 4 Column 5 


and that these should continue. 


he appreciated the GOT\'s 


but the terrorists still 


we are 


the USG will continue its efforts in 


and the United States can work together against the 


No Territory 


and that over 100 Turkish 
including 


but for now 


territory or region. Today terrorism is 
and the U.S. knows best of all that 

thus making us all vulnerable. Erdogan 

including 

000 dead in the fight against the PKK but asserted that 

be 

Madrid Sharm el-Sheikh 


ilt of the GRM\'s decision in August 2005 to seize Alliance One\'s most profitable Mozambican conce: 


Dfficer, Carrie Shirtz, who can be reached at: office 381-38-549-516 ext. 3195; GSM 377-44-500-972 
society continues to strengthen, it is important to encourage their activism. 2. Post proposes to use 


assistance is required. POST ACCESS: 3. Visitors who need unescorted access into secure areas 
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noting that 


he emphasized we would see the problems we now 


and thanks to the our 


the 
if we were neither in Afghanistan nor Iraq 


more important disagree 


noting the importance of intelligence sharing. 


3/29/2006 7:27 O6JEDDAH245 
and that its not difficult to 
indirectly Iraqi 
in 

)RT 


he condemned the \"Jews of 


Column 4 
\" describing them as 
violators of treaties and killers of prophets.\" 


from the Holy Mosque in Medina 
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3/29/2006 7:48 

Fried added 

but he was not yet convinced that this had yet 


A/S 


almost all of which 


V'it takes two to tango 


A/S Fried noted that the G-8 summit will be a 
who will have to decide what kind 


but we will also push back wherever necessary. 


directly in the focus of Russia\'s ire. 


who 


Column 5 


O6ISLAMABAD5234 
O6ISLAMABAD5235 
O6TALLINN294 

that the Party of Regions could 


\" and the Russian side 


Column 4 Column 5 
and so does the 
who sometimes is too enthusiastic about 


and 


Paet said that while there are elements 
he believes that China 
not the U.S. are Europe\'s main competitors. He 


and believes there is a 
such as a joint 


and the Estonians\' desire that 
this year if possible. On the 
Paet noted that this was a very emotional issue. A/S 


with the refusal rate for 


but 


Paet noted that 


for the G-8 and ΝΑΤΟ summits 


Ambassador Fried 


Column 4 
but that we would have to 


3/29/2006 8:02 


two members of an international media 


B) briefed Emboff on their March 23 meeting with 
a hilly district in western Nepal 


2005 attack on Ghoda 


the Maoists forcibly entered the station and took 
000). (Note: A member of the Federation of Nepalese 


but no other 


whom the media mission member said was fourth 
said the NGO 


Backward Society Education (BASE) 


USAID funds an NGO called World 
which has partnered with BASE to implement 


however 


Column 5 


O6KATHMANDU835 


was 


asserted that the 


Column 4 Column 5 
as alleged by the Maoists. BASE 
who are bonded 


on 


some Maoists in the area had previously been 


he commented. The 


but a source in 


the BASE-supported station has 


though with 


the Maoists\' statement to the visiting international 


especially on 
the 
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C and D. The incidents 


oding livelinoods and food security of pastoralist populations in Kenya\'s Marsabit District. Livestock 


Column 4 

as 

most of whom appear to be seizing on 
there is no indication of 

has created a climate of fear 


police responses 
appear to be bringing the situation under 


the Commander of the FDTL 


incidents of intimidation and some violence 
have occurred 


employing instead 


although some have also appeared 


the incidents have involved fighting between specific 


they also have a long history of engaging in 
some of which have been quite violent in 


conflict among the 


an unidentified group 


Column 5 


particularly in the 


that the 591 soldiers 


) MalawiVs tobacco market has started to work again, after being disrupted by the GOMVs new minim 


Column 4 Column 5 


members of the SHT martial arts group 


and unconfirmed rumors of incidences of 


incidents occurred several nights running in 
and sporadically in several others. 
especially 

there 


there has been no 


a handful of the dismissed soldiers 
and at least two arrested as a 


the group has found itself in some limbo as it 


and possibly 

Lieutenant Salsinha reports some frustration with 
either in 

or if they are unable to 


to protest that as well. A planned 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
one 


only 50 or 60 of the dismissed soldiers showed 
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taking refuge elsewhere 


the climate of 


many people have abandoned their 


it is clear that a number of Dili residents still do 


including 
have taken refuge in a Catholic Church 
run by the Salesian Order in the Comoro area of Dili. 


while others were just afraid of staying in 
but 


but so far all of the families appear to be remaining. 


have 
and remained to patrol 


with only a 


Column 4 Column 5 


who normally sets the tone 

was ill for several 

only appearing in public again on Monday. Martins is 
but his decision 
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and that al-Walid asserted that Syria 


who addressed a select crowd of Syrian 
provided what they described as a 


with front-page coverage highlighting 
which contacts say was a welcome tonic for 


as well as 


a prominent Sunni businessman 


told us that al-Walid\'s 


Column 4 


al-Walid\'s 


although we suspect the harsh realities of the 
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becoming the sixth 


where he was previously posted. 

Shigeie paid courtesy calls on a number of local 
they would 

Shigeie could break 


VI was once a secretary to Chief Cabinet 
most 


Obuchi long worked for Okinawa\'s return 


he made up his mind to host the 2000 G- 


Column 5 
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its base problems would raise concerns not only in Japan 


and there would be a rise of 
the United 


V Obuchi told me. "We must 
\" he added. He also said 


and 
never to host the Okinawa 


Japan and the United States are in the final phase of 


we\'ll only bring about 


things have changed in our way of 


the United States has now concurred on 


inclusive at best -- to its advantage. PM Thaksin may consider whether to step down, thus perhaps ο 


, Second Secretary, Phone number is (47) 21 30 88 64, Fax number is SIPDIS (47) 22 55 43 13, anc 


Column 4 
the Pentagon may 


however 


it has become a realistic 


Prime Minister Koizumi-the top leader in charge 


Japan would tenaciously call on the United States to 


he would promise to alleviate Okinawa\'s base- 


however 


the seventh anniversary of Obuchi\'s death will be 
but the Okinawa problem remains as 


3006 


the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) will 


who is also president of the LDP. The main 
since 


a former chief cabinet secretary. 
Foreign Minister Taro Aso and Finance Minister 


Column 5 


those troops would not be 


Koizumi cares little about Okinawa\'s base 


1. (C) Rule of law in Ninewa, or the lack thereof as many speculate, has negatively affectec 


Column 4 Column 5 
too in their preparations to 


\"As a 
| feel very honored.\" 


however advised Abe to refrain 


many young LDP lawmakers are 


veteran lawmakers would field Fukuda in the 


according to a senior faction member. There is 
the faction\'s 


\" said a senior Mori faction member. 


however 


noting Japan\'s responsibility for the past war. 


they are now being forced to display 


placing emphasis on the need for fiscal 


iral Robert Moeller, Director of Plans and Policy at U.S. CENTCOM. Welch advised that the USG wa 
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insight 


concerned about bringing out the jealousy 


2006 


who heads the largest faction in the Liberal 
to which potential successors to Prime 


where he is now visiting. What is the 


\"Our 


Mori called on his faction 


who is regarded as most 
abstain from hasty action. He has 
skipping the 


his term in office will be short since the LDP may face 


however worried that if Abe obtains the LDP\'s top p 


mid-level and veteran lawmakers would be unhappy. In order 
Mori cautioned young lawmakers about 


re April 13. Visit Oslo\'s Classified website: http://www.state.sgov.gov/p/eur/oslo/index.cfm WHITNI 


Column 4 


saying 

following me and Mr. Koizumi.\" He 

such will create jealousy among the other factions. 
Koizumi\'s successor will not be decided by Mori\'s view 
Mori\'s remark is important since LDP Upper House 


\"If Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
they will set the direction.\" 


2006 
Prime 
\"There may be are all 


but our society has never been this 


who asked on behalf of those people who 


Koizumi said 
ruling party executives ridiculed 


the prime minister has eased labor regulations 
all 


Internal Affairs and Communications Minister Heizo 
such as 


\" and 


Column 5 


WI do not know whether other 


\"Growing social disparity has not 


\"Economic 


\"The results of reforms will bring about 
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Koizumi declared before the Lower 


no savings 


mostly those of large firms have set new 
while disposable household incomes have decreased. The 


000 between 2000 and 2004 according to the National 
the number of people earning less 


industries cut back on fulltime 


the overall job market has become 


the average 
and two-thirds 


Sapporo\'s average 


NEET (young people not in 

employment or training) and job-hopping part-time 
who had indicated that disparity was not bad in 

has recognized the need to take countermeasures. The 


Column 4 


200 yen an hour described his male part-time 


a son of a board member of a large corporate group 
VI may be able to find employment at a company 


V'Once a person leaves the 
it is extremely difficult to get back on track.\" 


a dedicated Koizumi supporter 
which is intended to pour personnel 


US President John F. Kennedy said 


the Council of Economic Advisers 


which concluded: 


and the social divide expanded 


who is knowledgeable about the 

is paying attention to some 

which took a toll on 

and today\'s Japan. He said apprehensively 
Japan would repeat the US trend." 


Column 5 


also 
but it is 


is calling for a rising- 
money 


VA rising tide 


VIf this 


onsider out-of-country police training for Iraqi police. Reftel\'s request for JIPTC trainers may help No 


isions will continue on reducing excise tariffs and oil and gas investments. While he acknowledged N 
it Arianespace for launch site working group meeting (Wooldridge only), April 30 thru May 5, 2006. 2 


dent discussed oil, gas and uranium extraction with him. He also met with Hyundai to explore collab« 


U.S. Department of Homeland Security\'s Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency (ICE) neec 
nce by the Palestine Legislative Council on March 28, 2006. We desire that the new government be 
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2006 


the previous Joint Staff 


an organization that plays a leading part in mobilizing 


terrorism contingencies and large-scale disasters. 
the chiefs of each branch of the SDF - Ground Air 


the chain of command is 
Gen. 
bears grave responsibility in this sense. 


budget education 


for example 
troops from the three forces must team up under a 


as evidenced by the military movements of other nations 


in order to deal with the 


Column 4 Column 5 


envisaging 


the three organizations of the SDF have their respective 


MSDF and ASDF 


it would be difficult to attain the goal of 


the JDA saw a succession of 
for instance the Defense Facilities 


it 

reflecting on those 

taking advantage of this 

grapple with various reforms let alone tackle the 


March 28 


2006 


iS, political parties and politicians were far and away the largest recipients of oil vouchers allocated ur 
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followed by Chairman 


followed by the former 


LDP Security Research Commission Chairman 


according to survey by Internal Affairs Ministry 


2006 


down 11.1% from the previous 


which accounts for 56% of all household 
by 18.6% and home equity by 2.3%. Financial assets grew 


the ministry found that the average amount of all assets 
with an average annual 

was 81.61 million yen. Families in 

with an average annual income 


injuries in a Minsk hospital. The GOB denies the death and claims they have no information about ε 
son, Biologist; and Mace Barron, Supervisory Toxicologist and Branch Chief, Office of Research and I 
ı a good highway, and lots of attention from the last two presidential administrations, Chontales is rele 


rly stage for the new Polish Government --------------------------------------------- Ñ 1. (C) Polish 
ıged this week in the spread of Al throughout Poland. Two additional outbreaks have been detected. 
INCONVENIENCES --------------------------------------------- ------------------- ZFR ZFR 


πο need unescorted access into secure areas of the Mission must include the fact that he/she has at 
ad access into secure areas of the Mission must include the fact that he/she has at least a Top Secre 


Column 4 
possessed 24.34 million yen in assets on 


making a 3.4 fold differential in assets between the 


when the survey was started. The gap was 3.4 fold 


and 3.1 fold in 1999 
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Seoul fears Beijing will 


as Chinese influence in the DPRK 
the ROK will feel increasing 


trade between North Korea and China in 
the 


is likely to account for 


exact annual figures on DPRK overall trade 


as its trade deficit with China nearly tripled in 


from USD 212 million in 2004 to USD 588 million. 


generally in the form of joint ventures 


investors 


Column 5 


showing a tendency to narrow 


06SEOUL1031 


are 


burial of 96,700 birds from all infected areas in Gaza. He said the PA continued to conduct surveillar 
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accounting for approximately 85 percent of all 


however suggests 


CHINA FILLS THE VOID 


the level of Japan-DPRK trade declined 


the lowest since 


making it the second largest trading 

Japan had fallen to fourth place with a mere 7.1 

behind China 

the ROK (19.6 percent) and Thailand (9.3 
the recent decline in 


food and energy 


especially China and Russia. 


proposal for ΕΥ V06 INL-funded regional IPR training. IPR: A REGIONAL PROBLEM -------------------. 
2005, gaps in protection, particularly in enforcement, remain. Turkey will most likely remain on the S| 


ain a hard line on Mladic conditionality for SAA talks, and she continues to be unimpressed by Belgrac 
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INFLUENCE AND TWO-KOREA STATUS QUO 


which could in turn have a destabilizing effect 
and thus check U.S. 


North Korea could be a major 
North Korea 


some analysts point to the 


Liaoning and Heilongjiang). 


PRC-DPRK economic ties were also given a 


various bilateral institutional 
and economic & 


the PRCVs expanding economic relationship 


active public stand along the same lines. END SUMMARY. 2. (SBU) Speaking to reporters on Marc 
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Chinese goods have become 
large volumes 


as much as 80 percent of consumer goods found in 


such 
ChoVs report 


Cho said the 


as it would not only complicate 
but 


ROKG officials fear that the DPRK 


which will in turn provide the pretext for direct 


3/29/2006 8:26 06DAKAR766 
3/29/2006 8:39 06SEOUL1033 
reasonable and final offer 

Suh 
on the 


the ROK and the U.S. 


Suh asked 


panded visa ban list against the Belarus government that would include President Lukashenko. Italy 


Column 4 


there were 24 camps ready to be returned to the 


the timeline for the important base realignment 


to date no progress had been 
some of which had 


worried that this could become a 
proposed by 

included provisions 

which were 


and that this 


he was 


he deflected responsibility to the Ministry of 


as in the U.S. 
and there 


Suh stressed the need to keep working on this 
with the Defense 
would continue to focus on this issue. 


Column 5 


environmentalists 


Column 4 


JVS 


Lawless noted 


most notably the treatment 


he hoped that the CSA could 
he proposed that the CSA be 


the two sides should 
Suh said 


who would head the ROK delegation for 
would concur with his views. Suh emphasized that 


Lawless 


Lawless said he hoped to finalize a 


Suh said that President 


the internal government deliberations had become 


Column 5 


and CRS 


Column 4 


Column 5 

Suh said. 
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\"he observed. 

serving in Denmark Switzerland 
Venezuela Norway 
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3/29/2006 9:36 06BAKU478 


this 


3/29/2006 9:36 
3/29/2006 9:39 

and in the post-WWII era 
we faced down the 


and now we are up against North Korea. 
Takebe warned 


06CAIRO1925 
06TOKYO1654 
Japan has learned 


and our parties 
Takebe emphasized. 


Secretary Rice Secretary 
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he shared. The Vietnam 


Missouri to see Shoji Tabuchi 


Fuyushiba and Japan\'s 


the Ambassador explained which is a 
everyone is well aware of 


Fuyushiba shared and hadhad a 


he established such a high bar for 


the Ambassador encouraged the two 


inforcement ties with Guyana to stem the increasing quantity of drugs crossing the border. End Sumn 
‘precursor chemicals. -- INL/DAS Christy McCampbell and INL/LP Director Tony Arias visited Peru f 
, ECON, ENRG, BR SUBJECT: VISIT OF CODEL GRASSLEY TO SAO PAULO: ETHANOL AND FL! 
ne privatization of state-run banks. During 2005, the sector witnessed a record number of mergers, re 
Iranian Diplomatic presence in Argentina consists of Charge dVaffaires Mr. ohammad Ali Tabatabaei F 


ıt he might do, according to the Spanish Ambassador. Private sector representatives in the mining, ο 
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a memorable 
Fuyushiba observed. Takebe added that the 


it was not possible to even talk about 
the coalition is considering 


and for his help in arranging 


3/29/2006 9:45 06BANGKOK1889 
the People\'s Alliance for 


the heart of Bangkok\'s shopping district. Three 


up 
000 farmers known as the \"Network of Farmers in Debt of 


477 candidates 


the Ambassador heard from another TRT 


who 
volunteered this view. 
the minister seemed to think that the PM would step 


Sudarat 
or Chaturon (Education) could serve as PM for 


presumably there would be new 
in which Thaksin 


‘al Assembly later this year. The note solicits USG support for Montiel\'s candidacy. Informal translat 
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in 
it seemed unlikely that the strong 


the two Vice Ministers of Health 


you 


they could \"raise public awareness\" 


three major 
Siam Center and 


as the total loss of sales 


with a reported 450 officers stationed at each of the 


only to later 


by 3:00pm the PAD crowd was only about 2 
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000 people but numbers as high as 5 


V but are independently protesting in 


the registration for senate 


477 candidates registered nation-wide for the April 19 
twenty-seven more candidates 
bringing a 


this is a decrease of only five 


\" 
\"\"The Tragedy of Dr. Faustus \" and 
\"Macbeth Y an obvious dig at the PM\'s famously 


Column 4 
3/29/2006 9:51 


LDP 


he said 
but environmental protestors. The 
he said 


including 

he said. The Prime Minister had made clear 
that the facility would have 

or \"it couldn\'t be done 

he said he had 


Kyuma expected Japan would 
as well as facilities for combined use with the 


and harbors and runways. It would be 
\" however 


he suggested 


Kyuma said. The U.S. should insist to the 
he advised 


there would be no move of Marines off the island. 


\" he 


Kyuma said the only 


such as 
through separate 


Column 5 
06TOKYO1655 


was 


and 


\" Kyuma said. 


to win public understanding to 


perhaps by importing cheap labor 


that until Futenma replacement was 


supplemental 


eign Minister Samuel Lewis Navarro to discuss the potential negative consequences of Venezuela\'s 


sal indigenous organization FEINE and the campesino organization FENOCIN are planning anti-FTA 
10065565, the impediments to stronger enforcement in the region, and suggesting several areas for e 
SRT) made an important regulatory ruling to normalize rates for fixed-line to mobile calls in 2005 but « 


luded a visit to the USAID-funded Health Institute that provides a two year training course for midwive 
‚Simmons, Political Counselor, email addres: SimmonsAT@state.gov, telephone 011-937-010-8128 « 
al Data: Each visitor must bring/forward fiscal data to cover costs of the visit. Each agency, organizal 
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said Nakagawa referring to his February 19-23 visit 


he said. The Sino-Japanese relationship had over two 


suggested 


in the way it had restored good relations with 
despite painful memories from 


this was a domestic issue he said 


the more Japanese public 


he said urging that nothing be done to fuel 


researchers had 


he noted 


particularly in the demographics of their 


he 


this might one day 
he 
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Nakagawa said he was worried Japanese public 


despite stiff 

it would put the government in a difficult 

such as the 

might have to endure \"a couple of cold winters \" 


and the U.S. believed it was time 


said Nakagawa. He had 
he said and would 


he said. The incident that had 


American experts had inspected Japanese plants. 
he said. The DCM 


and quickly. 


3/29/2006 10:10 06BAGHDAD1024 
\" and \"didn\'t know where the corrupt entities 
\" Judge 


too.\" 


V he 


\"then even if the employee is inclined to corruption 


he will engage in corruption.\" Corrupt 


Judge Medhat said. 


nsurate with his social and political standing and the US should ensure this, said Bazzaz. Taking into 


Column 4 


\" he said. Out of \"party loyalty 
they will work for their party 


employees will follow.\" 


especially \"not from any of the 


rather than a lawyer from outside the ministry. 


the 

and the Commission on Public 

Judge Medhat said. 

all three institutions should be kept and 
but others are political or 

an Inspector General initiated a 


which led to the CPI to seek her 

damaging 

but when the judges of the Central Criminal 
they found it 


and their judgment was that the 


Column 5 


\" he 
not the nation. \"We 


<ing Group and to approve future steps. The meeting was chaired by National Security Advisor Dr. M 
e. Members noted no substantive changes in the local security environment since the last meeting, : 


'ardak said the quality of the ANA is improving and he welcomes recent Coalition planning for joint op 


‚sommerce Maqbool Sultan responded to USG concerns over contemplated Omani conditions on U.S 


3RAPHICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE REGION Special sources conveyed to Al-Intibaha that a 


Column 4 

as a consequence 

Judge Medhat 

was to remove IGs with political party or militia 


that they report to the 


firing 
\" Judge Medhat said 


but thought it was being 


he said. 


he said 
a person of integrity.\" However 


he 


Judge Medhat said. The CPIVs salaries 


he said. This might have been done to attract 
but 


\" Judge Medhat said. \"So CPI has employees who 


who was involved in helping vet 
said that many of the 

but not 

\" he said 


however. \"If you removed all (the bad elements) at 


Column 5 
the IG 


or giving benefits to the IGs. \"It is my 
that the IG \"has no relation to 


\"the head of the CPlis a 
CPI staff 


i, the MFA\'s Director of Follow-up and Coordination (MFA TF lead) to elicit GOK feedback on the US! 
een providing medical care to two suspected Somalis pirates wounded in the March 18 engagement 
treated in accordance with Yemeni law, but will not explicitly agree to third-party monitoring, especiall 


Column 4 Column 5 
there would be demonstrations \" he warned. 


he 
\"but a day 


\" Judge 
because an honest minister will accept the 


and legal scholars.\" 


with decisions 
not religious scholars. 


and needs 400 new ones. The two-year Judicial 


whereas what he really needs are judges of the 
i.e. the most senior 


but the number of cases 
he predicted as efforts to bring the 


prosperous 


Insecutive years; and -- The paid up capital for foreign banks should be $15 million, to be paid in thre 


and refers to the Embassy\'s note number 13 dated January 21, 2006 regarding keeping the Embassı 
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Judge Medhat 


he noted the Bar Association 


2003 Judge Medhat 
the United States tried to approach the Iraqi Bar 
but 


the CPA 
the 


Malik Dohan al-Hassan. When he was made Justice 
one of the Ba\'thist directors was elected 


Judge Medhat said. It does little 


Judge Medhat felt. The religious parties 


leaving the Bar Association 


all of whom 
both the Ministers of Defense and 


and increased the number 
and required the Chief Prosecutor to call 


and to prepare appropriate facilities 
corruption 
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Poloff said it will strengthen 
which was not in IraqVs interest nor ours. 


he had 


but even the most 


but only a small fraction have been 


in the aftermath of the Jadriyah Bunker scandal 


we also 


which will be a crucial 


Column 4 


3/29/2006 10:12 
go a step higher next year \"from bad to 


at the request of Special 


to discuss the 2005 Human Rights Report. 
chaired by Sezibera 


Deputy Police 
National Human Rights 


Director General of Immigration 
and Foreign Affairs 


he was disturbed by what he called the overall 
for example 


which he said is not 


while 


particularly in the highly 


he complained that the report makes an unfair 
he objected to the criticism 


as an organization 


Column 5 


O6KIGALI291 


included Ministry of 


cannot be judged 


Column 4 Column 5 


but maintained that it is the only viable 
he said must be 


but noted that the problem is not systemic 


he said the LDF is based on the constitution 
justice 

and provision of security. He clarified that LDF 

not under the 


Deputy 

and 

so are the norms of investigation and that 
for example 

for example that 


there was no mention of actions 


nped in the same category as current Membership Action Plan (MAP) countries such as Croatia, Mat 


iverage GNP growth since the 2001 crisis is now 7.8%. The strong growth provides a dramatic counte 
nber of election petitions and a large volume of candidates (especially independents) may delay offici 


Column 4 


he said 


avoid accusations 
and ascertain the credibility of both the 
since the translator also can 


which had not been possible in previous years 


which 
0ο a step higher next 


the group has reviewed the 2005 
the 
chaired by Amb. Sezibera 


Mutaboba 
Ngonga 


and Rutikara. 


although it might be perceived by some 
it should serve as a solid 


Column 5 


it appears as if the USG 


understand Rwandan 


is comprised of seven 
Justice Ministry 
Ndahiro 


| (res.) Baruch Spiegel stressed to Econ Chief that the GOI is committed to keeping humanitarian go: 


opics of this week\'s newsletter are: - February Inflation up 4.5%; - February Producer Price Inflat 
attributed to an erratic and undeveloped supply chain, as well as increased insecurity on the Yei-Jubi 


Column 4 


the Ambassador suggested identifying key areas 


and expand the dialogue to 


initiated by 
was successful in setting a positive tone for 


clarify misperceptions 


and then regularly 


such as resolving 


such as press 


Column 5 


and consider amending 


asures testing. Tokayev, although apparently not briefed on the request in advance of the meeting, re 


Column 4 
political pluralism 
may take more time. The government 


such as DRL 
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ofthe USG.\" Post believes that substantial 


and USDA funding - provides a firm basis for the waiver 


ICARDA is one of 15 centers located 


non-governmental center that conducts agricultural 


by initially providing funding for ICARDA\'s precursor. 
the USG has contributed over $103 
as well as 


which are conducive to ICARDAVs technical needs 


there are several 


one of which is for items 

diplomatic or otherwise 

ICARDA has been approved for two 

one of which was argued to be V'in support of USG 


but addresses a vital element - 


it has partnered with USAID to rebuild agricultural 


Column 5 
and issues affecting civil 
however 


and to reach out to more international 


06DAMASCUS!1398 
long- 


of the USG.\" 


Column 4 
provided 


and implemented a number of USDA projects under PL-480 


for Arcinfo 


was returned without action. In response 


a project called 
that will help support crop 


as well as a study requested by the World Food 


no formal interpretation of 
diplomatic or otherwise\" exists 


ICARDA 
through World 
USAID 


ICARDAVs track record 


i.e. 


and invites criticism 


as well as support for more expeditious 


3/29/2006 10:32 
the UAE\'s services offer 
but the UAE 


however 


Column 5 


ICARDA 


and USDA funding. We cannot imagine su 


its location in northern Syria chosen becaus 


O6ABUDHABI1227 


Column 4 


with Australia) is still open. Deady told 


with the remaining work conducted by smaller 
on investment). He 
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Matara 
seats are being contested by the three largest 


for the first time 
in Ratnapura 


party offices and even 


but red JVP streamers 


the last day permitted for 
the Embassy team 


two blue-bannered for the SLFP and one lone 


the 


red JVP flags were 
utility poles or any 


Column 5 


O6BAGHDAD1025 
06COLOMBO495 


Hambantota and 


the Buddhist nationalist 
the Ceylon 


banners 


Ily honored contracts with foreign companies, with the possible exception of an ongoing dispute with | 
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while 


cited the inevitable \"pull\" 


the victorious party in the 


most contacts agreed patronage 
matters and the party deemed likeliest to prevail 
Gamini Abeynayake an erstwhile JVP 


justified his cross-over to poloff in 


the party in power can do it.\" Local SLFP 
pointing 


Buddhika Pathirana 
sounded a similar note 


\" the party that is actually running the 


or 
\" benefits might be cut if they vote with the 


local business and 


hopeful of 
to turn out en 


these Hambantota residents indicated. \"Now that 
he ought to be able to do more \" 
who lost his wife and his 


\"People see the 
likely to remain President 


sional rumors to the contrary. End Summary. ------------- Plan Unveiled ------------- 2. In a series of re 
Jal/Regulatory Training and the Export Licensing workshops tentatively scheduled for the spring OF 2 
ı UNHCR. 2. UNHCR formulated a modular response plan designed to quickly ascertain Uzbek refu 
eral (CG) Tansley and British Brigadier Marriott to discuss current issues of concern. The members 
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\" voters make their decisions based on 


ANY INCREASE IS GRAVY 


many 
since the JVP 
it 


000 in various local bodies 


the 


local 


one grumbled. 


a prominent Hambantota businessman 


\" while the JVP\'s propaganda 
on the other hand is never idle. For example 


the JVP 
printing and 


he noted. The JVP thus 


he said. Moreover the 


Petchaboon province, where she met with family members of the children among the group. Edman 


Column 4 


Abeykoon observed. \"They did a lot of 


\"he conceded. Since Tissamaharama is also a holy 


the JVP was able to showcase the positive results 


he added. Other 
which is usually 
had fielded two 


house-to-house style of campaigning was more 


rather than 
will inevitably end up netting 


for whom voters may 


candidates from 
in some senses 


posters and rallies are 

rather than the 

prominently featured. JVP \"propaganda 
is uniform across all districts 

color and electoral symbol of 


the JVP has not even 


asserted the SLFP\'s Weerakkody 


Column 5 


running against each 


\"onthe 
its depictions 


who 


o physically verify, weigh, sample, and perform as many as four different tests on all or samples of th 
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JVP Area Leader Niroshana Perera 


Rajapaksa\'s local roots notwithstanding the party 


and that support among job-seeking youth was 


he emphasized; party cadres had already visited all 


he complained 


asserting that one had had his motorcycle torched in 


while making a brave 
seemed more or less resigned to an 


dispirited by the SLFP\'s victory at 
as well as the 


compared with the 
000 who turned out to hear him during the presidential 


Pathirana lamented; instead people 


neither suggested the boost would be enough 


which usually 
is going it alone this time as well.) 


' (DTRA) testing to Armenian MFA Arms Control and International Security Acting Department Head A 


Column 4 


rather 


riding on its victory at the 

from first place 

no matter how 

over the JVPYs modest showing at the last local poll 


as the reds can be expected to 


fails to leverage its presidential victory into control 


the SLFP and UNP 
seem to be relying on historical patterns 
to 


the SLFP may be just a 


the JVP has continued to make 
if modest 
provincial and national levels. There is no reason to 


it will use that opportunity 
strengthen its grass-roots network 


3/29/2006 11:03 


Column 5 


at least in the four districts 
which 


gains in successive elections at the 


O6NEWDELHI2131 


ned indefinitely. End note.) Despite some violence, observers declared the elections largely free anc 
V.GRANTS.GOV on March 30, 2006. HALE 
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\" the editorial accused \"certain Parties like the 


V and \"exploit\" the \"justified Muslim anger against 


Y and trying to use \"poll gimmicks\" to \"woo the 


\" Congress affirmed that \"it is 


\" and 
\" as when 


stating that \"If 


Bush is saying 
the Communists were 


especially after four persons were killed in a 


Column 4 


included its erstwhile allies rather than the 


but was surprised when 


and Congress finds the Left\'s 


since Congress has historically counted 


they would have 
the 


and felt it had no 


the Congress leadership has 


no 


3/29/2006 11:06 
pointed to political discontent as the 


Malie discussed progress on 


Malie (who had been asked by the Prime 


it seems 


Malie said he had 


Column 5 
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rm Refco, has admitted it incurred (hitherto concealed) losses of Euro one billion in 2000. The losse: 
and September 16, 2006. Abul Hassan said the proposed trip would be Shaykh Sabah\'s third visit tc 
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according 


and made a bonfire of the documents. Malie believed 
renegade party 


Malie had initially 


fair and peaceful elections. Malie responded that he was 


Minister Malie highlighted 


the CEC -- an independent agency whose leadership is appointed by the PA President -- would ceası 


Column 4 Column 5 
which included fencing were not fully developed in 


Hong Kong and other sites 
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, must provide UNMIS a list of flights redeploying troops north. UNMIS logs this, and a UNMO team g 
the Department of Justice (DOJ) Secretary General requesting an update on the status of the investi 
)arty (AKP) provincial offices and two banks, while police shot and killed two protestors. After the in-r 
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PTER PHUM 


Reasons 1.4 (b/d). 


Chief of Army Staff General 


diplomatic political and economic pressure could 


although he 


but also recognized the possibility and need 


the RNA had had \"a lot of 


this could be a success story.\" He noted that 
diplomatic political 


he said that \"if there is not too much active 


‘ing in the Israeli High Court on the hospital\'s tax liability to the Government of Israel (GOI) -- specific 


Column 4 Column 5 
Nepal will be okay.\" He 


although he discounted 


although the 


Thapa noted that there were still at 


but that the RNA might have prevented the 


where Maoists reportedly including 
had gathered. Pointing out that the 
the COAS 


however 
and the RNA was 


it needed more. He also 
which India was to 
100 in 2006 and 100 in 2007) and 


Thapa noted that that 


ted by May 15, would conclude this ATPDEA commercial dispute. End Summary. ATPDEA Resuscit: 


2ΠΟΗ April 3 that two new cases of Avian Influenza (Al) had been confirmed in two egglayer farms in 
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the U.S. is the only superpower so what 
so the 
Sudan. He 


nothing else was needed and it was a go. 


he did not seem as worried as he has previously. 
A/DCM hosted a dinner for 8 RNA officers 

and Emboffs were struck by the same sense 
informal conversations 


Column 4 Column 5 
the generals 


if Thapa is advising the King that the RNA has 
the King may be 
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mass-appeal Arabic daily Al-Arab Al-Yawm 


the issue of democratic reform is absent 


seems today in a 
and the absence of Arab leaderships from 
the failure of the foreign 


but rather one of 
the 


as well as in 
many 


however shows 


as American and 
Arab 


the solution will 
Sooner or later by orange intifadas that invite 


he starts to look for it in other 


ıproach and clarification, and stated his ongoing willingness to work with the USG in the war against t 
n and entrepreneurship\'s importance to Oman\'s growing economy throughout the summit. End Sur 
ındment to Lashkar-e-Tayybia (LET). However, the GOE will share with Post any information it receiv 


Ὁ follow the U.S. lead on this issue on behalf of the EU Presidency. If the draft resolution is deemed t 
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centrist Arabic daily Al-Ghad (03/29): 


the results of the elections have affected the 
but hesitancy appeared as a 


we find that 


not to support democratic and 


the 


change education curricula and create new media 


and although part of it was used to support 
its main aim was to establish non- 


like Palestine and Iraq 


like cost of living corruption 


id is campaigning to have him removed from his position. He asserted that the way to eliminate rumc 


Column 4 Column 5 
it is in effect talking about establishing 


since it concluded in the aftermath of the 


Al-Qaeda 
and the rate of opposition to 


but rather focuses on implementing them. 
if there is one does not include Iraq 
or even its dictates to other countries.\" 


mass appeal Arabic daily Al-Arab Al- 


and will unite against this enemy and defeat it 


like the Americans did in the 
many 

while their President Bush Jr. 
they all boil 

be it speedy 


diminishing their presence and 
and they are moving in 


iur stay is under six months, including those travelers arriving with diplomatic or official passports. Fc 


azuela. It comes on the heels of another proposal in 2005 which surprised the NGOs, who technically 


Column 4 


its main purpose was to remove the 


Washington has nothing to lose 
it 
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but his behavior is odd to 
or simply 


Lukashenko Missing for 8 Days 


scheduled for March 31 


but that the Presidential 


when he spoke for several hours 


Lozovik replied that it was not being postponed as 


the Japanese Embassy in Minsk told 


but 


Column 5 


06MINSK348 


would be 
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state news did not show Lukashenko at all for eight days. 
state news at 1500 showed a very brief clip no more 
of a pale and worn Lukashenko addressing a 


and the meeting was not in 
making it appear he has been ill. During this 


with Lukashenko apparently signing three decrees and 


casting 
as if 
the Presidential 


Pavel Legkiy about 

\"In the period which you are 

maybe he simply had few 

but this is not anything to 

he is working these rumors 


it was told 
\"The President is working with documents the past few days.\" 


Column 4 
the official story was that he was \"working with 


to a date TBD 


but it is exceedingly strange that he is keeping 


when the opposition managed to hold a four 


neither rational nor level headed 
is recovering from stress or simply waiting 


but the Presidential 


3/29/2006 11:37 
000 families who have moved from growing 


which offers nutritional and educational 


it is expected to reach nearly 1 million children 


primarily for roads and bridges 
sanitation and recreation facilities 


Column 5 


has stoked many rumors 


06BOGOTA2804 


but also for 
and 
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and families can obtain 


nearly USD 90 million 


and the Presidency expects 


register and assist the displaced population. With 
displaced persons can avail themselves 
for example nearly 


poverty relief programs such 


including entire communities such as Bojaya in 
while the number of new displaced 

it has fallen every year of the 

000 displaced persons 


and many others of their own accord a recent 


showing just how far the GOC still needs to go. 


the agency 


called the Map of International 
which allows donors to generate lists of 


Column 4 


strengthening their coordination and 
Colombia has 


and looks to do the same in 2006. 
the Uribe Administration created the Integral 


governance 


offering a range of services from 
000 
consultation with 


Accion Social has taken the 


and they 


Senior Presidential Advisor for 
states that a total of 4 million Colombians 


the number of internally 


with these efforts nearly every indicator of social 


Accion Social 
through initiatives 
the Presidency has empowered Accion Social to 


Column 5 


and legitimacy in nine recently 


appears to have improved 


sive screening efforts, there have been no other confirmed cases of humans infected with avian inflı 
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3/29/2006 11:37 06BOGOTA2858 
the 


but was confident that consensus would 


but if this were not possible another 


but pressed for 


specifically counter-narcotics aircraft. Such 


and the Pentagon had promised to 
Sanin 


he explained. (Comment: We will work with Sanin to 


000 ina 
but so far only 30 in 2006. He highlighted the 
which funded the 


Is chapter, and Australia recently reached agreement with Malaysia on halal certification of Australian 


Column 4 


Column 5 
as \"highly effective.\" He 


the rebels will 


assassinations 


and car bombs. He praised GOC 
narcotics 


and terrorism 


including the three Americans. 


Y calling it complex but 


Y noting that American 


in terms of law enforcement 
as well as political will. 
V'ThatVs our same question. Reyes explained 


military 


Column 4 


Venezuela and Ecuador are aiding the 


not just a Colombian one.\" 


for their role in the kidnapping of the 
however. Cabal 

Jorge 

Luis Edgar Devia Silva aka 

Guillermo Leon Saenz aka Alfonso Cano 


Luciano Marin Arango aka Ivan 
Rodrigo Londono Echeverry aka Timoleon Jimenez 


but 


3/29/2006 11:52 
he would help the 


and 
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Noel Mata 


and 


O6LIMA1220 


earance. If level of clearance was not provided in the original country clearance request it should be « 


Column 4 
until February 5 
000 of 


Column 5 
when his supporters held a 


showing them that his 
Lay has put to rest 
including one-time pastor 


while his party\'s 


which he claims is minimized by 
runs between 


but remained convinced that the evangelical 


atop advisor to APRA presidential 


failing that 


to attack Humala. Garrido 
claimed that APRA was ready to \"co-govern\" with him in 


groups C-E which is also the power 


albeit of a 


some of them in Humala\'s own base 


000-3 


000 
500 in Tingo Maria. He claims to have consistently 


he 
is the main obstacle his campaign faces. 


J Tae-yang, may participate in NEACD. End Summary. 2. (SBU) Tadamichi Yamamoto, Ambassado 


kens in Rafah March 27 and asserted that they would start culling chickens in farms located in Jahr € 


Column 4 
RN cannot afford television time and has to 


Lay maintained 
particularly in the countryside and in the poor 
passed on from one believer to another 


March 30 


000 people. (NOTE: Poloff will attend this meeting. END 


maintaining 
he conceded that such a result is not 


Lay stated 
\"the lesser of 


but that he and other evangelical leaders would 


Lay explained 
and dislikes the United States 


they could indeed have an 


helping to elect President Fujimori 
and could well have a disproportionate affect in 
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Column 5 


his message is 


atthe Campo de Marte field 


Humala represents violence 
all 
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but add mentoring and monitoring activities 


atthe Judicial 


who wanted to retain their 
but 


approval of 
providing training in Iraq itself was unlikely 


EU DECLARATION 


the Iraq watchers of the UK 


to be housed temporarily inthe UK Embassy. They 


in the form of GAERC conclusions once a 


beyond those already underway. 
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Lajcak suggested clearly wants to have an 
as seen in the 


Column 4 Column 5 


eight of 21 outlets 


including the largest Radio-Television 


y 


is a clear example of the kind of 


namely 
have indicated they would 


the EU was working to 


opined Lajcak Kostunica clearly sees a 


regardless of 


convinced 


Lajcak believes all parties 
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Serbian press primarily 
widely covered 


a pro- 


setthem up. The Montenegrin Interior Ministry 


a notorious Serb paramilitary group 


we will supplement our presence 


and to 
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will make the 


e first African leaders to call upon Taylor to step down. Ndiaye assured us that if Taylor came to Sent 


a and energy, agricultural, petrochemical, and IT cooperation. Mubarak also agreed to consider purcl 
2e issues to determine what Nepal meant by internationalizing the issue. The group could also push 


. (U) The summit will provide an excellent forum for Washington policymakers to confer with their cot 
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to bring together all stakeholders with an eye 


and reported to econoff that he would be meeting witn NAA 


Bass stated that negotiations were on track and that he 


the GCAA\'s Director of 
Fansu Bojang was appointed the new DG of GCAA on Me 
who had been acting GCAA DG since November 2005 


South African Airways (SAA) took out a full 


then Acting GCAA DG Bass replied that the SAA public 


Binns speculated that the SAA move could be a 


a factor holding 
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but none have yet materialized 


but we do not expect any major 
i.e. we expect the push to establish air 


that the new DG may not be as forward-leaning as Bass 
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Asad Khan former 
the 


Jagat Singh and Sehgal. The 


a London-based businessman and cousin of Jagat Singh. 


the ED asked Aditya Khanna to produce 


r homes in Baghdad or Sunni-majority governorates and are arriving in their governorates. Poloffs ha 
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Column 5 
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a five-star gay cruise liner recently docked in 
500-6 500 per person. 
a 207 


a sharp increase from the 45 hotels built during 
Cordoba Province has 


China and Uruguay. France\'s Sofitel hotel chain 


in a nine-hectare property provided by the 


) the government,s key decision maker ) is looking to the 3/31 talks to offer the sort of specificity thai 
arn remain the same as outlined in his earlier report: judicial independence, legal revisions and updatı 
equests. 4. Fiscal Data: Each visitor must bring/forward fiscal data to cover costs of the visit. Each 

3. Reservations: None requested. 4. Fiscal Data: Each visitor must bring/forward fiscal data to co 
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there is about USD 100 million in 


997 passed in August 2004 
and 

Law 14 574 

522 enacted 


modified the 1958 law and raised the tax on 


when the GOA 


ARP 490 
or 88 percent was appropriated 


and is to be initiated in four stages 


and the third and fourth 
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352 572 2 
015 759 3 
419 466 3 
087 904 4 
surpassing the 1998 record of 3.0 

Paraguay and Uruguay. The growth in the 
Uruguay Europe 
678 690 321 16.2 
298 361 699 3.25 
758 831 938 8.36 
792 458 967 6.8 
107 429 681 18.3 
472 259 360 15.5 
630 242 411 5.6 
998 242 411 21.7 
538 144 337 26 
995 2723 


200 billion). European tourists 


TAYs economic benefits. Taiwan government officials continue to push for an FTA but remain unprep: 


J5, when GM decided not to buy Uzbek operations as part of its overall takeover of Daewoo. UzDaev 


Column 4 Column 5 
followed by Chileans (17 percent) 


and Brazilians (9 percent). European tourists 
although they 


USD 62 per day. Chileans 


North Americans 


Brazilians 
6 days but spend 
USD 91 per night. This is because many of the 
942 2 491 28.3 


attracting 14.9 percent of 


Mar 
took 4.9 percent with an average 


Argentina\'s 
secured 4.1 percent with an average 
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according to some 
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Pensioners 
Likud Crashes \" Hatzofe: \"Blow to the Right; 


yrcement and the European Union is even less anxious to assume UNMIKYs oversight role. Since the 
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would be able 


as the electronic media and leading news 


the following results were tallied (in 


Acting 


but added that Israel 


to give up parts ofthe beloved Land of 

and evacuate -- under great pain -- Jews living 
in order to create the conditions that will 

then in the 


Israel 


who 
could become the 


Column 4 


the Palestinian 

71-36 

Dr. Nasser Eddin ShaVer 
was quoted 


including 


as an interim solution ahead of a final- 


HaVaretz wrote that three organizations -- 
the IDF 
upgrading 


HaVaretz reported that the Arab League 
reiterated its support 


Syrian President Bashar Assad expressed doubts 


replacing Andy 


Column 5 


with 


and Palestinian local councils -- are 
and improving roads in the 


ow came to Bahrain (Ref C). Secretary Rice met with all GCC foreign ministers, including Bahraini Fi 
Lloyd\'s chief executive, and cancelled a proposed multi-million loan for the airline. Lloyd employees 
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Maariv and Hatzofe reported 


who recently co-wrote research 
will 


but continue to teach there. 


are your sympathies 


sympathy with Israel was measured at 59 


while 13 percent supported neither side and 5 


left-leaning HaVaretz: \"The 
in his strange way crushed the 


pluralist Yediot Aharonot: \"The truly 


pluralist Maariv: \"The public has allocated 


Column 4 
Orthodox Hatzofe: \"The results of the 


left-leaning HaVaretz (March 


who undermined 
Israel 


000 settlers from the 


and there is no chance that the 


he is not Sharon. But the 
in his strange way 


pluralist Yediot Aharonot (March 29): 


the 


and Olmert will head it. 
there was something hollow to the 


on his hospital bed]. He 
brought it down to one-third of 


threatened to banish his adversaries Uzi Landau 


and dealt Netanyahu 
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crushed the 


who took the 


irculating for three days. 2. (C) Mohamed bin Ahmed Al Thani became minister in 2003 and oversaw 


ns any reconciliation with returning Serbs would have to include the full cooperation of the returnees | 


Column 4 


pluralist Maariv (March 29): \"The seats 


but 


and 
Amir Peretz 


certainly not to make them 


in an interview in HaVaretz last 
expressed his desire to renew negotiations 


it must clear the fog away from its 


Orthodox Hatzofe (March 29): \"The results 


despair 

all led to the big mass of right wing 

Likud members 

without its main backbone 

is weaker -- much weaker. The battles that 


Column 5 


they are 


disappointment 


who stayed away from the polling 


ws at para 3. 2. (SBU) COMMENT: Kenya has given its express consent for the temporary detentio 
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Haniyeh would very 


then can be seen as 
the US or the 


convincing Palestinians to 
either through 


left-leaning HaVaretz: \"In addition to 
and commitments to Europe and 
BushYs commitment to the new Iraq provides him 


they will repeat SaddamVs mistake." 


INTER-AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK Ministry of Agriculture Agricultural Support Services Proc 


sount. Coalition talks among major parties continued, and many of the Our Ukraine election bloc mer 


Column 4 Column 5 


Pokemon and Israel\" 


left-leaning HaVaretz (March 29): \"The 
which America is constructing will 
and will allow America 


had he not been 
would have considered it an existential reason 


in addition to the risk posed to the US and 
BushYs commitment to 


they will repeat 


a French journalist and Barbara 

a French history teacher the authors of a 
wrote in independent left-leaning HaVaretz: 
a French journalist and Barbara 

a French history teacher the authors of a 
wrote in independent left-leaning HaVaretz 


it is that of contemporary 


or rather its 


Column 4 
some of those textbooks describe the actual 
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Ak Zhol 

the Communist Party of Kazakhstan (CPK) 
the Democratic 

Otan 

the Commission was not able to 


only Ak Zhol\'s Baimenov participated; the 


primarily unresolved questions about the 


sending another party leader in her place. Nazarbayev 
appointed State Secretary 


to organize its meetings in 
and to deal with routine issues of the Commission. 


President Nazarbayev outlined his 


independent Parliament; and a more active role for 


Column 5 
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Asar 
the 


the Patriot Party 


e opposition. Cascio said Italy would not be opposed in principle to an expanded EU visa ban list tha 
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which is currently chosen by the 
a 
\"On Local 


\" that is expected to be presented to the 


district akims are selected by the 
the intermediate 


V warned Nazarbayev. 
Brazil and Argentina as examples of countries 
but where a substantial part of 


such as China and the nations of Southeast 
had managed to achieve rapid economic growth and 


\" added Nazarbayev. 


it appears that the other 


including opposition parties influential 


iaterials March 28. In a clear show of transparency, the committee methodically opened the boxes οἱ 
terior Minister Babucar Jatta March 29 to register concern over this incident. We will also raise with t 
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and prominent public figures. Underscoring 

not just 

Zhovtis called for true dialogue and a 


which will be 
Information and Sports. 


the 


Deputy Chair Oralbay Abdykarimov held a 


he stated 


he invited all members of the Commission to send 
Abykarimov noted citing the 
which put 


\"but if we move in all (these) directions 


Abdykarimov told the press 


except opposition party True Ak Zhol which he 


they are free to contribute their proposals on 


particularly in the wake of the 
is a must and will be a challenge. 
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the NPT will be finished. It\'s not 
Argentina 


the Foreign Ministry issued a press-release saying 


as 


it also stated 
Pakistan would not accept any 
nor to the needs of our 


which demand growth in the energy 
including civilian nuclear power generation.8 


s statements on 
former Pakistani 


and Jamait-e Islami 


telling reporters that 


Column 5 
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and Pakistan 


\"The 


\"The Agreement...would only encourage 


rtad Carlos Alfredo Hercules Castro DOB: 10/19/1965 POB: Santa Ana Jose Antonio Zuniga Lopez 
g: Police Ethics (ICITAP); Financial Crimes (Treasury); Car Theft (ICITAP); Narcotics Interdiction (DE 
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s commitment to democracy 


because \"the US 


many 


and in private 
NDC 


\"you needed to give us something big.\" 


saying \"it should not 
because those 
such 


the 


given decades of rivalry 


we will have 


Column 5 


Column 4 


Column 5 
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but was not aware of any ongoing contacts. 
2005. End Note.) 
Turkey will 
while 
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Charge d\'Affaires Econ Minister- 


Canfor and Abitibi Consolidated (protect) who 


as well as in the U.S.. The company 


vetting request for Captain Sanit MOTHINA, Institute of Advance Naval Studies, who has been selec 
in rights vetting request for Col. Duangsuda SUKSAWAD, Counterterrorism Operations Center (CTO! 
hts vetting request for Col. Tibordee AMPUNAN, Directorate of Intelligence, Royal Thai Army, who Πε 
etting request for 1Lt. Jirat TANE-NGIW, Army Military Intelligence Command, Royal Thai Army, who 


ontrolling the situation. Police Chief Paulo Martins summarized recent incidents in the Dili area. Ran 
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before the November 2006 U.S. Congressional 


to conduct (in the 


the other iconic NAFTA trade dispute. Echoing 
they say that 


and that the time for big industry 


governments should cut a deal and ignore the 


Ontario and Quebec. 


although the new Harper government is still 


the forest industry officials 
factoring 


\" (the results of the NAFTA 


the industry executives said that B.C. Ontario 
McGuinty and Charest have been 


res in the demarche. Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi has also spoken recently in favor of rehe 
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the fourth biggest lumber producer 


among 
that forest operations in the U.S. in some 


like 


made it more difficult to make the case 


the industry 


they expect any agreement to 
given the number of elements in play 


e.g. at least seven years in 
in order to allow Canadian firms to adapt to the 


such as 


one industry representative proposed 


giving the Canadians a chance to compete directly 


Column 5 


still hasnVt 


but 
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bigger companies 


under pressure from fast-growing Southern 
Abitibi is developing a 


faced with serious structural adjustment problems 
are likely to encourage this 
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\"Blockage 


and Sarkozy\'s proposing compromises. 
\" declares Liberation\'s front page 


France Soir 
headlining 


balancing between two 


Sarkozy 
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but with a trend 
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\" Le Parisien 


saying 


\"And Villepin 


Column 4 


which notes that voter participation 


\"good news 


according to the Prefecture. As of the month of May 
all other French prefectures should be 


but by a short margin. When the Israeli 
the Israeli right\'s dogma 


Column 5 


62% 


ο development. The GOAJ has taken an active role in implementing and adhering to ΕΙΤΙ principles. 


it pages of two Khmer language daily newspapers and two biweekly magazines. These latest develo 


Column 4 


Column 5 

contrary to Netanyahu\'s aggressive 
which the international 
neither 

the winner is an idea the 

V which implies more pullouts from 

a 
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we do not need any additional information 


Meredov told Charge 


\"we will make our 
we do not need any additional 


the GOTX would formulate its answer at a 
closer to the actual vote. In response to 


project from being built in their hometown. 2. DPP Legislator Chen Chi-li (Kaoshiung County), who i 
the project\'s initial preparations because Taiwan\'s Legislature became suspicious of the inefficienci 
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she wondered if the Russians would support Venezuela 


Bashimov said \"well you know 


but it is interesting 
GOTX is likely 


this time with Turkmenistan in a neutral role. 


for example. Likewise 


GOTX is unlikely to commit to either 
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\" Beyazit said. \"We do not 


representatives of the Armenian Orthodox and 

if limited step. Armenian Orthodox Patriarch 
executive vice president of the Jewish Community of 

told us the DGF effort is \"positive and encouraging.\" 


she said it is a symbolic gesture -- the DGF will 
where there are no longer any 


though it is 


jrade. Post will also make arrangements for transportation for official meetings during the visit. COM 


Phone: (31) 65 132-5714; Fax: (31) (70) 310-2348; Email: HuffRX@state.gov. POST ACCESS: 3. 
d missing Hmong. 2. (SBU) The missing Hmong included Yeh Vang, 52, a U.S. citizen who had hor 
‚53; Cell Phone: (31) 65 132-5714; Fax: (31) (70) 310-2348; Email: HuffRX@state.gov. POST ACCE 


agement of key government ministries, and the lack of capacity among district assemblies to plan anc 
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Column 5 
\" she said. 


only to be turned down by the DGF. 


which he learned about from the media and 


he appears sincere 


though 
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\" and that \"ordinary people are 
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ΟΘΑΡΑΝΑΘΟ 


as οἱ this writing protest activities and 
the number of injured exceeded 100 
protestors and journalists. Shopkeepers closed their 
protestors burned tires in the streets 


including 


and security 


ss Meeting, and ESA Mission Architecture Review in Noordwijk. 2. Embassy understands that no fu 


d until April 7. However, a group of protesters remains camped in front of the Election Commission of 
ss Meeting, and ESA Mission Architecture Review in Noordwijk. 2. Embassy understands that no fu 
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\" and called on Kurdish people in 
according to 

Turkish Airlines told us that Diyarbakir 
but some flights are delayed. Some 


according to Turkish Airlines in 


000 people reportedly demonstrated in Adana on 


police used tear gas and water 


with no reported injuries. 
Adana Batman and Siirt are the 


Iraq and 
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\" and \"The 
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while still 


904 convictions for violating labor rights; 


covering violations from occupation 


V which is headed by the MOSAL and 
the Kuwait Municipality 


MOI officials told PolOff it was 


which needed to designate a 
Deputy Director 


:cess into secure areas of the Mission must provide proof of a clearance. If level of clearance was no 


assy telephone number while in country is (01) 668-8777 during business hours; (01) 668-9612 after 
e this assessment on a review of Austrian press over the last several months, direct observations of E 


SG ID for identification purposes and to obtain an Embassy ID. 2. Embassy Kabul will provide transp 
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Amina Jowhar 


Moez Doraid told PolOff on 


but will reserve one or two full days for the 


India Pakistan 
and the Philippines for domestic or low-skilled 
but are subjected to conditions of involuntary 


non-payment of wages 
and withholding of passports to 


but is 


to Martin Eichtinger, the Minister of Economy\'s Chief of Staff. Keznickl said that the Commission had 


Column 4 


reducing visa 
and establishing a standard contract for domestic 


criminally prosecute abusive 
extend labor law protections to domestic workers 


and improve victim protection 


but used other 


although one police station has 


including cases involving physical and 
under its criminal laws 
and train its law 


Kuwait improved its protection of victims of 


Kuwait has improved the 


working with a 


Column 5 


assign criminal 


Column 4 


Column 5 
to mediate domestic laborers\' legal complaints 


a Government-licensed NGO 


workers often win such cases. The 


reportedly using deceptive and 
to meet demand in 


however 


the Ministry of Interior issued a decree requiring a 


employer and employee outlining the 
however the Kuwait Municipality 
institute a 


and formally extend 


Kuwait\'s efforts at preventing trafficking in 
the Government 


Ὁ, with one abstention, to revoke the candidate registration of Kyrgyzstan\'s most feared organized οι 
2 Kouna. The shakeup is significant, as Gabonese observers believe Oyini was unwilling to support ! 


Column 4 
\" believed to be places 


visit: 
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Ella Pamfilova 
noted that the controversial NGO 


but with how it was 


whereas many bureaucrats 
such as Amnesty 


Human Rights Watch 
which will monitor implementation once the law 


Pamfilova argued 


it would be a matter of honor for 


one 


the New 
had been accused of having links to 
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Chair ofthe Presidential Council for 


and the Carnegie 


the Kremlin wanted 


1 help promote development by harmonizing economic policies while providing leaders with the politic 
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Lyudmila Alekseyeva of the 
and Yuriy Dzhibladze of the Center for 


and they 


and the 


and she was looking for more foreign 


as well as 


instead of 


of which she is amember had experienced 


had been banned 


n March 24, DCM reaffirmed the U.S. decision to request the 1267 Committee include JUD in the LE 
y certify that Pakistan Navy has request to get the following US origin Sonobouys from Naval Attache 
e India intended to nominate. 2. (SBU) On March 30, Deputy Secretary (UN Economic and Social) F 


?rogram to Ensure Compliance with Protocol Obligations. 2. Per reftel, Embassy understands assist: 
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but there was not much 
Karaganov professed a higher level of 


saying that he believed it was 


but the authors of the letter 


but she gave no indication that she expected early 
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Israel has not given up and has American backing. 
Israel is planning 


OGANKARA1676 


but only time 


Sami Kohen says that the 


iandicraft production and marketing except for a few mentions of women involved in farming. 2. How 


ıderal Registry) in order to become effective law. This tripartite Special Commission includes the Go 


Column 4 


which is not a surprise. The 


the new Hamas government of Palestine should 


8AM 


stressing that skillful diplomacy was needed to 


000 foreign tourists arriving in the Mediterranean 


led by Ehud Olmert 


according to exit 


Column 5 


is expected to 


yroblems as countries in the region vie for the region\'s energy resources. While in recent years the L 
national peacekeeping troops would come to Darfur to stay and not to end the conflict there; the situ: 
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a move that many commentators have said is contrary 
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in conversation with Ambassador March 


he downplayed anxieties over 
poohpoohed the importance of 
and dismissed the likelihood of direct 


a fellow 


who as a military 


where he accompanied 


Mahamat Ali three times 
emphasized that President Deby was 
a 


at atime when rebellions were 

to bear with Chad 

however imperfect the electoral 

Mahamat 

he had maintained stability and brought some 
when compared to where Chad had been when 
he said 


Column 5 
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at different points 


wn from Ad-Diwaniyah in December 2005, saying the new mission marked the second stage of Bulge 


and budget call for the INL Bureau Performance Plan (reftel). 2. (SBU) Project Title: Evidence Res 
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within 
and the door remained open. In fact if 
he would still 


as 
but the organization of a 
as set forth in recommendations made a 


it was too 


however Dey would enhance prospects for Chad\'s 


f 
the result would be war 


Deby contemplated an 


indeed a new general 


Mahamat Ali suspected that 
more than 12 
just as N\'djamena\'s estimated 600 000 population was 


Others Do Not Matter 
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watershed event. Sudan had 


vehicles and money into various Chadian 
Borogat Zaghawa 
and Tama -- hoping they would mount a unified force 


north of Adre). The battle of March 20 


given that this 


and 
Borogat Tama 
help him remain in power lead 


which could lead to a 
but he doubted that a direct attack formed 


the 
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2006 Embassy delivered to Secretary Everton F. 


Deputy Chief of the Division of Science and Technology 
for review and approval 


\" (number Al 066044-01A1). The site covered in this project 


n or foreign, who fit the foreign fighter profile. He pointed to Jordan\'s successes in prosecuting and [ 


— 1. On March 30, Charge, an Embassy Political Officer, and two USAID Darfur Field Office re 
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atthe Federal 
Brazil. 
in order to assist NIH in 
the Embassy will notify NIH by cable. 
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Daher said. 


starting at NIS 70 for a turkey down 


with poultry from 


suspected of having contracted Al were sent to Dar 


about 7-8 miles west of 


just north of Abu Ghosh. MOA teams have begun 
000 chicken 


lity for competition issues in DETE and claims to have written the 1991 EU Copyright Directive for Co 
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urred as Belgium neared the final legislative stages in the creation of an interagency body, OCAM/CC 
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at Kibbutz Zoba 
at Kibbutz Kiryat Anavim and Moshav Beit Nekova. The 
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however 
once 


President Morales has 


Hydrocarbons Minister Andres 
prior to the YPFB launch 


he explained 
via YPFB 


Vice President Alvaro 


state control over distribution and 
gaining majority shareholder status in the 
promoting natural gas industrialization 
sanctioning 

and guaranteeing 
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and reportedly two egglayer 
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seem willing to negotiate new contracts 


but took 


means government 
in all aspects of the productive 


:MONSTRATE UNESCOVS RELEVANCE AND ABILITY TO ADAPT ΤΟ THE WORLD\'S CHANGING 


! told Poloff on 3/27 that Peru\'s position closely mirrored the U.S. position on re-hatting. STRUBLE 
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there would be a six-month negotiation period 


the GOB 


but pending their replacement 


Soliz Rada said that each contract will 


but stated that it was only 


he said 


he thought that 


Soliz Rada said that would be impossible but that 


executives 


the Bolivian pipeline operator owned by the 
expressed their concern that the GOB had 


Transredes under GOB pressure 


iuisnel argued. She highlighted new militia threats against Ivoirian cabinet members. She noted the 
The Department of Foreign Affairs has the honr to assure the Embassy of the United States of meri 


onduran MFA\'s Director of Foreign Relations -- in response to USG diplomatic note 010 regarding Ar 
om Brussels. The Norwegian Representative Office faces no formal restrictions on contact with the r 
rmment of Israel (GOI) to maintain ownership of their home in Silwan, was summarily evicted March : 
y, and Turkish military units with armored vehicles and tanks are reported poised on the outskirts of tr 
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Jana Drakic 
partially owned by U.S. firm Pan-American Energy 


as well as dividing 


one of the ten capitalized companies singled out for 
is facing considerable GOB 


but she had heard that YPFB had worked out a 


however 


she expected that one could look at company 


President of Vintage Petroleum 
told us 

i.e. 

since 


for which Vintage would qualify 


including 


which has discussed joint petrochemical and 
will get preferential 


Column 5 


the Vice President of 
told 


that PDVSA (Venezuela\'s 


Hydrocarbons 
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but if the company had a more certain 

it would likely expand its operations and 

perhaps even Chile. 


hydrocarbons 


we heard nothing from Minister Soliz Rada to assure 


including mining where there is significant U.S. 
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who have pushed the hardest for the long-delayed 
Mutharika said V'outsiders are dictating 
V and instead 


and exhorted 


Commissioner 
on March 14 to discuss the 


to when former vice-president Justin 
sparking a constitutional crisis in the waning 
with the understanding that it will 
all-encompassing process. 

the 


crossing the floor in 
and presidential voting structures as some 


iartments of Justice and Finance officials for reference. ************************* Visit D 
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the Law Commission will 


the Law 


and Singini in fact expects them to discard a 


some 


something that Singini said he hopes to avoid 


the 


while calling for Malawians 
brought up one of the most 


drawing both boos and cheers from the crowd. 


and the courts allow Parliament to enforce it 


Singini himself seems to understand 


he is in a good place to appreciate the 
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reason 1.4 (b d) 


Yuliya Tymoshenko 
and the Socialists was the only feasible option 


with two 
in favor of an Our Ukraine-BYuT-Socialist 


arch 26. The delegation also included Senators Feingold and Thune; Congressmen Udall, Kirk, and : 


. Grassley met with Foreign Minister Amorim, Agriculture Minister Rodrigues, and Trade Minister Furl: 
22 March, 2006, as part of our efforts to strengthen cooperation, with a view to enhancing CARICOM. 


Column 4 Column 5 


since in practice it would be 
Moroz was in favor of bringing 
though not into the coalition by 


plus perhaps a ministry like the 


said Moroz was for Our Ukraine and Tymoshenko to 


prior to his (MorozV) meeting with 


in favor of a reunited Maidan 
BYuT and the Socialists 


though it remained for Our Ukraine and Tymoshenko 


but also his inner circle in particular 


but 


they would lose the support of their political 


Tymoshenko and himself; the session had 


Our Ukraine and the 
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BYuT SPU 


saying the 


but 


but he believed that such an arrangement was a 
and in any case it would be too 
V he 


Moroz 


such as the recently 
or a key Ministry of Industrial 
such as the Metallurgy Department or Ore 


rather than being shut 
Moroz expressed uncertainty that 
since 


to give them a chance 


with 96 percent of 
saying that the SPU had built a party 


Column 4 Column 5 
\" primarily a willingness for electorates to ignore 


whether 

two 
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even though | was successful" he said \"because | had 


\'Why is there no 
Abdulaty decided to help others to avoid his 


full-time position with CF late last 
shortly before the program began in earnest. 


000 each. The seed money 


the National Commercial Bank and E. A. 


four thousand 

who were then interviewed and given guidance 

variable costs 

and profit margins. 

Abdulaty 

\" said Abdulaty \"and 
zero-interest 


Medina Najran 


CF organized a 


eneral to negotiate an agreement with the SIPDIS Government of Lebanon to establish a tribunal of 


yack to us the results of his conversation with Lewis, which we will then transmit to the Department. L, 


Column 4 Column 5 


\" with its office in Jeddah housing 


000 loan was given to a 
who constructed metal bins that 


the porter earned over SR500 000 during 
taking him from a subsistence 


and numerous other porters 


who has started the first 


she garnered enough contracts from area 


creating 


a fishing company and a 


he admits that a couple of 


however he plans to use these as 


it represents a successful 


and there is no evidence to suggest that the 


a program of the Prince of Wales International 
and is thus clearly open to 
CF aims to 
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particularly the mentor 
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at one point asked General Pace about plans for a USA 


the latter to be followed by recommendations 


Undersecretary Edelman and others had mentioned the 


telling General Pace that \"we are anxious to do that as 


Powell and 


000 U.S. troops 


going back 

and that despite occasional 

the U.S. and Saudi Arabia are good friends. In 
Prince Khalid bin Sultan 


telling General Pace that 


something only soldiers can share.\" 


Column 4 


commenting that while there were a few 
in the end they will be solved. He noted that 


and remarked people understood how close the 
they would know that the U.S. had a true 


thanks in large part to U.S. cooperation. He said 


noting 


General Pace congratulated the Kingdom for its 


Y in which people underestimated the experience of the 
especially in the Ministry of 


Saudi counterterrorism efforts were much 
\"thanks to the help of (U.S.) friends." He 


Prince 
and asked the Crown Prince for proposed 


Column 5 


“We want U.S. 


Column 4 Column 5 
including CISMOA and the depleted uranium 


Prince Khalid raised the 


including ammunition and missiles. Prince Khalid 


exercises 


but said that because the Royal 


he 
with an additional brigade in reserve in Iraq a 


and conceded that 


saying Van airplane is just a piece of metal 


and acknowledging SAG frustrations over 


Column 4 Column 5 
encouraged the Crown Prince 
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Karasin 


but acknowledged that Ukrainian 


while Yanukovich\'s Party of Regions 


Karasin likened the situation in Kiev to a play; 
which will be full of 
fascinating characters and perhaps some 


who 


but forecast that the discussions would be 
reflecting the interrelated problems that 
he observed the 


ddition to this total, the GOB demands that any company supplying crude oil to the two Belarusian ret 


ik and threatened to kill him before delivering him to a local police station. Sivchik was hospitalized | 


Column 4 


but 


the Ambassador pressed him to explain what steps he 


rather than on 


transparent and based on 
he did not 


Column 5 


ssion and grant it to another company, U.S. tobacco company Universal Leaf. Alliance One believes | 


; fax 381-38-549-890. 2. Post will coordinate arrangements for overland travel with Amembassy Skc 
this increase to advance the objectives of the Mission Performance Plan in the area of democracy ar 
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Karasin was guardedly optimistic 


Karasin noted. Any 
much less one that had seen substantive 
needed to be viewed as a step forward. He noted 


while at the 


through the NATO-Russia Council or bilaterally. 


an aide to PM Fradkov 


and perhaps a distinction between economic and 


he 


of the Mission must provide proof of a clearance. If level of clearance was not provided in the origina 


Column 4 


with Moldova\'s Minister of 
unable to find an 


as he had to the 
that the convoy was a one-shot deal 


there had been a \"time out\" as the parties assessed 
but this period had now come to an end and 


the Ambassador stressed 
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as they are 
giving their votes for a \"few sausages.\" 


Column 5 
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the Roma cannot afford to leave. 


principal of 


unemployment was the 


the 


but he did make a distinction between \"city\" 
saying that those in the city were 


a retired Catholic priest took 


which was a result of 


saying 


Column 4 
because even if the priest told the 


often with 
Varadi 
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told poloffs that he 


as well as to those local leaders (including 


including Steadman Fagoth and party 
and are doing all they can to 


Fagoth is openly challenging the investigation 
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and Vitis 


Planas expressed 


Column 5 
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which 


Spanish investment in Morocco and 
Spanish 
Alfonso Portabales who had arrived in 


but in the meantime the GOS was providing 


saying he understood the 


nevertheless that 


or Line of Martyrs) was not 


but 


who visited Tindouf in large numbers every 


000 Sahrawis for home stays. 


Column 4 


especially 


but he regretted that Algeria had 


Planas said 
as well as Spain. He was concerned about 
noting that 


car 


which from 
with no certainty 


one of political 


purporting to forecast a 
were 


Planas said; their leaders are old and there is 


he added (see Ref C). 


especially as it followed the 


Column 5 


enjoyed solid support from 


ship 


numbers have declined due to the lack of access to pasture and water. Tribal conflict is preventing rr 


ium price scheme. Buyers and sellers both seem to want to return to demand-driven pricing, but the r 


Column 4 


Column 5 
and he hoped the US would participate 
Phoenix 
which brought together Moroccan Algerian 
8 
not for all programs in the whole country 
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with the hope that Belgian authorities will reopen 
with a view 


particularly two studios -- 


Column 4 
Belgium. 


in response to 
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but not/not 


while Iraqi FM Zebari told us that he thought the 


the Arab League 


and despite press reports that Sudan 
it will 


the Sudanese will 


Column 5 


06KHARTOUM791 
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expenditures in Darfur from six 


President Bashir said that he \"rejected the 


saying it showed brotherhood and 


Column 4 Column 5 


Sammani countered to \"let it go.\" 


he said; we are part of the UN. 
all this talk of UN rehatting is simply not useful in 


there had been spirited discussions of Darfur Hamas 
he 


including with Arab-African 
according to Zebari 


or 
Zebari said that it was support 


and raises the question of whether 


or whether there was some sleight-of-hand by the 


DEVELOPMENT AND UNITY IN THE REPUBLIC OF 


the Arab League Council: 


Column 4 Column 5 


s report on joint Arab work 


unity 


Nairobi in 


s Liberation Movement. 


expenditures in Darfur from six 


lefusing further crises, or he may attempt to stay on and plow ahead with plans to govern with a one-} 
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Arab Organizations expert 


institutions and 


camps to assume 


Nigeria; and to request it to continue its 
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Berri\'s 


I the projected travel dates of travel (and conference participation) are May 31-June 2nd. Mr. Canuel | 


| the public\'s trust in government institutions and the criminal justice system to protect them. Atther 


Column 4 Column 5 
Hamdan 

under threat of death to 

the man says much can happen 

the king may die he may die 


for Berri would be 


pre-cooked elections. 


he would like to 
as spiritual leader of the 


select one name or at least a list of names 
he should in Hamdan\'s mind 
Hamdan 


Hamdan said. He 


the answer to the 


the 


according to Hamdan. He was critical of the failure 


\" said 


He told us that he is secure in the 


Ja\ja\' and the 
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France Egypt 


the national dialogue has reached the limits of 


Shuhhayyeb asserted. The Christians can\'t accept 
and they can\'t decide on a single 


and so 


the 


in one of his long meetings with 
that he would be willing to forego naming Aoun if 


Aoun left Hariri\'s side and began to silently pick 


pursued because they will 


5 looking to its friends in the region to counter the rhetoric coming from IranQs leadership and outline 
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Shuhhayyeb mimicked the 


but he warned that Syria could scotch any 


or suitcases if they want.\" Shuhhayyeb said 


he said. Shuhhayyeb noted that Aoun 


once submitted Shuhhayyeb said. However 


whose ambassador to Lebanon Shuhhayyeb 


one got the feeling that 
Lebanese politics could now slip back 


Column 4 
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water 


situation 


including 21 foreigners 


for 
searched Malady Front members\' houses 
and filed charges against four members. Three 


but the pro-government youth 


but seem to ignore the fact that 41 
fined 


Prosecutor General 


288 people received 10-day sentences 

and 53 minors were released. 

including seven 

six Poles 

and one Canadian. Four foreigners were deported 


Column 5 


O6MINSK358 


and access to toilets. OSCE Minsk Office 


were 


seized 


and/or 


112 


four Russians 


Column 4 


as the police and courts 


deprived of food and water 


Notes Unsuitable Conditions 


OSCE Ambassador Ake Peterson 


including 
to the BKGB 


s surprise 


s letter of request to visit those detained 


the OSCE 


the OSCE 


or women being denied toilet 
Abadjian said the detainees they interviewed said they 


Column 5 


and denied 


s Okryestina detention center 


the 


s preliminary conclusion is that much of 


rway fulfill this aspiration and elicit a positive Norwegian response. Visit Oslo\'s Classified website: ht 


lazarbayev,s comments on outside forces involved in Andijon, wanting to destabilize Kazakhstan, he : 
. Embassy understands that no further assistance is necessary. POST ACCESS: 3. Visitors who net 


xrative opportunities. While the Uzbek press reported that numerous deals were signed and billions « 


Column 4 Column 5 


among other political detainees. Most 


including non-political detainees ina 
and some &repeat political offenders8 


but he believed the 


as the courts are still not 


who is closely monitoring 


but they too cannot confirm this. OSCE Deputy 


judges are not conducting trials and sentencing 


Sergei Lisichonok Boris 


Is this data to facilitate creation of its Trade and Transparency Unit (TTU) with Paraguay. On March 1 
for the good of the Palestinian people. We hope that the Palestinian government will handle the urg: 


Column 4 
and Oleg Korbun for running an unregistered 


the BKGB\'s Directorate for Constitutional System 


all four activists could face up to three years in 


a member of Milinkevich\'s party 


Svetlana 


but the court would not release any 


BRCM Demonstrators 


three minors Nika Lozovskaya 
and Olga Morduyeva were arrested while 


according to 
were to be released later in the day. 
online news source Interfax reported on March 29 


Column 5 


was 


and daughter 


Ruslan 


der Saddam\'s scheme to influence decision makers, the MFA told us on March 31 that no legal acti 


Column 4 


minors are not to be prosecuted in court. 


calling for an end to alleged 
however 
the BRSM 


including 12 foreigners 
fined 
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we are disappointed the Chadian people did not have an 


but 


Column 5 


did not 


were 
or assaulted in Belarus between March 14 ; 


O6NDJAMENA463 
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but stated the process parallels 


\" the Minister said. 


but the reforms were also very sensitive. 
as was the autonomy 


also needed to be genuine 


periodic 


but 


ı hospitalized protester named Otroshchenko. Journalists and human rights organizations cannot οοι 
Jevelopment,to travel to the Netherlands from May 5-15, 2006 to present courses at the 2006 Societ 
itively more prosperous than the rest of the country. ECONOFF held meetings recently in Chontales 
Finance Ministry Director of Foreign Policy Dr. Jacek Tomorowicz indicates that the Marcinkiewicz Gc 
One is in Bydgoszcz, where five swans been confirmed for H5N1. This brings the total number of ol 
ZFR ...............-....-.......-.-.-.------------- REID 
least a Top Secret level clearance in the country clearance request. The cable should include SSN, ¿ 
t level clearance in the country clearance request. The cable should include SSN, and the name of th 


ıce and to monitor areas where these outbreaks had occurred. Samples taken from the Gaza areas 
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who is now Morocco\'s 


Administration des Entreprises) 


before being appointed Director of Planning and 


Secretary General at the 
Deputy-President of 

and President of the Tangier Free 
he has been a member of the ONA 


2002 
Secretary General at the Ministry of 
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as well as provide 3G services 


---- 3. (SBU) According to USTR, Turkey, Greece, and their neighboring Balkan countries represent ε 
pecial 301 Priority Watch List in 2006 due to concerns about non-TRIPS and EU compliant pharmace 


Je,s lack of effort to bring the PIFWC in. We fully agree that timing the Secretary,s announcement oi 


Column 4 Column 5 
2006. 


000 (USD 2 821) and 


the interested parties are required 
000 (USD 28 210) for the 


in order to be eligible to 
an applicant must: 


000 subscribers as of December 31 2005; 


provision of services and 


directly or 
nor have a significant share of its owns share 
directly or indirectly by a mobile 


a 


h 30 during a state visit to Argentina, Dutch Foreign Minister Bot stated that the Dutch would have no 
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while Palestinian 
and public 


as 
it will likely happen \"fil 
meaning not at all. 
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the agreement also gives GT&T a non- 
a market which Cel*Star entered only after a 


even if it provides no 
may spark a vigorous challenge 
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the March 27 press release warns 


Switzerland will consider the possibility of 


there is no timetable for considering these 


supported a cautious expansion of the list in order to preserve the option to add more names if the re 


Column 4 Column 5 
Switzerland had been the 


as a practical 
Baerlocher agreed that Switzerland would likely work 
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which they fear would render 


silenced quibbling between \"TRNC government\" 
reasserting 


has focused on high-visibilty 


or meaningful coordination with USAIDVs 


as in some cases the \"TRNC\" in its goal to avoid 


Greek Cypriot shenanigans and Turkish Cypriot 
the UK and the Turkish 
the Cyprus 


which handles north Cyprus matters in 
visited the island twice in March to begin 


Column 4 

as well as Turkish Cypriot 

the EU\'s aid program will focus on five general 
rural 


bicommunal reconciliation (including 
technical assistance 


including 
the 


however 


in 
while the Turkish Cypriots recoil at the idea of 


which has 


perhaps by simply opening a PO box 


Erhan Ercin 


rather than through the Cyprus 


but 
if the Commission maintained its \"newly 


Column 5 


and 


a large number 


but operating 


nonetheless gives the EC team credit for 


Column 4 
\" such problems could be 


who until very recently 
in December 


more quietly 
there was nonetheless significant damage to 


Ercin noted to us with some satisfaction 


Georg Ziegler 
Michael Leigh 


however 


but then failed to approve 
EU aid is a 


Turkish Cypriots were dead-set against 


would create the impression that the EU had kept 
thus making it easier 


Turkish Cypriot 


for 
that Greek Cypriot stipulations about respecting 


Column 5 


to 


Leopold 


was much more \"constructive.\" 


has not translated into smooth political 


after the 2004 Annan 


Column 4 Column 5 


the nationalist \"FM\" who is the 
has led the 


Serdar was only walked 


have 


Turkey is rumored to be pressing 


even as he said that the Turkish 
contrary decision on 


however Talat has directed 
but to cooperate with the 


that EU programs will help build 


advisors close to Talat have told us 


since the Commission 


the Turkish Cypriot political leaders can make 


slow-rolling phone installation or 


nary. 2. (U) At a March 28 workshop on developing a drug supply data network, Punwasi publicly des 
rom March 19-23. -- The Maritime/Ports section received new ion-scanners that boost air cargo anc 
=XFUEL-ENGINE AUTOMOBILES REF: (A) RECIFE 40; (Β) BRASILIA 498 ------- SUMMARY ------- 
»ducing the number of banks from 41 to 21. The recently concluded FTA will promote significant chai 
{asan and Third Secretary Mr. Bahram Saifzadeh Sani Garmrood. Likewise, the Argentine Mission ir 


Column 4 
the Turkish Cypriots are more than 


this 


even as 
they 


for example) 
and watching with glee as 


serious questions remain about the 


the EC has 


spends significant 
and speaks no Turkish) he noted that the 


for example 


waste 

energy 

at least in part 

since Cyprus is a European country 
the Commission team 


with Commission officials bickering over our use of 


Commission 


Column 5 


goading the Turkish Cypriots 


to share 


rural development 
from a rather 


il, and gas sectors, including some Spanish investors, are increasingly concerned about Humala\'s οἱ 


ion of the diplomatic note follows. The original Spanish-language version of the note, and a copy of Ν 


Column 4 Column 5 


the EU seems to have compromised the quality of their 


the 


too late 
hasty planning and poor 


Turkish Cypriot twitchiness 
could 


we will ask our 
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returning from 


Column 4 Column 5 
told reporters that the PA is ready 


and that Abu Mazen is ready 


but warned that such a 


arguing instead that - legally and politically 
and not the Hamas-controlled PA that 


and that 


despite Israeli settlement activities and 
a peaceful 


but 


it would not be possible to reach 


\" and advocated that the U.S. put 


Column 4 Column 5 


and that he would 


saying that 


especially when all competing parties are unanimous 


and went on to say that Hamas rejected this prospect as 


asked on \"al-Jazeera\" 
did not answer directly but rather 


annexation of 
and control of the Jordan Valley 


membership on the UN Security Council and ask that he support Guatemala\'s candidacy for the UN! 


marches from various provinces to reach Quito beginning April 4. End Summary. 2. Approximately : 
nhanced cooperation. U/S Stacey thanked the Ambassador, and expressed GOE concern over the c 
sontinues having difficulty enforcing regulatory requirements for interconnection between Avantel and 


Column 4 
released prisoners in \"occupation prisons 
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mining takes priority over forestry 


such tension could impact the promise of 


only 10% of 


doors and moldings. 
sawnwood amounted to 37% of exports 
and plywood made up 23%. Local 


a more robust indicator will be 
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Kaseke was arrested for obstruction of justice and 


in 
noted that they doubt the 
\" but the ACB 


as the Commission\'s Chair 
of which Courtenay is Deputy 


Column 5 
\" and 
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leaving no 


logs made 
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Chris Coye 


xs. The party was met in each location by throngs of citizens and leaders from the surrounding areas, 
xr cell number 011-937-991-40555. All travelers should bring USG ID for identification purposes and 
tion or visiting delegation will be charged for the ctual costs attributed to their visit. These cots includ 


Column 4 Column 5 
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educators political figures and 
as trained university graduates continue to leave 
after the jobs issue 


which aggravates the South\'s geographic 


especially when its version of devolution is taken 


cont.) However while many swing voters may choose 
many others will abstain or spoil 


convinced that neither coalition will be able to 


the CL is likely to maintain its inroads in 
and will maintain its 


while the CR should win in 


and Berlusconi continues to come from behind. End summary. 


Sicily and Calabria - not 


international competition 


Column 4 Column 5 
these southern regions continue to 


the gap with northern regions has only widened thus 


\"jobs\" consistently ranks as 


institutional 
and academic circles are united in calling 
long-term 


Sicily and 
preventing the development of a truly market-oriented 


in many cases connected to 


undermines efforts to cultivate a \"rule-of-law\" 


Lack of infrastructure 


including American 
complain of 
Nokia reportedly decided 


much of the public is cynical on both issues - 
doubting any government 
contacts in the small 


amounting to over 30 


consideration his age and physical frailty, the position of Deputy President would be most appropriatı 


owaffak al-Rubaie and was attended by Minister of Defense Saadoun Dulime, Minister of Interior Bay 
and agreed that the Embassy\'s already heightened security posture and force protection condition (F 


erations. In a March 20 discussion with visiting Assistant Secretary of State for Political-Military Affair 


. beef imports by assuring that no ban or conditions were currently in place. Given Omani concerns ft 


Column 4 Column 5 
the 


is mired in controversy and 
many expect a CL 


such as the water system. 


and are sure 
CR proponents 


he has made important achievements and certainly 


a debilitating dependency on government to provide 
guaranteed jobs and public works projects to fuel the 


poor planning and corruption. Some contacts 


not only Berlusconi\'s performance comes under 
saying the measure will 


says the editorialist. 
all want to resolve Italy\'s \"two-speed economy AS 


dangerous infiltration process by CIA agents is taking place in Darfur region. The purpose of the infil 


G non-papers about the Revival of the Islamic Heritage Society (RIHS) and potential TF-designations 
between U.S. naval vessels and Somali pirates off the coast of Somalia. The exit strategy for the tw 
y by USG officials. Domestic political pressure and limited capacity render the ROYG unable to enst 


Column 4 
the political and 


who are despondent about ever eradicating the 


it 
boosted by a number of excellent 
and it has great undeveloped potential in the 


or mostly 


but a significant 


3/29/2006 15:57 
and prominent Islamic 
former number two in the banned Islamic 


the size of the prisoner release 

and the political 

contrary to the terms 

shocked and worried many Algerians 
who feared many would 

however 


though a small percentage may do so 


public concerns have been somewhat 


another positive factor is 
unlike in the past 


Column 5 
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the 


is not 


but that the 


the press and middle class 


26 installments of $5 million annually for three consecutive years. 2. On March 27, the Bank of Soutl 
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the concern remains; low-level protest demonstrations 
and many contacts fear released terrorists 


former \"regional emir" and number 
was released March 12 from prison in Algiers. 
the bloodiest 


to benefit from the limited amnesty given to former 


Layada was suspected of masterminding several 
even though none of the 


Layada was met by another Algerian 

Ali Belhadj the former number 
who himself had been released several days 

along with 

waited for Layada at the gates of the 


who died while he was in prison and then to 


shocked large segments of the Algerian public as 


y notified about the status of the three Bahraini nationals who were extradited to the Kingdom on Nov 


Column 4 Column 5 
| 


like Belhadj and Layada. At a recent dinner hosted 
for example five of the six Algerian guests 


rape or 


Algerians tell us they cannot imagine who would 


the release 
000 former prisoners has made some Algerians 


VI understand the pain of the families the 
but the crisis spared no one and the 
Algerians 


but Bouteflika assured the public during last fallVs 


but the 
one Embassy contact explained 


since Layada\'s GIA was 


Column 4 


Cherifa Keddar 
\"We refuse to forgive and forget. 
except the families of 


Ali Mrabet 
argued that 


was illegal 


Mrabet said he \"would prefer to live 


but Algerians 
planned to organize demonstrations. In 


widows of slain 


Interior 
\"The red line (of the Charter for 


and those who do cannot perform any political 
\"the Charter was clear about 


if they should be excluded 
for it is one of the foundations of the reconciliation 


“When individuals are 
they are banned from it 


Column 5 


president of the Djzairouna (Our 


and 


their families should 


and 


Column 4 


President Bouteflika said 


but on reflection 


cultural and economic in order to avoid the 


told Ambassador March 22 that he had met for 


Ksentini remarked that Belhadj \"now understood\" 


according to these 
have been on hand to offer moral support 
and jobs to the former prisoners. 


000 Dinars (US 
the Islamists 
including 
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won a 45-percent plurality in Dnipropetrovsk 


Column 5 


\"I know that the 
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along both banks of the Dnipro River 
000. On December 19 1906 


then called Kamenskoye. (Note: While ethnically 
Brezhnev displayed a distinctively Ukrainian 


the feared founder of the CHEKA 


Dniprodzerzhynsk appears 


in the Hotel Montana located on a 


the 
which sported numerous 


were pure Soviet. 


DEC no. 30 was difficult to manage 


of which 108 were large (more than 
500 voters on the lists) 24 average (500 - 1 


one in 


with the farthest polling station lying 

during 

political parties were given a lot of power to 

but many nominees lacked 

compounding the DEC\'s organizational difficulties. 


sedonia, and Albania. Cimpersek agreed that the purpose of ID was to lay out to NATO aspirants the 


arpoint to business complaints, mostly in export sectors, and is likely to reinforce the need for tight fis: 
al results for weeks to come. However a stronger than expected performance by the ruling Human F 


ods flowing into Gaza and to keeping Karni open and that following some initial problems, traffic at Ke 
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election commissions were focused on the 


including one restricted access facility 


and the voting 


long lines and 
thus 

ballot boxes ballot 
protocols etc.) 


the commission chairwoman 


but during the closing procedure it turned out 


ballots were wrapped in party program sheets 


the PSC grappled with how to adjust 


the 

and the PSC did 

but the extra work caused the 
two-foot-long ballots. 


each voter often took around twenty minutes to 
particularly in precincts with a high percentage of 


political 
but there was no active campaigning or voter 
however a 


the 


ion Unchanged; - 4th Quarter Growth Slows; Consumer Demand Still High; - Skills Initiative Launc 
a road (most goods are trucked in through from Uganda through Yei). The current survey was taken 


»sponded very positively and undertook to look into the status of a response. 2. (SBU) Comment: Pc 


Column 4 Column 5 
the general 

with people growing impatient. In one 

when we tried to see if 


several 
saying that international 


Regions victory 


closing precisely at 


the PSC 
ballots and 


the PEC chairwomen 


but packaging the ballots and 


Party of Regions received 50 percent (481 

Bloc Yuliya Tymoshenko was a 

and Our Ukraine 

surpassed by Viche\'s 35 votes but more 

12 votes; and Ne Tak just 9. (Note: In the third 
Dniprodzerzhynsk voted 

a strong win but not as 


voter disenchantment with President Yuschenko 


as she escorted the Embassy observation team out 


however that the 
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with Regions winning in a landslide though our 


concerns about voter list inaccuracies and 


and only small 


plus inadequate 

led to long lines and 

who were in many instances still 
with results reported to the 


which 
2004 at the 


we observed the 


Regions scored a 


largely consolidating the base Yanukovych 
when he 
shifting the province\'s 


the Communists won a 
followed by the 


SPDU(o) 9.5% Vitrenko 4% 
000 in 


near the border with Russia. Severodonetsk 
subject of a heated 


we met with 
head of the CVU\'s Severodonetsk branch; 
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March 26 we visited 10 PSCs in DEC 109. 


but not insurmountable 


an 
however 


as was expected. Separately a PSC chairperson 


but not 


some translations of street names from Russian to 
and persons being listed at one address but 


an assessment that was 


but good balance 


with the DEC using the March 


additions were mostly people 


with mainly small parties unable to supply 
with representatives from a 


an assessment 


an assessment borne out by our 
when the number of voters turned 


late counts 
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particularly the time involved in counting the 


particularly those with large numbers 
but too small a facility to handle the 
with 


and badly-run PSCs allowing everyone to wait 
leading to standing-room only conditions that limited 


which took 12 hours to 


we 


while administrative 


falsifications were likely on the local level. 


the supervisory commission for the 


and the CVU filmed 


but the local court 


on 
Regions won again. 


we identified some 
we 


or even having a copy of the voter list on the 
we were whisked 


a voter list had appeared. In Rubizhne 


Hunt Oil over Block 18. Post does not believe this will affect the future of YLNG, but strongly encoure 


Column 4 
the mobile ballot boxes 
but were kept 


without control slips in them. PSC 65 had 
but at 11:00 am 


who sent 


she reportedly falsely claimed that we had 
thus explaining the lack of control 


but 
particularly in city 


the evidence was suggestive of abuses that 


abusing mobile ballot boxes). 


the violations stood in contrast to Regions Party 


the highlighted 


which in Severodonetsk at least mostly claim 
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providing the French economy keeps 


but exceeds the 1.896 IMF prediction. 


saying it would 


Column 5 


O6PARIS2046 


‘cent conversations, Econoff discussed Oman\'s newly adopted National Pandemic Influenza Prepare 
007. Given the lack of clear direction for developing export controls in the Sultanate, another workst 
gee numbers and apply the needed physical and political support. The modules stipulate the level of 
of parliament -- all of whom are moderate in their outlooks -- were Layla Thamir Fakher (independen: 


told us she had spoken with several parents of the missing children. One of the parents told Edman : 
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which accounts for 
to be robust in the first half of 2006. 


with a 2.8% 


after a 0.5% 
consumer spending 


INSEE forecast inflation to slow to 


unlike the U.S. where debt more often is used to 
INSEE forecast that 


000 new jobs could be 

compared with 85 000 in 
thanks to government-subsidized 

000 government-subsidized 

000 in full year 2005 would be created 


and in the private 

000 non-government subsidized jobs in 

000 in 2005. Job cuts in the industrial sector would be 
000) and services 


000) sectors. 


INSEE made a first estimate of job 


Pierre Cahuc and Stephane Carcillo that only 
000 to 20 000 jobs will be created per quarter thanks 1 


000 CNEs. Devilliers summarized \"CNE will have 
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household investment will increase 3.2% 
and 3.6% in Q-2 as effervescence in 


INSEE described France\'s international 
arguing 


Japan (4.2%) and the U.K.(2.2%). 


INSEE forecast French exports to increase 7.4% in Q-1 


\" and France would not recapture markets lost in 


\"that means that France lost 


Devilliers warned that the foreign trade deficit 


e 1 ton-plus seizure. The four parties\' intent remains to comply with Magistrate Muchelule\'s instruct 


Column 4 Column 5 


\" France\'s main economic partner which should 


tourism and consumption of high-tech goods in 


which could push oil and raw 
and thus increase imports. 


although companies made profits and 


cash flow is healthy and interest 
by extension created jobs) abroad. Domestic 
but 


with less enthusiasm 
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a private consulting firm puts the giveaway at USD 


which Chavez 
largely 


they provide a good profile 


the studies 


000 


ishot Manukyan and Americas Desk Head Lilit Toutkhalian. Manukyan did not provide an immediate ı 
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000 barrels daily (USD 2 billion annually) per ΟΙΕΟΑ 


which we understand to be mainly loan 


although it 


the purchase of a refinery as well as 


increasing to USD 2.8 billion by March 


Brazil are 


as 


as compared to CIECA\'s and our 


and Bolivia announced in December 2005 and January 


and loans for 


000 km natural gas pipeline from Venezuela to 


the Caribbean 
Mauritania Mali 


Venezuela donated heating oil for poor residents 


J fair. The governing Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) won 83 percent of the councils, not surprising 
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New York Chicago 


in an effort to win support within the 

Burkina 

and Niger was reportedly humanitarian aide and food 

the BRV cannot fully account for the funds directed 

in November 2005 the BRV 


the BRV will reportediy support the 


000 


280 


000 
000 
000 
682 
764 000 
000 000 
000 
000 
000 
000 
000 
017 682 


400 
400 


000 
000 


000 barrels of oil 1.5% discount 150 
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000 
000 barrels of oil 742 000 
000 


000 
000 


000 000 
500 000 
000 

501 000 


000 
000 
815 
500 
166 


000 barrels/day of gasoil and 18 600 
000 
000 


600 barrels/day of petroleum 40 000 
000 
000 
000 
000 
300 
000 
500 
000 
800 


450 
000 
000 000 
000 


000 


5 stemmed from high risk speculative transactions via offshore centers in the Caribbean and Liechter 
) the United States since 2003, but his first as Amir. He added that the visit would be the Amir\'s first 
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000 

400 000 

000 

169 450 


000 
000 


000 
000 


500 
500 


000 
000 
000 


362 828 


000 
000 


000 
000 


e operations if the CEC did not receive an infusion of funds to pay April salaries. In presenting the CE 


Column 4 


400 
955 


000 barrels/day 


250 
000 


375 


600 barrels/day 
1 year 


Capitalizacion 


USD 45/barrel 
000 barrels/day 


000 barrels/day 
1 year 


000 barrels/day 
343 
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USD/barrel 45 


30% financing 486 


80 
1 560 
USD/barrels 
100% financing 


58 


oes to the departure sight to verify that the number of troops listed embarks. This process is duplicat 
gation. He added that the DOJ has yet to respond, but is likely to refer the investigation to the nation; 
Yospital death of three demonstrator previously wounded during unrest in Diyarbakir, the death toll in ` 


‘ally an employer tax based on a 1967 agreement between GOI and the LWF. LWF representatives fı 
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000 barrels/day to 50 000 barrels/day 


1 year 30% financing 624 


USD/barrels 45 
30% financing 287 


143 


849 


Chavez\' give-away campaign has been much 
in several specific 


ated Dormant Claim --------------------------------- 2. (U) Ina September 2002 letter to then-U.S. Trade F 


Column 4 

such as Cuba 

the public perception is 

money 

generous financing 

or an investment. Whether all this translates into 


smile and run is an open question. 


by the end of 2006 


some of which Chavez could divert to 


purchase imports from targeted 
products potentially displaced by U.S.-third 
or directly fund 
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\" as called for by 


\" and not substantive 
argued for amore 
pointing out there was no 


since the two issues previously mentioned were 


CHR should be given the chance for 
as opposed to transferring them to 


but to 
it 


including Benin 


Column 5 
Argentina 


or supplies 
a 


we estimate the BRV\'s 
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to abolish the CHR. Mexico 


Guinea-Bissau 


Rafah. Each farm has 2,000 egglayers. Daher said the PA planned to cull the infected flock immedie 
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Hachani said it would be handled like all 
and would be received considered 


and a decision March 24 would not leave Geneva time to 


thereby leaving 
where the decision to 
indigenous 


still need to be 
either in Geneva or when ECOSOC receives CHR\'s 


in addition to terminating the 
elected by 


draft decision E/2006/L.3 which will deal with the 


which 


V and that ECOSOC has shirked \"...its 


errorism. He was somewhat evasive on the possibility of Ayr sub-clan members being willing to turn 
nmary. ----------------------- INNOVATIVE CONVERSATION ----------------------- 2. On April 1-3, Muscat 
res on LET or JUD. WOS 


Jnacceptable, the EU will intervene at the World Health Assembly, where Klein said there would be ar 
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President Hachani raised the 


notably Brazil 


but said that some groups needed to 
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and many kids enjoy the fanfare and the time out 

though that a number of young 
more 


would tell MINURSO staff they encountered on the 
\"The Sahara is Moroccan.\"). 


and his meeting with the King 


and the fact that the 


and MINURSO would 


and the official Moroccan response 


rs like these and to improve SOC performance is to revamp the Oil Ministry and provide it with a stro 


Column 4 
but UN Envoy Van Walsum would draft the section 


he was skeptical the GOM was serious 


\" he said. 


\" he said. 


will never 
and is 


in which MINURSO played a useful 


as Morocco 
\" Sporys said. 


the SADR anniversary festivities 
did manage to 


Tindouf and Rabbouni. He remarked it was unclear 


but time would tell. 
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which MINURSO 


yr further information, travelers may contact the Embassy of Barbados, 2144 Wyoming Avenue N.W., 


Column 4 
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on March 23. The seven inmates 


but housed 484. The uprising 
is 


in the interior of Sao Paulo state. 
and the rebellion 


\" also part 
in response to 


Mogi das Cruzes 


with rebellions 


the Franco 


177 persons. 


153 
but currently incarcerates 122 
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which 


and Franco da Rocha in Sao 


984. 


/ have observer status on the committee. The previous proposal provoked outrage in civil society beı 
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over 17 000 persons remain in public 


despite promises 


has no budget 


leading 


the PCC will continue 
including 


\" which allows judges to sentence inmates who 


Director of Training for the Sao Paulo State 
told Poloff that overcrowding and 


Column 4 Column 5 
working with 


seeks to 


both 


believing thatthe upcoming 
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who looked unbeatable at the onset of 


where two of his Solidaridad Nacional Congressional 
s political 


rather than 
s National Solidarity (SN) party is still the 


s squatters live without access to roads 
sewage or police services. Since his election 
which he 

Y bringing their 


where thousands previously hauled water and 


Column 4 
is hard 


however 


s fee. The mayor has: 


converting shipping containers and retired buses 


which 


but find that the transportation 


they are well-used despite 


saying that he aims to give the poor something 


t much of an overstatement. 


s 
which has been extended by Casteneda 


the city expects to complete an underground bus 


s extreme north to its extreme south. The municipal 


Casteneda hopes to ease traffic 
s central district and attract new investment 


Casteneda has both balanced Lima 


Column 5 


for which Casteneda 


to 


s books 


Column 4 


Casteneda was able to earn a local AAA 


s privileged (who 
his political base is among 


s voters 


reportedly because of a health problem 


though 
he told tne Ambassador that he expects to be 


s political base will favor him in that role 
s 
Casteneda has had a good 


who has provided a lot of 
s grander public 
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but at this juncture most of those leading 


and take a stand aimed at 


but the supplemental 
amidst growing public apprehension 
are 


V' and a large majority of the ruling Union for a 


Column 5 


the mayor 


who certainly aspires for the top office. In 


but a 


O6PARIS2048 
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take charge of 
and defuse the social conflict that the extensive 


possibly spin out of control. 


social 


France\'s five major 


then Chirac could exercise a 


effectively getting the issue off 


in ideological outlook and financial prospects 


and those who feel they have less. 
unionized 


economically liberalizing 


ıenza following the death of a three- year-old girl on March 21 (ref A). No additional individuals are bt 


Column 4 


\" and accept an economic dimension of 
competitive 


majority party. 


\"support the CPE and 
we also know that ongoing confrontations 


Sarkozy proposed the \"non-application\" of the CPE law in 


s 
which would delay implementation of the 
is supported \"all 


then President Chirac 
s compromise 


Villepin\'s 


are not 
and that therefore the minor 


Chirac will have to step in and take a stand aimed 


Column 5 


and exposed 


beef exports. Malaysia continues to resist significant opening on services, however, particularly in th 


Column 4 
specifically 


still over a year away. End 
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the PRC has convinced governnment leaders of all of 
with the 

PM Somare of 

Acting PM Fred Sevile of Tonga 


Samoa 
and Niue. Each of these leaders will hold 


\" Bilateral Documents to Be Signed 


Column 5 
its 


06SUVA123 


and the 
Cook Islands 
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New Zealand Sending Deputy Minister-level Reps 

Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign 

will represent Australia at the conference. 

Associate Minister of Pacific Island 

will represent New Zealand. Andrew Martin 


told us 


but had decided to send Gambaro after urgings from 


none of the Pacific Island 


Nauru Tuvalu 

Nauru 

Taiwan\'s Representive in Fiji told us 

he said is standard operating 
he said represents 

he said are only one aspect of 


But Will There be Follow-Up? 


Jone by separate cable. The cable should include SSN, and the name of the agency granting the sec 


Column 4 


Column 5 

a number of Fiji officials we have talked to 

and the documents 

will have much lasting 

for example to the fact that the 

the impact 
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in which he participated in a rambling 


Vazquez 


Vazquez wished to relay the 


and that he sometimes 
and (b) that internal politics 


the 

\"Fine. If it has to be 

it has to be this year. | can discuss this with 
\" referring to his scheduled May 4 meeting 


r for Counterterrorism Cooperation, Reconstruction Activities in Iraq and North Korea Nuclear Issues. 


»l-Deik and Tel el-Hawa March 28. Siyam said the lab test results for Tel el-Hawa (1 km south of Ga: 
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our own Western 
and our agenda at the Summit of 
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who represents authoritarianism and 


as does coordination between the 


Lima Mayor Luis Castaneda\'s National Solidarity party 


Raul Castro (also PCP Secretary General) 


UN\'s candidate for First Vice 
lamented to visiting WHA P/DAS Charles Shapiro 


with all decision-making up to Flores who was on 


which tended to fester 
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\" opining that Flores\' Colombian advisor Gloria 


and doubting that contracting Venezuelan 


UN campaign headquarters told us 3/28 that 


the former Interior Minister said that UN\'s chief 


noting that they have failed to obtain the necessary 


such as her \"My Neighborhood Secure Peru 


but argued that this is finally being 


including a recent shift 


with three weeks to go before the 
\"coordinators\" are finally being sent 


as the component parts 


explaining that many 


Column 4 


he said 


not/not rival 


on the other hand 
also noted that SN is 
not Flores (who 

and is only mentioned 
and that most of 


Tabory and Sarmiento stated that in mid-March 


they explained 
as 
and Humala 


000 jobs 

Tabory 

this claim had a skeptical reception from 
the media and the public 


such as Lambayeque 

Junin 

they said 

although they expect that many rural 


Column 5 


did Flores show leadership on this issue an 


while saying that harmony has 


was the central plank 


although he argued that 


La 
Ica 
have been written 


agal, he would be detained. JACKSON 


Column 4 Column 5 
who have told pollsters they will back Humala like 
will secretly vote for Flores in the end. 


where the C-E sectors (89 


recognizing that Flores already 


Tabory and Sarmiento complained that UN has 


but admitted that they had no/no hard 
Sarmiento wryly observed 
but 


in fact recently 


a focused 


however 


as well as the extent to which the targeted 


3/29/2006 20:50 O6USUNNEWYORK638 
3/29/2006 21:04 O6SANSALVADOR850 
3/29/2006 21:04 06SANSALVADOR851 
3/29/2006 21:50 O6MEXICO1656 


\" urged Mexicans to start viewing China as 


something in 


hasing ROK-produced ammunition. Roh and Nigerian President Obasanjo discussed energy coopera 
Nepal to allow the resettlement of vulnerable refugee cases and UNHCRVs registration to begin. The 


interparts from the region and the world, and Embassy Cairo encourages the broadest possible partit 
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Professor at the Fundan University in Shanghai 

China has taken 

such as Brazil Argentina 
Mexico has fallen behind. 


President of 
a Chinese textile company with investments in 
suggested ways in which Mexico could work with China 


and tourism sectors comparing strengths and 


Eduardo 
emphasized that Mexico must devote more 


a point 
other exhibitors 


(APPRI) as a step 


its exports to China fall far behind those of 

they anticipated it. 

\" but 

China has been 

and some exhibitors called for Mexico to pay 

however including Valentin Diez 


and 


hinted that Mexico has missed its 


ıve received similar complaints about displacement of Sunni Arab and Christian families in Baghdad ε 
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Dussel felt that Mexico 


Mexico needs to turn its 


focusing on Mexico\'s comparative advantages and 


while spotty is much better than 
making it a better option for the production of 
such as printer cartridges. 


cheap easily shipped 
toys games 
sporting goods and footwear lend themselves to 


: will enable him to tell his party and his public that the Americans are serious about their commitment 
es to major laws, a number of pieces of stalled legislation, land disputes, use of criminal defamation t 
agency, organization, or visiting delegation will be charged for the actual costs attributed to their visit. 
wer costs of the visit. Each agency, organization, or visiting delegation will be charged for the actual ı 
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China benefits from knowledge 


while 


and violating property rights which 
illegal copies of high 


President of Sinatex a 
suggested ways in 


tax and fiscal 


which takes much longer than in other countries 
they 


which decreases their productivity. 


the conference focused 
electronics and tourism sectors to 


President 

the Mexican National Chamber of the Textile 
and Tony Kuri of the Mexican National Dress 
criticized ChinaYs human rights abuses and 


such as jeans or high 
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but bureaucracy and 


Chief of Staff to the Mexican Tourism 


noted that many affluent Chinese tourists have 


which is expected to become the 


a 
and that Mexicans 


and hence rising transport 
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are to make a strong economic case for such an agreement. End Summary. 2. (SBU) Taipei\'s Ame 


Column 4 


Minister of Energy/PDVSA president Rafael 


ENEPASA (including San Salvador Mayor-elect Violeta 


and fuel distributors (ASDPP) present to 


Chavez credited 


a departure from Venezuela\'s 


which was itself formally 
would import 80 
which could grow as storage and 


including a 2 year grace 

at a 1% rate of interest. PDVSA also committed to 
to provide transport 

and to allow payment over the long term and in 
with Salvadoran products such as sugar 


and that the GOES was free to 


the agreement has been regarded 


but mostly to fend off attacks from the domestic 


Column 5 


000 to 100 


coffee 


voo management and local parts producers are worried how a Hyundai purchase would affect their bı 
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by end 

added $180 million to El Salvador\'s annual fuel import 

the Minister of Economy has discounted the 


rather 


free market 


the GOES strategy appears to be to welcome the 


President Saca bade ENEPASA luck and said the 


but warned against creating 


but 


representatives 


they have questioned the FMLN\'s ability to meet 


the new joint company could secure 
and that it might be able to line up 


ENEPESA met with truckers on March 10 to discuss the 
and the Salvadoran press 


taxis and cargo transport providers interested in 
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but he was 
to the point of 
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because a successful 


Flanagan-Whalen mentioned that under the Canadian 
it cannot be a crime just to 

even if an 

itis not any easier to list 

because merely citing their membership in 


Canadian Security Intelligence Service and DFAIT 


but that this funding is not guaranteed. If the 
their domestic listing process should 


they may be in the position to co-sponsor 
since their domestic timeframe might be 
they will need advance notice of months 


: meeting, the PISG has named ministers of internal affairs and justice in the new government of Prin 


Column 4 
if they continue to consider domestic 
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U.S. law enforcement 

arrested nearly 100 Korean 

and repatriated some of the hundreds of Korean 


who were aware that the State Department was 


expressed concern that the Gilded Cage operation 


MOFAT Deputy Director of Consular 


which 


and like his MOJ colleagues 


but also concern over the 


Jung said 


Column 5 
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also 


they would discuss the 


Column 4 


\"Okay 


Acheson made clear that not all these 


little action was taken in Korea. 


Prosecutor in the Foreign Affairs 


Kim insisted 


and was currently reviewing 


Researcher at Korea\'s Supreme Public Prosecutor\'s 
confirmed that the Korean National Police (KNP) was 


Conoff 
regularly shared with the KNP information on 


and contact information to the police. 


Prosecutor in the Drug Related 


Column 5 


I'll try Mexico instead." 


was contingent on 


oreign Minister Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, in Abu Dhabi. Crown Prince Shaikh Salman bin } 
; across the country responded with hunger strikes and renewed calls for AsbunVs resignation. Obse 
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and Kim urged the need for more detailed information 

they often changed their contact 

this 

Section 

further 

or 

was not as useful as more detailed information 

Kim 

for Korean law enforcement to pursue an 


and his offices would like to 


Hong explained could then interview them before 


large files and other information since that time 


r the development of Qatar's stock market. There has been some speculation that his management « 


Column 4 
Poloff remarked 


and that the 


but would 


International Criminal Affairs Division 
International Criminal Affairs 

MOJ; Section Chief Cho Woo-suk 

MOJ; Hong Jee-pio 

Supreme Public Prosecutor\'s Office; Prosecutor 
Drug Related Crime Division 


Foreign Affairs Division 
Criminal Affairs Division 
Immigration Office 


Conoff 
DHS ICE Attache Kyung Yul Steven Kim. 


the meeting and subsequent 


Operation Gilded Cage 


or at least a commitment to 
we hope to hear soon of further 
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Column 5 
that had succeeded for the ROKG in 


MOJ; 


Immigration and 
MOFAT; Bae 


Seoul Central 
(SCDPO); Officer Bae 
Korean National Police. 


represented the Canadian 
FBI 


and 
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n the identification and prosecution of those responsible for specific atrocities. Albanian leaders frorr 
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Japan agree that incident of bones found in beef 
\" and will start procedures 


accepting US 


Japanese beef experts reaching common view process 


Yomiuri and Tokyo Shimbun: 


\"\"DNA\" to make comebacks; Difficulty 


ın ofthose suspects who will be repatriated to Somalia. However, the Note is silent on the issue of te 


jramme Date of the Invitation: March 26, 2006 Loan No: LO - 1558/SF-GY Invitation for Bids N: ASS 
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March 29 


2006 


joined by 


and primary school students in 

who study environment problem. Met 
chairman of the LDP Commission on Trade in 
Forestry and Fishing Products. 


followed by chirographer Yamakawa and his wife 


nber parties called for an Orange coalition, or at least a democratic one founded on common goals. 
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promoters of 


US Ambassador to UN Bolton warns Japan on Iran 
seeks to constrain from placing priority on oil 


2006 


US 


which is 


which Japan is using in its 
saying \"There is no 


the Ambassador gave Japan high 
saying \"Japan has a praiseworthy history on nucle 


ıt would include Lukashenka, but would wait to consult with other EU allies before making a final deci: 
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he stressed \"Iran aims at expanding its influence 


2006 


Japan\'s 

was cold to the idea and the proposal failed to obtain 

following last year\'s failed attempt. 

along with Germany Brazil 


however killed after meeting 


Japan switched its policy to 


which is cool to the idea of expanding the UNSC Japan 


which is longer than the non-permanent membership (two-year 
not renewable). Japan began explaining its proposal to 


US Ambassador to UN Bolton expressed a negative view. In 
the G-3 and the African Union (AU) had already 


f materials submitted by each bidding firm and verified that all required elements of the bid were pres: 
he GOTG officially. At this point we see no link between the GOTG,s move against ἃ The Independei 
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2006 


highlighting the concern shared by 


000 men and women over 


only 6.9% of the respondents said 
\" while 66.7% of the 


VI don\'t think Japan has favorable relations 
\" 12.0% of the respondents said \"Japan should keep 


the largest percentage of the 
including 
followed by \"the lack of 


meet with President Hu tomorrow 


2006 
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for instance the Japan- 


this is their first joint visit to China. 


Hu is 


Ghana during Golden 


2006 


Ghana and 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo Abe 


among other issues. He told 


3006 


Culture Sports 


DOB: 9/22/1962 POB: San Salvador. 2. (U) All officers vetted locally through DEA, RSO, and CONS 
:A). Alejandro Antonio Cardona Mendoza DOB: 9/15/1958 POB: San Salvador USG Training: Street 
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North Korea\'s abductions of Japanese 

as well as such words as \"gender.\" Publishers have 

there still remain many 

such 


000 victims in the Nanjing Massacre. 


excluding geography 
as well as world history mention those islands. Of 
the ministry called on publishers to clearly 


the ministry explained: \"Unlike the 
since Japan effectively 
no territorial dispute exists.\" The 


which are Japanese territories have been 
respectively there remain 


China and other countries have claimed 


2006 


Foreign Minister 


\"We would like to decided on 


YI would like to see it cut down to below 50%. There is 
including Aso and Defense Agency Director 
held talks March 28 and confirmed that 


they approved 
which also coincides 
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but 
we musin\'t lose sight of the logic.\" In order for 


to cover facilities beyond housing a new logic 


there is only so much the 
according to a source in the Foreign Ministry. US 


so it is only natural 


the US may press Japan 
Japan is expected 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo Abe said 
\"The government has not set any 


2006 


Foreign Minister Aso 


restricted waters hold key 
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it would be difficult to restrict access to the waters. 


including its runway 


maintaining that its 


the government proposed turning the 


as this would 


the Japanese 


if moved to an offshore area 


where vessel access is allowed except for mooring 
and other continuous activities. In this case 


the 


Japan shows understanding of 
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atan 


would stretch 


the 


ted to attend WCN 1103, National Defense University International Fellows Program Course atthe N 
C), who has been selected to attend WCN P2392, CCMR Course at Monterey, CA from 14 - 28 April 
ıs been selected to attend the Special Operations Curriculum Course at Naval Postgraduate School, 
has been selected to attend WCN 1176, International Officer Intelligence Basic Course at Fort Huact 


nos Horta also opined that serious re-thinking of the armed forces\' (F-FDTL) structure and mission is 


ıtting the African Union Mission in Sudan to a UN operation, according to Pignatelli. Echoing a point n 
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US to 
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the two governments will soon start specific 


2006 


Japan made a significant compromise indicating 


both sides reached some consensus. This 


which have applied pressure on Japan out of 


Forestry and Fisheries Ministry had said: WThere is 


acting US agriculture under 
however said 
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a senior 


the US which had never admitted its errors 
saying: \"It is fully conceivable that (the 


with one official remarking: We were 


Japan decided to resume imports upon receiving a 
though it will be possible 


Forestry and Fisheries Ministry and the Health 
and Welfare Ministry. The two ministries have entered the 


2006 


a breach of the import conditions. The 


and to move 


the division director of the 

Forestry and Fisheries (MOFA) of Japan 

\"We now significantly understand why vertebral 

a material banned in Japan as a BSE risk were found in 


which are considered to be at low risk 


Column 4 
slaughtering facilities and processing facilities are 


the circumstances of those two 


it admitted that there 

noting 

such as that processing procedures should 
too. 


the division director after the meeting countered 


“We will fully take measures to 


including training of 
and to inspect all other plants so 


including a timeline for resuming imports 
after going through that 


2006 


chaired by Taro Nakayama 


the report proposed a 
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\"There were things that 


\"We 


before 


yesterday unveiled a 


The State Oil Fund and its Executive Director Samir Sharifov have implemented a thorough system 
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the New Komeito and the Democratic Party of 
the three parties 


the report called for \"no restrictions in principle 


the report 


the report cited these three arguments: (1) 20 
like national elections; (2) 18 years of 
based on the view that wide-ranging people should 


but a change to 18 years of age 
matching that of national elections. 
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\" stating that religious freedom means the 
Christians to be Christian 
etc. but not to change religion. Several 


pments continue to denigrate FUNCINPEC as a political party and Ranariddh as a leader, but the par 


nitiated opposition against the expansion project, complained that the petrochemical industries opera 
es of Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) projects and decided to place a moratorium on all BOT projects, 
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and may seek his return when news leaks that 


including Religious Affairs and 


but the WJ voted to have only two committees review 
which oversees the courts and Ministry of 
and 


which is chaired by 
MPs commented that it was likely that one or both 


Attorney 
and perhaps members of the Supreme Court for 


it is that he was released because of foreign pressure. 
Secretary Rice 


has extended home hospitality to EUR DAS DiCarlo. Accommodations have been confirmed for Jost 


Visitors who need unescorted access into secure areas of the Mission must provide proof of a clear 
nes in both Chiang Mai and Minnesota. Some police and media reports continue to identify all eight a 
:SS: 3. Visitors who need unescorted access into secure areas of the Mission must provide proof of 
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Alemi Balkhi noted that he did not 


because foreign nations were here to defend their 


8 05 citizen) stated after agreeing that the case 
that it would be foolish to 


l 

V and that Wwe don\'t need aid if they will 
V' while another stated that not 

but the prosecutor and judge in the case should 
the 


Mawlawi Din Mohammad 


then the courts 


the most 


\"we are not talking about religion but about a 


but if you are Muslim you 


but that it is part of a larger conspiracy by 


stating that no country should act 
and prescribed further investigation of the 


J implement the HIV/AIDS response. End summary. 2. On March 21 the Malawi National AIDS Com 
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while women and other members (such 
the President\'s brother) complained that 


he did take advantage of it to allow critics of 


ultimately the political matters at hand are the 


but is not likely to overwhelm the Parliamentary 
the WJ moved calmly and 


which is likely to remain the Parliament\'s main 
it is within the realm 
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winning 13 and 
as did the three main Arab parties 


both 
displeased with Israel\'s major parties and 


Russian 
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and Arabic -- and 


irther assistance is necessary. POST ACCESS: 3. Visitors who need unescorted access into secure 


fices demanding the resignation ofthe Commissioners. As election day draws closer, the media is re 
ırther assistance is necessary. POST ACCESS: 3. Visitors who need unescorted access into secure 
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and to Ashdod and Jaffa along the 
as well as Petah Tikva Bnei Brak 


asked by an 


\"That they get out of their seats and start doing 


\" few specified what they meant by this term and 


even in response to direct questions about this 


and there 


Olmert has the opportunity to form a 


which would \"cost\" more in terms of 
but yield 


he can go with Yisrael Beiteinu and the 
which would help Kadima divide and 
but make immediate 


t provided in the original country clearance request it should be done by separate cable. The cable sl 


hours. 3. Embassy telephone number while in country is (01) 668-8777 during business hours; (01 
=mbassy public affairs and political sections, and a conversation with the leader of the Austrian-Turki: 
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and 


who may seek a broad 
or opt to form a narrow 


and that the Pensioners are already on board. 
and eventually 
a coalition will likely include Labor -- 


Ben Caspit 


the leadership of 


number five on Labor\'s 

told poloff that the coalition negotiating team will 
but she 

Isaac Herzog (number 


that Shas had already engaged in informal 


Shas spiritual 


whose word is law for party 
reportedly told Shas party leaders that he wants 
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again 


more manageable 


claimed in a March 


ortation, security, escorts and lodging. 3. Visitors have reservations on the PACTEC flight from Kab. 
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Rabbi Ovadia decreed 


Yuri Shtern 


defensive speech after the exit polls came in 
such as MK Moshe Kahlon (number 

told poloff that 

but they did not 

such as Silvan Shalom 


could 
a move that could 


but Olmert\'s team did not offer 
Eitan 


is already in touch with the Pensioners and 


including 
have long predicted that Kadima would seek 


Yakov Litzman 
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told Channel 10 last night that "We will 


who was conspicuously 


invited Member States to the March 30 hearing, but Member States did not intend to intervene in the 
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itmay 

3/30/2006 5:20 O6ROME957 

3/30/2006 5:37 O6BEIRUT1001 

\" Rizk said expressing deep sympathy for the 


in hopes that the 


and an 


no cabinet would violate Lebanese law and 


but the 


Sadr said that he had also considered 
trials in Lebanon for the four fugitive 
because of the 


the Ambassador asked 


‘ime kingpin. In justifying the decision, the CEC claimed that Akmatbayev had not satisfied the five-ye 
Minister of Defense and presidential son Ali Bongo\'s presidential ambitions. The Republican Guard : 
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Sadr argued that the philosophy behind the 


in the Ambassador\'s mind 
as the GOL and USG have not concluded an 
it appears entirely 


a topic we will pursue separately.) 


Head of the Council of 


Article 30 
must be implemented taking into account the 


therefore 


especially when the 


the United States 


and insists that such prosecutions 


the United States of America suggested to 


and recognize the competence of 
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contradict the extradition 


and the 


it falls under the jurisdiction 
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it reflects a principle in 


as defined by Article 10 of 


as 


as described in Articles 15 16 


the Lebanese authorities cannot agree to the 


but we 


in sharing 


we 


is it true that the USG never 


we would like 
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‚al cover necessary to lower public expenditures and reduce debt in an attempt to impose fiscal discip 


T designation in his meeting with MFA UN Director General Tasneem Aslam (Ref C); -- On March 29 
>, Embassy of the Republic of Turkey in Islamabad (Pakistan) on gratis to meet operation requiremer 
"rashant Pise followed up on this issue, sending to Poloff a note requesting USG support for Indian οἱ 
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asa 


and its leadership refuses to abandon armed 

making it 

let alone Israel to sit 
it should heed international calls 


recognize Israel\'s right 
and observe previous agreements between the 


the Palestinian areas are under the control of 


there can be no 


an epochal move that should be praised. 


replaced 

Europe and Arab nations should 
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on an ad hoc 


but only in accordance 


ance is not needed. Mr. Land will be staying at tne Haddon Hotel, Tel: 784-456-1897. 3. Embassy Bri 


v Afghan businesswomen could learn from the experience of their Tajik counterparts dominated the d 
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and that the MFA views its ultimate role in 


it sets 
specific 
then it is out of the policy. Waxman suggested that 


Waxman said that the dual-use aspect of Wassenaar 
and that the MFAVs Legal Department is 
soliciting input from Israeli 


Waxman said that 


the MFA is willing to 


resolving disputes if 

ata panel comprised of the directors general of 

MOD and MOITAL before referring them to the Prime 
and it has 


and that their respective directors 


some small percentage 


rernment (represented by the Minister of Labor, Rixi Moncada), the private employers\' association (C 
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the case can be sent to the Export Administration 


disputes can be elevated to the President but 


however that the MFA will never be the ministry 


and admitted that the MFA is not intimately 


but acknowledged that the MOD 
and that the MOD 


Ambassador Ziv avoided 
but stressed instead that Israel is 


Y and stressed that the 


J.S. has maintained no official position on the Norwegian sovereignty beyond what is contained in the 
ation in Darfur was mischaracterized and did not involve mass killings; use of development assistance 
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and that some U.S. embassies have full-time 


HaVaretz features an article 


Under Secretary McCormick 


the State Department 


iria\'s contribution to stabilizing and democratizing Iraq. 2. (U) Six U.S. Army personnel from Iraq pro 


iponse Team Training -- Project Description: In this new project, the Department is partnering with tl 
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the international 
including ASEAN countries 


1996-1999) 
designed to find a resolution to 


\" GoL approval was only given the day before her 


with the Lao no doubt well aware of her real 


UNDP had 
\" but had 


with Minister to the President\'s 
and with National Assembly Vice 
a member of the Politburo. In its 
however 

a 


with Pany; UNDP felt Pany agreed to the meeting as a 


an organization that had supported 
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should get much tougher 


MFA notified UNDP that the Deputy High 
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Chamberlin discussed the 

y 

and wished to help 

while she was in Bangkok she had 


who had given her a 


with NSC 


but that they 


they could not 
and she felt strongly that a verbal explanation 


the UNDP ResRep told DCM that he had checked 


and deeply offensive to Lao pride. 


and would convey to both the Lao demand that they 


if possible this should be 


to deliver the same message. 


yreventing would-be jihadis from crossing into Syria and Iraq. COMMENT: Haddad was referring to s 


»presentatives met with the Sudan country director of the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC). NRC s 


ımputer Programs, noted that DETE Minister Micheal Martin had recently written to EU Internal Marke 


jramme Date of the Invitation: March 26, 2006 Loan No: LO - 1558/SF-GY Invitation for Bids N: ASS 
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who see him 


and had not had time to look for the children. Now 
the government would continue the 


and not Thailand was getting blamed for 


but was merely looking for a solution that would 


but felt it merited an effort to get 


the pressure on the GoL should be ratcheted 


an issue that was non-political to demonstrate 


leading us to 


providing their demand for a 


they are 


but 


)DA that will analyze internal and external threats to Belgian interests (ref A). The Belgians inquired a 


¡ NEEDS. END SUMMARY. 2. UNESCO DIRECTOR GENERAL MATSUURA SPOKE THIS PAST 
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one critical 


Deputy HC Chamberlin felt the matter should ideally 


without the 
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he had found the 


Shimmi 
the next month of coordination would 


he acknowledged that the Prime Minister\'s 


Assistant 


MOFA National Security Policy Division 


y 


he was not 


was attractive because it was in the same region 
the location of current Japan Self-Defense Force 
and is a major port city. Following a brief 
Shimmi indicated that Japan 
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Guiglo area\'s continuing insecurity and the risk of militia recruitment there among Liberian renegade 
ca that this candidature will receive carefulconsideration. The Department of Foreign Affair avails its 


Column 4 
Shimmi explained that an 


Balad and seven additional airfields. 

he remarked 

who are taking the assessment team to 
have been pulled away by sudden 
Shimmi said he was 


ata 

ASDF had been reluctant to consider new 

citing security concerns. Shimmi believed that 
noting that 

Shimmi noted that Japan was announcing that same 


March 28 
a matter handled by a separate MOFA 


Shimmi observed 


Y when the current ninth 


Shimmi explained 


Column 5 


that it would resume yen loans for Iraqi 


with all 


‘ticle 505/GPOI -- announcing that GOH confirms acceptance and such acceptance constitutes an ag 
iew PA government. The UN agencies and the UN Special Coordinator (UNSCO) have not received 
29. According to an attorney involved in the case, privately hired Israeli security guards, working in cc 
16 city. The death toll and number of wounded continue to grow. We are concerned that group rage, 
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Shimmi concluded \"everyone 
he acknowledged that the 


the next month of 


reconstruction aid and PRT 


Poloffs conveyed Ref A 
Executive Assistant to Assistant 


Adachi responded that people other than himself would 
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was attractive because it was in the same region 
the location of current Japan Self-Defense Force 
and is a major port city. Following a brief 
Shimmi indicated that Japan 


Shimmi explained that an 


Balad and seven additional airfields. 

he remarked 

who are taking the assessment team to 
have been pulled away by sudden 
Shimmi said he was 


ata 

ASDF had been reluctant to consider new 

citing security concerns. Shimmi believed that 
noting that 

Shimmi noted that Japan was announcing that same 


March 28 
a matter handled by a separate MOFA 
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Y when the current ninth 


Column 5 


that it would resume yen loans for Iraqi 


Schwarz; and Governors Pawlenty (Minnesota), Huntsman (Utah), and Riley (Alabama). Queen Ran 
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Shimmi explained with all 


Shimmi concluded \"everyone 
he acknowledged that the 


the next month of 


reconstruction aid and PRT 


Poloffs conveyed Ref A 
Executive Assistant to Assistant 


Adachi responded that people other than himself would 
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Partnership observers reported 


Partnership expressed its regret that 

threats and 

Partnership was only able to field 500 observers out 
500 that it originally recruited. Partnership 


an in Brasilia, and in Sao Paulo saw officials from the powerful Sao Paulo State Industrial Federation 
-US relations. During that meeting, the Ministers and the Secretary of State reviewed initiatives to pro 
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detained or arrested once they were 


like the previous reports 


the report lacked the 

insight 

no 

is a result of the NGOVs leadership being held in BKGB 
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Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi has 


and the 


and the 


business-like statements 
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and detail Partnership had in its coverage 
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who said \"The 


and a scenario 


\"It is not even on the negotiating table.\" 


who died on March 27. 

which had been decided over the heads of the local 

paying his final respects at the 

wore a drawn expression when he said \"He 
telling me to go in with a firm 


\"Opposing the coastal plan was like Mr. Kishimoto\'s 


compromise will not be easy to come by. The 


called to pay for making light of 


an international character based on the highest international standards of justice. 2. (U) The resoluti: 
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2006 


Okinawa Prefecture. 


Defense 


Okinawa Prefecture 


the day before Defense Agency Director General 
Shimabukuro showed his understanding on the government\'s 
the mayor rejected the governmentVs proposal just as he 


V the mayor said. 


the government clarified its intention to modify the 


a US military base located in Nago. The 


which was against the bilateral agreement sat down at 


the government\'s proposal was only to turn the runway 10 


Nago City called for the government to build a sea-based 


V says a 


ANGDALE 
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the Japanese and US governments released an interim 


the government has given up on that plan. 


\" says one senior official of the 


according to 


the government has to pay for that facing rough going 


as long as there is no progress on 
will not comply with Japan\'s proposal to alleviate 


having only itself to 


Niwa-Koga Ibuki -- looking 
March 29 2006 
Liberal 


moves by main factions will still likely to 


finally having 


Column 4 


\" said 76-year-old 
speaking enthusiastically to 


who used to head that 
stepped down from the chairman\'s post to take 
as well as 


the House of Councillors members of the faction 


therefore 


which has 


he rejoined the LDP and entered the then Obuchi 


opposing the government\'s postal-privatization bills 


who once 


expounds his theory that the regional 


61-year-old Yuya Niwa and 65-year- 
having been founded by Hayato Ikeda 


when 
until Feb. 23. Horiuchi resigned 


Column 5 


was unable to pick 
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Koga disappointed many faction members for walking out 

who served twice as health 

as co-chairmen. 


politics will be 


\"If we 


we will be able to fulfill a significant role when the 


68 who became chairman of the faction 
is known as a policy specialist. 

who had 

left the LDP the faction last December 

he says VI want the (next 


which wielded power. Some junior lawmakers in the 


\"Kochikai has lost its influence." 


even after the chairman\'s post was 


spending propensity 
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and personal consumption and capital investment are 


a 


000 to 80 000 yen have been in 
the men\'s suit section 


000 to 60 000 yen sold well last year. Onward Kashiye 


but they have begun to buy better products and are 


\"The Premium Malt.\" Its price is about 40 yen higher than 


a chain of family restaurants 
has attracted many young customers in 


the consumer-attitude index was 49.8% the highest 


the number of 


owing to household 


which is said to 


‘ineries must sell a set portion of the refined product to Belarusian enterprises, many of whom are sta 


ater that day with a concussion from the beating. On March 29, while police attempted to detain Sivc 
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\" 


marking a 7.5-point increase over that of seven years 
so-called 


recent senior citizens 


too 


seeing the 


if the employment situation surrounding the younger 
consumer confidence might be 


000 over the past three years. But 
and there are still 2 million 


personal consumption has finally picked up. In 
it is imperative for the 


such 
as well as 


Column 5 


are now the central players in the 
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capable workers are now 


who rescued it from the 


for instance 

cutting down purchasing costs and retrenching 
he put an end to the Japanese style of 

he introduced a merit system so that employees 


stimulated by GhosnVs 
other Japanese firms began planning to depart from the 


and your story is of great help to me 
only two months after his 


having an interest in GhosnVs 
took his cue from the CEO for his 


Nissan installed a 28-year-old woman in 


employees even in their 20s can be 
26 


explaining: Employees 
so the reason for promotion has become clear.\" 


the truth is that weak workers coming out of the old 


worker lives in Tokyo 


Column 5 


closing down 


\" 


the GRM,s actions are in violation of the concession agreement and Mozambican law, and will likely f 


ypje and Amembassy Belgrade. Post will also make arrangements for transportation for official meetir 
ıd human rights. Recent events in Kenya, notably the constitutional referendum of November 2005 a 


| country clearance request it should be done by separate cable. The cable should include SSN, and 


Column 4 


but in actuality 
he was told by the firm one- 
\"Our contract with you will be shifted to a part-timer 


\" Koyabashi noted. 


temporary employees and dispatched 


600 
690 


the manufacturing industry is allowed 


the JCUF has received inquiries from 


firms have abandoned the previous Japanese style of 


Column 5 


he is no more 


000 persons in 2001 but rose to 
000 atthe end of 2005. 


Column 4 Column 5 


2006 
Roppongi Hills opened as Tokyo\'s new landmark. The 


which houses 
financial institutions and many 


including one unit renting 


mostly successful young entrepreneurs often throw 


which undertook the 
explained the reason why the company 


but is there any other firm that deals with the 


the Koizumi administration temporarily lowered the tax 


the Koizumi administration has forced greater 


the \"third beer Y and abolished the added spouse 


the portion of medical expenses borne by salaried 


which had been frozen for years and the national 


respectively. 
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which is small but they are a heavy burden on the 


44 who works at amid-sized Tokyo machine r 


| drink low-malt beer 


Hirai makes slightly over 8 million yen 


respectively this spring. Their tuitions 
his family dug into their savings. Tax 
like Hirai\'s. 


the Central Council for Financial Services 


but a high-handed approach 
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Hun Sen also secured 


and visited markets and factories. President Roh 


poloff met with Koh Jae-Myong Deputy 
Southeast 
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at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 


Labor Finance 
Agriculture Environment 
as well as approximately 30 Cambodian 

the Cambodians\' main 


an opaque corrupt 


the Cambodian delegation reached a \"gentleman\'s 


and efficient work permit application process 


and Garak Fish Market in 
Cambodian government officials and 


as well 
which 
said 
the 
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Y and if beef were not resolved soon the issue would 
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but this issue should melt away after it is passed by 

presumably on March 27. The Prime Minister 

was well aware that the beef ban could erode 

however must be very careful to navigate the 
\" the Vice 


and has 


he suggested. 


Vice Minister 
in contrast to Yabunaka did 


he 


Kinoshita pushed back. 
set for Tokyo 


but reminded Bhatia what Agriculture 


Assistant Chief 


1any pastoralists from utilizing traditional dry season coping mechanisms. The Government of Kenya 
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including beef. The Prime Minister understood 
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other than beef the challenges ahead 
he added in the context 


should take advantage of the intervening 


both sides should develop acommon 
the leaders 


and Yabunaka and Kusaka echoed it in their separate 
Ando and Kusaka said they hoped the United 


narket appears to be dealing with the government\'s prices for the moment. Buyers predict more pro 
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\" exploring how 


as another area for future 


Kusaka complained that the 


he said the 


and Bhatia expressed his hope that Japan 


he said that 


he said was very 


often 


Yabunaka 


Column 4 


but the United States would like to see 


so the deadlines are 


including the one vote margin of victory for 


Japan was ready -- particularly in 
or NAMA 
he argued 


Agriculture Minister 
and Trade Minister Nikai 


where the institution is not known to 
Vice Minister 


but noted 


Bhatia 


on IPR and auto parts. The Deputy Trade 


there 
and 


Column 5 


talks. Japan has the most 
from the Prime 
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and was preparing them. 


he 
but as a full-fledged \"responsible stakeholder.\" 
reflecting the ambivalence of Minister Nikai -- who 


but suggested there were other ways 


he asserted could 
particularly if it looks like Japan 


Y he said. The Vice 
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calling that support an intrusion into 


which has been used to deny 
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is pessimistic about chances to 


had \"further complicated\" the ongoing 


given that one conviction 


Timotei had criticized the HRR for \"recognizing\" 
MOC Bishop Naum apologized for Bishop 


the HRR 


however focused on the HRRVs 


and highlighted our 


Archbishop Stefan defended the primacy 


but such churches must recognize 


\" Archbishop Stefan said asserting that 
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the 


by passing an Action Plan 
has committed to 


the Macedonian government has so far resisted 


Commission 


but said he was unwilling to provoke a 


although the legal changes required to meet 


there is no indication that the two 
Alexei proposed an \"autonomous\" status for 


preserving the nominal authority of the SOC over 


adding that the MOC and SOC 
informal contacts. He said he believed 


oarty parliament. Any public statement we make runs a serious risk of being used in ways we would | 


possesses top secret security clearance. 3. Mr. Canuel\'s portfolio at post include E.U. affairs. Althou 
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the legal troubles of that group\'s 
and the disputed claims of SOC authority over the MOC 


we will continue to emphasize the importance of 


we will stress that no 
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while continuing its 


as AIT had implied when delivering 


Taiwan would immediately 


and for all items on the 89-item sensitive 


other agencies and with the new MOEA 


to 


oot of the problem in Ninewa is poor communication and coordination by Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) < 
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but that 


he could not estimate the additional number of 


AIT believes that 
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Tottori University 


rules on 
and sterilization protocols 


nine prefectures including 
Kyoto 


and covers all 
such as 
the prefectures 
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Hyogo 


1 growing USG concerns regarding Iranian intent in the region. On Iraq, Welch noted the USGQs gr 
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Manager of Nisshinbo Industries Inc.\'s GAIACOT 
to receive an update on the development of the 


Nisshinbo\'s studies show that the mask may be effective 


but 
Nisshinbo was using ten 


because the 
Labor and Welfare (MHLW) has not yet 
the manufacturer had to remove 


and that government agencies were not providing 


Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) are focusing 


but they are not approaching 
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who are the most subject to 
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which always casts a light on labor in Kuwait.\" 
the expansion of the conference to two 


Moez Doraid told 


including TIP. Doraid was 


the 


pioneering role in the field of protecting 


academia civil society 


but requires specific guidance about which 
what topics should or should not be 
what kinds of workshops can be organized how 
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its activities continued for 15 

and the number of its members grew from 17 to 21 MPs 

given the work and findings of the 

there was no need to open a wider investigation 

the Committee obtained 


and conducted interviews with 14 officials. 
2005 and confirmed 


but found no legal justification for 


the Bulgarian government 


we provided a 


but these failed to shed any additional light on the 
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under 


ing technocrat to lead it. End summary. 2. SOC General Manager Al LuVaybi visited the REO on Μαι 


Column 4 


including shifting political alliances 
and not meeting the basic 


but it is unclear if there was a final reason for his 


but declined. He was 


s compound) 


and her 


only two Ministries were 


Parliament 


leaving only one woman in the Cabinet. 


the Wolesi Jirga (WJ). In order to expedite 
the WJ has decided to have each 
then 


but given the slow pace of 


Column 5 


the 


making his confirmation unlikely. 


Washington, D.C. 20008, telephone 202) 939-9200. 4. Departure tax for Grenada is XCD$50.00 or 


cause it would have strictly forbidden international and domestic financing from NGOs and non-profit 


Column 4 
this is an ambitious plan. In any case 


and members will not reconvene 

including 

have stated publicly that they intend to 

not 

Rabbani told POLOFFs 

we are choosing 

how close they will hold to that line remains in 
according to unconfirmed reports 


the two contested prior votes about the 


and whether votes on ministers 


Dr. Spanta was a 


he participated 


some within the international community have 


he has a tough act to 


Column 5 


\"we are not 
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Dr. Reza is known to the Embassy for his 


Wisconsin Reza completed medical school 


he served as the Swedish Committee 


5 rise to 


and serving as Ahmad Shah Massoud\'s personal 
Reza left Afghanistan to work with the ICRC in 


Iraq and Yugoslavia. He returned in February 2002 to 
staffing and 


honest and 


s 


standards promotion 
have long hoped for a more activist 


Column 4 
and her family still lives there. After 
she began working for the Afghan Independent 


who uniformly describe her as a 


where he 
Ahmad also worked in the Embassy in New Delhi. 


a Tajik from Kabul 
Zia 
Pakistan. He 


a Hazara 


formerly managing mines in northern Afghanistan and 


not corrupt 


a Pashtun from Khost 


Column 5 


has been Deputy Minister of 


is the current Deputy Minister of 


and committed to 


was reportedly suggested 


Column 4 Column 5 
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\" it has become unclear whom to pay and how much. 


however see corruption 


2005 \"Tulip 
\"then-Prime Minister Bakiyev spoke out decisively 


in the months following the March events corrupt 


rather than weeks. 
the then-General Manager of the Bishkek Hyatt 
said his hotel's importers noticed a significant 


government corruption levels quickly 
and the administration\'s anti-corruption efforts 
government 


Executive Director of Kyrgyzstan\'s International 


39 percent reported no change 13 percent 
and 30 percent noted much 


Column 4 


medium to small-scale businesses encounter 


inspections 
director of Ermex 
noted that corrupt tax and customs officials 


they often drag 


Enterprise Development Specialist 
told the Embassy that the Kyrgyz 
and corrupt 


LACK OF POLITICAL WILL FUEL CORRUPTION 


President of the 
lamented the pervasiveness of 


whom he said had to find some way to feed 


which 
and low 


but noted that increasing 
000 per 


000 per month. He believes the only way to 


Column 5 


customs 
a computer firm 


sing monitored at this time. 2. According to the World Health Organization, immunofluorescence ant 
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but they still plan to pay whatever bribe needs 


civil unrest and the governmentVs 


which criminalizes bribery. Large 


yet smaller 


has grown from six dues-paying 


larger and takes a 
preferring to issue policy 
rather 


Chairman of the International Business 
has also joined Amcham. Rausch joined after having 


which was 


AmCham Director in Kyrgyzstan told Pol/Econ Chief 


e financial services sector. Malaysia also continues to stymie Australia,s attempt to negotiate an FT/ 
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there is 
the president of Beta Stores (Kyrgyzstan\'s 
2005 causing millions of 


he did admit that 


the IBC and 


which encourage 


can also serve to strengthen Kyrgyz political 
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and from Aloisia Woergetter head of 


such as biomass and biofuels. Austria has 


Austria is concentrating its efforts on 
V primarily in Eastern Europe but also 


including 
Bulgaria and Romania 
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Austria helped to set up the Bulgarian Energy 
which focuses on power-heat coupling and 
the focus in Romania is 


Slovakia Slovenia 

including hydropower biomass 

carbon sequestration and wind energy. Lechner 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and 

China and India. Moreover Austria actively 


public-private partnerships 
and use of the Kyoto 


which contributes most to rising CO2 emissions. 
incentives for 
increased use of 


surity clearance. Cables must include the ASEC Tag to ensure distribution to the RSO office. COMP 
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incentives for 
and transferring freight from roads to 


and adding more energy from renewable 


with participation from Austrian federal 
as well as from approximately 50 


Otto-Bauer-Gasse 6 A-1060 Vienna; phone 43-1- 
fax 43-1-5861524-40\' email 
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the 


taking into account that democracy is a process and 
but he will be guided by 
including the 


OSCE needs to change but the CIS countries need to 
too. More equal attention to OSCEVs three dimensions 
not less 


, met with DCM Donovan on March 27. Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) Northeast Asia 


za City) had returned positive for Al and that the area had been placed under quarantine March 23. V 
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de Gucht 


BUT MUST SUBMIT ITS DOCUMENTS 


it will 


looking embarrassed 


and then had to 


but hoped to submit it\'s re-registration package by the 


and 
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citing 


progress will have been made. End Summary. 


FM Wangchuk invited his 


expressed 
and 


Tshering remarked. (Note: PolCouns requested 
which Tshering 


\" and there is a sense in Thimphu that Nepal is 
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we suggest continued support for the bilateral 
including direct appeals to King Wangchuck to 


3/30/2006 11:37 O6TELAVIV1236 


Column 4 Column 5 
then we too will 


Abbas called on the new Israeli 


but that meetings are otherwise permitted for 


since US law 


during their meetings with IsraelVs 
that that the 


Canada 


a would-be 


leader of the Gil 
to the Knesset. Eitan is considered 


ition and infrastructure investment in Nigeria. They also signed a Product Sharing Agreement worth £ 
y agreed with the Ambassador\'s suggestion that they invite the Australian and Japanese Ambassadı 


cipation. The State Department Middle East Partnership Initiative office (NEA/PI) will be 


Column 4 


the most popular 
has become a hit. 


when clocks will be moved forward 


April 2 


left-leaning HaVaretz editorialized: \"The 


are very disturbing.\" 


withdrawal to 


independent Jerusalem Post 


pluralist Yediot Aharonot: \"[Olmert] will 


Column 5 


Israel will be eight hours ahead 
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left-leaning HaVaretz editorialized (March 
Ehud Olmert promised to bring 


and it is in effect 
in whose hands the Israeli public has 


according 


are very disturbing. If this measure is 
it may never be done at all.\" 


or will even try to do 


withdrawal to the separation fence will 


the stronghold of Israeli 
will have to shrink.... The [resulting] map 


and it will allow the Americans to 


Olmert will have to 


too is not 


independent Jerusalem Post 


and Basra. The issue has sustained its high media profile throughout the month of March. END SUM 
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that he had \'no plans\' for further 
Olmert promised to establish our 


it is very important that Olmert resolve the 


and by implementing that promise in a sincere 


persuasion and force 


but that 


V further withdrawals would 


the more understanding and 


pluralist Yediot Aharonot (March 30): 


Ismail 


and act as ifthe Palestinians do 


Still to Be Formed Coalition \" 


tto the 1951 Defense Agreement. Our readiness to offer concrete and credible proposa 

ο intimidate political opponents, and ensuring Cambodia\'s new laws are consistent with the C 
. These costs include, but are not limited to: American and LES staff ov 

costs attributed to their visit. These costs include, but are not limited to: American and LES 
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the differences between the right and the 


as always 


the opposition [to Olmert\'s 


but he ... already warned that 


and therefore . [after some 


but 
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Abadi pointed to the 


2006 

Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI) 

Sen. Jesse Bingaman (D-NM) 
and Sen. Ken Salazar (D-CO) 


Column 5 


leading to a situation in 


O6BAGHDAD1040 


Sen. John Warner 
Sen. Jeff Sessions 
Sen. Craig 
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leading 
and occupying their own battle 


as fourteen of the eighteen 


s recent statement that 


but al-Qaida 


meaning that Sunni and Shia live 


himself is a Sunni-Shia 


Abadi responded no. He claimed violence 


rican Chamber of Commerce (AmCham) representatives met March 17 with Taiwan Minister without 


usinesses. In a separate, but likely related move, the Central Bank has severely limited UzDaewoo,s 


Column 4 


Column 5 
including 


and mans 136 checkpoints on the 


Abadi said cooperation 


particularly Mogtada 


overwhelmed 


the Year of 


the necessary training equipment 


and easily intimidated. 


Ministry of Justice 
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ethno-sectarian violence 


Mol and 


and were further mystified 


EmbOff explained 


responding that Iraq is in 
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but 
econoff met with Rabih Haber Managing 


a private marketing data 


\"\"middle class \"\"lower class 


Haber was able to give a independent picture of 


16 Minister Agim Ceku, but the EU is still asleep at the transfer switch, even as UNMIK prepares to di 


Column 4 
defined as \"lower lower class 


qada Bcharre had 53 percent in 

and qada ΕΙ Minieh-Dinnieh had 52 percent in 
Tripoli 

were home to fewer families below the poverty level 
25 


even qadas in the Biga Valley and southern 
according 


while further inland southern qadas 

the worst southern qada had 

the percentage of families living in poverty 
18 percent in West Biga 


13 percent in Rachaya 
however 


the second lowest in Lebanon. The Mount Lebanon region 


14 
12 percent in Jbeil 


like in the Biga 
there were high percentages of 


the highest rate of V'upper class\" households 


two-thirds of Beirut 


Column 5 
\"in each qada of 


Zghorta 


and 23 percent respectively; but were still 


14 
and nearly 20 
that qadas 


13 percent in Kesrouan 


Column 4 


\" if not in poverty. For example 
saw 75 percent 
and just 10 percent in 


had 23 percent of residents university-educated. In 
another poor qada 


Batroun (16 percent) 
but 
further 


which 


such as Akkar 


the qada with the highest poverty 
was also the only qada where more than a tenth of 


Hermel 
with 10 or more members. Qadas that are 


Column 5 


qada Tyre 


22 percent of residents 


and Chouf (16 


there are less 


and Baalbeck all had at least five percent 


Jamad Al Khalifa, accompanied by Shaikh Khalid, met with the Vice President, Secretary Rice, Secre 
rvers note that the Constitutional Tribunal action may have given the GOB a timely exit opportunity, a 


of the market was contrary to the interests of some business and government leaders. For example, | 


1 two southwestern Kosovo villages, ethnically mixed before the war but completely Albanian since a 1 
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CICIR Deputy 

an 


the PRC is concerned that 


then \"what\'s the 
V Yang asked. The PRC also sees civilian cooperation 


mporary detention for those suspects who may subsequently be transferred to the U.S. for p 
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according to Yang. The deal could 


the European Union and Russia since the three 


according to Yang. 


Yang stated. Musharraf has a 


Director of CICIR\'s South Asian Studies Division 


Hu argued. 


how might India react? China is concerned 


the United States is aware that Pakistan will 


P/03/2006 1. This invitation for Bids follow the General Procurement Notice for this project that apy 


Presidential chief of staff Rybachuk told us March 28 that incumbent Kiev mayor Omelchenko had cc 
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noting 


Gilley asked the academics if China has had direct 


who have 


he asserted. China objects to the deal 


attitudes 


stated Ouyang who asked if the 
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Senior Professional Staff Committee on 
Staff Director of the Subcommittee on 


Embassy Control Officer 
Embassy Notetaker 


Assistant President of CICIR and Director of 


Deputy Director CICIR Institute for 
Director Division for South Asian Studies 
Director CICIR Center for Counterterrorism Studies 


CICIR International Exchanges program officer 
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scheduled to be 


sion. End Summary. 2. (C) On March 27 Poloff delivered reftel points to Cascio and asked 


Column 4 


tensions between the LTTE and a 
referred to in the vernacular as 
have run high in the district. 


the Tamil 


an 


the LTTE called a hartal (strike) 


merchants 
opening and closing their 


UNHCR 

\"On the 

a working relationship exists between the 
but no national body is 


tensions between the LTTE and the Karuna 


D.D. David 


echoed this sentiment 


\"People are afraid to talk 


it\'s 


Column 5 


but 


General 


saying civilians 


not 


ent. A member of the committee\'s staff then noted the presence or absence of the necessary docu 
nt8 and the foiled coup attempt of March 21. Two March 27 articles critical of President Jammeh ma: 


Column 4 


and to some degree the anti-LTTE Eelam 
enjoy military 


Column 5 


but glanced 
unsure whether passers-by 


with no visible moves by the 


still visibly shocked by the 


also reported that Karuna cadres have 


causing the 


as well as threats 


Government Agent C. 
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pre-election election violence 


although the United 


UPFA anti-LTTE EPDP 


Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC) 


Batticaloa has the dubious distinction 


\"the 
buttressed 
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mass-appeal Arabic daily Al-Arab Al-Yawm 
the Israeli elections 
headed by 


. No derogatory information found. Request additional vetting through WHA and INL. Embass 
Survival (ILEA/FBI); Anti-Corruption training (USAID). Carlos de Jesus Pozo DOB: 8/30/1961 POB: I 
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and both 


and there is nothing on the table except the 


security and settlements levels in 


Palestinian Israeli 
serve to maintain the status quo. It 


a truce interrupted at times 


finalize the secure 

and continue the active 
this 

but rather active 


like 


and the presence of Hamas in authority will 


independent Arabic daily Al-Ghad (03/30): 


Olmert feels that he now has popular 
attention must be given to the 


and in turn 
which has designed its foreign policy strategy 
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do not oppose the 


the presence 


like inviting the Palestinians to 
knowing well that Hamas will not 
consequently giving him an additional 


and 


the result of which will be that all 


no silver lining\" 


the Israeli election results 


Olmert will pay lip 


while preparing to act unilaterally 


ational Defense University in Washington, D.C. from 14 June 2006 - 6 June 2007. Embassy Bangko 
2006. Embassy Bangkok possesses no credible information of gross violations of human rights by tr 
CA from June 2006 - Dec. 2007. Embassy Bangkok possesses no credible information of gross viol: 
rca, AZ from 30 May 2006 - 29 Sep 2006. Embassy Bangkok possesses no credible information of 


; in order, as the Government considers its response to President Xanana Gusmao\'s con 
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in spite of offers by the new 


Olmert will undoubtedly be aided and 


Hamas rather than the disease 
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Ambassador 
State. 


(a) 


US Embassy 


Mahmadali Hakimov 
textiles 
banking 


head οἱ \"Zamin 


and hotels 


\" he lamented. When asked who could curb 
Hakimov admitted he had too many business equities 


and a recent survey published in the \"Asia-Plus\" 


65% of those surveyed would talk about corruption. 
the November 


life or their personal problems. END 


and no 


nade previously by the MFA Director General for Sub-Saharan Africa, Arma 


Column 4 


but government and international efforts have yet to 


kickbacks and \"service 


preferring someone else to take the 
represents acommon response. 


Bishkek 
THERE 


from cradle to grave 
to grease the wheels 


the lights on and the water 
many families pay someone who \"takes care of it 
the service fee ensures 


for example 


but he needs to pay for the exams (around 20 
or $6) 


food 
ranging 
to several 


professors 


thus disadvantaging poor students who cannot afford 


Column 5 


Kabul and Tashkent. 
EVERYWHERE 


Tajik 


admitted paying \"service 


or he won\'t receive a passing grade. Teac 


or equipment. 
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all medical services are officially free of charge 


laboratory tests 


written prescriptions 
or just to get an earlier appointment. 


so wages are supplemented by extra 
sometimes in the form of food 


the Ministry of Health inaugurated the 
V introducing co-payments for 
but President Rahmonov suspended the 


physicians would receive a regulated (although 
not to the individual doctors thus capping 


albeit at a living wage. 


V quipped the American head of 


traffic police with 


unless their documents were not in 


smiling and shrugging until the frustrated traffic 


and on the main arteries and 


and that Kazakh President Nazarbayev would raise it 


Column 4 


from checking receipts in the cash register to 


small and medium 


knowing that had she done 
they could have found her guilty of the exact violation 
and ask for an even bigger payment to 


Chief of the Tajik 


is responsible for issuing not only visas to foreign 


Kholnazarov 
depending on how 


but dissent from 

several airlines 

rendered this law moot. Kholnazarov is guaranteed 
even 


\"Kholnazarov 
pointed to a picture of 
VAs long as he is President 


seat availability often depends on whom you 
and the extra charges can range from $6 on internal 
a 


Column 5 


and the Russian border 


after being scolded by 


| will be 


to capture and quantify Azerbaijan\'s oilrevenue. The State Oil Company\'s (SOCAR) lack of transp. 


‘ty does not seem ready to crash yet. End Summary. FUNCINPEC\'s Fortunes Take Another Drop -- 


Column 4 


but paid $315 for a ticket with an official 


in the case ofthe Embassy 


000 


this can quickly provide a high return on the initial 
not to mention extra side revenue earned through 


\" he told 

| will need to talk to Mr. Franklin to decide 
puzzled 

do you?\" the official asked. \"l 

and | need to 

as do the people below me and above me." 


but will be more forthcoming with their fellow Tajiks 


but the result is poor medical 
poor public health 


be it as a 
perpetuates itself as each 


Column 5 


thus giving the manager the ability to charg 


and returned a few 


and under-educated and unqualified 


iting in the Linyuan Petrochemical Zone, including CPC\'s facilities, had long polluted th 
of which Kaohsiung\'s Sixth Container Terminal was one. (Ref C) 2. Ma Chien-kang, Deputy Chi 


Column 4 


those closest to President 
remain immune. 


told Embassy staff the 


the Swedish International Development 


\" 


obtaining a license 
the mechanism for responding 


and issues of confidentiality 


the press 
bu 
published a full-page 


the Kulob Civil Society Support Center held a roundtable 
inviting political parties and local NGOs 


Column 5 


wa Black at Hotel Victory, Tel# 038/543 277; www.hotel-victory.com. The Hotel Victory accepts cash 


ance. If level of clearance was not provided in the original country clearance request it should be done 
s American citizens, but at this time, post believes only Yeh Vang was a registered citizen. After cons 
a clearance. If level of clearance was not provided in the original country clearance request it should 


mission convened the first six-month review of the national response to HIV and AIDS for the year 20 


Column 4 


thus creating momentum 


or refusing to 
bribes. Plus 


and ask not how they can hold their government 


but how they 


the governmentVs 
someone 
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adding that there were even rumors of payments 


Urosa seemed much at home in his new garb 
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Y however. 


Embassy POC will be Poloff Howard 
at 


Column 5 


many Tajiks see the luxury cars and 


too 
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3 areas of the Mission must provide proof of a clearance. If level of clearance was not provided in the 


sporting pessimistic leaks coming from TRT officials worried about the party\'s 
3 areas of the Mission must provide proof of a clearance. If level of clearance was not provided in the 
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and 


reports 


with Sikhs occupying senior 


having begun with the Indian 


we have been unable to 


recent press announcements have 


Column 4 


Inhuman or Degrading treatment or Punishment 
less 

and narly 10 

the Indian government 

India has good-faith 


High Visibility 


as we have 


\"Punjabi Kesari\" editor Avinash 


who was extradited from Portugal last 


1993 Mumbai bombings that killed 250 and injured 
particularly after 


Mission 


the May 2005 Delhi 


Haryana 


not by extrajudicial killings or other police 


Column 5 


High Accountability 


and Punjab maintained professional stande 


hould include SSN, and the name of the agency granting the security clearance. Cables must include 


) 668-9612 after hours. GENERAL TRAVEL INFORMATION 4. Please be advised that there are n 
sh Chamber of Commerce. 2. (SBU) An analysis of press reporting turned up little concr 


1 to Islamabad. 4. Post assumes travelers have TS security clearance unless notified otherwise 


Column 4 


but now has over a 


\" agcording to the Protection of 
the NHRC is 


and may seize any such document.\" 


the contours of the India-US relationship 
we now have a broad-based and 


including 
which was lacking in 1997. Furthermore 


including for 
and would be more vigilant about not 
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followed by more technical briefings on security 


a two-star 
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! process between the EC and Microsoft. Austria would therefore not have any coordinating role in its 


Column 4 Column 5 


from our viewpoint in recent years the 


with little real discussion. Nor has the CWG 


and the Turkish military briefs on what 


our EUCOM colleagues would prefer to 


in part 


and also because GOT 


EUCOM'Y's Europe Division Chief of the 
Policy and Strategy Directorate 


or replacing it with a more genuine 


we would recommend that the security 


and of course this should continue. 
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the Resident British Commissioners posted to the 


the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 


the U.K. has diplomats posted only to 


where it is unlikely however 
the 
however the small size of the 


Emboffs can typically gather enough 
in which interest is heightened 


Post 
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when he runs afoul of the 


ear residency requirement, which mandates that all parliamentary candidates spend the five years pri 
answers directly to the President, rather than the Defense Ministry, and is the best paid and equipped 
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and 


but made it clear March 28 that he and 


Thevenin (who served most 
but itVs not free 
\"he said. Thevenin went on to outline the many ways in 


from restrictions on 


but not freedom of 
V Thevenin concluded. Thevenin agreed with ref (b) 


but we\'ve seen how they spin these 
Y he said. \"I can\'t imagine the pope 


Cardinal Francis George of Chicago 


emphasizing that Martino did not speak 


Ortega will be speaking at a meeting of the 


line upon their governments. An economic union could also better position the OECS to compete in 


Column 4 


a consultative body for the pope and Secretariat 


when he runs afoul of the Secretariat -- the Holy See 


Martino will continue to speak 
and confuse some observers as to the Holy See\'s 
he is influential 
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which included the musical talents of 
Fehri 

was influenced by traditional 


with reports in almost all of the Tunisian 


a former professional 
met renowned Tunisian oudist and composer Riadh 


Fehri 
and three other young American bluegrass 


in Arabic). 


Tunis PA 
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Martino 


and 
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three other young American musicians 


Lasaad Hosni 


|, poloff advised MFA UN Director Imran Ahmad Siddiqui of the timeline for pre-notification and submi: 
ıts and participation in Naval exercises with allied countries:- S.No. Description 
andidate RK Tewari, presently a member of India\'s Appellate Tribunal for Forfeiture of Properties. Pc 


dgetown requests an outbrief be provided to the Political-Economic Section relating to activities while 
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Ann Marie Calhoun Zack 
and Brian Calhoun are childhood friends of Brennan 


blending a master\'s ability in 


recently recorded with the multi-platinum Dave 
and is currently touring with Jethro Tull. 


Massachusetts and co-founded the 


he is part owner of the 


2006 when 
enthusiastic crowd at the Municipal 


highlighted at a joint press conference at 
was very well-received by the Tunisian media 


with two of them 


\"In the end we swear 
certain difficult issues between 


ourselves for the 
with this type of concert." 


iscussions. One Tajik entrepreneur from a small village told an insightful and touching story about pa 


;OHEP), and the secretaries general of the three labor confederations. 2. The revised daily minimum 
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binding 
the fluidity and lightness of its notes and 
and the solid complicity between the Tunisian and 


the American musicians appearing as the 
V spent a day at the Higher 


often 
Walker\'s Run performed a 
plus the director of 


the American musicians invited their 
again integrating American and Tunisian music. 


while the invited dignitaries stood in 


it was noteworthy that even those 


this is the first time 


reaching out to Tunisians 
was the variable that made the difference in 


' 1920 Treaty of Spitzbergen, other countries have defined positions which are at odds wit 
a funds would keep Sudan united; and CPA implementation has been slowed b 


Column 4 


which 


can be replicated throughout the NEA region and 


circulation 42 


circulation 25 


circulation 25 


circulation 27 


circulation 25 


circulation 35 
2006 \"Kantara show in the Municipal Theater: Music 


circulation 35 
2006 \"In a press conference held by the Tunisian- 
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called for the Crimean parliament race to be 
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000): 


000): 


000): 


000): 


000): 


000): 


000): 
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vided military policing, detention, and non-lethal use of force training to th 


he ΕΒΙ to provide needed training and technical assistance in the fields of 
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Liliya Budzhurova was 


saying it had not 


we sensed a strong resonance for the 
anti-West anti-U.S. 


Vitrenko\'s People\'s Opposition the Communists and 


according to Crimean Tatar activist Nadir 
as Regions compteted against a greater array of 


Regions received 58 percent of 


but they\'re our SOBs \" one local polling station 


a component of the 


Column 4 


acommunal council which 
is not a 
and is elected on a different 


formed by the Crimean 
followed by former Crimean 
Rukh (6.9% 

\"Soyuz\" (Union 


Communists (5.8%) 


Lytvyn\'s bloc (2.4%) 
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representing the Tatar 
advocating union with Russia 6.8%) 
and Vitrenko (4.1%). 


People\'s Union Our 


and the Socialists (1.0%). 
appointed in September 
which ran separately from 
cried foul at a March 29 news 


claiming that 


PUOU\'s Crimean 


claiming its observers had documented that voters 


mainly calm election day 


long and complicated ballots and shortages 
our visits to Simferopol precincts March 25 


for 

500 names had been added after an entire block had 
increasing the precinct\'s total number of voters to 
000. Voters at the precinct did at one point did 

but appeared tolerate the 


we also did not observe any 


a problem constantly 


everal on-going prosecutions for recruiting fighters and for border infiltration (ref B). END COMMEN 


serves as coordinator for Kalma camp in South Darfur. NRC sought a meeting with Embassy and US 


Column 4 Column 5 
most 
noting that when problems arose they had 


the mayoral race for Simferopol was 


criminals everywhere? 


and that over 500 


her house was the subject of a 


with 


the victorious candidate to head the Mirny village 
died early March 30 after a 


presidential chief of staff Rybachuk 
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at Commissioner (and former Irish Finance Minister) Charlie McCreevy to alert tne Commission to th 


P/03/2006 1. This invitation for Bids follow the General Procurement Notice for this project that apy 


ibout the Global Relief Fund (GRF) case (refs B and C), but post understands that at present 


Column 4 
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FDA Deputy D/Commissioner Murray 


such as the Vioxx 
visiting Brussels in 
had encouraged Minister Demotte to move 


Els 
Alex Monteiro (Minister\'s 


and Leen Meulenberg (International Relations). 


and bilateral applicability of confidentiality 


and 


Lumpkin 


and sounded optimistic about an agreement in 


Polish Carpenters! 


who threaten the 


000 estimated Polish 


they 
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FRIDAY MORNING, 24 MARCH 2006, TO A GENERAL INFORMATION MEETING ON THE RATIFK 
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while an illegal Polish worker will 


and says it is not against 


however in part because the taxes and social 


Belgium\'s leading telecommunications company 
mobile internet 
has pursued competitor Telindus 


with Belgacom acquiring 98.31% of Telindus 


after the successful closure of 
Telindus was 


the dominant face of mobile 
while Mobistar the leading 
is part of Orange Group which in turn is 


which owned 


because the Mobistar shares do not represent a 
\" after the merger Belgacom will divest 


the Netherlands has become Belgium\'s single 
overtaking the historical trade 


the increased prices 


while it has maintained trade surpluses with 


js. She observed moreover that PM Konan Banny, backed by the International Working Gro 
alf of this opportunity to renew to te Embassy of the United States of America t 


¡reement between Honduras and the United States as of March 28. Scanned versions of the two note 
any instructions from New York and are still dealing with the PA until advised otherwise. The World B 
injunction with Israeli Border Police, carried out the removal of the Guzlan family less than one hour € 
fuelled by high-profile funeral ceremonies, could become a pretext for further violence. End Summa 
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while the U.K. ranks as 


raising over 4 


Galler has announced an increase in its 


Lebanon and Qatar. 


but now expands to include 33% holding by 


reinvestment in a 


in respect for the alcohol-free Moslem market? 
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the situation along the line of 


:S 


Column 4 


a third shot when Keay\'s 
anda 
the 


deeper 
\" which Kasprzyk told us he feared was one of the new 


from their positions 


acknowledged he had heard the shots 


\" Kasprzyk told the CDA after 
\" he said. The Azeri side was seeking to improve 


he said. Though he said he believed that the frequency 
he 


higher-caliber 


Column 5 


and 
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in the Northern part of the LOC. The 


a Field Assistant presented a Monitoring 


Personal Representative ofthe CiO 


Office Co-ordinator (Hungary) 
Field Assistant (Ukraine) 


ia, Farouk Kasrawy and Abdullah Woreikat of the King,s office, Rania Attallah ofthe Q 


(FIESP) and Marcos Jank, head of the influential trade NGO ICONE. (See septels.) Subsequently, a 
mote regional economic reform and integration, and underscored the importance of trade as an engi 
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\"MFA\" 
\"MOD\" 
local commander 
local commander 


Field Assistant (United Kingdom) Harri Eronen 


MFA 

MoD 

local commander 
deputy local commander 


two on the Azerbaijani and two on the NK side. 


up to 20 kilometers and weather 
Team 1 already at its covered position 
a 


the PR took the 


escorted by one vehicle from the NK side 


a fourth shot was 


Column 4 


the two vehicles of Team 2 
moved to a point approximately 3 


the Team was 


the 


where this Monitoring was 
three were reported in the 


Tapkarakoyunlu 


continuing to fortify its 


this 


the Azerbaijani 


but the Team 


Column 5 


escorted by one vehicle 


Borsunlu and Alhanly. 


Column 4 Column 5 


and tension remains high. There are 

both during the day and 

Levonarkh and 

using automatic rifles and light- and heavy-caliber 


the NK side has begun firing 

possibly targeting cattle or simply for target 
although he added that the NK side 

four servicemen were reported to 

two in Kiziloba (7 


and two in Jamelya (17 March). Four soldiers 


in Gasangaya (11 February and 


which resulted in casualties lasted for 


the NK side opens fire in the exact place 


on specifies neither the subject matter jurisdiction nor the duration of the tribun 


Column 4 Column 5 


especially as spring approaches and people need to start 


Borsunlu Chaily and Kasangaya are the worst 


local civilians 


a tractor was fired upon as it traveled along the 


including an unusually high number of 


forcing it to be canceled once again highlights 
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but an enhanced cease-fire might not be more 

which is not widely respected. However if this could 

the U.S. 


who also mentioned 


however that 
and that it was 


if Salim finds a reasonable 
to press the 
one could not be confident the rebels 


the process could be manipulated by the 


the Deputy Secretary envisioned support 


limited access to 
and logistical and operational planning 
we 


it was difficult to see how AMIS could be strengthened -- 


the Deputy Secretary noted Sudan\'s 


commenting that in 
many of those protesting UN involvement 


Column 4 Column 5 


the Deputy Secretary noted his expression of 


he emphasized. AU Commission 


as were other AU PSC members but this had to 


the Deputy 
would be to emphasize the shared goal of 


Taha seemed to indicate that he was 

and had even said this to the press but 
the 

but the CPA was a complicated document. We needed 

to ensure that we know how 

we needed 


to encourage North-South 
which could have a positive effect on Darfur. 


the South 

Bonnecorse interjected). All things 

the Deputy Secretary said that Salva Kiir had 
but that would only 


and noted his efforts to help 


Column 4 Column 5 
the PSC might instead express 
but . . A" Bonnecorse said that there should be a 


and at the same time 


with pressure from the international community on 
Khartoum 


and on the Sudanese rebels. He 


one message 


there was likely to be no objection to Western 


which 


which included those at the 
such as Commission Chairman Konare. 


but said that U.S. ties with the 


Column 4 Column 5 


with over a million people 


strengthen AMIS and establish 
and delays 


we needed to study carefully 


if only to deflect some of the blame 


without the risk of 


including 
which would be complicated if there is 


The Deputy Secretary said the mission would require 


the Deputy 


ite owned, at discounted prices. End summary. 2. (C) Estimates of Russian s 


:hik as he was being discharged from the hospital to recover further at home, Sivchik managed t 


Column 4 
whereas for 30 years it wanted to have nothing to do 
and he offered French assistance 


Bonnecorse said that one negative point was that 


and that rebels in Chad 


000 armed Chadians 


Deby and many others in Chad were concerned about 


but at the same time 


but had not 


how much longer would he last? Could an 


the Deputy Secretary said. 


as some have suggested. Bonnecorse thought Deby 


but France had always said that if the 


Column 5 


supplied by Sudan 


were 


ile an insurance claim. The GRM\'s posture in the dispute raises additional concerns about the Moze 


105 during the visit. Accommodations have been arranged in USOP housing. 3. Kosovo is 
ind the exposure of large scale corruption, as well as the upcoming 2007 general ele 


Column 4 Column 5 
itwould have a 


however refused to do 
thus making it 
but it was difficult to 


Bonnecorse said he 


\" Bonnecorse remarked. 


the risk for turmoil was not high. On the other 
Joubert said Deby also feared being overthrown by 


saying that France had been 


for the past 15 years 
the first such period it has 


a follow-up to the previous meeting 


if the parties requested French assistance. 


as well as 


Sudan/Chad/CAR border 


the name of the agency granting the security clearance. Cables must include the ASEC Tag to ensu 
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Bonnecorse said that 
Gbagbo) 


including a 
mentioning 1 500 additional forces. He 


in combination with the U.S. ambassador in Abidjan. 


the Deputy Secretary 


UNMEE in Ethiopia and 
freeing up resources 


which the pro-Gbagbo mob always seizes 


unaggressive terms. END COMMENT.) 
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with the second round scheduled for April. 


and then declare that Kerekou must 


the 


he observed. 


which was based 


and then 
for prosecution. Bonnecorse said the UN 


given the risk that his 


Column 4 


as long as the Chinese were consulted early and the 


he noted. 


and would inform him of anything 
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have also been extremely critical of the government 


too late. End Summary. 


and that the government needs to 
Sabanci also 


Y Sabanci told Sabah 


when President Sezer rejects a government 
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and \"we wonder 
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V he said. Privately a senior banker here told 


\" he said. 


but provides no 


since his high-end strategy has 
he 


since it applies equally to domestic and imported 


whether it is 18 or 8 percent is of 


Suleyman 
at a meeting at the Istanbul Chamber of Industry 


given that the sector though declining 


\" he argued and he 


the textile industry has been among SerdengectiVs 
pressing for speedier rate cuts and 


Prime Minister Erdogan 
arguing that it is 


Column 4 


together with input and labor costs and the size 
he said 

a VAT reduction 

\" Erdogan concluded 

it is your fault.\" The 

Ahmet Zorlu of Zorlu Holdings and Abdulkadir 
who confirmed the Prime Minister\'s point 

and noted the 

and 
\" they said. 


and concern that a similar problem will 


with the Turkish lira dropping to its lowest level 
market and 


which most believe augur an 

that tolerance has been conditioned on the 
those business circles 

could turn on the 


and continue 


and a protracted sunny period is not a foregone 
whether in the Turkish economy or in the skies 
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if the UN dialogue fails 
but expressed doubts 


Column 5 


including a reduced corporate tax 
and investment incentives for 49 
\"and 


O6THEHAGUE685 
the Dutch would 


| (GOK) and several NGOs are responding to the humanitarian needs of more than 80 percent of the 


ıblems later in the season, as higher grades of tobacco come to market. The net effect of Mutharika\ 
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saying that \"through no fault of 


foreign policy spokesperson for the governing 
echoed Bot\'s 


with educated people \" but run by \"crazy 


its people would rally around those ayatollahs. Ormel 
the West must 


saying that he also would 


renunciation of 
and acceptance of the Palestinians\' existing 


and that there was no rush within 


Bot said adding that 


and 


the Iranian government might step in to offer 
further destabilizing the peace process. 


and that as long as the 
it will 


Column 4 Column 5 


but he still felt that Israel would have a 


both Bot and Wexler 


following the election Olmert most likely 
Ormel who successfully 
expressed views similar to Bot\'s on Hamas but 

and 

Dutch 

hospitals and 


while Fatah was a corrupt party that voters came to 


suggested that it deserved more attention as the 


pro-west and democratic 


but suggested that a 


Column 4 


but that there was no real 


\"not yet 


Bot concluded that failure in Iraq 


Wexler met with city council member 


the top vote recipient in Amsterdam\'s 


which includes a 
is now being given at all of 


not tension.\" 


Column 5 


although 


Column 4 Column 5 
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with 


Ricard said 


RG and DGSE 


even that 


said Ricard. As an example 


only he and Bruguiere are given this latitude said 


either as Minister of 
such 


and therefore Bruguiere 


Column 4 


and interest among French Islamic radicals in 


Ricard said he 


and upon his release 


said Ricard. 


and the Paris Prosecutor will 


Ricard did not 


but it would be 


said Ricard. He considered only two of the 


but the 
coupled with their 
had swayed the \"liberty and 


said Ricard. 
Brahim Yadel 


but Ricard 


Ganczarski listening 

one of the 

right behind him. Ganczarski refuses to talk 
said Ricard. \"In another time 


Column 5 


was 


is still in prison. 


he would\'ve been an 


not want. 2. (C) Beyond these political issues, there are severa 


Column 4 
\" Ricard added. 


GICM AND LIBYA 


Ricard said intelligence-sharing 


said 
and he assumed that it was due to political 


the GOF has become more outspoken on human 
though still much less so than the U.S. 

and he expected those arrested to go 

the GOF had picked up some 

said 


but 
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and feels \"pushed up against a wall.\" He concluded 


MEA Joint Secretary for Bangladesh 


and Myanmar said that President Kalam discussed the 


Kumar said 
and told Kalam that he is committed to the Seven 


Kalam told Shwe that the 
and 
Shwe understood the implicit reference to 


Column 5 
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Sri Lanka 


the General brought up the issue on 


ıgh Norway is not an E.U. meber state, it has strong economic and political ies to the E.U. (including ı 


and the judiciary, which has caused the courts to throw out some terrorist and criminal cases due to f: 


Column 4 

then he would \"have to make 

not harder\" by making some progress on 
telling Shwe that 

the General refered 

Shwe was taken aback and told Kalam he 


Kumar implied that 


concurring with 

said that coordinating policies and playing \"good 
bad cop\" might work 

Kumar 

said he was not sure \"blunt 


noting 


because Kalam is not political and \"is his own 


his statements on the GOIVs 


President Kalam\'s supposed 
and the GOIVs 


Column 5 


as we WcanWt let these guys off the 
while insisting that he did not want 
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PRT Leader Provincial 

State. 

(b) (d) 

Mustafa Khokhe Ninewa province 


he claims. He says Tal Afar 
would collapse 


he says it would have a 


that only the U.S. can help. End Summary. 


Khokhe said he has seen what he believed was the 


Iran Syria 
he claimed. It was not just 


‘owing concern regarding IranQs attempts to influence the Iraqi situation and to undermine the stabili 


Column 4 
but also that 


\" said Khokhe 


he claimed 
and for that reason tackling this 
according to 


was to \"seal the border\" with Coalition Forces (CF) and 


Peshmerga 

divided into 

and Turkish 

he said. 

\" said Khokhe 

there was an Islamic tradition were peace 


where \"money\" was 


he said 
Sunni 
on the other hand 


he said. He accused them of funding 


claimed Khokhe 


Khokhe claimed that the Syrian 


he said 


\" said Khokhe when speaking about Kurdish 


\" he said. 


Column 5 


naming the Shammar tribe and Al 


the Al Yawar family was given 


or Iraqi control 


Iranian 


\"because 


\"No one else has the resources to get 
and Turkoman communities. 


was still influenced by Sunni 


since it 


because they knew 
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Syria was 


\" claimed Khokhe \"and 
and general fear for their lives he said. 
led by Osama bin 
would be waiting to \"take control\" of Iraq as soon as the 
and Islamic party victories in Iran and 
and for this reason the U.S. could not \"do anything 

was 


claimed Khokhe 


\" since politics was controlled by 
\" he said. After all 


and 
he said. For this reason 


Saudi Wahabists 


but he has a unique perspective: he 


Tal 
and Rabiya and believes his sources of information (wr 


he claims) are 


Column 4 


Column 5 
Khokhe 


that many of Iraqvs 


but we hear concerns such as his from 
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including the Brammertz report and the formation of 
as well as 


HAS 


Seif made clear that he was not currently 
nor is anyone pursuing funding on his 


but only indirect 


\" said Seif and went on to make clear that this is not 


for 
has had to sell his car to raise money. (NOTE: Seif 


although his extended family has 


Fuad Nassif Kheirbek the director of the 


told him that the SARG no 


but rather only cares about protecting themselves 


he whole region. Additionally, he said that the GOU refused to discuss migrant Uzbek workers in Kaz 
a Top Secret level clearance in the country clearance request. The cable should include SSN, and the 


lowly8 in case the social economic and situations do not improve. End summary. 2. (C) President Ki 


Column 4 
on the condition that the security services 


friends\' homes 
Seif noted that Kheirbek had also 


saying that as a politician and 
he had the right to have relationships with 


BUT 
the SARG 
calling it \"clever\" for not 


and \"one statement could explode 


see ref A.) 

Seif said that the SARG should 

one of the de facto co-leaders of the NSF 

along with Muslim Brotherhood head Ali Sadreddin 
is hated by a large section of Syrian society 

the 


for its part 


said Seif 


with a maximum of 


Seif said it is important to focus on 


noting that his current status as the 


Column 5 


etc.). When asked about 


has more credibility and potential 


is also not accepted by the (generally 


. On March 16, Paraguay delivered container-level trade data on contents and valuation extending frc 
acts, blood and tears in the region will end. At this stage, the internation 


Column 4 Column 5 


but maintained that the recent USG statement on the 


trying to 


noting that European diplomats told him that 


but 


forcing Seif to lower his 


we are less 


a point many of our contacts make 


including threats to do harm 
it is hard to see 


too which explains why the SARG has 
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have maintained a core of 


dimir Safronkov said that the Russian Government had rejected the authen 
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000 supporters out of the Basque Region\'s 

a political base strong enough to 

but too small to set the political agenda. 


a trend that has accelerated in recent years. 


while 


even among Basque radical supporters. 


further isolating radical 
however that the PSOE 


an 


ETA approached the Zapatero government in August 


press 
authorizing a series of contacts that eventually 


including in Oslo and Geneva in the 
and that the talks were intended as 


Sinn Fein figures played 


Parliamentarians Gerry Kelly and Alex Maskey 
a role 


V Kelly and Maskey briefed Sinn Fein 
who then reportedly briefed the Irish and 
as well as U.S. State Department official 
on the progress 
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the key internal communications began 


the Zapatero 


but only if ETA announced a halt to its terrorist 


ETA agreed to a cease 
at a time to be determined by the organization. Almost 
ETA made the announcement now in the hope that 


which requires 


\" (organized vandalism and street 
tactics it continued to employ during previous 


d well and is not named Otroshchenko. The OSCE and political parties are asking people to report a 
ids that no further assistance is necessary. POST ACCESS: 3. Visitors who need unescorted acces 
al leader was also a cattle rancher and every rancher/business person was a Liberal or Conservati 

and Iraqi officials have been trying to come to an agreement as to the amount of the principle and int 
ziadz (in the same province as Bydgoszcz), where H5N1 has been confirmed in aswan. Veterinary ΙΙ 


stribution to the RSO office. SECURITY ADVISORY: 4. Since July 9, 2004, the Dutch Government t 
Ὁ office. SECURITY ADVISORY: 4. Since July 9, 2004, the Dutch Government has implemented 


'aytoon area of Gaza city, and Jabalia had returned with negative results for Avian Influenza (Al). WF 
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Vice President Maria Teresa Fernandez de la 


the cease fire announcement 


it also undermined 


which 


the Socialist spokesperson 
told the DCM 


Zapatero met with Popular 


understanding that it would face a 


Zapatero will meet with all 


but the Zapatero government is clearly in 


goods. In 2005, Turkey was placed on the Special 301 Priority Watch List, and Bulgaria and Roman 
serious concern for industry, and while the GOT is taking earnest steps to curb this problem (includir 


st year, will be our best chance to bring maximum pressure to bear on the GoS on Mladic. End sumr 


Column 4 


but 


which is necessary in Zapatero\'s view 
the most likely approach is the formation of a 


since Batasuna remains under judicial sanction 
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who sang a variety of 


000 Tunisians. 


the American Corner 
has seen 
many of whom 


and fondly remembered 


with the US Embassy 

to include a presentation on the 
a poetry reading by a 

and a lecture by 


but reached 70 students for the 


which has also helped to bring extra 


particularly given its location 
we are 
to 


Column 5 


O6TUNIS755 


which is 


tradition from the days when the 


has programmed three programs 


riolence, and agrees to implement previously negotiated agreements. Bot allowed that contacts with 


Column 4 Column 5 
aimed at 


we 
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where according to OSCE estimates approximately 


and now need them to prove 


during which 
Gorani and Bosniaks participated in a joint 


freedom of movement and inter-ethnic 
Dragash municipal leaders raised the issue of 


and said that his requests for 
the PISG and the OSCE have all been 


iion of the list would also give the EU time to gauge the effects of the ban on the regi 
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and Kacanik and the pilot project 


for 


and have officials from the majority who 
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but its rigorous conditions 


Turkey on March 24. The station was 


and scraping facilities) under higher security 


noting how little visible 


pipe valves engines 


represented by BP) at the site. On the subject of 
a BOTAS 
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but 


two perimeter fences and an 
the 
but the 


although some university students were skeptical of the 


and experience for the GOT and BOTAS. 
and other social/education benefits to local 


contracted to 


there was 


but were 


but it was hard for the 


noting that Erzurum was developing as a regional 
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rigorous winter and general lack of development in 
expressing a dependency on the state to help 
because the private sector was generally unable to 


000 student 

its research hospital (which had treated 
of which there 

and the separate state and private 


world-class skiing with the need 


located only 8 km 
and now catering mainly to Russian tourists. 


officials claimed that these were not at all 
these were remnants of Erzurum\'s 
suitable for the cold and wind 


Column 4 
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held in late March 


Ninewa 
Investigative Judge Amer 


and MNF-N at One West Iraqi Police (IP) headquarters in 


Col Ismael Hussein Khader told PolOff he and 


he claimed 


and members of the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF). Even 


he said. \"The 
\" he exclaimed. He and Suleiyman 


\" they said. 
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they felt their work was 


ons. He said the importation of drugs, mainly cocaine, occurs mainly via private planes of foreign dri 
rt and participation from communities and lagging performance of some NGO coali 

visited Maringa, Parana state and Sao Paulo, March 22-23. Other members of the delegation incluc 
— PROFITS GROW ------------ 2. The banking sector experienced 8.2 per 

avs bilateral relationship with Iran remains tenuous since the 1994 Argentina-Israel Mutu 
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IP and judicial 

and a great deal of distrust among institutions. 

he admitted it caused a large rift with constituents. 
for example 


was that the public thought 


judges were 


according to Hadeed was that the \"truth\" was not 
most were 


and ISF investigators not allowed 


\" said Hadeed. \"We have to do something to 


IA and judiciary to 


for example the judiciary had \"very little contact." 


bed Humala and his technical team as uninformed, incoherent, and without a clear plan. While some 


iatic note: (Official Government Seal) Ministry of Foreign Relations MRE/DGOI/00723/03/06 The Int 


Column 4 
he said. Even CF 
claimed Hadeed. 


Y he said. Admitting the judiciary was also to 
\" for not quickly 
said Hadeed 


but that the case was later 


but that the IP was 
and CF was now waiting until the IP 


and as a result 


however 
claiming he was doing everything 


Hadeed reminded Gen 


and those planning the war from behind a desk. 


Hadeed claimed the law 
too 


he said. They now conducted terrorist 


Column 5 


was when 


Jamaal expressed his strong 


he was a 


Column 4 Column 5 


but 

he said. Furthermore if judges refused 

which 

they agreed and evidence not 

Hadeed requested since the case would have to 
such as Dohuk that were 


he said. Al Qudir said the IP would work better with 


Jamaal recommended 


he said. Investigative Judge 


investigate and successfully prosecute dangerous 


building their capacity to perform their 


an ISF raid that captures an insurgent cell leader 
is only truly successful if the suspect can be 


Column 4 Column 5 
the 


the goal is that the police army 
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which their Embassy in 
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and disillusionment among ordinary 
voters on March 26 delivered a remarkably 


the Orange 
Our Ukraine and the Socialists will have 243 
or 54 percent.) 


the 

which most 

BYuT bested Our Ukraine handily some 22% to 
compared to only three for Our Ukraine. 

BYuT built organizations in eastern and southern 


often running second to Regions; only BYuT and the 


tapping into voter discontent as well as being 


possible protests for the following week. The meeting was moved from Chimborazo province, which 
ement cooperation with the US. Stacey insisted, however, that constitutional restrictions and domest 
an open and competitive telecommunications market between the two countries. -------------------- 
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Yuliya 


2011 Rada). 


Regions\' success is more 


as Yanukovych told us in early 
Regions was running to protect its base in the 


well-organized campaign 
which had largely voted 


securing slightly more than two-thirds of the support 


Regions also 


even if they aspired to 


which pushed them 


it is well-defined with 
positive political agenda (its 
however remain antediluvian). The SPU 


which had 


nn Health Center Dedication ------------------------ 2. Ambassador and USAID Mission 
. 3. Post requests confirmation of TS security clearance for Eric Rosenbach. 4. Post recommend 
rentals, long distance telephone cals, equipment rentals, office supp 
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DI captured the crucial dynamic of the campaign end 
and Our Ukraine slipping -- in its 


it did not have a track record of 


within their 


Leonid 
shocked everyone in besting not only incumbent 


running on the Pora-PRP ticket. Chernovetsky ran a 


other winners in the March 26 elections 
are the 
town 


which will serve as a counterpart to 
these 


including the unelected governors appointed by Kiev. 


whose eponymous 


Column 5 


and district councils that were elected alonc 


Column 4 


and Lytvyn commanded 63 MPs in the current Rada 


many of 


beyond proposing itself and Lytvyn as a \"referee\" to 


Lytvyn\'s vote total barely topped 600 

the core of the Our Ukraine 

which defied pre-election polls to slump into 
would stagger 


and would need to rebuild from the ground up 


relying primarily on a slick 


not just in favor of 


Zhvaniya 
Chervonenko -- who Yushchenko was forced to 
but who 


unless it follows 


Column 5 


15% 


000 


expensive TV 


es. The Sunni Arabs should seek assurances that top security off 


Sharge dVAffaires, and Embassy Acting PolMilCouns. The Principals endorsed the actions taken by t 
ac 2. (SBU) On April 1, tne Ambassador chaired a meeting of the full EAC to revie 


urity for Afghanistan, the Coalition will be able to step back to a supporting role. He said that althoug 


Icon with Deputy USTR Schwab what measures Oman might be able to take to reassure consumers 


Column 4 


Yuri Kostenko\'s 


decided to run independently from the Our 
primarily because of disagreements with 
they repeated the 

when they ran separately and 


Pora-PRP) 
respectively) 

who ran separately 
were lost. 


for now 


anti-NATO 
Belarus 


along with the Communists (3.7%). Vitrenko ran a 
falling just short of the 

which received 6.3% of the 2002 Rada 

bought extensive billboard ads throughout urban Ukraine 


their 2006 showing is 


and Regions has effectively taken the eastern and 


however. Vitrenko has 


with many 


reform-oriented force 


Column 5 


their vote 
along 


pro-Single Economic Space 
and Kazakhstan) undercut the appeal of 


part of its 


at serve the international forces get in Darfur and support the rebels. The in 


ad insufficient evidence to warrant GOK sanctions against the Kuwait-based organization and welcor 
sts. SISON 
| training, equipment, and facilities upgrades, as suggested in reftel, may improve t 


Column 4 


Vitrenko may well finally make it into 
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\" said Sanfey. He 


the UK 


a 
at worst 
however 


Creed said that tne USG should keep in mind 


while changes in the EU 


as 
Japan 


the focus of Irish ODA 


these countries 


Column 5 
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Denmark 


creative tension. He 
that Member States and the Commission 


and the EU were \"equal offenders\" 


ications to the Bank to obtain licenses. STEINFELD 


Column 4 Column 5 


which currently 
emboff 


and he offered to share these studies with 


observed Sanfey. The bank would 


along the lines of 


Conor Lenihan had received two proposals for a 
and another from an executive of 


which operates in Dublin\'s International 


who would be interested in their compatibility with 


which Irish Aid 
said Sanfey. Irish 


and Development Minister Lenihan was conducting town 
according to 


were a means to compel other agencies to focus on 
including its Government-wide 


for example that Irish Aid aimed to weigh in 


Trade and Employment on trade policy. Regardin 
Creed asked for more information on USAID\'s 


rahim Bin Mohammed ΑΙ Khalifa, Abdulla Majid Al Noaimi and Adel Kamel Abdulla Hajji, 


Column 4 Column 5 


said McLean. He elaborated that 


whereas USAID\'s long-standing policy was to fund 


collective efforts. Sanfey added that Development 


in fact chosen the name V'Irish Aid\" 


but we had 


arguments that the Doha negotiations 


and might even harm the most impoverished 
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in both English and Arabic television 


Column 4 


Column 5 
as well as newspapers. The pro- 
with numerous color photos under the 
\" Arab League Committed to Arab Solidarity.\" 
2006. On March 29 he said 
four pro-government Arabic daily 
Al-Sahafa Alwan 


published nearly identical editorials relating 


even 


in his interview with Al-Gazeera television 
which concluded 


decided to provide financial and 


Column 4 


Column 5 
but mentioned that it would fund the AU force 


Libya Tunisia 


and believes it is due to the fact 


Palestine normalization of relations 
and of the commanding geographical position 
minerals and 
adding that 
with the consent of the Government of 
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Northwestern Building 
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the Employer is not responsible for bids not received 


in the 

Ministry of Finance Main & Urquhart Streets 
Guyana. 

Economic/Commercial Assistant U.S. Embassy 


or Email: Rossjr@state.gov. 
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a conservative group called the \"Local Patriots\" is 


the \"Local 
but 


observed Kuhne. About one third of the city\'s 


Eszterhazy Karoly College has a 


ı supportive of ID for Georgia. ROBERTSON 


E Blockbuster Data Release ------------------------ 2.(U)F 
S predicted before the race. While a couple of HRPP candidates holding high profile portfolios (justic 


| exports at Karni, which could come as early as April 3. Spiegel said that ongoing terrorist threats arı 


Column 4 Column 5 


and the city\'s 


stating that 


an economics teacher at Eszterhazy 
and an entrepreneur who runs a business 


echoed Kuhne\'s sentiments concerning Roma. 


and the second is that Demeter entered the race 


| - SA Slips in ICT Rankings. End Summary. February Inflation up 4.5% -------------------------- 
3t necessarily translate to an 8 percent rise in the real 


uired, which frequently results in lengthy delays. End comment. ORDWAY 


Column 4 Column 5 


who is the managing director of a large 


and he 


FIDESZ would 


one of the main population centers in Heves County 


Roma in the southern part of the county 


Eger was a very 
the government transplanted thousands of more 


those who live in 


described the 


Column 4 Column 5 
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it can be assumed that the Ambassador will be a 


the RSO program has suffered and RSO is currently 


RSO 


Column 4 
SHOTGUNS 


IR 


THE GUYANA DEFENCE FORCE (GDF) ANNOUNCED 
D 


PRESUMED STOLEN 
: FROM 


the RSO and ARSO do nat feel 
performance level is improving. 


there have been several threats made against me. 


heightened 
surrounding the upcoming elections and my name 
have required 


Column 5 
AND 


FROM ITS 


Column 4 
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with ADI (\"Independent Democratic 


the MLSTP 20 


but 


April 2 (as called for 
but the results are not 


842 voters registered 
out of a total population of approximately 
000. End Summary. 


with 


T-shirts 


the exchange rate for the local currency 


but said her pay for the day (the equivalent 
the monthly minimum wage) might help her make 


Column 5 
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ADI 12 and Novo Rumo 


flags and paid 


Jas reserves. Security remains a major concern in Yemen, but Post does not anticipate specific prob 


Column 4 Column 5 
three days before the 


a planeload of campaign material for tne MDFM 


non-violent community protests 
blocked 


their 


electricity and better 
no votes\" -- 

old 

and burning tires as a means of dramatizing their 

non-threatening 


a Portuguese 


international observers including a 
noted minor technical 
such as late openings inconsistent procedures 


and in most locations 
and the flaws observed were 


observers suspected but could not 
that there was some vote buying on 


frustrated in their intent to get paid 


ealth. Al-Awaidy commented that the plan, first unveiled in February, will 

provide a comprehensive FY-07 plan that encompasses Omani requests for hands-on training, with r 
ıd appropriately to a trickle or a flood. Though no longer housing Afghan refugees, UNHCR maintain: 
sain Saleh (SCIRI - elected to a national seat). The purpose of the meeting was to open lines of ο 


1e, in Bolikhamsai province, where the children had been held. The relative had said the children wert 


Column 4 
ending up voting by candlelight. 


the MDFM 


with President de Menezes\' MDFM the biggest winner 
ΑΡΙ twelve 
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the list of tasks yet to be completed is 
and the government is only now starting to address 


and 


but this process still has not 


it looks like it is already too late to have 


and a firm date has been 


there has been no sign of movement toward 


Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR). 
opening the way for the World BankYs 


one of the most important obstacles for DDR 


Column 5 


MLSTP and ADI split 


and 


O6PARIS2081 
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and one 


Column 4 


is identification. FN 


for his part 


and Mrs. Gbagbo 


the recently formed coalition of 
told reporters the same day 


the IWG 


but they are still there and at least some 


a major unanswered question is how 


love 


in and of itself 


much less the population at large. Perhaps 


cocoa farmers 


this country 
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Column 5 


reportedly said 


in her capacity as 


and understanding Gbagbo\'s followers car 


will not necessarily heal this 


are still being taxed 


O6LIMA1240 
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trial of the six individuals charged in connection to the seizure) be incinerated at 11 a 


Column 4 

due to a reputation as the \"Mexican 

\" as well as their strong distribution system. 

he pointed out an internal study which showed that 


offering 
stated Suarez 


according to Suarez 
traditionally one of the freest 
\" 


will likely resurface 


and a prohibition against selling products 


as he stated that \"our 


Director General of the National 

which is lobbying heavily for the initiative 
Costco). Monroy 

but it is one of the highest priorities for ANAM. 
state of the art 


and more effective marketing of 
their \"Mexicanness.\" 


Monroy also voiced concern 


many of ANAM\'s 


Column 5 


\"was ready to take 


WalMex\'s 


ANS 


Column 4 


such as lower 
state and municipal governments 


Laila Chemor Sanchez 
Hector Garcia described for Econoff state 


retail 


and is therefore a top priority. Garcia also 


Mr. Garcia 


if other factors were equal (which is often 


and would probably be a controversial 


a city of 50 

000 living in nearby communities) located adjacent to the 
made international 

until 2004 lacking any retail store over 


000 square feet in size 
000 square feet. San Juan de Teotihucan therefore 


while planning to hire an additional 50 
Raul Butron 


later told Econoff privately that local 
helping other businesses. 


owned by Mexican retailer SuperPrecio 


Column 5 


and her advisor for retail 


000 inhabitants (with another 


now possesses a \"hypermarket\" of 


added that sales 


ng on the heels of victory in a presidential election. The United National Party (UNP) did 


Column 4 


to which Galicia replied that 


he also added that a new project was being planned 


although Mexican firms such as Soriana 
and Chedraui are increasingly competitive. WalMex 


unprecedented in the retail sector 
executives from both 


with intense battles fought in the Chamber of 
state and municipal licensing boards 


principally targeted to medium-sized 
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and she personally prefers former Tourism 


Column 5 


Comercial 


and via 
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Column 4 


s bancada 


she said 


and one that she can not support. 
Delia has been uncomfortable 
disparagingly named \"Reverend Soborno 


and now she does not have to hide her 


the panel 


which is part of the 


Delia prefers former Tourism Institute 

a \"friendly and dynamic" woman 

who she described as \"cold and distant.\" 
Maria Cecilia 

Jamileth Bonilla 


but 


which is not a political party and encompasses 


Column 5 


when CCN 


s moderator 


to 


Vivian Pellas 


ugh a guarantee from the OGB\'s strike fund. The existence of the Caribbean losses emerged while 
se ofthe close and supportive bilateral relationship. 2. (C) Abul Hassan explained the 


Column 4 Column 5 


s running 


and predicting 


Arellano opined that Francisco 


s presidential candidate 


AMS 


taking the credit for them. 


clarifying that local 


post notes that 
by and large been a 


many Sandinista mayors appear to have changed 


MCC activities. 


rd preparations for the fifth round of municipal elections, which he expected to take place this summe 


Column 4 Column 5 
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yet workers are earning less than 


\"he asserted. DaCosta 


000 per worker. However he was quick to 
but an adjustment 


a 72-hour strike notice was served on 


however the union took action 


ALPART workers followed suit 


claiming that it was no longer prepared to meet 


but it ended in a stalemate after the 


chaired by 
ended with a settlement similar to that 


DaCosta told emboff he was impressed 


le, flights carrying 348 SAF troops left Juba and arrived in Khartoum. 3. (SBU) Based on 
ation. 2. The names of the three implicated Irish companies are as follows 
sting the killing of PKK members in Mus (see reftels). The media report that a PKK-affiliated gr 


n would force them to close a hospital serving 22,000 Palestinians per year. The LWF is seeking add 


Column 4 Column 5 

it augurs well for the 

\" DaCosta said. However both parties have yet 
as the trade union is requesting an 


was 


but returned to work following the 
which subsequently requested 
which 


the 


the Jamaica Association of Local 


as the union strives to 


But No Wage Freeze 


following the expiration of the MOU on 


Courtney Williams told emboff 


ι debt it owed to the LeTourneau firm. The letter was one of a series of conditions that enabled Peru : 
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Williams stated that while the 
the wage bill 


Williams suggested that impending 


Williams was quick to point out 


who refers to the MOU as a \"Memorandum of 


Y told emboff that dialogue is essential 


but notes that the union 
in the private sector 


private sector workers may also agitate for 


the foundation might well have been laid for 


some 


but underpaid civil servants might not be 


yer 250,000. 2. (SBU) The World Food Programme (WFP) reported April 1 that the Al outbreak had 


Column 4 
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leaving many 


on the other hand 


(3) legal questions surrounding 
particularly the subjection of 


Chairman of the Gordon \"Butch\" Stewart 
one of the largest in 
has estimated that pensioners will lose some 


including the 


Minister of Finance 


Column 5 
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dislike the 


e to occur, he would remit these individuals to the USG. END SUMMARY. 2. (S/NF) Ambassador 
il Leadership Team in association with the Ministry of Commerce and Industry-affiliated Public Establi 


ealth Assembly. McCaw 


Column 4 Column 5 
the GOJ wished to 


trade unions 


but 


Davies has announced his intention 


given Jamaica\'s relatively young population 
pension 


which are 


real concerns remain chief among them the 


it could hurt some funds 
high inflation 


and one can 


rch 29 to meet with the RC as part of a regular series of contacts between the SOC and the REO. W 


Column 4 Column 5 
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but a long-awaited detachment of 


infrastructure has been degraded or destroyed by 

the World Food 

a distance of 250 miles. The convoy took 3 weeks 

however is expensive airlifts. Although 
the rail-bed engines and carriages are 


mining interests that 


Housing Education and Health 


housing materials education and health care. 


they fear for their safety whenever they 
water and relief supplies which make them 


the 


USD$19.00 5. The following is general information pertaining to security and health 


Column 4 Column 5 
and resolution defies simplistic formulaic 
along with an increased GDRC commitment to 


training and material support for FARDC 
would ease conditions somewhat for those Congolese 
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000) ran March 30 article with page 5 photo (Nation 


000) ran March 30 page 4 article with photo (Business 


000) ran March 30 front page article with photo under 


000) ran March 30 page 22 article (Foreign Section) under 


entities operating in Venezuela. The current proposal, however, is extremely vague and open to inteı 


Column 4 Column 5 


\" 
000) ran March 30 page 9 article (Nation 


\" and under the sub-head \"We praise UAE 
\" Dubai-based 
000) ran 


\" and sub-head \"N-plan in the hands of a dangerous 
\" Dubai-based English Language daily 
000) ran March 30 article 


Welch said: \"Definitely we prefer a 


but has not taken any option 
diplomacy is preferred.\" 


Column 4 Column 5 


who now lives in Europe. But 


praising US-UAE ties in all fields. 


Lebanon Iraq 
3 p.m. and 6 
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because of their conviction-based platforms and 
the Islamist Party 


assuming that 


28 political parties were 


Column 4 
22 won at least one seat in 


the USFP and the 
to agree on which should lead the government 


who organized the 
prime minister. 


improve services 


impatient with the government\'s 


these poles will vie with each other for power 
subject to the demands of 
according to the royal vision. But which 


and what are the 


all 


reform-minded monarch 


the Palace fragmented the political class 
co-opted or removed political 
and set up new parties to undercut the 


the \"MOI is 


King Mohammed has granted parties more political space 


Column 5 


and educate 


Column 4 Column 5 


according to the constitution the King still 
presides over the Council of 

and has the authority to at his discretion 
dissolve parliament or rule by decree. 


Morocco\'s traditional parties are structured to 


which wary perhaps of a possible 
have not fully adjusted to the new reality. Rather 


internally most parties remain 


aging leaders have taken possession of \"their\" 
and their individual ambitions trump the party\'s 


prospective leaders are 


and 


where deputy absenteeism 
is well deserved in our view. A 


Column 4 
for 


and just 102 (31 percent) were present during the 
despite the fact that 


Column 5 


\"only 10 percent of all deputies 


which proposes the bulk 
and civil society -- to deliberate 


and set election dates. 


in the interests of the state 


as was the case with U.S.-Morocco Free Trade 
patent/trademark and copyright legislation 
the government 


the 


the political 


parties 


ibody (IFA) tests conducted 


Column 4 
as a recent poll by the MEPI/USAID-funded 


passed by parliament in 
which raises the standards for internal 


National Popular Movement (MNP) 
2006. 

the Berber movement advocated unity 
Islamic socialism 

and opposition to the city 

the UMP 


Rabat 


the UMP has the potential of becoming a formidable 


many of whom are large 


according to 


their fusion comes at the 


according to press reports. 


has few original ideas 
and practices little internal democracy 


Column 5 


and 


the recognition of 


Sale 


is aloof concerning the 


\chapt 


Column 4 


the UMP caucus is undisciplined and members rarely 


as occurred in the 


deputies do not join 


octogenarian leader 


respectively 


the Istiglal Party is 


it joined the Koutla 
or national democratic bloc 
Party for Progress and Socialism (PPS) 


the alliance advocated and achieved a 


despite its 
often bitter 


national presence at all levels of 
the party has 


the most of any party except the PJD (ref 


speaks out frequently in 
and is a leading voice on 


including the General Union of 
it 
as illustrated by El Fassi\'s renewed 


Column 5 


secretary general and president. 


also comprising the 
and several 


rivalry with the leftist party 


Column 4 


according to ΕΙ 
they are not free to air their grievances publicly. 
the party 


it is the primary target of 


which dims its 


according to Zarouf. 


the USFP traces its 
which split from Istiqlal in 1956. Its vocal 


including first secretary and 
Water 


it emerged in 1997 as just the second opposition 


which with PSD had 
former 


\" USFP caucus chair Driss Lachgar told 
\"and if it takes another three to achieve the 


the political bureau set up working groups to study 


Column 5 


and Environment 


UTER and E 
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according 


reportedly 
whose 


except the political bureau. Its caucus is 


the party appears poised to 


Y its democratic and reform 

it has lost touch with the population since 

42-year old 

Mohammed 

according to Moroccan youth leader Ahmed Ghayet and 


internal rivalries also act as 


according to Zarouf. The 


deputies from all 


or 25 percent according to Moroccan press. This 
vice 

alliances with non-leftist parties to govern 

which may undercut its base. 


legal Islamist party in 
the PJD was established in 1998. Representing the 


urban middle class 
the party 


NHO Representative Mahmud Daher reported that poiso 


Column 4 
social justice 
abuse of 
favoritism 


unlike the semi-legal Justice and 


the party agreed 


itsigned a 


which enhances its image as a moderate party 


Mohamed 
who resigned from the party in the summer 
founded a new party 


pluralism 


personal conviction. It invests heavily in 


especially in urban areas 


which has warned us on 
\" 


Column 5 
and a strong prime 


irrational management of public finances 


anda 


dialogue 


and is a strong 


Column 4 


it remains to be seen whether the behind-the-scenes 


the general secretariat reversed 


however 
Legislation 


the PJD would need to seek an alliance 


respectively. The 
it is widely believed that RNI was 
Ahmed Osman 


leading to the 


under the threat of leaving 

a group of deputies led by former Minister of 
according to Moroccan press. Press sources 
including holding weekly meetings with 

Osman said the 

which had not yet been contacted by current majority 
was 


according to 


Noureddine Lazrak 


Column 5 


the party chose Ramid to 
and Human Rights 


has led the party 


told Poloff in 


Column 4 Column 5 


the 


landowners 


while its lower house caucus is the fifth largest of 


which are closely linked 
it has little appeal among the 
as borne out in IRI\'s recent 


who in an October 2004 


remains at the helm and will be difficult 
despite the recent charge 


we assess that 
if it were to strengthen its alliance with Al 
has any chance of surviving the 2007 elections and 


the 
democratic modern party that is 


it 


on its own reach the 5-percent funding 


Column 4 


connected to the population (though USFP 
and has a unique vision for the country. 


judging by the Palace\'s 


but 


in our view 
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noting 


V and that it must accept the 


s right to exist 
s actions reflect its 


but so far have stopped short of refusing to 


to discuss recent 


Column 5 


among everyday Moroccans 
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and the RoadMap. Hamas cannot 


5486 mil 
ors 


Column 4 Column 5 


so messages can be sent 


noting that Hamas leak of the discussion of the 


and has accepted Hamas! request to visit South 


he insisted is not to insert itself in the negotiating 
but to facilitate the climate for negotiations and 

disavow 

and accept the international Road Map agreement 

neither the SAG nor any 


Y stated 


and would be public in its insistence 


and they will 
even if they do not 


Marx 


Egypt Syria 
following state 


IMARY - 
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again pressing Ref 

she emphasized that Hamas \"owes its 
including the Oslo 

V and that it must accept the other elements of 


Israel s right to 
and the Road Map. Hamas cannot \"pick and choose.\" 


Israeli Ambassador 


Egypt 
Jordan and the PLO and to invite Hamas to South 


and that the timing was 


stopping the \"lunacy\" of a 


South Africa seeks to help 


stating that he thinks the SAG 


Column 4 Column 5 


Marx said the SAG was making efforts to move Iran 


talk talk not isolation.\" 


5 nuclear 


Marx said the SAG holds 


but Marx said he did 
the 


which was organized by an NGO and UNDP. (Note: Ata 
a 
Marx did not 


he expected the SAG to focus first on 
its top priority. 


Column 4 


to include the 2005 visits of Likud 


and Hamas 


Hamas 
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s decisions. 


he is more like a struggling student in the 


Morales 


\" primarily from Bolivia 


large groups 


who include Vice President Alvaro Garcia 
Minister of the Presidency Juan Ramon Quintana 
are largely leftist 


Column 5 


intransigence might help convince the 


O6LAPAZ886 


s public universities 


and even US officials on 


and 


Portfolio Ho Mei-yueh to 


Column 4 Column 5 


who may have growing influence with the 


sensitive reporting indicates that Morales meets 


health and citizen registration. Several of 


seeking to replace US 
and sensitive reporting 


asan 


Morales probably is drawn by the 
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with the active participation of organized labor 


are protesting vociferously but 


access to hard cu 


Column 4 


hooded 


if anything 


Reactions Different 


given that the events of November and March share 


working class 
French youths have in common a pervasive sense that 
or are about to be 


by seeking the withdrawal 


by contrast 
whose violence was reflected in an eruption of 
but without any specific political objective. 


which has hovered at 10 


is in itself 


with 


they have come 

often 

has not led to any 
assuming that they can 


the same distress 
increasingly 


obtain their diplomas 


Column 5 


in common. 


or middle 


effectively 


are the ultimate outsiders of French 


for the 


seek internships 


Column 4 
often state-funded 


fearful 


which they believe is their due 


these youths still believe that there 
fair approach to solving their 
as reflected in the fact that -- so far at least -- 


by 

have responded with rage to their situation. 
employment and social advancement 
almost nothing 


or cultivated by 

including the center-left 
they also have few 

they have literally \"acted 
as underclass 


lack of education 


some of them see the students as part of this 


Column 5 
to acquire 


will be denied 


they 
to lose. 


and now violence 


epart. END SUMMARY. 2. (SBU) UNMIK held the fou 
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but Convergence Possible 
the agitators of November and the 
which no doubt reflects 


either rhetorically or 
the March demonstrators 


particularly given the latter\'s attempts to 
if not an alliance is 


and 
will continue to 


continuing tensions and 
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if the VP\'s office is to be believed. 
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the local 


leading citizens indicated that other towns and 


the location of the 
Al-Akhawayn 
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modern buildings with red pitched 


the Wali 
established an Amazigh center 


who concentrate on fossils and minerals from the 
readily admit that there is no other employment in 
the road winds through the mountains 

the largest town in the 


clearly directing its 


\" Erfoud attracts European campers 


selling 
and places to eat. 
cars and trucks vie for road space 


as well as women and girls with scarves. 


the lack of water mitigates against daily hair washing; 
riding a 


two more indicators that these 


not all of which were indicators 


the population is mostly employed in aspects of 


tary 
llowing govern 


Column 4 Column 5 
i.e. 
but 


the traditional irrigation system 
water 


each person knows how much water he is allowed and 


as tourists will use more water than 


the poverty in the area 
known as 
V are falling down 


water is brought by women from 
and 


young children beg for dirnams from 


the Alaouite. A museum in 
the Alaouite Research Center attempts to depict 
using Sijilmassa as the basis. The panels 


Missionoffs met with Houcine Boubekri 
who may become the regional 


he did not restric 


Column 4 Column 5 
\" which 


although 


he would not discuss Moroccan national issues. End 


the population is \"a bit of everything\" because 


because the 
who were originally slaves 
has not intermarried. End 


Y or \"to take the 
\" an Amazigh must be a 
who is honorable and diplomatic. 


the important organizations with which 
not those in Rabat (reftel). Local 


as Boubekri said \"Berber identity or 
he 
they should learn them at home. Parliamentarians 


he said. Women 
according to Boubekri. Boubekri\'s \"raison 


the general impression given was that all the GOM 


according to 
concentrating on finding solutions to the lack of 


if there was water the people would 
Casablanca and Europe; and even more 

he thinks they would gladly return to their 

e.g. herding sheep. 

however more proud of the gender 


e.g. the area around the 


failed Serbian attemp 
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Boubekri said he was not married and lived in a 


and he discounted the new Family Status Code 


although he did not state 

he said the 

and he was sure they would continue to do so. 
again 

an Arabic and Amazigh teacher in 

echoed Boubekri\'s attitude -- he 

however is actively engaged in teaching 


involved in the oral 
he recites 


he did not relate language to a political identity. 


however stress that 
e.g. people in Rabat 
he underscored the 


Missionoffs met with 

the president of the Erfoud commune; 

an area businessman; Abdlaziz 

a pharmacist and journalist for La Liberation 


affiliated with the left-wing Socialist Union 
USFP. End Note.); Malika Dejjari a teacher 


secretary of the Amelagou Association. (Note: 


the Erfoud area is 


deared in 


Column 4 

and 

they said. Waste water is a problem in 

the commune cannot afford the 30 percent 


water was 


Bel Hassan was the most 
as might be expected 


it is the only party which may be able to assist people. 


Mestouri 
however 


presently with the National Democratic Party 
to the PJD. Like Boubekri and Achabrou 


waste water management 
are foremost in people\'s 
however 


yet the 
or 
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and Dejjari were not as vocal 
was the 


Bel Hassan 


is that the tourist 


at least 
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ntacted 


Column 4 
3/30/2006 17:15 


Veterinary Director at the Ministry 


where the confirmed 


714 commercial poultry and 
364 domestic and wild birds. Dr. Al-Bakhit noted that all 


Secretary General for Technical 

told AID FSN that 

especially at farms. Teams 

MOA and MOH are performing 

with samples being taken for testing. 


but 


the GOJ has committed only to compensate 


Minister of Industry and Trade 


Column 5 
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but the 


GOJ officials met with their Israeli 


and that demand 


Restaurant Owners Association 


the prices of local imported 
the price of fish has gone up by 9% and the 


which compared changes in 


y have prompt 


Column 4 Column 5 


Ajloun Governor Ahmad 


who complained to him about the losses 


as are further public 
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Column 4 
but 


Column 5 


even 

and has pioneered a policy of 
with Dorado\'s help since at least 
who prefers loyalists to 


however. We do not expect Chavez to start putting 
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\"Daily Observer \" gave lead 


we have no sense at this point that 


there is a sense of jitteriness in the air. The 


as are the televised confessions of those 


sources indicate that the broadcasts are also 


we have detected no sign of threat to 


except for the show of mass support -- 


Capt Bunja Darboe read the 


the plotters 


Moraza 
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when statements by two 


but 


General 

Alieu Jobe who had also appeared 
who has emerged as a major 

recounted his belief that the ringleader 


would select 
Maj Ebrima Bah commander of the First Infantry 
and Captain Famara Jammeh Deputy Commander of the 


as he had been among suspects giving televised 


March 21 and played no part in it. END NOTE) Our 


in some cases financially. 


Column 4 Column 5 
the police contact expressed certainty 


although he doubted that Senegalese 


our contact said he believed that 


the source explained that the 
given his common Jolla 


Secretary General Mambury Njie 


for the time being from issuing an 
but was convinced of Senegalese 


but the paper\'s March 27 articles replaying 


Ambassador registered concern 


\"Daily Observer Y in which he stated the USGVs firm 


received lead 
the paper 


Column 4 


Column 5 

as reported above. 

we have no sense 

authorities\' 
Y doubtless with Jammeh\'s 

suggests that in the 

his sensitivity to 
3/30/2006 19:02 06SANTIAGO664 
800) carried a column by journalist Marcel Garces entitled 
the 
Iraq Syria 
Morocco Egypt 

3/30/2006 19:16 O6PARIS2095 


in all liklihood to 
or announce 
and to call an \"employment 


head of France\'s 
the CFDT 


k possesses no credible information of gross violations of 

lis person. Embassy Bangkok Political Counselor, Susan M. Sutton, is 
ations of human rights by this person. Embassy Bangkok Poli 

gross violations of human rights by this person. Embass 
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First Secretary of the Socialist Party said that if 
\"he is opening himself 


backing his prime 

then the first round of the 

April 

a day on which opponents of the CPE have called for 
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for whom a warrant of arrest was issued 
2005 by the Superior Court of Suffolk 
a copy or certified copy of the 
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justice in the Repsol case is not blind but rather 


MAS leaders pledged to crack down on companies 


Column 4 Column 5 
trafficked in contraband or evaded 
once in power the 


and also U.S.-invested 


tax evasion and other crimes had been circulating 
given the pervasiveness of 


much of it dealing in 
including energy -- tne open 


the government followed through with its 

prosecutors in Santa 

a local affiliate of 

to apprehend its two top executives claiming that 


but on March 15 when he presented himself 
Repsol Bolivia President Julio 

Gavito 

which he told us will take issue with the many 


district judges determined that 
000 (400 000 


Gavito told us that Repsol 
but had not 


by contrast had failed 
and that the lack 


which 


Column 4 Column 5 


including Gavito 


\" and that moving against it would 
of which Repsol 


and by extension toward the \"neoliberal 
\" which government officials claim has 


while others 
to reinforce the 


and has heightened their distrust οἱ the Morales 


justice in the Repsol case is not blind but rather 
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arency and the Oil 


Column 4 


Washington-based correspondent for 
V comments (03/29) VUS 


Bush said \'We have been an 
and | think 

according to all 

his popularity ratings are at their 


international columnist of leading 
Y writes (03/29) V'The message seems to have 


which 


particularly now that 
both Kadima and the Labor 


Israelis will insist on a social 


who focused on eradicating poverty during 
will have an unexpected number of 


on special assignment in Jerusalem 


yesterday\'s elections 


plus 
divided and confused society that no longer 


Column 5 


Column 4 Column 5 
and that 
as 


and that it would not represent a victory 


unilateralism considered by 


could 


the role to be played 
and particularly by 
will be crucial.\" 


requested by the 
is passed\" 


columnist of leading \"Clarin \" writes 


head of the Financial Action Task Force. 


visit our 
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only. T 


»by separate cable. T 
ultin 
be done by separate 
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which is \"a form of 


the only indicted in the 

said yesterday 

head of Al Qaeda had ordered 
in which 

a third one hit the 

and a fourth one fell in Pennsylvania. 


one month before the 
he lied to ΕΒΙ agents in order 


on special assignment in Jerusalem 
Y writes (03/28) 


much is at stake in these elections. 


its neighboring 
and the entire region which 


the possibility has 


who according to all opinion surveys 


will have to face several 


he will have to guarantee Israeli 
which is not only threatened by eventual 


\05-06. The five day c 
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but not peace 


political columnist of daily-of-record 
\" comments (03/28) \"... The day after 
a high-level Financial Action Task Force 


it is most important to continue 


Y and therefore 


this week 
as well as secrecy of 
a US concern" 


columnist of business-financial 
V writes (03/28) \"An invitee to the 


they mentioned the issue of labor 


origina 


origina 


Column 4 Column 5 


columnist of business-financial 

\" interviewed Brazilian political expert 
who said 

which is a form of 


how will it 
IPR and 


but Brazil has quite a few investment 


Moniz 
they are also trying to dismantle 


they are an economic and political power. 


which are the ones 


but they ask for 


but the US 
and those partners are 


columnist of liberal English-language 


\" writes (03/28) "When 


financial 


the world\'s largest 
warned investors to stop buying debt 


> the ASE 
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has emerged 


Y Du Bois told the Herald. "We 


EU Trade Commissioner has 


the removal of subsidies on exports by 
as well as a reduction of farm 


and another deal on services by May. 


visit our 


Column 4 


3/30/2006 20:00 
a company 


Forestry Commissioner James Singh 


and that the GFC 


adding that the GFC genuinely wants to defend 


so an ineffective or complicit GFC poses 


3/30/2006 20:16 
in 
said 


Elizabeth Iniguez strongly and publicly refuted the GOB\'s 


as did her colleague Silvia Salme. In a public 
the TC \"energetically\" 


stating that VI won\'t 


Column 5 
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V'IVm very sorry that Asbun continues to rok 


Presidency function. However, Keznic 


Column 4 Column 5 
including Evo Morales to damage my dignity.\" 


a spokesman stated thatthe TC like other judicial 


is Vpart of the political system of the 


the Supreme Court defended the TC with 


damaging its image honor and dignity 


putting at risk the balance that should 


President of the Supreme Electoral Court 


Oscar Hassenteuffel resigned his post for alleged 
leaving the CNE with a quorum of three of 


and a good reminder for the 
others 


a prospect the 
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provided his impressions of Humala\'s policies 


Gabonese security force. The removals 


Column 4 

reasonable 

although most of his advisors are. 

Lerner explained 

as evidenced by Humala\'s buying into a blogger\'s 
through its funding of human rights 

was behind the allegations that Humala 


but had little to say other than to say that the 


Lerner thought it was designed by 


the Ambassador held an extended 
Ollanta Humala 


5 unofficial liaison with 


s meetings with foreign officials. The Ambassador 


Humala 


inviting Lerner s insights. 


they had passed to him press articles alleging that 


whose firm 
Y Lerner said 


particularly Carlos del Solar 


Column 5 


feed The Commandante\'s\" 


s wife called to say that it would 


Column 4 Column 5 
who Lerner termed 
s COPEI. (Lerner 


Lerner concluded Humala believes that he 


who claims that the 


AID and AID 
who have 

the 

had been a contractor for AID s judicial 


but funding ran out for the activity last 


a Peruvian political party nor particular 
who are responsible for their actions. He would 
but very much 


but added that Humala is untested 


Lerner said; he is 


s informal role has been to 


the wider CARICOM 


ssio 


loff agreed 
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s call to revise 


to cite 
was 15 dollars a barrel versus its current value 


s petrochemical 


Lerner implied that this would not/not 


s thinking other than to say 
s proposal for a huge rural/alternative 


floated by leading 
to use coca 


Humala has claimed they just need 


s core group of advisors embraces 
s 


and we work with local allies to defend 


(in th 


instakingly b 


Column 4 


his First Vice Presidential candidate 
responded to a reporter 


the statement of Sendero 
as is well known 
to create fear in the electorate and seek conditions 


3/30/2006 21:52 


where he speculated that inflation rates 


noting that political 
massive costs 


3/30/2006 22:06 

Liar!\" The peaceful march concluded in front of the 
where the leader of the protest 

addressed the crowd and called for Duarte to 


members of the opposition 


Column 5 


Gonzalo 
s question about an alleged 
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and deaths would result. 
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| wage sc 


Column 4 
including the Liberals (PLRA) 


The National Union Of Ethical Citizens Party 
Pais Solidario (PPS) 


Column 5 
Patria 


and several dissident members 


families university students and 
church groups and labor union members in a 
000-40 


000 citizens participated in the protest 


Never Again!" and \"Nicanor 
groups also gathered 


including controversial former San Pedro Bishop 
who noted the march was a \"true citizens 


he asked 


\" clearly referring to his efforts to 


Minister of Interior Rogelio Benitez and the Police 


Column 4 


Column 5 
Duarte had delivered mixed messages. 
he characterized the demonstration as a 
he asked the opposition to remain open to pursuing 
offering hope that 
including a Paraguayan prosecutor noted that the 


positive 


000 to 40 000 protesters gather peacefully and 


however we note 


including Patria Querida\'s Pedro Fadul 
may live to regret being photographed 


given the apparent success of the demonstration and 


Column 4 
the opposition 


as with the Liberals intentionally arriving 


but is 
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1636 (2005) 

UNIIIC head Serge Brammertz said 
his priority has been to address the 
to ensure the continuity of the 


to achieve progress in the investigation 
to 


Brammertz said that when he 
he found only six of 48 
most of the remainder 


he asked the Council members to help 


Brammertz said that the 
having moved from 


because of such adjustments 


Column 5 
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and 1644 (2005)\" that 


to 


has made 


Column 4 


the UNIIIC has 
Brammertz said such assistance could prove valuable 


Brammertz said that the Commission 


or earlier if necessary. Brammertz said that 
one that 


though 


per Department guidance 


and reminded the SARG 


Syria must 
noting the 
said that the Council would 


Column 5 


commended 


T. Pos 


AID officials to request USG assistance as NRC seeks to renew its camp coord 


deared in 


Column 4 Column 5 


\" Al-Nasser said he looked forward to further 
Chair of 
reported that the 


the Council 


Mr. Serge Brammertz on the third 


SATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AGAINST DOPING IN 


Column 4 Column 5 


1636 and 


the members of the Security Council reiterated their 


organizers and sponsors of this 
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Juliette Handal toned down 
during his 


he hoped to dispel doubts about the fuel 


the importance of 
and the need to develop a 


noting that he wanted to work with 
not oppose them. Recognizing the 


Zelaya stated clearly that there could be no bid 


Zelaya stated 


and details of the terms were not 


Zelaya appeared to have heard the message 


Labor Minister Moncada informed 


Column 4 Column 5 
she had been directed at a very high level to urge 


though he did 


Zelaya recognized that Honduras needs to make 


the maquila industry 


congratulating them on the recent seizure of 


DEA named several specific 
who has known the individual 
consolidation of 

and general support for anti-drug 
to be coordinated with the 


Supreme Court President 


's constituting the agreement were sent via e-mail to PM/PPA, WHA/CEN, L/PM, 
Ι8ΠΚ mission requested guidance f 

ifter re 

ry. 2. (SBU) 


Column 4 Column 5 
and others to discuss ways to better deal 


Zelaya nodded his understanding and stated that 


perhaps in April. 


anti-narcotics Guatemala/UNSC 
however 


Column 4 


Zelaya gave us no indication that his 


belies his possible signing of 


simply lacks experience 
or acts on the last message 


leading opponents to underestimate his 
Zelaya may be maneuvering out of the bid 
blaming the contractor 

perhaps he 
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Ramon Masias 


V adding that Aleman has tried 


Masias acknowledged that it will 


the PLC still maintains working party 
certainly more robu 


Masias 


Column 5 


and then 
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but does not fear it noting that 


particularly among the youth who are attracted to 


Eduardo would win 40 percent of 
claimed Masias. He also dismissed FSLN assertions 
noting that many 


of his public messages Masias was unequivocal: while 
talking straight to 


the Nicaraguan people need to know that the 


although USG resources would be put to better use if more 


EVEN IF WE ARE UNPREPARED 


Masias claimed that 


Masias replied that he is a 
that it will be the best thing that 
even though Leoneses are not well 


000 per month for his small factory). In Nicaragua 
explained 
who considers commercial work much easier. He was 


lobbying delegation from the Brazil-U.S. Business Council, a co 
ne of economic grow 


Column 4 Column 5 
Alfonso Silva Roman (Movimiento para el Rescate 


or MRS); and Luis Felipe Perez Caldera 


they argued that Lewites and Montealegre also 
on Election Day the 


000 supporters and aims 

000. Most of these volunteers are young 

they explained noting that 
also the reason he garners the support of more 


and neither FSLN nor 


claimed 


but they will vote for Herty claimed Silva Roman 


but Nicaragua\'s political class; 


he explained. 


who is a candidate for 
asserted to Ambassador that 
and a 


he claimed he challenged the FSLN leaders when 


the MCA-N deserves credit for 
which was on the road to 


Column 4 
concurring with Secretary 


Tellez explained that he had cut his 


Tellez claimed he prefers to change the FSLN 


while the U.S. harbors serious doubts over Ortega\'s 


we would look favorably on the FSLNVs 
left-of-center party. Nonetheless 
asserting Vhe 


the change must come from below and from the younger 


not from the old Sandinista leadership in 
averred Tellez 


noting 


reasoning that the governments of 


Tellez cited 


patients have no 
and while during the 1980s the 
it has since climbed 


asserting that Ortega 
most recently 


Jose Saldivar 

which produces electric chassis for Ford 

echoed Masias\' assessment of CAFTA. While the 
they 


Column 5 


who noted that five of Leon\'s mayors 


Column 4 Column 5 
noting 

Leon has a talented pool of job 

after 

Leon is the area where banks are thriving most with 
customers continue to renew their 

although most will expire by January 

they said. ARNECOM is even expanding its 

although it does have a 


they can relocate to another 


NOT JUST 


but also help them exercise their 


Jorge Antonio Sarria and Carmen Maria Salgado 


current 


she claimed (Quinonez interrupted a Sequeira rally 


and will have an ample 
explained Media Rodriquez. 


who is an economist concurred with 
she averred that jobs are what people relate to not 
\" she 


citing tourism agro-industry 


Column 4 Column 5 
infrastructure and public services must improve to 

only 21 of Leon\'s 

she said. The group 


\" opined Salgado. 


WANT IT AND WONVT LOSE IT 


participants Enrique Padilla Chinandega 


also without exception they were clearly 


specifically that the U.S. will 
want it and will make sure we do not lose it Ne 
Ambassador replied that the MCC will 


which 
governability/rule of law 


Fenosa provides inadequate 


businessmen and officials of 


Column 4 Column 5 


2004 Municipal Elections 
511 
574 
815 


972 
567 


233 


2001 National Elections 
708 
119 
794 


local 


if for no other reason 

according to 

such as National Assembly Camino Cristiano Party (CCN) 
who recently joined Montealegre\'s 

the Sandinistas are duplicitous in their engagement 

she 


who have informed her that the 


we have yet to confirm any of them. 
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the oil 


a key aspect of the bid and 


the GOH has signed a 


determining how the bidding process would work then 


then thirty days to prepare a bid. Given this 


while this will result in one company distributing fuel 
&many national and international companies 


according to a source close to President 

the deal is pending a guaranteed savings clause to be 
s contract. (Note: This is consistent 

reported 


or roughly $20 million 

remains unclear. 

primarily U.S. companies Texaco and 
have continually stated that logistically they 
fuel needs individually. 

leaving the 


unreliable groups of 
or 


Column 4 


in private talks with 
Nasser denied this 


it would be impossible for him to value the business 


already active in 
expressed 


Ambassador asked Moncada about reports 


taking a solo trip there (March 27-29 including 


she said that terms of a 


the Energy Minister/PdVSA head 
and President Hugo Chavez 


and that a GOV-GOH PetroCaribe 


and the remaining 40 percent due 
based on the previously announced 
who 

s emissary due to her 


s inner circle of ministers 


which has a thermal energy generator plant 
had agreed on a deal to buy fuel at 
with the requirement that the 


including CAFTA). 


Column 5 


noting that 


said 


Column 4 
they were 


where the President and his key advisors 


company representatives personally met 
who promised not to change the 


while lengthening the period smoothes out 


s contract is 


it appears that the national bid process 
and bids could be accepted as early as 


and a potential bid winner looking for 
a showdown appears inevitable. What role 


but what is clear is the Zelaya administration 
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Rodrigo 


and is now managing the 


which is equivalent to Chief of 


Educational 


at age 27 


a major suburb of the San Jose metropolitan area. 


Column 5 
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and Employment History 


to the City Council of 
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with a degree in commercial law 


one of Costa Rica\'s 


Rodrigo apparently maintains a financial interest in 


Rodrigo Arias has 


Rodrigo assumed and still 
which is 


legal adviser 


Rodrigo served as president of the stock 
Rodrigo has directed the Agricultural 


he has served as president of the Sugar 


1946 Rodrigo is nearly six years 


Maria Andrea (DOB 27 


Rodrigo Antonio (DOB 2 Feb 1980) and Juan Rafael 
before divorcing in October of 1994. 

he is 

according to insiders since he began 


the former wife of Manuel 
President and part-owner of La Nacion 


ımbican business 


Column 4 
as the campaign was heating up 


a 
in its successful effort to win a 


ΕΒΙΝ5 local 


Facio and Canas. Rodrigo telephoned the Comptroller 


500. 
denies wielding any 
and called the bill for his services a mistake. 


and the issue 


and it is Oscar\'s vision that will drive the 
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Ambassador hosted all five deputies-elect 


some agricultural 
students 


the PUSC strategy was to promote a \"social agenda\" that 
in essence 


Column 5 
La 
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and the Citizens\' Action Party (PAC). 


buy off some of the opposition to the 


Column 4 Column 5 


down from the 19 seats in the last 
and its presidential candidate got only 3.5 percent 


four have served previously in 
and the fifth Ana Helena Chacon 


they reflected optimism that as a centrist 


who will be the PUSC faction leader 
noted the close relations between her party 


the United States. She regretted the 


the current Legislative Assembly went too far by 


for example were bound to be 


Column 4 


and she urged that the USG provide more assistance 


but it is 


stressing that the 


\" which means that their support 


we count a total of 38 


Column 5 
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it could be many months before a 
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\" while the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) said 


to include holding early municipal and local 


including the U.S. Canada 


focused more on the need to ensure 


but in a reference to the recent 
argued these arrangements should be negotiated in a 


the Council adopted a Presidential Statement (PRST) 


can be found at 


SRSG Valdes joined many other 


Canada France 
China and the UK 


charging that \"foreign interests had 


Column 4 


which it said was evidence of \"neo-imperialist\" 


\" it did not otherwise criticize the process or the 


\" UN SYG Annan was the 


it also expressed its intent to authorize 


\" while several other delegations 
and Argentina 


it was considering ways to increase support to 


Guyana 


the Bahamas -- on behalf of CARICOM -- said the 


while noting that it does not 


hoped that 


Column 5 


including Chile 
expressed support for MINUSTAH\'s 


district\'s population. Failure of the coming long season 


Column 4 Column 5 
\" and 
improved 


and institutional capacity-building. 


but SYG Annan cautioned that 


as well as several other delegations 


Ambassador Bolton noted that by the 
U.S. assistance to Haiti since 2004 will have 


000 in new reconstruction assistance to Haiti this year 
000 pledge last year. UNDPVs 


other delegations -- including the U.S. 
Canada and Austria (on behalf of the European Uni 


reform the HNP 
and proceed with disarmament 
and reintegration (DDR) of criminal gangs and 


revealed subtle differences of perspective 


\" he called 


argued that \"current efforts\" to reform the HNP 


and that Haitian 


including France Austria (for 
and Greece expressed concerns about human rights 


's price scheme may be to lower 


Column 4 Column 5 
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the personal negotiation track 


opponents are not because they fear 


tough remarks in Tokyo 
Nukaga and 


it will put pressure on 
possibly forcing him to back away from 


because Shimabukuro is 


but rather he opposes any planned 


GOJ 


but also warning 


Column 4 


Column 5 
and that if Shmabukuro kept talking and defending his 
Shimabukuro has tried to avoid making a 
in line with an Okinawan 
he described moving the runway more out to sea by using 
however offered a 


itis clear that a 


but for differing reasons. 

an opponent of the current 

told ConGen that Inamine has to take a 

and right now Shimabukuro is working harder than the 


he should take the initiative and make the 


Column 4 Column 5 
noting that both oppose the \"coastal Schwab\" 
however 


Shimabukuro is willing to 


especially since if the Mayor cuts a deal then 


if Nago can achieve a workable compromise with the GOJ 


at a minimum not do anything to stymie the new 
Inamine told ConGen that during the 1996 

Nago 

local communities and fishermanVs associations to get a 


Inamine said he was \"frustrated 


the 


noting that the GOJ did not plan to 


the \"true feelings V of 


Column 4 Column 5 


But Who Defines \"Local?\" 


which even many 


the definition of who is \"local\" has 

with those favoring Futenma relocation to 
or even 

while opponents insist all 


or about 5 percent of 


not just Nago/Henoko 


but was contradicted by former 
who asserted that \"local\" 
of course insist 


we want to make the \'appeal\' 


as such should be consulted on the 


\" Then Shimabukuro has Political Backing 
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Shimabukuro was supported 


Shimabukuro\'s support rose to 80 percent. 


Shimabukuro told ConGen officials that 


LDP Okinawa 

if not all 

however told us he had \"no use for [JDA 
possibly Moriya is giving Nukaga \"misinformation 


the chairman of the Kanucha Bay Resort (near Abu) met 


nembe 
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Nukaga and Moriya 


Mayor Shimabukuro promptly postponed his 
citing the need for 


since both Nukaga and Aso have announced they will 


Shimabukuro has been 


he is 


uncompromising 
however will undoubtedly make 
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aulty investigat 


Column 4 


March 30 


2006 


who will become chairman of the 
and followed by Chief Cabinet 


Administrative Reform Minister Chuma 


Natural Resources and Energy Agency 


and Deputy Chief 


showing clear differences in his approach 
while praising Japan\'s 


2006 


Column 5 


ty of the new govern 


Column 4 


DC 
he declared that he would critically refer to 


Bush 


clearly indicating differences in his approaches to these 


a 
in Washington. In 

Bush stated freedom and democracy are also taking 
Bush 

VI will 

who is expected to visit us shortly 

he revealed he 

a book depicting the life of President Mao Tse- 
telling the audience 


Bush revealed that in the meeting 
including religious 


the 


and other matters. | will also tell him that a 


000 Japanese troops are now stationed in 


Bush repeatedly emphasized the values of democracy 
noting: Because Japan became a democratic nation and a 
the leaders of Japan and the United States 


Column 5 


and in a subsequent question-and-answer : 


VI keenly realize how the rest of the 


he would directly 


Column 4 


2006 


including the mayor of Muthanna 

who are on a mission to Japan to study 

held a press conference at the Foreign Ministry 
\"It is the 


saying 


the Foreign Ministry or private corporations will 


British foreign ministers to meet in May on 


2006 


but if the foreign ministerial is arranged for May 


Aso during the recent Japan-US-Australia strategic 


2006 
the United States has 


the United Nations 


Column 5 


\"We hope that 


Column 4 


now pressed to make a decision 


no one would challenge us any more. 


secretary general of Iran\'s 
when he addressed a 


offensive foreign policies.\" This 
US representative to the 


who is in charge of arms control and international 
presumes that Iran has enough nuclear materials to 


the US government official predicts that Iran would 


V Ambassador Schulte said. Meanwhile 


Mottaki issued a warning to Japan 


\" says Koichiro 
director of the JIME Center at the Institute of Energy 
Japan. As it stands 


from now on 


and the US-led 


V says Kunihiko 
formerly a Foreign Ministry bureaucrat and now 


Column 5 


will have to pay for its 


Iranian Foreign 


Iran\'s best customer 


the United States and Iran remain 


will not likely go any further than to 


Column 4 


they will likely go on with sanction measures 
such as issuing no passports (sic) to high-ranking 
some 


Senior Vice Foreign 


in its heart of hearts 


V Schulte said. This US message had Japan in mind. 


\" Miyake said 
it\'s choosing between oil and 


2006 


and it details the process that led to his 


the Chinese intelligence agents ask him to tell them 


such as pressing him to tell them the names of Chinese 


but 


Column 5 


has no 


\"it\'s not choosing 


‘akhstan. The 
3 name of 


arimo 


m 2003 through February 2006. We understand ICE pla 


Column 4 


headed by Hashimoto 


2006 


Beijing 


arrived in 


former Foreign Minister Masahiko Komura 


and other members. Attention is now paid 


2006 


saying 


saying: \"The Foreign 


Column 5 


who 


\"It is 


Column 4 Column 5 


\" says new Ambassador to China Miyamoto 


2006 

Ambassador to 

who is to take his post on April 10 in 
2006 

Culture Sports 


\"The Diaoyu and islets belonging to 


however did not 


yesterday and 


2006 


Culture Sports 


known as 
are Japan\'s territory Ban expressed his 


Column 4 Column 5 


noting: \"The 
based on the examination 


2006 


2006 


Okinawa Prefecture. Given the difficulty to obtain Nago\'s 


the defense chef 


2006 


Trade and Industry Minister Toshihiro Nikai yesterday in 


if the government is reluctant to do so we are ready to 


ıny inf 
3s into secure a 


ere 
3spectors also confirmed H5N1 in a hawk foun 


1as impleme 


Column 4 


US need to work 


2006/03/31 


and in the interview 


saying 


he again called on the Japanese government to reopen its 


\"There is indeed the concern about whether 


he urged Beijing to revalue the yuan even further. 


Gutierrez analyzed: \"The US trade deficit is 


\" explaining 


US replies to Japan\'s inquiry 


2006 


Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) 


Column 5 


he 


\"The currency 


10 meeting on farmer compensation --------------------- 


Column 4 


according to provisional calculations by 


2006 

which 

for fiscal 

up 0.1 points from the preceding year. 


leading to 


when such a figure reached 1.5%. The Cabinet Office 


based on the revised value of the gross domestic product 
based on the amount of capital companies invested in their 


productivity 
and the 


capital contribution accounts 
productivity for 1.1% and labor force for 


Abe takes lead in 
seen 


2006 


the government\'s Second Challenge 
chaired by Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo 


started discussion on measures to help out-of-work people or 


including 


having an eye on the Liberal 


Column 5 


which reflects 


ia were listed on the 
1g increased seizures 


nary. 2. (u) Carl 


Column 4 


Column 5 
started moves to 


Abe said: \"It is important to build a 


Vit 
instead of 


the focus 


2006 


74 of 


then treasurer of the faction was not credible. The 


who then headed the faction 


and 
the LDP\'s chief of secretariat 


while pointing 


President A 


Column 4 


as well as minimize damage to the faction. He also 


by mentioning the retired senor LDP official after 


the judge stated: 


chances are strong that he will be charged with a 


effective on April 1. 


80 


Kuriyama served in such 
advisor to the ministry 
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even during the height of the 
he had been able to conduct the Embassy\'s 


he continued 


Tarzi said 


Column 5 


and Tokyo 
will assume 


and Katsuya Onishi 
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many are going out of their way 


inviting Afghan GEN 


Column 4 Column 5 


Tarzi said but under 

and 
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he said 


but distinguished this from active interdiction of 


the GOP would not decline next time. 


the Ambassador apprised the 


Column 4 
the Ambassador continued 


reaping the benefits of 
increased recruitment opportunities and an 


and channeled 


then perhaps Ms. Aslam would have had 
the USG remains firm in its view that 


but again 


in accord with Pakistan\'s 
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but the extent of GDP loss is really 
\" Schmitz told Econoff on March 13. 


and the failure of 
will undoubtedly 


more 
the lack of short 


exports account for about 29 percent of 
cotton and coffee are Tanzania\'s 


Gervis Kavishe 


Column 5 
we have warned the GOP 
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Director of Cargill Cotton in 


Column 4 Column 5 
told Econoff on March 28 that the Tanzania 


000 bales of cotton. 
post\'s USAID agricultural officer noted 


such as 


many 
thus damaging the 2006 


\" 
Director of External Affairs at the 


once the long rains start 
the private sector returns to 
the long rains have begun in many 


water levels continue to drop and threaten a 


power is being 


the shocks culminating in early 
like in 
appealed for food aid. Power rationing was 


in 2003 Tanzania\'s economy continued to grow at 
demonstrating increasing resilience to 


Tanzania\'s 
as Judy O\'Connor Country 
noted \"such breadth is vital to 


and the East African 
has increased food prices considerably 


Column 4 Column 5 
IMF has revised its 2006 


the Bank of 


Managing Director of Export Trading 


with staple products such as maize 
rural areas of the country where 


higher fuel prices are also increasing inflationary 
prolonged power rationing power 
diesel generators. 


\" meaning that TANESCO 


such as hotel rates 
had also not yet been adjusted to 
growing by 


expenditures were about Tsh 681 


the World Bank\'s Country Director told 


and also roads. The EIU\'s 2006 


expressed a slightly different 
noting that \"an overall injection of government 


targeting capital investments with a 
sustainable 


40 organizations landing on illegal 


led Senators Crapo (ID) and Allard (CO); Representatives Peterson (MN), English (PA), King (IA), Iss 


» business leade 


Column 4 


the interest 


\" Schmitz told 


if true 


as Alastair Moon 
pointed out 


after hearing that oft recited 


one 


the 

poor harvests 

only complicate the translation 
Tanzania\'s macro-economic 


achieving the growth rates needed to 


and creating President Kikwete\'s one million jobs by 
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many of Taiwan\'s most 


now they were heading to China to work 


Column 5 


\"such practice is 


\"Tanzania 


and higher (if not 
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Column 4 


citing 


now almost two years old 
but a lack of 


they said 
Singapore and Korea in 


\" one 


Column 5 


wants to open up and 


Column 4 


the government had 
overly politicized 
they suggest 


if not antagonistic 
business. 
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citing the high readership of the 


several contacts 


on the edge of the city 


said Pava 
as had happened with Zengo. (Note: After much delay 


the GOH ended plans to place a radar station on Mt. 


Column 5 


and out of touch with the 


the DPP has 
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including Klein 


had some residents 


no lobby had coalesced around the 


Column 4 Column 5 


and the mines were closed in the early 1990s. 
one of Pecs\'s suburbs was proudly named 


which now employs 
000 workers according to Pava 


a new airport with a 1 500-meter-long 
with twice-weekly flights to Vienna 


and several contacts described 

the city\'s development is hampered by 
but 

the project was all but 

and that 

given that it would lead to the Croatian 
which suffers more severely from 
major public-works projects 

which lacked the 

leading to recriminations and an 


yet Pecs lacks an 
graduates could seek work in Gyor 


and the town\'s population is slipping. (Note: 
broader demographic trends are 


1 remain 


Column 4 


But Not A Decisive One 


she said 


however: according to Pava 
it is \"90 percent" Catholic. Yet only about 20 
he added 


however 
and was likely 


where 


as was the case under the former regime 


regardless of which party is in power. (Comment: 
there is little potential for conflict 


Pecs officials appear to 


confirmed 

but ethnicity is not a fault line in Baranya 

he said. The father mentioned one local congregation 
German 


of which she 
and that the Germans were 


said Pava. 


Column 5 


but was 


himself a member of the 


and any 


that the local Catholic Church had somewh 


he 


since state 


Column 4 Column 5 
and there 

near-total unemployment in certain 

equal access to housing and 

Pecs is home to the Gandhi High School which sets 
the same Roma have shown true mettle. The Forum of 

a national Roma-based 


has candidates on the 


none of the 


ineffective at serving their 


said Klein Roma do go to the ballot 
and they are both \"deliberate and strong.\" 


and the party is running national figures in two of 

currently at the top of 

was elected to the legislature in 

1998 and 2002 from Pecs\'s second district where she is 
\" 

in spite of how rarely 


perhaps as a favorite-daughter figure. 
running for 

has 

he won handily with 68 percent of the vote 
Toller 

although that honorific 

Pecs-based news daily 


Klein dismissed Toller as an 
his 


Column 4 Column 5 
Toller is a well-established incumbent 

1998 and 2002. 

Toller doubled as MSZP deputy 

although in this term he holds no title of 


local issues 


where ur-communists and far-right 


Baranya County is 
and -- promisingly -- 


despite efforts by the local FIDESZ chapter to 


although the outlying districts will 
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such as 


we wanted to enhance our 
which would become even 


the Secretary added. 


the Ambassador noted the strict bank 


he Working Group to date and direct 


h he had initially be 


without putting in jeopardy upcoming House hearing 


Column 4 Column 5 


the Secretary said that cooperation was good and 


which would improve our ability to focus 


stressed PM Lee. It was the only country 


\" said PM Lee. 


the battle against radical Islam 
argued SM Goh. 


Jemaah Islamiya 


the democracy message was not well received advised SM 
since many of the region\'s leaders were not democratic. 


but democracy combined 


in part by welcoming more students from 


but haven\'t completely eliminated 
noted the Secretary. Groups 


ned additional information 


Column 4 


but we could see the 
which posed a new 
the Secretary observed. The USG was 


but would require a change in 
which were geared more toward known 


it was 

stated PM 

the government could focus the public\'s attention 
the initial 


but racial tensions did emerge. The Prime 


it would embolden terrorists. 


but was now moving in the right 


but madrassas were still \"churning out more cohorts\" 


but if the situation continued to 


Column 5 
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it could attract foreign elements warned DPM 


a long-term trend toward 
warned SM Goh. Both societies were 


SM Goh said they would not succeed. 
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Pado said that just as the 
now the MOI needs 


not just 
but Schengen issues as well. 


Pado was 


he said 


extremism wasn\'t given adequate attention until 
when the police corps started to 


hippies) as well. 


Column 4 
which 


but Pado said 


as some 


Pado thinks the groups 
he 
Pado 


he believes 


and like 


BUT NOT OUT 


did not mean that its members would go 


and the government 
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Takafumi Horie. As 


Nagata presented an e-mail that seemed to come from 


which turned 
served to reverse the DPJVs growing 


Column 5 
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Column 4 Column 5 
the DPJ 


every DPJ staffer 


shared her opinion that the resignations 
a party disciplinary committee 


according to media 
will resign his Diet seat. 


a tabloid weekly reported on 


Shukan Shincho asserted. 


Kozo Watanabe Yukio Hatoyama and Ichiro Ozawa. Ozawe 


one in which current DPJ 


the staffer 


which is set to end in September. This 
at all costs 


Column 4 Column 5 


a leader 
reformist wing in the September 2004 


which he won by only two votes. 
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and said collaboration between government 


asking if defaulting on payments might put Lesotho 


which has traditionally borrowed on concessionary 
was not included in 


although the Governor of the 


crucial as it is to job creation and foreign 


SACU (South Africa Botswana 


which exports garments to the United States under the 
AGOA. End Note. She 


e 


Column 4 


for example requiring a person who 


for example informal 


poor waste 


however 
and 


he 
left a lot to be desired. 


the GOL was 


not recognizing the importance of time to a 


Column 5 


e preventing Karni f 


Slightly lowe 


Column 4 


GOL officials had discussed partnerships with Chinese 


and encouraged 
agriculture and livestock 


a former Lesotho Ambassador to the United 
and World Bank Vice President 


of which this event is but one example 
especially when 
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Komeito 


March 31 


MOFA had prepared a yen loan program for FY 2005 in 


Toyama related 


Column 5 


was appointed to this 
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but the decision on the China 


in late 


Column 4 


when the two countries had agreed to end the 
he said 


it was suddenly decided 


Foreign Policy 


but traditional step needed 
MOFA decided to delay 


he observed 


he lamented 


he observed. 


who has good relations with PRC leaders 


Hidenao 

with a view toward early resolution. Toyama 
also noted that as a sign of the growing domestic 
not all 


he said 


however 


Column 5 


it was decided to reduce the 


it would 


there has been no 


all 


some Komeito 


Column 4 Column 5 
agreeing with LDP hard 


on March 30 Komeito Secretary 


MOFA Economic Cooperation Bureau First Country 


610 000 of grant and technical cooperation assi: 
such as the 

deforestation desertification) and 

SARS avian influenza 

and cultural assistance (e.g. youth exchanges 

and media broadcast 

800 000 in FY 

800 000 which consists of the two above foci 
plus two 

taxation and 


and poverty reduction in rural areas (6.0. 
water and sanitation). 
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000 scale to statistics on the number of 
to basic economic and census data to the 

to 


to access by citizens 
it enables \"petty\" 


solicit extra-legal fees from) citizens 


however it has been used to harass 


or even by individual 

to be inimical to its authority or 
jailed in 2003 and 2004 for 

\" were released in recent 


Column 4 


Column 5 
who had been abducted 


a former head of the intelligence agency who 


torture 


historian and researcher 
\"free access to information is 


and found Mongolia\'s to be the most 


noted \"(T)he most critical shortcomings in 


lems that 


Column 4 


press and association. Authorities 
thus 
media 


such as parliamentary debates 


Y and obtaining them becomes a complicated 


and Torture 


which provides up to eight 


a head of the General 


Baatar was 


he has sent information about his 


one of the 


2003 


that alleged that then 


the parliament voted against a petition by the 


but permitted the prosecutor to continue 


Column 5 


reticent to 
or civil society 


are treated as 


MP Gundalai held a press conference at 


nore basic national 
58 


Column 4 Column 5 


there has 


Baatar recalled that GIA agents -- headed by a 


a 

2003 GIA agents arrested him while he was 
dank bedless cement cell with no running 
he was let outside twice for 


then reverted after the commissioner left 


and 134 pounds four months later. After 
Baatar said he was sent to Zaisan 
those in 


in a toilet with only two commodes. 


the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture 
visited Mongolia at the invitation of 


L. Sanjaasuren and D. Enkhbat. Both 


8 still 


Column 4 


Sanjaasuren (who was regarded 


Enkhbat was 
and is reported to be 


Enkhbat Damiran 
was beaten by officers of 


smuggled across the 


and then to the Mongolian embassy in Berlin. 


to confess to the murder of the well- 
a former Minister 


Enkhbat Damiran was 

forced to sit on a stool for hours 

and was subjected to mock 
Lodoisambuu Sanjaasuren 

was retained by Enkhbat Damiran. In 
Lodoisambuu 


Channel 25 

broadcast the video. 

a former intelligence agent 
Lodoisambuu 


an 


Column 5 


who was seeking 


among other 
beaten on 


a 


and Enkhbat 
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where 


the Special Rapporteur visited Enkhbat 
who is currently detained in Prison No. 413 
a strict regime facility and is serving 


Enkhbat Damiran was examined by an independent 
had difficulty breathing and was suffering from 
among other 

and that he was in need of immediate medical 


including appropriate medication. Although 
he 


and that no laws or human 
however the Mongolian agents acted 
the Governments of France and 


demanding in both cases 


now minister of agriculture and food) 


the Ambassador also 


Column 4 


and received 


but had never received any response. 


in 1994 and 2004. By 
Sanjaasuren had risen to Vice Minister of 
then was forced to resign as public pressure 


and 


Sanjaasuren again began to 


he held the 


which was reduced on appeal to 70 


he became head of the prison administration 


Sanjaasuren is credited by 


but made a 36- 


the lawyer first told Mongolian news 
but did not reveal the 


then Justice and Home Affairs Minister 


Column 5 


Column 4 Column 5 
the Prosecutor General the Supreme Court 


after receiving no reaction from any of these 


he was surveilled by GIA agents and 
the case 
a two-day closed trial of Sanjaasuren 


who acted as his own defense attorney 


which made disclosure of the 


and said he had heard from sources just 


which turned out to be the verdict. 


Sanjaasuren linked EnkhbatYs abduction 


the fallout from Enkhbat\'s abduction along 


helped to 
and was one reason the MPRP 


Sanjaasuren 


due to the reforms he 


and he had been permitted to cook his own 


although medical care was 


he said he had been retained two days 


Column 4 Column 5 


including a son who is a prison 
and 


akey 


the Embassy prioritized the 


a package which lists measures and 


which is used to 
and sometimes imprison journalists and 


by advocating 


we are soliciting proposals (for funding 


and to outline an approach to revise the State 
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auditors were researching BAWAGV 


Column 4 Column 5 


no matter how 


were used to following orders from a central point 


most Asayish wanted to stay on the government\'s 


Column 4 Column 5 


3/31/2006 7:51 O6PRISTINA286 
3/31/2006 8:09 O6NAIROBI1 434 
3/31/2006 8:15 O6SINGAPORE1047 


which would entail improved knowledge about 


technology to detect 


thus making them more attractive to exporters. The 


offered Secretary Chertoff. To this end 


now beginning a trial period here. The 


but was non-committal. The Secretary and the 


which 


which it would 


agreed Secretary 
though the introduction of fingerprint information 


Column 4 Column 5 


but suggested working through a 


such as APEC to get multilateral buy-in 


Wong recommended Singapore and the United States 
with 


which operate semi-independently of previous al-Qa\'ida 
said Wong. Noting that authorities 


particularly through improved education and 


\" concluded Wong. 


said Wong how \"normal people\" become 


Singaporean Islamic scholars had been counseling 


MHA staff explained 


which included 
taking care of their 


\" said Wong but concerns about inciting the 


Wong 


litional 


Column 4 
which U.S. 


claimed U.S. law enforcement officials had 


claimed 


\" but as an illustration of the need to 


and counterterror cooperation with 


however 
but had released many after 
said Wong\'s 


and new splinter groups had formed. Given political 
Singapore was concerned about the sustainability 


y 
the Jl 


and Malaysia has Wa good 
\" though Sabah is still problematic. 


potentially 


Column 5 


other Southeast Asian 


remained an 


to qualify for trade benefits under 


caused an increase in the demand for alternative protein sources 


Column 4 Column 5 


though the GOS is not 


what is currently a purely local issue could become 
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who said differences 


the Embassy has not been called in to receive a 


containing \"impudent 


in 
\"Vietnam has obviously 


such as democracy human rights 
to interfere with 


Column 4 Column 5 


Le Dzung in which he 
levels 
histories and cultures between nations 


including Thanh Nien Tuoi Tre and 
on their online webpages. Unlike last year 


during an extensive discussion on 


the subject of the Human Rights 


between 2000 and 2004 State- 


and apparently made \"for form\'s sake only.\" He 


at the same time be removed from the list of 


such as by reducing the number of prisoners of 


ishment for 


Column 4 Column 5 


working to implement a new 
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Party Secretary General 


1936 


1927 


1944 


ith no professed agen 


Column 4 


1937 


Lao People\'s Army 


1928 
Sam Neua District 


1941 


Column 5 


rpretation. Although some in the 


Column 4 Column 5 


Member of Standing 
Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs to the 


1945 


Ministry of National Defense 


MND 


1944 


President of 


Cabinet of the Party Central Committee; Minister Attached 


1945 


Member of National Assembly 


4th Legislature of National Assembly Xieng Khouang 


Column 4 


Column 5 
Standing Committee 4th National Assembly 
4th National 
1951 
1949 
Sayaboury Province Head of 


1956 


Borikhamxay Province 
Bolikhamsai province 


1953 


Party Central Committee Control Board 
National Assembly Standing Committee 


1939 
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Vientiane Municipality 
Vientiane Municipality 
Sayaboury Province 
Luang Prabang Province 


1945 


member of the National Assembly 
4th National Assembly Savannakhet 
4th National Assembly 


1953 


1948 


1943 
Viengthong District Houaphan 
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1943 


Xieng 


Houaphan Province 


1948 

National Assembly Member of National 
Savannakhet Province in charge of Commerce and 
1954 


Houaphan Province 


Phongsaly Province 
Party Central Committee Control 


1952 
Phongsaly Province 
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Vientiane Province 


1942 


Xaysomboun Special Zone 
MND ranked Brigadier 


1940 


member of 


Party Propaganda and Training Committee 


1951 
Sieng Khor District 


Xiengkhouang province 


1954 
Champhone District 
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Ministry of Industries and 


Ministry of Industries and Handicraft 


1949 


Xieng Khouang Province 


1948 
Muang Kham District 


National Organization for Studies of Policy and 


1947 
Xieng Kho District 


Member of National Assembly 


1955 
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Sekong Province 


1950 
Lamam District 


President 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 


and Western and Developing 


1936 
Champassak Province 


Head of Political Committee for 


member of 


1946 


1938 


Column 5 


Lao National Commission for 


Responsible for 
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1946 
Vientiane province 


Chief of Cabinet of 


1958 


Governor 


1942 


1951 


Column 4 Column 5 
Phongsaly province 


1953 53 


Phongsaly district and province 


Deputy 


1953 


Party Committee Secretary for 


1949 


1955 


Rector of 


1955 
Khoun district Xieng Khouang 
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1966 


1958 
Attapeu province 


member of 5th National 


representing 


1946 


1959 
Salavan province 


member of 


Column 4 
1968 
Houaphanh province 


1955 


1957 


Governor 


Khammouane province 


1957 


1959 


1948 
Pek district 


Column 5 


Xiengkhouang 
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Posts and Construction 
MCTPC 


1953 
Champassak district and 


Mr. Thongvang Sihachak 


Mr. Oneneua Phommachanh (25) Mr. Phoumi 

Mr. Bouathong Vonglokham (29) Mr. 

Mr. Sengnyong Vongchanhkham 

Mr. Cheuying Vang (44) Mr. Le Kakanya (45) 


Mr. Kenekham Senglathone (46) 
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has 


as did Kremlin Foreign Policy 


not the U.S. 
and said it badly misrepresented U.S. policy. 


Y Ivanov said the article was \"not serious\" 


Commander of 
focused on the article\'s 


Column 4 


a former MOD official now at an Academy of Sciences 


told the press that the Foreign Affairs article 


but confirmed that the general 


a warning to Russian 


a former Duma Defense Committee 
raised the article in a March 28 meeting 


but said the article\'s publication in Foreign 


who chairs an advisory group on 
told us officials 


the accusation that Russia passed 
and the lack of U.S. 


especially in the MOD 


noting 


it would 


Column 5 


and an attempt to intimidate 


Column 4 


there is wide suspicion that 
especially in the 

may 

or at least 


ISN 
and U/S Burns) should expect 


or at least 
to be in a position of nuclear primacy vis-a-vis 
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and 


pro status quo V'China Times" editorialized that President 


the DPP Should Carry out 


000] said in 


high-ranking DPP officials must learn the 


Column 5 
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Column 4 


000] 


the ruling DPP 
and actually carry out 


000] 


the DPP faces not only a \'crisis\' created by lower 
but also a Vdifficult situationV 


the fact that junior legislators dare to collectively 


such as President Chen 
would be willing to hand over power 
and listen to peoples\' voices 


000] said 


the DPP must democratically re-construct its policy 


and the DPP is 


Column 5 


share their power 
that would be the key to 


Column 4 
English-language \"Taiwan News\" [circulation: 
000] opined in an editorial (3/31): 


the process of party affairs and 
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D.C. A VChina 


not pursuing permanent 

has dispelled U.S. 

a 

also said \"Given Ma\'s fluent 
congenial manner 


convincing them that neither he nor his party will be as 


however 
adding that Ma has patronized 


\" Wang said 
the Republic of Taiwan 


\" which was delivered at Harvard 
Ma mentioned that over the next ten years 


Column 5 
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and oratorical skills 


defined Ma\'s trip as an official 


Wand his call on China to 


Column 4 Column 5 
they suggested has 

if 

he will use his two terms to transform Taiwan 


whose term of office 
will visit the United States in April. 


Taiwan 


however is also 
when Ma 


some observers said he was reassuring Washington. But 


in order to 


particularly when one 


in which 


so every move the Chen administration makes even 


is seen by Beijing as pushing for \"Taiwan independence.\" 


some observers 


Column 4 Column 5 


who supports the Falun Gung 
might threaten the stability of 


too has started a heated discussion about the \ 
especially those interested in 
are trying to raise their visibility by 


said Sun are stunned to discover how easily 


and China? The answers to these questions may 
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\"No \" while Kyoto University Prof. 
\"Yes\" 

\"No \" while Kyoto University Prof. 
\"Yes\" 


2006 


Column 4 


professor at the Institute of Social & Economic 
Osaka University: Widening social disparity 


when the Koizumi administration made a start? 
the 


the jobless rate 
when it was at its 


income disparity has widened 


arguing (the disparity is expanding).\" 


why do you think many people feel the gap widening? 


those who possess them see the value of their 


so there is time lag. This sort of gap (in assets 


for 


those who have been doing well in IT businesses. They 


they created their way of living by 


Column 5 


but the cause is 


Column 4 Column 5 


many young people turned into freeters. 


arguing \'Instead of cutting wages 


I thinkg the ratio of regular employees to total 


but those who are already freeters would find 


given their ages. Public 
including vocational training is necessary for them.\" 


has served in the 


professor at Kyoto University: Competition- 


has 


000 in 1995 to 
000 000 in 2005. The most serious cases are fo 
poor young people and fatherless 


Column 4 Column 5 


though the number of elderly 


everybody had incentive 
they 
and there is also a rise in crimes. 


but it is true that market fundamentalism and the 


but they have gone 
failing to pay attention to the poor; as a result the 


for example 


the so-called Koizumi reforms have helped corporate 


but the benefits of all these have not been passed along 


for example." 


including improving 
and expand the current lowest level of 


Column 4 Column 5 


has served as professor there in 1986; majored in 


2006 


Japan 


the government will entrust the H- 
Japan\'s mainstay launching vehicle to private 


Japan\'s 


well 


the ruling Liberal Democratic Party\'s special 


Katsuyuki Kawai presiding as deputy chairman over the 
proposed establishing a space activities law. The 


meanwhile is aimed at its 


Column 4 Column 5 


Kawai 


\" he says. 


once enacted would allow the Defense Agency to 


as well as high-performance spy satellites. 


\" says former Education Culture 

who chairs the subcommittee. 

\" he adds V'itVs critical to utilize space for strategic 
including the areas of national security diplomacy 


the new legislation is also 


the Diet resolution has served to deter Japan from being 
a coalition 

has treated the 1969 Diet resolution in a 

so the LDP cannot necessarily expect the 


the LDP will 


a number of space development programs are separately 


Culture Sports 
Trade and Industry (METI) and the Ministry 


a one-time government board 
was also demoted to the 


we can\'t go ahead with multipurpose satellite 
including agriculture environmental 


and disaster prevention \" says Japan Aerospace 
who was on 


Column 4 Column 5 
Japan has now embarked on a quasi-zenith satellite 


the government 


there is no choice but to depend on the 


the Council for Science and Technology Policy (CSTP) a 
released a report on Japan\'s 


however went no further than to suggest the need fo 


Ltd. (MHI) will 


and 
\" says 
general manager of the Space Systems 


the H-2A will be at amoment of truth in fiscal 2008 or 


the H-2A can deliver 3-4 satellites 

MHI will annually deliver acommercial 

in addition to public satellites. 

some wonder if Japan will be able to survive the tough 


Column 4 Column 5 


\" an MHI official says \"and there\'s no language 
MHIVs clients are taking a frosty look at MHI. 

\" 

\" he says. 

US and European rivals have experienced more than 100 


the H-2A has made only nine successful flights into 


while the H2-A costs approximately 9 billion yen. China a 
provides payload 


according to its official. 


the European Union\'s Ariane rocket-the strongest of 


MHI will 


but we should first think of 
\" says an MHI official. 


replaced with foreign products 


space-related industries sustained a decrease 


however is half the 


Column 4 Column 5 


the greater part of it is public-sector 
according to 2003 statistics. 


Ltd. manufactures space-related equipment. 


Shogo Kitahara is concerned about Japan\'s 
\" 

\"we don\'t know about satellite development in the 

\"We must have prospects or we can\'t ask our 


so we can\'t get information we need for 


there is a microchip for space-related equipment. 
or EPG for short. 


JAXA discovered a glitch in the chip. EPGs were used for an 


which is the H-2A\'s prototype more 

however the rate of domestic products is down to 
V says Mamoru Endo project manager of JAXA\'s H-2A 
\"Once these technologies die out it will be 


wondering if they can 
\" 
\"we can\'t build the H-2A in five years.\" 


Column 4 


2006 


which was introduced in January when 
is effective to prevent bid- 


including Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Lt. (MHI) and 


on suspicion that 


the FTC has started detecting alleged rigging of 


which is effective to detect 
including cartels 


since the system 


the responsibilities of executives of 


giving up 
is the only way to save their companies 


the standard for calculating 


Column 5 


in the United States and 


rather 


Column 4 Column 5 
the fine once six 


has been increased to 10 percent. A fine of 15 percent 


the leniency system is a 


reportedly 


but they have always broken their 


2006 


Ltd. a leading auto parts maker of the Toyota 
plans to construct a plant for foundry pieces made out of 

Aichi Prefecture. Foundry pieces 

because of 


the company will expand its 

President Morita told its 

Aishin Seiki Co. also drew 
Hokkaido. 


its attitude has gradually changed. 
will build a new plant for the first time in 11 


Column 4 

and Hitachi Construction Machinery Co. 

both in Hitachi-Nakaminato 

Ibaraki Prefecture. By investing more than 40 billion yen 


\" said Hitachi 
but some 


creating a favorable cycle in which jobs and household 
personal consumption is stimulated next 


listed companies expect to 


capital investments also increased as earnings were 


the first new factory in 30 years. The aim is to 


we will not be able to win\" in 


companies have boosted 


though 


Column 5 
also plan to build 


still remember the experience of having hac 


Column 4 Column 5 


which has increased the output of 
some voice concern about the recent 


the yen\'s value 


encouraging domestic firms to 
if the US economy slows down or if the 


the brakes 


Japanese business executives 
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\"he said. This is helped by the 
though Muong people are technically a separate 
they are 


but warned that 


for example the Ambassador said he met 


Column 4 Column 5 


\" he added. 


Son La PPC Chairman Hoang Chi 


Chairman Thuc was much more 
Thuc noted that 

000 because the new reservoir 

000 

but the likely 

000 households in locations \"better 


Thuc elaborated that Son La benefits financially 


new roads and new irrigation in resettled 


000) to move each household a relatively small 


Hoa Binh has developed a phased relocation strategy 


the PPC reclaims the surrounding land from previous 


Column 4 Column 5 


the Ambassador visited one of the 
the ethnic \"White\" Thai village 


still under construction that cuts 


reassembled homes. The effect was somewhat 


but worried about the land issue. There is also 


the 


more than two thousand students have graduated 


hold high university degrees) and another four are 


Column 4 Column 5 
attended university). 


but the faculty 


000 or six million VND per student. 


students as old as twenty have joined Grade 10. 


students are required to sign a 


but this is a relatively recent 
less than two percent of the students were 


000 


he said. 


the Ambassador 


he said. However the Ambassador 


Column 4 Column 5 


but 


but if it truly represents the size and make- 
Son La will have to 


after six months the PPC has not begun to 
how much compensation is due to 
whose land should be allocated to the new 


etc. Given the huge amount of money provided by 
the tensions caused by 


they may go far in 
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with 


the Kremlin is 


notably from Dmitriy Rogozin and Mikhail 
and an 


that reshuffle has been the primary point of 
as that issue 


MEDVEDEV AND SERGEY IVANOV 


Column 4 Column 5 


Norilsk 


telling us Putin is 


leaving himself the option of running 


but would not 


however with Moscow Carnegie CenterVs 
for instance casting doubt on the reports 


Putin appeared 


Medvedev has sought to take advantage of the 
seemingly trying to cast himself as a 


Medvedev has made a point of running the Cabinet 


brusquely giving 

although he has not always done so persuasively. 
including an honor guard 

a sociologist specializing in elite 

has recently written that Medvedev\'s televison 


while Sergey Ivanov has more successfully 


Medvedev has been 


Column 4 


but it comes with 

as many observers are underscoring. Mastering the 
as 

is a significant bureaucratic challenge 

only housing offers any real chance of 

a corruption scandal involving 

even if Medvedev 

an advisor to presidential 


predicted to us that such 
sullying 


Medvedev must deal with political 


by 
he should have almost as large a 


Fradkov pared down his own 


forcing Medvedev to lessen his demands 


such as insisting that Medvedev be put 
which offers 


reports surfaced 
the 28-year-old son of Putin insider 
would be appointed to head the newly formed 


who said others encouraged the idea to 
by contrast 


observers agree that Medvedev faces a tough 


Column 5 


Qnd Medvedev has already publicly compla 


Venediktov 


told us that 


Column 4 
despite being given an early chance to succeed. 


possibly even this year 


and that if he does well 


Sergey Ivanov also gained from the 
which made him a Deputy Prime Minister 


taking a public relations 


and Putin recently broaden his 
putting him in 


observers are also watching other 


which could have been planted 
that Putin is considering installing 


and he should not be counted out for the succession. 


the well-connected assistant to 
noted to 


and he hinted that Kozak\'s succession prospects 


the former Tyumen governor who was appointed to 


Column 5 


but the presidential 


Column 4 


as a possible albeit still dark-horse contender. 


others 


despite his low profile 


and any resulting impact on the 
remain unclear. According to Ryabov 
Ryabov continued 


with Putin 
by some accounts 


8 close 
has kept an extremely low profile but 


a close Yakunin advisor 


Yakunin was using his post at 


including 


head of the 


Column 5 


was proving effective 


Sobyanin\'s 


and thus to 


told us Yakunin was keeping 


Column 4 Column 5 
the Kremlin has made significant progress in 


at a Rodina party 
Dmitriy Rogozin stepped down as the 
being replaced by Aleksandr Babakov. 


a claim that virtually no observers doubt. By 
Rogozin -- although a \"Kremlin project" in 


seen as a clear signal 


the Kremlin finds Babakov 
and will allow the party to 


the Kremlin has been working on 


itwas 


the democrats continue to show meager 


with Yabloko and the Union of Right 


or at least elements therein may also be 

with Ryabov 

for instance that new DPR leader Andrey 
albeit 


but 


Column 4 
other political figures are being discussed 


all will be viewed primarily through the 
and many decisions will be taken 


many of the players will also look to feather 


Ivanov stressed 
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and toward (equally broad and 
\"inclusive social 

\"good governance\" 


which we would welcome. The new CSP is 
while helping Laos move to 


employment intensive 


as well. The ADB Resrep led 


offering 
but contained 


that further ADB engagement in Laos is justified 


Column 5 
and the 


the process is only beginning and 
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and \"regional integration\". 


and safeguards 


Column 4 


even for things like \"will we allow a 
more sound financial management 
and people\'s participation (that is flatly 
but 

long the 


is the whole problem. Ifthe 


it didn\'t 


who explained why ADB must now 


like those applied to other 


due to GoL failures to 


rule of law 
and other aspects of governance 


some of it 
and for not watching what is 
itself the source of a great deal of feckless 


India 
and therefore pays little heed to the quality of 


Column 5 


public 


are to come 


and other large developing 


Column 4 Column 5 


looser project oversight and sloppy budget 


a practice Post will emulate. Some 
such as pushing industrial tree 


Thai and Indonesian 


ADB\'s successes should not be discounted. 
there would be no infrastructural 
the population is growing fast 


and there are some new roads and other 


$710 million in loans came Laos\' way (grants only 

$557 of it direct and $154 million 
regional use. Of the money given directly to 

28 percent went to transportation and communications 


19 percent 

12 percent to agriculture and 

8 percent to finance industry 

8 percent to education 5 percent to 
for the 


contains any reference to the poverty reduction 
and (also a first) has been glimpsed by donors before 


and quite 


Column 4 


then Soviet 


this is still an extremely poor country 


GDP 


underemployment is endemic 


despite ΙΕΙ attempts to install reforms. 


and education is in the hands of a corrupt 


however 
is greeted with applause from donors wont to 


the 


suggesting 


instead of good government. There\'s a 


at last there is a belated measure of donor 


Column 5 


then 
if 


crime is rising 


Column 4 


and the attitudes the IFls are 


though 
but 


of the three 
World Bank 
while ADB is most 


those priorities should 
nutrition 


and reflexively repressive regime. Small business 


infrastructure 
while doubtless to the good 


and why one and all should acquiesce in their 


and the GoL\'s refusal to 
are to consider that to bankroll a 
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but at the same time stress 


Column 5 


no one is likely to really do much. 


and Asian Development Bank) 


and education projects 


is seized upon by 
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Column 4 Column 5 


numerous incidents involving 


and especially the proliferation of 
raised fears 

incidents 

at least partially 

and DiliVs infamous rumor mill 


however Embassy sources 
with the exception of several whose houses 


report that everyone has 


Embassy 

citing two of 

SHT and Sete-Sete as primarily responsible. 
such as revenge theft 


Foreign Minister Jose Ramos Horta appeared noticeably upset 
and downright deceitful\" reporting on the weeks 


Lusa (Portugal) and Antara (Indonesia). He 
Internews 


remarking also on its funding via USAID. 


his quotes were themselves not 


it reflects 


Column 4 Column 5 


the dismissed FDTL soldiers have not been 


he asked them to disperse and to remain calm. He said 


including the Prime Minister continue 


according to private conversations conveyed 
Foreign Minister Ramos Horta and Minister of 
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burned a fire and held a 1-hour march in 


\"as if it was 

reported Ozgur Gundem and Evrensel dailies in the 

according to daily Ozgur Gundem. DTP while 

Adana Siirt and Batman to calm 


at the same time called on the government \"to take 


human rights 
and civil society members should undertake 


Column 4 Column 5 


civil society representatives and 


and said that there was an urgent need for display 


three people have been killed and many people had been 
and many wounded 


then to the civil society members to approach the 


did not open their businesses throughout the day 


Cumhuriyet and Zaman dailies 


sticks and Molotov cocktails as the forces 


DTP provincial 


gave instructions to people in Siirt not to open 


Deputy 
DTP provincial chairperson Ahmet Cengiz 


Column 4 


it would do harm to the 
\"17 people have died to 
we do not want anybody to be the 18th.\" Some of the 


CHP and Motherland Party 


and attempted to 


said that Roj TV committed 


Spokesperson of Ministry of Foreign 
said in a press announcement held yesterday that 


\" told Tan to 


the mayors were praising Abdullah 


PKK members were extorting money at the 


the PKK was aiming to confront people 


Van Prosecutor who prepared the 


Column 5 


Column 4 Column 5 
still has not been sent to the Higher 


Musa Sivacioglu 


and 


noted Yeni Safak 
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including Dariga 
who is the president\'s daughter and also a 
Deputy Foreign Minister and 


Kairat 


Patokh Shodiyev and Alidzhon Ibragimov. The 


Svoboda Slova. 
Senate administration head Yerzhan 


the opposition convened a press 

and FJK chairman Zharmakhan Tuyakbay demanded 
Senate speaker Nurtay 

\"keeping in mind that he [Abykayev] is second in 

and has an opportunity to influence the 


Column 4 Column 5 


saying 


independently owned 


pro-government tabloid KTK TV and the February 


Kazakhstan\'s 
000). This was the first 


since both are 


the anchor 
\"Kazakhstan\'s press finds itself in a strange 
information about the investigation 


citing \' certain sources.V Official 


whether this is a demonstration a petition 


\"Today journalists are not fulfilling their 


political analyst Yerlan Karin said that 


Column 4 


Column 5 
kub.kz posted several articles 
including Vremya 


and wanted to discredit the 


who cited sources close to the 


kub.kz published an open letter from 


the General 
the Interior Ministry 


Parliament 


and media representatives should be allowed to 


parliamentarian and first 


she expressed doubt that Utembayev was solely 
she claimed the 


she threatened legal action against anyone 


she called for 


she 


at which he called 
\" and said he had no 


Column 4 


in response to those speculating about his 
posted a statement on March 1 
in which 


\"In any civilized country 


000) 


a member of the president\'s Otan party and 
Defense 


expressed his doubts about Nurkadilov\'s 


Mizinov.net posted excerpts from a 
in which 


if we do not find the truth 


Abdrakhmanov stepped 


he accepted \"some facts 


but said it was regrettable that the 


and was not about to back 


Column 5 


false accusations of 


Serik 


and 


Column 4 
he confirmed that the procuracy is 
an approach he finds outrageous 


Patriots Party 


Kasymov said 
when \"confession was 


angry 
he asked 


while killing 


and was 


Kazakhstanis have had the chance - unusual in 
if commonplace elsewhere - to watch a heated 


\"It\'s as if the iceberg has flipped over 


then there 
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acknowledging that the goal was 
groups 


underlying issues of 


Column 5 


rhetorical 
\"Why does the state kill its own 


and 
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and areas 


Column 4 


such as land use. JEM and SLM-Minni grudgingly 
but 


the AU intends to 


the mediation and other international 


Salim needs to put a 


without a full 
UN deployment could be delayed and 
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Suwat 


the Ambassador requested and received 


who had discussed Burmese 
and 

an ethnic 

accompanied the 


Column 5 
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SPORTS AT UNESCO HEADQUARTERS WHICH WAS ADOPTED BY CONSENSUS AT UNESCO 


Column 4 
after fighting between the Burmese State 


linguistic and cultural 


RTG officials say 


Shan leaders fear their populations are more vulnerable 
while 


the number is likely 


though others are more recent arrivals who have 


the Thais are proposing the Shan 


called Doi Dam 


the RTG would provide 
allowing the Shan quick movement 


in a separate meeting near Goong Jor 


refugee children are able to attend Thai government 


Column 5 


Shan can easily assimilate into 


which the RTG claimed was a safer locatioı 


SWAN 


Column 4 Column 5 


even to SSA-S-controlled areas as too dangerous and have 


Shan 


some of which also work in the nine 


are currently supplying Goong Jor with basic foodstuffs 


however 


on 


after informal 


which drives policy on refugees prefers to keep the Shan 


the 


Column 4 Column 5 


which 
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the Eastern and Southern 


as the current chair of 
invited the fourteen ESAAMLG 


stressed in his remarks that anti-money 
as 


and the recent arrests of suspected terrorists in 


the South African Government 


South Africa\'s FATF 
echoed Manuel\'s comments in his closing address 


South 


Column 4 Column 5 


South 

HIV/AIDS housing backlogs 
Mrs. 

listed the challenges facing her country in 

border disputes cash-based 
alternative remittance systems lack of proper 


and the competing demands of resources (e.g. 
AIDS). Mr. Dev Bikoo from Mauritius noted that many 


Director of South Africa\'s Financial 


gave a more detailed presentation 


while at different stages of development faced 
such as a large number of cash-based 


poorly trained and deprived of 
many countries lacked 


Column 4 


whether developing countries should implement all 


and that 


Asmal 


Asmal publicly linked the 

as presented by FIC 

is that good governance must be established 
then all AML/CFT assistance efforts would be for 


he explained 
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even though there is a long road 


Column 5 


the SAG was pushing 
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Moratinos 


he was seeking to fulfill requirements on coca 
and sought US help in limiting damage to 


attempts to pull Bolivia away from that 


and 


s own comments on the subject the 


but that neither contingent was yet confirmed. 


again there was nothing definite yet 


s efforts to support the 


Column 4 Column 5 
in response to reports that the 


not as a source of 


Ambassador Aguirre noted that 
s new emphasis on development aid and other support to 


Spain was sending 150 peacekeepers to 


as Madrid had requested because the 


it made 
Spain and others to strategize in advance. 


Moratinos noted that he 


s meeting in Sofia and wondered whether there was 


an ally back to the starting 


but given the difficult times we 
which we and Spain 
irritantsQe and small become 


saying he did not 


Column 4 


including the Hispanic Caucus 


but could not 


2005). 
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one day after returning from the 
newly appointed Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-kiun held a 


the Pope had made clear that he wanted to 


Zen 


PRC Foreign Ministry 
“We hope the Vatican 


a Democrat and a Publisher 


Pope Benedict asked Zen to remain in 


there had been local speculation that Cardinal Zen 
low profile role in the 
this speculation quickly turned 


Column 5 


as 


06HONGKONG!362 
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Zen and the 14 other new cardinals had an 


who are both 

our contacts have told us that 

who is a Catholic convert and that Lee is 
Lee told 


\"Do continue.\" Lee urged the Pope to pray for 


the Pope said VI will come.\" 
a prominent symbol of Hong 


and Lai a prominent proponent of 
in Zen\'s delegation to the Vatican has stirred 


but \"the price for that 


the author states \"religious leaders\' 


while the 


\"Wen Wei Po\" printed a summary of the 
the Chairman of Sing Tao 
joked about Lai\'s invitation to the 


Column 4 Column 5 


to invite 

without asking the owners of the house?\" The 

\" however did not report on 
a researcher at the Holy Spirit 

the democrat and the publisher traveled to Rome 

said Barry Zen merely 
mentioning that both Lee and Lai were involved in 


after Liu Bainian Vice Chairman 


Hong Kong\'s traditional leftists began to openly 


Urges Pro-Taiwan Trade Union 


on March 31 the Hong Kong and Kowloon 
a pro- Taiwan trade union presented a 

urging the 
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necessitated by the 


particularly the military threat in the East and 


while the existing priority sectors 
to include assisting the judiciary and 


which was a 


Column 4 Column 5 
see the needs of the 


he 
but such discussion had to be 


Deby postulated 


Deby said that worsening instability there 


in particular was under great stress because 
000 refugees if 


and Sudanese-backed militias were 


especially the United States had to act now 
and impose peace on Darfur or else there would 
Deby 


or better than 
compared to much of Africa. While he deplored the 


as opposition 
and nothing would disturb it. He 
which was inadmissible. The 


and such was its 


to include education agriculture 
communications and transport. 


Column 4 Column 5 


particularly 


some had died in Iraq 
some with Arab/Saudi lineage were being 


financed by Usama bin 
were springing up across the Sahel. Northern Nigeria 


and more needed to be done. 


the two countries had worked as one 


which required coordinated combat with the 


instability was 
which could soon be 
in 


he had often expressed his wish to go to the 


Column 4 Column 5 


including coping with terrorism oil production 
economic development promoting 

and developing democracy in Chad and the 
which had 


rather than to strongarm Chad. The World Bank\'s actions 
the World Bank was a 
and Chad hoped to negotiate an entente 


keeping in focus the Millennium Development 


but Deby said he sought a constructive dialogue 


the Ambassador recalled that in a press 


Sudan the rebels 
to achieve security in Darfur with a significantly 


indeed insisted from the beginning of the 


the Ambassador said that the United 


Column 4 Column 5 
the letter from the Prime Minister 


but no start had been made on 


especially when 
because there were many 


such as Chad and 

could not always be in agreement. Chad 
but Chad needed 

including help on reinforcing 


he said would be considered 


two of the most sensitive issues 


i.e. Deby\'s 
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heavy rain poured on People\'s Alliance for Democracy 


dispersing many but prompting others to dance in the 


Column 4 Column 5 
EC-required 
addressing some of the concerns about fraud 


000 to 
000 pro-Thaksin loyalists blocking the entrance of their 


the PAD crowd marched from the business 


demanding that the EC to cancel the April 2 


only the hard-core Dharma 
the 


following the 


YOU GOTTA EAT 


Japan India and the ASEAN members) on 
a subdued EC Commissioner Virachai described his 


Column 4 Column 5 


there were an 


then additional polls could be held. 


Virachai noted that the EC was looking at the 


however ruled that limiting 


\" 


000 pro-Thaksin \"Caravan of the Poor\" 


reportedly upset over an alleged slight to the 


Column 4 Column 5 


the Thai media 
claiming 
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Sergey 
General Director of Rosoboronexport (Russian 


the contracts 


and could potentially obtain contracts for twice 


and about $1 billion each to the 


shipbuilders may earn several hundred million 


Deputy Editor-in-Chief of 
told us he agreed that debt relief was 


Column 4 Column 5 
former Duma Defense Committee Vice 
also agreed that Russia\'s military-industrial 


Syria or Venezuela. Russia has no vital 
he remarked and its approach is 


Deputy Executive Director of the 
told us that 


Russia re-established strategic relations with Algeria 
Russia 


Belkin underlined that 


he said. Belkin pointed out that the fall 


will 


technicians and students 


28 Su-30 MKI fighters 


36 earlier-model MiG-29 


eight divisions of S-300 PMU 
and 30 Tunguska air defense 


Column 4 Column 5 
supply Metis and Kornet 
and repair vessels for the Algerian Navy. 


however of the $7.5 billion 
new T-90S tanks and the S-300 PMU air defense 
he noted. Additionally Belkin doubted the 


an analyst from the Disarmament 
told the press that Algerian 


Algeria bought $10 billion 


Kenzhetayev 
during the 1990s its orders didn\'t exceed $500 million 


though there was more a \"pride 

First Deputy Director of the 

took the same public 

telling media representatives that the Algerian 


Syria and Iran. 


after China and India. Makiyenko 


as the Indian and 


he said are tired of receiving \"stripped-down\" 


Column 4 


he speculated 


which had been 


off-again MiG deal to India could be revived 
he said 


it will give a much needed boost to 


often located in remote and depressed 
can expect steadier employment for the next several 


such as debt write-offs 
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Kurdistan Regional 


Column 5 


China 


and predicted the 


as an 
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\"though if he were | 


the PM said 


at the end of 
PM Barzani repeated he would pardon Qadr he 


not the university at fault 


so Barzani saw someone from a 


Qadr 


authorities arrested him and a KRG-E court sentenced him on 


the KRG-E Criminal Cassation Court 


vigilantes might harm him and the KRG would get the 


Column 4 
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still one of the leading luminaries of the 
but not in the inner circle of 
claimed the opportunity 


during the Aznar 
not opinionW and stressed this was an historic 


V and that Zapatero has said that if ETA comes forward 
Zapatero would be prepared to ask 


Gonzalez claimed that Putin 
had told him that Russia would 


particularly 


saying that at this stage there is little 
Gonzalez asserted 
Y in contrast 

he urged a 


the goal must be finite 


he would 


who had recently met with Gonzalez while they 


Gonzalez freely 


Column 5 
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probably during 


the Moroccans 
he said 


Column 4 


but as Zapatero has 
he is becoming more 


who would like to see him more involved in a 


current and 
s government. The 


Gonzalez is a useful 
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Abreu pointedly asked Ambassador Alexander Watson 
if ANAC were to \"reassign\" VARIG routes to 
whether Boeing would transfer the aircraft 


including the legal actions in U.S. courts seeking 


but that he could pose 


just after 
a 5 inch by 7 inch 


no one was hurt and authorities do not 


Column 5 
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two 
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at Sao Paulo Congonhas Airport Brazil\'s 
a BRA Transportes (a small domestic carrier) plane skidded 


such as rubber and oil 


about 90 minutes away from Sao Paulo\'s center 


citing the 


most of 
was funded out of the Ministry of 
but ANAC will not be. Proposals to fund ANAC out of 


and itself primarily 


Brigadier Jose Carlos Pereira has opined 


a Ministry of Development Industry and External 


but was unspecific as to how ANAC might prove 
DAC officers at the Ministry of Defense told 


of great interest to 
and a priority prior to the 
has now taken a back seat. The Ministry\'s future 


registrations will fall under ANAC\'s purview. ANAC 
currently 


Column 4 Column 5 


at least the 5-year 


market efficiency 
mean that ANAC will have little time to make 


TSA and others to reach out to ANAC 
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\" opening a 


Fiji 
New Zealand (April 5-7) and Cambodia (April 
Commerce Minister Bo Xilai and NDRC 


as well as with the Governor 


Liu said the two sides 


Column 4 Column 5 


economics trade and culture. 


Liu said China had noticed that 


the region faces challenges of traditional and 
Liu continued saying countries 
strengthen cooperation and promote 


China has always played a constructive role in 
Liu said. 


Liu confirmed that 


DG Liu said 


Liu said China is a large energy 


while promoting energy 


representing a 30% year-on-year increase Liu said 


Column 4 
according to Liu. 


Liu said he 


taking into account everyone\'s interests. 


Liu expressed confidence that the 


promote good governance 


of which $45.3 million was trade 
Liu said China is looking to expand its 


forestry and fisheries. As a fellow developing 
China is ready to support the Pacific Island nations 


according to Liu. 


Liu said the final list of 


Column 5 


focus on sustainable develop 


Column 4 Column 5 


once they realize 


Hu said Premier Wen will exchange views 


the 


witness the signing of a joint communique that will 


health and combating 


according to Hu. 


Hu said 
with bilateral 


recognition that mutual cooperation brings 
the 
Neutral Peaceful 


China and Cambodia enjoy frequent 
good law enforcement cooperation 


with 


project contracting and agricultural 
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DG Hu said the visit would 
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urging him 


in his capacity as Secretary 


and Chief Justice U Aung Toe in his 


on March 30 Malaysian DCM Rizany Irwan 


but was in his capacity as Chair of the 


not to investigate evaluate 


Column 4 Column 5 


noting to GOB 


said Rizany cited ASEANVs need to be well informed in 


V who Rizany characterized as Aung San Suu 
as 


each of the four senior GOB officials 


but should 


although 
V during which the PM 


including Than Shwe and 
but the GOB responded that PM Soe Win V'was senior 


he would 


which Rizany said caused Hamid to 


Hamid announced his immediate 


Column 4 


who were 


apparently to allow him schedule 


Hamid told 


but not happy." Hamid 


Rizany said 


the NLD issued a statement expressing 


party leaders U Aung Shwe and U Lwin told us they were 


\" said 
\"Frankly 


both 


but in controlling his itinerary they 
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he said 


Hamid had felt compelled to \"not miss the 


we don\'t know why he bothered to come.\" 
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perhaps 


Wu said he hoped the cargo/passenger flight issue 


he said 


Wu told the Director 

000 last 

000 tourists 

000. Taiwan originally proposed the tourist 
Wu explained 

when it dispatched a tourism delegation 
however 


Wu told the 
there are no cross-Strait negotiations of any kind 


the 


the PRC is 
\" 


and otherwise squeezing Taiwan\'s international 
Wu stated 

rising 

the most recent month for which 


Wu argued 


relentless military 
unnecessary and provocative Anti-Secession Law 


however 


Column 5 


increasing 


with a daily average eventually 
but the PRC did not respond 


Wu mused 


with nearly 70 percent of 


and 


is for Taiwan to keep a cool head and not 


Column 4 Column 5 


because U.S.-Taiwan friendship and cooperation are 


moreover is a country 


Taiwan Philippines 
he suggested 


maintaining defense capabilities and 


which are 

as demonstrated by the continuing significance of 

Japan the U.S. 

countering that while democracy 

domestic 

Taiwan must recognize that Taiwan voters do in 

care about Taiwan\'s formal relations with other 

as former Foreign Minister Mark Chen\'s replacement 

he was determined to change Taiwan\'s diplomacy 

agriculture economic development 


however Wu 


forcing him to shift his foreign policy focus 


the Director said 


Column 4 


Column 5 


the Director 


Y and he 


such as the need 
he argued 


require bilateral 
which 


pointing to possible constitutional reforms 


it is also the responsibility of leaders to 


and does not 
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but also to put pressure 


Column 4 


who invited him to 
which said that most of 


while others are more 


reiterating the government\'s commitment 


the recognition of Israel and the commitment 


hinting that pressure on 


Israel cut 
except humanitarian aid. Leading 


and it is clear that the Hamas government is 


the Central 


after the special votes (from soldiers 
and others) were counted -- in brackets 


Column 5 


Column 4 


during 


in a soon to be published book 
\"that a few days before the failed 


the late King Hussein conveyed an offer 


intended for then-PM Binyamin Netanyahu and 
reached Netanyahu 


PA Chairman [President] Mahmoud Abbas called 


that in its fight against 
Israeli intelligence is 


Column 5 


\"Man in 


Column 4 


Ein Karem 


in the Tel Aviv area. 


500 


000 Jewish college students in the US 


left-leaning HaVaretz: However 
the Americans have no answers 


independent Jerusalem Post: \"The US 


at most 


at 
he is following in Sharon\'s footsteps.\" 


Column 5 


in Jerusalem 


as an opening position.\" 
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like the rest of the world will have to 


left-leaning HaVaretz (March 31): \"The 


the Americans 


but probably no date will be set before some 


and in fact for the first 
the long-term options that are available. The 


independent Jerusalem Post (March 31): 


at most as an opening position.... 


or whether that phase is 


Column 4 


and | don\'t understand why. Kadima 


now is the time for Olmert to show 
intelligent 

and an experienced Knesset member 
and political activist. As the stand-in for a 
he played it low-key and 

things will not be easy. His 


and there\'s not much more | can do but say 
Olmert 


at least 


and be believes that its senior 


the Foreign Ministry on its own 


our containment won\'t work; if America is winning 


it is because of the sense of 


Column 5 


minister 


go.\" 


he is following in Sharon\'s 


Column 4 Column 5 


but the sounds emerging from the parliament 

during the vote of confidence do 
at least not in the 

Allah akbar!\' was only one of the 

earlier 

to stand firm against the new Hamas 

like the rest 

will have to decide which authority he 


whose West 
for the time being 


left-leaning HaVaretz: 


left-leaning HaVaretz 


when the victorious forces 


and the strategic 


and an 
will be prevented.... [However ] the 


Column 4 
and weapons of mass 


Iraq will once again be a regional power 
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there is little 
and significant 


thereby hampering the Reconstruction and 


three members in particular stand out 


is a weak political leader who has not 


imposing a 


blocking progress in the development 


he 


the Chairman put in place regulations 


an authoritarian move 


Column 5 
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sa (CA), and Carnahan (MO) 


Column 4 Column 5 


which he was forced to disband in November 2005 


bypassing rule of law and the chain of command in 


Governor Mohammed 


however he has shown decidedly Sadrist tendencies 


he 


aka Abu Salam (Fadillah) also falls 
and his platform of fundamentalist 
he dominates discussions in 


he has been able 
denouncing 


or are known as charitable individuals 


a Shia Imam from a well-known and 


Column 4 Column 5 
and he has an 


as opposed to 
is clear. He 


Gali is one of the few council members able to 


Dr. Wathib 


he exerts considerable clout in the local 


many are moderate but few 


Jenan Abdul Jabbar Yassin (DaVawa) and 


Sheikh 
is a cleric who represents Ayatollah Sistani in 


and poor families. Her religious character is 
and when she speaks in council sessions the 


Column 4 
Dr. Seknaa is a 


however 


has turned the political 


and secular interests stand little chance of success. 
the Iraqi National Accord may be able maintain the 


3/31/2006 11:02 
the sky is really the limit. 
almost everyone expects TRT to do 


as 


and the integrity of the process will depend on 


as many people here are recently 
and their sympathies 


capturing most of the seats. In the far 
TRT does not seem to be even trying to turn out the 
and it made an even worse showing in the mid-South in 


Column 5 


Dr. SeknaaWs connections are the only thin: 
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Column 4 
getting less than 20 percent of the vote in most 


Thaksin himself probably doesn\'t 

even ifhe 

there are still many problems in store. He may 
and then new elections. This 


the 
what about these April 2 elections? No 


giving the opposition parties time to regroup and 
the expense and effort make this a 


then there will be a 
as expected 
to see if the Parliament can be seated 


the Court ruled that the Senate had to have all 
this Court 


it is possible that 
Thailand will have a House of 


Column 5 


the election does not produce 500 winners 


after several re-votes fail to 


Column 4 


but they are not 


the anti-Thaksin PAD (People\'s Alliance for 


family 


tensions are high and nerves 


we saw several previews of 


a group of students dumped trash in front of the 


when pro-Thaksin 


and then disrupted the meeting with jeers 
and eventually driving the Democrat leader off 


despite some 


the pressure on police to arrest 
as Thaksin 


there is a very real risk in the 


Column 5 


throwing 


Column 4 Column 5 


and 
to review our security posture. 
there are no signs of any anti-American element to 


which advise travelers to avoid crowds and 


if we are called upon to 


they have a compelling reason to 
Thaksin himself may not be able to 


or that the 


which 


given the stakes. But 


Column 4 
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including meetings with opposition political 
attending a comedy troupe performance 
and attempting to show 


it will 


He said 


to take effect from March 31. The 


fine violators 


Christian groups in Mandalay plan to hold small 


but this year 


citing lack of permission from \"higher 


but GOB efforts 
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while the 


suspending 57 


and warning 717 persons. The police headquarters 


the police 
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conducting 


or charge a new 
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and were currently investigating 48 


244 crimes took place in the country from April 2005 to 
an increase of 622 crimes compared to April 2004 


Vit is good that those guilty of misusing 


Vit would be better 


RNA members found guilty in a 


Post welcomes security service efforts 
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Column 4 Column 5 


asked if that was just rhetoric given 


but noted that in some areas the 
said Hu. In 
he said. 


said Director Young. How will 


said Hu including political risks. 
he said but has been 

second in Cambodia third in 

sixth in Indonesia and seventh in the 


India or Europe. Hu noted that 


Column 4 
said Hu. He 


Column 5 


he said. 


he said who believe Taiwan is leaning too 


but opined that an FTA would give Taiwan 


most of them false. The US and Taiwan 


but he again noted that it would give Taiwan the 


for example? Hu replied that 


but Hu implied these could be overcome. 


Column 4 


it is more politically important than this 


Hu said 


the government is eager to assist them 


and \"digital farming\" 


the agricultural 
since some of 


or in tourism if they are 


but 


he said 


expect to see LED stoplights and solar 
Hu boasted. 


Column 5 


the government would have to find other w: 


claimed 


noting that Formosa Plastic is 


Column 4 Column 5 


we 


but the current political situation in the 


but unbridled 


Young noted that 


CEPD would 


the government plans to first reduce 


cutting the 


each with about 10 market share. Hu expects this 


Hu acknowledged that 


the reports of cardholders 
he said. 


Column 4 


000 in Taiwan. Hu 

mostly Filipino 

and Indonesian nationals. When asked if this was a 
Hu replied no. The Council of Labor has 

hours 


Hu agreed that 


insisting 
but an FTA with the US could speed 
Hu said. 


but 


noting that he had 


we 


Young concluded. 


Column 5 


but still there are 


Column 4 Column 5 
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but said they were unaware of 


several Burmese newspapers 
the New Light of 
published an editorial reacting to the NLD\'s 


which the NLD described as a \"give and take\" 
the party had suggested the regime respond 
Burmese New Year. 


and returning the army to their barracks. \"The NLD 


\" the editorial credibly stated \"and the fall of the 
nor 

quasi-official 

lied about historical facts and slandered 


in his annual Armed Forces Day 
stated that it will take \"a long time\" to 


U Lwin and U Aung Shwe addressed 
reported on March 29 by an exile news 
that the exile \"National Council of the Union of 


Column 4 


given that she is incommunicado and without a 


but they were unaware of any specific new 


remain in place and are 


the regime has essentially ignored 


the 


including the party\'s call for the release of ASSK 


the GOB 
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Kenya\'s Parliamentary Public 
the legislature\'s primary 
accepted for debate and released the much- 


Office of the Vice 
\" the 68-page 


of exactly what \"Anglo- 
it 
one worth 


and the second worth around $36 million for 
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grand- 
the PAC report notes that: 


even getting the PAC report tabled in 
the 


House Speaker Francis ole Kaparo rejected the 


the full report was 
and the media did its part by publishing 


but far from 
on the Githongo dossier (ref G) drawing also 


Column 4 Column 5 


it carefully talks of \"possible 


it doesn\'t quite 
but it lays them all out so that the 


\" it makes the self-evident point that the Vice 


\" and that 


noting 


under 


Column 4 


the Githongo dossier 


and therefore knew who in 


as may be claimed 


key 


Column 5 


other persons also 


Column 4 


Part I: Is It All Politics? 


key PAC members had a strong 


the PAC Chairman is amember 
in this case Uhuru Kenyatta 


with only 


however 


and the 


and for once 


Part Il: What Next? 


the PAC report returns the Anglo-Leasing and 
and lays bare the 


as the report is debated in Parliament in the 
the biggest question revolves around how the 
but our best guess is 

the GOK will 


and then batten down the hatches 


in fact 


and the 


Column 5 


be allowed to detract 


to Parliament. 


has yet to make a detailed and 
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according to a source at Government House. 


including a live grenade found 


however 
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Dutch media have reported 
assault and drug abuse on board the HM Tjerk 


a Dutch naval vessel on a four-month mission to the 


who claimed she and other female colleagues had 


Dutch media also reported on an incident 


the reenactment 


Column 5 
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who believe it could do more to radicalize 


O6THEHAGUE690 


Column 4 


and 


however 


000 
there are Wundoubtedly some rotten apples among 


Dutch 
leading to 


he said. 


\" and said van der Knaap has completely 


few female soldiers file complaints and would 


Column 5 


Kamp also said the extent of the 


Column 4 


the Dutch 


and could sink even lower if the negative 


Eijsink\'s comments that the political opposition -- and 


especially during an election year. 
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Department of Economic 
Ministry of Finance 
s financial institutions. 
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Petrov added 
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who said he would take 
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the kinds of organizations featured 
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however YR adopted the issue. 


000 signatures in support of 

the day before Shcherbinskiy\'s 

YR organized protests in Novosibirsk Tomsk 

Nizhniy Novogorod and St. Petersburg 


others argued 


YR has suggested that it is also considering 


ordinary citizens did 
the episode demonstrates that under some 
ordinary Russians will shed their passivity 


but it is not dead. 
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Leshele Thoahlane (current Chairman of the IEC) and 
as they approach the end of their two terms in 


Khothatso Ralitsie and Operations 
Kotsoane Motsie for fraud on February 10 2006. End 


2005. The Chairman condemned the 
which is associated with the rebel BNP 


Column 4 Column 5 
\"Struggle for Democratic Change\". The 


issued a separate press statement denouncing 
2006 regarding an \"assassination 


Mr. Thabang Nyeoe. Mr. 


he wanted Nyeoe and 
to which 


was going to explode without an operator present at the 


because next time 


the BNP called on the 


2006. The BNP Youth League members 


was looking for a loophole 


two officers from the IEC Khothatso 


Column 4 Column 5 
Director of Elections and Kotsoane Motsie Operations 
appeared before a Magistrate Court facing a fraud 


illustrated how ill conceived and terribly 


various stakeholders will be watching 


the Prime Minister 
a body which advises King 


if it occurs would take place over 
that the IEC 

as it is the 

according to many observers is 


the fact that none of the opposition parties 
in 


Column 4 


Column 5 
in the Qacha\'s Nek district shows lack of 
in the ruling 


a cabinet reshuffle is expected to take place within a 
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since it also did not want to deal with a 


as yet 


no common EU 


there 


or elicit 


Kmentt noted. India had not yet 


since 


Column 4 Column 5 


which would retain an 


but this would clearly take a long time to negotiate. 
India would be free to accumulate 


India already had significant 
and relatively finite amounts were needed to 
one could argue that any time 


if 


then the more 
the more reactors and 


Semmel told the EU 


Section 123 that 


the USG must negotiate a 


but Pakistan would obviously be very concerned. 


with China the sole exception. The regional 


all should realize the importance 


Column 4 Column 5 


\" meaning that it was 


chief among which was the 


and noted that the U.S. also had serious 


but would not agree 
particularly 


but wanted to 


which was obstructing progress. 


Column 4 Column 5 


recognizing Russia\'s importance as an 


the U.S. had noted some 
particularly 


BAFA is working with China on training customs 


the USG would be reluctant to pursue this 


Column 4 Column 5 


he said and it was important that the Western grou| 


for example. He reaffirmed the U.S. view of the 
and 


the U.S. and EU 


protection of radiological sources and 


Column 4 
or even a 
had blocked consensus 
along with many others 


Column 5 


V stand-alone mandate for negotiating a 
there would be value in having a normative 


which calls for negotiations without 


but asked the EU to consider dropping from its 
which 


Finnish Arms 


which 


along with a Draft EU Action Plan on biological and 
complementary to the EU Joint Action in 


Column 4 Column 5 


Eastern and Southern 
the Middle East Asia/Pacific and Latin 


including a draft 


saying she hoped there would be no difficulties with 


and that we do not expect to be able to 


technical and regulatory challenges had caused 


credible benchmarks 


Column 4 Column 5 


the result might 


but the 


perhaps the CCW was not the best venue for it 


noting that 


indicated they 
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China and the U.S. 

the Ambassador met with 


and the proposal had been a long shot 


2005. Sun added that a lot of 
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800. That wealth 


many of already 


Botswana\'s economy grew at 8.3 percent 
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however 


due 
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and about one-third of 
Botswana exported 


up fifty 


however if the 


000 Batswana out of 


the infection 

down 

some 18 percent of 
although the 


largely attributable to AIDS 


000 but some predict that it could 
000 by 2010. 
the USG provided $20 million in 2004 $48 million in 


treatment and 
managed largely by the State Department and 


the EP has 
000 people are now on 
000 in 2003) which 


000 Batswana have been tested (some more 


Column 4 


which encompasses fifty-eight volunteers 


\" and has spearheaded a 
care and 


the first of 


some indicators suggest that the 


the prevalence rate among pregnant women 15 


in addition to the U.S. 

Baylor University 

Catholic Relief Services 

the Bill and Melinda Gates 

the Merck Foundation and a number of United 


the government 


the government cut off public services within the 
including access to water in January 2002 


challenging the constitutionality 


Column 5 


Harvard University 


Column 4 
President Mogae\'s recent 


the government and NGOs to try to facilitate a 


the Botswana Defense Force has participated 
Somalia 

Mozambique 1993-1995 

Botswana has not sent troops 

although it does 

however 


which are commonly thought to be the best 


BDF officers have been afforded the opportunity to 


SADC decided it could no longer sign 


such as the SADC Parliamentary Forum 
the 


the new leadership at SADC is 


Dr. Salomao has expressed his 


Column 5 


and Lesotho 1998-2000. 


Botswana agreed to help airlift a 
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your visit will provide an 


such as our important 


given its highly 
this is an important role for 


the government should expedite a 
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\" the Court 
President of the Forum for Women Law 


the local NGO that took the case to court 


which was the best result possible as 
nor do 


which she noted would be good for 
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and 
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\" and entitles its editorial \"Chirac\'s 


\" the popular 


while Le Parisien leads with: \"The 


but 


the last leg of her 


Israel Enters the Era of Managers\" 


the Quartet is still divided as to what 


Column 4 


La Croix 


political on the surface 


he will try to milk to story 


this operation raises some questions.\" 


the 


or take another 
whatever it is called - suspension 


it is difficult to imagine Villepin staying on in 
having to name another PM after 


as is his role as 
he must also look reality 


at this point 


yet for 


Iran is not giving 


it remained divided on the prospect of using 


Column 5 


France Soir and Liberation 


probably hid a demand for 


withdrawal or 


Column 4 


which have also obtained that a paragraph on 


which weighed in on the 
is an event of considerable importance and a 


those 
the U.S. 
accomplish? They can encourage Israel to go further 


they must 


side by side.\" 


threatening the Palestinian Authority with 

which can be interpreted in different ways and which 
hides a basic disagreement between the members of 
to make it fail 


as did the PLO in the 
the 


a Guardrail Against Hegemony\" 


Column 5 


France 


while the Europeans hope 


Column 4 
one can only look at the 


the Middle East 
America\'s unilateralism 


Russia looks 
through its ties with 
"Old Europe\'s\' leading power 


which 


far from being a weapon of war against Washington 
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on March 27 an advisor to 
where media 


and where many 


political 
the allegations 


allies of President Lula and the Workers\' Party (Partido 


leading-circulation daily WFolha de Sao Paulo\" 
V a bank 
the bank 


two public relations firms working without any contract 


Nossa Caixa\'s 

Jaime de Castro Junior 

indolence 

Castro provided an account claiming that members of the 
in particular special advisor for communications 
pressured his department to direct business to 


Column 5 


the unbelievable imbroglio of 


to a re-balancing of 


could 
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and personal business too often gets mixec 


was fired in December 
and indiscipline. Deeming himself 
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Castro and 


Afanasio Jazadji (PSDB) Vaz 
Geraldo \"Bispo Ge\" Tenuta (PFL - Liberal Front 
and Edson Ferrarini (Brazilian Labor Party - PTB); 


V which was founded by Luiz Carlos Mendonca de 
who served as Minister of Communications during the Fernando 


and many 


Deputy Jazadzi opined that it was obvious that the Alckmin 
noting 


which had dried up after in March 2005 after the 
whom Jazadji had not voted for lost his bid 


who was expected to resign March 31 as required 
said there was no 


Ferreira resigned the following day all 


only \"Folha\" and a few television news reporters have 
and it is not clear whether it will gain 


and also defeated efforts to call Ferreira 
Nossa Caixa President Carlos Eduardo Monteiro and others to 


Column 4 


political 
Ferreira or Nossa Caixa officials (beyond the hapless Castro) 


and the money they earn working in politics 


appear to be a rich source Οἱ scandal and 
as illustrated by the important roles played by Marcos 


it might be awkward 


and Lula and 
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he said 


Konuzin asked whetherQhis was a strategic 


Y but was not asked to elaborate. Konuzin said 
s proposal 


V but the Japanese plan would be very difficult to 
and believed Japan had the 
s VOption C 


but it 
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and official business 
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now was not a good 


\" and 
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and 
but 


and should not take away the 
believing each programmatic 


but understands G77 


the issue needed additional 


since that would 


Konuzin argued. 


A/S Silverberg said. The U.S. was not 


particularly 
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which led elected members to bring issues 
under the guise 


but the Council 


\" the 


and by encouraging the GA President to hold more 


s mandate. For the U.S. adequate Council oversight 


and these should be respected to avoid 


but the roles of other countries must also be 


Wu argued the interests of 


and should give due 


Column 4 


but agreed Burundi might be more appropriate 


and though it did not fully reflect 
it was acceptable to 


as it was becoming increasingly central 

s work. More broadly 

the Outcome Document reflected the evolving nature 
s agenda. Whereas once the Council had focused on 
it now focused on intrastate 


Pattison argued 
s work. 


under which it was Asia 


he said 


the African and Asian blocs had agreed that Asia 


and while not all might agree to an Asian SYG 
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Pattison 


which made non-traditional issues 


s turn -- the P-5 
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Column 5 
the majority no doubt did. In Konuzin\'s view this 
and that the ASEAN countries agreed 
which would give a sense 
a prominent international profile and 


and suggested looking 


s criteria 


intangible factors inevitably came into 
and any criteria would be at a level of generality that 


other 
less desirable criteria he 
and the P-5 


Konuzin 


but said that as soon as general 
a vote should 


outside military advice would be beneficial. 

and no doubt other 

often question funding for UN peacekeeping 
and a revitalized MSC would help address those 
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even if 


it could be improved 


Konuzin said that in other cases such as on the 
DPKO\'s advice had been flawed. 


Konuzin argued. Wu said the MSC reflects the 
and China could accept P-5 


Konuzin assured his P-5 counterparts that 
s message would be fully consistent with Quartet 
and urges others to avoid meeting with them as well 


with Bermann 


Pattison said the issue should only be 


Pattison argued that the UN 


s report in mid-March will \"force the issue V and 


as 


\"but 
s see the reports.\" She noted that Larsen must be able 


Column 4 
and said member states should not interfere in the 


Konuzin argued 
noting progress made by the SYG 


including the Arab League. China supported a 


asserting that 


he said 
he 


no further steps should be taken until after the Greek 


Pattison said. 
but 


and urged \"realism\": an even-handed approach and a 


but lamented that some 


there is no predetermined outcome for Kosovo. 
he said 
and see the task of the Contact Group only as 


he said. 
000 ethnic Serbs who had 
only 12 


Y he declared. Konuzin admitted that ethnic crimes 
however this was because few Serbs 


s final 


Column 5 


but should be encouraged nonetheless. 
argued that the 


arguing for a \"new 


\"some partners\" insist independence is thi 


500 had returned. \"This is ethnic 


Column 4 


Column 5 
he underlined that 
he said 


due to the violent disintegration of 


standards 


\" but \"standards in the context of status.\" He argued 


but cautioned that it is too early to move 


danger 


\" he said. Konuzin urged that results 


and 
s experience to 


s status and the UN role in Iraq. 


Column 4 Column 5 
the UN was understandably cautions. Iraq is now ata 


\" he said. 


and said the time had come to \"finish\" 


where situations 


where UN peacekeepers need reinforcements. 
Ivoire 
because it was necessary to support the Prime 


he said. 


as the U.S. 


Column 4 Column 5 


she 


he said the 


presidents. As with Cote 


he had no idea how to improve the situation. Wu 
000 to AMIS. The Council 


China favored 
not the Security Council. 


and the answer was an Iranian moratorium on 


Konuzin said Russia is \"inclined to keep this matter 


Column 4 
since the Iranians will lash back at UNSC 


for now 


he agreed that Konuzin had raised a 


they will exploit it. P-5 unity at 


which Venezuela 


which seeks to encourage the 


saying this infringed on Council prerogatives and 


he said the UK favors sensible 


but V'any changes must be made by the Council 


Column 5 


will insist on 


s presence would undermine. 


Column 4 


the group met briefly witn DFM 
who welcomed the opportunity the consultations had 


stressing 


urging that 
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as the UK and France 
s predecessor media outlets. FM Gul 


Guven said that the situation had 
and that Roj TV had been discussed at 


where all had agreed that it played a major 


he asked that the United States make 
parallel demarche to the Danish government in 


he also said that making 


which we agree has links to the 
indeed 

however 

while continuing to work for Roj TV 


Column 5 
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supportive of the 
we should be very careful 
s closure 


Column 4 
s southeast run 
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he nonetheless made 


KMT 
the 
\" faring poorly when 


Lai argued 


both Lai and KMT Mainland Affairs 


both men said 


explained Chang 


Chang said 
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Ma has put the KMT back on the offensive 


will be the main plank of Ma\'s 


adding 
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e.g. increased WHO 


Beijing will be unwilling to reduce or relocate 
Chang 


however the KMT might be able to 


he must not be perceived by voters as being 
Beijing lets Ma get away 


according to | αἱ Shyh-bao. He told ΑΙΤ that China has 
Ma\'s unwavering opposition 


Lai predicted. Like late President Chiang 
Lai observed Ma hopes that closer ties will 


Liao said 


Liao 
was a deliberate American effort to reduce 


Column 4 


Chang noted. In this context 


as he improves his own relations with 
Lien will act to rein in Wang so Ma himself doesn\'t 


Ma may be trying to claim that 


and to explain his cross-Strait policy to the entire 


at least in the pro-Blue media. 


Chen is still regarded as the better instinctive 
which 

to cut Ma down to 

he 


Column 5 


Column 4 


he may leave 


3/31/2006 12:36 


via Nepal 
and to 


both minor sticking points that had been 


HMGN granted permission to 


but had no comment on the HMGN approval that 


he noted that pressure in the Indian 


Column 5 
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in reciprocation for a similar 


Column 4 


in Nepali minds at least 


however 


3/31/2006 12:41 
Norway\'s expansionist economy continues to roll 
fueled by high oil prices that have put the Pension 


the Fund\'s divestment of investments in sixteen 
ten of which are American 


on the one hand striving to 
on the 


defending the Norwegian \"consensus\" that certain 
e.g. cluster bomb production 


managing the 
and overseeing the financial sector\'s payments 
including acting as lender of last resort and 


partly due 


Deputy Governor and five external 


stimulated by low interest rates (directed by an 


Column 5 


eliminates the 


has already served as a reminder to 


060SLO400 


on ethical grounds is 


Column 4 


000-$60 


all of which went directly into the Government 
currently valued at about $210 
was invested entirely abroad 


the fund will equal Norway\'s entire GDP 


while capital was 


so it did not invest 


citing such historical 
but destructive 


or over-building the welfare system. 


as an aging Norwegian population would place greater 


the Ministry has 


Column 5 


000 per person). 


40 percent in equities 


New World gold influx 


Column 4 
Honeywell 


General Dynamics 


though other 


for example 
a company branded as unethical by the 


as the firm seemed to be blacklisted for purely 
i.e. its agreement with Morocco to explore 


asserting that the Ministry of 
while the Fund\'s managers 


noting that 
\" 


Kjaer asserted there was 


for example 


given the potential financial 


the impact fell disproportionately on 
and it was certainly 


Column 5 
Northrup Grumman and United Technologi: 


Raytheon 


that the Norway was 


manufactured cluster bombs. 


Column 4 


Kazakhstan and others 


clear investment benchmarks 
and establishing a 
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BACK TO DISCUSSING THE SAME DETAILS 


or the resolution would not 


he continued 


and 


he added. 


Puri said 


and example to promote human rights 
for example 


Column 5 


had visited the Bank 


strict 
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we are back to discussing 


but Washington cannot expect to enlist 


he explained 
is forced to defend human 


Column 4 


PolCouns agreed that India has credibility on promotion 


but pressed Puri to move the 


he 
but cautioned that New 


\"what does passing a resolution do 
arguing that engagement and hoping that democracy 


and asked how he expected this 


he speculated. First 


which of the worst violators would \"have the 
and second 

Puri 

India will support the US for a spot on the 


he commented 


the Foreign Ministry\'s 


Column 5 


Y he 


he asked 


how 


but the 
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visiting India January 31-February 2 
including Indian NSA 


O6NEWDELHI2227 


but the next day 


after an Egyptian statement 
Gharekhan stated that the GOI did not oppose the 


the practical relationship 


agriculture and defense 


India and 


would mark a major uptick in the public 


special envoy 


\" Gharekhan added. Indian 
E. Ahamed finally 


telling media on March 26 


\"What was 
Hamas is no 


Column 4 Column 5 


Y because it would \"ease pressure on Hamas 


but Ambassador Danieli reported 


Chairperson at the Center for 


the GOI will \"not be the first \"to 


\" he noted adding 


the GOI was never close to Hamas because they 
he noted that the Indian 


Column 4 Column 5 


Kumarswamy 
the GOI would 


he continued India 


Kumarswamy added 


India 


India does not want to be among the first 


if forced or if advantageous to do so a 


given the 


Ahamed\'s statements should 


Column 4 Column 5 
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terrorist group 


ULFA has expressed apprehensions 


there would be more secret killings and 
through 

the political parties in Assam against 
describing the elections as nothing 
which enables the 


\"It is time the people of 


the presently ruling Congress appears most likely to 
given its existing 


the Muslim vote will be decisive in the election. In 
they have voted en bloc for the Congress but now the 
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Column 5 
has the honor to communicate the 


which stipulates that the Moroccan Executive Agent 


the (tax) exonerations proposed are 
and 


it is proposed that paragraph 4 
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which he 


Aleman and his cronies have already drawn up 
Aleman conceded that the March 31 
Quinonez was one of AlemanVs 


the fact that 


Montealegre. END SUMMARY. 


r 
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as 
via a secret vote at the 


Noel Ramirez 
characterizing the 


but not legitimate.\" Also on March 
pre-candidate Francisco Aguirre Sacasa advised that he 


presidential-hopeful Enrique Quinonez 


\" which Quinonez 


who maintains he enjoys considerable support at the 
Aleman and his cronies have already drawn 


for a total of 
probably to stack the votes in the departments. (Note: 
alleging that 


too late to reach out to them for 


Ramiro 
Haroldo Montealegre 
the letter calls on the PLC to rescind the March 31 


that the March 31 vote will be open or 


and that if no candidate receives 51 percent of 
then the conventioneers 


Column 5 


Francisco Aguirre and Noel 
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Aleman banged the table and screamed at him after he 


\" Aleman reportedly screamed. 


be it Ortega or Aleman and the fact that we do 
but rather its 
given the Aleman-Ortega pact Aleman\'s 


Quinonez blamed co-party members Rene 


Aleman 
agreeing that the March 31 


Column 4 
Quinonez was one of AlemanVs cronies 


the fact that Quinonez 


an eventual 


Montealegre. 
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\" he said 


and would be perfect to 
Oil 


the Chinese had expressed no interest in 


Gas 


and likely not yet of interest to most foreign 


3/31/2006 13:26 
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06ASUNCION349 
OGANKARA1727 
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suggesting a 


Gas 


and Coal 


O6LAPAZ906 
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including the top three positions: the Vice 
the Minister of the Presidency and the Minister 


they also compete with Cuban and 


including the Cuban-sponsored 
negotiating new contracts with 
and carrying out land 


followed by Minister of the Presidency Juan 


but they also 


Garcia Linera 
even devout ideologue and in the past has 


including 
the Vice President has 


Column 4 


Column 5 
ambitious in his own right was the 
who views the CA as the 
is working to build 


and in forging the final consensus. They 


philosophical 


and economic theory 
he said that he 


many pundits have argued 


just as he was a force during protests to oust 


and for coordinating 


a suspicion that has some merit and 
upon 


was responsible for the recent 


Column 4 
most of 


probably with the intent to fire them. 


and sensitive reporting indicates that 


and not to Morales. Villegas 
is steeped in out-dated 


he appears to 


unconvinced that 


he has 

telling them that the 

a new lower price mean to provide 
remarking that 


Minister of 
Minister of Education Feliz 
Minister of Finance Luis Arce Catacora 


Column 5 


and the palace 


Column 4 Column 5 


the second tier of intellectuals does not tend to 


Salvatierra and 


he is more of a figurehead who 


except for possibly 


who an Embassy adviser says has a sulfuric 
Choquehuanca\'s curious 


which only adds to Choquehuanca\'s trivial role. 
Choquehuanca appears to have been only marginally 
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her Finance Minister and her 

President 

Vice President Shekhawat Sonia Ganahi 
Opposition Leader Advani and the Chief 

but the 


Sri Lanka Maldives and Myanmar 
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Vas 
and she 


the Joint Secretary said that he thought the 


including the Joint Rivers 

the Joint Economic Commission the Joint Working 
which he said would resume meeting at least 

and the 

as signs that the 


including insurgent 
terrorists taking refuge in 
and border tensions. 


Kumar 


support to Indian 
and terrorism with Zia and her delegation. The 


Kumar said because \"it is so hard to prove 


Bangalore and Varanasi. Kumar said that 
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and they will share real-time information with the 


but you never 


Kumar 


as Zia\'s Bangladesh Nationalist 


which he said is linked to the JMB. 


Director ofthe Asian Centre 


most officials are 


\" and the GOI missed an opportunity to 


\" saying that it 


Datta urged the Indian side to work harder to address 
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saying that Bangladesh is loathe to 
including the prospect 

G. 

a prominent regional security expert at the 
pointed out that India \"sullies 


and urged India to take an 


the Press Minister at the Bangladesh 
claimed that India could vastly 


offering a \"fair price\" for gas and 


noting 
magnanimity from the 


which should take place late this year 


a BNP win would bode well for the 
as it would free Zia of 


she would have visited New Delhi well before the end 


with the proviso 


Column 4 


Column 5 
perversely 


noting that most 


\"they can\'t even hide it.\" Echoing Sahni 


that it would be a mistake 


resentment dissatisfaction 


but India is no longer 


\"he asserted adding 


A 


other influential commentators 
advocate a tougher approach 


he 


Parthasarthy also pushed for a \"carrot 


Column 4 Column 5 


diplomatically strategically and economically\" 
absent actions taken to address India\'s 


it appears that India will have to 


make this 
and provide concrete concessions 
no matter how obdurate Dhaka behaves and no 
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| see major commercial construction - large new office 
as well as new 


which many called \"The Reform Speech.\" With advice 
including the 
the banking and financial sectors have been 


VWhy doesnt the United States invest in 
there already is U.S. 
in telecommunications mining 


Column 4 


much more. 


let me explain 


nor can we tell our private 


during the past two years 


transportation 
mining 


Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 


other donors 
road-building 


we are doing our 
and U.S. investors will come 
not just by a small number of 


the real basis for growth and 


| would like to make three suggestions that 
would create the conditions for broader 


Column 5 


once again 


our Trade and 


agribusiness 


and the private sector to promote 
telecommunications 


driven by a large number of 


if 
deeper 


Column 4 


it is time to complete the reforms that have already 


much remains to 


\" and the fees for certification of compliance 


000 types of products 
it discourages small 
and 


it is time for radical reform of the Tajik Universal 


to promote domestic goods 


add another layer of bureaucratic control over 
and increase the possibilities for corruption. 


it is time to finish writing and to publish the 


every tax inspector is free to interpret the 


and if you level the 
businesses will grow 

the tax base will deepen so 
and corruption will decrease. 


in trade and 


promote competition 


Column 5 


and is 


in fact 


and ensure fair rules for all. 


Column 4 


including mobile operators 
Internet 

like 

have considered it 


to \"capture\" those 
in 


information technology has become so sophisticated that 


it 


as was recently agreed in Afghanistan. 


commercial and 
and even national security could 
a Vsingle gateway" would have the 


not create new opportunities. 


doesn't it. 


and enforced by independent and impartial 


not only will corruption decrease 
in fact 


because foreign investors will then look more 


my government and | have been 


and accelerates the pace 


Column 5 


all international 
and other data transfer. No 


but in the end 


the economy will 


Column 4 Column 5 


including land reform for the 70 percent of 
you will soon see more 


our system and its processes are slow. Sometimes it seems 


as | have in the past 


| am optimistic 
| have seen impressive 


prosperity and democracy will be the 
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but that liberals needed new leadership to attract 


a former Governor of Nizhniy Novgorod and Deputy 
has long been 


he was appointed by the Union of 


Column 4 
protesters had been beaten and arrested. He 


overall 


the people of 


Nemtsov did not 


but the two 
Nemtsov thought 


who was \"worse than 

\" maintained considerable popular support in both 
along with his political 

could conceivably propel him to the presidency 


Nemtsov characterized the 
including Viktor 
as 


he was never able 
deep-seated 
or continuing GOR opposition that ultimately 


in particular 


Column 5 


Nemtsov concluded that a popular 


had never 
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Nemtsov speculated that 


Yanukovych might 


including Yushchenko\'s evident unwillingness to 


Nemtsov said the new PM would have to pay more 
he said Yanukovych was 
Yanukovych 


however that the 


Nemtsov said discussions were continuing 
but a genuine coalition was 


or at least closer 
would be desirable the Yabloko 


Nemtsov said the democrats needed an 
along with a new message that 


but Nemtsov 


"5 2005 GENERAL CONFERENCE. HAVING BEEN S 
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Nemtsov 


Our 
Yabloko\'s Yavlinskiy and 
the other three 


Rodina faction leader Sergey Glazyev and 


whom Putin had personally 


Deputy Head 

including during the 

Nemtsov\'s 

last December. He claimed that Surkov had 
\" which 
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BUT NOT AT THE TOP 


he told us as 


Kantha said but will not consider 


Column 4 Column 5 


and in return New Delhi 


\" Kantha commented adding that 


including with Taiwan. Kantha did 


Kantha 


boosting India\'s economy while allowing 
he 
which aims to expand India\'s 


to help balance its consuming focus on Pakistan 
and other neighbors (Ref B). Kantha commented that 


\" but strong growth from the current 


with Air India 
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medical legal 


Director of the Ministry of Interior 


Column 4 Column 5 
secured a 20-year 


particularly 


the 
society government and 


the Ambassador 


he continued have an 
including the 


we also note it is a winner for showing USG 


we are optimistic that the BRV will not train its 


something that the BRV purports to combat. 
the BRV may actually increase cooperation with 
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who now 
remains a chaste dance 
but is likely in the end to leverage his 


he would garner nearly five percent of the 
compared to SDSM\'s nine percent) in a post-election 


Column 4 Column 5 


after weeks of acrimonious debate by passing a new 
VMRO-DPMNE had 


and the code was approved with the support of all 
which walked out of Parliament 
charging PM Buckovski with reneging on an 


9 percent would vote for SDSM and only two 
DUI 
with DPA lagging at four 


at 
if these results are 
VMRO-DPMNE could 


more than 45 percent of respondents 
or are undecided about the 

the poll indicates voter 

not much different 


President Crvenkovski has used 
accompanied by 
Crvenkovski has held a series 


NGOs and religious leaders 
responsible role in ensuring free and 


Column 4 Column 5 


who recently settled his USD 1.8m 


Macedonian political analysts tell us they believe 


the government has kept the 


and then amending them later so 
ends up looking obdurate 


outfoxing the 
but over the long run it can only 


with the media and opposition 
even a more positive 
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as the disagreement he 

was over policy not about criminal behavior. Under 
Israel is 


despite media allegations otherwise. (He cited as an 


recently published by what Ben Hanan referred 


Column 4 Column 5 


000-5 000 export licenses per year. END NOTE.) 


wait and 


urging a \"policy of full 
not one of vague statements that hide intent \" 


please invite us to Washington and we will come. 
and then propose a solution. Let us 


however that perceptions linger in Israel that 


and is pleased that the U.S. is entering 


but Israel cannot consider them 


flak 
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but a critical part of Israel\'s 
and stressed that Israel\'s defense 
Israel exported USD 750 million worth 


this achievement 


and that 


and that the Commerce Department works 


Column 4 Column 5 


and said that the MOD\'s reorganization 


and 


transparent mechanism for dual-use items will 


and cannot stop exporting defense articles 


TEM 


MOD Legal Counsel Tzvia 


and that these entered into force in 


Trade and Labor (MOITAL). The MOD has already 


and the new requirements 


once the 


in consultation with 


Column 4 
MOITAL and Justice Ministry 
and a Dual-Use 


and that the draft legislation has been 


who 


Ehud Ben Aharon. 

the Technical 

the Special Countries Committee 

the MTCR 

and Customs and international export control 


but will need to obtain the Ministry of Finance\'s 


but will be assisted by the 
MALMAB/DSDE 


and require 


Gross said that 


and that Israeli 


Column 5 
are 


and the MOD\'s Legal 
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to include imprisonment and increased 


Israel can terminate or suspend a 


and noted that the MOD has been 


Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) and Australia Group (AG) 


MOITAL 
except in the case of very basic categories. 


without three full 
in its format 
the new dual-use regulations will not have to be 


MOITAL will 


Column 4 Column 5 
in which case it would have to be 
however 


that MOITAL has made a 


non-emergency law. 


but 


the process should move more smoothly. 


MFA and MOITAL will consult on 
MOITAL and MFA directors 


and suggested that the MFA is not ready to review all 


and to be consulted only when the MOD 


including UN 


the destination country\'s respects for human 
and the origin of the system or component and its 


offered USG assistance wherever it may be needed 
and stressed the importance the USG 


Column 4 Column 5 


and claimed it was her creation. 


Under Secretary McCormick stressed that 


and a growing number of civilian 


Treasury has the lead role on the body. He 


and that CFIUS 
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comprehensive application of these 


lack of resources and cultural 


providing shelter and counseling for victims 


Family 
some of these problems have 
Belhadj said it is unclear to what 


as government statistics have limited distribution. 


they had no new information or details to add to 
which was completed in 2002. 


Belhadj said both are a problem. 


which has a representative in 
Belhadj said these 


including 


due to the 


the field of child 


and GOT efforts in the medical field are currently 


Family 
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Children 


Children and Senior Citizens to 


O6LAPAZ908 
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a journalist by trade and a 


appears to hold an 


particularly 


a pet project Morales takes from his yearsas a 


a position 


Carlos Mesa Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada 


particularly 

Chamber of Deputies 
and Chamber of Deputies 
to intimidate opposition 


Novillo and Torrico owe 
Ramirez a blatant 


has already fallen prey to 
according to PODEMOS Congressmen (REF 


Column 4 Column 5 


the 


although 


3/31/2006 14:10 OGANKARA1741 


influential columnist at the liberal daily 
Y told us that he starts every working day 


President of the Diplomatic Correspondents\' 
said she and many of her colleagues 


Akal 


Director of \"Radio X \"alocal VOA 
told us his station relies on VOA as 


broadcast each 
which enables Turks from Ankara and across 


an indication that VOA has a 


Column 4 
Ankara News Chief at the conservative 
which carries VOA television broadcasts 


V VOAVs daily short package of US feature 


a move that would \"do 


VOA will continue to broadcast in 
a fact highlighted in news coverage of 


the VOA audience in Turkey is 
and the Turkish Service is heard in a number of 


we estimate that VOA broadcasts 


and 1.5 million on radio. This is not 


which more than 


the VOA Turkish Service is heard by Turkish- 
Azerbaijan 


which is why they seek 


Column 5 


said 
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thereby 


which was widely panned by 
is a good example of how more objective 


yesterday\'s 


and is vital to achieving these goals. We 


and our message is frequently 


particularly on television in local 


it would be 
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managing as 


children must pass exams at 


in order to advance up to secondary school. 


at the end of the second cycle they must pass a 
the WBac Y in order to graduate. These exams are 


Education Minister Amani NYGuessan 

from President Gbagbo\'s lvoirian Popular Front (FPI) 

refused to allow any of these exams to be held in the 

preventing any children from moving up through the 

under tremendous pressure from the 

especially UNICEF and UNESCO he 


despite continued international pressure 


and 


the issue of education in the north became less 


and N\'Guessan stopped standing in the way. 
between February 27 and March 14 exams were held in 


he did not want the same teachers who had been 


food and 


however few of the 171 teachers 


Column 4 
000 


UNESCO 


Minister N\'Guessan wanted 


four grading centers were 
in Man 


when it was announced 
pro-FPI elements protested 


none of them 
about teachers being harassed and even killed 


then they changed tactics and 
once 
the furor died down. 


because N\'Guessan 


and in the end the exams were administered 
it was a victory for the whole 
an important step forward toward reconciliation and 
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which the Interior 


but stressed E. Xani 
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and the European Union all stepped in to hi 


Korhogo 
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\" said Hanning and elaborated that 


Part One 


who is serving for the third time in 
described a prior tour when he was assigned to a 


when the 


but notes Turkish 
whether PKK members or not are important players 
as are Russians and nationals 


which is written in Turkish and 


and pointed to advertisements he says are 
including one showing the PKK flag and calling 


but alleged that \"surely\" German authorities would 


but we were reluctant to change an 


however to delay 


Column 4 


and designated Tuzun and Acting 


inan 
Tuzun complained German courts reject nearly all 


but not all; some he said were well 


prosecutors and judges to try to address this 


let alone 

speaking personnel. They nevertheless 
including by PKK 

fund 

propaganda and \"low level violence 


Witschel stated; 


Witschel believes a new leadership was emerging as the 


German 

but a smaller number 

he said. There are tens of thousands 
Witschel said 


so it targeted the leadership. 
Belgian 


Witschel said 
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he said 


Y but no serious 


and regional hierarchical 


some voluntary 


and Dutch authorities faced 
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he said were \"spotty 


e.g. raising it in the context of the 
raising it in EU fora and meetings of the 


France Germany and the 


but could 


March 31 Update 


Tuzun said he had to check. Tuzun said he used 


3/31/2006 14:56 O6JERUSALEM1327 
3/31/2006 15:07 O6NEWDELHI2231 


Column 4 


and by threats that can bring down all our progress 


as the US and India work together to fight 


from the civil nuclear initiative to 


we agreed to intensify efforts to increase 
building on the US role as India\'s 


and IndiaVs status as a growing 


the US welcomed India\'s participation in a wide 


which will 


including a Maritime Cooperation Framework that 


the 
\"The partnership between our free 


one element of the US-India civil nuclear 


stability 


including a commitment to negotiate permanent 


Column 5 


uU 


prosperity 


Column 4 
are 


while helping meet 


Secretary Rice and Under Secretaries Burns and 


which 


reliability 


2006); Clean Coal Technology seminar (Nov 


for decades 
is gathering steam and promises to be 


its highest level ever 


Column 5 


and 


with 


Column 4 Column 5 
an 


however. The 


agriculture energy security 
signaling that the 


a group of CEOs from some of the 


to accept a report on 


including $13.5 billion in Indian 


with 70 percent below the age of 36 at 


India will find it hard to sustain the high growth rates 


Column 4 Column 5 
reducing government\'s role in the economy 


its government is 


as they must carefully navigate the political 


and populist blocs within the 


remains distracted by internal 


the United 


and depends 
so 


the Left Front (LF) of four 
increasing the LF\'s 


however can be 
and has made the 


Left leaders have made no secret 


while Congress hopes to win a 


it appears likely the UPA government 


the LF has 


for example. The LF also demanded that 


knowing that the Left cannot bring 


Column 4 Column 5 
the UPA has continued its 
not allowing 


however key UPA leaders 


political commentators increasingly 


notwithstanding the 


the vast majority of Indians 


and not usually 


who rely on Marxism to justify their positions find 


even when on-going political events distract from the 


the UPA\'s defeat in a key 
and domestic discontent 


the UPA effectively deflected 


Column 4 


Column 5 
televised revelations of blatant corruption by MPs 
shifted the 


allowing the Prime Minister to 


even as she retained her party and coalition 


the constant dalliance of the UPA\'s 


and draws attention away from national 


West Bengal 


Tamil Nadu and 


and most recently a March 7 series of bombings 


as well as targeting the new 


Prime Minister Singh has pursued a 


including energy cooperation trade 


Column 4 


the opening of two 


and the PM\'s 
Security 


the 

as well as Asia at large. India has 

pledging more than $600 million to Afghanistan\'s 
focused specifically on building 

strengthening the country\'s democratic 


and training the country's newly elected 


Bangladesh causes constant concern for the 
which also seeks the country\'s cooperation 


as well as a recent trip to South Korea 
illustrated India\'s \"Look East" policy 


countering China\'s growing 
India and China have 


but India has preferred to work quietly behind 


led by the political parties in Nepal 


Column 5 


and Friendship. 


Column 4 Column 5 


a corridor for trade to Central Asia (most 
to which Pakistan continues to 
and a partner in stabilizing 


firm 


as the controversy about Iran\'s nuclear program and 


and denied 


although plans for an 


the US 


Malabar 05 was held in the Arabian Sea off the 


and featured aircraft carriers from both 


especially in anti-piracy and disaster 


the largest air combat exercise 


Column 4 Column 5 
the largest US Army 
occurred in January 


the Indian Air 


and the US plans 


with a follow-on 


the Indian Navy is seeking to acquire the USS 

which if 
will mark the first major platform sale to the 

the Indian Army has purchased and is in the 


your delegation\'s program in India 


we are developing cooperation and trust 


and the great importance 


Column 4 Column 5 
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with its emphasis on capacity-building 


the institutional 


MFA and 


the MFA is in a \"reflective 
scope and substance of the civilian 


the Estonian media has focused primarily on 


but when. In anticipation 
the PM\'s office MFA 


the MFA\'s Soone said it 


the MFA will organize VIP 


EDF soldiers were able to convey their 


Column 4 Column 5 


Estonia punches well 
the GOE perception 
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with 


were over. He said 
negligence and 


that the opposition could not compete with Chavez 


no electronic 
and some percentage of manual counting as a check 


Rosales asked what 


based on conversations with the 


Column 4 Column 5 
complete public silence 


though in a low-profile manner. He also indicated 


however that the opposition needed help immediatel 


North America and Latin 


given that the National Assembly was planning to 


which Ambassador thought might tarnish Sumate\'s image 
while making 


asked Rosales whether the three of them might 


who was on his way to meet 
said he would get back to us. 


Rosales said he was very much 


though that date could slip 


Rosales said newly-appointed UN Ambassador 


jealous of Chavez and had been abandoned by 


the Archbishop of Zulia and new 


Column 4 Column 5 
Rosales said 


but that this 


whom Rosales said likes to 
had been jockeying for the 


however whether the three 
who seem to talk regularly but span the spectrum 

could agree to such a coordinated approach. We 

though a visit to 
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having been raised near each other in 


contacts among these political 


contacts among PSE and 
which was 


expressed interest in participating in the April 


\" (EHAK). The 


at the expense of the 


Column 4 Column 5 


the Zapatero 


2005 PSE leader Eguiguren and Spanish 


such as 


senior PSOE figures Jose Blanco and Alfredo 


personal 


Jose Enrique Serrano was identified as the key 


additional contacts were taking place outside 


Norway 
Switzerland. It was during one of the 


2005 PSE and Batasuna representatives 


including 
under the terms of an informal agreement 


the government 


Column 4 


President Zapatero indicated that he 


there was another meeting in Oslo 


though ETA did not indicate when a declaration would be 
rumors of an impending cease fire 
with the sudden announcement on March 


it is less certain who 


who had experience 
Timor 


who 
is reportedly held in high 


who say they have participated in the 
credit Alec Reid as having provided 


the Spanish 


while the 


who have generally 


Column 5 


the Middle East 


Column 4 Column 5 


the actual participants in the 


former President Clinton and others. It appears more 


all of which contributed to building good 


as ETA comes to terms with a non-military 
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Macedonia and Serbia all into 

not a hindrance to acting now on Mladic to 
noting that 

said Kostunica with the public in 
said 


but atthe end ofthe day Mladic\'s capture was 


Column 4 Column 5 


said Draskovic. Progress 


minority rights and protection of 


a member of the Serb negotiating team to 


Basques Corsica to 


Milosevic had 


unlike Serbs 
all the Albanians (and some) 


Tadic suggested it 


a government in Belgrade controlled by the 


Column 4 
and further delay in Serbia\'s 


particularly in 


noting his recent offer to replace the Socialists 


congratulating the Serbian government on its 


once the Status of Forces 


noting his active 
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Turkish 


it appears that 


Kursad Tuzmen 
Turkey\'s business paper of record 
\" reported March 31 that the Ministry of 


Turkey\'s 
000 tons) cannot 


000 tons and because of this 


due to the recent floods in Edirne (the country\'s 
the GOT\'s plans to stop rice 


Column 5 


O6ANKARA1 744 


to USTR Ambassador Rob 


the GOT had initially hoped 


Column 4 


the GOT has not officially 


domestic producers 
and estimated that the GOT will 


because of the recent 

domestic production will decline by 60 

which represents a loss of approximately YTL 40 
428 

Semsi Bayraktar 


itwas 
the 


it seems that the 


3/31/2006 15:28 
3/31/2006 15:29 
especially on the eve of 


given the proximity of 
the GOS opted not to tell Tarasyuk and 


Column 5 


000 

000 

571). Turkish Agricultural Chambers Union 
is quoted as saying that the GOT 


O6THEHAGUE701 
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SMK -- which acknowledges that it is the \"girl in the 
the 

and \"probably HZDS.\" When asked about 

\" Berenyi said that the remarks were 

Berenyi said he predicts that Smer will get fewer 
and SDKU more. COMMENT: 


which was 


a former ANO 
\" 


000 (around USD 
000) in a move many claimed was a blatant misı 


and for his use of a new theater before its 


participated 


because of 
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but were less enthusiastic about domestic 
this 


Win and Htun told Slovak opinion 


and that it would not \"stick 
they said that China 


and to express concern about -- and 


000 members in Iran. Local Baha\'i are 


which they are worried could be a prelude to 
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we 


but would favor the KDP if he had to 


the parties had only agreed to share 


he thought the two parties 
however that 


the PUK was more open and 


but he said he was concerned 


not because they necessarily shared its 


fearing that ifthe U.S. pulled out both 
Iran and 


Iran and Syria were not democracies and were | 
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the U.S. helped to 


economic and social equality. Surchi said that 


not just its leadership to understand what was 


the Surchi tribe had been divided into 
separated by geography and dialect. During the 
the Surchi branch in Arbil - 


Shaykh Husayn Agha Surchi. Husayn\'s son 


the KDP 


Najim 
remained in As Sulaymaniyah and became the Minister of 


Johar Asha with money and a 


Shalawra and 
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the Surchis did not 


Harki and Guran tribes. The Surchi economy 
and conducts trade 


including business and the sciences. 


like other Kurdish shaykhs emphasized the need to 
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who do not want their towns transformed into a 


Column 4 Column 5 
the crisis would encompass virtually all of Nigeria\'s 


even if it 


and painted a scenario where 


ultimately there will be no way to protect EM 


he fears such programs will never 


anchored by the Erha 

started production on March 26. Edwards noted at sixty 
Erha is much closer to the Forcados River 

the Erha FPSO will have no 


fearing in the current security environment the 


they would support GON effort 


to the west 
in oil 


000 barrels per day 
000 bpd by 2008. The 285 meter vessel will 


Column 4 


EM is concerned that 
now basically aimed at ShellVs on-shore 
will spread geographically and to other 


but it is not so far away as to be completely 


it is closer to 
EM has decided to go light on security out of 


but would be seen as a challenge to the militants 


Exxon has little faith in the GONVs capacity 
out of mind approach in hopes 
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Barzani said 


but they did not have enough PR effect. They had 


Colin Crorkin 


the KRG Human Rights Minister 


Column 5 


and it 
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parties had raised people\'s 


met with 


that the KRG issue a 


Column 4 Column 5 


of most 


Hawez 
who was arrested on 17 March for apparently writing an 


no charges 


and any sentences should be 


it is not reasonable to detain people for 


if true does not indicate a society that has respect 


Column 4 
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Berlin 
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UNEP Post-Conflict Branch 
despite some localized 


there was no contamination of water 
or buildings that threatened the environment or public 


training 


Column 5 


06ROME979 
060SLO402 
Paris 
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Column 4 


and the development of relevant 
he said. 


which required further clean-up; 


fragments of asbestos debris were identified 


which required land use 


handling of 


and future plans for a number of 


and dune disturbances; 
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Saad Hariri) 
a press conference by 


and finally 


Column 5 


and would 


O6BEIRUT 1024 
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political progress would 
as it would require patience and goodwill 


the past few days has seen the gulf widen between 


Sfeir said that in his meeting 
FPM leader Michel Aoun had seemed 


as demonstrated by their 
Aoun seems to be 


Sfeir continued that 
his 


he acknowledged the institution of the presidency 
but Lebanon\'s 


and this the patriarch said Aoun cannot do -- 


Y the patriarch stated it would be 
particularly 


Boutros Harb and Nayla 


but noted that even Muslim counties had 


Column 4 
and perhaps it was time for 


Sfeir clarified that his personal 


the patriarch plainly said the 


and if he resigned without their permission 


special care should be taken to 


which was also in danger of stalemate due to 
which apparently came 
was a proposal to change the country\'s 


the patriarch felt 
but in the current situation may produce as much 


the most reasonable solution 


he concluded 


could not truly address the two most 


the Hizballah leader could actually do nothing 
he 


may not really care whether Lahoud stays or goes 
the Iranian regime 


Israel. As a result 


Column 5 


he would 


may be acceptable in more stable 


was the only way to produce 


but 


the Armenian patriarch 


Column 4 


but none at all concerning Hizballah\'s militia. 


Lebanon and 


the Palestinian territories 
and the concurrent growth of 
he remarked 
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EINV 


Reason 1.4 (b) 


Colonel Fal and Prime Minister Sidi Mohamed Ould 


who 
was 


Mauritania will 
Boubacar announced. 


Boubacar said that the four production 


Column 5 


and 


would confront democratic 
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EPET 


Column 4 Column 5 


giving the false impression according to Augustin 


however that Woodside is \"happy with 


\" but he added \"we are not 


John Ozturgut was outside the country and 


however that either side will 


the new agreement will 
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Deputy Chief of Mission 
State. 


Column 4 Column 5 
described the situation of the Catholic Church 
with continuing subtle layers of control in 


the Vatican remains hopeful but 


accompanied by DCM and Special 
called on Archbishop Claudio Maria Celli on March 30. 


Celli was at one time the 


deputy foreign minister). The archbishop who 
remains the Holy SeeVs point man for 


24 years for China); it 


which is difficult. The word \"control\" said 
doesn't fully express the reality. The Church can act 
i.e. what is not 


but Church activities are tightly 


as it is embarrassing for the 


linked to human rights is a critical 
23 
not underground) and an open liturgy 


and said the Vatican remains \"full of hope but 


in that they are 
but this masks an elaborate background of control. 


Column 4 Column 5 
but without any direct 


noted Celli but in the coming years another 40 


whom he described as \"very nice clever 


and the Church is prepared to be patient. 

he hopes it will be possible to articulate a definite 

10 or 12 years - as a goal and 
as a \"roadmap\" toward true and unfettered 

China blames Zen for two 


000 Catholics in Hong 

it\'s absurd to think a Cardinal could organize something 

he said knows that most of those in the 
but finds it 


but China doesn\'t like 


\"some governments 


including a priest from the 
who praised the President\'s stand more 


Column 4 


detained for 2-4 weeks in remote 
and made to listen to political arguments 


conceding that 


but leaves most of them alone 


a few months ago one underground 
and he was one of the tougher 

the 

and all came out well.) 

repeated Celli 


calling it impossible 


and in any case the government is not in a position to 


Celli said the Church is 
and 


Celli 
but probably not soon. 
but two days before 


no one but Celli himself 
as the Holy See prefers 


with Hu\'s Washington visit coming 


it would be politic to be nice to American visitors. 


he was treated 


joked Celli. He contrasted the 


Column 5 


but strictly 


singling out only a few; he 


the situation is subtle. 


Column 4 


e.g. in cab rides. 


should 


such as the Head of 
who is 


in his opinion. 


sharp as a razor 


if 


he did not let on. He did not see any likely 
whether related to the 2008 Olympics or anything 
he conveyed a sense of a Beijing regime that 


in fact finds itself 


but instead made clear that both sides are prepared 


we 


or a possible papal visit - made 


Lajolo 
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attacks on holy shrines 


Column 5 


clearly understood 


and Celli himself 


O6BAGHDAD1050 


and 


Column 4 Column 5 
the American Ambassador and 


that the lraqi 
and 


he said as did the March 26 Ur neighborhood 
sectarianism and 


a point Bayyati readily 


Bayyati also strongly supports Jafari who he 


Jawad 
Abdel Aziz al-Hakim of SCIRI and Abdel 


however we 


like the Baghdad Governor and Baghdad Provincial 


we are not hearing much public criticism 
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she said the next step would be for 


but 


but insists that it 


we should ensure that Colombia raises objections at 
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in 2003-2004 when the 
364 


Tkach commented. The Ukrainians 
and the Moldovan government was ready to 
a proposal for the previously registered companies to 


a procedure would still be needed 


Tkach cracked that this was 


since DFM Andriy 


Column 4 Column 5 


noting that Tkach had heard 


said the 


without Moldova and 


however Tkach said the 
district and up) 
with 


contrary to some reports 


shrugging her 


who apparently still also heads the MFA 
is one of the MFA officials that FM 


along with ex-Ambassador to NATO Khandohiy 


Russian 


Column 4 Column 5 
Veselovsky and then head of 


Tarasyuk and 


Yushchenko 
and Tarasyuk promptly 
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and for having a \"no-solution policy\" for the 
Baydemir added that he shared 


among other 
\"extending support to protest activities\" and \"making 


but the contact opined 


clearly indicating that it was his intent to prevent 

after a nod from 

the mayor accompanied by NGO 
addressed the crowds in various parts of town. 

a prominent human rights attorney and confidant 

told us that he had seen the written text of the 


Column 4 Column 5 
V'l am ready to be a sacrifice for the people if that is 


but many remained closed. Our contact 


but that people had become polarized over the 
and the PKK had regained strength by taking 


along with a sign that read 


where some 
and aimed to take 


accompanied by eight ruling Justice and 

also 

had given a stern defiant 
and refused to take questions from the press. 


the press reported that demonstrations 


Sirnak Siirt 

but the 

a young child was shot and 
bringing the southeast Turkey death toll to 

Huseyin Kalkan had addressed 
12 people 


Adana and Mersin. 


small crowds in Van threw Molotov 


Column 4 


after crowds 
burned tires in the street and threw 
water 


tear gas and firearms. Media reported that two people 
one by gunshot 


a group of Cukurova University students handed out 
written in Turkish and Kurdish 


according to press. We have seen no reports of 


and sympathy 
but as more forces arrive from elsewhere and long duty 
the potential 


buttressed by 
to Diyarbakir on March 31 to issue tough 


perceived as hardline 
strengthens the appeal of the PKK to many 
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where Vescovi 


but 


but that this time felt obliged to accept 


Column 5 


and seven people were taken into 


condemning the Mus 


uncompromising 


O6BERN716 
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except to 
Vescovi mentioned that he had read the 
about which the Cubans had expressed concerned. 


Vescovi said that the two 


and medicine (total Swiss bilateral aid this 


Vescovi refused to go into details except to say 


Vescovi nodded adding only that Bern planned to 


Calmy-Rey only \"took notice\" of the Cuban 
without any comment. On the HRC issue Vescovi 


out of concern that Havana 


to which 
during its last NAM presidency in 


had used its influence to shift the UNGA\'s agenda 
a 


Vescovi 
but noted that the Cuban FM\'s image among the 


albeit left-wing groups 


Column 4 


the Telesur 
but it was a broader 


asserting that even a one-third to 40 percent 
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the Ambassador refuted logically 


on March 7 


Political Leader of the opposition United National 
honest and 


Dookeran lamented the 


Dookeran said that the advice of on-site US 


Column 5 
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with Winston 


as the 


Column 4 


and said he and Cadiz speak the same 


the 


which has led him to wonder if ordinary voters 


both the ruling People\'s National 


Dookeran told the 


Column 5 


Column 4 

Panday has subjected 

omitting to invite him to leadership meetings 
Panday fired UNC Senator Robin 
ostensibly for airing the party\'s dirty linen 
which was quickly followed by the 


Senator Roy 


against Dookeran\'s advice 
at which Panday\'s 


at the 2002 election. 
Dookeran joined 
Maharaj and millionaire businessman and deputy 


national consensus- 
he was booed by UNC party workers 


since the rally 


underlying social 
Dookeran believes that 
the combination of criminality 


Column 5 


Panday scheduled the 


many UNC 


if and when 
lack of 
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Dookeran 
even in the two major parties he 


while acknowledging that the party\'s 


he feels 


and said it is his sense that 


like other ambassadors tends to lean 
he must avoid 

outside the UNC 

he would be nothing more than a voice in the 


such as the Democratic 


they seem to share with him the desire to do 


national identity and issue-based 
Dookeran\'s reluctance to 


it is difficult to 
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if Panday were to retire or by some 
hand over total leadership to Dookeran. 
any patching up of the differences between the 


if 


having done his best to cooperate with Panday and 
and establish the much- 

building 

especially given 


but if Dookeran 


he may well 
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or other USG senior official to help us with 


human rights and democratic 


to remove bases of support to terrorist 
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which 


but ensure the 


the scope of certain procedural rules and the 


on the one\' hand and human rights law 
Norway is of the view 


of non-international armed conflict and when 


based on treaties or customary law is 


but also provides a 


allowing for example 


whether 


the present Convention shall apply to all cases of 


the Conventions apply to all persons involved in 
including also members of 


Column 4 


however 


for example 


as they no longer involve the armed forces of 


\"such persons shall enjoy the protection of 


under the Fourth 
be detained until cessation of active 


regardless of his 
is entitled to the \"Fundamental 


at all times. 
Article 3 
or no longer 


both non-international and 
persons covered by the article 


humiliating and degrading treatment are \"prohibited at 


Column 5 


mean that 
are entitled to prisoner of 
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affording 


the rights of 
including those who may be 
are 


all individuals are protected by the 1984 
Inhuman or 


as well as to persons transferred to another State. 


visits are inter alia recognized in resolutions of 
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then they no longer work for 


who will then 


two large Serb enclaves in 
were taken down on March 28. 
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but 


\" but Raskovic-Ivic was determined to force events. 


the Serb teacher 


Column 4 


they plan to quit their jobs because they 


SERBS THERE COMPLYING 


because those 


it does not apply to the hospital in north 


some 


since the Serbian salaries are higher and 
children\'s 


partially because they insist their children be 


which do not accept students who 


Column 5 
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telling the employees that their leaders would 


saying that cutting these financial ties 


especially 


not cut themselves off further. 


stating that Kosovo Serbs are \"entitled to 


and urged all parties to \"refrain from any 


and neither of the salaries alone (or 


Column 4 
many Kosovo Serbs are so confused and 


even when it goes against their 
in order to keep their options open 
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false certificates of origin 


the two imported oil under the OFF 


including Iranian certificates 


Cyprus and Romania 

Panama and the UAE. According 
Patriciu opened an office in Dubai to 
but it was later shut down under 


he stated that 


courtroom 


who is a 


the 
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O6BUCHAREST559 
and money 


obtaining financing 


and profits were laundered 


O6PARIS2127 
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most university and high 


engaged in a range 


parading through railroad stations and the like -- 
including Paris. In Paris 


shifting 


there are reports of such 
in addition to Paris in Marseille 


each 
so far. 


late on the afternoon of 
called for mass gatherings" at central squares in 


it remains to be seen whether the 
or alternatively 


as always worry about the unpredictability of 
should such crowds materialize pursuant to this 


and have not been infiltrated by hooligans. 
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and the potentially larger one 
are clear evidence of the way the 
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outlined 
requires the Fifth 


will be introduced in the Fifth Committee on Monday 


social and related fields and 120: 


these reports have also now been 


Column 4 


as soon as possible 
in order to enable the 
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eliminate 


Column 5 


or 
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adjust to 


Column 4 Column 5 


one of our Secretariat 


the Ecological and Earth Sciences 


organized in partnership with the NGO Pro- 
was an opportunity to discuss ways to enhance 


increasing reforestation 
and establishing partnerships 


and lacking 


Ambassador Oliver attended a meeting 


Ambassador Oliver 
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as many 


Russia inscribed on the 


Ina Marciulionyte (the 
reported to the 


but that he had not committed himself to doing 


though that opponents 
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for their base 


given the other economic problems 


the main French farm union 


Brazil) to follow. Both also 


Column 4 Column 5 
AgMinCouns also met with Raphael 


Diplomatic Adviser to AgMinister 
and with Herve Lejeune 


Agricultural 


signed by a number of European 
reiterating its hardline position on 


Lejeune replied that these were not 
Lejeune referred to the 


Lejeune said that the 


it appeared that 


if France 


especially regarding sensitive 


ata 


any advance on the 
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making it WTO compatible contrary to 
particularly the United 
France cannot picture reopening the 


Argentina and India will be the primary 
they 


and many 


Lejeune and Alomar 


then France will 


at 
considerably extended 


the European Union managed 


in exchange for the substantial 
we are 
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we the 
wish to 


which is that of the 


particularly 


it needs to be pointed out that any 


domestic 
this 


the liberalization of customs duties 


the modalities for 


the final Ministerial 
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in line with 


it must 


a number of principles 


it 
while other 


all 


particularly for employment 
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we would especially draw your 


which 


the room for maneuver is 
we draw your 


concerning the green box 
principles and effectiveness of this box 


concerning the blue box 
any excessive \"additional discipline\" 


the EU 


the appropriate 

if the conditionality 

this would mean a rebalancing of 

and it would be unnecessary indeed 
to respond with a further concession on 

we 


where certain parameters would be an 
is in no way 


non- 


since it is crucially 


Column 4 
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and MFA NEA 
before retiring in 1993 from the number two 


and French Ambassador to Australia 
Morocco 


Merimee received illicit allocations for some 


part of which he 
the IIC accused 


via a non-existent front company 


\" between 1998 and 2002. In response to the 
the French MFA announced 


the MFA has not taken such punitive action 


Judge 


including Saddam 


the center-right French daily \"Le Figaro!" 


after overcoming initial objections from the 
due to security concerns. According to the 
Courroye may travel to Baghdad within 
and will seek access to SOMO archives 


Column 5 
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and Italy 


in addition to 


Column 4 Column 5 
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but neither side 

from 

the outlook 
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financing activities to undermine the 
and said that the individuals had all 


and was later explained as not wanting to 


the committee resumed and Ambassador Oliver 
Mr. 

a 

Mr. Juan Cueva who we were 

delivered 


though he began his remarks with the 


saying 
and that the cases 


Column 4 
and not 


Mexico 


anda 


without 


as is normally done. Comments from 
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he welcomed the Ambassador\'s suggestion of 


including Fahmi Mohamed Hassan 


and businessmen Adli 
Ismat Khatib 


and Yamal Shihab. All of these individuals are well 


Central America 
the 


and (reportedly) fund raising 


Ambassador 
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and 
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President of 


Mazen Sharif Othman 


and Jordan. 


Column 4 Column 5 


although many of the community\'s leaders have lived 


but the real number is almost 


and its leaders 


the 


represented by these 
is notorious for its ability to avoid taxes for all 


¡UA 


other religious denominations and Nicaraguan 


Column 4 Column 5 


the group promised the Ambassador that if 


they will alert both the 


and use these connections to avoid paying taxes 
or having their imports 


most seemed to incline towards the PLC and many 
but the group emphasized 


as businessmen they have to develop 


the former Director of State Security and Daniel 


but he already appears to have developed a clear 


pragmatic diplomat than his dogmatic 


if post is to have any access to and influence on 
some interaction with its leaders could prove 
builds a real mosque and an 

such contacts will only become more important. 


Column 4 Column 5 
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RC REO Al Hillah 

on March 

in a hastily arranged meeting Muqtada Al Sadr met with 


particularly those 


Muqtada Al Sadr met with Ayatollahs 
ΑΙ Najafi and Al Hakim at Sistani\'s home. Sadr had 


Sadr opened the meeting by requesting advice 


Sistani declined with thanks to Sadr\'s offer noting 


undertaking 


any perceived provocation would 


Column 4 
the Hawza are not comfortable with lending 


3/31/2006 18:18 
who traveled especially for the occasion 


and 


almost effusive remarks 


Carstens stated he 

the 

the Central Bank Governor 
more than 

| believe is pleasing the 
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EUCOM Deputy Director for 
described European Command\'s 


laying out the ability of an expeditionary 


Mobilizations Assistant to 
Operational Plans and Joint Matters 


s request for information 
Country Program Director 
explained search and rescue 


Column 5 
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such as \"we 


and 
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HQ USAF 


Lt. 
Defense 


Column 4 Column 5 


EUR DAS Mark 


including: 


ship visits short-term deployments 


e.g. on contraband 

Internet forensic investigations transnational 
natural disaster 

and emerging and pandemic disease response; 


and 


who had met with 


Advisor to IcelandVs 


urged the U.S. side to provide substantive and 


Column 4 


in the course of upcoming follow-up 


including the timing of the 


s abandonment by the 


s defense seriously 


the 
and maintaining a 


as Jonsson 
we have yet to delve into the murky depths of 


Column 5 


s questions 


Column 4 
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pushing the murder toll to 100 in only 85 days. 
at least 430 


which holds the murder record 


especially in light of 


the murders are confined to certain 


just to the east and north of Port of 
has been a center of rebellion that generally 


contiguous to Laventille 
the murders 


which is a more upscale neighborhood. It 


but that their rivals still track them down. 


GANGS AND DRUGS 


Winston Cooper 


ACP Cooper suspects some 
\" 
casting 


the 
is the most slippery. ACP Cooper speculates that 


Column 5 
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also has a higher 


points to the trio of guns 


Column 4 Column 5 


CANNOT KEEP UP 


many Trinbagonians point to the number of police 


the police 
one that 
the 


they do not 


such as DNA or wiretapped evidence. 


but need support 


but when the next murder will happen. 


and without support cannot make changes 


Column 4 


Column 5 
a culture of impunity perpetuates 
equal weight has not been put on 
including establishing a self-sustaining 
3/31/2006 18:41 06QUITO809 


\" among other things. Congress passed the law on 
Borja explained the law to 


private oil companies must share on a 


the 

the 

in 

the private oil company would have to give 


based on the U.S. inflation rate. A copy 


absurdly 


Column 4 Column 5 
s favor revenues 


but merely &re-established the equilibrium8 that 


it also 


the law passed by Congress includes the 60/40 split 


but does not include a retroactive 


like the 


he claimed the private 
margin had increased to about 190% on average. 
he said 


in whole or part. 


signaling that 


Column 4 


Column 5 
which has been made very public in the press. 
s claims that the new law is legal the 
the 
s Chamber of Industries the largest 
private oil 


legal scholars and others oppose the law. 


they have alleged that the law violates some 
a 


with about 25% of proven 


account for over 60% of total oil production in 
the new law also 


Column 4 


the law could 


s production 


the National 


requiring at least one 
000 barrels a day 


many argue the GOE 


line and sinker 


but said that the new law could form the basis 


if passed 


without risk of legal actions. Palacio responded that 
but he did not 


she spoke 
Luis Gallegos 


such as BITs. Gallegos said that he would talk 


should the Palacio 


Column 5 


would violate the 


and 


Column 4 


the GOE has boxed itself into a corner. It 


it 


even though the bill came from Palacio. 


Carrion 


but he is very concerned 


if Palacio were to veto the law while 


it 
the 


and he has otherwise been a 
holding down spending in an 


s first year in office. The 


it was Borja\'s proposal (and Palacio 
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000 


000 computers to 12 


Column 5 


Illingworth and others can sway Palacio 
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000 
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350 CTCs 


according to the director of the Argentine 


and only 3 percent 


60 percent of 
41 percent go online 


and 14 percent go online at work with many having 


\" jointly 
is designed to bridge 


Microsoft 


and HP. The eighth firm is 
000 PCs for 


such as Intel's \"Quality in Teaching\" program and 


and 42 percent of Argentine firms use Linux on at 


Column 4 Column 5 


visit our 
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such as assistance to Lusophone 


adding that the U.S. Congress does not 


Grassley said the U.S. 


he declared. Should the Doha Round fail Grassley predicted 


but identified the June/July timeframe for 
he 


Japan on anti-dumping 


but commented that 


Amorim argued that 


the outcome on this would not end up being a 


Column 4 Column 5 
Amorim opined though he 
Amorim portrayed the U.S. agricultural offer as 

\" stating that Brazil wants the 


although he acknowledged that 


Amorim said he still prefers to 


how could they solve other troublesome issues such as 


Amorim remarked that Brazil is not looking for 
despite 


and suggested that Brazil has the ability to move 


India would not hold back conclusion of the 
Amorim commented. The principal point for him was that 


providing several reasons for why they 


i.e. prior to the launching of the 


Amorim made a pitch for greater bilateral cooperation in 


Amorim complained about USG interference 


hour and a half discussion 


Column 4 


and how he had demonstrated to the latter a strong 


three of the four major agribusiness conglomerates operating 


\" and that it will be hard for 


Furlan believes Brazil to be more competitive on 


as social development and increased employment under the 


and Brazil actively 


Furlan 


Furlan 
for the most part 


this shows that the U.S. 


and not be as defensive on services. He 
particularly 
e-commerce and e-government applications. 


and asked how Furlan thought the WTO Doha Round would 


all depended upon major moves coming from the US 
because 


Column 5 


he believed that Brazil was 
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Furlan 


and said that 


likening U.S. feed lots to \"cattle hotels V while 


but as a way to improve air quality around the 


adding that in Brazil the difference in price 


the Minister stated that he is 
Energy Secretary 
and Commerce Secretary Gutierrez in the near future. 


Rodrigues 


he conceded that Brazil must offer 


Minister Rodrigues as did 
emphasized that Brazil and the US should 

thus providing a model for the world to 

the 


Column 4 Column 5 


especially with regard to the EU. Senator 
acknowledging that progress has been 


Rep. English invited Rodrigues to visit Capitol 


citing the ongoing work being done in the Congressional Brazil 
Senator Grassley extended a similar 


3/31/2006 19:26 
over nearly three years 
government agencies and non-governmental 
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of 


\" an unusual mountain rainforest 
where Chuao cocoa is 
one of the most aromatic in the world. 


2006 - The GOU announced it will provide US$40 million in 


xy 


and biodiversity management and contribute to agricultural 


UNEP and FAO are the 


2006 - The Argentine Senate has approved a biotechnology 
which will stimulate the development of both research and 


most of which work 


Column 4 Column 5 


2006 - As a result of drought and a lack of investment in 
the Brazilian soybean crop this year is expected to drop 
which represents about 1.9 million tons less 


USAID Disagree on AIDS Prevention 
2006 - Weekend Brazilian newspapers picked up on the public 


and the USAID in Brazil. According to the reports 


and 


2006 - Mosquitoes can be genetically modified to resist 
say 


the virus kills about 20 000 of the 50 


though that much more research is needed before 


Column 4 Column 5 
led by Ken Olson of Colorado State University in 
published their findings 13 March in Proceedings 


2006 - Researchers from the Instituto de Investigaciones en 


leading to night blindness. 
which were published in the FASEB Journal may help 


2006 - An international offensive led by the U.S.-based 


1 800 km south of 

the project will be ready 

430 

require the construction of 2 000 km of transmission 


000 hectares. 


undeterred by the December sale of just seven of 
plans a new round of bidding 


the government 


whose collective generating capacity would 
450 megawatts (MW) could be auctioned off as soon as the 


Column 4 Column 5 


two were sidelined by court injunctions and two 


2006 - While Brazilian president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
in an article published by the UK newspaper The Guardian 
NGO 


in which it criticizes the destruction of the Amazon 
an area of the 


soy production and cattle 
Greenpeace says. This occurred while President Lula was 


2006 - Brazil has approved a law granting licenses for 
a move 


about 17 
studies say. About 75 
and the government 


Column 4 


2006 - The recently created Karukinka nature reserve in the 


when Trillium 
a type of beech found only in southern 
however 


Column 5 


an American firm 


ran into opposition from 


750 square kilometer property--as part of apackage of distressed 


the project will focus on restoring the ecosystem to its 
these rodents have run amok 

the reserve 

although the area is the 


possibly 


article kindly shared by US 


2006 - Fewer forest fires occurred in 2005/2006 than in any 
reported CONAF 

530 fires occurred this year 

205 fires that have occurred on average 


especially 
too 
which lost more than 15 


damming every river in sight 


the best funded 


the state forestry 
a 


was the Torres 
000 hectares of 


Column 4 Column 5 


2006 - Sixty two hectares of property owned by the Modinger 


the Hued Hued the Black Woodpecker 
and the Black-Necked Swan. The endangered river 


about 30 minutes north of Puerto Montt. 


2006 - The recent invasion of scorpions has resulted in 


a socio-economically deprived area a six-year 

northeast of Aimogasta a few 

an environmentalist reported 

the provincial capital. The most poisonous specie Titius 

was found in nine of the neighborhoods. In 2003 this 

2006 - With the help of international NGOs WWF TNC 

Guyra Paraguay (a local NGO) was able to add another 

100 hectares to the San Rafael Reserve in the Upper Parana region 
fifty percent of the 


which now encompasses 5 800 hectares 


Column 4 Column 5 
000 hectares 
800 are guaranteed as a reserve). On another note the 


Taro and Avyrareta within the San Rafael area. 


2006 - Only three of the twenty-five presidential 


in Lima; neither of which 


valid until 2012 will be carried out 


2006 - According to the new director of Colciencias 
Felipe Garcia 


president of the Colombian 


2006 - The minister of Education Science 


announced recently that the GOA will provide 


Column 4 Column 5 


2006 - Brazil called for frank dialogue between Uruguay and 


\" Lula told the 
after meeting with Uruguay\'s president Tabare Vazquez at the 


saying the paper factories will contaminate 
a river shared by the two countries. 


000 Lives\' 


2006 - Reducing methane emissions by 20 per cent could 


000 deaths worldwide between 2010 and 2030 say 


of 


and colleagues note that a lack of data from 


landfill sites and the burning of 


Column 4 


2006 - Latin America should form a regional market for 
atop 


gas and electricity and could be modeled after the 
the forerunner of the European 
said Norberto de Franco Medeiros 


000-mile (8 


2006 - The March 4 rupture of the Camisea pipeline 
000 square meters of farmland and destroyed 
has the Gas Transport Consortium (TGP) and the 


back from the Prospectors and Developers 

visited the impacted zone 

as did a host of other government authorities. Locals made a 
and the Government agreed that an integral audit 

given that the March 4 rupture was the 


which loaned $130 million to the Camisea 
released a communiqu stating that it 


2006 - A group of investigators in Argentina are studying 


Column 5 


head of the Brazilian 


000 km) pipeline from Venezuela to Argenti 


which 


in Cusco\'s jungle 
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corn 


through a renewable 
as a product of bio-ethanol. This technological advance 


2006 - Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez\'s proposal to build 


either. Building costs 
which would require the gas to 


the pipeline would be undesirable for the environment. The 
and a pipeline 


2006 - The Meeting of Parties to the Cartagena Protocol 


but only in six years 


Column 4 Column 5 
V or the capture of 


Brazil India and African countries defend 


something that countries such as 


2006 - A team of French and Chilean cave explorers 


\" a two-month long caving expedition organized by the French 


biologists and geologists was Madre de Dios Island a 
where 


the island is hardly an alluring homeland. 


of the National Corporation of Indigenous 
called the discoveries \"historic:\" \"One thing that is 


an archeological certainty that didn\'t exist before 


2006 - In order to protect the Caroni River Basin in the 
the GOV has imposed a halt on 
Cuyuni and La Paragua. According 


the permit for mining in the region expired 
2005. Mining activities performed in the water have 


Lieutenant Colonel Jesus Vitelmo Willhem 


Column 4 Column 5 


to work for one year at the Center in 
UK. Scholars are expected to work with the Center\'s staff 


to interpreting and analyzing that data to provide 


in a biological or 
GIS and the 


publications list and cover letter 


and should be submitted through any UK 
High Commission or British Council office orto: 


UK. 


2006 - Robert G. Webster is one of the few bird flu experts 


\" he told ABC\'s \"World 
the Rosemary Thomas Chair at St. Jude 
Tennessee is credited as 


H5N1 a type of avian influenza virus 


Column 4 Column 5 


2006 - Health experts were dispatched on February 28 to the 


15 ofthe 
five roseate spoonbills and one cormorant 


officials said. Scientists from the Bahamas 


the possibility of Avian Influenza in the 
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000 demobilized as manual eradicators 


000 demobilized and the second would be comprised of 
000 of this group who had signed letters agreeing to 


Restrepo said the GOC was 
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the ELN is still anxious to move the 


apparently located there 


at least a cease-fire. With regard to the FARC 


mid-level FARC guerrillas are increasingly demoralized. 


the 


\" lack 
and require both social programs and 
\"he said. Restrepo said he was 


Restrepo was \"surprised 


where he persuaded them to 


000 
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the 
and the GOC\'s 
but he had \"profound doubts\" because 


chain of command and influence in these areas. 
saying he would like to have further 


for example deploying the 
almost 1 000 paramilitaries 
Mancuso and Hernan Girardo 
000 to sign the letters before April 4 when he will meet 


200 applications Restrepo has received from 


anda 


such as about 80 cars and 
000 weapons (stored at 23 locations and supervised by the 


which permit questions about 


the Fiscalia should use regional prosecutors 


Column 4 


because it took place 


he said. 


but he would urge 
\" 


000 to press 
the Supreme 


an essential step that would allow the Fiscalia 


approximately April 21-24. 
Restrepo said Garcia would be surrounded by 
but his movements would show to 


but she said 


but could not meet with the ELN 


Column 5 


Column 4 


Column 5 


convoked by the more protocolary 
to show 


Norway and Switzerland) 


and were interested in pressing the EU to 


and planned to 


and 
the GOC would 


March 12 


allegedly carried 


and the helicopters had been used 


or a faction of the ELN did not obey it or the 


Column 4 


\" comprised of 
France 
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2002 
2002 parliamentary 
the PNM won the October 7 


showing that 

including Attorney 

had failed to file declarations of 
assets and liabilities with the Integrity 


only Panday had been charged under 
Integrity 


as demonstrated by the fact that both offences 


lead state prosecutor Timothy Cassel 
stating that Newman was 
Panday 


as opposed 


Cassel 


which conflicted with statements he had 
all allegedly in order to cover for his 


Column 5 


and Switzerland) to meet 
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less 


during the past 


for example 


Column 4 Column 5 


on April 24. If Panday is convicted he 


000.(USD$3 333.) on each count 


Panday would be automatically disqualified 


this is the first time 


they in no way shield him from what seems to be his 


000 into his London bank account. Who did he think 


but will certainly not 


however indicate how the UNC plans to confront 


3/31/2006 21:03 060TTAWA936 
that are not coordinated in the building or with 


no aidW policy and asserts an unusually high profile 


but it is certainly ripe for 
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the recognition of Israel 


and acceptance of 
including the Roadmap 


the two ministers announced the suspension 
reminding the 


including 


however 


under which Hamas is listed as a terrorist 


Poloff was told by Eastern 


just explaining 


Canada switched from a 2005 abstention 
noting that its language failed to recognize 


Canada has changed its vote on no fewer 


Column 4 
Canadian 


with the U.S. 


various Canadian 
a sentiment that will 


000 is 
estimated at 650 


Harper and MacKay have staked out some very 
of which the Hamas decision was the most 


or how it will 
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including legislators from the Party of the 


have accused the ΡΗΙ and PAN of having sold their 


broadcasting 


tacitly referring to current poll- 


Column 5 


a co-sponsor of Israel\'s first 


000. 
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COFETEL. For opponents 


it will not be 
Telmex and TV 
the 


which can be renewed for a second term. With the 
COFETEL will regulate and administer the radio 


the final decision will still be made by SCT and not 


the Federal 
before submitting their bids in order 


and the 
dominant companies will have 


Column 4 Column 5 


under the new law the two 


while potential newcomers to 


critics believe that the State 


many observers here believe that legislators 


some critics 


now that the step towards a new broadcasting and 
we hope that 


3/31/2006 21:57 06QUITO817 
3/31/2006 22:09 06QUITO818 
3/31/2006 22:17 06BOGOTA2936 
3/31/2006 23:08 06MANAGUA728 


8 and that the voices of those who suffer from 
health and economic 


what should be an 


increasing transportation costs. The poor 
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Grenada and 


however that 


MTI will make some stopgap improvements 


Maria Eugenia Sequiera 


especially in rural areas to weaken the 


\" especially 


while at the local level these two groups add 


to coordinate campaign activities with 
but they refuse to 


Montealegre s close public 
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Chamber 
and Zeledon are not unique to Jinotega. Emboffs 


other ALN-PC officials have criticized 
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outlined 
requires the Fifth 


will be introduced in the Fifth Committee on Monday 


social and related fields and 120: 


these reports have also now been 


Column 4 


as soon as possible 
in order to enable the 
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or 
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Column 4 


2006 


since the e-mail issue has 

and the party cannot stop the losses of public 
including 

will also resign their posts. 


since a chorus of voices in the party has been 
Secretary General 


it was decided that an election 


the new party head would be chosen by 


the views coming from Diet Affairs Committee Chairman Kozo 


in the result of the investigation to be 
it will be written 


Minshuto Secretary General Hatoyama this morning 


Column 5 


Column 4 


but Nagata refused. 


\"Since we 
| myself will take 


the names of Ichiro Ozawa and Naoto Kan have 


2006 


V'The director general 


V'Since the director general (Fukushiro Nukaga) and the 
| think the 


he said 


2006 


Column 5 


\"The last time the two talked 
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Nature 


we predict the result would be devastating 


and there 


the paper urged that neither the SACO plan nor the 


2006 


Onnason Village Mayor Fumiyasu 
Ginozason Village Mayor Hajime Azuma and Higashison 


Nukaga asked for their understanding on 


Nukaga conveyed the Defense Agency\'s basic stance 
so | 


Column 4 
\" Nukaga said. 


\" Ginozason Mayor 

and we don\'t want US warplanes to fly over our 
V Higashi added. V'If we settle this problem over 
then we will have another problem over there 
adding: \"We\d like to have an opportunity for us all to 
and then IVd like to consider.\" 

Nukaga said Nago City would hold a funeral 

| hope we can hold talks at an early date with 
Y Nukaga said. At the same time 

Nukaga said. 

Mayor Gibu said 


and | will ask him to 
\" Gibu added. He hinted that 


2006 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo Abe has been 


a box office 


is an ensemble of various human dramas that unfold in one 


Abe was 4 and his grandfather Nobusuke Kishi was prime 


the US-Japan Security Treaty was 
dividing the country. 


Column 5 


\" Nukaga 


Nukaga 


\"We didn\'t break off.\" Gibu 


Column 4 


Japan was still poor 


which we saw through television and movies. A 
and Japan has 


it had two 
and (2) establishing 


it has yet to rebuild its 

including a new constitution. Asked about the 
which exposed the negative side of the Koizumi 
Abe said 


who learned an \"unwavering belief\" from Kishi 


authored by 29 junior lawmakers and published in 
Abe wrote: \"My goal is to make Japan into a country with 


\" Abe 

has been focusing on two 
a defense 

has been calling for 


he attended a meeting of Japanese and Chinese leaders as 
who served as foreign minister. He 


Column 5 


and a lot of Japanese 


\"We must teach children that there are 


regards 


since his first 


Column 4 Column 5 
he also 


followed by deputy director and director ofthe LDP Social 

and a director of the Lower House Health and 

medical and 
he called for greater safety nets. 


who was serving as deputy chief 
vocally objected to the call 
V'Social security concerns every citizen." 


Without a 
we will not be able to maintain 
which is vital." 


with bureau directors of concerned 


Abe cited a 
his home turf as 
\"Once a company fails one loses his credibility as 


and he cannot rise again.\" 


\" Abe said ina 


hard- 
including the abduction 


\" Abe said. 


he said before the 
Nm often called a 


Column 4 


Abe said: 


2006 


former Prime Minister Ryutaro 
the story was full of doubtful elements. 


Hiromu Nonaka and Mikio Aoki received 
received when dining with 
the faction failed to list the 


Nonaka and Aoki had their indictments suspended 
who had retired from the politics after being defeated 
and the former treasurer of the faction were 


Column 5 


but 
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Hashimoto\'s explanation that 


however asserted his innocence. 


and to avoid having the faction suffer a great blow.\" 


there undeniable were problems with the 


but such was never realized 


Hashimoto 
M 
but | don\'t remember it. V" 


who served in such an important post should testify 
not before 
statements in which are not accused 


Column 4 Column 5 
he is expected to meet in 


2006 


the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) held a joint 


these 


but 


Matsumura who once 


thinks: \"They do not understand borrowers\' 


\" which was set 
has been dormant with the post of 
as well as 


one lawmaker grumbling: \"When we complain about the 
we are told \'you are trying to get benefits\' or \'you 


Column 4 Column 5 
fearing that 


the party might become less interested in rescuing the weak. 

who served as LDP Policy Research Council 

called 

\" industrial groups joining hands with 
ask influential officials to protect their 


while the LDP would get votes and money from the 


bureaucrats and businesses. 


the government implemented measures to buoy up the economy 
resulting in making the 

Prime Minister Koizumi 

there would be no other means but 


instead of 
saying: VI will double the number of new 


the government 


This company developed a 0.2-mm injection needle. The 


chairman of the LDP Economy and Industry 
felt 


in response to widening 


Column 4 


might abandon the LDP. One official said: 


when the fiscal 2006 budget bill passed the Diet 


remembering the days when his 
that although many called on 


V'| stressed the need for reform." 


small 


a 
said: \"It is necessary to 


there is a certain 
Y but it is difficult to dissolve the 


who served as advisor to the 


they pull back on 
resulting in losing jobs. We failed to hammer 


who was a member of the 
stated: \"It is undesirable to 
they do not try 
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held in late March 


Ninewa 
Investigative Judge Amer 


and MNF-N at One West Iraqi Police (IP) headquarters in 


Col Ismael Hussein Khader told PolOff he and 


he claimed they felt their work was 


and members of the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF). Even 


he said. \"The 
V he exclaimed. He and Suleiyman 


\" they said. 


IP and judicial 


and a great deal of distrust among institutions. 


he admitted it caused a large rift with constituents. 


Column 4 
for example 


was that the public thought 


judges were 


according to Hadeed 
most were 


and ISF investigators not allowed 


\" said Hadeed. \"We have to do something to 


for example 
he said. Even CF 
claimed Hadeed. 


Y he said. Admitting the judiciary was also to 
\" for not quickly 
said Hadeed 


but that the case was later 


Column 5 


was that the \"truth\" was not 


and judiciary to 


the judiciary had V'very little contact." 


was when 


Column 4 


but that the IP was 
and CF was now waiting until the IP 


and as a result 


however 
claiming he was doing everything 


Hadeed reminded Gen 


and those planning the war from behind a desk. 


Hadeed claimed the law 
too 


he said. They now conducted terrorist 


but 


he said. Furthermore 
which 


Column 5 


Jamaal expressed his strong 


he was a 


if judges refused 


Column 4 Column 5 


they agreed and evidence not 
Hadeed requested since the case would have to 
such as Dohuk that were 


he said. Al Qudir said the IP would work better with 


Jamaal recommended 


he said. Investigative Judge 


investigate and successfully prosecute dangerous 


building their capacity to perform their 


an ISF raid that captures an insurgent cell leader 
is only truly successful if the suspect can be 


the 
the goal is that the police army 
4/1/2006 12:37 O6MOSUL40 


\"keeps interfering with our work \" 


Column 4 
to Telkaif city in the south just outside of Mosul) 


as well as an education directorate and Kurdish 


claimed Jejo 


following a KRG curriculum 


admitted Jejo 


especially among the Yezidi in Sinjar (ref a)]. The 


he claimed. In Batnaya village in southern Telkaif 


according to Jejo 


but 


said Jejo 


such as awarding government-confiscated 


the funds were dispersed as 
\" rather than for projects to help benefit the 


Column 5 


one called the \"Intelligence Directorate of 


and only hiring teachers 


but only Kurdish to 


was Kurdish interference 


KDP members 


Column 4 Column 5 


\" claimed Jejo. Asayesh on the other 
was arresting and detaining prominent persons in the 
he 


by removing flags from public buildings and 


Iraqvs largest Christian political party which 

Yezidi Arab 

as well. It is a common refrain among the non-Kurdish 

they say are bent on domination of 
4/1/2006 13:50 O6DUBAI1859 

television 


in part because it is 


including between 


Column 4 Column 5 


with one 
\" and the other saying \"not much \"-- 


Reza Samadipour with the Iranian 


instead of 
a 


such 


the U.S. should focus primarily on UAE-based 
with the expectation that they will operate as a 


some 


Column 4 Column 5 
despite the fact that he knows perfectly well that 


but at the same time we make the Iranian people 
but the GONWs 
on occasion licensed export of spare parts 


the students indicated that in 
the U.S. does not care about 


and said that the drawn-out conflict in Iraq had 


only one had been accepted into an 


they disagreed 


others saying it was unlimited). 


engineering and 


which would allow them to travel 


Column 4 Column 5 


as 


after being denied a passport for 13 


the 
and 


the 


Bahalis do not fight back 


the couple said they 


but the government takes no steps to rein 
other than being familiar with its anti-BahaWi stance. 


lranian 
but 


plus 
led to the policy change. 
they said that Western condemnation of Iran for 


they have developed their own underground 


however does not 
other than one school in Indiana recognize these 
unlike in Canada where they are recognized. They 


from Iran and numerous other countries as 


Column 4 


compared to the situation in other Arab 
but said BahaVis do experience some problems with 


they cannot formally register a 
however 


Iran 
with the ultimate goal of a treaty. Dr. 
sponsored by the South African 


Bahrain 
and Oman 


but thought it was best to control Iran 
Iran originally thought it could 

but 

it was now turning to 


up the 


and 


but are also a function of all the recent publicity given 


it is 
the better. End comment. 
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Column 5 


a few sympathetic 


Iraq and Yemen 


but that the Saudis are still trying to gauge 


O6BAGHDAD1054 
O6BAGHDAD1055 


Column 4 Column 5 


Hassan al-Sari who blamed U.S. Ambassador 
Arabiya was 
which he would head to investigate the attack. 


it had lost steam in the broadcast media and was 


whose 


the story was no longer the focus of Iraqi 


but before all of the facts were 
Shia leaders took to the airwaves to condemn the 


told al-Arabiyah March 27 


Y adding that \"most of these death squads 


again with al-Arabiyah senior Da\'wa leader Jawad 


\"tortured\" the men dragged 


Column 4 Column 5 


but the building is a duplex and the 


but KhuzVai would have none 


but maintain 


even ifthe people were armed. What happened is 
he stated. He stated his disbelief that Iraqi 


but there are no operations against 


Shia coalition members 


the meetings resumed on Tuesday. The 


Column 4 Column 5 


he recognized the utility of 


Embassy and MNF-I officials have been 


GEN Casey met personally with Minister of Defense 
Minister of Interior Jabr and National Security 


but made it clear 


with Jabr saying that eight 


who 


along with Rubaie said the 


predicting that after a few days the 


GEN Casey provided a similar briefing to JaVafari. 


and others for an investigation Embassy and MNF-I 


they are 


in Dulime\'s case the fact that he did not know 


Column 4 Column 5 
Dulime is extremely averse to taking any 


while providing cover for JAM actions that 


the operation came when 


the operation confirmed their worst suspicions that the 
the operation provided a golden 


we sense the 


and the 

are not gone however 
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Mourad was subjected to an interrogation during which 

\" including 

\" 


the police questioned Mourad about an internal police 
who had already been asked by police to 


was allegedly unable to provide that 


Column 4 
the leading 
who also reported on Mourad\'s 


told us privately Mourad ultimately gave the 


whom he described as 
\" had made three mistakes. First 
he went to the 


he ruined the careers of policemen 


at the time they interrogated Mourad 
but they 


for its part 
but 
especially since their 


whose job it is to 
was blithely ignored\" in 


4/2/2006 4:52 
4/2/2006 5:01 


including 


4/2/2006 6:20 
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according to the 


Column 5 


already 


Ο6ΚΑΒΟΙ 1478 
06BAKU494 
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Column 4 


indicate that the Foreign Investment Bylaw was actually 


the first batch of 


the 
and another 19 percent subsequently; 


who was in 
recently told Conoff that the government had 


but we have seen no press reporting to 


the Majles 


the Majles Economic Commission announced on 


it is unclear 


particularly in light of Iran\'s referral to 
two Swiss banks -- UBS 


their 


especially the nuclear standoff. He did not believe 


however 


mainly as a result of the current political 
he stated 


Column 5 


that he does 


many lranians have lost V'tons 


Column 4 Column 5 
he said 


the board member claimed most are investing in 


stating that the return was so high 


in an attempt to cause such a huge market 


Ahmadinejad and 

or whether some of its 

Mr. 

had pulled his money out of the market. He claimed 


since Ganji enjoyed a close relationship 


but in an earlier conversation he claimed to have 


we have nothing to 


and it is 


Ahmadinejad -- 


VIf we 
the problem with the 


Column 4 Column 5 
but did not clarify the 


according to Iranian press reports. Many 


along with creeping inflation - 
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reasons 1.4 b/d 


ECON Minister Counselor 


when we expressed our concerns to Deputy Prime-Minister 
he told us that he \"stopped this\" and that he had 


Column 4 Column 5 
he believed that he could not ignore the letter. 


none had 


we invited Hashimi to talk about 


he also received a B.S. in computer 
background 


we expressed 


namely the recent dismissal of 


Chalabi said that the matter was out of 
as PM Ja fari is inhibited from any reaction by 
s overall 


Column 4 Column 5 


DG for Economics and Finance Samir Michael 
Dathar Khashab DG of the 
Yasseen Suleiman Head of the Legal 


and Talib al-Zubaydi. All are currently 
former Director General of the 
has been put on leave 
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however the Minister was adamant that Oman woulc 


Oman participated in a PSI-related flight 
UK and French forces as part 


Germany and Norway 


however when Germany and Norway could not comt 


Omanv's diplomatic engagement 
security and trade delegations and 
former Information Minister 


are Muscat\'s principle policy 
though military and security 


just 35 miles from Iran at 
believes that engagement with Tehran is 


Column 4 


including studies to 
and has 
fed mainly be re-exports from Oman\'s 


while Oman 


but retain hope that those 
perhaps in league with 


and 


Oman believes 


FM Bin Alawi 
to many 


which controls 


they frequently 


Column 5 


will solidify 


Column 4 


as well as export and nonproliferation controls. 

Oman\'s leading ports (Salalah for containers 

and soon Sohar for industry and bulk 

with a coastline greater than the U.S. West Coast and a 


Oman faces tremendous 


Pakistan 


Oman and USDH 


which has already opened a U.S. 


DOE enrolled Oman in the Megaports Initiative 


including explosive 
to Omani security 


hands-on training at detecting WMD and articles of 
$14 million in FYO6) 

radars 

which 


immigration 
is a key partner in virtually all of these USG 


| look forward to receiving you and 


and forthcoming with their assessments of bilateral 
and firmly committed to our two 


Column 5 


Muscat 


Yemen 


communications networks and 


and coast guard 


Column 4 Column 5 
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the summit expressed solidarity with Syria in the face 
the summit supported the Lebanese political process 
and called for the 


and expressed support for 


the summit stressed the need for co-operation 


reiterates the importance 

1967 line 
respects the Palestinian choice 

supports 

supports the unity of Iraq and the 


3/30) 


3/30) 


3/30) 


Column 4 
Francesco Cirolli 


3/30) 


a commentator in government-owned Al-Thawra 
no one 

but the Arab 

which 


moral and political support for the resistance 


without exception 


war on terrorism 


an editorialist in government-owned Tishreen 


Arabs 
namely 


not only because itis a 
but also 


primarily the end of the occupation 
and the establishment of a Palestinian 


Column 5 
bilateral relations 


and 


are 


and 


and Muslims 
that accepting the conditions and 


Column 4 


4/2/2006 12:07 


so Al-Khanna\'s 


but that practicing their 


an Islamic scholar and speaker 


given 


Dr. Bassam Al-Shatti 


but also forbade the building of churches after 


he 
the number of houses of worship should be in 


the 10 official and 25 unofficial 


including Municipal 


liberal political science professor Dr. 


Column 5 


O6KUWAIT 1135 


said 


said Muhammad 


Column 4 Column 5 


but then 


just as we ask the West to respect our religion.\" 


Muhammad Al-Tabtabaei put forth the argument 
and that 


primarily Egyptian Church with approximately 
000 adherents in Kuwait) which is in the process of 


was sufficient for the 


including all 
consists of 250 000 - 300 


with many groups sharing 
a half-sister of the Amir and 


whom the Church said was 


however. Church leaders requested 
and Emboffs regularly discuss religious 


Column 4 Column 5 
Assistant Undersecretary for 
told PolOff in a 


and not directly to the 


it controlled all land grants and leases with 


a 2005 law gave the Municipality 


Kuwait\'s cabinet. End note.) 


a first-term Municipal Council 
told PolOff in a March 22 


since the land lease would have to ultimately be 


a fear that is 


he then went on to say 


but not at the expense of 
it could signal 


Column 4 Column 5 


he responded that the 


the district where the Church wanted to 
is experiencing overcrowding and traffic congestion. 


visit: 
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fairness and 


Column 4 


Column 5 
and hard-earned gains. We regard the 


distinguish 
and differentiate between 


responsible 


and the 


make initiatives to spread 


and pass the necessary legislation to protect 


Column 4 Column 5 


good 
and freedom from discrimination. We also 


allocate and increase the 
and boost cooperation 


facilitate the establishment of an information 
and close the gap with the developed 


social and cultural 


president of 


for his 


which helped promote and develop 


Column 4 Column 5 


experience 
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the minister underlined that \"the occupation of Iraq 


to make it easier to 
the minister said that \"Lebanon 


3/30) 


economic and institutional reform\" 
4/2) 
President of the Central Left 


4/2) 


Column 4 
Speaker of Lebanese Parliament 


4/2) 


4/2) 


3/30) 


36 wounded following the 


4/1) 


4/2) 


saying that talks in 


3/30) 


4/1) 


4/1) 


Column 5 
accuses the Parliamentary 


Column 4 Column 5 


an editorialist in government-owned Tishreen wrote 
but what is unusual and even disastrous is 


which represent 


the constitution and nationalism.... 


our Arab nation has been plagued with such forces 


mislead public opinion 


because homelands are built by diverse 


an editorialist in government-owned Tishreen 


ignoring the fact 
he changed the historical 


the HAMAS victory in the Palestinian elections 


Column 4 Column 5 


an editorialist in government-owned Al-Thawra 


there will be Jewish expansion at the expense of the 


there will be no Palestinian state within the borders that 


Kadima will decide the identity of the Israeli entity 


Gaza Strip and the 1948-occupied land. In 
the results of the elections were the most obvious 
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before returning 


presumably the same group. We have since 


Column 4 Column 5 


but in the South is dysfunctional 


the investor pulled out when he came under pressure 


upon arrival and often at intermediate 
there is a steady 


and often chauffeured by their personal drivers 


where 


drink or merchandise from bars 
and especially from stores owned by 

and then refuse to pay. This has led to 

in some instances violence and at least 


Column 4 


Column 5 
including a long delay in 


largely thanks to a trained Sudanese 
until SPLA troops began 


reportedly to compensate the 
who had also submitted 


and press reports citing alleged abuses are 


as happened with the last two 
the officials have often taken appropriate 


Column 4 Column 5 


the credibility of the GoSS and its 


in stark contrast to the very visible fleet of new 
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but because of the strong clinical 

a second 

which confirmed H5N1. Samples have 


April 2. The meeting was 


the 
although doctors are 


high fever congestion in the upper 
and that his chest x- 


and is treating both with 


despite pressure for wider use of Tamiflu. The GOJVs 


and officials said that 
where there were 
is under control (ref 


Column 4 Column 5 


poor lab 
or a bad test kit. For the time being GOJ 


they will immediately do a PCR 


the Health 
Royal Medical Services and universities. Chairman 


and that the committee 


and the decision was ultimately made 


but the latest 


the committee agreed not to close 


big industrial 


Column 4 Column 5 


it is now 


originally done 
on avian flu. The GOu\'s public affairs program 
but may require a week 


review the tripwires and plan the next 


anda 

including DOD contractors AID contractors and 
April 4. 
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only one woman ran in the JCCI 


and 18 17 
the contractors commercial 


the Western 


but did not see a 


Column 4 
000 female members. 
Conoff was 


Women do not 
Y he added 


noting 


which set the stage 

turnout among women was 
with fewer than 100 of the 3 
searching for 


Saudi 


mandatory employment of Saudis) for their 


transfer their 
and then operate 
thereby lowering their 
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000 female JCCI 
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2006 


according to a nationwide 


33% said they supported the Liberal 


up 2 points while only 12% supported the 


41% down 5 
offered the reason for their support that \"the nature of 


Y up 6 points. Meanwhile 46% said they 


\" up 17 points from the previous poll. Those who 


Column 4 Column 5 


2006 


followed by former Chief Cabinet 


the difference in support for the two top 


respectively. 


which included Democratic Party of Japan 
38 favored Abe while 10% 


followed 


Yomiuri Shimbun conducted a nationwide opinion poll on 
38% of the 
while 


69% said that Maehara\'s 


former vice 

was the best choice among nine 

followed by 

former president with 19% 
and Diet Affairs Committee Chairman Kozo 

32% supported Ozawa 


66% said that it was only natural for 
and 


Column 4 Column 5 


compared to 40% who approved of the party\'s 


67% said it did not compared with 22% who 


while its disapproval rate was 34.3%. 


Kan have almost equal public support to be 


2006 


the founder of 
who is now under arrest. Following 
Kyodo conducted a 


former vice president of the party and 
former party head had almost equal public support as 
Ozawa with support from 22.1% from the 


75.8% said it came too 
compared to 16.8% who felt the timing was appropriate 


who brought up the false email in the Diet 


Column 4 
while 7.5% said it was not 


while the 


followed by Katsuya Okada 


with Kan at 28.5%. 


up 2.4 points from the previous survey 

a 2.3-point drop 

the Japanese Communist party up 1.1 points to 4.3% 
New Party Nippon 

People\'s New Party up 0.1 point to 0.3% 

up 7.0 points 


2006 


25% picked former party Vice 
followed by former President Naoto Kan. 


69% said \"no 
Y highlighting growing public distrust in the opposition 
which led to 


Secretary General Yukio Hatoyama was 
followed by former President Katsuya Okada with 7% 
and 


found that the largest number of respondents 
\" thus 


while watching moves by Kan 


Column 5 


former DPJ president 


Minshuto with 
the New Komeito up 1.4 points to 
the 


who supported no particular party. 


\" while only 21% said 


26% 


Column 4 Column 5 
2006 


former vice president of the Democratic Party of 
yesterday expressed his eagerness to run for 


though he will stress the importance of building a unified 


who is also viewed as a likely candidate 

a tug-of-war will intensify starting today. 

Ozawa indicated his eagerness to run in the 

saying: VI will do my best regardless of 


but | would 


| am willing to devote 


Aso criticize Chinese President Hu\'s recent remark 
\"M's strange to use the Yasukuni issue as a 


2006 


he will take into account whether the successor 


both viewed as major contenders for the prime minister\'s 
expressed displeasure with the Chinese president\'s 


Abe 


if other issues 
China could say VWe can\'t 


Column 4 Column 5 
\" Abe stressed and added \"Various matters could happen 
so | think it is necessary to establish 


Abe went no further than to 


\"Have you decided not to visit the shrine?\" 


such as a Fuji-TV 
Aso said V'If there is need 
it is important for them to do so V 


V'Stopping (a shrine visit) would only make the issue even 


a stronger call (for stopping the 


Aso pointed out V'As a religious corporation 


likely to be fall or later due to delay in launching new 


2006 


the launching of a permanent Iraqi 


the premise for the decision on a pullout has been 
which are assigned to guard GSDF troops and 
the key component of the multinational forces are 


Foreign Minister 


Column 4 


when Prime Minister Junichiro 


but that the actual withdrawal of GSDF troops 


2006 


which is still deeply 


Column 5 
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2006 


the focal 


Washington has repeatedly asked Tokyo to pay 7.5 billion 
Japan\'s direct 


Japan will present the US with its Guam housing 


as the JBIC Law is basically applicable to projects 


as well. The envisaged system is designed to allow 


such as housing for the Marines and their 
power generation and water-supply facilities. 


Column 4 Column 5 


2006 


Okinawa Prefecture have now 


Japan and 


where he attended a funeral 


however did not agree. \"It\'s our understanding that 
\" Nukaga 
the 


operational 


2006 


including Japan the US 


Column 4 Column 5 
the US the EU 
South Korea China 


and the rest of the 


followed by Japan and the US with 13% 


2006 


illegal drugs and firearms. The governments 


Tokyo and Beijing will mutually provide 


Japanese customs halted imports of 9 143 items that 
up 23% from the 


China 


2006 


the 


its main 
and China whose robust economy is growing rapidly. 


Toyota\'s share in the global market will 


including Hino Motors and Daihatsu 


Column 4 Column 5 
aims to obtain a share of 15% by 2010. The plan takes 


Toyota aims to sell around 3.3 million units in North 
up about 800 000 units. With this 


which now ranks second in the North American market. 


excluding Asia by around 200 


000 units. 


Toyota intends to accelerate overseas operations in such 


based on the projection that the auto market as a whole 


the company which sold 7.26 million vehicles in the 
expects that growth in its sales will outdo growth 
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affecting all 


most Kazakhstanis accept \"everyday\" bribes and 


the pervasive corruption throughout 


along with other Central Asian embassies 


Column 4 
Bishkek 


corruption in Kazakhstan 
but 


its most recognizable form 
although the use of kickbacks 


corruption extends into the law enforcement 
health and dental care industries 

border and import/export 

and press and media outlets. 


where local traffic police openly 

making an 

running a red light 

the offending motorist is pulled over by one 


the 


the procedure is the same and the bribe is 
000 and 25 


a second 


traffic police enjoy an extremely lucrative 
then 
the right people. 


for example 


Column 5 
Dushanbe 


illicit 


or committing some other minor 


000 tenge ($80-200). 


prospective drivers are not likely to 


Column 4 
which few of the used 


an additional 1 


the health care and dental 
locals 


debilitating injury was informed by the hospital that he 


he had a close relative present the 
and his hospital stay was 


particularly concerning admission to 


one local 


her nephew was promptly 


for prices ranging from 1 
business university 


not coincidentally 
even KIMEP 


students and 


everything from individual grades to 

going for perhaps 1 

000 tenge ($4 

the outright purchase of a doctorate is much 


one former student claimed 

your thesis has 

regardless of its academic merit. 

unpaid student internships are reportedly auctioned 
000 tenge ($1200) 


Column 5 


000 tenge ($8) 


000 to 15 


enjoys 


000 tenge 
000) for the 


that without throwing a party 


none of which 


Column 4 Column 5 

acquiring 

bidding on contracts renewing apartment leases and 
Kazakhstani citizens are 


or simply bribing the appropriate person. Moreover 


Kazakhstanis complain that self-serving 
shorten office 
or withhold information so that something as simple as 


often described as the most corrupt sector in 

however mass 
highly 

a group of border control officers were caught 


collecting between $3-4 million in bribes 


migrants are often shuffled 


his brother works as a border guard which guarantees 


judges are widely viewed as corrupt. A 


but awaits 

even under the new law jury trials 
while 

on the whole as rife with 


and express little faith in the rule of law. 


nearly all informed observers doubted the 


Column 4 Column 5 
and that they are either working directly under 

or are at 

Kazakhstanis tend to put 


they largely tolerate 
corruption is so ingrained 


corruption in the form of bribes and 
exchange arrangements and trade-offs is often viewed 


such as 
is considered an accepted necessity. Kazakhstanis 


despite their best intentions. Corruption is 
effectively shifting 


nevertheless acknowledge that this 


and they often express a principled 
when queried many say 


many feel it is the government\'s job to 


WA fish rots from its head down.\" 


small traffic bribes they are also more 
undermining the standard of 


larger-scale forms of corruption 


Column 4 Column 5 


many Kazakhstanis cite democratization efforts as the 


corruption 


education and democracy. As the process 
the rationale for engaging in corruption grows 


it is likely 


there are few indications 
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moderate Yomiuri editorialized (4/1): \"DPJ 
Maehara and the rest of the party 


who raised the email in the 
has resigned from the Lower House. These steps 


Column 4 


with some 


a development 


it will now be more 


more than 70 


including the ruling Liberal Democratic 


national security 


Chinese President Hu Jintao said that he 


which 


demonstrating 


as neither country's 


some have said that 


moves are already afoot 


Column 5 


and other 


Column 4 Column 5 
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06SUVA133 
the courts and the 


the United States and New Zealand. Hughes sees a 
if Qarase wins and doesn't 


Bainimarama led 200-400 armed 


the Embassy and senior 


intended to 


fine with 


Column 4 Column 5 


saying the RFMF believes the elections will inevitably 


the new government may be given a chance 


but Hughes told an 
an Australian Federal Police officer on secondment 


is home on holiday for two weeks so we cannot 


relations between Hughes and Bainimarama which 
have clearly 


\" put forth as 


cannibalistic\" Qarase government and expressed 


for 5 10 
if he must remove the distasteful Qarase 
he would not appoint an interim government but 


if the Indo-Fijian-dominated Labor Party wins the 
the military would step 


Column 4 Column 5 


suggesting that 


the 


the 
and others would be compelled in turn to take action 


\" which would not work under the circumstances. Hughes 


Bainimarama responded: \"as long as they 
they would be all right." The Hughes 


Hughes painted a bleak situation in 


but unless the government and Great Council obey 
he will take over. He will not listen to 


and there is a strong 


factions would occur. Hughes predicts 


which 
inevitably to that governments 
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Bainimarama and his spokesmen injected 


the day Parliament was dissolved to make way for the 
the commander led some 200-400 


passing by the Parliament compound. The 


but this 


stressing the importance of the 


similar conversations with RFMF officers brought 


and the nation \"can not go down that road 


racist policies are a disaster; 


the DATT and senior-level visitors 
CENTCOM Commander Abizaid and 
despite such advice he is prepared to 


if that government is reelected 


\" would have 
especially for Fiji tourism 
including 
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appear notto be 


suggesting he had been 


saying \"you don\'t need 

Commissioner Hughes is clearly worried 

too. We worry 

and we worry that in any case 


limited role in Fiji's governance. Commander 
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namely a March 23 


the Guangdong Health Department 


Hong 
Macau); and public awareness. 


Column 4 


or approximately one bird for each PRC 
accounting for 52.3 percent of China\'s overall 


a 30- 


two national laboratories independently 


the provincial health authorities enacted their 


and special hospitals in 
Hong 


World Health Organization 


municipal 
Guangdong began creating 43 
which provide advance 


the officials 


some 
Shenzhen has around 


000) in Al programs 


health 


Column 5 
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000 blood samples and found their vaccination to be 95 


including increasing stocks 


and Al informational signs now hang in most hospitals 


yet no confirmed 


he ruled out 


requiring two separate labs to confirm a death. 


Column 4 


Guangdong 


Lao was suspected of having Al on March 2 


cover-up and economic downturn. Atthe moment 


Post will continue to increase 


because of their access 
Hong Kong officials also 


Guangdong officials should be praised for hosting 


they still seem reluctant to inform the public of 
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but even this may not be enough. Malnutrition 
with large numbers of Ethiopians 
and more is needed. In the 


famine looms. In the 
it 


Column 5 


but the 


O6NAIROBI1444 
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the national coordinator of the Arid 


which would be 
donor 


and is in the 


in FY 06 FFP has 
890 MT of food aid worth $32 million. At 
37 percent of WFP\'s emergency operation (EMOP) 


but are 


civil society organizations 


000 in in-kind relief resources in 


however remaining animals are not strong 


Dan Suther was in Wajir on March 29 and 


Column 4 


setting up camp and waiting for food aid to 
\" who have nothing left 


and 20 


few animals are likely to survive 


OFDA Regional Advisor Al Dwyer 


they are down to 20 - 


disrupting grazing patterns 


and more boreholes are being dug. OFDA is 


and force people into urban centers 


but that they need developmental programs to 


and the UN 


the team\'s recommendation is 
000 to 
000 to cope with worsening drought conditions. 


and the Afar region. A 


000 beneficiaries in Afar who have been identified 
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600 received 


the rest fell under the 
which 


even though 


and 


primarily for human consumption but also for 


000 children received vitamin A supplements 
and 159 


48 


000 head of 

or are in the de- 
over 470 

000 


000 animals in breeding herds 
with additional 


2006 DPPA has 
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unfortunately 


137 
000 children were 


000 children and 10 


000 
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and for pulses and oil atthe end of December 


000 MT of cereals 


but this donation only fills the CSB 


000. Furthermore 


to Merlin for water and sanitation in 
and to Population Services 


no rains have fallen 


the 


and pasture is showing 


the revised UN Consolidated Appeal (CAP) 


Usd 79 million or 24 percent has been 


and water and health needs 


child and 


and appealed to the humanitarian community to 


Prime 
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raising 
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and Speaker of the Parliament joined Inter- 


Somalia. The SummitVs final communique 


leading observers to hope that IGAD 


businessman/Islamic Court 


is now in 


2006 that it had raised 


000 in cash 444 MT of assorted food donations 


while they provided some very 
they were not enough to slow 8 
and people are 


eating wild fruits and 


Column 4 
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and 40 - 50 percent of sheep and goats have 
and thirst. The FEWSNET Representative 
and 
CARE ICRC 
although 


the rumor mill is churning with reports of 


there will be 
which are 


clan fighting broke out at a WFP 


and there was at least one casualty. 
the UN Security 
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000 


and satellite images indicate some 


these rains are considered 


drought is deepening 


Y or those who have lost all 
to become dependent on humanitarian 


especially non-food activities has not been 


it is unlikely they will reverse the 


donors 


\"Koth en chiemo \" 
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but even this 


with large numbers 
Kenyans and Somalis being cared for. 
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and more is needed. In the worst- 


famine looms. In the best case scenario that 
it will take years for pastoralist 


the Kenyan Office of the President updated a small 


ledbya 
has been established to disburse 


and is in the 


in FY 06 FFP has contributed 
890 MT of food aid worth Dollars 32 million. At present 


but are critically 


civil society organizations and 


000 in-kind relief resources in 


however 


remaining animals are not strong enough 
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Dan Suther was in Wajir on March 29 


setting up 


who have nothing left are moving to urban centers. 


Suther reports the situation is not any 


with 
and 20 percent 


few animals are likely to survive the extended dry 


OFDA Regional Advisor Al Dwyer traveled 
they are down to 20 - 30 animals due 
disrupting grazing patterns and exacerbating 


but is short of pulses 
and more boreholes are 


and force people into 


but that they need developmental programs 


2006. Aloe grows 
has good commercial potential - 


and plans to develop 
do fundraising 


Column 5 


and reports 


and 
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and the UN has 


the team\'s recommendation is that 
000 to 368 


000 beneficiaries in Afar who 


600 received emergency food assistance 
which 


even though used 


and clarification is underway. 


primarily 


160 
137 
and 159 
48 


700 pregnant or lactating women were referred to DPPB for 


000 head of livestock 

or are in the de-stocking process. In 
over 470 

000 animals are planned to be 

000 


with additional animals planned. This intervention 
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000 to 


the rest fell 
Qfortunately 


000 children 

000 children were de- 

000 children were vaccinated against meas! 
000 children and 


000 animals have been 
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2006 DPPA has 


2006 


000 MT of cereals and CSB will 


but this donation only fills the CSB pipeline through 


000. Furthermore 


to Merlin for water and sanitation in West 
and to Population Services International 


no rains have fallen 
the onset of good rains in the 


and 


the revised UN Consolidated Appeal (CAP) for 


Dollars 79 million or 24 percent has been 
and water and health needs 


child and maternal mortality 
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raising concern that cattle 
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Column 5 
and appealed to the 
Prime 
and Speaker of the Parliament joined Inter- 


although 


2006 that it had raised Dollars 
000 in cash 


444 MT of assorted food donations 


:T 
Bay and 
while they providd some very short-term 


they were not enough to slow a deteriorating food 
and people are resorting to their own 
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and moving to IDP/destitute camps and 


related disease and thirst. 


and likely missed food aid distributions. He also 
CARE ICRC 
although 


although we 


the rumor mill is churning with reports 


there will be 
which are likely to 


whether through FEWSNET or 


clan fighting broke out at aWFP distribution 
and there 


the UN Security Office has advised that 
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000 


and satellite images indicate some 'greeningV 


drought is deepening across 
or those who have lost all their animals to 


especially non-food 
has not been adequate to protect livelinoods. 


it is unlikely they will reverse the 


donors should mobilize now and 


\"Koth en chiemo\' which means "Rain is foodV. 
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particularly luggage 


the Embassy received a report that every bag 


costing the airline 
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and the 


and chillers (REFTEL B). There is a Model 1 


depending on the condition 


however to do anything 


which 


any remediation 
drop 
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fluorescent lights 


000 if we can move quickly. If we can\'t 
000 or more. 
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but remain engaged in suppressing violent 
combating al-QaVida and 


but Pakistan remains a tough public 


including democratization 


tens of thousands of 


with rampant 


the protests took on a greater 


fueled by opportunistic politicians who have 


your visit presents 
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ducting 


the 
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although we strongly support freedom of expression 


you will have the opportunity to underscore our 


000 individuals 
with more than 69 


which has been on the ground since 
will conclude its relief operations on March 31. 
more than 1 


with the military providing 


including blankets 


USAID made its first reconstruction grant of USD 15 
the USG 


Pfizer 


which has already attracted approximately USD 24 


Column 5 


we 


000 wounded and some 2.8 


200 


tents 


Citigroup 


Column 4 


improving bilateral relations at official 


we have emphasized 


who have long been convinced 
are beginning to understand 


which must be held by 2007. 


but it has taken an important initial 
independent 


U.S. officials should 


USAID supports 


the legislatures 


with Afghans concerned about cross-border 


his government and military leaders recognize that 


the 


the two leaders cannot restrain themselves from 


Column 5 


Column 4 


Pakistan is struggling to curb 
challenged by rugged terrain 


Inter-Services 


Taliban and other anti-coalition militants 


but has also chided Pakistan 


senior Indian and Pakistani officials 
which 
including a 


Column 5 


Pakistan 
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to provide a forum 


information technology telecommunications 


currency counterfeiting and illegal 


and Pakistani leaders 


including its efforts to deny 


we have regularly encouraged Pakistani 


with particularly heavy fighting 
when militants occupied a key 
the security 


especially in Waziristan has deteriorated 


economic development and military operations 
leaner and more targeted than in the past. 


with 


Column 4 


Column 5 
including those involved in 
recruit for or shelter these organizations. 
the pendulum appears ready to swing toward the 
in 
in earthquake relief and in 
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ida nor does the GOT have 
the U.S. or any other international interest. 
the alleged 
is a Turkish citizen and resides in Turkey. 
however 


has no evidence that Mehmet Hazret is 


Ozdemir stated that 


but said he was unaware of any Turkish 


Column 4 Column 5 
who had no guidance on the issue suggested that 


at this juncture be unlikely to support the 
since 
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far more than in the release of 


and if true we might be witnessing the 


at the invitation 
to observe a newly created development commission 


noting its small 
as well as its facility for 


as 
Chevron still enjoyed an uneasy immunity from attacks. 


and he said 


MacDonald 


who is close to the President and commonly believed to 
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at least 15% could be restored within a 


000 barrels per day of production and relatively 


he said Chevron is still 
bringing up to 80 000 bpd back on-line. 
\" while 


Chevron had traditionally maintained a very 
with the effect of distancing itself 


and MacDonald responded enthusiastically. 


spearheaded and partially financed 
while 
did not have the 


though the impetus for these 


intimating 
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the 
while 


is not enough and must be expanded to other states in 


and there is a reluctance to 


observing that Vice President Atiku had lately 


while 


left his options open. 


MacDonald\'s view is different. Instead his 


added pressure on Delta 
beginning with Ibori to follow suit 
and reflect his view that the issues are 


Column 4 Column 5 
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000 


ConOff met with students in the central 
at the English- 


including a review of the pace of construction of 
and a spirited question and answer 
ConOff provided services such as extra visa pages 


ConOff visited the 


which represents the 


the majority of the 145 000 residents are 


a grade school and a 


Column 4 Column 5 
including a cafeteria. 


ConOff met with a group of about 50 students and 

visa 

teen life in the United States financial 
the Work and Travel program and teacher exchange 


ConOff was informed that they have an exchange 


specifically extra pages and 


ConOffs plan to visit the region on a quarterly 


directly on the banks of the Caspian Sea. During 

it served as uranium storage and nuclear 

as well as paradoxically 
it is positioning itself 


the Family and 
and the Prosecutor\'s office. 


such as the tax benefits of adopting if there is 
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students in Aktau were more interested in practical 
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even if Ma were elected President in 2008. 


the Director said he had met 

whose 

which he said offers a 

based on his confidence in Taiwan\'s 


and asked about AmCham\'s concerns. The 


often requiring months of advance planning. 


in light of these restrictions. Tsai 


and she promised to meet with AmCham\'s business 


particularly President Chen Shui-bian from the 


Column 4 Column 5 
rather than dealing with 


but countered that the KMT would do a worse 


even ifthese are she admitted 
in his position as 
has not handled crises very well but has 


rather than making the 


and need 


where the people\'s 


but 


but warned that support for Taiwan has 


or he risks further eroding the pillar 
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is clearly on the 


the Ambassador emphasized. 
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rounded off. \"0\" indicates 


000 voters across 


Column 4 Column 5 
092 persons. 


2006 


or do you otherwise 


who took up the fake email problem 
will now resign his Diet seat. Do you think it\'s 
or do you otherwise 


Column 4 Column 5 


786 households with one or more voters were sampled 
091 persons (61.1%). 


gauging the 


2006 


Column 4 Column 5 


anticipating that more conservative votes 


Ozawa could end up allowing his 


\"In terms of a strategy to ensure our victory in the 
no one but Mr. Ozawa would be fit for the post of party 


a veteran lawmaker 


a mood ensuring his 


Ozawa was asked to 
but he insisted on unanimous support 


he would end up 


Kan is likely to make a big scene of his showdown with 
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the chance of Kan being elected as party head 
the party 


Column 5 


seeing it as no more than a rigged election. They are 


000 US Marines from Okinawa Prefecture to 


Tokyo has mainly sought to maintain the 


000 US Marines and their families will leave for Guam 


the relocation will cost about 10 


including expenditures for building headquarters 
housing 


and necessary roads. This means the total 


saying that the 


the US regards Guam as an important 


Column 4 Column 5 


Japan has paid about 230 billion yen annually in host 
which is commonly called the \"sympathy 


given Japan\'s tight financial situation the relocation 


the government said Tokyo and Washington would draw up a 
but 


including a plan to relocate the US Marine 
have run into snags. 
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CAL told Boeing that it would 
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led by Senator 
to send a letter to President Chen Shui-bian in support 
asking the Presidential 


U.S.-Taiwan Business Council Chairman 


on March 28 CAL suggested that Boeing arrange for the 


Fang told Chou and 


the CAL executives seemed 


that CAL had arranged a 


the Boeing executives were clear that they do not believe 
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large investments in China and 


Taiwan will ban entry of tourists from the PRC\'s 
Hebei and Guangdong provinces (large numbers 
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in addition to normal 


technology transfers 
and counter investment in Taiwan. Taiwan will 


branches and representative offices in Hong Kong and 
subsidiaries 


and make regular reports to regulators. 
see reftel.) 


biophotonics optical fiber and 


Russia and Japan. Corning selected Taiwan for its largest 


Corning officially opened its Taichung plant the company\'s 


DuPont sees a 
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500. DuPont\'s Nomex 


on the market for over thirty years have been used to make 
auto racing and 


TaiwanVs Industrial Technology Research Institute signed on 


Taiwan\'s machine tool exports increased 18 percent to 
after Japan Germany and Italy. 


including machining centers and 
during the year increased by 18.5 percent while exports of 


Thailand South Korea 
and the U.K. Vice President Wang Cheng-ching of the 


according to the 


Taiwan was ranked higher 
and was second to Singapore. 


Column 4 
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2005) of the 
Angelo 


is President of China Development Financial 
Jr. is Chairman 


who were used to only viewing the 


ran into trouble 


but hinted it was now rampant again. He 


Koo 


in view of KMT Chairman 


President Chen\'s administration has encouraged 


but smaller in scale compared to 


and rhetorically 


but he 


if Taiwan regulations so 


Column 5 
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or would the U.S. be more 


Director 


but China believes it owns 


but Taiwan 


if it were clear that Taiwan does not 


and Director Young responded 


but also indicated he was sensitive to President 


he thought that in the 
Mainland China would perhaps move away from its rigid 


he has made adjustments to the more pluralistic 


Column 4 
4/3/2006 8:32 
echoed the government line in its editorial that pandas 
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\"Taipei Times\" said in its editorial that the 


because these pandas would have been used for 


\"Liberty Times\" [circulation: 600 000] said in 
without being influenced by outside disturbances by first 
environment food 
Already\" 


English-language 


\"Taipei Times\" [circulation: 
000] opined in an editorial (4/2): 


they seem to ignore that 
and 


as mayor of Taipei is no doubt also unhappy because Taipei 


they should be examined in the context of the entire 


and an 


Beijing was trying to 


Column 4 


the repeated efforts by Beijing to keep 
and the passage of the 
with possible revisions that will crack down 


what could the government do? It could 


but this would have rewarded China for 


then maybe it would 
and 
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000 formerly illegal immigrant 


gradually 


and eventually to 62 in 
Berlusconi\'s coalition passed income tax 


the fixes he has 
by 


does little to ensure the long-term 
it has cost the 


aimed at Italy\'s struggling middle class 
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have 
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Italy\'s business leaders--led by 
who also 
Confindustria- 


by saying their negativity was 


it certainly made it clear that Berlusconi does 


one that worked 
is to exude 


\"The left says everything is going 
let them lose!" sums up his approach to this 


\" Prodi commented to the Corriere della Sera 
\"even if she was condemned by the 


spur greater employment and counter 


Column 4 Column 5 


meanwhile calls for a 


two percent for firms. Unlike the center- 
the center-right alliance has not explained how 


the center-right 

by saying 

stifle Italy\'s 

and lead to capital flight. 


but they create a moral 


Italy\'s savings rate remains at 12.7 percent 


some economists warn that a higher 


potentially gobbling up any 


the center left promises additional assistance 
500 


which included an 

one-time-only lump sum payment of 
000 for each newborn. 

meanwhile 


and the Prime 


though the increase was limited to 


Column 4 


including Puglia 


anti-mafia campaigns 
education 
and support to low-income families. 


which 


specifically by 


C.) 


the question of structural reform has 
Marcello 
an economic advisor to the center-left 


he observed 
such as 
rather 


he said 
faced with growing 


Messori said 
however 


with the hard-left coalition members 
stubbornly hostile to 


Berlusconi 


Column 5 


are located in the South 


research and development 


was 


are 


is honestly 


is to improve Italy\'s welfare 


that Prodi\'s coalition is far 
such 
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Italians are openly 
a 


corruption and 


in 
a defining characteristic of this campaign. 


both the center-left and center-right have 


the Embassy stresses to 
whether 
to improve Italy\'s economic 


Italy will have increasing difficulty 

active role in the G/8 meeting 
and remaining an active 

NATO 

and future world challenges. End comment. 
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whose health remains weak after a devastating stroke 
Regional Counselor for the 
V said he is sure 
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Regional Council Delegation Leader for 
who 


calls himself a Lega pragmatist and \"not a true 


saying that only Nixon among 


only Bossi could have forged a deal with PM 


Zanello said that 


they said there is no clear second in command 


Minister 
but they 


especially now that Bossi spends more time at 
and they also said Bossi would like to see his son 
eventually take the realm. 


according to the journalists and Zanello. The 
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they said he failed to 


and no one felt comfortable enough to develop a 


Belotti told Poloff that the dream 


a limited form of federalism up for 


especially if it appears 


\" Bossi hinted at his 


reform 


Maggi and Zanello all agreed that Bossi would 


Maggi told Poloff that the Lega has been 


positions against gay civil-unions 
the analysts agreed that Bossi 


but that it would continue to be a loyal 
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who is one of two foreign policy advisers to 
said the Lega is not interested in foreign policy. 


but that he 


like the Basques and Catalans in Spain. 


even if one showed it had 


Bossi simply 


despite the obvious ideological differences. 


which 


heart and mind of the 
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even if he will 


a clash between true believers and 


but the Lega faces longer term challenges. END 
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he is convinced that the MFA has 


will be 


so as to negate 


irrespective 


as the year progresses. 

Voronkov 

rather than lose by having stable 
he 


cannot see that neighbors can be good friends without 
and Russia will pay a 


emphatically 


Column 4 
he said that Russia\'s leadership 
in Voronkov\'s view 


he said 


looking at Russia\'s internal situation 
concerned almost solely with 
V he 


about Russia\'s possibilities 
at least. 


4/3/2006 8:47 
but noted that 


making 


Fan reported that he had proposed to Pu that 


Fan 


decisions on charter flights are made by 
and only a few 


who is 
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think that 


it is China 


but now sees most 
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Positive Prospects 


MAC Chairman Joseph Wu told us that Taiwan 


which does not track with the 


informal discussions 


itis 
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arguing that he was committed to fostering 


not 
the Ambassador noted was 


giving the impression 


but he repeated that the national 


he insisted focused 
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in an impromptu March 31 press 
strongly argued that labor conditions at KIC 


and represented a deliberate considered effort to 


however legitimate. END COMMENT AND SUMMARY. 


and that the DPRK regime confiscated large portions of 


on April 1 the press reported that Lee 
Assistant Minister for Unification Policy and 

Ministry of Unification (MOU) stated in a 

and that the 


Van important figure of the U.S. Government has made 


but rather distorting the 
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Lee also pointed out 


and competitive with the wages of 


Kim Jung-ro Deputy Director of 
MOU told poloff that press 
Kim 

therefore called an 


reminding poloff of the planned 
Secretary 


said Cho and 
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noting 


whom the Bishop said \"seem to fear we are doing 


the Methodists 
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s registration request he believes 


alleging that Khamphone has 

purchase cars and fund 
an LEC Pastor in Vientiane and ethnic 

said that much of the money flowing 


but also from religious groups in the US Korea 
Singapore Malaysia 


the ethnic Hmong 


the pastor told Dr. Adamson and PolOff that LEC 


\" who along with tne Khmu 
who was also 


said his church has 


an animist whose son has converted to Christianity and 
which was built in 2005 has 


but no 


he commented that people should only 


LEC Pastor 
waving a copy of the Chinese policy on religious 
expressed his desire for the GoL to adopt religious 


Pastor 
s religious policy may be 

he suspects that Khamphone 
s policy because it would give greater authority 


s Perspective 


Column 4 
specifically mentioning the four 


all of whom were LEC members. Denying that 


Khamphuey asked 


and knowing that they recently requested 
Dr. Adamson 


but noted that this was primarily 


\" going on to say the GoL must protect Lao people 


s Nam Heang 
the 


LEC Pastor Polo reported 


the Methodists believe that the LEC\'s 


who are 


Column 5 


Column 4 


Column 5 
believe that they have not been treated fairly by 


we 
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the Committee revised the governmentVs 
which provided for a three-year term of irregular 
the Committee\'s approval of the 


likewise strongly opposed the 


the National Assembly postponed further 


we expect that lawmakers may delay a final vote even 
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including creation of a low-cost high efficiency 


poor planning and possible vulnerability against 
which prompted a 
is expected to generate controversy again as 


the GNP 
in 
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but not economic sanctions on Belarus. 


authorities transferred Poland\'s former ambassador to 


he 


activists launched a website (www.akrescina.org) to 
as well as to provide first hand accounts latest news 
but 


links to human rights websites 
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top politicians from 


including from former 
Iranian President Mahmoud 
Tajik President Emomali Rahmonov and Azeri 


Belarusian authorities ordered Russian political 


where citizens can live and 


\"You\'re next" 


who indicated that Suzdaltsev 


the Ministry of 
student 
which stated that students would be 


Polish Prime Minister 
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the Czech Republic and Slovakia have 


independent newspaper BDG Delovaya Gazeta decided 


Pyotr Martsev 


including the 


But One Paper Returns to the 


authorities seized 200 000 copies of the 


which was not included in the state 


500 copies. Voznyak believed that 


the independent daily \"Narodnaya Volya\" 


the head of the Russian Orthodox Church in Belarus 


Pravoslavnaya Initiativa which is 


which is inconsistent with Orthodox values. 
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Gazprom CEO 


a move which many consider to be linked to Gazprom\'s 


which would cement Gazprom\'s control over western 


BelAZ announced that it was the winner of a 


the Ministry of Economy announced that economic 


primarily at the regional level. In an 
nearly all the regions have 


milk ice-cream 


Minsk City Economy Committee deputy head Aleksandr 


000 as of January 1 2006. The number of sole 
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Canadian Foreign Minister Peter MacKay announced 


consular assistance clearing landmines and 


who was arrested during 


Belarus customs officials stopped Polish consul 
under 

he refused to allow the 

Belarusian 


he was allowed to cross the border into 


the Belarusian ambassador to Poland 


the Lithuanian Radio and Television Commission 


including BT\'s allegations that 
coordinated 
and used its embassy in Belarus as an 


Column 4 
not to 


a ΝΑΤΟ spokesman announced that in light of the 
NATO is 


cooperation between 


the national cycling federation banned former 


an opposition member 


Column 5 


Column 4 


this leads to the obvious question where are BT journalists\' 
if kicking them in the rear end leads to a brain 
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culture 
but retain 


the two 


which were read aloud without 
almost all of the questions posed by the ethnic 


junior spokesperson and 
and MP-elect U Soe Win only listened. 


and 


remarking 
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language 


\"The Kachin count hills 
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he said \"No 


even after being 


U Myint Thein complained to 
Shan and 


health environment 


Tarr and a PD FSN 

the KIA delegate to the 

Kachin Consultative Assembly Youth 
representatives from Naung Nan Baptist 
and youths from the Kachin Baptist 
important 

evolved slowly as Duwa Zau 


as the meeting continued meaningful discussion 


according to youth leader Dau Hkaung the 


stressing it could 
even if not federalist gives all 


asked 
and appeared to accept the idea that 


Tarr said he wished the American 
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Tarr presented a lecture on \"Federalism 


Muslim participants 


including the youth 
student activists 


who focus on unity. The 
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the capital of Kachin State (ref B). In 
Tarr spoke to \"the Myitkyina elders\" (Duwa Zau 
Rev. Fr. Gregory Naw Din 
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and Muslims 
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Rev. Fr. Patrick Sin Wa Naw 
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Rev. Zau Shan 
Naung Nan Baptist Seminary 
(ref A) federalism has great appeal for all 
and some senior political leaders reprimand youth for 
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they could claim that the injuries had come during 
Krit also said 


the Lao were no longer insisting on a written 
\" and the recent conclusion of the Lao Party 
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who departed early from the meeting 


Krit said there was 
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were 


1955. From 1955 until the establishment of the 


although he reportedly spent 


Choummaly became Deputy 
a position he held until 


and in 1988 was named First Deputy Defense Minister 


Choummaly traveled 
representing the Lao 


who became Prime Minister. He 
becoming a Deputy Prime Minister and 
the by now 

he 

and was a proponent 

a 


a position he retains. 


in 43rd 
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he jumped to number 

just short of the Politburo. He entered the 

at number 7 and by the 
a 


and his career has largely tracked 


and was reportedly Khamtai\'s 


in part for 


Choummaly 
often 


but 
with an interest in issues 
those within the Party do 


in the same vein as 
putting regime security before other concerns. He 
by 


pro-Vietnam policies. 


Choummaly has a reputation for 


Column 4 


Column 5 
as well as anumber of houses. While 
he has anumber of 
a boy is about 40. Choummaly speaks 
and studied political theory in Hanoi. He also 
and may 


he appeared in good health. 
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similar to those the EU 
the GOU is trying to show that it is 
once Karimov is \"reelected\" next year he 


there could a number of 


which were added to the ENP in 2004. 
Central Asian nations have varying levels of 


Column 4 Column 5 


political/security 


said that Uzbekistan wants to have a better dialogue 


pending Uzbekistan\'s acceptance 


Ganiyev maintained that Uzbekistan 


and the GOU are trying to show that they are 


Ganiyev nevertheless said that the GOU 


Column 4 Column 5 


as was the common portrayal 
when the EU was 
the EU never 


Ganiyev said that Gazprom 


they stressed they do not want the dialogue on 


Counselor at the Kazakhastan Mission 
cited a number of recent and forthcoming 


although dates have not been set. He stated that 


and 
a foreign policy priority for the Kazakh 


Column 4 Column 5 


Minister Counselor at the Embassy 
said that his government wants to add 


Tilebaliev lamented that unfortunately 
he said people are still trying to figure 
he 


Ware usually in favor of the government." 


Tilebaliev said that 


Tilebaliev said that 


Column 4 


Tilebaliev 


and there is no friction between 
which he 


political officer atthe Tajikistan 
said that Tajik/EU relations are good 


he said 


such as 
Mingboev said that Tajikistan 


China 
the Commission stated that 


Gints 

EU Council official with responsibility for Central 

said that while the geographical limits to the ENP have 
there are few enthusiasts among Member 

such 


Apals said he heard 


the ENP has not proven that it is an effective 


a 


Column 5 


for the GOT 


India 


Column 4 


Vit would take a long time\" for any 
Apals said. Perhaps these issues will be raised 


and Member States will merely be obliged to \"take 


Apals said that one should not 


Karimov may begin to reach out to the west 


and he has heard rumors that Norov is one of the 
EUSR Kubis recently tried to 
Apals said - not exactly a rebuke but not a sign of 


Apals said 


Apals 
Germany thinks there could be a number of various 


Apals said that although the country 
he believes 


China 


Apals said 

Turkmenistan is not 

there is no traction for more aid among EU 
and political conditions do not 


Apals said that \"60% of the 


Apals got the 


Column 5 


so this request 


and 
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Niyazov did 


Apals said: 1) A pipeline through Kazakhstan 
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with 43 percent of its population living on less thana 
it is the second largest vegetable producing state in 
Kumar noted he had a strong 

Deputy Chief Minister Sushil 


Chief Secretary G.S. Kang and Cooperatives Secretary 


Pusa. To 
Deputy CM Modi said that the state 


sectors in which Bihar 


Bihar accounted for 28 of 


Punjab and Nepal. In January CG 


the Bihar government UNICEF 


Column 4 Column 5 


three new polio cases have been identified 


or actually from the 2006. Additional rounds of 


the National AIDS Control 


128 people diagnosed HIV positive and about 
070 cases of AIDS. A senior BSCAS official was quoted by the 


\"The rate at which infection is 
very soon itmay cross the 1 percent prevalence 


New Delhi\'s report \"Rural 
\" 48 percent of all Bihar households 


just 


he hopes to dry 


Column 4 
\" in which state 


where in 
300 Maoists attacked a prison and released all 


the damage of 15 years of poor governance by former 


such as the lack of 
inadequate health care and a persistent insurgency. 


HIV/AIDS constitutes an emerging issue that given the 


HIV/AIDS infections will 
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the British colonial government 


an 


\"have the ear of senior officials\" are 
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thus putting it at or beyond parity with tne HKD within 


speculators would assume the HKD would rise along 
creating overwhelming market pressure. Ifthe Hong 


the result would be stock market and property bubbles as 


hoping to make 


in Fung\'s view. 


or New Zealand dollar accounts as a hedge 


any floating of the HKD would lead 


Fung 


an issuer of HKD paper currency -- 
thereisa 


Column 4 Column 5 


itneeds a currency more closely 
not to the U.S. 


2005 the HKMA tweaked its currency 


hoping to prompt speculators to reduce reliance on 


our contacts all pointed out that any significant 
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or 
which now have none. Under the law\'s formula 


Bosniaks will get two and Albanians 
two as a linguistic 


but has not been given by the 
nor would the CoE 


a New Constitution 


Dr. Amer Halilovic told 


especially 
anew 


setting the stage for 


Column 4 Column 5 
at all levels and in all sectors to 
BP DZMB-CG 


an 
all share 


however a sharper interest in the 
and see 


like most 
sees the Sandzak (lying across the boundary 
he was 


saying he was \"much more at ease \" now 


no 


guard shacks or customs houses. 


it appears the 


despite a rocky past. With no 


the DPS and 
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it should benefit 
but he 


Column 4 


state-owned Electric Power Industry 


fora 
are not paying their electricity bills to 
and 90 


KEK 


areas that pay their bills would receive a more 


Dr. Sanda Raskovic-Ivic 
with Kosovar 


Deputy Special Representative of the 


accused Serbia\'s transmission system and market 
EMS 


but problems 

some 7 

power plants are generating only 
compared to a total installed capacity of 1 
according to EPS. 


this 


but it 


Irish company ESBI was engaged by UNMIK 


Column 5 


accused KEK and UNMIK of 


which is controlled by EPS 


500 Serbs lost their jobs in the 


500 MW in 


but believes 
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Vlajcic attributed 
such as a lack of electricity due to cold 
KEK would not be able to draw a large amount of 


some 300 MW of 
and 


it offered to 
with repayment to 


EPS workers from 


opening the possibility 
he argued. Nevertheless 


the same \"unconditional\" 


UNMIK accepted the GOS offer to deliver 50 


the offer was 


Minister of Energy and Mining spoke 
but Ruecker rejected it and insisted 


however Ruecker accepted the offer on February 24 
not a single KWh was dispatched to Kosovo. Vlajcic 

because the situation is a humanitarian 

Serbia should be able to control how its \"donation\" 

as would any other donor. The GOS 


the GOS asserted that Albanians in such 
as well. 
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UNMIK would accept only an unconditional 
without providing a guarantee as to where the 


that solution 


Vlajcic said. 


¡Y 


EMS still considers the 


Serbia paid 135 


Serb- 


500 former EPS workers. Some 6 000 of these 


with guarantees of their 
Kukobat said. 


the integrity of the Kosovo 


Serbian 
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the AU executive is being manipulated by Khartoum 


further 


an unacceptable 


(SBU) On April 1 UN Special Representative Jan Pronk 


AU Secretary General Alpha 


an AMIS plus a \"coalition of 
and as a last resort a transition 


the AMIS has 


resulting 


but less AU monitoring. Pronk also noted that the 


Pronk stated that the AU did not argue \"very 


but was even more direct in criticizing 


Column 4 Column 5 


in his opinion the AU 


which coincides with the GOS position. 
the international community is now facing 


a situation that the movements will find 


the GOS will furnish two months 
and the Arab League pledge would cover the force 


that 


and that the security discussions were finally 


due to the limits of AU 
the UN would be required to take over the 


Pronk said that the UN 


but Arab militias had been involved. He 


because the participation was 


including a solution to disarming the 


according to Pronk. He 


Column 4 
he had supported the 


Pronk said 


AU President Denis 


to be back t Abuaj in time for the Sassou/Konare 


the government 


slowing down the UN 


but some 
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many Egyptians tell us 
his father 


the 

replacing \"old guard\" figures 
ambitious technocrats 

a shake-up in the 


Column 5 


itis clear that the EHCF is not 


06CAIRO2010 
are the 
and others 


most with direct or 


Column 4 
the 


and old-guard cabinet 


replacing a number of old-guard rival kingmakers 


Gamal\'s 


cynics tell us 


Gamal paid a visit 

just west of 

with Housing Minister (and 

to cut the ribbon on new low income 
a 

aimed at addressing the 


\" Gamal told accompanying 


Gamal made a rare appearance on a 
promoted all day in advance of 


asserting that one enjoys...going down into the 
but usually keeps a low 
grounded in Cairo by a dust 


at the ribbon cutting for an international air show in 
he could have 


Column 5 


was engineered to broaden his 


camera crews in tow 


Column 4 


Gamal told 


why is he going to all this trouble?" 


Heikal has written 


editor of the Nasserist weekly 


authoring in 2003 a 


many believe 


who left him bruised and naked on 


which he 


Nour is 42 years old. 


the paper alleged that the Egyptian 


adding that Gamal 


but insisted that his 


Column 5 


is an 
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there 


despite earlier 


Ayman Nour who 
lost his parliamentary seat under very 


Wafd Party candidate No\'man Gomaa was 


marginal figures to 
have faded back into nearly total obscurity. 


who 


who has a high public profile 


he enjoys 


Moussa has never expressed or even hinted at any 


\" with respect to future political 
but he has never offered any hint that he intends 
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well-known to have extensive 


when he was photographed in the stadium\'s VIP 
cheering on Egypt to its 2-1 victory over 


is rarely photographed with him and 


he has not stood in the way of the 


or obstructed his increased public profile. 
the President has twice in the past two years 


commonly accepted wisdom in Cairo is that 


the First Lady is often 

frequently in 

many 

are keys to Gamal\'s viability. Sources tell us that 


rearranged in 2005 with 
currently 

increasingly dominated by 
will retain their lock on the 


who must obtain endorsements from 65 PA 
25 Shura Council members and 10 local council 


and the People\'s 


Column 4 


should a presidential transition become 
there would be no legal or procedural 


Column 5 


and the 


even 


\" his national military service) and unlike his 


can not take the military\'s support for granted. 
who believe that 


the intelligence chief with a military background 
if 


his attempts 
\" and as the 
\" are all 


and potential stumbling blocks the way 


such as MP and NDP figure Ahmed Ezz and 
are apparently banking that structural 


and build a support base that extends beyond 
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who is the PLDVs 
requested that no late candidate 


Column 4 


and illegal.\" The JCE plenary rejected the 


Pina called on the OAS 


confidence in the elections. PRD secretary 


as did 


the situation would have seemed a 
who 


former presidential legal adviser and JCE 


but 


Column 5 
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only their own pockets. 
then vote for it after their palms 


PLD) has worked well. Let\'s give him 
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or on the contrary on the need for the 
which it 


immediately after the President 


Aujourd\'hui en France led 


and 


Column 4 Column 5 


senior political analyst Jacques Hubert-Rodier 


Christophe Dubois 


Camp Delta\" and Sassi\'s \"intention\" to 


along with those of Mourad Benchallali also a former 
have asked the investigating justice to travel to 


thus allowing them to travel visa- 


and that machine-readable passports 
2005 were valid for visa-free 


since the visit was 


Column 4 


in Baghdad on a surprise visit 


who weighs every word 


when she acknowledge that the U.S. made "thousands 


all in her honor 

we made mistakes 

then 

the use of military superiority to end up in chaos 


but what of the tactical 


because you lose the overall vision.Y Self- 


terrorism remains the number one threat. At 
despite 


Iran has replaced Iraq in 2006 as the most 


and the U.S. 
thus bringing its support 


everything is 


Column 5 


have increased pressure 


could not have 


but toppling Saddam or 


just tactical ones. 


Column 4 Column 5 
he recognizes the importance of ideological combat. In 
Washington\'s margin of maneuver is 


Iran took advantage of the situation and pursued its 


there is again the risk of ignoring other real long term 


materialism having replaced their hunger for more 


Olmert\'s 


it can turn to the Arab League. Its members are just as 
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only slightly lower 
2005 election. No violence and few 


birthplace of Prime Minister Thaksin and 
turned in a surprisingly 


Phichit 
Phrae Kamphaeng Phet and Chiang Mai\'s Consti 


which has been one of the few sources of dissent in 


however because the candidate making 


Column 4 
widely believed 


Chiang Mai Mayor Boonlert Buranupakorn 
which has provoked rage in 


with the winner to be 


frequently spoiled on 
has 
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they could leverage that 


United Marxist Leninist (UML) Acting 


in separate 
both stressed that the upcoming 


it is currently perceived as a seven-party action. 


Column 5 
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as Home Minister 

then the government should 

and not against the Parties who 

noting that without international support all party 
as \"no one knows who the government 


Bohara stated \"we will not 


but admitted he was \"afraid\" that 


\"we are 100 percent against violence. Bohara 

and 

extort and torture people in 

as a responsible party we 


\" he continued. He noted that 
and the March 19 restatement of 
was the PartiesY way to bring 


but explained that the 
and to 


trying to pull each other to 


but they still did not agree on the 


Bohara stated \"We 


too." Bohara commented that Maoist 
but had not worked to 


Column 4 Column 5 
and 


including announcing Parliamentary elections as 
then 


if the King reached out the Parties would take the 
and supported a constitutional monarchy 

he cautioned that the King had to 

in the 12-point understanding had agreed that 


then the Maoists would not object and would 


the smaller more left-leaning parties in the 
explaining that 
which had been set for 


but would now be impossible due to the April 6-9 


Shrestha asserted. Ifthe Maoists called another 
then the Parties would have more chance for a 


injuring dozens of students. 


Maoists beat up dozens of 
including women and children who had expressed 


Column 4 Column 5 
a member of the seven-party alliance stated 


over 150 locals complied with the Maoist 
fearing retribution if 


who 


party 


while the Parties presumably 
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and lack of options. Jyoti said Nepal could take 

but noted 

especially as India\'s four percent 


Jyoti claimed he was forced to seriously consider the 
though he appeared sobered by the Ambassador\'s message. 


the Ambassador and International 


Roop Jyoti to urge His 


such as 


HMGN could talk with IMF about ways to raise 


Column 4 
which in turn would lead to 


but... 


\"you are friends 
\" Jyoti promised he would \"try to 
\" but asked the Ambassador and 


orto 
Jyoti explained 


\"if you feel it 
then we can drop it.\" Jyoti commented 


he stated that Nepal could make good use 


including the possibility that future 


and were only 

he noted 

and would 

and the loaners had identified themselves and had 


in custody until the loaners 


such 
that made it difficult for HMGN 


Column 5 


you give good advice 
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which also hurt the economy. 

\" and wanted to 

\" referring perhaps to a possible future in which 
as even 

the international 


he complained. Jyoti concluded 


given the pressures and lack of options HMGN needed to 
but clean and that we were 
all 


he advised. He stressed that the US felt 


Jyoti concluded that India 


Column 4 Column 5 
and noted that any legal action by Nepal through 


000 


thus \"crippling the government" if India continued 


undoubtedly he heard our 
who 
also appeared to have strong 


4/3/2006 11:42 O6NDJAMENA487 
but suffice to say 


for 
Deby would probably be able to prevail easily in 


was the present context of coup plots and 
Deby was 


and sad as it was to say 


Kebzabo 
he shared 


according to 
Kebzabo continued the previous 


Column 4 

with potentially severe consequences for 
was likely to continue 

and beyond 


or had become in recent years 


and not 


he had not wanted to try to exploit the 
because it was a dangerously 


as Chadians did 


Gorane and Sarah but 
\" 


as it was essential to his 


but 


especially in Muslim areas 
Kebzabo 


which Deby was more 


the country\'s most populated region. A 
born in 1947 
after having founded the country\'s first 


explaining that he sought to promote national 
subsequently 


Column 5 


in Kebzabo\'s estimation. 


to twist their arm to turn 


he became a major opposition figure 


Column 4 
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APAT (Agency for Environmental Protection and 


48 
Italy 


44 
Italy 
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he said 
he commented that the GOA was 


Senator Grassley said time 


2007. Specifically on 
he said these were used 


Senator Grassley said negotiations 
the U.S. will honor agreements 


Column 5 
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with non-proliferation and with weapons of 


Column 4 Column 5 


even in agriculture. He noted 
that there is an expectation that the U.S. would 


the U.S. was being asked to agree to subsidy 


claiming it had only become an 


the GOA would not do this \"under the gun\" referring 


the Monsanto dispute was also 


predictable 


Column 4 


Redrado said 


and that while the 
\"Argentina 


what was he 
he was worried 


Redrado said 


\"in hindsight 

Argentina faces double-digit recovery in 

spending 

ahead of revenue growth of 21 percent. 

Redrado said spending should be back below growth 
although he acknowledged that wage pressures 


\" and what is needed 


Redrado noted that the Argentine financial 
which means that 


and it took Mexico 7 


as they are rising at a 10-15 percent 


Column 5 


and he was 


but said 


we 
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any rise in U.S. 
a 


interest rates 
that will mean more 


Redrado noted that Argentina is in much better shape 
which has very 
Redrado 


the U.S. to raise its savings rate and the 


thought the IMF should focus on being a lender of 
and stated that there should be greater 


and that he 


Redrado asked the senators and 


and that it was 
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and invited a number of Argentine legislators with 


which also included PJ Representatives 
also from Santa Fe; and opposition (PRO) 


considering that the lunch took 
and 


but also 
Urquia said. A recent 
s corn production is likely to 


well under the 
according to Urquia. 


and the U.S. form a soy cartel ¿like OPEC8 to 


s plans for using soy to 


s Congress all see a bright future 


Urquia added the 


sugarcane and corn. Alarcon 


and predicted that number would rise to 20 
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with 


and explained how best 


but 


Giorgetti lamented Argentina\'s 
saying it puts Argentine 


mentioning Bovine Spongiform 


or Mad Cow disease) and avian influenza 


and asked 


but 
on 


but was not enough to keep the ball rolling. 
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and that Argentina is prepared to work with the U.S. 
especially those issues that place 


even those positions she opposes 


and Campos mentioned his hope 


beef and processed food products. Campos sai 


which prompted 


Argentina presumably has more 


English said adding that the U.S. has 


the U.S. is the only 
but the visit did not result 
Nebbia continued but at the 


and that is what 


if Argentina is 
is it making them so expensive 


which is harmless to humans but then blasts 


and would also 
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there is no cheaper producer of those products 
but Argentina still has little access to the 


noting that some U.S. companies 


and reiterated that the ban is a temporary 


but the dispute with Monsanto is 


but that it doesn\'t appear as though a solution is 


visit our 
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the 


and both had plenty of time to get 


including maintaining the \"five no\'s\" and 


\" said Ma was \"naive\" to trust the PRC and 


and the debate may not have changed many 
Ma\'s arguments 
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Chen 
even 


\" which he defined as 
separate interpretations \" is the key to closer 


V not \"one China separate 


separate interpretations V" during his 
suggesting he would respect the 


liberty and human rights 
arguing that changing the constitution 


saying TaiwanVs voters care about the 
not still more constitutional changes. 


which meets defense needs is affordable 
and he criticized DPP delays and 


saying that the U.S. view is 
Chen had 
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\" Chen suggested 
for example 


both Chen and Ma managed to lay out 
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and each side is assessing 


Thaksin is still mulling over his options. End 


a V'hawk V" who has consistently told us that 


after months of V'black propaganda" by the 
TRT was \"delighted\" with its (almost) 50 percent of 


in his 
Thaksin would again offer a 


and then there would be 


but the PM would V'begin to administer" 
but 
without libel 


Column 4 


adding that there was no possibility that the PM 


where TRT got trounced in 


and that the 


there would be no way to get a clear winner from 


especially in the 
have produced similar results.) He said the 


expecting to mobilize the large number of 


one ofthe TRT 


however 
and his views may change. He 
will be watching the PM on TV later tonight. 


both sides still believe that they have the upper 


but if he is to avoid more direct challenges to 
he will need to come up with proposals more 


\"get out. V 
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when deposed leader Nomaan Gomaa 
stormed party headquarters 

who 
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is that the PM is still 
like 
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Column 4 


23 persons were injured in the clashes and Gomaa 
now facing a host of charges 


but news breaking midday on April 3 - thatthe GOE has 


deposed Wafd party 


an upscale neighborhood 


but scores of party members 

arrived by late morning intent on expelling Gomaa and 
but kept them at bay with their guns 

including two journalists with the party paper 


who has a reputation as a V'hot head and was 


the two 
bottles 


who viciously beat a number of 
and several by-standers. The source also 


and 23 persons were treated for injuries 


Column 5 


allied to de facto party 


and the 


Column 4 
who received a bullet wound to the 


which 


Gomaa and gang were cornered in the 
with hundreds more 

calling for his head. At 

Gomaa sent word that he would like safe 
riot police 


Nasser 


and taken into custody. The 


incitement 


former Dean of Cairo University law 
became leader of the Wafd Party in 2000 
the last survivor among the 

rigid 

such as Mona Makram Ebeid and Ayman 


defected from the party. Despite continuous grumbling 
Gomaavs lock on leadership held strong 


Gomaa secured less than 300 


but key party 
led by MP Mahmoud Abaza 
began 


and former MP and 


Gomaa lost a vote of confidence by the 


Column 5 


and 14 others were 


vandalism 


after the 


and autocratic 


000 


whose aristocratic family 


Column 4 Column 5 
and was formally 


Gomaa and a small band of loyalists 
and stressed that 

which licenses 

still recognized 

Abaza ally Mouneer Abdel 


and that he had been decisively and 


the bank 

the party premises and all the district offices 
April 3 that the 

there had 


but stressed that both 


its action no doubt 


it seems 


perhaps pushing 
or otherwise determined to 


also likely figured in Gomaa\'s 


Column 4 


and virtually all agreed that the 


either 


will now allow the party to put this episode behind 


and party 


Abaza 


the GOE has done the right thing by 
which proved several times over 


as the legitimate authority within 


modernist 
with a faded but still 
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as well as other missions around the world 
that 


HaVaretz 


in particular a halt to violence. Leading media 


Column 5 


Fouad Badrawi 


and pragmatic approach to Egypt\'s 


O6TELAVIV1295 
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in an interview with the 

Palestinian FM Mahmoud 

who is considered a Hamas hard-liner 

Yediot featured 

who lived for more than 20 years in the 

where he headed a research center that served as a 
major 

and on Palestinian in-fighting. 


HaVaretz and other media reported that over 


air 


the day after 
Elad 


took control of two large 


Silwan and A-Tur (on the Mount of 


which 


is null and void. Mazuz 
which said 


contradicted the Chief of Staff\'s instructions. 


Column 5 


reiterated 


and naval barrage 


one of two organizations working to 


populated 
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three weeks 
Israeli 


despite the fact that they 


US Secretary of 


No. 2 in Kadima 


left-leaning HaVaretz: \"In the American 
there is apparently a 


Column 4 


Olmert must not radiate 


pluralist Yediot Aharonot: \"This is a 


and could get a right wing 


left-leaning HaVaretz (April 2): \"In the 
there is apparently a 


the hudna 


as its leaders begin to formulate a V'new language" 
and 


to discuss the convergence plan or 
but just to 
really. Hamas would 


if it is strengthened by meeting with Israel 


Column 5 


and when it modified the 
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because what started as a 


it would be best to start 


a fact 


a major unilateral withdrawal from the West Bank 
itisa 


Olmert must not radiate weakness. So that 
the Israel Defense Forces must continue to 


Wage Talks Later" 


our elected 


fulfilling the prophecy 


the new government must make 


there will be no money to 


Column 4 


pluralist Yediot Aharonot (April 3): \"This 


and could get a right wing 


there is a 


if not to halt 


and shaft Peres 


a maneuver aimed at gaining strength versus 
does not know what he is talking about. 


and it will be the one to 
which will be headed by Olmert... 
Peretz will be responsible for 


columnist 
wrote in the conservative 


Column 5 


Ramon and 


independent 


Column 4 


Column 5 
columnist 
wrote in the conservative independent 
instead of 
\'Thanks to the Americans who are helping us be 
V ShiVites shifted to claiming VDown with the 
who are keeping us from exercising power"? 
in 
from about one-tenth of the 
some of the Sunni Arabs) to half or 
his administration 
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and she believes that they will need another year of 


Column 4 
representing different 


which is locally produced with a gene licensed from 


which has 


sorghum and potatoes to locally 


development and 


vocal but limited membership 
the ordinary 


if not impossible 


biotech is exploding into other fields 


positioning 
but 


and we 
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d). 
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to 
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vague and unsigned article published April 4 
alleged that a \"top police 


\"in 
had established ties 


whom we contacted following the 
told us that the \"source\" was 


promised to look 
and contact us with any 


JEHOVAHVS WITNESSES CLAIM GOVERNMENT CONSPIRACY 


a Canadian lawyer 


Y in an attempt to show that Jehovah\'s Witnesses 


\" he said. 


NO ANSWERS 
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and an editorial on the trial for crimes 


lran 


an oil embargo... would be very 


for the moment the scenario of 


freezing accounts 
and expelling the Iranian football team from 


anew US ally\" 

vice head International 
Universidad Siglo XXI who writes (03/31) 
the 


India 
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Washington could implement a double-sided policy 
like 
are punished. 


the \'crisis crescent\' 
and India considers the Islamic 


and 


India obtains its oil supply (not a minor 
which explains the caution 
the US and 


center-right \"InfoBae\" reports 

which attended to the 

its 

Kader Asmal asked legislators to make 


although it could serve the 


Column 4 Column 5 


columnist of leading \"Clarin \" writes 


which harshly criticized the Argentine 


it refers to 
the only US cold- 
which belongs to 


one wonders whether this 


columnist of business-financial \"EI 
V writes (03/31) Next week an Argentine 


what the Argentine delegation will attempt 
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strongly multi-cultural configuration 
with the Hispanic community as its main 


that immigrants are part of and 
deserve to enjoy same rights and 


who could soon become the 


the 16 000-man UN Peace Force that has 


which circumstantially has a chair at 
should actively support the 


visit our 
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on January 22 2006 
the Markazi Bank Iran\'s 


had reportedly deposited 250 tonnes of gold at 


other experts 


UBS spokesman Serge Steiner denied any UBS 


\" run by a plane-spotting club the gold was 


since Iranian cargo planes rarely visit Zurich. 


2005 - Boeing 747-200 
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he would be surprised 
given the difficulty of transporting 


and the A-300s 


2006 UBS announced a halt to commercial relati 
two days after the Iranian regime acknowledged the 


Iranian assets in Switzerland 
mostly held by UBS and 


a phrase 


albeit not necessarily the 


the report 
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he ensures heavy 
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PolOff met with al-Khonji to discuss 


companies employing a designated number of workers 


as well as to garner support for the MRC. For 
al-Khonji believes 


and that there should be more outreach and 


al-Khonji is 


and his desire to 


is encouraging news for the fledgling 


al-Khonji is hardly alone in worrying that the 
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the Governmeni\'s strategy of 
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the tone of their criticism does not suggest an 


the Deputy Resrep personally believes the Fund 


are 
was reinforced by two different 


insisted the additional 
echoing 


the World Bank economist perplexed by the IMF\'s 
agreed the budget covered the payments. IMF 


but said they were studying the issue. A 
among 


which would be yet another contravention of 
Unakitan backtracked 
\"Just because we cut taxes in the textile sector we 


Column 4 

Deputy Prime Minister Sener 
that the Government would not 
which 


taken together 


follows 
the GOT pretends it 


then patches things back up with the IMF. 


the IMF has to be firm about parliamentary passage 


but is unlikely to want to take 
not only is Turkey its major success story 


VIf you owe the bank $100 
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except for the term of office specified; in addition 
since it 


on the other hand 
V the terms used in previous 
means that the extending the terms of office 


such extensions are 


the new 


Lehohla and Masemene said the GOL intends to 


Column 5 


represent a clear signal the 
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the 


contends that that the amendment 


Column 4 
a body consisting 
some of whom are appointed by 


endorsement of the GOL\'s 


fair 


it is hoped 
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visit: 
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and by threats that can bring down all our progress 


as the US and India work together to fight 
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and peaceful 


will not be affected by the row over the 
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O6KUWAIT 1145 
O6KUWAIT 1146 
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Ww 


Column 4 
from the civil nuclear initiative to 


we agreed to intensify efforts to increase 
building on the US role as India\'s 


and India\'s status as a growing 


the US welcomed India\'s participation in a wide 


which will 


including a Maritime Cooperation Framework that 


the 
\"The partnership between our free 


one element of the US-India civil nuclear 


stability 

including a commitment to negotiate permanent 
are 

while helping meet 


Secretary Rice and Under Secretaries Burns and 


which 


Column 5 


prosperity 


Column 4 Column 5 


reliability and 


2006); Clean Coal Technology seminar 


for decades 
is gathering steam and promises to be 


its highest level ever with 
an 


however. The 


Column 4 


agriculture 
signaling that the 


a group of CEOs from some of the 
to accept a report on 


including $13.5 billion in Indian orders 


the 


with 70 percent below the age of 36 at 


India will find it hard to sustain the high growth rates 


reducing government\'s role in the economy 


its government is 


as they must carefully navigate the political 


and populist blocs within the 


remains distracted by internal 


the United 


Column 5 


energy security 
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and depends 
so 


the Left Front (LF) of four 
increasing the LF\'s 


however can be 


and has made the 


Left leaders have made no effort 


while Congress hopes to win a 


it appears likely the UPA government 


the LF has 


for example. The LF also demanded that 


knowing that the Left cannot bring 
the UPA has continued its 
not allowing 


however key UPA leaders 


political 


Column 4 


notwithstanding the 
the vast majority of Indians 


and not usually 


who rely on Marxism to justify their positions 


even when on-going political events distract from the 


the UPA\'s defeat in a key 
and domestic discontent 


the UPA effectively deflected 
televised revelations of blatant corruption by MPs 


shifted the 
allowing the Prime Minister to 


even as she retained her party and coalition 
the constant dalliance of the UPA\'s 


and draws attention away from national 


Column 5 


find 
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West Bengal 


which 


but her administration faces a 

which has cut into her effectiveness. Some of 
a Christian organization that runs hospitals 
drawing attention in 


BJP proponents 


which the Hindu community found deeply 


local Congress and Communist 


Chief Minister Raje 
and members of the 


but funding issues become 


the state 
which human rights advocates 


other than those 


Column 5 


Tamil Nadu and 


Column 4 Column 5 
must be registered 


Islam Sikhism and Buddhism in the 
those converting to Hinduism would not need to 

but would need to if converting to any other 

due to the 

the legislation will not likely come to 

but 


the bill could well pass later in the summer. 


whom you will meet has said that 
\" and any religious conflict will 


and most recently a March 7 series of bombings 


as well as targeting the new 


Prime Minister Singh has pursued a 


including energy cooperation trade 


Column 4 


the opening of two 


and the PM\'s 
Security 


the 

as well as Asia at large. India has 

pledging more than $600 million to Afghanistan\'s 
focused specifically on building 

strengthening the country\'s democratic 


and training the country's newly elected 


Bangladesh causes constant concern for the 
which also seeks the country\'s cooperation 


as well as a recent trip to South Korea 
illustrated India\'s \"Look East" policy 


countering China\'s growing 
India and China have 


but India has preferred to work quietly behind 


led by the political parties in Nepal 


Column 5 


and Friendship. 
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a corridor for trade to Central Asia (most 
to which Pakistan continues to 
and a partner in stabilizing 


firm 


as the controversy about Iran\'s nuclear program and 


and denied 


although plans for an 


the US 


Malabar 05 was held in the Arabian Sea off the 
and featured aircraft carriers from both 


especially in anti-piracy and disaster 


the largest air combat exercise 


the largest US Army 
occurred in January 
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the Indian Air 


and the US plans 


with a follow-on 


the Indian Navy is seeking to acquire the USS 

which if 
will mark the first major platform sale to the 

the Indian Army has purchased and is in the 


your delegation\'s program in 


it is in both countries\' common interest to 


we are developing cooperation and 


and the great importance 
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Georgian Mission 


with short and medium-term 
to countries within the ENP; however 


Makharoblishvili 


long-term mindset. 


Makharoblishvili said a source of frustration 


country-specific approach; the Commission is 


and Azerbaijan -- this \"should not be a 


he 


EU Council Russia policy advisor Carl Hallergard said 
of the three South Caucasus countries negotiating ENP 
Georgia is making the least progress and the 


the EU has advocated that the Action Plan should be 


Georgia wants 


Georgia wants to have the parameters of a FTA outlined 


Column 5 


Georgia has 
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Makharoblishvili said GOG economists believe that a 


similar to the one 


Moldova and Ukraine also want visa facilitation 


they replied: 


Makharoblishvili 


\" its European aspirations should be taken more 
he said the EU is only considering 


if it is so obvious why 


Makharoblishvili said that the GOG wants 
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Makharoblishvili said that this is not really 


nothing 
he said that the 


Boe said. End comment.) 


then Russia will get more aggressive in 
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not financial support V the 
adding that children on the street 


but would not hesitate to 
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\" RehnVs office said. 
the parliament called a special session for 


the \"PKK\'s Heavy Defeat 


in Mersin 


the Kurds in the region (including the ones in 


but only for its own 


Sabah 


\" a weekly humor magazine 


including Israel and Turkey. 
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Y Ardan 


Adana 


Cumhuriyet 


for its cartoons 
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but that it will be run by the Turkish Air Force 


Turkey wanted to increase trade with the US to USD 


Florida Georgia 


emphasizing 


8.00 a.m.) 


Rice and Straw 
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2007. 


Suha Ates 


000. 


separatist terror and 


with 
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their organization and authorities 


concluding that \"the whole process seems to be a 
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was killed in Iraq 


O6KHARTOUM819 
O6DUBLIN349 
O6ADANA68 
ΟΘΝΑΤΙΟΑΝΡΘ 


and their stated 


Column 4 


Column 5 
and does not have an alternative 
but believes it has reliable information 
but now back in Belgium -- to illustrate the 
and would 
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hosting EPP president Wilfred 


signifying 


SLAPPING BACK AT OPPONENTS 


Sanader stood by his 2003 election promise that his 
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Sanader said that Croatia would now been in the EU had 


Sanader singled out the center-right 


Sanader 
too 


for thinking \"they are the 
\" 


ANALYSTS WITH A YAWN 


alluding to the 
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similar calls for 
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with guidance from the 


Dawa and Sadrist members (and Shia Independent 


Dawa Tanzim and Sadrists) had been formed to 


\" a delegation will be formed to convince 


and the marjaViya have not intervened to 


or violence by the Jaysh al-Mehsi. More 
despite the public opposition from outside the 
and the private and now public opposition 
Jafari has shown no inclination 
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Speaker of the 
preceding resumption of the Lebanese 


Column 4 Column 5 
neighborhood and brotherhood.\" 


and not the arms that are in our hands for a strategic 
\" Berri 


\" Berri added saying that the \"issue of Hizbollah 


4/3) 


and directors and 


4/3) 


Lebanese circles stress commitment to the resistance; 


neighborhood 
4/3) 


4/3) 


in an op-ed in government-owned Al-BaVth wrote 
in the US strategy is a military base used to 
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the two countries signed 


without which the Zionist entity would 


a columnist in government-owned Al-Thawra 

the US condemns 

ignoring its 

nations and 


which have 
imprisons 


Zionist forces have recently stormed the 
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a columnist in government-owned Al-Thawra wrote 
US President Bush has held the Iraqi people 
he 


US research centers 
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leaders launched a new 


although they shelved a proposed Arab Court of 


and assumed the rotating 


Sudan\'s Omar Bashir welcomed the opportunity to press 


many 


Saudi Arabia Morocco 
one rumor circulating at the conference was that the 

to punish 

there 

including senior 
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EU Special Representative Marc Otte the 
Russian Deputy FM Soltanov) Turkish 


UN U/S Gambari and UN SYG Annan\'s Iraq Envoy 
Chinese 


Korean 
a large press 


drafted by the GOS 
and emphasizes the importance of 


AL senior staff shared the view that 


the rebels would drag out the peace talks. 
pressing him 

Y but that 

Arab 


he said. 


much of the conversation centered on how 


and debated how best to persuade 


leaders repeated their peace initiative of 2002 and 


AL Chief of Staff Hisham Youssef said the 


for donors to continue funding the 


Column 4 Column 5 
and criticized two French 


AL Office to Open Soon 


that Iraq had 


he said leaders accepted 
although Zebari 


nor would the Iraqi government be 
he 
for not playing a more serious role in helping Iraq 


Zebari caused waves when he 


selected a senior diplomat 

and budgeted USD two million dollars for the 

a Moroccan diplomat who has most 

will head the AL mission. Lamani 

including Amman to discuss a possible planning 
leaders also welcomed Jordan\'s proposal 

the Iraq committee of Arab Ministers 


Siniora Camps 


seeking to maximize Arab 


Column 4 


\"mugowema\"). Iraqi FM Zebari 


the resolution ended up largely repeating previous texts 


and that the League would await Lebanese 


AL SYG Moussa 
identifying what he considered a 


noted a 


he said 


and that a high-level 


leaders signed a document 
which 

the Chair ofthe 

the two previous Council Chairs 
the PSC will become active. 


the body will have a wide-ranging mandate 


an early-warning system 


though further 


Column 5 


\"should invest in it (1.6. 


and 


and will 


and a committee of wise-men to 
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a 


with several members apprehensive 


with leaders deciding to appoint an expert 


but requested that the summit be held at 


but the move 


to address topics of 
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launched 


advocated for a major 


and solicited the 
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accompanied by three FRME staff 
FRME Trustee; Peter Maki 
FRME\'s 

noted that deepening the 


the West 

Rabbi 

American Jewish Committee International 
and other rabbis 


\" as well as with 


Sheikhs Talal Sidr and Tamimi in the 
and Grand Imam Tantawi of Al-Azhar 


Israel of two new centers for inter- 


\" 


despite the difficulties. The fact that 18 
including Sheikh Imad Falouji attended the 


he said. He added that 


he is exploring the idea of holding a 
where they had 
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Rabbi Metzger suggested that President Bush 


characterizing the prospect as 


White noted 


Hassan\'s 


described by White as having the 

V is undertaking projects deemed 

White 

in his view the U.S. 


Muslim and Christian leaders from the 


he maintains contacts with Washington-based 
particularly State 
United States Institute of Peace (USIP) 


to explore the 


including 
noting that State 


he noted is taken 
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he said is critical in providing on-going 
and on occasion 
to sustain the hope of winning religious 


000 grant 


UK -- using funds R allocated to the Embassy 


the Mosaica Center for Inter-religious 
was a key implementing partner in that 


documenting the religious 
and calling upon 


European and other 


White\'s team has 


Christian and Muslim religious 
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the Russian 


ICTY President 


Column 4 


including all Tribunal personnel 


all doctors who 


including a judge and 


he said that Russia is especially 


two had died in 
Rogachev asked 


Pocar said that 


he had 


he 
and although they welcome the Dutch investigation 


France 
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legal 


was Milosevic not given adequate 


UK 
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gang members targeted 


he hestitated to intervene 


HTI gave MINUSTAH 

the type and 

current security issues within the 

and opportunities for collaboration They used 
but continued to focus on providing a security 


but 


Brazilian MINUSTAH 


create sidewalks 


Column 5 
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and repair canals 
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structural improvements became 
and a security presence became strong. According to 
\"People were working MINUSTAH was patrolling 


more communities in Bel Air requested HTI funded 


a Bel Air community 
asked Fort National residents how 


HTI declared its Bel Air program a 


were accessible. In response to the 
community leaders from a Bel Air 


\" they told HTI \"we already 


\"The Brazilians in Bel Air have been wonderful 


HTI and the 


which is also the line 


Column 4 


that bring jobs and structural 
and security 
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hospitality and tranquility. Few 
though 


but both are gone. Kaolack was 
a depot for 
Mali and as far away as Burkina Faso. 


the \"river\" is silted up; the trains no 


the 


Senegal\'s only female Regional Council 
is a gruff 
apparently 


her party leader in the 


Column 5 


which reassures 
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can overlook the noise 


earthy woman with no intellectual 
a keen political talent. 


Column 4 


she says 
if she wished 


she says Wade told Macky Sall 
I\'ll select people with financial means 


Mata Sy says 

the 

the ex- 

the 

and others with the 

she noted 

but Wade\'s Kaolack strategy 


sitting in the dark in his paint-peeled 
claimed there are \"nine 


\"just 


Democratic 


PDS youth trapped a government coalition leader 


\"trussed him like a goat 
Wade supposedly turned to 
\"you have a Socialist tied up in 


that the LD with sevral 


Column 5 


Wade came back with a counter-offer in 
an 


\"if Mata Sy 


Wade\'s effort to hold 


party- 


\" and threw him 
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versus 


but he nonetheless has the name and benefits 


Wade intends to rebuild the Kaolack 


\" which Deputy Mayor 
Regional Council President Mata Sy told us is 
at least not with her 


and few are really sure 


reports (a tad gleefully?) that 
and predicts 


she adds there 
since the site 


both Socialist Party big-wigs and PDS 

its adjunct 

debate is much simpler. In local terms 

with government support while 


in turn maize manioc 
or now grapes. 


Mamadou Diallo strikes us 

in that he seems to be often in his 

in fact that \"if you 
they\'ll say Vwho?WW He said 
once the basic crop of all central Senegal can 


and growers survive only by 
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at least to millet and to use water 

though the oil is 

and that since it is built in a depression 
after Dakar Touba and Thies. With its PDS 


its vote appears up for grabs 


at least until recently with 

though since construction was 
\" or \"bassins electoraux \" the cities and 
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Econoff followed up with 
Senior Vice President and Senior Legal 


according to which BNS had sent a letter 


Column 4 


Noel explained 
as the compliance officer 
to inform Ambassador Garcia that the bank would no 


he explained 
which led to a misplaced emphasis on the PATRIOT 
s regulator ) 


and that in the 


as it is less compelling than 


\" he continued. 


from a political perspective 


\" he said. 


Noel said that he was 


s public response 
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the MFA told us there was 
with 


Column 5 


it was not only the PATRIOT 


was not fully aware of the laws in 


he was not 


and will report as appropriate. 
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Fradkov reiterated 


the Russians maintained their position that flag 


PM Stoltenberg 


\" but neither side offered any real 


good 
but the most 


Y which focused on a Memorandum 


but there was virtually no 


PM 


specifically the 


and instead asserted that it 


or within Russia Havnen timidly said no. 


PRIVATELY LESS SO 


there is evidence that Norway\'s 
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Russian students are 
and at least 


there are clear difficulties with the 


his comments suggest Moscow has not moved off 
MFA officials have told us 


which has now dragged on 

Norwegian firms are scrambling to find substitute 

like frozen fish to maintain their 
as the Elektron fishing trawler incident and 


the Russians have not budged in opposing 


like the maritime 

like the fresh seafood ban when it suits their 
but the 

e.g. fully developing High North 


maintaining seafood exports protecting the Arctic 
while Moscow appears to view these issues as 


noting the 
indeed 


but the government eventually 
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Aftenposten has already called into question what 
suggesting 


engaging when it suits 
where they have a genuine 
and 


every aspect of 
economic development the environment 


it must maintain 

Russia is a necessary partner 

for Norway in the High North. This 
as we can supply the only 


not 
is that Norwegian officialdom is quite 


Norwegians remain unsettled by what could 


those within 
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he anticipated that most Baloch would 


Central Information Secretary of the 


Column 4 Column 5 
it remained skeptical. Musharraf had visited 


but so far nothing 


\" he added \"just give us what the constitution 


000 people employed in Wah Cantonment 

the only lasting solution 

y 

Sardar Wazir 

offered the same assessment. Three years ago 
but 


an Islamabad-based relation of 

also doubted that 

the Baloch 

little of the promised money would 

ongoing military operations had 

with up to 200 000 thousand people displaced. 
ordinary 

manned by the Frontier Corps or 

going from Karachi to 


you are taken off the bus several times and harassed 
\" he explained. 


citing by name NSA Tariq Aziz and Muslim League 


and had seen Aziz the previous day (March 30). 


they also considered them 


that the whole of Balochistan was 


Column 4 


where Baloch told 


a number of 


Editor 


Y but nonetheless he had heard the 


\" he 


Shazada Zulfigar 


a Baloch 
believed the senior visits and 


but he was hopeful that 


but from his 


most Balochis were probably skeptical 
but the government had an opportunity to prove them 


Column 5 


reports that 


he 


Column 4 


but the missteps 


it will be many 


laying the 
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s killing and calling for 


Attorney General\'s 
NSF and the Civil Police to investigate the 


which destroyed IDF tanks. 
al-Quqa broke with Fatah and 


Column 5 
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household confidence remained at fairly high levels 


but the Unemployment Rate 


000 in February but that was 
which remained 


although in part it 


500) than in January (30 000). Job creation 


2005. On 8 year-over-year basis employment excluding 


overall 2005 GDP growth 

below the government\'s 1.5-2.0% 
in his March 31 

Finance Minister Thierry Breton 
which 


000 jobs to 


INSEE 


bringing the deficit back below the EU limit of 3% of 


Column 4 


Breton said that public debt 
would 


Amelia Torres indicated 


since the public debt was worrying. 


4/3/2006 14:46 

near 

as well as 

not two separate outposts 


so it is unclear whether the GOI would 


Israel 
according to the article. 


but Emily 
spokeswoman for the YESHA Council 


Ministry of 
told Economic Counselor on March 23 


Column 5 


which had 
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according to 


denied the 


Column 4 
who works for Spiegel 


that his office has orders to plan 
and that the IDF will 


Post believes that this announcement may be a trial 
which the USG should seek to deflate. The outpost 
near Qarney Shomrom settlement 

and on land Israel might well seek to 

but chances for its 


despite their 
because they have been included in 


rumored as a possible 
said that the GOI 

Ariel 

and Hebron-Qiryat Arba. 


with Hamas now in charge of 

Kadima seriously doubts it will ever be able to. 
it hopes to gain international supporters 

for a unilateral approach recognizing \"facts 


Column 5 


said that the GOI recognizes 


Gush Etzion 


starting 
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Israel and the United States have an 
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there have been a 


lam 


as well as in letters to your Excellency\'s 


however not 


at par. 
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\"whether with the acquiescence of the Government 


communication No.52/1979 CCPR/C/OP/1 at 88 
paras. 12.1-12.3.) 


| wish to remind you that UN GA Resolution 59/191 
in its paragraph 1 stresses that \"States 


in particular 
refugee and humanitarian law\". 


| would be grateful for a reply to the 


rather than 
members of Mr. Faiz Harrat Al-Majma\'ee\'s family. 


please clarify which treaty 


if any were employed to 


to seek to 


Excellency the assurances of our highest 


Column 4 
summary or arbitrary 


Column 5 
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but Algeria was committed to 
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Political Counselor 


(d). 


300 at present locally 


the intra-ISF tension has lessened 


Sheikh Dhari Abdel Hady Al- 
also expressed frustration with U.S. \"mixed 


and have expressed mounting 


FOR NOW 


Column 4 Column 5 
who number 1 300 at 
have 

IP complained that 


a man related to an IP 


but did not want to file a 
ΙΑ reportedly surrounded a city school because 


exchanged words with the lA unit but 


the Marine regiment 


IP and city leaders on March 20. 


IA commanders and the city police chief 


whereas the 


\"there are so 
in 


and having Nazis come 


Column 4 Column 5 


as Secretary Rumsfeld 


and added that Iraq\'s 
not Iranians -- or 


and asked PolOff 
if any. (Details of 


particularly in Baghdad. The IA 


Column 4 
citing comments by POB members that it was 
Sunni boys.\" Active Marine oversight should 


the IA-IP relationship remains a potential 
by 
the number of police assigned to Fallujah and 


provided the plan is matched with 
or possibly 


verging on fixation 


the Badr Corp and Pesh Merga 
the Sumnis only had the resistance. 
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and Palestinian 


and distrusts it for its perceived bias in favor 
Hizballah officials are eager to engage 


but claimed that Hizballah enjoyed considerable 


econoff and FSN political specialist 
a former MP in Hizballah\'s 

a Maronite 

is not amember of Hizballah 
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in Anbar of 
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but 
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and 
on 
only had a limited constituency according to 


claiming to keep in touch with Hizballah 


professional and modest. \"You would 
\" said Najm drawing a 


he would be 
telling 


free Lebanese prisoners in Israeli jails 


according to Najm Hizballah 


but 
of Mount Hermon (Jabal al-Sheikh). Najm was 


saying that they settled 
econoff 
as Najm asserted 


why was 


BUT 
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Najm emphatically 


Najm continued but not at the level 


he clarified. Najm suggested that Hizballah sees 


he said Hizballah officials reacted to the recent 


according to Najm 
just 


according to Najm. 


Hizballah officials 


though not member of Hizballah) would 


if 
\" said Najm with a smile (reftel). Najm 


if the USG were so inclined. Econoff replied that 


Column 4 Column 5 


the meeting was cordial. Najm appeared 
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the national dialogue members had authorized Siniora to 
led by Lahoud not confront it 


Bassil contended that everyone in the dialogue 


was dismayed by an argument 
in his view was already accepted as 


the verbal attacks by Berri and 


but he accused Siniora of 


who has long criticized the 
insisted 
with 


\"We don\'t have 


Column 4 


the 


especially since it now 


he concluded 


each losing 


while the Aounists stand 


Michel Aoun has coveted the presidency 


may have whetted their 
specifically a destruction 


4/3/2006 15:41 
the laws and regulations in force 
good moral standards 


and any modification of a 


religious worship may only 


Column 5 


Michel Aoun will remain neutral 


but a 
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the public 
and the fundamental rights and 


Column 4 


000 Algerian Dinars (DA) (approximately $6 
000 


000 DA fine for anyone who \"incites 


education 


stores or 
audiovisual materials or the 


however 


the Ministry of 
in concert with this law 


these 
which automatically results in a 


and there 


the last 


Column 5 


900) 
000 DA ($13 


constrains 


health 


after completion 


notified all 


Column 4 


Column 5 
it only 
and reaction to the new law were mixed. One MP 
however said 
4/3/2006 15:41 O6BANJUL203 
\" Pap Saine attributed the 
the Interior Minister and 


expressing concern over authorities\' March 28 
\"The Independent \" and the 


Column 4 


iu 


though 


the Editor-in-Chief of another privately owned 
\"The Point 


in the aftermath of the failed 
Jammeh was in no mood to tolerate such 


who accused \"The 
stated 


Saine gave a gloomy 
Y saying its 


Saine stated that they remained 


Saine is no supporter 
but his paper 


\"The Point" has made 
unlike \"The Independent 


\"The 
\" in its commentaries 


Column 5 


that it was 


V said he was certain that the GOTGVs 


\"The Point 


\" from taking a swipe at 


has appealed to the GOTG for the 


Column 4 


Column 5 
as was 
she likely knows more than she indicated. In any 
Ambassador plans to stress our concern in meetings he 
Interior Minister and other 
4/3/2006 15:42 O6MADRID801 
1962 in Caceres 
1953 in 
Germany. 
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Courroye said the article 
4/3/2006 16:01 O6MANAGUA733 
when he was queried about his views on AlemanQ 8 
he quipped \"What corruption?\" AlemanQ 
no matter 
and to try to delay or block 
Jerez 


or pin exclusive responsibility on the 


Column 4 


Column 5 

even the 

as 
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relatively young different\". Hummes lamented 

with high rates of 

interest and unemployment - he feels Brazil\'s econ 
and lacks boldness. By contrast China and 


but Brazil has not. The 


and strengthening of regional trade groups and 


which still suffers from 


weak democracy and crippling poverty. 


and Hummes 


and a hope 
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Column 4 


Column 5 
relatively young different". Hummes lamented 
with high rates of 
interest and unemployment - he feels Brazil\'s econ 
and lacks boldness. By contrast China and 


but Brazil has not. The 


and strengthening of regional trade groups and 


which still suffers from 


weak democracy and crippling poverty. 


and Hummes 


and ahope 
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O6KIEV1313 
and eight unmarked 


unaccounted for 


the home director 


who was 
was present during voting 


and Regions the east and south. On election 


Column 4 Column 5 


though BYuT met with success in the west 
Volyn Khmelnytsky 
and Ternopil oblasts in addition to taking 


while Regions won in 10 


34.48% to 34.15%). Third place went to the 


they will not be represented in the national 
followed by the Socialists (3.64%) Pora-PRP (3.09%) 
only two 


with OU winning a commanding 69.01% in Ternopil to 


delivering 96% to Yushchenko during 


000 people the capitol of Ternopil Oblast 


we observed the 
two Territorial Election 


and eight Polling Station Commissions (PSCs). 


some irregularities appeared to occur at PSC 44 
where we recorded the vote count results from the 


with 100 less votes for BYuT and 10 more votes for 

he left the room then told 
and no decision 

the PSC chair decided on her own to go 


the 


as opposed to the incorrect 


raising the question of how 


Column 4 


observers 


the partisan observers said they would appeal in court 


constituting grounds under 


but as of March 30 the results for 


but the unused ballots had already been 


for instance -- separate 


a candidate for the municipal council 
participated in the vote count under the pretext 
\" in violation of regulations. Similarly 

until it 


located at a senior citizens home 

who was running as a candidate for the 

was present during the vote. We overheard a 
\"Do 


people appeared willing to wait. PSCs complained 


pens and paper; in 


Column 5 


present as 


at 


Column 4 Column 5 
we observed a fight over the sturdy brown paper 


about $25) for working on a PSC was not 
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and stressed that it 


POLCOUNS observed that Rob de 


he added. Horbach agreed that 
and promised to 


he 
would be made only after extensive internal GONL 
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who briefly addressed the 


and 

among other 

at the ceremony. In a pointed rebuke to outgoing 
who had repeatedly criticized her during the 
Simpson 

to knowing applause: \"Learning should not make 
nor should class 

or gender.\" 


Prime Minister Simpson Miller 


Transport and Works; Omar Davies Finance and 
National Security and Leader of 


Column 4 


Education and Youth; Roger Clark 
Attorney General 

Local 

Industry 

Foreign 

Tourism 

Health; Derrick 

Collin Campbell 

who are 

were appointed senators in order 
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ranging from the 


itwas a net plus. First 
and second 


the pace 
and the scope 


including the failure to motivate the Chavista 
and by the weakness of the Chavez record over the last 


Chavez might resort to fraud and 


Column 5 


Agriculture 
Justice and Leader 
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it did do something 
the fact that it even mildly 


Column 4 Column 5 
not to win the 


better yet could 


undoubtedly strongly pro-Chavez that 


it is inevitable an EOM will be 
laden by the government with 


since Chavez appears to be on a 

it is almost certain the EOM will merely 
Chavez 

we will have six years to be reminded that his 


we assume that Chavez learned from his mistakes in 
and will not repeat 


we suggest that it: 

sooner the better. Electoral norms are 
which 

is in 

no electoral tourism. 


and by the time 
the election was upon them. As 
so too 


Column 4 


and the Bolivarians know it. They\'re already 


orthe EU 
the EU got a taste (somewhat bitter) of 


which has more experience here. 


who is willing to 


based on our experience here. Perina is a swell 
but he was brutalized by the Bolivarians 


and the general pugnacity and lack 
our view is that the 


and Flores (ES) have all had their public and private 
have real status 


as could Cardoso of Brazil and Tuto Quiroga of 
Zedillo would have the stature and 

but is otherwise occupied. A dream team of 
with two 


but we should decide it now. 


4/3/2006 16:51 
| commit myself to 
without resigning the 


Serra could not 


Column 5 


or both. 


and the 


and could be counted 
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Column 4 


except Serra\'s broken promise]. They do not 


really there won\'t be anything else for 


the most difficult of my life. But it 
which 


Governor Geraldo Alckmin sent a 

effective March 31 

2006.\" Under Article 14 of the 1988 

holders of Executive Branch offices - Governors 


Ministers 


Governors and 
President Lula does not 


Serra 
was long considered the front-runner for the 
but was defeated by a 


a consensus that was denied him by Alckmin and his 


it seemed 
barred by term limits from seeking re-election 


Column 5 


though risky 


\"in light of 


State and Municipal Secretaries - must resi 


who as the PSDB presidential candidate 


would offer him a graceful way out of his pl 
was not so 


Column 4 Column 5 
an annual budget of about USD 40 billion and a 2004 GDP of 


whose two candidates 
are to face offina 


the nearest 
former Governor Orestes Quercia of the Brazilian 
would get at most 15 percent 


a Serra candidacy became all but inevitable. Several 


PROMISES CONTINUITY 


who will serve the remaining two 
Serra\'s Secretary of 


Aloisio Nunes Ferreira will remain in 


who will become Secretary in 


replacing Walter Feldman who resigned to run 
a Serra loyalist former Minister and 
and long-time Consulate 

had expected to play a key role in Serra\'s presidential 


which in addition to the Mayorship 


Column 4 Column 5 
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thereby making easier to arrest and deport 


reducing their salaries increasing 
not 

who 

introduced an alternative immigration bill that 


but avoids the worse excesses of the other 

who see legalization as amnesty. President George W. 

who supports a more generous legislation is facing a dilemma. 
he will be contradicting his own 

more 


he will oppose the most radical 
a group to which he owns his reelection.\" 
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there have been calls by some for a recount of the 

even 

Our Ukraine 

perhaps as a means to delay or prevent the return of 


one calling for partial vote counts 
and a second 


Column 4 Column 5 
will be considered by the 


at long 


at 


and the clock 


President 


said Yushchenko would be to 
and 


\" in which the sides would 


(C) Note: The Maidan parties that made it past the 
Our 

and the Socialist Party (SPU). The three are 

81 

respectively). Tymoshenko\'s desire to return as PM 


however have been 


when the old Rada convenes one last time with 


Column 4 


proposed by Regions MP Komar 


proposed by two MPs from Rada Speaker Lytvyn\'s 


which failed to make it into tne Rada 
who ran his own splinter bloc (and 


would require a nationwide vote count and prohibit the 


finally giving the Court a quorum again. The 


particularly for races at the 
have been led by a handful of the 40 parties 


Speaker Lytvyn\'s bloc (2.43%) 
Viche (1.71%) 
NeTak (1.01%) 


the minor parties have jointly called for a 


and in the March 
\" a popular TV 
Regions 


BYuT opposed the 

contending that the Verkhovna Rada vote was 
with falsifications significantly 

and that any action should be 


did not amount to documented proof of 
and should not invalidate the 


Column 5 


would authorize 


plus Our 


Pora-Reforms 
and the National 


the Socialists 


Column 4 
and predicted the ΟΕΟ would ignore any 


in supporting a recount 


he admitted as 
according to UK 


he said that while the March 26 
at times local 


Rada convening... 


000 PSCs by March 30 


what CEC Chair 


the last of which arrived at the CEC 


a 
BYuT 
which will be opened by the eldest MP regardless of 


as long as there is a quorum of 300 MPs. (Note: We 
with its 186 MPs 


Column 5 


Our Ukraine 


Column 4 


and thus potentially bringing about new 


along with 


it took two months for Lytvyn to be elected 


or else risk presidential 


however 


a 
particularly for mayor 


followed 


which could delay final 


including Kiev (ref B). Because of the \"first past 
many dark horse third candidates won after 
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to pursuing bilateral negotiations 


Column 5 


Popov predicted 


are likely to be 


06BRIDGETOWN571 
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and 


Column 4 Column 5 


ministers from the two countries have met on 


under OAS auspices to work out the 
Guatemala 
insular and 


with the provision that no agreements 
2006 meeting at 


the Secretary General recommended the parties begin 
on which it appeared 


each 


which he described as \"rigid.\" 
who joined poloff\'s meeting 
added that the Belizean negotiators required 


for example that Belize again 


without some prior concessions from Belize 


for legal reasons be 
the Guatemalan position is much 


Column 4 Column 5 


an 


two Guatemalans were detained by 


those meetings are unlikely to 


and Belize holds fast to its 


the two countries have made a conscious decision 


Column 4 Column 5 
4/3/2006 18:00 O6REYKJAVIK119 


engineer 
to evaluate the sales offers that have been 


such as the call center 
Eiriksson observed. The contractors seem 


ICG officials are frequently heard in 


indeed the ICG found itself in 


in the job since January 2005 following a 


as someone who understood 21st-century 


for example Larusson 


Eiriksson declared. 


the accuracy of what he said 


Commander Asgrimur Asgrimsson 


Larusson seemed unusually 


Column 4 


resulting in lowered morale at 
potential U.S. 


whose political star seems to be 


4/3/2006 18:03 
faulty batches 


the public sector Memorandum of 
without reaching 


calling the 
the public sector 


ideally before the budget is 


which 


has revised its '05/ 06 raw sugar production 


000 metric tons (MT) to 115 


000 MT in the 


and actual SCJ output to be in the 
000 MT. The ailing industry is heading 


000 MT 

000 MT and US 19 
as in 

Livingstone Morrison 


Column 5 


O6KINGSTON647 
a claim that the company 


target 
000 MT. Industry 


15 
000 MT). 


attributed 


Column 4 Column 5 
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Canada and EU chiefs of missionto 


fail to make any of the decisions needed to break 


JITAs and some commissioners 
move the proposed 
but no formal decision is taken. 


the Guyanese electorate - who should be the 


but he is extremely 


Column 4 


Column 5 
out of both a desire for consensus 


led by Chief Elections Officer 


is extremely frustrated by the commissionersV 
thus preventing the 


an exasperated Boodhoo spelled out 


the 


while their political masters bicker rather 


Jagdeo 


Column 4 


he told 


as that is the easiest way for them to 


which would 


000 Guyanese have emigrated since 2001. 


but Guyanese emigrants maintain 


no 


the PNC/R leaders said that 


a not so 


Column 5 


Column 4 Column 5 


UK Canada 


the signatories 


and they 


OAS A/SYG 


000; Canada 
000; and Brazil US$5 


000.) The funding gap is over 
000. 


committing the political parties to implement 


but will require a 
multilateral initiative to broker a deal. 


the JITAs believe that GECOM \"could 


Column 4 Column 5 


the fundamental impasse remains the 
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06NDJAMENA492 
and \"at least 1001" were wounded. 


some 30 


particularly 


as Chad wanted to ensure the 


prompting the armed forces to move 


on March 28 he dismissed 


on March 27 ICRC 


400 


Column 4 

050 

in mid-March 

000). ICRC director Thomas Merkelbach explained 
near 

where there had been an attack during the past two 
000 IDPs were now to be found in that area 


west of Daguessa) 
the change was 


but the rate of IDPs moving from Koloy to Goz 


they could 


if armed bands moved back and forth 
if the Chadian forces or RDL or 


both IDPs and villagers that had not previously 


in 
for secrecy surrounding and enthusiasm for recruitment 


and such appeared to be the case among the 


and refugees in the camp had spilled the 


Column 5 
with ICRC tending toward the lower figure. 
had provided a significantly lower 


many of whom had come 


Column 4 Column 5 


who rounded up 400-500 men a few 
and transported them to a \"training base\" 


as did the gendarmes at the camps. 


who should have known what was going on had at 
multiple refugee 
probably the SLM or 


that a decision had been made 


to wink at 
she speculated that 


letting him knowthat UNHCR would being going public. She said that the UN 


the 
but 


he claimed he was not familiar with the 
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V the 

\"is for [the Americans] to continue 
and then present them 

and added that Iceland hopes the 


such as the IADS radar stations. 


Column 4 Column 5 


Haarde 


| could say | am as far as it goes. | think 
compared to what 


and that whatever replaces the fighters 
or plans for 
which would ensure that no one would ever 


in about one month if Iceland 
then it would consult 


000) said 


the focus is clearer.\" Morgunbladid the 
000) that is close to Haarde\'s 
said in its editorial: V'Even though we 


there is 
in 
is ongoing cooperation with 


after the first 
there is cause to pin some hopes on 


reporters and leader 


Column 4 Column 5 


Haarde\'s 
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there will only be enough gas to 


pressure in the wells could drop quickly. The 


it is necessary 


Column 4 Column 5 


the 


Shell Venezuela 
succinctly 


Shell decided to pause for six 


it is not 


Column 4 Column 5 


two to six PDVSA personnel make 


no cost 


pound foolish\" attitude. 


the four Chinese rigs operating in 


although PDVSA appears to be more open to 
the PDVSA and 


service and put 


Column 4 Column 5 


PDVSA 


800 to 3 000 


they were indifferent. Pride will 


which is carrying 
stated his 


Chevron was quoted by Dow Jones as 


the Hanover executive 


Hanover has to contact Cadivi days in advance in 


PDVSA 
the Democratization of 
on July 1 that has created tremendous 


Column 4 Column 5 


it must start the process 
it 


SISDEM has also played a role in increasing 


labor unions played an active role in assigning 


SISDEM in conjunction with recent PDVSA moves 


companies in the 


Column 4 Column 5 
the 


the coming elections in December could 


production in 


we would expect to see a decline in production 


we do not 
poor administration and lack of maintenance 
via 


is taking some of the most efficient 


the 


this view assumes that 


Column 4 


SISDEM 
all bets are off regarding 
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whereas the 


trade negotiation needs to be 
and the 


the U.S would never lower 

it\'s 

Governor Jeb Bush 

spoke to us and said 

orange juice producers in Florida 


USTR Portman at the last Davos 


\"If we 

will you reduce tariffs on orange juice 

and sugar?" USTR Portman\'s answer: \"No 
for Brazil there\'s too much cost 

| must 

an equal give and take. There is no room for a 


CAFTA - they\'re 


but not for Brazil. Why? Because the benefits are 


Column 5 


and the role of 


06SAOPAULO357 


\"The U.S. will never 


we can\'t do that 
and too little 


Column 4 Column 5 
a NAFTA-style FTA would require changes in Brazilian 


just to comply with the FTAA. ΙΝ! give you two examples: 


if acompany wants 

it needs to be 

the U.S. and the 
asked for access to Brazilian telecom 

without having a U.S. company installed here. They want 

technology or 


regulated operation 


and can\'t get a 
let's say an environmental permit then under 


but a company can\'t sue a 

but it would open 

where 

for what benefit? So from Brazil\'s view 
agriculture - 


having 


the Buy American Act. 


then again neither does the U.S. Go to M street 
DC and you can buy a fake Gucci purse. Or go to 


because we can\'t enforce 100 percent the 


Column 4 Column 5 
000 patents have 
our 


but through technical 


not a lack 


our own 


for example like the U.S. agreement with Chile 


through Mercosul has been trying to negotiate bilateral 


but we\'re not going to wait for it. In 
we\'ll go ahead with bilateral agreements. Brazil 
and we are still waiting for a 


Brazil sent a letter to USTR to see if we 


weVd like to negotiate investment 


Column 4 Column 5 
and IPR although not IPR enforcement. Brazil and 


long before any Mercosul discussions with Venezuela began. 


they agreed to join the EU and 


the U.S. wouldn\'t buy so 


there is full understanding among the 
we all 
commercially we\'re very 


although not good for Mercosul is the best of the evils 
Argentina would just start acting 


it will eventually result in several steps 


probably longer. The press tends to 


Column 4 Column 5 


while reaching out to China 


and Bolivia is turning its back on the U.S. Itamaraty 
we are anti-NAFTA or rather against 

Chile and Central America 

however feel 


President Bush would have 


we believe that Chavez wants to join Mercosul as a way to 


Ambassador Jos Eduardo 
who is also Brazil\'s Co-Chair for the Free Trade Area of 


including the EU India 
and Israel in addition to it leadership role in the 
Arslanian 


he served as DCM in Brazil's Embassy in Washington 


Arslanian served as Chief of the Commercial Policy Division 
from 1987 to 1990 and from 1994 to 1997 participating in 


Canada and the European Union. Arslanian 


Cartagena (1996) and Belo Horizonte (1997). End 


Column 4 Column 5 
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the GOA issued a resolution 


only beef exports to the 


the Chamber of Deputies approved the 


Deputies postponed until next week 


Column 4 Column 5 


the Minister of Economy Felisa Micela 


in order to fulfill 


the credit rating agency Standard 


reflecting 


below the ΒΟΗΑ consensus forecast of USD 804 


with increases in both 


agro-industrial products (+24 
industrial goods (+8 percent γ-ο-γ) 


showing 
with increases in both 


Column 4 
vehicles for passengers 


consumer goods (+36 percent) 
fuel and oil (+16 percent) and 


Column 5 


capital 


the trade surplus is expected 


less than the ARP 1.3 billion 
the 


the BCRA was able 


while the 


the GOA announced its balance of 


bringing total 


Column 4 Column 5 


bringing total net capital inflows to USD 2.7 


which 


the increasing demand for 


and the strong economic growth that boosted 


bringing BCRA reserves 


407 3 278 2 
714 19 239 -525 
666 -1 666 0 
312 -8 922 2 
764 1 782 982 
674 1 739 935 
857 -5 319 -3 


and is 11 points 


Column 4 Column 5 


efficiency of 
honesty of GOA officials and the 


the 


due to 


and only purchased EUR 4 million in the last two 


compared to 


President of the CEFID-AR think 
published in response to the article by Abel 


their deepest 


Column 4 
and 


and they express reservations 


an economist with FIEL 


but then disputes 


he runs the methodological risk 
three-year series 


making abstract very important 


the greater or lesser quality of the 
the 


the financial conditions for growth 


in 


and with the one of Yrigoyen (which 


as shown in the title of 
was that the present growth is good 


Column 5 


published 


and 


as well 


but 
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he concludes that 


and actually 


the liquidation of the public equity 


in spite of 

the unemployment rate 

and reached 9.9 percent in 1993. 
an 

and an economy without a state 


however is taking place in 
with 

sound public finances a 

now tries to 


the FIEL economist cannot stop 


even though growth rates in 


Column 4 Column 5 


those are analyzing 
about how to define and 
ofthe 


thinking and discussing 


and of the redistribution 


not of 
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one on the outcome of 
the other on global environmental 


although she insisted on defending the USG 


where she was the target of 
the USG official 


and 


Column 4 


Rice sustained that the removal of 


V because Vit would have been 


international analyst of leading 

V comments (04/01) 1"... Republican legislator 
who presides over the US House Committee 
said VBecoming indifferent 

we run the risk of 


which should lead us to re-assessing our 


most experts agree that Iran does not 
nor is it on the verge of having 

in any event 

it would 


as 
the diplomatic scene (UN 


a challenge for Bush V" 


Washington-based correspondent for 


Column 5 


there are those who believe that 


Column 4 Column 5 
\" comments (04/02) 

and 

to making an effort not to call attention 

illegal immigrants have broken their 


Denver Chicago 


they wanted to be heard. 


the fight 


52% of Americans 


and elections getting 
the road to be taken by legislators could well 
on the contrary he 


with the possibility of 
after that 
although without priority over legal 


contributor for liberal English-language 
V writes (04/03) \"\ You are 


V Zacarias Moussaoui told the 
trying to explain why 


so focused was it on 


Column 4 Column 5 
itreminds us of what sad sacks the 


however much 


the \'war on terror\' has served as a cover for 


2001. It has been 


head of the Financial 


Jorge Arguello said that 


the Argentine Lower 


stock exchange and professional secrecy. 
legislators acknowledged that financial 


on special assignment in Belo 
\" writes 


Column 4 


but something should be done - 


contributor for liberal 
\" writes (04/01) \"Since taking 
Bolivia\'s president Evo Morales has 


he has spent more time bolstering alliances 
cocaine 


than he has addressing the growing 


however 
as did the presidents preceding him 


Washington-based correspondent for 
\" comments (04/01) Members 


inflation 


and 
who agree with the remarks 


Under Secretary for International 


Column 5 


English-language 


he may 


Column 4 


Column 5 
focused on 


and she placed the country among those facing 


Bolivia and Ecuador.\" 


the US State Department does not like the 


Washington-based correspondent for 
\" writes (04/01) \"The US 


and it assessed 


columnist of leading \"Clarin 
one of the 


came to Latin America 


\" writes 


came to 


but Vit is the 


they talk 
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among them a 


which has not renounced violence or war.\" 


as per 
a group 


it could bring 


like that of Tuvalu would have to be 


the attitude of some of 


visit our 
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and that they have their WHO yellow cards 


not a booster it should be given at 


Quadra 801 Lote 3 
fax number (from U.S.) 011+[55] (61) 


telephone number (from 
fax number (from U.S.) 011+[55](21) 


381 - Chacara Santo Antonio telephone number (from U.S.) 
fax number (from U.S.) 011+[55](11) 


Bairro Boa Vista telephone number (from U.S.) 
fax number (from U.S.) 011 + 


Column 4 Column 5 
the Government of Brazil started fingerprinting 


however that official 
regardless of length of stay must bring/forward 
but are 

cashier accommodation exchange control room staffing 


there is a charge for 


based on a 
prorated for the length of stay. For example a 


please be prepared to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 


Column 4 Column 5 


500 for the fiscal year. 
the TDYers should bring this documentation 


Rio de Janeiro Sao Paulo and 


especially at night. Embassy visitors have 


individuals and organizations with ties to extremist 
Paraguay and 


as well as Embassy Asuncion and/or Embassy Buenos Aires if 


just as they would in any large city in the world. Some 


bank or simply cross the street. 


statistics show that resistance leads to injury. 


or call the front 
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VZCZCXRO5166RR RUEHCNDE RUEHGZ #8841/01 0880535ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 290535Z MAR 06FM AMCON 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0001RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHGZ #8842/01 0880536ZNR UUUUU ZZH (CCY ADADCEDD MSI7033-€ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHAK #1656/01 0880537ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 290537Z MAR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5170RR RUEHATDE RUEHTC #0671/01 0880542ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 290542Z MAR 06FM AMEMB, 
VZCZCXRO5215RR RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHAK #1657/01 0880604ZNY € 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO519700 RUEHDBUDE RUEHBUL #1382/01 0880607ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 290607Z MAR 06FM AMEI 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0032PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHKO #1632 0880632ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 2906327 MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 
VZCZCXRO5223RR RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHAD #1222 0880637ZNY CCCCC ZZHF 


VZCZCXRO522000 RUEHHM RUEHLN RUEHPBDE RUEHJM #1271 0880637ZNR UUUUU ΖΖΗΟ 290637Z M/ 
VZCZCXRO1231RR RUEHCHI RUEHFK RUEHHM RUEHKSO RUEHPBDE RUEHKO #1634/01 0880645ZNY Ct 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5247RR RUEHDEDE RUEHAD #1223/01 0880649ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 290649Z MAR 06 ZDKFM AM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5235PP RUEHDEDE RUEHJI #0244/01 0880657ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 2906577 MAR 06FM AMCONSI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5400PP RUEHLN RUEHVK RUEHYGDE RUEHDBU #0566/01 0880711ZNR UUUUU ZZHP R 29071 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5268PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHAK #1659/01 0880717ZNY C 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHJI #0245 0880727ZNY CCCCC ZZH (CCY TAGS ADDED ADAESFF2 M 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO650200 RUEHCIDE RUEHIL #5234/01 0880741ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 290741Z MAR 06 ZFR CTG RL 
VZCZCXRO650400 RUEHCIDE RUEHIL {5285/01 0880741ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 290741Z MAR 06 ZFR ZDK CT 
VZCZCXRO5271PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHTL #0294/01 0880748ZNY C 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0004RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHKT #0835/01 0880802ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 290802Z MAR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO539300 RUEHCHI RUEHNH RUEHPBDE RUEHDT #0144/01 0880805ZNR UUUUU ZZHO P 29080 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO529300 RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHDM #1393 0880813ZNY CCCCC ZZH( 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5295PP RUEHFK RUEHKSO RUEHNAG RUEHNHDE RUEHKO #1653/01 0880821ZNR UUUUU ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000700 RUEHWEBDE RUEHUL #1031/01 0880822ZNR UUUUU ZZH (CCY TEXT PARA 1 & 2 ADAI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5302PP RUEHPADE RUEHDK 40766 0880826ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 2908267 MAR 06FM AMEMBASS 
VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHUL #1033/01 0880839ZNY SSSSS ZZHP 290839Z MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHUL #1034/01 0880841ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 290841Z MAR 06FM AMEM 
VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHKT #0836 0880849ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 2908497 MAR 06FM AMEMBA 
VZCZCXRO5430RR RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHSRDE RUEHROV #0053 0880901ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 2 


VZCZCXRO5316RR RUEHROVDE RUEHUJA #0706 0880908ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 290908Z MAR 06 ZDKFM AM 
VZCZCXRO535200 RUEHFL RUEHLA RUEHMRE RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHKB #0478/01 0880936ZNR U 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
VZCZCXYZ000200 RUEHWEBDE RUEHKO {1654/01 0880939ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 290939Z MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO534200 RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHBK #1889/01 0880945ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 290945 


Column 9 
VZCZCXRO536800 RUEHNHDE RUEHKO #1655/01 0880951ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 290951Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5359PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHGB #1024/01 0881010ZNY € 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0017PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHLGB #0291/01 0881012ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 2910127 MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0034PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHDM 41398 0881022ZNR UUUUU ZZH (CCY PARA NUMBERS CORRE 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5456PP RUEHDEDE RUEHAD #1227 0881032ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 291032Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS*: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5440PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHGB #1025 0881035ZNY CCC 
VZCZCXRO545100 RUEHBIDE RUEHLM 0495/01 0881041ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 291041Z MAR 06FM AMEMB/ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5489PP RUEHBI RUEHCIDE RUEHNE #2131/01 0881103ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 291103Z MAR 06FM / 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5479PP RUEHMRDE RUEHMR #0158/01 0881106ZNY CCCCC ΖΖΗΡ R 291106Z MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000100 RUEHWEBDE RUEHRK #0107/01 0881116ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 2911167 ΜΑΗ 06FM AMEMI 
VZCZCXRO550500 RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHM RUEHNHDE RUEHPF #0598/01 0881121ZNR UUUUU ΖΖΗΙ 
VZCZCXYZ0024PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHYN #0884/01 0881121ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 291121Z MAR 06FM AMEME 
VZCZCXYZ0007PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHYN #0885/01 0881123ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 2911237 MAR 06FM AMEME 
VZCZCXYZ000100 RUEHWEBDE RUEHKT #0838/01 0881124ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 291124Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


NP 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ001000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHAM #2273/01 0881125ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 2911257 MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5551RR RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.291137Z Mar 0 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.291137Z Mar 0 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0002RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHPE #1220/01 0881152ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 291152Z MAR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5572RR RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHBW #0499/01 0881156ZNY CC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0001RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHIN #1071/01 0881206ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 291206Z MAR O6FM AIT TAI 
VZCZCXYZ0016RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHJL #0191/01 0881209ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 291209Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7993PP RUEHBI RUEHCIDE RUEHNE #2138 0881212ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 2912127 MAR 06 ZDSF? 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5593PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHNT 40611 0881226ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 2912267 MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO5597RR RUEHRGDE RUEHBU #0727/01 0881231 ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 291231Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5613RR RUEHAST RUEHDBUDE RUEHAST #0022/01 0881252ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 291252Z MAR 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO563000 RUEHCIDE RUEHIL #5307/01 0881252ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 291252Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA! 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHAK #1666 0881256ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 2912567 MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 


VZCZCXYZ0008RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHOT #0902/01 0881301 ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 291301Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.291313Z Mar ( 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5679PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHAH #0326 0881316ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 291316Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHAK #1668/01 0881330ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 291330Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO573800 RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHPS #0280/01 0881344ZNY CC 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5746PP RUEHDEDE RUEHKU #1095/01 0881357ZNY CCCCC ΖΖΗΡ 2913577 MAR 06FM AMEMB; 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5761PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHMO #3190/01 0881359ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 291359Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO579500 RUEHDADE RUEHAK #1676/01 0881403ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 2914037 MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0002RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHNJ #0462/01 0881407ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 2914077 MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0008RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHBR #0613 0881408ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 291408Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO577300 RUEHHM RUEHLN RUEHPBDE RUEHJM #1283 0881411ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 291411Z MA 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5889PP RUEHLMCDE RUEHLP #0868 0881414ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 291414Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 


VZCZCXYZ0029PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHLP #0869/01 0881421ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 2914217 MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO578200 RUEHDEDE RUEHMK #0530/01 0881422ZNY SSSSS ZZHO 291422Z MAR 06FM AMEMB. 
VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHLP #0870/01 0881423ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 291423Z MAR 06FM AMEM| 
VZCZCXRO579300 RUEHDU RUEHJO RUEHMRDE RUEHLG 40286 0881425ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 291425Z M, 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5814PP RUEHDEDE RUEHJI #0250/01 0881431ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 291431Z MAR 06FM AMCONSI 


Column 9 


P 291432Z MAR 06FM AMEMBASSY RIYADHTO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5620JOINT STAFF WASHDC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5823PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHMO #3202/01 0881433ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 291433Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5806RR RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHIK RUEHLZDE RUEHUP #0644/01 0881437ZNR UUUUU ZZHR £ 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
VZCZCXYZ0016PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHMU #0710/01 0881442ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 2914427 ΜΑΗ 06FM AMEM 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHRB #0557/01 0881446ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 2914467 MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHBS #1083 0881448ZNY SSSSS ZZHO 291448Z MAR 06FM ΑΜΕΜΒΑ. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO585500 RUEHMR RUEHPA RUEHROVDE RUEHKH #0791/01 0881450ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 291450 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO586000 RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUI 
VZCZCXRO585100 RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHLB #0997/01 0881455ZNY CCCCC ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO650900 RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHMRE RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHSK #0358/01 0881 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHNJ #0463/01 0881456ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 291456Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO587200 RUEHDEDE RUEHNR #1393 0881459ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 2914597 MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXYZ000300 RUEHWEBDE RUEHRB #0558/01 0881506ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 2915067 MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000200 RUEHWEBDE RUEHJM #1286 0881509ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 291509Z MAR 06FM AMCONE 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.291522Z Mar ( 
VZCZCXRO5895RR RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5900PP RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHNC #0476/01 0881526ZNY CC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHJM #1287/01 0881530ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 291530Z MAR 06FM ΑΜΟΟΙ 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
VZCZCXYZ0005RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHBE #0289 0881547ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 291547Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6011PP RUEHBC RUEHDBU RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHLH RUEHMOS RUEHPWDE RUEHAS #05 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO594300 RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHRO #0956 0881605ZNY CCCC 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO5923RR RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHIK RUEHLZDE RUEHFR #2046/01 0881648ZNR UUUUU ZZHR ¿ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHCV #0854/01 0881652ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 291652Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0004RR RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0623 0881656ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 2916567 MAR 06FM USMISSI! 
VZCZCXYZ0001RR RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT 40624 0881656ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 2916567 MAR 06FM USMISSI! 
VZCZCXYZ0024PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHAS #0570/01 0881700ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 291700Z MAR 06FM AMEMI 
VZCZCXRO604300 RUEHPADE RUEHJL #0193 0881713ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 2917137 MAR 06FM AMEMBASS 
VZCZCXYZ0019RR RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0625/01 0881725ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 2917257 MAR 06FM USMIS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000400 RUEHWEBDE RUEHRB #0561/01 0881852ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 291852Z MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0016RR RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0627 0881857ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 291857Z MAR 06FM USMISSI! 
VZCZCXRO6151RR RUEHRGDE RUEHSO #0348/01 0881909ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 291909Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ ΑΜΟΟΝ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0019PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHPE #1229/01 0881941ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 291941Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.291947Z Mar ( 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6269RR RUEHKN RUEHPBDE RUEHSV #0123/01 0881959ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 291959Z MAR 06F^ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0015PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHSN #0849 0882035ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 2920357 MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHMN 40306 0882044ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 292044Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0002PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHPE #1233/01 0882047ZNY SSSSS ZZHP 292047Z MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0006RR RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0638 0882050ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 292050Z MAR 06FM USMISSI! 
VZCZCXYZ0008RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHSN #0850 0882104ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 292104Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 
VZCZCXYZ0045RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHSN #0851 0882104ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 292104Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 
VZCZCXRO6289RR RUEHCD RUEHGD RUEHHO RUEHMC RUEHNG RUEHNL RUEHRD RUEHRS RUEHTMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0013PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHSN #0853/01 0882202ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 292202Z MAR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0004RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHOT #0907 0882207ZNY 55555 ZZHR 292207Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEMBAS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6265PP RUEHVCDE RUEHUL #1035/01 0882258ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 292258Z MAR 06FM AMEMB/ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6392PP RUEHFK RUEHKSO RUEHNAG RUEHNHDE RUEHKO #1662/01 0890118ZNR UUUUU ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000400 RUEHWEBDE RUEHBK #1893 0890255ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 300255Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 
VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHBK #1894 0890255ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 3002557 MAR 06FM AMEMBA 
VZCZCXYZ000300 RUEHWEBDE RUEHBK #1895 0890256ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 300256Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 
VZCZCXYZ000200 RUEHWEBDE RUEHBK #1896 0890256ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 300256Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 
VZCZCXRO6471RR RUEHIKDE RUEHKB #0479/01 0890333ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3003337 MAR 06FM AMEMBA 


VZCZCXRO6448PP RUEHCHI RUEHNH RUEHPBDE RUEHDT #0147/01 0890337ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3003377 
VZCZCXRO6450PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHBUL #1428/01 0890337ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 3003377 MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO652000 RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHDT RUEHKUK RUEHLMC RUEHMOS RUEHMR RUEHPA RUEF 
VZCZCXYZ001600 RUEHWEBDE RUEHLB #1001/01 0890537ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3005377 MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6565PP RUEHFKDE RUEHKO #1679 0890612ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3006127 MAR 06FM AMEMBAS*: 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6557RR RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZ RUEHROVRI 


VZCZCXRO6576PP RUEHCHIDE RUEHVN #0298/01 0890653ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 3006537 MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO659100 RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHKO #1684/01 0890712ZNY í 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO659300 RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHKO #1685/01 0890712ZNY ! 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHSK #0359 0890726ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 3007267 MAR 06FM AMEMBA£ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6628PP RUEHFK RUEHKSO RUEHNAG RUEHNHDE RUEHKO #1689/01 0890747ZNR UUUUU ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0004RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHUL 41050 0890750ZNY CCCCC ZZH (CCY ADXAF9D12 WSE6995 - 6: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6643PP RUEHCNDE RUEHKO #1691/01 0890752ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 300752Z MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6667RR RUEHDBUDE RUEHKB #0480/01 0890753ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 3007537 MAR 06FM AMEM 
VZCZCXRO6651PP RUEHCNDE RUEHKO #1692/01 0890753ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3007537 MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0007RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHSQ #0289/01 0890757ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 300757Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO661500 RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHM RUEHNHDE RUEHPF #0600 0890801ZNR UUUUU ZZHO š 
VZCZCXRO662700 RUEHCHI RUEHFK RUEHHM RUEHKSO RUEHPBDE RUEHIN #1084 0890809ZNY SSSS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6677PP RUEHHM RUEHLN RUEHPBDE RUEHKO #1693/01 0890811 ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 30081121 


Fukui 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO666200 RUEHDEDE RUEHKU #1096/01 0890820ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 300820Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6669RR RUEHCHI RUEHFK RUEHHM RUEHKSO RUEHPBDE RUEHIN #1089 0890822ZNR UUUL 
VZCZCXYZ0001RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHIN #1090 0890823ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3008237 MAR O6FM AIT TAIPE 
VZCZCXYZ000200 RUEHWEBDE RUEHBJ #5919 0890838ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 300838Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 


VZCZCXYZ0002RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHNJ #0467/01 0890841ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 300841Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHDM #1430/01 0890844ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 300844Z MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0002PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHTU #0750/01 0890845ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 3008457 MAR 06FM ΑΜΕΜΙ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6689RR RUEHCN RUEHHM RUEHLN RUEHPBDE RUEHGZ #9084/01 0890848ZNR UUUUU ZZHF 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0001RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHPS #0283 0890848ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 300848Z MAR 06FM USOFFIC 
VZCZCXRO6795PP RUEHBI RUEHCI RUEHHM RUEHJODE RUEHKA #1740/01 0890851 ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 31 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6818PP RUEHBI RUEHCI RUEHHM RUEHJODE RUEHKA #1743 0890904ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 300€ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6717RR RUEHATDE RUEHTC #0678/01 0890912ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 300912Z MAR 06FM AMEMB, 
VZCZCXRO6709PP RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHCHI #0058 0890913ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3009137 MAR 06FM / 
VZCZCXRO6729RR RUEHATDE RUEHTC #0679/01 0890916ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3009167 MAR 06FM AMEMB, 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0012RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHBK #1916/01 0890926ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 300926Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6741PP RUEHCHIDE RUEHVN #0302/01 0890928ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 3009287 MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZO005RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHLG #0291/01 0890931 ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 300931Z MAR 06FM AMEM 
VZCZCXRO678000 RUEHCNDE RUEHBJ #5965/01 0890937ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 3009377 MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6750RR RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHM RUEHJO RUEHNHDE RUEHPF #0602/01 0890938ZNR UUI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6756RR RUEHDADE RUEHDA #0063/01 0890943ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3009437 MAR 06FM AMCON 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO677200 RUEHCNDE RUEHIN #1096/01 0890946ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3009467 MAR 06FM AIT TAIF 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6789RR RUEHATDE RUEHTC #0681/01 0891002ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 301002Z MAR 06FM AMEMB, 
VZCZCXRO680300 RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHML #1452/01 0891004ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 301004, 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO812300 RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHBK #1918 0891013ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 301013Z M 
VZCZCXRO6819RR RUEHATDE RUEHTC #0682/01 0891016ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 301016Z MAR 06FM ΑΜΕΜΒ, 
VZCZCXRO684300 RUEHCNDE RUEHBJ #5967/01 0891021ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 301021Z MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6834PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHMO #3218/01 0891024ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 3010247 MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6839RR RUEHATDE RUEHTC #0683/01 0891034ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3010347 MAR 06FM AMEMB, 
VZCZCXRO6853PP RUEHBI RUEHCIDE RUEHNE #2151 0891044ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 301044Z MAR 06FM AMI 


VZCZCXRO682900 RUEHMRDE RUEHKI 40504 0891049ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 301049Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0018RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHDL #0332 0891054ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3010547 MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 
VZCZCXRO6858PP RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 
VZCZCXRO684800 RUEHMRDE RUEHKI #0505 0891059ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 301059Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS: 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.301100Z Mar 0 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.301103Z Mar 0 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6867RR RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO686900 RUEHLHDE RUEHBUL #1439 0891112ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 301112Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO9611PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHBUL #1440/01 0891112ZNY CCCCC ZZH ZDSP 301112Z MAR 06FM A 


Column 9 
VZCZCXRO686800 RUEHDBUDE RUEHEK #0435/01 0891113ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 301113Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHVI #0941/01 0891118ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 301118Z MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6879PP RUEHDT RUEHLMC RUEHMR RUEHPA RUEHPBDE RUEHVI #0942 0891119ZNR UUUUU 
VZCZCXRO6885PP RUEHLN RUEHVK RUEHYGDE RUEHDBU #0575/01 0891123ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3011232 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6919PP RUEHBI RUEHCIDE RUEHNE #2167/01 0891135ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 301135Z MAR 06FM / 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHGB #1040/01 0891141ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 301141Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6944PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHDT RUEHKUK RUEHLMC RUEHMOS RUEHMR RUEHPA RUEH 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO694100 RUEHDBU RUEHLN RUEHVK RUEHYGDE RUEHEK #0436 0891144ZNR UUUUU ZZHO < 
VZCZCXYZ0005PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHLC 40196 0891144ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 301144Z MAR 06 ZDK (MULITP 
VZCZCXRO696000 RUEHCNDE RUEHBJ #5972/01 0891145ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3011457 MAR 06FM AMEMB, 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000100 RUEHWEBDE RUEHKT #0843 0891154ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 3011547 MAR 06FM AMEMBA 


VZCZCXRO6955PP RUEHBIDE RUEHLM #0508/01 0891201ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 301201Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000100 RUEHWEBDE RUEHAM #2302/01 0891203ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 3012037 ΜΑΗ 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO6990RR RUEHDBUDE RUEHDBU #0576/01 0891227ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 301227Z MAR 06FM AME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7000RR RUEHAO RUEHCD RUEHFL RUEHGA RUEHGD RUEHHA RUEHHO RUEHKW RUEHLAR 


VZCZCXRO7020PP RUEHGRDE RUEHWN #0553/01 0891238ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 301238Z MAR 06FM AMEME 
VZCZCXRO7005PP RUEHBI RUEHCIDE RUEHNE #2171/01 0891238ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 301238Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ, 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHAK #1697 0891239ZNY CCCCC ΖΖΗΡ 301239Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA£ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0029PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHWN #0554/01 0891240ZNY CCCCC ΖΖΗΡ 3012407 MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7002RR RUEHAO RUEHCD RUEHFL RUEHGA RUEHGD RUEHHA RUEHHO RUEHKW RUEHLAR 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHIL #5357 0891246ZNY SSSSS ZZHO 301246Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEMBAS: 
VZCZCXYZ0017PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHIL #5358 0891247ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 301247Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS: 
VZCZCXRO7990PP RUEHBI RUEHCIDE RUEHNE #2172/01 0891248ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 301248Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ, 
VZCZCXYZ0007PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHTU #0753/01 0891251 ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 301251Z MAR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0002RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHWN #0557 0891259ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 301259Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEMB/ 


Column 9 
VZCZCXRO7043RR RUEHLN RUEHVK RUEHYGDE RUEHDBU #0577 0891302ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 301302Z N 
VZCZCXYZ0001RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHBS #1095/01 0891307ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 301307Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0002PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHYE #0458/01 0891307ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 301307Z MAR 06FM ΑΜΕΜΙ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0021PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHTG #0620 0891311ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 301311Z MAR 06FM ΑΜΕΜΒΑ: 
VZCZCXRO6972PP RUEHPA RUEHROVDE RUEHFR #2067/01 0891313ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 301313Z MAR 06F 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHNY #0396/01 0891316ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3013167 MAR 06FM AMEN 
VZCZCXRO7069PP RUEHROVDE RUEHKH #0796/01 0891326ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3013267 MAR 06FM AMEM 
VZCZCXRO7146RR RUEHDADE RUEHIT #0476/01 0891332ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 301332Z MAR 06FM AMCONS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7076RR RUEHDBU RUEHIK RUEHYGDE RUEHTC #0685/01 0891338ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3013382 


Column 9 
VZCZCXRO700800 RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHDT RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHLMC RUEHMOS RUEHMR RUEI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7092PP RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 
VZCZCXRO711700 RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHM RUEHNHDE RUEHNE #2173/01 0891359ZNY CCCCC ZZH! 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0003PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHLB #1013/01 0891402ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 301402Z MAR 06FM AMEME 
VZCZCXRO7113PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUKDE RUEHMOS #0036/01 0891 404ZNY CCCCC ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ001200 RUEHWEBDE RUEHTL #0299 0891407ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 301407Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 
VZCZCXYZ0012PP RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0641 0891407ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3014077 MAR 06FM USMISSIC 
VZCZCXRO715600 RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHIK RUEHLZDE RUEHTL #0300 0891412ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 301 
VZCZCXRO718300 RUEHAGDE RUEHDM #1433/01 0891415ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 301415Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7165PP RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0042PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHTU #0755/01 0891421ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 301421Z MAR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO717700 RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7214RR RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7173PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUKDE RUEHMOS #0037/01 0891431ZNY CCCCC ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7254PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHAM #2322 0891440ZNY SSS 
VZCZCXYZ0017RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHSL #0252 0891442ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 301442Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 


VZCZCXRO7199RR RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHIK RUEHLZDE RUEHTL #0302 0891447ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 301: 


VZCZCXRO721000 RUEHROVDE RUEHKH #0797/01 0891449ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 3014497 MAR 06FM AMEN 
VZCZCXRO7198PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHKV #1261/01 0891451ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 301451Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7099RR RUEHAG RUEHDFDE RUEHDL #0334/01 0891455ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3014557 MAR 06ΕΙ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7108RR RUEHAGDE RUEHDL #0335 0891457ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 301457Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS: 
VZCZCXRO7240PP RUEHROVDE RUEHKH #0798/01 0891512ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 301512Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7242RR RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHIK RUEHLZDE RUEHUP #0656/01 0891527ZNR UUUUU ZZHR € 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0013RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHBS #1098/01 0891534ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 301534Z MAR 06FM AMEM 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0007PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHLC #0200/01 0891534ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 301534Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.301535Z Mar ( 
VZCZCXRO7278PP RUEHPADE RUEHAB #0332/01 0891543ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 301543Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0020PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHPE #1240 0891550ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 301550Z MAR 06FM ΑΜΕΜΒΑ« 
VZCZOXYZ0003RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHME #1665/01 0891554ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3015547 MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7336PP RUEHLMCDE RUEHMU #0711/01 0891602ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 301602Z MAR 06 ZDKFM Al 


Column 9 
VZCZCXYZ0010RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHKG #0633/01 0891603ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3016037 MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0015RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHKG #0634/01 0891604ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3016047 MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ003200 RUEHWEBDE RUEHFR #2083 0891604ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3016047 MAR 06FM AMEMBA 
VZCZCXYZ0007RR RUEHW EBDE RUEHDL 40358 0891608ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3016087 MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 
VZCZCXYZ0011RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHKI #0509/01 0891613ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 301613Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0012PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHTG 40621 0891613ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 301613Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 
VZCZCXYZ005500 RUEHWEBDE RUEHJM #1318/01 0891616ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3016167 MAR 06FM AMCO 
VZCZCXYZ001700 RUEHWEBDE RUEHJM #1319/01 0891628ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3016287 MAR 06FM AMCO 
VZCZCXRO7331PP RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZ RUEHROVRL 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0001RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHRB #0565/01 0891641ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 301641Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


O 301645Z MAR 06FM AMEMBASSY ΡΗΕΤΟΗΙΑΤΟ SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2495INFO AMEMBASS' 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7448PP RUEHLMCDE RUEHLP #0886/01 0891647ZNY SSSSS ZZHP 3016477 MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0012PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHDL #0342 0891650ZNY SSSSS ZZHP 301650Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO7280PP RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHFR #2086/01 0891652ZNY CC! 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7397PP RUEHAODE RUEHCV #0872/01 0891659ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 301659Z MAR 06FM ΑΜΕΜΒ, 


VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHRB #0567/01 0891701ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 301701Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9676PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHAM #2325/01 0891714ZNY € 


Column 9 
VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHAM #2326/01 0891715ZNR UUUUU ΖΖΗΒ 301715Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7486PP RUEHAGDE RUEHCV #0874/01 0891748ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 3017487 MAR 06FM AMEMB, 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO753900 RUEHPADE RUEHJL #0194/01 0891838ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3018387 MAR 06FM AMEMB/ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0004RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHSG #0664 0891902ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3019027 MAR 06FM AMEMBA 


ınd Thailand. 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.301916Z Mar ( 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


VZCZCXRO7646PP RUEHRGDE RUEHBR #0628 0891939ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 301939Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS: 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
VZCZCXYZ0001PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHLP #0890/01 0891943ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 301943Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ001000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHBU #0737/01 0891958ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 3019587 MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ001700 RUEHWEBDE RUEHBU #0738/01 0891959ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 3019597 MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7657RR RUEHGRDE RUEHGE #0300 0892000ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 302000Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 


VZCZCXYZ0012PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHLP 40901/01 0892016ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3020167 MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0002RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHLP #0902 0892019ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3020197 MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 


VZCZCXRO8705PP RUEHAODE RUEHCV 40879 0892055ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 302055Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEMBAS: 
VZCZCXYZ0016PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHPE #1247/01 0892152ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 302152Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7751RR RUEHMR RUEHPA RUEHROVDE RUCNDT #0642/01 0892152ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 302152. 


VZCZCXYZ0003RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHAC #0348/01 0892206ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3022067 MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0643/01 0892222ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 302222Z MAR 06FM USMI: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHTG #0622/01 0892233ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3022337 MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000100 RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0644/01 0892234ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 302234Z MAR 06FM USMI: 
VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHMU #0715/01 0892255ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 302255Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ002000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHSJ #0705 0892304ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3023047 MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 
VZCZCXRO7850PP RUEHLMCDE RUEHTG #0623/01 0892309ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 302309Z MAR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0022PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHSJ #0706/01 0892312ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 302312Z MAR O6FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0019PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHSJ #0707/01 0892318ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 302318Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0645/01 0892335ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 302335Z MAR 06FM USMIS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7935RR RUEHFK RUEHKSO RUEHNAG RUEHNHDE RUEHNH #0079/01 0900014ZNR UUUUU ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO7975PP RUEHFK RUEHKSO RUEHNAG RUEHNHDE RUEHKO #1705/01 0900057ZNR UUUUU ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO802000 RUEHDBU RUEHLH RUEHPWDE RUEHIL #5381 0900248ZNY SSSSS ZZHO 3102487 ΜΙ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO802200 RUEHDBU RUEHLH RUEHPWDE RUEHIL #5382/01 0900248ZNY SSSSS ZZHO 3102487 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHDR #0551/01 0900345ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 3103457 MAR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0004RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHIN #1115/01 0900432ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 310432Z MAR 06FM AIT TAII 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8083RR RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO816100 RUEHCHI RUEHCN RUEHDT RUEHHM RUEHNHDE RUEHGP #1044/01 0900627ZNR UL 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8181PP RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0005RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHSK #0364/01 0900659ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 310659Z MAR 06FM AMEM 
VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHKO #1734/01 0900721ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 310721Z MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8220RR RUEHFL RUEHLA RUEHMRE RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHSK #0365/01 0900727ZNY Ct 
VZCZCXRO8204RR RUEHLMC RUEHMRDE RUEHMR #0162/01 0900732ZNR UUUUUR 310732Z MAR O6FM / 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO823500 RUEHKSO RUEHNHDE RUEHKO #1735/01 0900735ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 310735Z MAR 0€ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8215RR RUEHLMCDE RUEHUM #0232/01 0900739ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 310739Z MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8253PP RUEHDU RUEHJO RUEHMRDE RUEHTO #0396/01 0900743ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 310743Z 
VZCZCXRO821600 RUEHBC RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHKUK #0073/01 0900749ZNY CCCCC ; 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0008RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHPS 40286 0900751ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 310751Z MAR 06 ZDKFM USC 
VZCZCXYZ001100 RUEHWEBDE RUEHNR #1434 0900809ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 310809Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 
VZCZCXRO824500 RUEHCHI RUEHCN RUEHDT RUEHHM RUEHNHDE RUEHGP #1047/01 0900815ZNY CC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8255RR RUEHATDE RUEHTO #0688/01 0900818ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 310818Z MAR 06FM AMEMB, 
VZCZCXRO8275RR RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHNH RUEHPBDE RUEHHI #0736/01 0900821ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZO000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHVN #0306/01 0900829ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3108297 MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8270PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHMO #3333/01 0900833ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 310833Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0004RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHIN #1120/01 0900842ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 310842Z MAR O6FM AIT TAI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0009RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHIN #1122/01 0900843ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3108437 MAR O6FM AIT TAI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8300PP RUEHFK RUEHKSO RUEHNAG RUEHNHDE RUEHKO #1742/01 0900843ZNR UUUUU ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8354RR RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHM RUEHNHDE RUEHHI #0739/01 0900854ZNR UUUUU ZZHF 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8344RR RUEHDBUDE RUEHMO #3335/01 0900906ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 3109067 MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8325RR RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHVN #0307/01 0900913ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 3109132 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8356PP RUEHCHI RUEHNH RUEHPBDE RUEHDT #0152/01 0900924ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 310924Z 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8372RR RUEHDADE RUEHDA #0065/01 0900928ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3109287 MAR 06FM AMCON 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
VZCZCXRO8459RR RUEHAST RUEHDBUDE RUEHTA #1144/01 0900955ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 310955Z MAR 0€ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8428RR RUEHDU RUEHJO RUEHMRDE RUEHLG #0294/01 0900956ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3109567 
VZCZCXRO8438RR RUEHDU RUEHGI RUEHJO RUEHMR RUEHPA RUEHROVDE RUEHUJA #0722/01 09010 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8449PP RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHCHI #0059/01 0901013ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3110137 MAR 06F 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8507RR RUEHDU RUEHGI RUEHJO RUEHMR RUEHPADE RUEHSA #1299/01 0901021ZNR UUUI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO850200 RUEHAGDE RUEHMD #0779/01 0901026ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 311026Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8498PP RUEHCNDE RUEHHK #1362/01 0901027ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 311027Z MAR 06FM AMCON: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO797000 RUEHROVDE RUEHNJ #0482/01 0901030ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 311030Z MAR 06 ZDK DUE 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO852000 RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHBK #1945/01 0901035ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3110352 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8527RR RUEHDBUDE RUEHMO #3345/01 0901040ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 311040Z MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO851700 RUEHKUKDE RUEHKUK #0074 0901042ZNY CCCCC ZZHO R 3110427 MAR 06FM REO | 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO853100 RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHMD #0780 0901050ZNY CCCC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8557RR RUEHRGDE RUEHBR #0631/01 0901051 ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311051Z MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO976600 RUEHCHI RUEHCN RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHBJ #6074/01 0901056ZNR UUUUU ΖΖΗΙ 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO854100 RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHM RUEHNHDE RUEHIN #1139/01 0901057ZNY CCCCC ZZHC 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.311058Z Mar 0 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO853700 RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHBC #0043/01 0901101ZNY CCCCC Zz 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO857400 RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHBK #1946/01 0901102ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3111022 


Column 9 
VZCZCXRO857700 RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHBK #1947 0901104ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 311104Z M, 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


VZCZCXYZ002800 RUEHWEBDE RUEHKT #0863 0901109ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3111097 MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHIN #1140/01 0901110ZNY CCCCC ZZH (508)R 311110Z MAR 06FM AT 


Column 9 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0025PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHNY #0398 0901122ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3111227 MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO860100 RUEHLMCDE RUEHNR #1439/01 0901124ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 311124Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8585PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUKDE RUEHMOS #0038/01 0901125ZNY CCCCC ZZ 
VZCZCXRO8604PP RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHCHI #0060 0901134ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 311134Z MAR 06FM A 


VZCZCXYZ002600 RUEHWEBDE RUEHTC #0690/01 0901139ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3111397 MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO864300 RUEHBC RUEHDBU RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHLH RUEHMOS RUEHPWDE RUEHNE #2 


VZCZCXRO8661RR RUEHDBUDE RUEHMO #3356/01 0901155ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 3111557 MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8653RR RUEHDU RUEHJODE RUEHMR #0164/01 0901156ZNR UUUUUR 311156Z MAR 06FM AM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0009PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHKI 40516 0901158ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3111587 MAR 06FM AMEMBAS: 
VZCZCXYZ000700 RUEHWEBDE RUEHVI #0956/01 0901200ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 311200Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO867000 RUEHDEDE RUEHAD #1233/01 0901204ZNY SSSSS ZZHO 311204Z MAR 06FM ΑΜΕΜΒ, 
VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHKT #0866 0901205ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 311205Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA. 


VZCZCXYZ0007PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHKI 40517 0901205ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 311205Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO8683RR RUEHDU RUEHJO RUEHMRDE RUEHOR #0453/01 0901207ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311207Z 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHKT #0867 0901207ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 311207Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHNY #0399 0901209ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 311209Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8752PP RUEHRGDE RUEHSO #0350/01 0901225ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 311225Z MAR 06FM AMCON 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0009PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHMO #3362/01 0901231ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 311231Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO868800 RUEHCNDE RUEHIN #1141/01 0901233ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 311233Z MAR O6FM AIT TAIP 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000400 RUEHWEBDE RUEHKT #0869/01 0901236ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3112367 MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHNY #0400/01 0901241ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311241Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO981200 RUEHBI RUEHCI RUEHLH RUEHPWDE RUEHNE #2226/01 0901244ZNY CCCCC ZZHO : 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO870600 RUEHBC RUEHDBU RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHLH RUEHMOS RUEHPWDE RUEHNE #2 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0015PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHNY 40401 0901248ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 311248Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO870100 RUEHBI RUEHCI RUEHCN RUEHLHDE RUEHCI #0134/01 0901251 ZNR UUUUU ZZHO P 


VZCZCXRO8728PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHNT #0632/01 0901259ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 311259Z MAR 06FM AMEME 
VZCZCXRO8726RR RUEHATDE RUEHTC 40691 0901301ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311301Z MAR 06FM AMEMBASS 
VZCZCXYZ0008PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHRB #0574 0901303ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3113037 MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8739PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHNT #0633/01 0901308ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 311308Z MAR 06FM AMEME 
VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHMU #0720/01 0901312ZNY CCCCC ΖΖΗΡ 311312Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0014PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHAC #0349 0901315ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3113157 MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO8793PP RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 
VZCZCXRO8741RR RUEHDBUDE RUEHDBU #0582 0901319ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 311319Z MAR 06FM AMEMB 


VZCZCXRO8861PP RUEHLMCDE RUEHLP #0906/01 0901326ZNY SSSSS ZZHP 3113267 MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEMB, 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO876900 RUEHBC RUEHDBU RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHLH RUEHMOS RUEHPWDE RUEHNE #2 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8783PP RUEHLN RUEHVK RUEHYGDE RUEHDBU #0583/01 0901346ZNR UUUUU ZZHP R 31134 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8818PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHMO #3388/01 0901351 ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 311351Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO879900 RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHNH RUEHPBDE RUEHNE #2230/01 0901351 ZNY CCCCC ZZH( 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0015PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHMO #3389 0901352ZNY CCCCC ΖΖΗΡ 311352Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 
VZCZCXRO8860PP RUEHAODE RUEHCV #0880 0901402ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 311402Z MAR 06FM AMEMBASS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8827RR RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0017PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHTU 40771 0901405ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 311405Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8932PP RUEHLMCDE RUEHLP #0908/01 0901407ZNY SSSSS ZZHP 311407Z MAR 06FM AMEMB, 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8854RR RUEHPADE RUEHAB #0339/01 0901412ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 311412Z MAR 06FM AMEMB/ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO887100 RUEHFL RUEHLA RUEHMRE RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHSK #0369/01 0901418ZNY Ci 
VZCZCXRO8850RR RUEHATDE RUEHTC #0693/01 0901418ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311418Z MAR 06FM AMEMB/ 
VZCZCXYZ0024RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHMU #0721/01 0901427ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311427Z MAR 06FM AMEN 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 

This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
VZCZCXRO3221PP RUEHDADE RUEHDA #0066 0901444ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 311444Z MAR 06 ZFR ZFR 
VZCZCXRO8890RR RUEHATDE RUEHTC 40694 0901446ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3114467 ΜΑΗ 06FM AMEMBASS 
VZCZCXRO8891RR RUEHATDE RUEHTC 40695 0901446ZNR UUUUU ΖΖΗΗ 3114467 MAR 06FM AMEMBASS 
VZCZCXYZ0001PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHRL #0889/01 0901456ZNY SSSSS ZZHP 311456Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEMB. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO890600 RUEHHM RUEHLN RUEHPBDE RUEHJM #1327 0901456ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 311456Z M/ 
VZCZCXRO892100 RUEHBI RUEHCI RUEHLH RUEHPWDE RUEHNE #2231/01 0901507ZNR UUUUU ZZHO : 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9004PP RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHIK RUEHLZDE RUEHAK #1742/01 0901513ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 3 
VZCZCXRO9008PP RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHIK RUEHLZDE RUEHAK #1743 0901514ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 311: 
VZCZCXYZ003900 RUEHWEBDE RUEHTL #0311/01 0901518ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 311518Z MAR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
VZCZCXRO9014PP RUEHAGDE RUEHCV #0882/01 0901520ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 311520Z MAR 06FM AMEMB; 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8995PP RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0004RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHBW #0517/01 0901525ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311525Z MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO903400 RUEHAG RUEHAP RUEHDE RUEHDF RUEHGI RUEHHM RUEHLZ RUEHMR RUEHPARL 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO898700 RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHTC 40701 0901528ZNY CCCC 
VZCZCXRO9000PP RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHSL #0256/01 0901529ZNY CCC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8996PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHMOSDE RUEHKUK #0075/01 0901529ZNY CCCCC ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0007RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHOS #0476/01 0901529ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 3115297 MAR 06FM AMCO 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO898600 RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHMOSDE RUEHKUK #0076/01 0901530ZNY CCCCC Z: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9002PP RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHRO #0979 0901530ZNY CCCC 
VZCZCXYZ0004PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHNY #0402 0901532ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 3115327 MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 


VZCZCXRO898800 RUEHHM RUEHLN RUEHPBDE RUEHJM #1328 0901538ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 311538Z M/ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO902400 RUEHAG RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHLB #1024/01 0901549ZNY C 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9016PP RUEHBC RUEHDBU RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHLH RUEHMOS RUEHPA RUEHPWDE RU 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9005PP RUEHCNDE RUEHROV #0057/01 0901549ZNY CCCCC ΖΖΗΡ 3115497 MAR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9019PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHGB 41050 0901550ZNY CCC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ002100 RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0649 0901559ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 3115597 MAR 06FM USMISSI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9031PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHKV #1282/01 0901601ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 311601Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9038PP RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZ RUEHROVRL 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9048PP RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHSW #0716/01 0901612ZNY CC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0012RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHSP #0405/01 0901629ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3116297 MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ002700 RUEHWEBDE RUEHNY #0403/01 0901638ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3116387 MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO907800 RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9029PP RUEHDEDE RUEHBM #0559 0901654ZNY CCCCC ΖΖΗΡ 3116547 MAR 06FM AMEMBAS: 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.311700Z Mar 0 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0044PP RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0661 0901701ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 311701Z MAR 06FM USMISSIC 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.311711Z Mar 0 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0023PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHFR #2137/01 0901714ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 311714Z MAR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0037RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHLP 40913 0901737ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311737Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9099RR RUEHGRDE RUEHPO #0191 0901751ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311751Z MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXYZ0010RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHPE #1257/01 0901755ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3117557 MAR 06FM AMEM 
VZCZCXRO9155PP RUEHRGDE RUEHSO #0352/01 0901758ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 311758Z MAR 06FM AMCON 
VZCZCXYZ0013RR RUEHW EBDE RUEHBO #2897/01 0901759ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311759Z MAR 06FM AMEM 
VZCZCXYZ0035RR RUEHW EBDE RUEHBU #0746 0901804ZNY SSSSS ZZHR 3118047 MAR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXYZ0024PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHMU #0725/01 0901808ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 311808Z MAR 06FM AMEM| 


Column 9 
VZCZCXRO9125PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHIHL #0053 0901818ZNY CCCCC ZZHF 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHMN #0309 0901818ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311818Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHRK #0118/01 0901822ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 3118227 MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ004900 RUEHWEBDE RUEHPE #1258/01 0901831ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 311831Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEM 
VZCZCXRO9142RR RUEHGRDE RUEHSP #0406/01 0901833ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311833Z MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHQT #0809/01 0901841ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 311841Z MAR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0084PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHMU 40726 0901845ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 311845Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 
VZCZCXRO9151RR RUEHRGDE RUEHBU #0748/01 0901858ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 311858Z MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9186PP RUEHRGDE RUEHBR #0637/01 0901922ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 311922Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEMB, 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9187RR RUEHRGDE RUEHBR #0639/01 0901926ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3119267 MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHBO #2902/01 0901927ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 311927Z MAR 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9217RR RUEHGRDE RUEHSP #0411/01 0902016ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 3120167 MAR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO925000 RUEHGA RUEHHA RUEHQU RUEHVCDE RUEHOT #0936/01 0902103ZNY CCCCC ZZHC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0010PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHDG #1099 0902122ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 312122Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA: 
VZCZCXRO9356RR RUEHCD RUEHGD RUEHHO RUEHMC RUEHNG RUEHNL RUEHRD RUEHRS RUEHTMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ001100 RUEHWEBDE RUEHQT #0817 0902157ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 312157Z MAR 06FM AMEMBA 
VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHQT #0818/01 0902209ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 312209Z MAR 06FM AMEN 
VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHBO #2936/01 0902217ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 312217Z MAR 06FM AMEM 
VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHMU #0728/01 0902308ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 312308Z MAR ΟΘΕΜ AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0001PP RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0668 0910348ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 0103487 APR 06FM USMISSIC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHYN 40887 0910509ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 010509Z APR ΟΘΕΜ AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO944600 RUEHBIDE RUEHBUL #1461 0910542ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 010542Z APR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHYN #0888/01 0910848ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 0108487 APR 06FM AMEME 
VZCZCXRO9499PP RUEHFK RUEHKSO RUEHNAG RUEHNHDE RUEHKO #1744/01 0911157ZNR UUUUU ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9496PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUKDE RUEHMOS #0039/01 0911222ZNY CCCCC ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9514PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUKDE RUEHMOS #0040/01 0911237ZNY CCCCC ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9529PP RUEHBC RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHDE #1859/01 0911350ZNY CCCCC ZZHP R 011: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO951500 RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHGB 41054 0911351 ZNY CC! 
VZCZCXRO951900 RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHGB #1055/01 0911413ZNY : 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO952300 RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHGB #1056/01 0911420ZNY € 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
VZCZCXYZ0001PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHAS #0576 0911600ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 011600Z APR 06FM AMEMBAS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO1505PP RUEHDBUDE RUEHBUL #1478/01 0920452ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 020452Z APR 06FM AMEM 
VZCZOCXYZ0000RR RUEHW EBDE RUEHKB #0494/01 0920501ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 020501Z APR 06FM AMEMI 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
VZCZCXROO0316RR RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHDE #1873/01 0920755ZNY SSSSS ZZI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9642PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHGB 41059 0920928ZNY CCC 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9648PP RUEHROVDE RUEHKH 40808 0920949ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 0209497 APR 06FM AMEMBA£ 
VZCZCXYZ000200 RUEHWEBDE RUEHDM #1457/01 0921120ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 021120Z APR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9673PP RUEHBC RUEHDBU RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHLH RUEHMOS RUEHPWDE RUEHKU #1° 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9678PP RUEHDEDE RUEHKU #1138 0921243ZNY SSSSS ZZHP 021243Z ΑΡΗ O6FM AMEMBASS* 
VZCZCXRO968200 RUEHDEDE RUEHAD #1268 0921305ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 021305Z APR O6FM AMEMBAS: 
VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHYN #0907/01 0921306ZNY 55555 ZZHP 0213067 APR 06FM AMEMB. 
VZCZCXRO9685PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHMOS RUEHROVDE RUEHKH #0811/01 0921313ZNR 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHDM #1460/01 0921327ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 021327Z ΑΡΗ 06FM AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9700RR RUEHROVDE RUEHKH #0813 0921348ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0213487 APR 06FM AMEMBA: 
VZCZCXRO9701PP RUEHROVDE RUEHKH #0814/01 0921350ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 021350Z APR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHAM #2358/01 0921420ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 021420Z APR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9705PP RUEHDEDE RUEHJI #0257/01 0921422ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 021422Z APR 06FM AMCONSL 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHMK 40541 0921432ZNY 55555 ZZHP 0214327 APR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO9775PP RUEHFK RUEHKSO RUEHNAG RUEHNHDE RUEHKO #1749/01 0930129ZNR UUUUU ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9792RR RUEHAST RUEHDBUDE RUEHTA #1153/01 0930143ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0301437 APR 06 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9797PP RUEHFKDE RUEHKO #1757/01 0930224ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 0302247 APR 06FM AMEMBZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9893PP RUEHPBDE RUEHSV #0133/01 0930232ZNY SSSSS ZZHP 0302327 APR 06FM AMEMBA: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0002RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHGZ #9166/01 0930328ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 030328Z APR 06FM AMCOI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHNR #1444/01 0930333ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 0303337 APR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHNR #1445/01 0930333ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 0303337 APR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0001RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHLJ #0202 0930416ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 030416Z APR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO9839PP RUEHDU RUEHJO RUEHMRDE RUEHSA #1313/01 0930418ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 0304187, 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHIN #1142 0930505ZNY 55555 ZZHR 030505Z APR 06FM AIT TAIPEIT 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9911RR RUEHDADE RUEHAK #1746/01 0930516ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 030516Z APR 06FM AMEMB/ 
VZCZCXYZ0002RR RUEHW EBDE RUEHWL #0253 0930530ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 030530Z APR 06FM AMEMBA: 
VZCZCXYZ0011PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHIL #5537/01 0930607ZNY SSSSS ZZHP 0306077 APR 06FM AMEMBA 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
VZCZCXRO9959RR RUEHCN RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHROVDE RUEHAK #1748 0930627ZNY SSSS: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9956PP RUEHPADE RUEHOS #0478/01 0930635ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 0306357 ΑΡΗ 06FM AMCONS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0012PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHKO #1766 0930652ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 030652Z APR 06FM AMEMBAS 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.030657Z Apr 0 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO9976RR RUEHDU RUEHJO RUEHMRDE RUEHSA #1316/01 0930705ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 030705Z 
VZCZCXYZ0012RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHKH #0817 0930716ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 030716Z APR 06FM AMEMBA: 
VZCZCXRO9991RR RUEHCNDE RUEHIN #1151/01 0930724ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 0307247 APR 06FM AIT TAIPE 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0002RR RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHHI #0748/01 0930731 ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 030731Z 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0009PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHTA #1162 0930736ZNY SSSSS ZZHP 030736Z APR O6FM AMEMBASS 
VZCZCXRO0031PP RUEHFK RUEHKSO RUEHNAG RUEHNHDE RUEHKO #1769/01 0930801ZNR UUUUU ZZ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0054RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHIN #1152 0930813ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0308137 APR O6FM AIT TAIPEI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0047RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHIN #1154/01 0930813ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0308137 APR O6FM AIT TAIF 


Column 9 
VZCZCXRO0037PP RUEHCHI RUEHFK RUEHHM RUEHKSO RUEHPBDE RUEHIN #1155/01 0930831 ZNY CC! 


Column 9 
VZCZCXYZ0032RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHIN 41156 0930832ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0308327 APR O6FM AIT TAIPEI 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.030836Z Apr 0 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXROO0065PP RUEHFL RUEHLA RUEHMRE RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHVEN #0142 0930845ZNY CC( 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0057RR RUEHCNDE RUEHIN #1158/01 0930847ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 030847Z ΑΡΗ O6FM AIT ΤΑΙΡΙ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO005900 RUEHAG RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHLB #1029 0930848ZNY CCC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHUL #1089/01 0930848ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 030848Z APR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0014PP RUEHCHIDE RUEHVN #0311/01 0930909ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 0309097 APR 06FM AMEMB, 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0012RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHUL #1090/01 0930917ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 030917Z APR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0049RR RUEHFL RUEHLA RUEHMRE RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHSK #0370/01 0930922ZNR UI 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0235PP RUEHDEDE RUEHYN 40916 0930935ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 030935Z APR 06FM AMEMBASS 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0151PP RUEHCHIDE RUEHBK #1970 0930945ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 0309457 APR 06FM AMEMBAS: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXROO060RR RUEHCHIDE RUEHVN #0312/01 0930953ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 030953Z APR 06FM AMEMB 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0148PP RUEHBI RUEHCI RUEHCN RUEHLHDE RUEHCI #0137/01 0931002ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 03 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
VZCZCXRO0191PP RUEHLN RUEHVK RUEHYGDE RUEHDBU #0587 0931036ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 031036Z ΑΙ 
VZCZCXRO0205PP RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHBC 40044 0931038ZNY CCCCC ZZHF 
VZCZCXRO0218PP RUEHCNDE RUEHHK #1383/01 0931039ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 031039Z APR 06FM AMCONS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0225RR RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 


Column 9 


VZCZCXROO0143PP RUEHCHIDE RUEHVN #0316 0931050ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 031050Z APR 06FM AMEMBAS: 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0228RR RUEHDU RUEHGI RUEHJO RUEHMR RUEHPA RUEHROVDE RUEHUJA #0729/01 09310 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHEG #2010/01 0931059ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 031059Z APR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHDG #1100/01 0931107ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 031107Z APR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.031114Z Apr Ot 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000100 RUEHWEBDE RUEHNR #1473 0931119ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 031119Z APR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO0239PP RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHCHI #0062 0931123ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 031123Z APR 06FM A 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHKT #0883/01 0931133ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 0311337 APR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHKT #0884/01 0931142ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 031142Z ΑΡΗ 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0003RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHNJ #0487/01 0931142ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 031142Z APR ΟΘΕΜ AMEME 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available.031149Z Apr 0! 


VZCZCXYZ0007RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHYE #0468 0931153ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0311537 APR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXYZ0002RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHBU #0753/01 0931154ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0311547 APR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO029200 RUEHCNDE RUEHIN #1159/01 0931159ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 031159Z APR O6FM AIT ΤΑΙΡΙ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0298PP RUEHBI RUEHCIDE RUEHLM #0528 0931207ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 0312077 APR 06FM AME 
VZCZCXYZ0005PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHAM #2367 0931219ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 0312197 APR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO037100 RUEHCHI RUEHDT RUEHHMDE RUEHBK #1971 0931221ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 031221Z Al 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000100 RUEHWEBDE RUEHEG #2013/01 0931222ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 031222Z APR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0386PP RUEHDU RUEHJO RUEHMRDE RUEHSA #1324/01 0931224ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 0312247, 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO1652RR RUEHDBUDE RUEHYE #0473 0931244ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 0312447 APR 06FM AMEMBAS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000200 RUEHWEBDE RUEHBU #0754/01 0931251 ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 031251Z APR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0400RR RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHSW #0725/01 0931304ZNR UUUUU Z. 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0529RR RUEHDADE RUEHAK #1768/01 0931306ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 031306Z APR 06FM AMEMB; 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0403RR RUEHMRDE RUEHMR #0167 0931309ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0313097 APR 06FM AMEMBAS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0411PP RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHIK RUEHLZDE RUEHVI #0976/01 0931314ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 05 
VZCZCXRO043500 RUEHDEDE RUEHKU 41145 0931315ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 031315Z ΑΡΗ 06FM AMEMBAS: 
VZCZCXRO0438PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHKU #1146 0931315ZNY CCC 


VZCZCXRO042100 RUEHBI RUEHCIDE RUEHNE #2255/01 0931318ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 031318Z APR 06FM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000300 RUEHWEBDE RUEHJM #1337 0931323ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 031323Z APR ΟΘΕΜ AMCONS 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO051300 RUEHDADE RUEHAK #1771/01 0931331ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 031331Z ΑΡΗ 06FM AMEMB, 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0519PP RUEHROVDE RUEHKH 40819 0931331ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 031331Z APR 06FM AMEMBA£ 
VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHDL #0349 0931341 ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 031341Z APR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO0464PP RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZ RUEHROVRL 
VZCZCXRO0467PP RUEHGIDE RUEHROV #0059 0931349ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 0313497 APR 06FM AMEMBAS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO2648PP RUEHAG RUEHDA RUEHDF RUEHFL RUEHIK RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHLN RUEHLZRUE 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0392PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHGB #1086 0931354ZNY CCC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ004700 RUEHWEBDE RUEHDM #1485/01 0931406ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 0314067 ΑΡΗ Ο6ΕΜ AMEN 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000400 RUEHWEBDE RUEHJM #1339/01 0931406ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 031406Z APR 06FM AMCO| 
VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHEG #2021/01 0931407ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 031407Z APR 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0669 0931410ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 031410Z APR 06FM USMISSIC 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO059000 RUEHQUDE RUEHPU #0595/01 0931412ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 031412Z APR ΟΘΕΜ AMEMB 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0001RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHPE #1263/01 0931416ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0314167 APR 06FM AMEMI 
VZCZCXRO0599PP RUEHPADE RUEHDK #0817/01 0931423ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 031423Z APR 06FM AMEMBA 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0584RR RUEHGRDE RUEHKG 40644 0931424ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0314247 APR 06FM AMEMBAS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0597PP RUEHDBU RUEHLN RUEHVK RUEHYGDE RUEHMO #3457 0931427ZNR UUUUU ZZHP C 


VZCZCXRO0569PP RUEHFL RUEHKW RUEHLA RUEHROV RUEHSRDE RUEHNY #0406/01 0931428ZNY CC! 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO057300 RUEHHM RUEHLN RUEHPBDE RUEHJM #1341 0931431ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 031431Z AP 
VZCZCXRO059200 RUEHLH RUEHPWDE RUEHIL #5596/01 0931436ZNY SSSSS ZZHO 031436Z APR 06FM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHJM #1342 0931442ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 031442Z APR 06FM AMCONS 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0537RR RUEHAG RUEHDF RUEHIK RUEHLZDE RUEHFR #2166/01 0931446ZNR UUUUU ZZHR ( 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


R 031448Z APR 06FM USMISSION GENEVATO SECSTATE WASHDC 9047USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0633PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHAS #0605 0931454ZNY SSS 


VZCZCXRO0522PP RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHGB #1087/01 0931455ZNY C 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 
VZCZCXYZ002300 RUEHWEBDE RUEHTL #0315 0931528ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 0315287 APR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO0657PP RUEHAG RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHLB #1038/01 0931532ZNY C 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ003100 RUEHWEBDE RUEHVI #0982 0931535ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 031535Z APR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXRO066400 RUEHAG RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHLB #1040/01 0931539ZNY C 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0001RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHAS #0606/01 0931541ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 031541Z APR 06FM AMEME 


or 


Column 9 


VZCZCXROO688RR RUEHPADE RUEHJL #0203/01 0931541ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 031541Z APR 06FM AMEMBA: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXROO0681PP RUEHLADE RUEHMD 40801 0931542ZNY 55555 ZZHP 031542Z APR 06FM AMEMBASS' 


VZCZCXRO062900 RUEHBC RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHFR #2177 0931553ZNY CC 


VZCZCXYZ0010PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHMU #0733 0931601ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 031601Z APR 06FM AMEMBA: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0682PP RUEHROVDE RUEHROV #0060 0931602ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 031602Z APR 06FM AMEMB/ 


VZCZCXRO0690PP RUEHDA RUEHDE RUEHIHL RUEHKUK RUEHMOSDE RUEHBC #0045 0931603ZNR UUL 
VZCZCXRO0685PP RUEHROVDE RUEHROV #0061 0931603ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 031603Z APR 06FM AMEMB/ 


Column 9 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHTC #0705 0931615ZNY CCCCC ZZHO 031615Z APR 06FM AMEMBA: 


VZCZCXRO0732PP RUEHGRDE RUEHKG 40645 0931623ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 031623Z APR 06FM AMEMBAS: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0002PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHCV #0903/01 0931637ZNY CCCCC ΖΖΗΡ 0316377 APR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO081200 RUEHRGDE RUEHSO #0355/01 0931651ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 031651Z ΑΡΗ 06FM AMCON 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ000400 RUEHWEBDE RUEHSO #0356 0931651 ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 031651Z APR 06FM AMCONS 


This record is a partial extract of the original cable. The full text of the original cable is not available. 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0773RR RUEHGRDE RUEHWN 40571 0931711ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 031711Z APR 06FM AMEMBAS 
VZCZCXYZ0001RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHGT #0654/01 0931748ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0317487 APR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 
VZCZCXYZ0001PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHRK #0119/01 0931800ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 031800Z APR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0830RR RUEHGRDE RUEHKG #0647/01 0931803ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0318037 ΑΡΗ ΟΘΕΜ AMEMB 


Column 9 
VZCZCXRO0844PP RUEHAODE RUEHCV #0904/01 0931807ZNY CCCCC ZZHP 031807Z APR 06FM AMEMBZ 
VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHGE #0308/01 0931812ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 031812Z APR ΟΘΕΜ AMEMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO8060RR RUEHDU RUEHGI RUEHJO RUEHMR RUEHPA RUEHROVDE RUEHNJ #0492/01 093181: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHRK #0120/01 0931828ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 0318287 APR 06FM AMEME 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0002RR RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0670 0931834ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 031834Z APR 06FM USMISSIC 
VZCZCXYZ0003RR RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0671 0931838ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0318387 APR 06FM USMISSIC 
VZCZCXYZ0004RR RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0672 0931838ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 0318387 APR 06FM USMISSIC 
VZCZOXYZ0005RR RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0673 0931840ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 031840Z APR 06FM USMISSIC 
VZCZCXYZ0006RR RUEHWEBDE RUCNDT #0674 0931840ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 031840Z APR 06FM USMISSIC 
VZCZCXRO0872RR RUEHDEDE RUEHCV #0905/01 0931848ZNY CCCCC ZZHR 031848Z APR 06FM AMEMB/ 


Column 9 


VZCZCXRO0932PP RUEHRGDE RUEHSO #0357/01 0931919ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 0319197 APR 06FM AMCON: 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0000RR RUEHWEBDE RUEHBU #0758/01 0931922ZNR UUUUU ZZHR 031922Z APR 06FM AMEMI 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ002000 RUEHWEBDE RUEHBU #0759/01 0931923ZNR UUUUU ZZHO 031923Z ΑΡΗ 06FM AMEM 


Column 9 


VZCZCXYZ0024PP RUEHWEBDE RUEHBR #0652/01 0931955ZNR UUUUU ZZHP 0319557 APR 06FM AMEME 


Column 10 


UNCLAS MANAGUA 000709 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR WHA/CEN Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGO' 


Column 10 


UNCLAS WELLINGTON 000243 SIPDIS SIPDIS USDA FOR FAS/FAA/YOUNG, USDA/ARS/LOMBARD E.O. 1 


Column 10 


UNCLAS WELLINGTON 000244 SIPDIS SIPDIS USDA FOR FAS/FAA/YOUNG, USDA/AMS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A T 


Column 10 


UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000622 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, LI, IV SUBJECT: UNMIL RI 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 SUVA 000121 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAG* 


Column 10 


UNCLAS PHNOM PENH 000595 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS, OES/IHA DANIEL SINGER AND NATA 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 11 TOKYO 001620 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR E, P, EB, EAP/J, EAP/P, EAP/PD, PA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS ULAANBAATAR 000215 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, ΚΡΑΟ, EINV, EMIN,ETRD, M 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 KUALALUMPUR 000570 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE PASS USTR FOR 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 KUALA LUMPUR 000571 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE DEPT FOR EB/TPP/BTA [ 


Column 10 


UNCLAS TOKYO 001624 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR Ι/ΗΕ, PA/PR/FPC/W, IIP/G/EA, EAP/PD, R/MR, EAP/J, E 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 JAKARTA 004136 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE STATE FOR EAP/MTS AND EB/IF 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 HANOI 000715 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS, DRL/IRF E.C 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 KIRKUK 000071 SIPDIS SIPDIS BAGHDAD FOR POL, NCT E.O. ° 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 KIRKUK 000072 SIPDIS SIPDIS BAGHDAD FOR POL, NCT E.O. ° 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 ADDIS ABABA 000839 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR AF DAS YAMAMOTC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS WELLINGTON 000247 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/FO Α/5 HILL AND EAP/ANP RICCI PACOM 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 GUANGZHOU 008841 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: EAIR 


Column 10 


UNCLAS GUANGZHOU 008842 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS CORRECTED COPY TEXT PACOM FOR FF 


Column 10 


UNCLAS ANKARA 001656 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: MARR, PGOV, PREL, OREP, Tl 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 THE HAGUE 000671 SIPDIS SIPDIS FAMS FOR SHELDON SEMASHKO E.O. 1 
SECRET SECTION 01 OF 03 ANKARA 001657 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/25/2031 TAGS: PREL 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 KABUL 001382 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCA/FO (DAS GASTRI 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PARIS 002007 SIPDIS SENSITIVE FROM USMISSION UNESCO PARIS Ε.Ο. 128 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALTOKYO 001632 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/27/2016 TAGS: PREL, KN, JA Sl 
CONFIDENTIALABU DHABI 001222 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2016 TAGS: PREL, IR, Al 


UNCLAS JERUSALEM 001271 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS NEA FOR FRONT OFFICE; NEA/IPA FOR WILLIAN 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 TOKYO 001634 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT PASS USTR FOR CUTLER, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 ABU DHABI 001223 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR DRL, G/TIP, INL, | 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 JEDDAH 000244 SIPDIS SIPDIS RIYADH, PLEASE PASS TO DHA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 DUSHANBE 000566 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR SCA/CEN Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A ΤΑ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 ANKARA 001659 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/23/2016 T/ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALJEDDAH 000245 SIPDIS SIPDIS RIYADH, PLEASE PASS TO DHAHRAN; DEPARTMEN 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 ISLAMABAD 005234 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 09/19/201. 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 ISLAMABAD 005235 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 09/19/201: 
CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 TALLINN 000294 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/27/2016 T/ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALKATHMANDU 000835 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PTER, AS 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 DILI 000144 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EAP/MTS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGO 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALDAMASCUS 001393 SIPDIS SIPDIS NEA/ELA NSC - EABRAMS/MSINGH TREASURY 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 09 TOKYO 001653 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR E, Ρ, EB, EAP/J, EAP/P, EAP/PD, PA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SEOUL 001031 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS NSC FOR CHA CORRECTED COPY -PARA1A 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL DAKAR 000766 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR AF/W, AF/RSA, S/WCI AND DRL/PHD E.C 
SECRET SEOUL 001033 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04/21/2014 TAGS: PREL, PARM, KS SUBJEC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSEOUL 001034 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC FOR CHA Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: AFTER KOREAN R 
CONFIDENTIALKATHMANDU 000836 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCA/INS, PRM E.O. 12958: DECL: 0 
CONFIDENTIALVATICAN 000053 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/WE LARREA, DRL/IRF MATES AND 


UNCLAS ABUJA 000706 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR A/S FRAZER, AF/SPG, D, INR, P/M, 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 BAKU 000478 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/CARC; G/TIP E.O. 1 


UNCLAS CAIRO 001925 SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA, EB, H STATE PLEASE PASS USTR (ESAUMS) E.O. 12958 
CONFIDENTIALTOKYO 001654 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PREL, O 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK 001889 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2016 


Column 10 
CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 TOKYO 001655 SIPDIS SIPDIS PASS USDA FOR U/S PENN Ε.Ο. 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION 01 OF 04 BAGHDAD 001024 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2026 TAGS: PR 


Column 10 


UNCLAS KIGALI 000291 SIPDIS DEPT FOR AF/C AND DRL DEPT PASS TO MCC SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 1 


Column 10 


UNCLAS DAMASCUS 001398 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS NEA/ELA NSC - EABRAMS/MSINGH TREASURY F 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALABU DHABI 001227 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/ARPI, EB/TPP/BTA STATE PASS 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBAGHDAD 001025 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PHUN 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 04 COLOMBO 000495 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/27/2016 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 NEW DELHI 002131 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/201 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 MASERU 000158 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR AF/S Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 3 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL REYKJAVIK 000107 SIPDIS SIPDIS OSLO FOR DATT AND ΟΡΟ Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 0 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PHNOM PENH 000598 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS; GENI 
UNCLAS SANAA 000884 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AMGT, OTRA, ΕΝΙΝ, ΟΡΙΟ SUBJECT: COUN" 
UNCLAS SANAA 000885 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AMGT, ASEC, KFRD, OTRA, PTER SUBJECT 
CONFIDENTIALKATHMANDU 000833 SIPDIS NOTE BY CIB: DO NOT/NOT PROGESS, GIVE TO EAO 


Column 10 


UNCLAS AMMAN 002273 SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/ARN, NEA/PA, NEA/AIA, INR/NESA, R/MR, I/GNEA, B/BXN 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 MINSK 000348 SIPDIS KIEV ALSO FOR USAID SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 BOGOTA 002804 SIPDIS STATE PASS TO USTR USDOC FOR USITC/LMSCHLI 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION 01 OF 03 BOGOTA 002858 SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/23/2016 TAGS: PGOV, ΡΗΟΝ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALLIMA 001220 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR WHA/AND, G FOR LAURA LEDERER, DRL FOR Ll£ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBRUSSELS 001075 SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PREL, PTER, PHUM 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 BELGRADE 000499 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: MAR 28, 2 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALAIT TAIPEI 001071 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/RSP/TC, STATE PASS USTR FO 
UNCLAS BANJUL 000191 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR AF/W, AF/EPS, EB/TRA/OTP FAA FOR Al/ 


Column 10 


UNCLAS NEW DELHI 002138 SIPDIS CORRECTED COP Y- PARAGRAPH NUMBERING (PARA 5) SIF 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL TASHKENT 000611 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCA/CEN Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/28/20 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 05 BUENOS AIRES 000727 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: EC: 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION ΟἹ OF 09 ΤΕΙ AVIV 001216 SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA, NEA/IPA, NEA/PPD WHITE HOUSE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 ASTANA 000022 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCA/CEN (J. MUDGE), 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 ISLAMABAD 005307 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 09/19/201 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALANKARA 001666 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PREL, PHUM, ( 


UNCLAS OTTAWA 000902 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS PASS USTR FOR MELLE, MENDENHALL, CHANDLE! 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PARIS 002027 SIPDIS DEPT FOR INR/R/MR; IIP/RW; IIP/RNY; BBG/VOA; IIP/W 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALASHGABAT 000326 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCAA/S BOUCHER E.O. 12958: DECI 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 ANKARA 001668 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR EUR/SE Ε.ί 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 PRISTINA 000280 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR DRL, INL, EUR/SCE 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ADANA 000060 SIPDIS SENSITIVE NOT FOR INTERNET DISTRIBUTION E.O. 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 KUWAIT 001095 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR NEA/ARP, INL/HSTC, G/TIP, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 MOSCOW 003190 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/24/2016 ' 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 ANKARA 001676 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR INR/R/MR, EUR/SE, EUR, 


Column 10 


UNCLAS NDJAMENA 000462 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR AF, AF/C, INR, DRL, DS/IP/AF, 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BRASILIA 000613 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE PASS TO DHHS/NIH/FIC FOR KEVIN BIALY Ε.Ο. 12958: N 


Column 10 


UNCLAS JERUSALEM 001283 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS NEA FOR FRONT OFFICE; NEA/IPA FOR WILLIAN 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALLAPAZ 000868 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/17/2016 TAGS: ECON, PGOV, P 


UNCLAS LA PAZ 000869 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/AND TREASURY FOR SGOOCH ENE 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION 01 OF 03 MANAMA 000530 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR T, NEA/ARP Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/2€ 
UNCLAS LA PAZ 000870 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EB/TRA JHORWITZ AND EB/TRA/OTP BMF 
UNCLAS LILONGWE 000286 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE STATE FOR AF/S GABRIELLE MALLORY STATE FC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 KIEV 001241 SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PREL, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 JEDDAH 000250 SIPDIS SIPDIS RIYADH, PLEASE PASS TO DHA 


Column 10 


SECRET RIYADH 002146 Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/27/2016 TAGS: MARR, MASS, MOPS, MCAP, PREL, PTE! 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 MOSCOW 003202 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 ' 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 BUDAPEST 000644 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR EUR/NCE 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL DOHA 000480 SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2016 TAGS: PREL, ECON, ETRD, EFIN 
CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 000710 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR D, DRLAND WHA/CEN E.O. * 


CONFIDENTIALRABAT 000557 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/MAG, EUR; PARIS FOR DEA Ε.Ο. 12 


Column 10 


SECRET BRUSSELS 001083 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PREL, PTER, BE, TU € 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 KHARTOUM 000791 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR D, AF/FO, AF/SPC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PRISTINA 000282 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR DRL, INL, EUR/SCE, / 
CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 BEIRUT 000997 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC FOR WERNER/DORAN/ABF 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 MINSK 000358 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALNDJAMENA 000463 SIPDIS SIPDIS PARIS AND LONDON FOR AFRICA WATCHER AL 


Column 10 


UNCLAS NAIROBI 001393 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, MAAR, PHSA, SO, KE S 
CONFIDENTIALRABAT 000558 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/MAG, INL, DRL Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 0 


Column 10 


UNCLAS JERUSALEM 001286 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS NEA FOR FRONT OFFICE; NEA/IPA FOR WILLIAN 


Column 10 


UNCLAS GEORGETOWN 000292 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: ECPS, EINT, ECON, G\ 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 GEORGETOWN 000293 SIPDIS SANTO DOMINGO FOR FCS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A 
UNCLAS BERN 000688 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE STATE FOR EUR/UMB, EUR/AGS, DRL E.O. 12958: N/A 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 04 NICOSIA 000476 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2016 T/ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALJERUSALEM 001287 SIPDIS SIPDIS NEA FOR FRONT OFFICE AND IPA; NSC FORA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 GEORGETOWN 000294 SIPDIS BRASILIA FOR ESTH HUB - JAMES STORY SI 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 KIEV 001243 SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PGOV, 
UNCLAS BELIZE 000289 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR WHA/CEN - JASON MACK Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 NAPLES 000102 SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: IT, PGOV, ECON, ITALY ΝΑΤΙΟΙ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 ALGIERS 000565 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 T 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 KIEV 001245 SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, PHUM, KDEM, OSCE, Elect 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALROME 000956 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2016 TAGS: PREL, PHUM, CV 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 ΟΕ 03 KIEV 001247 SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, PHUM, KDEM, OSCE, Elect 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PARIS 002046 SIPDIS SIPDIS PASS FEDERAL RESERVE PASS CEA STATE FC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS CARACAS 000854 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS HQ SOUTHCOM ALSO FOR POLAD TREASURY FO 


Column 10 


UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000623 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, PHUM, UN, LG SUBJECT: 
UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000624 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, PHUM, UN, PO SUBJECT 
UNCLAS ALGIERS 000570 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: EINV, BEXP, ELTN, ETRD, AG 
UNCLAS BANJUL 000193 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, PREL, PHUM, GA SUBJI 
UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000625 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PHUM, EAID, KUNR, KPKO, ECC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALRABAT 000561 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR NEA/MAG, ΙΟ; GENEVA FOR RMA E.O. 12 


Column 10 


UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000627 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, SOCI, PHUM, UN, CM SU 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 SAO PAULO 000348 SIPDIS NSC FOR CRONIN DEPT ALSO FOR WHA/PDA, D 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALLIMA 001229 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PINR, PES 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PARIS 002048 SIPDIS DEPT ALSO FOR EUR/WE, DRL/IL, INR/EUC, EUR/ERA, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 SUVA 000123 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSAN SALVADOR 000849 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2026 TAGS: PREL € 
CONFIDENTIALMONTEVIDEO 000306 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR WHA/AS SHANNON AND EB/AS W 


Column 10 


SECRETLIMA 001233 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/17/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PINR, ΡΕ SUBJECT: Y 


Column 10 


UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000638 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, GR, PHUM, UN SUBJECT 
UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 000850 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR INL/C/CJ EMBASSIES FOR ILEA LIAISON E.C 
UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 000851 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR INL/C/CJ EMBASSIES FOR ILEA LIAISON E.C 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 MEXICO 001656 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/MEX, WHA/EPSC STATE P/ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSAN SALVADOR 000853 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2016 TAGS: ENRG, 


Column 10 


SECRET OTTAWA 000907 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: EFIN, KTFN, PTER, PREI 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 SEOUL 001035 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, CVIS 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 10 TOKYO 001662 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR E, Ρ, EB, EAP/J, EAP/P, EAP/PD, PA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BANGKOK 001893 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/BCLTV, L/EAP, L/PM, PM/ISO, INR AND DRL PA 
UNCLAS BANGKOK 001894 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/BCLTV, L/EAP, L/PM, PM/ISO, INR AND DRL PA 
UNCLAS BANGKOK 001895 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/BCLTV, L/EAP, L/PM, PM/ISO, INR AND DRL PA 
UNCLAS BANGKOK 001896 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/BCLTV, L/EAP, L/PM, PM/ISO, INR AND DRL PA 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 BAKU 000479 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT PLEASE PASS DEBORAH RODRIGUEZ E 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 DILI 000147 SIPDIS SENSITIVE DEPT FOR EAP/MTS NSC FOR HOLLY MORR! 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 KABUL 001428 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SA/FO, S/CT, SA/A NS( 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 TEL AVIV 001218 SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, PGOV, KDEM, PINR, IS, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALROME 000957 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2016 TAGS: PREL, IZ, SU, IT! 
CONFIDENTIALBEIRUT 001001 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC FOR ABRAMS/DORAN/WERNER/SINGH Ε.Ο. 1 


Column 10 


UNCLAS TOKYO 001679 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR Ι/ΗΕ, PA/PR/FPC/W, IIP/G/EA, EAP/PD, R/MR, EAP/J, E 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION ΟἹ OF 03 TEL AVIV 001220 SIPDIS COMMERCE FOR UNDER SECRETARY DAVID MC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS ADANA 000062 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, PHUM, PREL, TU SUBJE 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 VIENTIANE 000298 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR EAP/MLA 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 TOKYO 001684 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2021 ΤΑΙ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 TOKYO 001685 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2021 ΤΑΙ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALMINSK 000359 SIPDIS KIEV FOR USAID SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 09 TOKYO 001689 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR E, Ρ, EB, EAP/J, EAP/P, EAP/PD, PA 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSEOUL 001050 SIPDIS CORRECTED COPY - PARA MARKING CORRVD SIPD 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 TOKYO 001691 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT PLEASE PASS AUSTR CUTL 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 BAKU 000480 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR S/P DIRECTOR KRASNI 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 TOKYO 001692 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT PLEASE PASS AUSTR CUTL 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SKOPJE 000289 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/SCE, DRL/IRF, AND DRL/CRA Ε.Ο. 1: 


Column 10 


UNCLAS PHNOM PENH 000600 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS; GENEVA FOR RMA E.O. 
SECRET TAIPEI 001084 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/TC AND ISN/MTR Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/202 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 TOKYO 001693 SIPDIS DEPT FOR AIAG AMBASSADOR LANGE DEPT FOR OE 


Mie and 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 KUWAIT 001096 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS FOR NEA/ARP, INL/HSTC, G/TIP, Z 


Column 10 


UNCLAS TAIPEI 001089 SIPDIS DEPT PASS AIT/W DEPT FOR EAP/RSP/TC STATE ALSO PASS USTR SIPD 
UNCLAS AIT TAIPEI 001090 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT PASS AIT/W, USTR, AND FMC DEPT FOR EAP/RSP/TC Al 
UNCLAS BEIJING 005919 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PHUM, MARR, MASS, PREL, BG SUBJECT 


UNCLAS NDJAMENA 000467 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR AF, AF/C, INR, DRL, DS/IP/AF, 


Column 10 


UNCLAS DAMASCUS 001430 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR PA, NEA/ARN, INR/IC/CD, INR/S:STHIBEA 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALTUNIS 000750 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/MAG - LAWRENCE, NEA/FO, NEA/PI 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 GUANGZHOU 009084 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/CM STATE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS PRISTINA 000283 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: OTRA, ASEC, AMGT, PREL, UK, AU, GR, ‘ 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 DHAKA 001740 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: ELAB, ΕΤΗΓ 


Column 10 


UNCLAS DHAKA 001743 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: ELAB, ETRD, PGOV, BG SUBJE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 THE HAGUE 000678 SIPDIS SIPDIS FRANKFURT FOR IRS ATTACHE STATE F 
UNCLAS CHIANG ΜΑΙ 000058 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: CAS! 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 THE HAGUE 000679 SIPDIS SIPDIS FRANKFURT FOR IRS ATTACHE STATE F 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 RANGOON 000437 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS; PACOM 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BANGKOK 001916 SIPDIS SIPDIS GENEVA FOR RMA E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREF, TH SUBJECT 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 VIENTIANE 000302 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR EAP/MLS 


Column 10 


UNCLAS LILONGWE 000291 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR S/GAC, AF/S STATE PLEASE PASS HHS FOR STE 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 BEIJING 005965 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, ECON, PHUM, F 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PHNOM PENH 000602 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: ΕΙ ΑΙ 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ADANA 000063 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, PINS, PGOV, PHL 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 TAIPEI 001096 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAG 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 THE HAGUE 000681 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR NASA/GSFC - TAMMY POSEY Ε.Ο. 1 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 MANILA 001452 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EAP/MTS, DRL/CRA, DRL/IL E.O. 1 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBANGKOK 001918 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PHUN 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 THE HAGUE 000682 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR NASA/GSFC - TAMMY POSEY Ε.Ο. 1 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 04 BEIJING 005967 SIPDIS NOFORN SIPDIS USDOC FOR OFFICE ( 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 04 MOSCOW 003218 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 09/20/2014 ` 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 THE HAGUE 000683 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR NASA/GSFC - TAMMY POSEY Ε.Ο. 1 
CONFIDENTIALNEW DELHI 002151 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR: P, IO, SCA, PRM, WHA Ε.Ο 


CONFIDENTIALKINSHASA 000504 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAGS: PGOV, KDEN 


Column 10 


UNCLAS DUBLIN 000332 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AGAO, OTRA, El SUBJECT: COUNTRY CLE 
UNCLAS VIENNA 000940 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EUR, EUR/AGS, EUR/SE, EUR/ERA, AND | 
CONFIDENTIALKINSHASA 000505 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAGS: PGOV, KDEN 


UNCLAS PARIS 002059 SIPDIS STATE FOR EB/CIP/MA Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: ECPS, ETRD, FR SUBJECT: | 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 PARIS 002060 SIPDIS DEPT FOR INR/R/MR; IIP/RW; IIP/RNY; BBG/VOA; IIP/W 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SOFIA 000465 SIPDIS STATE FOR IO/PSC/LIZ PARKER SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS 


Column 10 


UNCLAS KABUL 001439 SIPDIS SIPDIS PLEASE PASS TO BUREAU OF SOUTH AND CENTRAL ASIAN AFFZ 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 05 KABUL 001440 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SA/FO AMBASSADOR 


Column 10 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 BISHKEK 000435 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 T 


Column 10 


UNCLAS VIENNA 000941 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR OES/PCI (LLEWIS) AND EUR/AGS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: SI 


Column 10 


UNCLAS VIENNA 000942 SIPDIS STATE FOR EBB/TPP/IPE (BEATRICE SOILA) AND EUR/AGS STATE PASS 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 DUSHANBE 000575 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR SCA/CEN, EUR, DRL E.O. 12£ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 NEW DELHI 002167 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/201: 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION ΟἹ OF 07 ΤΕΙ AVIV 001236 SIPDIS STATE FOR ΝΕΑ, NEA/IPA, NEA/PPD WHITE HOUSE 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBAGHDAD 001040 SIPDIS SIPDIS CODEL E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: MOF 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 BEIRUT 001010 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC FOR ABRAMS/DORAN/WERNER/SINGH 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BISHKEK 000436 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, KCRM, KCOR, PREL, k 
CONFIDENTIALLIBREVILLE 000196 SIPDIS SIPDIS LONDON AND PARIS FOR AFRICA WATCHERSL 
CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 BEIJING 005972 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 T/ 


Column 10 


UNCLAS KATHMANDU 000843 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCA/INS, EB/CIP/MA (FWILLIAMS) Ε.Ο. 12958: N 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 COLOMBO 000508 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR SCA, SC/ 


Column 10 


UNCLAS AMMAN 002302 SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/ARN, NEA/PA, NEA/AIA, INR/NESA, R/MR, I/GNEA, Β/ΒΧΝ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 04 DUSHANBE 000576 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 3/30/201€ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL VATICAN 000054 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/WE LARREA; DRL/IRF KELLY AND 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 BRIDGETOWN 000553 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS SOUTHCOM ALSO FOR PO 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 NEW DELHI 002171 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS L FOR SPOMPER AND MGUIL 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALANKARA 001697 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/21/2016 TAGS: PREL, MARR, | 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBRIDGETOWN 000554 SIPDIS SIPDIS SOUTHCOM ALSO FOR POLAD E.O. 12958: I 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL VATICAN 000055 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/WE LARREA Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 3, 


Column 10 


SECRETISLAMABAD 005357 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAGS: PK, PREL, PTER, KTF 
UNCLAS ISLAMABAD 005358 SIPDIS SIPDIS SECDEF FOR DSCA E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: MASS, PK, TU SL 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 NEW DELHI 002172 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR INL/PC CHRISTINE 
UNCLAS TUNIS 000753 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR NEA/MAG (GERMAIN, LAWRENCE), NEA/PD (SMITH, AC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 KIEV 001258 SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, PREL, KDEM, Elections SUE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BRIDGETOWN 000557 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR WHA/CAR DEPT PASS ΤΟ EPA/OIA PTEEL Ε.Ο 


Column 10 
UNCLAS DUSHANBE 000577 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR SCA/CEN Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, ECON, E 
UNCLAS BRUSSELS 001095 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE STATE FOR EB/ESC, EUR/ERA AND EUR/UBI TREA 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALYEREVAN 000458 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/SNEC, EUR/CARC Ε.Ο. 12958: DE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS TEGUCIGALPA 000620 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR DRL/IL, EB/TPP, WHA/PPC, AND WHA/CEN ST, 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 06 PARIS 002067 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAG 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALOSLO 000396 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR EUR/NB, OES/OA, L, AND EB/ESC, 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 05 KHARTOUM 000796 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR AF/SPG DEPT PLS PASS USAI 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ISTANBUL 000476 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS TREASURY FOR INTERNATION 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 THE HAGUE 000685 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, 


Column 10 
SECRET SECTION 01 OF 02 PARIS 002069 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PTER, F 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SOFIA 000468 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, KJUS, KCRM, EU, IZ, BU š 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 NEW DELHI 002173 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/201: 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BEIRUT 001013 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR NEA/ELA, INL/RM, AND INL/AAE - RICHARI 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 MOSUL 000036 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 3/30/2016 TAC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALTALLINN 000299 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/27/2016 TAGS: ΝΑΤΟ, MARR, | 
UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000641 SIPDIS SIPDIS NAIROBI FOR PERMREP E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC 
UNCLAS TALLINN 000300 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, CASC, EU, RO, ΕΝ SUB 
CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 DAMASCUS 001433 SIPDIS SIPDIS PARIS FOR ZEYA, LONDON 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 MADRID 000766 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PTER, PG( 


Column 10 


UNCLAS TUNIS 000755 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR NEA/MAG (GERMAIN, LAWRENCE), NEA/PD (SMITH, AC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS PRISTINA 000285 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR DRL, INL, EUR/SCE NSC FOR BRAUN U: 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ANKARA 001705 SIPDIS USDOC FOR 4212/ITA/MAC/CPD/CRUSNAK DOE FOF 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 MOSUL 000037 SIPDIS SIPDIS JUSTICE FOR: CARL ALEXANDR 


Column 10 


SECRETAMMAN 002322 SIPDIS NOFORN SIPDIS S/CT FORWORMAN AND HAWTHORNE NEA FOR Ol 
UNCLAS BRATISLAVA 000252 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, CASC, EU, RO, LO: 


UNCLAS TALLINN 000302 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR PM/ISO, EUR/ERA, EUR/RPM, EUR/NB D 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 KHARTOUM 000797 SIPDIS AIDAC SIPDIS STATE FOR D, AF/SPG, PRM, AND 
CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 04 KIEV 001261 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAGS 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 DUBLIN 000334 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: EAID, EFIN 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL DUBLIN 000335 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 01/31/2015 TAGS: ETRD, KIPR, El 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 KHARTOUM 000798 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR AF/SPG DEPT PLS PASS USAI 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 GEORGETOWN 000295 SIPDIS SANTO DOMINGO FOR FCS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A 
UNCLAS GEORGETOWN 000296 SIPDIS SANTO DOMINGO FOR FCS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: BEXP, BTIO, 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 BUDAPEST 000656 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR EUR/NCE 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBRUSSELS 001098 SIPDIS SIPDIS EUR/UBI: E.FALLS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 
SECRET SECTION 01 OF 02 GEORGETOWN 000297 SIPDIS NOFORN DS/IP/WHA Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 0 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALLIBREVILLE 000200 SIPDIS SIPDIS LONDON AND PARIS FOR AFRICA WATCHERS ł 


Column 10 


UNCLAS PARIS 002081 SIPDIS FROM USMISSION UNESCO PARIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: SCUL, FR, UNE 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 ABIDJAN 000332 SIPDIS SIPDIS KINSHASA PASS TO BRAZZAVII 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALLIMA 001240 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR NEA/IPA Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/26/2016 TAG: 
UNCLAS MEXICO 001665 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/MEX, WHA/EPSC STATE PASS USAID FOR RO 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 MANAGUA 000711 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR WHA/CEN E.O. 12 


Column 10 
UNCLAS KINGSTON 000633 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/CAR (WBENT), WHA/EPSC (JSL 


Column 10 


UNCLAS KINGSTON 000634 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/CAR (WBENT), WHA/EPSC (JSLATTERY) S 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 002083 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAGS: PREL, PHUM, KP 
UNCLAS DUBLIN 000338 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: ECPS, AORC, El SUBJECT: IRELAND ESPC 
UNCLAS KINSHASA 000509 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PHUM, PREF, PGOV, CG SUBJECT: IDP! 


Column 10 


UNCLAS TEGUCIGALPA 000621 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR PM/RSAT, PM/PPA, L/PM, L/T, WHA 
CONFIDENTIALJERUSALEM 001318 SIPDIS SIPDIS NEA FOR FRONT OFFICE; NEA/IPA FOR WILLIA 
CONFIDENTIALJERUSALEM 001319 SIPDIS SIPDIS NEA FOR FRONT OFFICE, NSC FOR ABRAMS/L 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ADANA 000064 SIPDIS SENSITIVE NOT FOR INTERNET DISTRIBUTION SIPDI 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ABU DHABI 001232 SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/ARP; NEA/PPD; NEA/RA; INR/R/M 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALRABAT 000565 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/MAG, NEA/PI, INR Ε.Ο. 12958: DECI 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 001290 DEPT FOR P, AF, AF/S AND NEA/IPA NSC FOR AFRICA DIRECTO! 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION 01 OF 02 LAPAZ 000886 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/17/2016 TAGS: ECON, 


Column 10 


SECRET DUBLIN 000342 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 10/27/2014 TAGS: EFIN, KTFN, PTER, PREL, 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 PARIS 002086 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 01/01/2016 TAG 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 CARACAS 000872 SIPDIS SIPDIS HQSOUTHCOM ALSO FOR PC 


CONFIDENTIALRABAT 000567 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/MAG, DRL Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/27, 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION 01 OF 02 AMMAN 002325 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2026 TAGS: PREL, 


Column 10 
UNCLAS AMMAN 002326 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE PASS USAID FOR GLOBAL HEALTH/K HILL, DCARROLL Us 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 CARACAS 000874 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2021 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION ΟΙ OF 02 BANJUL 000194 SIPDIS SIPDIS DAKAR PASS RAO, ΡΑΟ,ΑΝΡ Ol 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SANTIAGO 000664 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR IIP/G/WHA, INR/R/MR, WHA/BSC, WHA/PDA STAT 


UNCLAS PARIS 002095 SIPDIS DEPT ALSO FOR EUR/WE, DRL/IL, INR/EUC, EUR/ERA, EUR/PPD, AND EB 


Column 10 


UNCLAS GEORGETOWN 000298 SIPDIS L/LEI WHA/CAR DOJ FOR OIA PORT OF SPAIN FOR A/LEGATT C/ 


UNCLAS BRASILIA 000628 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE PASS TO USTR FOR MSULLIVAN/KLEZNY NS 
UNCLAS GEORGETOWN 000299 SIPDIS STATE PASS USTR SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: ETRD, PREL, | 
UNCLAS LA PAZ 000890 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/AND TREASURY FOR SGOOCH ENE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BUENOS AIRES 000737 SIPDIS STATE FOR INR/R/MR, I/GWHA, WHA, WHA/PDA, WHA/BSC, WH/ 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BUENOS AIRES 000738 SIPDIS STATE FOR INR/R/MR, I/GWHA, WHA, WHA/PDA, WHA/BSC, WHA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS GEORGETOWN 000300 SIPDIS SIPDIS PORT OF SPAIN ALSO FOR DEA Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: Š 


UNCLAS LA PAZ 000901 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS NSC FOR D. FISK, USSOUTHCOM FOR POLAD WHA/£ 


Column 10 


UNCLAS LA PAZ 000902 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EB/TRA JHORWITZ AND EB/TRA/OTP BM/ 


UNCLAS CARACAS 000879 SIPDIS ****** PLEASE ZFR CARACAS 879 CABLE RESENT UNDER DIFFERENT 
CONFIDENTIALLIMA 001247 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/20/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PINR, ETRI 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 USUN NEW YORK 000642 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/ 


UNCLAS ASUNCION 000348 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA STATE PASS TO USAID LAC/AA NSC FOR SI 


Column 10 


UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000643 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, PGOV, UNSC SUBJECT: L 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALTEGUCIGALPA 000622 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR S, D, P, E, WHA, AND EB STATE F 


Column 10 


UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000644 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, PGOV, UNSC, LE SUBJEC 
CONFIDENTIAL MANAGUA 000715 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR WHA/CEN Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSAN JOSE 000705 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR IO/UNP BHARRIS WHA/PPC RYONEOKA WH 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 TEGUCIGALPA 000623 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EB/ESC, ΜΗ, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSAN JOSE 000706 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/08/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PINR, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSAN JOSE 000707 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PGOV, ΕΤΗΓ 


Column 10 


UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000645 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, PGOV, KPKO, UNSC, HA: 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 05 NAHA 000079 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: MARR, PREL 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 ΟΕ 11 ΤΟΚΥΟ 001705 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR E, P, EB, EAP/J, EAP/P, EAP/PD, PA 


Column 10 


SECRETISLAMABAD 005381 SIPDIS SIPDIS KABUL - PLEASE PASS TO CFC-A Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION 01 OF 03 ISLAMABAD 005382 SIPDIS SIPDIS KABUL - PLEASE PASS TO CFC-A DEP 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALDAR ES SALAAM 000551 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR AF/E B YODER AND C PELT, AF; 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALAIT TAIPEI 001115 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE PASS USTR STATE FOR ΕΑΡ/ΤΟ, USTR FC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 BUDAPEST 000658 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE PASS EUR/NCE MICHE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 SINGAPORE 001044 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PTER, 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 BRATISLAVA 000254 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE FOR EUR/NCE, G/TIP MHALL 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALMINSK 000364 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 02/15/2016 TAGS: ECON, EPET, PR 
UNCLAS ΤΟΚΥΟ 001734 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, JA SUBJECT: DPJ LEAD 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 MINSK 000365 SIPDIS DEPT FOR DS/EUR/EX, DS/IP/EUR, EUR/E 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 MASERU 000162 SIPDIS AIDAC SIPDIS TAGS: EFIN, EINV, EAID, ECON, PGO' 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 TOKYO 001735 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2031 TA! 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 06 ULAANBAATAR 000232 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PHL 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 MAPUTO 000396 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS AF/S - HTREGER EB/IFD/OIA STA 
CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 KIRKUK 000073 SIPDIS SIPDIS BAGHDAD FOR POL, ORA, POLI 


Column 10 


UNCLAS PRISTINA 000286 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: ASEC, OTRA, AU, GR, SE, AL, ΝΑΤΟ, EU: 
UNCLAS NAIROBI 001434 SIPDIS SIPDIS AF/RSA Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: KDEM, KWMN, PHUM, SOCI, KE: 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 SINGAPORE 001047 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/201 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 THE HAGUE 000688 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: OTRA, ASEC, NLS 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 HANOI 000736 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS Ε.Ο. 12958: | 


Column 10 


UNCLAS VIENTIANE 000306 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR EAP/MLS, INR/B Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: P. 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 MOSCOW 003333 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 ` 


Column 10 


UNCLAS AIT TAIPEI 001120 SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR INR/R/MR, EAP/TC, EAP/PA, EAP/PD - ERIC BARBC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS AIT TAIPEI 001122 SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR INR/R, EAP/TC, EAP/PA, EAP/PD - ERIC BARBORIA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 10 TOKYO 001742 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR E, Ρ, EB, EAP/J, EAP/P, EAP/PD, PA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 HANOI 000739 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS, DRL E.O. 12 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 04 MOSCOW 003335 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 ` 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 04 VIENTIANE 000307 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EAP/MLAAND EB 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 DILI 000152 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR EAP/MTS E.O. 12958: N/A 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 ADANA 000065 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, PINS, PGOV, ΡΗΙ 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 NAIROBI 001438 SIPDIS AIDAC AID/DCHA FOR WGARVELINK, LROGERS DC 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 ALMATY 001144 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR SCA/CEN (JMUDGE), 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 LILONGWE 000294 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR AF/S STATE FOR E 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ABUJA 000722 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS EMBASSY MEXICO PASS TO D; DE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 CHIANG MAI 000059 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED Ε.Ο. 12: 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PRETORIA 001299 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS EB/ESC/TFS (DBROWN), S/CT 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 MADRID 000779 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR EUR A/S FRIED AND DAS Y 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 HONG KONG 001362 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EAP AND EAP/C 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 04 NDJAMENA 000482 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK 001945 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 MOSCOW 003345 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/24/2016 ` 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALKIRKUK 000074 SIPDIS SIPDIS BAGHDAD FOR POL, NCT, PAO E.O. 12958: DECL: 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 000780 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC FOR JUDY ANSLEY E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 BRASILIA 000631 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS EB/TRA FOR JEFF HORWITZ US 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 BEIJING 006074 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, ECON, EAID, El 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 RANGOON 000445 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS Ε.Ο. 12 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 TAIPEI 001139 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAG 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION ΟἹ OF 08 ΤΕΙ AVIV 001261 SIPDIS STATE FOR ΝΕΑ, NEA/IPA, NEA/PPD WHITE HOUSE 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 BASRAH 000043 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 3/31/2016 TA 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 BANGKOK 001946 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 


Column 10 
CONFIDENTIALBANGKOK 001947 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PHUN 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 RANGOON 000446 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS; PACON 


CONFIDENTIALKATHMANDU 000863 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SA/INS, DRL E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALAIT TAIPEI 001140 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/RSP/TC, STATE PASS USTR FOF 


Column 10 
SECRET SECTION 01 OF 02 RANGOON 000447 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS; PACOM FOR ΕΡΑ 


Column 10 


UNCLAS OSLO 000398 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/ERA ALESSANDRO NARDI, EUR/PGI LONNI REASC 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 NAIROBI 001439 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR AF/E, AF/EPS, EB/IFI 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 MOSUL 000038 SIPDIS SIPDIS JUSTICE FOR: CARL ALEXANDRI 
CONFIDENTIALCHIANG MAI 000060 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 3/31/2016 TAGS: PGOV, TH: 


CONFIDENTIALTHE HAGUE 000690 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2016 TAGS: PREL, MAF 


Column 10 


SECRET NEW DELHI 002216 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/26/2015 TAGS: ΕΕΙΝ, KTFN, PTER, P 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 MOSCOW 003356 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/21/2016 ' 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 MASERU 000164 SIPDIS SIPDIS RANGOON FOR PATRICK MURPHY TAGS: F 


Column 10 


UNCLAS KINSHASA 000516 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, UNSC, LI, NI, KAWC, : 
CONFIDENTIAL VIENNA 000956 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR ISN, SA, EUR/PRM. EUR/PGI, EL 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION 01 OF 03 ABU DHABI 001233 SIPDIS SIPDIS NOFORN NSC FOR E. ABRAMS E.O. 1: 
CONFIDENTIALKATHMANDU 000866 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FORD, P, SCA Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/ 


UNCLAS KINSHASA 000517 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, SNAR, AORC, UN, CC 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 GABORONE 000453 SIPDIS SIPDIS AF/S FOR MUNCY Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALKATHMANDU 000867 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCA/INS, DRL Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 0: 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALOSLO 000399 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAGS: EFIN, PTER, PRE 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 PARIS 002100 SIPDIS DEPT FOR INR/R/MR; IIP/RW; IIP/RNY; BBG/VOA; IIP/W 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 SAO PAULO 000350 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC FOR CRONIN STATE PASS USTR FC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALMOSCOW 003362 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAGS: PREL, UNSC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALANKARA 001723 SIPDIS NSC FOR DAVID MERKEL E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TA 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 TAIPEI 001141 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAG 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALKATHMANDU 000869 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCA/INS NSC FOR RICHELSOPH E 


Column 10 


UNCLAS OSLO 000400 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS PARIS FOR OECD COMMERCE FOR 4212 MAC/EUR/OE 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 NEW DELHI 002226 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/201: 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 04 NEW DELHI 002227 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 02/22/2011 


Column 10 


UNCLAS OSLO 000401 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: MARR, ΜΟΑΡ, MOPS, PGOV, PINR, PINS, IZ, 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 CALCUTTA 000134 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, F 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 TASHKENT 000632 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCA/CEN Ε.Ο. 12 
UNCLAS ΤΗΕ HAGUE 000691 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR NASA/GSFC - TAMMY POSEY Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: O” 
UNCLAS RABAT 000574 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR OES/STAS BOB SENSENEY AND L/OES SUSAN BINIAZ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 TASHKENT 000633 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCA/CEN Ε.Ο. 12 
CONFIDENTIALMANAGUA 000720 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR WHA/CEN E.O. 12958: DECL 


Column 10 


UNCLAS ASUNCION 000349 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR WHA/BSC NAIROBI FOR MICHAEL FITZPATRICK SOUTH( 
UNCLAS ANKARA 001727 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, PREL, KPAL, IS, TU SUBJECT: TUR 
CONFIDENTIAL DUSHANBE 000582 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 3/30/2016 TAGS: PREL, PGO' 


SECRET SECTION ΟἹ OF 03 LA PAZ 000906 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/17/2016 TAGS: ECON, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 05 NEW DELHI 002229 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/201: 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 DUSHANBE 000583 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR SCA/CEN, EUR, EB E.O. 1295 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 MOSCOW 003388 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 ` 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 NEW DELHI 002230 SIPDIS NOFORN SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALMOSCOW 003389 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR IO/PSC:PARKER E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/20 
CONFIDENTIALCARACAS 000880 SIPDIS SIPDIS HQSOUTHCOM ALSO FOR POLAD DEPT PASS TC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 SKOPJE 000294 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EUR/SCE Ε.Ο. 1295ὲ 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION ΟἹ OF 05 TEL AVIV 001272 SIPDIS COMMERCE FOR UNDER SECRETARY DAVID MC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS TUNIS 000771 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/MAG - LAWRENCE, NEA/RA - MENARI 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION 01 OF 02 LAPAZ 000908 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/17/2016 TAGS: ECON, 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ANKARA 001741 SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/SE (MORRISON), EUR/PPD E.O. 129 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 ABIDJAN 000339 SIPDIS SIPDIS KINSHASA PASS TO BRAZZAVII 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 MINSK 000369 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAC 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 THE HAGUE 000693 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EPA/OIA - DMEDEARIS Ε.Ο. 

UNCLAS MANAGUA 000721 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR WHA/CEN Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: ΕΟΟΝ 
CONFIDENTIALWARSAW 000595 SIPDIS STATE EUR/NCE FOR DAVID KOSTELANCIK AND MICHAEI 
UNCLAS WARSAW 000597 SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/NCE DKOSTELANCIK AND MSESSUMS, DEPT FOR G, ( 
UNCLAS ADANA 000066 SIPDIS SENSITIVE NOT FOR INTERNET DISTRIBUTION SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A 1 
UNCLAS THE HAGUE 000694 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR NASA/GSFC - TAMMY POSEY Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: O” 
UNCLAS ΤΗΕ HAGUE 000695 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR NASA/GSFC - TAMMY POSEY Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: O` 
SECRET BERLIN 000889 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAGS: PTER, EFIN, KCRM, PINR 


Column 10 


UNCLAS JERUSALEM 001327 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS NEA FOR FRONT OFFICE; NEA/IPA FOR WILLIAN 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 08 NEW DELHI 002231 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS H PLEASE PASS TO SENATOF 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ANKARA 001742 SIPDIS DEPT FOR INL/RM AND EB/TPP/IPE DEPT PASS USTI 
UNCLAS ANKARA 001743 SIPDIS DEPT FOR INL/RM AND EB/TPP/IPE DEPT PASS USTR FOR JCHOE-GRO 
CONFIDENTIALTALLINN 000311 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: PREL, PGOV, N 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBELGRADE 000515 SIPDIS DEPT PASS EUR DAS DICARLO/SCE DIR ENGLISH AND 
CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 CARACAS 000882 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2021 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 MADRID 000787 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PTER, PGOV, SP SUB. 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BELGRADE 000517 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, KDEM, PREL, SR, XI SUBJECT: 


Column 10 


UNCLAS ANKARA 001744 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS USTR FOR JWEISS, LE 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALTHE HAGUE 000701 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAGS: PREL, KPA 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 BRATISLAVA 000256 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR DRL/IRF, NEA/A 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 KIRKUK 000075 SIPDIS SIPDIS BAGHDAD FOR POL, POLMIL, N! 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALLAGOS 000476 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE PASS DOE FOR DAS GPERSON AND CGAYS 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 KIRKUK 000076 SIPDIS SIPDIS BAGHDAD FOR POL, POLMIL, N! 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALROME 000979 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAGS: PREL, PHUM, KD 
CONFIDENTIALOSLO 000402 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAGS: PREL, ENRG, SE! 


UNCLAS JERUSALEM 001328 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS NEA FOR FRONT OFFICE; NEA/IPA FOR WILLIAN 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 BEIRUT 001024 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC FOR ABRAMS/DORAN/WEF 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALNOUAKCHOTT 000365 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR AF/W; AF/EPS (A. ADLER, J. ΠΑΕ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 VATICAN 000057 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 3/31/2016 T/ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBAGHDAD 001050 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PREL 


Column 10 


UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000649 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, CO, EC, FAO, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 KIEV 001282 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAGS 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ADANA 000067 SIPDIS SENSITIVE NOT FOR INTERNET DISTRIBUTION SIPC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 BERN 000716 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAG: 


Column 10 


UNCLAS PORT OF SPAIN 000405 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR WHA/CAR E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALOSLO 000403 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR L E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 T, 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 PRISTINA 000290 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR DRL, INL, EUR/SCE ^ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBUCHAREST 000559 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR IO/PSC - LIZ PARKER STATE ALSO 


UNCLAS PARIS 002127 SIPDIS DEPT ALSO FOR EUR/WE, DRL/IL, INR/EUC, EUR/ERA, EUR/PPD, AND EB 


Column 10 


UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000661 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, KUNR, UNGA/C-5 SUBJE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 PARIS 002130 SIPDIS FROM USMISSION UNESCO PARIS STATE FOR IO/UNE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 PARIS 002136 SIPDIS SENSITIVE BRUSSELS PASS USEU FOR AGMINCOUN: 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 002137 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/WE, NEA/I, IO/PSC-LIZ PARKER Ε.Ο. 


Column 10 


UNCLAS LA PAZ 000913 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EB/TRA JHORWITZ AND EB/TRA/OTP BM/ 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PARIS 002138 SIPDIS FROM USMISSION UNESCO E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PH 


Column 10 


UNCLAS PARAMARIBO 000191 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE DEPT FOR WHA/CAR LLUFTIG, INL/LP NBOZZ( 
UNCLAS LIMA 001257 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR INL/LP STATE FOR WHA/PPC ONDCP FOR L 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 SAO PAULO 000352 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EB/ESC/IEC/ENR AND ΕΒ/ΤΡΙ 
UNCLAS BOGOTA 002897 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: ECON, EFIN SUBJECT: COLOMBIAN BANI 
SECRET BUENOS AIRES 000746 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR INR/I E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAGS: PINR, | 
CONFIDENTIALMANAGUA 000725 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR WHA/CEN E.O. 12958: DECL 


Column 10 
CONFIDENTIALHILLAH 000053 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 3/31/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PREL, KL 


Column 10 


UNCLAS MONTEVIDEO 000309 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/BSC AND EB DEPT PASS USTR TREASU 


CONFIDENTIAL REYKJAVIK 000118 SIPDIS SIPDIS OSLO FOR DATT AND ODC Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 0 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALLIMA 001258 SIPDIS SIPDIS USTR FOR BHARMAN COMMERCE FOR 4331/MAC/WH 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PORT OF SPAIN 000406 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE DEPT FOR WHA/CAR, INL 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALQUITO 000809 SIPDIS SIPDIS PASS TO USTR BENNETT HARMAN Ε.Ο. 12958: DEC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS MANAGUA 000726 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR WHA/CEN AND ΙΟ Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: I 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 BUENOS AIRES 000748 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS SOUTHCOM FOR POLAD. 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 BRASILIA 000637 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS H-PASS STATE PASS TO USTR 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 12 BRASILIA 000639 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT PASS USAID TO LAC/RSD, LAC/SAM, | 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBOGOTA 002902 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PREL, | 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PORT OF SPAIN 000411 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE DEPT FOR WHA/CAR E.C 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 OTTAWA 000936 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 T, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSANTO DOMINGO 001099 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR IO/UNP-BHARRIS, WHA/PPC-F 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 MEXICO 001716 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/MEX, WHA/EPS 


Column 10 


UNCLAS QUITO 000817 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PHUM, EC SUBJECT: INDIGEN 
CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 000818 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 09/06/2014 TAGS: PREL, MARR, Sh 
UNCLAS BOGOTA 002936 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT PLEASE PASS TO USTR E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: ETRD, EC 
CONFIDENTIALMANAGUA 000728 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR WHA/CEN E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2( 


Column 10 


UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000668 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, KUNR, UNGA/C-5 SUBJE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SANAA 000887 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, ECON, EAID, YM SUBJECT: MARIB W 
UNCLAS KABUL 001461 SIPDIS SIPDIS PLEASE PASS ΤΟΗ Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AFIN, ASEC, AMGT, OF 
UNCLAS SANAA 000888 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AMGT, OTRA SUBJECT: COUNTRY CLEARA 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 09 TOKYO 001744 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR E, Ρ, EB, EAP/J, EAP/P, EAP/PD, PA 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 MOSUL 000039 SIPDIS SIPDIS JUSTICE FOR: CARL ALEXANDR 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 MOSUL 000040 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 4/1/2016 TAG: 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 04 DUBAI 001859 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 3/29/2016 TAG: 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBAGHDAD 001054 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/01/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PNAT, 
SECRET SECTION 01 OF 04 BAGHDAD 001055 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2016 TAGS: MC 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION 01 OF 02 BAGHDAD 001056 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2016 TAGS: PRI 
SECRET MUSCAT 000501 SIPDIS NOFORN DEPARTMENT FOR DS/IP/NEA, DS/IP/ITA, NEA/ARPI, AND N 
CONFIDENTIALALGIERS 000576 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/01/2016 TAGS: PTER, KDEM, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 KABUL 001478 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCA/FO, SCA/A, 5/01, 
UNCLAS BAKU 000494 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT PASS TO EUR/ACE COORDINATOR THOMAS C. ADAMS Ε.( 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 MUSCAT 000502 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE PASS USTR FOR DEP US” 
SECRET SECTION ΟἹ OF 02 DUBAI 001873 SIPDIS SIPDIS CORRECTED COPY - CLASSIFICATIC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBAGHDAD 001059 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/26/2016 TAGS: PINR, EPET, 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION 01 OF 02 MUSCAT 000503 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR T, NEA/ARPI THE HAGUE PAS 


Column 10 


UNCLAS KHARTOUM 000808 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR AF/SPG DEPT PLS PASS USAID FOR AFR/SUDAN 
UNCLAS DAMASCUS 001457 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR PA, NEA/ARN, INR/IC/CD, INR/S:STHIBEA 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 KUWAIT 001135 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR NEA/ARP Ε.Ο. 12958: DEC! 


Column 10 


SECRET KUWAIT 001138 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/ARP, EB FOR JSALOOM, TREASURY FOR UN 
CONFIDENTIALABU DHABI 001268 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAGS: PREL, MARI 
S E C R E T SANAA 000907 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04/01/2016 TAGS: PREL, PTER, KAWC, YM S 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 ΟΕ 06 KHARTOUM 000811 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR AF/SPG, NEA/RA, AND lO Ε.Ο 


Column 10 


UNCLAS DAMASCUS 001460 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR PA, NEA/ARN, INR/IC/CD, INR/S:STHIBE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS KHARTOUM 000813 SIPDIS DEPT FOR AF/SPG AND EB/IFD SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: EFIN, 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 KHARTOUM 000814 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, 


Column 10 


UNCLAS AMMAN 002358 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE PASS USAID FOR GLOBAL HEALTH/K HILL, D CARROLL U 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 JEDDAH 000257 SIPDIS SIPDIS RIYADH, PLEASE PASS TO DHA 


Column 10 


S E C R E T MANAMA 000541 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/ARP, S/WCI Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04/02/2016 T 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 10 TOKYO 001749 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR E, P, EB, EAP/J, EAP/P, EAP/PD, PA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 ALMATY 001153 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE DEPT FOR SCA/CEN (JMUDGE); 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 TOKYO 001757 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR l/RF, ΡΑ/ΡΗ/ΕΡΟΛΝ, IIP/G/EA, EAP, 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION 01 OF 03 SUVA 000133 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2031 TAGS: PINS, PC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS GUANGZHOU 009166 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/CM STATE PLEASE PASS NIH 


Column 10 


UNCLAS NAIROBI 001444 SIPDIS AIDAC SIPDIS STATE FOR AF/E, AF/EPS, AF/PD, EB, PRM/AF, IO AID FC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS NAIROBI 001445 SIPDIS AIDAC DEPT HHS WASHDC CDC ATLANTA GA USCENTCOM MACDILL A 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALLJUBLJANA 000202 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2016 TAGS: NATO, MAR 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PRETORIA 001313 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES F 


Column 10 


SECRETAIT TAIPEI 001142 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR OBO/OM/SHEM; OBO/OM/FAC; OBO/OM/AM/EAP 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ANKARA 001746 SIPDIS TREASURY FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS - CPLANT 
CONFIDENTIALWELLINGTON 000253 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/FO AND EAP/ANP PACOM FC 
SECRETISLAMABAD 005537 SIPDIS SIPDIS H FOR BFLECK H - PLEASE PASS TO HAGEL STAFFER RE 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION ΟἹ OF 02 TEL AVIV 001273 SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2016 TAGS: ECON, PTER 
SECRETANKARA 001748 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04/01/2026 TAGS: PREL, PTER, TU, CH SUE 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 LAGOS 000478 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE PASS DOE FOR GPERSOI 


Column 10 


UNCLAS TOKYO 001766 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PHUM, PREL, UNGA, UNHRC, J 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ALMATY 001161 SIPDIS STATE FOR CA/VO/CI (CLAMORA AND MDERKS) STA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 PRETORIA 001316 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR AF/S/MTABLER-STONE; AF/EPS 
UNCLAS KHARTOUM 000817 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: ECON, PREF, SOCI, PINR, SU SUBJEC 
CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 TAIPEI 001151 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/28/2016 TAG 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 HANOI 000748 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS, INL/AAE E.C 


Column 10 


SECRETALMATY 001162 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EUR/PRA, SCA/CEN (M. OVMARA, J. MUDGE), L/PI 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 06 TOKYO 001769 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR E, P, EB, EAP/J, EAP/P, EAP/PD, PA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS AIT TAIPEI 001152 SIPDIS SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED SIPDIS DEPT PASS ΤΟ USTR DEPT Ft 


Column 10 


UNCLAS AIT TAIPEI 001154 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE PLEASE PASS AIT/W AND USTR STATE FOR EAP/RSP/ 


Column 10 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 TAIPEI 001155 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE PASS USTR STATE FOR E/ 


Column 10 
UNCLAS AIT TAIPEI 001156 SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR ΙΝΗ/Η/ΜΗ, EAP/TC, EAP/PA, EAP/PD - ERIC BARBC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS ROME 000996 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE Ε.Ο. 12356: N/A TAGS: ECON, IT, ITALY NATIONAL ELEC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 ROME 000997 SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/27/2016 TAGS: PGO\ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALUSOSCE 000142 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAGS: OSCE, PINR, F 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 TAIPEI 001158 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR ΕΑΡ/ΤΟ Ε.Ο. 12958: L 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBEIRUT 001029 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC FOR ABRAMS/DORAN/SINGH/WERNER E.O. 1 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSEOUL 001089 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC FOR CHA AFTER KOREAN REUNIFICATION E. 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 VIENTIANE 000311 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR EAP/MLS 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SEOUL 001090 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, KS SUBJECT: POLITICAL POSTURIN 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 MINSK 000370 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, PHUM, ECON, BC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 RANGOON 000451 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS Ε.Ο. 12 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SANAA 000916 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS PLEASE PASS ΤΟ ΟΡΙΟ FOR SENIOR INVESTMENT © 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 RANGOON 000452 SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/MLS E.O. 12958: DE 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBANGKOK 001970 SIPDIS SIPDIS GENEVA FOR RMA E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 VIENTIANE 000312 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR EAP/MLS 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 04 BRUSSELS 001128 SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/CACEN AND EUR/ER 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 CALCUTTA 000137 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: EAID, El 


Column 10 


UNCLAS MUSCAT 000509 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR NEA/ARPI AND NEA/RA (CLAWSON) AMMAN 
UNCLAS MUSCAT 000510 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR NEA/ARPI AND ISN/ECC (V. PIKOULAS) AMM 
UNCLAS DUSHANBE 000587 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR SCA/CEN, PRM E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, PR 
CONFIDENTIALBASRAH 000044 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 4/3/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PREL, PII 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 HONG KONG 001383 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR EAP/CM AND E 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 BELGRADE 000521 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 000316 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR ΕΑΡ/ΜΙ 5, DRL, PRM, S Ε.Ο. 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 BELGRADE 000522 SIPDIS SENSITIVE E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, PGOV, E 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ABUJA 000729 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR AF, AF/SPG, D, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALCAIRO 002010 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC STAFF FOR SINGH E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/30/201 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SANTO DOMINGO 001100 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA, WHA/CAR, INR/IAA; NSC FOR FISK / 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION ΟἹ OF 03 PARIS 002152 SIPDIS DEPT FOR INR/R/MR; IIP/RW; IIP/RNY; BBG/VOA; IIP/W 


Column 10 


UNCLAS NAIROBI 001473 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS LONDON AND PARIS FOR AFRICA WATCHERS, PRE 
UNCLAS CHIANG MAI 000062 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, TH SUBJECT: THAKSINYS ΝΟΕ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALKATHMANDU 000883 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCA/INS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALKATHMANDU 000884 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR SCA/INS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2 


Column 10 


UNCLAS NDJAMENA 000487 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR AF, AF/C, INR, DRL, DS/IP/AF, 


Column 10 


UNCLAS ROME 000999 SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR OES/IHA (APALEY), EPA/ORD FOR JPWOOD Ε.Ο. 129: 


UNCLAS YEREVAN 000468 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/CARC, ISN/MNSA, VCI/NA DOD/ATE 
UNCLAS BUENOS AIRES 000753 SIPDIS SIPDIS WHA/BSC FOR DOUGLAS BARNES, H FOR CINDY CHAN 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 TAIPEI 001159 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2016 TAG 


Column 10 


UNCLAS COLOMBO 000528 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, CE SUBJECT: SRI LA 
UNCLAS AMMAN 002367 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR PM/WRA: DICK STICKLES Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: MA 
CONFIDENTIALBANGKOK 001971 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 02/01/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PHUN 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALCAIRO 002013 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC STAFF FOR SINGH E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/03/201 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 08 TEL AVIV 001295 SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA, NEA/IPA, NEA/PPD WHITE HOUSE 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 04 PRETORIA 001324 SIPDIS STATE FOR EB/TRASTOGI, OES/PCI/ESHAW STAT 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL YEREVAN 000473 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/CARC, DRL Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BUENOS AIRES 000754 SIPDIS STATE FOR INR/R/MR, I/GWHA, WHA, WHA/PDA, WHA/BSC, WHA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 BERN 000725 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE STATE FOR EUR/AGS E.O. 12958: | 


Column 10 


UNCLAS MUSCAT 000512 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR NEA/ARPI AND DRL (J. DEMARI£ 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ANKARA 001768 SIPDIS TREASURY FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS - CPLANT 


Column 10 


UNCLAS MASERU 000167 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, PREL, KDEM, LT SUBJECT: THE Al 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 VIENNA 000976 SIPDIS SIPDIS TREASURY FOR OCC/EILEEN SIEGEL TREAS 
CONFIDENTIALKUWAIT 001145 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR NEA/ARP, S/CPR; NSC FOR RAMCHAND E.O. * 
CONFIDENTIALKUWAIT 001146 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR NEA/ARP AND NEA/I; LONDON FOR TSOU E.C 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 07 NEW DELHI 002255 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS H PLEASE PASS TO SPEAKEF 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 001337 SIPDIS SIPDIS NEA FOR FRONT OFFICE, NSC FOR ABRAMS/L 
CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 BRUSSELS 001133 SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/CACEN Ε.Ο. 12958: | 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 ANKARA 001771 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR INR/R/MR, EUR/SE, EUR, 


Column 10 


UNCLAS KHARTOUM 000819 SIPDIS SIPDIS SENSITIVE E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, PREL, MARR, KPKC 
UNCLAS DUBLIN 000349 SIPDIS SIPDIS IO/PSC LIZ PARKER Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, KFIN, PGOV, IZ 
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ADANA 000068 SIPDIS SENSITIVE NOT FOR INTERNET DISTRIBUTION SIPD 
UNCLAS VATICAN 000059 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, PHUM, SOCI, VT, RW SUBJECT: HC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS ZAGREB 000435 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/SCE - ENGLISH, BELL Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PF 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALBAGHDAD 001086 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2016 TAGS: PGOV, KDEN 


Column 10 


UNCLAS DAMASCUS 001465 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR PA, NEA/ARN, INR/IC/CD, INR/S:STHIBE/ 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 001339 SIPDIS SIPDIS NEA FOR FRONT OFFICE, NSC FOR ABRAMS/L 
CONFIDENTIALCAIRO 002021 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2016 TAGS: PRE 


Column 10 


SECRET SECTION ΟἹ OF 03 TEL AVIV 001312 SIPDIS STATE FOR ECA DINA POWELL, CMCROUCH STA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000669 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, ICTY, KJUS, L 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PORT AU PRINCE 000595 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/CAR € 


Column 10 


UNCLAS LIMA 001263 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS USTR FOR AUSTR EEISSENSTAT AND BHARMAN COMN 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 03 DAKAR 000817 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 03/24/11 TAGS 


Column 10 


UNCLAS KINGSTON 000644 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/CAR (WBENT), WHA/CCA, EB/ESC/TFS (NO 


Column 10 


UNCLAS MOSCOW 003457 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, PGOV, AF, RS SUBJECT: MFA PRC 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 OSLO 000406 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAG. 


Column 10 


UNCLAS JERUSALEM 001341 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS NEA FOR FRONT OFFICE; NEA/IPA FOR WILLIAN 
SECRET SECTION 01 OF 03 ISLAMABAD 005596 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAGS: P 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 001342 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS NEA FOR FRONT OFFICE; NSC FO 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 PARIS 002166 SIPDIS SIPDIS PASS FEDERAL RESERVE PASS CEA STATE FC 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 TELAVIV 001315 SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2016 TAGS: PR 


Column 10 


UNCLAS GENEVA 000763 STATE FOR IO/RHS, DRL/MLA, L/HRR Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PHUM, UNHRC-1 : 


Column 10 


SECRETALGIERS 000605 SIPDIS NOFORN SIPDIS STATE FOR S/CT - WORMAN/HAWTHORNE, NEA/I 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 BAGHDAD 001087 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2016 


Column 10 


SECRET NAIROBI 001484 SIPDIS NOFORN Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2026 TAGS: PREL, PGOV, PTER, S! 
UNCLAS MUSCAT 000517 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR NEA/ARPI, EB/CBA (BBEHRENS) STATE PASS TO US 
CONFIDENTIALTALLINN 000315 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/31/2016 TAGS: ΕΕΙΝ, KTFN, P` 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 BEIRUT 001038 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC FOR ABRAMS/DORAN/WEF 


Column 10 


UNCLAS VIENNA 000982 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, PREL, WHO, JA, MX, AL 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 BEIRUT 001040 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC FOR ABRAMS/DORAN/WEF 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALALGIERS 000606 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/02/2016 TAGS: PGOV, KDEM, 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 02 BANJUL 000203 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2016 TA 


Column 10 


SECRET MADRID 000801 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2016 TAGS: PTER, PGOV, SP SUBJE( 


CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 002177 SIPDIS SIPDIS DEPT FOR EUR/WE, NEA/I, IO/PSC-LIZ PARKER Ε.Ο. 


UNCLAS MANAGUA 000733 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR WHA/CEN Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TA( 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIAL VATICAN 000060 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 4/3/2016 TAGS: ETRD, SOCI, FT 


UNCLAS BASRAH 000045 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, ECON, ETRD, ENRG, EINV, IZ SUB. 
CONFIDENTIAL VATICAN 000061 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 4/3/2016 TAGS: ETRD, SOCI, VT 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 KIEV 001313 SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, PHUM, KDEM, OSCE, Elec 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALTHE HAGUE 000705 SIPDIS SIPDIS NOFORN E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2016 TAGS: F 


UNCLAS KINGSTON 000645 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/CAR (BENT) E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PINR, P 


Column 10 


CONFIDENTIALCARACAS 000903 SIPDIS SIPDIS FOR A/S SHANNON OAS AMB. MAISTO FROM AM 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 SAO PAULO 000355 SIPDIS SIPDIS NSC FOR CRONIN STATE PASS USTR FC 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SAO PAULO 000356 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE INR/R/MR; IIP/R/MR; WHA/PD DEPT PASS USTR USL 


CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 KIEV 001314 SIPDIS E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/03/2016 TAGS: PGOV, 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BRIDGETOWN 000571 SIPDIS SIPDIS AIDAC E. O. 12958: N/A TAGS: ASEC OTRA BB ΕΑΙΡ SUBJI 
UNCLAS GUATEMALA 000654 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, PREF, EAID, PBTS, 


Column 10 
CONFIDENTIAL REYKJAVIK 000119 SIPDIS SIPDIS OSLO FOR DATT Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 04/02/2016 ` 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 KINGSTON 000647 SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/CAR (BENT) AND WHA/PDA STA' 


Column 10 
CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 03 CARACAS 000904 SIPDIS SIPDIS HQSOUTHCOM ALSO FOR PC 
CONFIDENTIALGEORGETOWN 000308 SIPDIS SIPDIS WHA/CAR WHA/OAS S/CRS SOUTHCOM AL 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 03 NDJAMENA 000492 SIPDIS SENSITIVE SIPDIS DEPARTMENT FOR AF, AF/C, / 


Column 10 


UNCLAS REYKJAVIK 000120 SIPDIS SENSITIVE,SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: ΝΑΤΟ, MARR, PREL, KPAO 


Column 10 


UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000670 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, PHUM, UN, IN SUBJECT: 
UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000671 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, PHUM, UN, SZ SUBJECT: 
UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000672 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, PHUM, UN, AL SUBJECT: 
UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000673 SIPDIS SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, PHUM, UN, EZ SUBJECT: 
UNCLAS USUN NEW YORK 000674 SIPDIS SIPDIS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: AORC, PHUM, UN, MY SUBJECT 
CONFIDENTIALSECTION 01 OF 05 CARACAS 000905 SIPDIS SIPDIS ENERGY FOR CDAY, DPUMPF 


Column 10 


UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 05 SAO PAULO 000357 SIPDIS DEPT FOR WHA/BSC AND EB/TPP/IPE STATE PAY 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BUENOS AIRES 000758 SIPDIS SIPDIS PASS FED BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOR PATRICE ROBI 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BUENOS AIRES 000759 SIPDIS STATE FOR INR/R/MR, I/GWHA, WHA, WHA/PDA, WHA/BSC, WHA 


Column 10 


UNCLAS BRASILIA 000652 SIPDIS SIPDIS STATE FOR WHA/BSC STATE FOR OES/STC PMEEKS Ε.Ο. 129 


Column 11 


democratic forces\" -- a goal they all 


Column 11 


Serving Abroad for Families & Employees\" (SAFE) 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Serving Abroad for Families & Employees\" (SAFE) 


Column 11 


Column 11 


experts\"-level met today (March 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Guiding Framework\" for 


Column 11 


Column 11 


LIA COMELLA, AND CA/OCS/ACS ELIZABETH RYAN HHS FOR ASST SEC STEWART SIMONSON GEI 
minor revisions\" of Futenma relocation plan 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Unen\" (\"Truth\") said Secretary Baker\'s message was 


WEISEL AND JENSEN USDOC FOR 4430/MAC/EAP/BISBEE AND BAKER Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2 
prosper thy neighbor 


Column 11 


Afghanistan: Terrorism Slowing the Pace of 


Column 11 


We are living with the painful 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


several thousand\" Catholics in Son La Province as well. 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


a reactionary group\" that 


Column 11 


Turcoman village 


Column 11 


Column 11 


cooperation and 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


It was pleasing that during the recent visit 


conditions do not permit [HNA]\" to do so. For 


Column 11 


Column 11 


the 


Column 11 


Column 11 


bloody days.\" Erdogan ended by stating that Turkey 


Column 11 


2958: N/A TAGS: ΕΑΙΗ, PTER, ASEC, OTRA, HL SUBJECT: COUNTRY CLEARANCE GRANTED FOR F 
on edge.\" Regarding Iran and 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


pleasant\" because Abdullah did not want to end things on a 


Column 11 


Column 11 


brought us the cartoons.\" The Muslim world 


Column 11 


Column 11 


JBJECT: MOFA NORTHEAST ASIA DIVISION DIRECTOR PESSIMISTIC ABOUT NORTH KOREA TALKS 
security differentials\" in the Gulf 


AS/GREENE/WAECHTER; NEA/RA FOR LAWSON; OES FOR DALEY; NSC FOR ABRAMS, DORAN, MU 
Don\'t say that around METI officials!\" Ishikawa 


Column 11 


most important" part of 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


High Bay\" spare parts store 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


teach the people\" to succeed in the 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


efficient\" 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Americans 


Column 11 


5 TAGS: PK, PREL, PGOV SUBJECT: PRESIDENT BUSH\'S VISIT TO PAKISTAN ISLAMABAD 000052: 
5 TAGS: PK, PREL, PGOV SUBJECT: PRESIDENT BUSH\'S VISIT TO PAKISTAN ISLAMABAD 000052: 
a coalition of the orangish variety.\" 


Column 11 


Column 11 


IMPERIAL\" TIES 


Column 11 


Lorosa\'e\") against soldiers from the western 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


defender of Arabism and Islam 


Column 11 


Ambassador 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


fourth province of Northeast 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


). 12958: DECL: 03/29/2011 TAGS: PREL, KWAC, UNSC, LI, NI, SG SUBJECT: SENEGAL: DEMARCHE t 
LaPorte Plan\" proposed to the ROKG in 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


EUNIFICATION TAGS: PREL, ENRG, KS SUBJECT: PRESIDENT ROH VISITS AFRICA TO FURTHER E 
13/29/2016 TAGS: PREF, PTER, IN, NP SUBJECT: DANISH AND NORWEGIAN AMBASSADORS INTERE 
It some ways 


S/CRS E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: PREL, PHUM, KPKO, SOCI, SU, NI SUBJECT: ENHANCING SECURITY 
critical mass\" on its 


: N/A TAGS: ECON, ETRD, OVIP, EG, WEF SUBJECT: WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM IN SHARM EL SHE 
sheriff of freedom and democracy 


Column 11 


Column 11 


taking a break\" from politics. 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 
very difficult." END SUMMARY. 


Column 11 


Column 11 


the opportunities were greater. Judge Medhat said 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


worse to 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


in support of activities 


Column 11 


reasonable 


Column 11 


^, PINS, PTER, KDEM, KISL, KAWC, IZ SUBJECT: COR MEMBERS ALLEGE DISPLACEMENT CONTINI 
pradeshiya sabha 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Sandesh\" praised the 


Column 11 


Column 11 


criminal 


Column 11 


Column 11 


3/28/2016 TAGS: ΝΑΤΟ, MARR, PREL, PGOV, KPAO, IC SUBJECT: ICELAND: SCENESETTER FOR MA 
EVA FOR RMA Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PHUM, KJUS, PREL, EAID, CB SUBJECT: UN HUMAN RIGHTS | 
TRY CLEARANCE GRANTED FOR SANJEEV AGGARWAL, REVISED REF: A. STATE 48939 B. SAN, 
: COUNTRY CLEARANCE GRANTED FOR SEAN CUMMINGS TO JOIN CURRENT TEAM PROVIDING 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


The big absence of reform\" 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


working with documents 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Familias Guardabosques\" offer subsidies of up to USD 1 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


outstanding\" in addressing Venezuela\'s opposition to the 


Column 11 


Column 11 


outsider\" Union por el Peru (UPP) candidate Ollanta Humala 


Column 11 


Column 11 


limited scope\" of activities. He said EU 


Column 11 


dirty.\" Allegations of vote buying have already begun 


Column 11 


Column 11 


IR WINELAND, ALTBACH, WINTERS, STRATFORD, USDOC FOR TAIWAN/JDUTTON Ε.Ο. 12958: DEC 
reasonable solution" from GIA. 


Column 11 


Column 11 


fixer\" Aniel 


Column 11 


16 TAGS: PGOV, PREL, UZ, ZK SUBJECT: THE END OF THE NEXIA? HYUNDAI LOOKING TO INVEST 
gay friendly.\" Cruise liners are 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


\"The [Big] 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


State Commission on Drafting and 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Financial Times\" that Once 


Column 11 


Column 11 


technical level\" 


Lumber V\") -- and expect a 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Villepin Between Two Fires 


Column 11 


Column 11 


we will make our decision 


Column 11 


All of the properties we administer 


Column 11 


‚AND EUR/SSA, NSC FOR BRAUN, USUN FOR DREW SCHUFLETOWSKI, USOSCE FOR STEVE STE 
the whole town (of Diyarbakir) 


Column 11 


Countries whose 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Column 11 


spy\" scandal. Pamfilova 


Column 11 


Column 11 


Despite the lack of international support for this 


Column 11 


Column 11 


LEAST BAD 


Column 11 


Column 11 


THE ROLE OF CD28-CELLS IN 


Column 11 


theoretically\" under quarantine since they have 


Column 11 


knew for a fact" that there was going to be a drastic 


extra-legal\" methods of 
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2958: N/A TAGS: ICTY, KCRM, KDEM, KJUS, PGOV, PREF, PREL, SI, Yl, UNMIK SUBJECT: RETL 


REPATRIATION ΒΕΕ:Α. (A) NAIROBI 1381 B. (B) NAIROBI 1359 C. (C) STATE 46195 1. (S 


ERVICES PROGRAM Summary: The Government of Guyana (GOG) received financing from the 


ARTIES UNDER THRESHOLD CALL FOR RECOUNT Classified By: POL Counselor Aubrey Carlso 


\BOUT UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES REF: STATE 46976 Classified By: Classified by David D. 


ission of the Republic of Latvia to the United Nations requesting USG support for its candidature to tr 
nt WEOG Chair, from the Permanent Mission of Portugal to the United Nations requesting support fo! 
EGMENT OF THE EAST-WEST HIGHWAY REF: ALGIERS 168 1. (U) This cable contains propriet 
2 DETAINED 1. (SBU) SUMMARY: Gambian security forces closed the offices of & The Independer 


Y 1. Mission has received a note from the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cameroon to the 


(EL SALVADOR) REF: STATE 48209 Classified By: DCM Michael A. Butler for reaasons 1.4(B) anc 


ission of Greece to the United Nations requesting USG support for its candidature to the Human Rigr 
ELECTRONIC CRIMES COURSE REF: SECSTATE 43997 1. (U) Per Reftel, Post nominates the fi 
ENT COURSE FROM MAY 1 TO 26, 2006 REF: STATE 31388 1. (U) Per Reftel, Post nominates th 


1, MOPS, PREL, PHUM, TH SUBJECT: THAILAND EMBASSY/STATE DEPARTMENT HUMAN RIGF 
1, MOPS, PREL, PHUM, TH SUBJECT: THAILAND EMBASSY/STATE DEPARTMENT HUMAN RIGF 
1, MOPS, PREL, PHUM, TH SUBJECT: THAILAND EMBASSY/STATE DEPARTMENT HUMAN RIGF 
1, MOPS, PREL, PHUM, TH SUBJECT: THAILAND EMBASSY/STATE DEPARTMENT HUMAN RIGF 


DIPLOMATIC CORPS ON LOCAL TENSIONS REF: Dili 135 DILI 00000147 001.2 OF 002 1. (SB 


B. ROME 374 Classified By: Political Minister Counselor David D. Pearce for reasons 1.4 (b) an 


AJ SUBJECT: AZERBAIJAN LEADS ΕΙΤΙ EFFORTS; PROBLEMS STILL EXIST Classified By: AMB 


3NORS SACKED, PRESSURE ON FUNCINPEC CONTINUES ΤΟ MOUNT 1. (SBU) Citing incom 


van: Budget for Third Naphtha Cracker Expansion Project Axed REF: Taipei 0551 1. On March 22 1 
GS: EWWT, ETRD, ECON, TW SUBJECT: Port of Kaohsiung Resumes Work on Tender for the Sixt 


K REF: STATE 49225 1. US Office Pristina welcomes and grants country clearance to EUR DAS Ε 


COUNTRY CLEARANCE GRANTED FOR INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE DEPUTY TAX ΑΤΤΑΟΕ 
REF: CHIANG MAI 50 1. (SBU) The bodies of seven people believed to be a group of missing Hmor 
COUNTRY CLEARANCE GRANTED FOR INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE TAX ATTACHE, SUSAI 


v, MI SUBJECT: MALAWI NATIONAL HIV/AIDS REVIEW HIGHLIGHTS COORDINATION AND DEC 


1» SPACE FLIGHT CENTER DELEGATION - APRIL 22 - 29, 2006 REF: STATE 49661 1. Country í 


x 1844 C. BANGKOK 1692 Classified By: Charge dVAffaires Alex A. Arvizu for reason 1.4 (b) (d) 
iD SPACE FLIGHT CENTER DELEGATION - APRIL 22 - 29, 2006 REF: STATE 49661 1. Country : 


1» SPACE FLIGHT CENTER OFFICIAL JAMES OVDONNELL - APRIL 24 - 30, 2006 REF: STATE 51 


27 1. Post welcomes and grants country clearance for Comptroller General David Walker and Done 
¡TRIA HAVE MINIMAL EFFECT (C-TN6-00006) REF: STATE 28116 This message is sensitive but u 


2 (No. 192) to the MFA on March 30. On March 27, EconOff also delivered these same points to the 


3ANTED TO S/A VISIT REF: STATE 0049416 1. Embassy Kabul welcomes Assistant Secretary Ric 


CE FOR JOHN MASTERSON NSC FOR JOHN HERRMANN SIPDIS, SENSITIVE Ε.Ο. 12958: N// 


DATE REF: BISHKEK 419 1. (SBU) On March 30, the Central Election Commission voted 10-0 tor 
3: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PINR, GB SUBJECT: LONG-TERM REPUBLICAN GUARD CON 


/ES TOWARD ECONOMIC UNION REF: A. BRIDGETOWN 206 B.PORTOFSPAIN34 C.0 


ATION TIMELINE REF: A. A. STATE 46628 B. B. STATE 50397 C. C. ISLAMABAD Classifiec 
'S REF: 05 STATE 233028 1. This message contains an action request; please see para. 6. 2. By 
„ UN, IN SUBJECT: INDIA WILL SUPPORT OUR INCB CANDIDATE IF WE SUPPORT THEIRS RE 


TOM LAND FOR TRAVEL TO ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES REF: STATE 49374 1. Embe 


HATLON CONFERENCE 1. Maybe sewing really IS women\'s work? At a March 29 conference in ( 


3S: ELAB, ECON, ETRD, PHUM, PGOV, HO SUBJECT: Honduras Agrees on New Minimum Wage - 


IN HIGH NORTH EXPANDING? REF:A.05 OSLO 1708 B.OSLO363 C. EVANS-WEBSTER 
"Interview with Al-Jazira at Arab League Summit 1. Summary: Ina March 29 interview with Al-Jazir 


ars departed Bulgaria March 30 to begin its mission at Camp Ashraf, located 70 kilometers north of B 


iM, LE, SNAR SUBJECT: INL BUDGET CALL: LEBANON RESPONSE REF: STATE 34328 1. (SB 


R NTM-I FORCE PROTECTION REF: STATE 46631 Classified By: DCM Jeff Goldstein for reasons 
to IO/EX/OB-Alice Green an official note dated March 13, 2006 and receipt from the United Nations 
1 reftel points on pending adoptions in Romania to MFA Desk Officer Ahti Raidel on March 24, and fol 


REL, ASEC, CG, ΧΑ, XF, XG, ΧΙ, JO SUBJECT: FOREIGN FIGHTER DEMARCHE REF: A. STATE € 


ΞΡΑ, USAID/REDSO, AND FAS USMISSION UN ROME GENEVA FOR NKYLOH NAIROBI FOR SF 


“OUNG-SOILA E-MAIL OF 3/13/06 Classified By: Political-Economic Counselor Mary E. Daly; Reasc 


ERVICES PROGRAM Summary: The Government of Guyana (GOG) received financing from the 


SIAN AND EU OFFICIALS ON TERRORISM FINANCE REF:A. BRUSSELS 1022 B. BRUSSELS 


:NTION AGAINST DOPING IN SPORTS 1. SUMMARY: UNESCO DIRECTOR GENERAL MATSUI 


RECTED COPY) REF: SECSTATE 43008 Classified By: Polcouns Alexander Margulies. Reason: * 


REF: STATE 48450 Classified By: Political Minister Counselor Josiah B. Rosenblatt. Reasons 1.4b,c 
` REF: SECSATE 46962 Post delivered reftel Diplomatic NoteNo. 194 to the DFA on March 24, 200t 


iT BLEE Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: MARR, MASS, PREL, PGOV, KTIA, ΚΡΚΟ, HO SUBJECT: HONDL 
3S: EAID, PREL, KWBG SUBJECT: LOCAL DONORS\' CONTACT POLICIES WITH PA: EITHER S! 
CT: EVICTION FINALLY COMES FOR EAST JERUSALEM FAMILY REF: A. 1998 JERUSALEM 00: 
“ERED ON THE THIRD DAY OF FUNERAL CEREMONIES IN DIYARBAKIR REF: ADANA 60 ADAM 


25 DUBLIN 00439 C. 05 DUBLIN 01564 Classified By: POL/ECON CHIEF MARY DALY, FOR RE 


5 001.2 OF 002 Classified By: Ambassador David Hale for reasons 1.4 (B) and (D) 1. (S) Summe 


NDERSEN/ADRISCOLUMWAR D USDOC FOR 3134/USFCS/OIO/SHUPKA Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS 
IG ACTION REQUEST FOR USTR 1.. CARICOM Secretariat sent post a copy of a March 29 letter 


JDERDALE FOR CLAMBERT COPENHAGEN FOR DLAWTON DEPT PASS TO G/TIP AETERNO / 


a letter from the Government of Lebanon requesting the establishment of a tribunal of an internation: 


TA RICA WILL SEEK PANAMANIAN SUPPORT FOR GUATEMALA\'S UNSC BID REF: A. STATE 4t 


ssified by Ambassador George Krol for Reasons 1.4(B,D) 1. (U) Summary: According to the best nı 


¡OLD WAR TECHNIQUES TO GRAB POLITICAL ACTIVIST REF: A. (A) MINSK 331 B. (B) MINS 


SUBJECT: U.S. TOBACCO COMPANY DEPARTING MOZAMBIQUE OVER COMMERCIAL DISPUT 


EE REF: SECSTATE 48486 1. US Office Pristina welcomes and grants country clearance to Ambe 
yassy Nairobi requests USD100,000 for our FY2006 Democracy and Human Rights Fund (DHRF) prc 


S SPEARS - APRIL 3-13, 2006 REF: FRANKFURT 1331 1. Country clearance is granted for April 2 


3RADLEY, NESTES, NCOX AFR/EA FOR JBORNS, SMCCLURE ROME FOR FODAG GENEVA FO 


/ΒΕΝ CUSHMAN STATE PLEASE PASS ΤΟ MCC FOR KEVIN SABA PARIS FOR DVELIA NAIROBI 


in 1.4 (b) (d) 1. (C) The USG should refrain from comment on the April 2 elections that could be use 


1, KJUS SUBJECT: OSLO NOMINEE FOR BRUSSELS CT AND JHA AFFAIRS CONFERENCE 


IZ, MARR, KCRM SUBJECT: NINEWA RULE OF LAW ISSUES PART Il: BASIC PRINCIPLES IN CF 


SBU) Poloff delivered March 25 reftel ademarche and talking points to Jacques Djoli, Chief of Staff ο 


JAE STATE SECURITY DIRECTOR CLASSIFIED BY AMBASSADOR MICHELE J. SISON, REASO 


F: STATE 47574 1. (SBU) Poloff delivered March 27 reftel demarche and talking points to Jacques L 


ıssified By: P/E Counselor Mike Hammer, reason 1.4 (b) and (d) (C) We delivered reftel prenotificatic 


E 50968 1. We delivered reftel demarche to MFA Global Security Section advisor Torn Dramdal. Dr. 


IN NAZARBAYEVVS VISIT REF: A. A) TASHKENT 529 B. B) TASHKENT 515 Classified By: CL 
IL 20 THRU MAY 5, 2006 REF: SECSTATE 51159 1. The Hague welcomes and grants country clea 


3IMOV VISITS KOREA REF: TASHKENT 611 Classified By: CLASSIFIED BY AMB. JON R. PURNE 


1Υ FOR OTA WARFIELD, VAN KOCH, MILLAR Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, KCRM, KCMA, KIPF 
Foreign Ministry made the following announcement March 30 concerning the formation of a governm 


1-FOOD INQUIRY REF: STATE 40595 Classified By: Minister-Counselor for Political Affairs Kirk Auc 


iANISM, AND BEATEN POLISH AMBASSADOR STILL IN HOSPITAL REF: A. MINSK 331 B. MII 
?A OFFICIALS BURGESS, LAZORCHAK, BIALES, BENCIC, KOSTICH, JACKSON, AND BARRON | 
LS ROAM (FIRST OF TWO) 1. (U) Summary: The Department of Chontales is renowned for its cattl 
tY FOR OASIA GAERTNER FRANKFURT FOR TREASURY JIM WALLAR Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 12/3 
.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: KFLU, TBIO, SENV, ECON, EAGR, PREL, PL, Economy SUBJECT: POLANE 
S MARCH 30 STATEMENT TO PROTESTORS  --------------------------------------------- ---------------- ΖΕΙ 
IL20 THRU MAY 5, 2006 REF: SECSTATE 51159 1. The Hague welcomes and grants country clea 
)6 REF: SECSTATE 50673 1. The Hague welcomes and grants country clearance to David Sibeck f 


ISTAFA; STATE PASS TO USAID/BORODIN; STATE PASS TO USDA E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: KFLL 


\C/CRUSNAK SENSITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: ETRD, KIPR, KCRM, TU SUBJECT: ΡΕ 
ITIVE SIPDIS Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: ETRD, KIPR, KCRM, TU SUBJECT: TURKEY: PROPOSAL 


‘ANDRE. Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/30/2016 TAGS: PGOV, PINR, PREL, SR, YI, ICTY, European Unior 


ERNMENT Classified By: A/DCM ANDREW SCHOFER FOR REASONS 1.4 (B) AND (D). 1. (C) SU 


IS REF: ROME 956 Classified By: Classified by David D. Pearce, Political Minister Counse lor, for re 


VS SUBJECT: ATTORNEY GENERAL PRAISES DEA ASSISTANCE, CALLS FOR CLOSER COOPE 
1LY CABLE REF: A. LIMA 01232 B. LIMA 00584 --------- SUMMARY --------- 1. (SBU) Here are tt 
ı EISSENSTAT AND SULLIVAN/LEZNY H PASS SENATORS GRASSLEY, CRAPO, ALLARD H ALSC 
if continued growth and consolidation for the Colombian banking sector, with banks registering a reco 
ATE 26750 Classified By: AMBASSADOR LINO GUTIERREZ, FOR REASON 1.4 (B) 1. (S) Reftel a 


1/27/2014 TAGS: ETRD, ECON, ΕΙΝΝ, PGOV, ΡΕ SUBJECT: PRIVATE SECTOR VIEWS OF HUMAL 


IN INTERNATIONAL LAW COMMISSION 1. On March 23, post received a diplomatic note from the 


>T: SEEKING PANAMANIAN SUPPORT FOR GUATEMALAVS 2006 UN SECURITY COUNCIL BID - 


31 in Tunguragua province to discuss future anti-FTA protest plans. Leaders of the main indigenous 
ssified By: PolOff Jarahn Hillsman, Reasons 1.4 (b&d) 1. (C) Summary: The Ambassador met on M: 
B. 05 BOGOTA 11901 1. (Summary) The telecommunications sector is a major contributor to Colo! 


SUMMARY: On March 22, Ambassador and USAID Mission Director Mike Sarhan traveled with ROYC 
nbassy Kabul welcomes Senator Chuck Hagel, Chairman, Subcommittee on International Economic 
|. Embassy Sanaa grants cuntry clearance and welcomes the visit of Dougla Purcifull from March 31 


t Ford for reasons 1.4 (B) and (D). 1. (C) Hassan al-Bazzaz, an advisor to Tawaffuq leader Adnan al. 


“MEETS REF: A. 05 BAGHDAD 3853 B. 05 BAGHDAD 3731 Classified By: DEPUTY CHIEF Ol 
1 TAGS: AEMR, ASEC, AMGT, PTER, CASC, KSAC, KHLS, KVPR, MU, EAC SUBJECT: EMBASSY 


HA/DG CENTCOM FOR POLAD, CG CFC-A, CG CJTF-76 Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 03/29/2016 TAGS: F 


"AS/W JBERNSTEIN AND APHIS JGREIFER Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: EAGR, ETRD, ECON, PREL, 


Is Studying Darfur 1. On March 30, pro-government Arabic daily Al-Intibaha published an article cla 


iS: ECON, ΕΕΙΝ, PGOV, PREL, KTFN, KU SUBJECT: MFA OFFICIAL CITES INSUFFICIENT EVIDE 
REF: STATE 46195 Classified By: AMBASSADOR MICHELE J. SISON, REASONS 1.4 (B) AND (E 
mbassador Thomas C. Krajeski for reasons 1.4 (b) and (d). 1. Summary. (S) This cable is postVs 1 


er resolution 6/1/2006 of the Board of Directors of the Central Bank of Sudan and the Deputy Govern 


D GTMO DETAINEES Classified by DCM Susan L. Ziadeh for reasons 1.4 (b) and (d). (S) The Em 


TOYS INTENSIFIED DIALOGUE REF: SECSTATE 51994 Classified By: Ambassador Thomas B. Ri 


5: 7.4% GDP Growth in 2005 1.(U) Summary: Turkish Statistical Agency (TUIK) announced 7.4% G 
MOA ELECTIONS: AUSTRALIA AND NZ PREDICT MORE OF SAME (U) Classified by Political-Ecc 


RS SUBJECT: GOI COMMITTED TO KEEPING HUMANITARIAN GOODS FLOWING Classified By: 


Foreign Affairs informed the embassy via a Note Verbale (GO No. 10/GI-HH) dated March 23 that Ja 


IMAN USTR FOR COLEMAN E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: ECON, EINV, EFIN, ETRD, BEXP, KTDB, PG 
ows some signs of inflationary tendencies. Overall prices jumped nearly 8 points from a similar surve 


KAZAKHSTAN: REQUEST FOR TRANSFER OF SA-16 AND SA-14 MANPADS REF: A. ALMATY € 


JPPORTS ΟΡΙΟ INVESTMENT IN YLNG REF: A. SECSTATE 45831 B. SANAA 843 1. SUMMAF 


S OUT AVIAN FLU PLAN REF: A. MUSCAT 26 B. 05 MUSCAT 1752 ------- Summary ------- 1.C 
Border Security SUBJECT: EXBS: EXPORT CONTROLS PROGRAM PLAN FOR OMAN REF: A. SE 
IGENCY PLANS FOR TAJIKISTAN 1. UNHCR Tajikistan summoned international donors and relate 
FIED BY: Ken Gross, Regional Coordinator, REO Basrah, Department of State. REASON: 1.4 (b), (d 


ONAL INFO ON LOCATION OF MISSING CHILDREN REF: VIENTIANE 298 AND PREVIOUS Clas 


SUBJECT: VERIFICATION OF THE COCAINE BEGINS REF: A. NAIROBI 1363 B. NAIROBI 111: 


GER DOE/NNSA NA-1 AMB. LINTON BROOKS AND DR. JOHN HARVEY Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: | 


OMBO 495 B. COLOMBO 400 1. (SBU) Local government (LG) elections were held March 30 in 
REF: A. STATE 44107 B. AMMAN 1500 Ref Anotified that Jordan\'s National Committee for Den 


IND SEC/E.JACOBS JUSTICE FOR DOJ/CRM/ATMLS AND FOR OIA/RICHARD OWENS FBI FOR 
ARLY SEPTEMBER DATES FOR AMIR VISIT TO THE U.S. Classified By: CDA Matt Tueller for rea 


CT: PALESTINIAN ELECTIONS COMMISSION FACING INSOLVENCY Classified By: Consul Gene 


OUTH 1. (SBU) In the wake of declarations by senior GoSS officials that the Sudanese Armed Forc 
3 1. On March 22, emboff approached Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) UN/Terrorism and Illicit I 
IIGH WHILE UNREST SPREADS THROUGHOUT SOUTHEAST REF: A. ADANA 60 B. ADANA 


CT: LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION REQUESTS USG INTERVENTION ON JERUSALEM TAX 


IBTA Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: ETRD, ECON, EINV, PGOV, PREL, PE SUBJECT: LETOURNEAU AN 


ISTAFA; STATE PASS TO USAID/BORODIN; STATE PASS TO USDA E.O. 12958: N/A TAGS: KFLL 


lassified By: Amb. William M. Bellamy, Reasons 1.4 (C) and (D). 1. (S/NF) SUMMARY: In a March © 
'REL, MU, Economic Affairs SUBJECT: INNOVATION FRONT AND CENTER AT OMAN SUMMIT RI 
VERED REF:A. STATE 50397 B. STATE 50398 Classified By: A/DCM Normal Scharpf for reaso 


4 (SBU) Pol-EconOff delivered reftel demarche on March 31 to Dr. Jean-Paul Klein, head of the Infec 


ı BASRAH 089 B) 05 BASRAH 142 C) BASRAH 038 1. Summary: On March 29, Regional Coordin: 


Memo dated March 31, 2006 1. Embassy Bridgetown grants country clearance to Mr. Sutherland Mil 


1 DLAWTON Ε.Ο. 12958: DECL: 02/10/2016 TAGS: PGOV, KDEM, VE SUBJECT: NATIONAL ASSE 


sion of India to the United Nations requesting USG support for its candidature to the Human Rights C: 
1anent Mission of Switzerland to the United Nations requesting USG support for its candidature to the 
Mission of the Republic of Albania to the United Nations requesting USG support for its candidature tc 
ermanent Mission of the Czech Republic to the United Nations requesting USG support for its candid 
t Mission of Malaysia to the United Nations requesting USG support for its candidature to the Human 


Al: THREE SUSPECTED CASES TEST NEGATIVE FOR ΑΝΙΑΝ INFLUENZA REF: A. PHNOM PE 


REVIEW OF U.S.-MALAYSIA FTA NEGOTIATIONS REF: A. 2005 KUALA LUMPUR 4374 B. 200! 


FAMS 271609Z MAR 06 1. Country Clearance is granted for Federal Air Marshal Service Operation 


arch 27 meeting with the DCM, MOFA Northeast Asia Division Director Naoki Ito: -- expressed deep 


|, TBIO, SENV, ECON, EAGR, EAID, KWBG, IS SUBJECT: Al SITREP MARCH 28: PA FINISHES Οἱ 


11, Reason: 1.4 (B,D) ZFR (CANCEL) ENTIRE TELEGRAM. WAS RESENT UNDER DIFFERENT N 
11, Reason: 1.4 (B,D) ZFR (CANCEL) ENTIRE TELEGRAM. WAS RESENT UNDER DIFFERENT | 


- (b) and (d). (C) On March 28, visiting Director of West African Affairs (AF/W) Philip Carter and Char 


A/DCM JOSEPH Y. YUN. REASONS 1.4 (B, D). SUMMARY ------- 1. (C) MOFAT officials told polof 
/d). Scandinavians Want to Push FM Pandey ... ----------------------------------------- 1. (C) Danish Amba 


USDEL asked African Union Special Envoy Dr. Salim Salim if he would welcome BG Kazura from Rı 


ring for the upcoming World Economic Forum on the Middle East, to be held in Sharm ΕΙ Sheikh May 


for reasons 1.4 (B) and (D). 1. (C) SUMMARY. Shia Council of Representatives (CoR) members ref 


D. REYKJAVIK 92 E. REYKJAVIK93 F.REYKJAVIK 97 G.REYKJAVIK98 H. REYKJAV 
apresentative for Human Rights Yash Ghai met with COMs on March 24 to provide an outbrief of his ı 
om o/a April 4 to o/a April 12, 2006. Posts requests Security Clearance for RSO files. 2. Control Offi 
185 the visit of Sean Cummings from March 29 to April 6, 2006 to provide technical support to PISCE 


VIEWS ΗΕΕ: Α. ΤΑΙΡΕΙ 774 Β. ΤΑΙΡΕΙ 900 Classified By: AIT Deputy Director David Keegan, Πι 


ἡ. 1. (C) Summary: A key agenda item for President Islam Karimov,s March 28 meetings in Korea w 


¿CT: KOSOVO: SLOW GOING ON TRANSFER OF LAW ENFORCEMENT RESPONSIBILITY REF: 


6 C. MANAMA 0442 D. MANAMA 0387 Classified by Ambassador William T. Monroe for reasc 
N, PGOV, BL SUBJECT: GOB ENDS LLOYD INTERVENTION REF: A. LA PAZ 816 B. LA PAZ SI 


ced that the Minister of Economy and Commerce, Mohamed bin Ahmed Al Thani, has been relieved ı 


IRNS AND MISSING PERSONS FOREVER LINKED IN WESTERN KOSOVO Sensitive But Unclas 


BU) Juliet Gicheru, Acting Head of the Legal Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), confirmed to 


Inter-American Development Bank for the Agricultural Support Services Program. The GOG intends 


n for reasons 1.4(a,b,d). 1. (C) Summary: With over 97 percent of the national parliamentary vote ta 


. Pearce, Political Minister Counse lor, for reasons 1.4 (b) and (d). 1. (C) Summary. On March 27, Pı 


1e Human Rights Council. The elections will be held in New York in May 2006. 2. Mission will respoı 
r its candidature to the Human Rights Council. The elections will be held in New York in May 2006. 2 
‘ary information. Please protect accordingly. BIDS UNSEALED IN FULLY TRANSPARENT PROCES 
ıt8 newspaper and detained the newspaper,s staff for questioning on March 28. Staff members were 


United Nations requesting USG support for the candidature of Mr. Clement Atangana for re-election t 


1(D). (C) On March 29, the Ambassador discussed reftel talking points with Minister of Foreign Affai 


15 Council. The elections will be held in New York in May 2006. 2. Mission will respond that careful 
ollowing Salvadoran police officers to attend ILEA Computer and Electronic Crimes course from May 
e following Salvadoran police officers to attend Advanced Management Training at ILEA Roswell fron 


1TS VETTING FOR: 
1TS VETTING FOR: 
1TS VETTING FOR: 
1TS VETTING FOR: 


CAPTAIN SANIT MOTHINA REF: A. JUSMAG THAI MEMO DATED 13 MAR F 
COL. DUANGSUDA SUKSAWAD REF: A. JUSMAG THAI MEMO DATED 141 
COL. TIBORDEE AMPUNAN REF: A. JUSMAG THAI MEMO DATED 14 MAR 
1LT. JIRAT TANE-NGIW REF: A. JUSMAG THAI MEMO DATED 14 MAR REC 


U) Summary: On 29 March, Foreign Minister Jose Ramos Horta briefed the diplomatic corps on rece 


d (d). 1. (C) March 22, Poloffs delivered reftel demarche to MFA Office Director for Middle East Regi 


ASSADOR RENO L. HARNISH III PER 1.4 (B,D). 1. (C) SUMMARY. We warmly welcome your April 


ipetence and corruption, Prime Minister Hun Sen last week removed four FUNCINPEC provincial gov 


the Legislative Yuan\'s (LY) Economic Committee rejected the Third Naphtha Cracker expansion proj: 
h Container Terminal Project Ref: A) Taipei 0142 B) 05 Taipei 4305 C) 05 Taipei 3393 1. Kaohsiunc 


tosemary A. DiCarlo and Kosovo Desk Officer Joshua Black to visit Pristina April 6 - April 8, 2006. Tr 


IE, DEAN C. BURKE REF: FRANKFURT 02154 1. Embassy welcomes and grants country clearanı 
19 (reftel) have been found in Mae Hong Son province in northern Thailand. Thai police announced N 
N W. STANLEY - APRIL 4-7, 2006 REF: FRANKFURT 02153 1. Embassy welcomes and grants col 


ENTRALIZATION 1. Summary: Malawi\'s National AIDS Commission has convened the first review t 


clearance is granted for National Aeronautics and Space Administration Goddard Space Flight Cente: 


1. (C) Summary. Over 150,000 anti-Thaksin protesters demonstrated peacefully last night in the hea 
clearance is granted for National Aeronautics and Space Administration Goddard Space Flight Cente! 


0402 1. Country clearance is granted for National Aeronautics and Space Administration Goddard S 


ıld Drach to travel to Kenmare, Co. Kerry, Ireland from April 10 through April 14, 2006. Purpose of vis 
inclassified. 1. (SBU) As requested in reftel, Post has researched Turkish lobbying campaigns in Aus 


Director of the Service of Information and Communication Technologies at the French Ministry of Indı 


shard A. Boucher and Senior Advisor Caitlin Hayden, Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs, and ( 


\ TAGS: ETRD, ΚΙΡΗ, ΕΟΝ, AU SUBJECT: EC V. MICROSOFT DEMARCHE: AUSTRIAN RESPONS 


‘evoke the candidate registration of notorious mob boss Ryspek Akmatbayev. Akmatbayev is running 
AMANDER REMOVED REF: LIBREVILLE 0050 Classified By: POLITICAL OFFICER GLENN FEDZ 


4 BRIDGETOWN 2833 1. (SBU) Summary: The Eastern Caribbean\'s small island-states are creatin 


J By: DCM Peter W. Bodde, Reasons 1.4 (b) and (d) 1. (U) This message contains action requests; 
letter dated 18 March 2006, CAPT Muhammad Tahir, Pakistan Navy, forwarded to the Office of Defe 
:F: STATE 47574 NEW DELHI 00002172 001.2 OF 003 1. (SBU) After PolCouns raised reftel poin 


ıssy Bridgetown welcomes and grants clearance to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Official T 


Qurghon-Teppa, 50 Tajik and Afghan women entrepreneurs came together to network and seek busir 


- 8.4 to 11 Percent Raise for Workers Retroactive to January 1 1. After three months of deliberations 


ET AL. E-MAIL 3/30 Classified By: Pol/Econ Chief Mike Hammer for reasons 1.4 b andd 1. (C) Su 
a, President Bashir said: many southern forces had supported the government during the North-Sou 


aghdad. The unit will replace a U.S. Army military police company, providing security for defectors {πι 


U) While Embassy Beirut is not an NAS post, it can conduct activities in support of INL\'s two perform 


1.4(b) and (d) (C) On March 24 Poloff delivered reftel points to Miko Haljas, MFA Director for Securi 
Office at Nairobi confirming receipt of U.S. contribution for $5,375,000 towards the Trust Fund for the 
lowed up on March 29. Raidel expressed his gratitude for the information. The GOE has not formula 


35709 B. AMMAN 2118 = C.JICCENT 20150804 D. JICCENT 20070120 E. JICCENT 200! 


O NSC FOR JMELINE, TSHORTLEY USUN FOR TMALY BRUSSELS FOR PLERNER, PLEASE PA 


ms 1.4 ( B) and (D). (C) Ireland shares USG concerns about the Commission\'s treatment of Microsc 


Inter-American Development Bank for the Agricultural Support Services Program. The GOG intends 


3539 C. BRUSSELS 346 Classified By: ECONCOUNS T.L.ROBL, REASONS 1.5 (B) AND (D) 1. 


JRA ANTICIPATES THAT THE ANTI-DOPING CONVENTION WILL BE IN FORCE BY MAY 2006. L 


1.4(b and d). 1. (C) On 3/21 Poloff discussed UNSC re-hatting of the Sudan PKO with Foreign Minist 


1. (C) Africa Watcher shared current U.S. thinking on how to reinforce the UN presence in both Lib 


l 
3. On March 8, post received the following Diplomatic Note inresponse. Begin Text. Department of ! 


JRAS ENTERS INTO FORCE ON ARTICLE 505 AGREEMENT FOR GLOBAL PEACEKEEPING OP 
TILL WAITING FOR GUIDANCE OR NO CHANGE REF: STATE 50416 Classified By: Consul Gene: 
2981 B. 1998 JERUSALEM 003423 C. 1999 JERUSALEM 001726 D. 2003 JERUSALEM C 
NA 00000064 001.20F 002 1. (SBU) Summary: A temporary, uneasy calm was shattered at approx 


ASONS 1.4 (B), (D) (S) On March 30, Emboff delivered ref A. points to Department of Foreign Affair: 


ary: King Abdullah briefed Codel McCain on his proposal to help pacify Anbar province, discussed Ira 


x ETRD, WTRO, EAGR, PGOV, PREL, BR SUBJECT: BRAZILIAN INTEREST GROUPS DUG IN O 
‘from CARICOM Secretary General Carrington to USTR Portman regarding a meeting with CARICOI 


AND MPUCCETTI Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: PGOV, PHUM, PREL, KCRM, KWMN, SNAR, VE SUBJE 


al character to try all those responsible for the terrorist bombing that killed former Lebanese Prime Mi 


3209 B. SAN JOSE 488 Classified By: Ambassador Mark Langdale for reasons 1.4 (b) and (d) (( 


Jmbers available, Russia provided approximately USD 2.531 billion in subsidies, mostly energy, to Be 


XX 332 Classified By: Classified by Ambassador George Krol for Reasons 1.4(B,D) 1. (C) Summary 


TE REF: 05 MAPUTO 1481 MAPUTO 00000396 001.2 OF 002 Sensitive but Unclassified - Not fo! 


issador Frank G. Wisner, Special Representative of the Secretary of State to the Kosovo Status Talk 
gram. This represents a USD9,000 increase over the amount obligated in FY2005. Post is requesti 


3-13, 2006 travel to the Netherlands of Aviation Security Inspectors Blake Warren Reid and James Sp 


R NKYLOH BRUSSELS FOR PLERNER NSC FOR JMELINE Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: EAID, ΚΕ, F 


FOR FAS KEVIN SMITH Ε.Ο. 12958: N/A TAGS: ECON, EAGR, ΕΙΝΝ, EFIN, MI SUBJECT: ΜΑΙ Αν 


2d by either side to boost their competing claims. These elections are only one step in a complicated 


: REF: BRUSSELS 00934 1. Post nominates Pol/Econ officer Edward Canuel to attend the Counter 


UMINAL JUSTICE COURSE STRENGTHENING TIES BETWEEN POLICE AND JUDICIARY REF: | 


f the Ministry of Foreign Affairs just prior to news of Taylor\'s capture being announced March 29. Dic 


NS 1.4 (B) AND (D). 1. (S/NF) Summary: NEA Assistant Secretary David Welch consulted with UAE 


)joli, Chief of Staff of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs March 29. Poloff reminded Djoli of previously plec 


yn to MFA Acting DAS Torfinn Arntsen. Arntsen thanked us for the information and promised that he v 


amdal was pleased to receive our request and promised that Norway would carefully consider providi 


ASSIFIED BY AMB. JON R. PURNELL FOR REASONS 1.4 (B, D). 1. (C) Summary: Kazakh Presid 
rance to NASAVs Goddard Space Flight Center (GSFC) delegation consisting of Eric Johnson, Thom 


‘LL FOR REASONS 1.4 (B, D). 1. (C) Summary: President Karimov,s trip to South Korea was succt 


3, PA SUBJECT: PARAGUAY DELIVERS ON U.S. REQUEST FOR TRADE DATA CRITICAL TO CRE 
ent in the Palestinian Territories. Informal embassy translation follows. Begin Text: March 30, 2006 


justine. For Reasons 1.4 (B/D). 1. (C) The Russian Government does not intend to take any steps 


NSK 223 C. MINSK 358 Classified By: Ambassador George Krol for Reasons 1.4 (B,D) 1. (C) Si 
- MAY 5 - 15, 2006 REF: STATE 51158 1. Country clearance is granted for Environmental Protectio 
le and Liberal Constitutional Party (PLC) members. Forty percent of all cows in this cattle nation are r 
1/2015 TAGS: EFIN, IZ, PL, Economy SUBJECT: DEMARCHE ON IRAQ DEBT REDUCTION REF: 
): AVIAN INFLUENZA UPDATE - MARCH 31, 2006 REF: A. WARSAW 0557 B. WARSAW 0506 

3 ΖΕΗ ZFR --------------------------------------------- ----------------- CANCE 
rance to Mansoor Ahmed of NASAYs Goddard Space Flight Center (GSFC) to travel to Amsterdam, | 
rom NASA\'s Goddard Space Flight Center (GSFC) to travel to Noordwijk, Netherlands, to attend anc 


|, TBIO, SENV, ΕΟΟΝ, EAGR, EAID, KWBG, IS SUBJECT: Al SITREP MARCH 31: PA CULLS 96,7C 


1OPOSAL FOR INL-FUNDED REGIONAL IPR TRAINING ΕΥ 2006 REF: A) STATE 34733 ANKAR/ 
FOR INL-FUNDED IPR TRAINING ON DIGITAL COPYRIGHTS AND WIPO TREATIES REF: A) ST/ 


1 SUBJECT: SERBIA: DEL PONTE NOT SATISFIED W ICTY COOPERATION Classified By: Amba: 


IMMARY: Dutch Foreign Minister Bot publicly reiterated on March 30 that the Dutch government will | 


»asons 1.4 (b) and (d). 1. (C) On March 31, PolMinCouns and Poloff met with Paolo Serpi, Director c 


RATION WITH GUYUNA REF: PARAMARIBO 187 1. (U) Summary. In recent public statements, Ati 
1e key developments in March 2006: -- In March, CORAH eradicated 1,593 hectares of coca in the I 
) PASS REPS KING, ENGLISH, CARNAHAN, PETERSON, ISSA NSC FOR CRONIN TREASURY F 
rd 2.4 billion USD in profits, an increase of 46 percent over the previous year. Colombia\'s financial r 
sked the Embassy to forward the most current records of official Iranian diplomatic representation in 


-Α: THE MAN WITH NO PLAN REF: A. LIMA 1247 B. LIMA 728 Classified By: Ambassador J. C 


Foreign Ministry dated March 21 stating that the government of Nicaragua (GON) will present formeı 


- DOMINICAN REPUBLIC REF: STATE 048209 Classified By: DCM Lisa Kubiske for Reasons 1.4 (I 


organization, CONAIE, rejected an agreement signed by the GOE with other groups to begin greater 
arch 30 with MFA Sovereignty U/S Diego Stacey and other MFA officials to discuss the recent rise in t 
mbia\'s recent economic expansion. Telecom sector growth and investment have been substantial in 


i Minister of Health, Abdul Karim Rase, to Marib for the dedication of the Medgil Health Center and a 
Policy, Staff members Lou Ann Linehan, Rexon Ryu, and Eric Rosenbach, and DOD Car. Steve Vahs 
to April 4, 2006. Securty Clearance information is on file. 2. Contro Officer for the visit will be Charle 


-Dulaymi, told Poloff on April 1 that government formation talks are suffering from internal squabbling 


F MISSION DANIEL SPECKHARD FOR REASONS 1.4 (A) AND (D) 1. (S/REL GBR AUS JAPAN) 
MUSCAT EAC - 04/01/2006 REF: MUSCAT 0471 Classified By: Deputy Chief of Mission William R. 


REL, MARR, PTER, AF SUBJECT: WARDAK-HILLEN MEETING: ANA IS IMPROVING, ISAF EXPA 


MU, Economic Affairs SUBJECT: COMMERCE MINISTER ASSERTS NO ΒΕΕΕ BAN OR CONDITI( 


timing that the CIA was active in Darfur to study its geography in advance of intelligence and military « 


‘NCE IN RIHS AND JALAMAH PAPERS REF: A. KUWAIT 697 B. STATE 28021 C. STATE 25: 
)). (C) On the margins of a March 28 meeting with CENTCOM Commander General Abizaid, Abu Dh 
response to reftel request for a Country Team assessment of the ROYG\'s ability and willingness to p 


ıor of the Central Bank of Sudan/President of the Bank of Southern Sudan, the capital requirement fo 


